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My  dear  Friends, 

A  LARGE  proportion  of  the  years  usually 
aUotted  to  the  life  of  man  have  gone  by,  since 
I  introduced  some  portions  of  ministerial  labour 
to  public  notice,  under  the  same  sanction, 
which  I  now  seek  for  the  following  pages. 
Since  that  time,  many  of  those,  unto  whom 
it  was  my  privilege  to  preach,  in  whatever 
weakness  and  inability,  the  unsearchable  riches 
of  Christ,  have  passed  into  the  invisible  world ; 
but  their  kindness  and  affection  are  fresh  in 
the  memory  of  my  heart.    To  those  who  sur- 


been    extended    to   nie.       * 

lu'lp  ot'Cioil,    1  continiu'  unt( 

me    therefore  to  request  yo 

dedication  of  these  volumes  tc 

though  feeble  testimony  of 

cordial  attachment  with  whici 

Your  affectionate  Pastor  i 

Truth  of  Jesusy  and  in 

of  His  Chu 
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The  Precepts  and  Pramises  of  Scripture, 
glowing  throughout  its  pages  with  brightness 
deri?ed  firom  the  Sun  of  IlighteoiisiiesSy  who  is 
the  Author  and  End  of  both,  receive  additional 
lustre  from  the  Examples  of  Holy  Writ.  Those 
examples  exhibit,  as  it  were,  a  substance  which 
renders  all  the  doctrinal  parts  of  the  word  of 
God  more  real  and  apprehensible  by  the  mind. 
The  historical  portions  of  the  Bible,  therefore, 
which  shew  forth,  not  only  the  vicissitudes  of 
nations,  but  condescend  to  the  dealing  of  God 
with  individuals,  are  peculiarly  instructive. 
They  embody  those  revelations  of  his  will, 
which  the  Most  High  has  made  to  man,  instead 
of  leaving  them  to  be  r^arded  as  abstract  de* 


I   man,  is    exhibited  in    th 
n    warn   u-^    nt'   i\w    jn'ril   iu 
Tlic   doctrines    which    onlii,^ 
which  cruide, — the  onniipotei 
rliich  upholds  or  restores, — t 
lich    attract, — and  the    innt 
ts  of  divine  faithfiilnesSy  whii 
[e  us  to  holiness,  and  transfoi 
le  likeness,  are   thus   exhil 
lersonification,  hunumly  spea 
than  any  thing  merely  dida* 
rhe  All-wise  God  thus  declare 
ow  practically  it  has  been  f 
(?ted ;  and  brings  before  us 
t  delightful  or  solemn,  of  tl 
that  flow  from  dutv  or  disobe 
n    nature    has  been  substan 
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aUe,  VioweveT  some  of  the  features  may  be 
Bo^fiei  m  the  individuals  who  compose  the 
grett&nuiy  of  man.  The  genus  is  one,  al- 
though the  many  species  into  which  it  is  divided 
HIT  have  their  characteristic  distinctions. 
Whether  we  regard  the  highest  or  the  lowest 
extreme  of  intellectual  being — those,  over  whom 
philosophy,  learning,  and  science  have  shed 
their  most  powerful  lights,  or  those  who  are 
enchained  in  the  darkest  and  most  debasing 
fetters  of  ignorance,  the  whole  offipring  of  fallen 
Adam  is  naturally  under  the  influence  and  mo- 
tive power  of  that  carnal  mind  which  is  enmity 
against  God.  While  therefore,  the  physical 
diaracter  of  man  is  so  exceedingly  diversified, 
and  his  mental  circumstances  those  of  such 
continual  change,  the  same  spiritual  truths  and 
impulses  (which  in  the  revelation  of  God  bore 
upon  his  heart  and  character,  when  salvation 
was  first  preached,  to  correct  and  remove  the 
guilt,  impotence,  and  misery,  wherein  the 
original  lapse  from  righteousness  had  placed 
him,  and  to  restore  him  to  the  divine  image, 
with  all  its  gracious  and  glorious  privil^es) 
ftill  exist,  and  must  be  equally  applicable  to 
his  state,  until  the  end  of  the  world. 
One  class  of  motives,  rules,  and  aims,  has  in* 
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tne  lull-orbed  splendour  of 

le  one   bow    down    and    wo 
idol  of  his  physical,  mental, 
ion   with    intense    and    dev 
the  other  esteems  Christ  a 

Teat  principle   of  all  true  ai 
is  Faith—"  the  substance 
^r,  the  evidence  of  things  i 
victorious  grace,  which  at  on 
nee  and  power  of  the  life  o 
of  man.     Whatever  example 
[lis  grace  we  find  most  illus 
k1  Record,  are  those  which  v 
r  ponder,  and  endeavour,  in  t 
3  imitate ;  whether  the  pattc 
re  the  canon  of  Revelation  wj 

&rther  iinmru'wlc  ir»  fU** «««— 


PREFACE.  XI 

umplis  acYdeved,  as  tbe  great  Representative  of 
tme  le^gion  among  the  elder  saints  of  Grod. 
The  story  of  bis  life   is  so  deeply  instructive, 
and  the  ^ntneas  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is   so   un- 
equivocaQy   given    to  him,  that  we  may  well 
understand   why   St.  Paul  (Heb.  xi.)    should 
only  mention  two  especial  instances  of  &ith  in 
the  old  world — Abel  and  Enoch — and  that  of 
Noah  in  the  world  restored,  in  order  that  he 
ma?  hasten  to  dwell  with  admiration  and  de- 
light  upon  the  devoted  confidence  of  the  Friend 
OF  God.      Abraham  stands  almost  at  the  head 
of  that  great  cloud  of  witnesses,  by  whom  the 
Christian  is  compassed  about :  and  whose  pre- 
sence is  noted,  as  one  of  the  reasons  why  he 
should  "  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the   sin 
that  doth  so  easily  beset  him,  and  run  with  pa- 
tience the  race  that  is  set  before  him,  looking 
unto  Jesus." 

The  lives  of  pious  ancestors  are  the  property 
of  their  children ;  not  as  heir-looms,  in  which 
they  may  glory,  while  themselves  have  in  all 
good  things  greatly  degenerated  from  the  models 
bequeathed  them :  but  as  examples  to  stimu- 
late and  provoke  them  to  a  holy  jealousy.  The 
lives  of  God's  saints,  enshrined  in  his  word, 
^^^  in  like  mm^iper  the  property  of  the  church ; 
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not  as  mere  objects  of  speculatiye  wonder  and 
respect ;  but  of  humble  yet  zealous  imitation. 
Such  examples  are  given,  in  order  that  the 
members  of  Christ's  Holy  Catholic  Church  may 
become  "  followers  of  them  who  through  faith 
and  patience  have  inherited  the  promises."  In 
this  important  view — the  view  wherein  every 
similar  instance  should  be  regarded,  the  exam- 
ple of  Abraham  is  exceedingly  precious.  It 
may  therefore,  well  justify  a  minister  of  religion, 
in  bringing  it  with  much  copiousness  before  his 
hearers,  and  in  endeavouring  to  impress  it  upon 
their  hearts,  precept  upon  precept,  and  line 
upon  line. 

Another  reason  may  also  be  given  for  that 
kind  of  consecutive  preaching,  of  which  an 
instance  is  given  in  the  following  pages.  There 
is  a  mannerism  in  preaching,  as  well  as  in 
painting,  which  if  left  uncorrected,  (and  it  is 
not  easy  to  apply  the  remedy,)  tends  greatly  to 
contract  t|ie  horizon  of  spiritual  truth  in  the 
mind  o^"^  clerg3rman,  and  hinders  him  from 
makii^  full  proof  of  his  ministry,  by  declaring 
"  thfe  whole  counsel  of  God."  He  has  some 
fi&vourite  truths  and  topics  which  recur  almost 
insensibly  to  his  mind ;  at  first  by  the  force  of 
inclination,   and   afterwards  by  the   power  of 


PRCFACE.  XIU 

baUt;  until  at  len^li  they  become  invested 
with  an  interest  ^which  absorbs  all  other ;  thus 
hindeiing  bim  from  treading  the  circle  of  an 
enlarged  and  enHghtened  theology.  He  has 
mne  cheruhed  system  of  divinity,  which  he 
deems  it  necessary,  on  all  occasions,  to  advance 
and  enforce.  He  has  a  class  of  texts  which  he 
regards  as  supremely  important :  and  the  book 
of  Revelation  is  graduated  in  his  mind,  like 
certain  Bibles  published  not  very  remotely, 
wherein  the  chapters  were  numbered,  according 
to  a  scale  of  relative  importance,  to  which  they 
were  applied.  Every  clergyman  must  have  felt 
this  temptation  to  narrow  the  ground  of  his 
pulpit  ministrations ;  to  rest  vrith  delight  by 
the  wells,  and  imder  the  palm  trees  of  his  own 
Elim,  and  to  regard  all  other  Scripture  as  com- 
paratively barren.  They  are  happy  who  have 
least  powerfully  felt  this  temptation ;  or  rather 
who  have  most  resolutely  and  fervently,  and 
therefcnre  most  successfully,  prayed  and  strug- 
gled against  it. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  practicable  modes 
of  avoiding  or  overcoming  it,  is  to  abstain  occa- 
nonaliy  from  the  consideration  of  detached  pas- 
•ages  of  Scripture,  in  unconnected  sermons; 
bj  itudying  and  expounding  a  consecutive  and 


ystem.     A  consideration  of 
iduct  of  tliose   ^vlK)sc'  iiu'ino 
.  in  the   Bible,    can   hardly 
Influence,  of  being,  in  some  d 
>  the  minister's  own  mind,  ai 
ig  him  to  open  upon  his  heai 
I  stream  of  divine  truth,  thi 
ise  draw  from  its  pure  and  in 
n. 

er  this  conviction  I  was  indi 
igo  to  arrange  the  plan  of  i 
s  upon  the  life  and  charactc 
A  variety  of  circumstances  pr 
Eccuting  this  design  for  a  c 
While  the  work  was  actually  i 
impelled  by  ill  health  to  be  ab: 
from  England.    On  my  reti 
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fore  encouraged,  in  dependence  upon  Him^  to 
to  ^ring  this  series  o{  Discourses  before  the 
public  It  may  well  \>e  asked,  why  the  deter- 
minadou  was  taken  to  foUow  out  the  pulpit  by 
the  press,  when  this  department  of  the  firuitful 
field  of  Scriptural  Bic^raphy  has  been  so  well 
occupied  by  tbe  Rev.  Henry  Hunter,  and  the 
ReT.  Thomas  Robinson ;  and  more  recently  by 
the  Rev.  Henry  Blnnt,  in  his  **  Twelve  Lec- 
tures on  the  History  of  Abraham  ?  "  I  answer, 
that  with  all  their  excellencies,  especially  those 
of  the  two  latter,  they  yet  seemed  to  have  left 
a  few  ears  **  of  the  com  of  heaven,"  after  their 
own  rich  harvest,  even  for  so  poor  a  gleaner  as 
myself,  which  might  be  bound  up  in  a  little 
sheaf,  as  another  sincere,  however  unworthy 
offering  to  the  Church  of  God.  I  may  add, 
that  my  own  plan  had  been  formed  before  the 
publication  of  Mr.  Blunt*s  very  interesting 
volume,  and  indeed  before  I  was  at  all  aware  of 
his  intention. 

It  was  difficult,  i>erhaps  impracticable,  at 
least  without  greater  tact  and  resources  than  I 
could  bring  to  the  attempt,  to  avoid  conside- 
rable repetitioii  of  sentiment,  and  even  of  lan- 
guage in  many  p^rts  of  these  volumes.  The 
mode  of  trtatanff    ^^  subject  appears  to  me. 


nv  f'ldvcintaire  which  a  more 
'•    varir-tv   iiiiirlit    ha'.t;    ajloT' 
}  advance  these  great  ends  ol 
nir. 

present  day,  in  which  an  i 
believing  expediency  so  awi 
ce  of  divine   authority,  an 
selfishness,  as  it  extends  it 
earts,  seems  pre-eminently 
ulcation  of  that  simple  anc 
hich  rests  implicitly  upon  tl 
I ;  acknowledges  his  absolute  s 
e  affairs  of  men,   and  needi 
of  action  than  the  declaratio 
e  Lord." 

faith,  purifying  the  heart,  v 
id  overcoming  the  world,  is, 
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them  to  possess  it  more  largely,  and  exercise 
it  more  Tigorously ,  I  do  most  earnestly  b^  an 
interest  in  that  reader's  prayers,  that  I  may 
much  more  effectually  than  heretofore,  realize 
what  I  have  endeavoured  to  describe,  through 
the  remainder  of  my  pilgrimage. 

R.  P.  B. 


Ewrton,  1839. 
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If  \i  n  CHUisrr's,  thxn  arb  ys  Abraham's  sbbd,  and  heirs 

ACCOBOING  TO  THB    PR0MI8B. 

In  that  uniyersal  charter  of  grace,  wherewith 
God  has  enriched  his  Church,  the  ministers  of 
the  everlasting  Gospel  are  not  only  included, 
but  particularized.  Paul,  Apollos,  Cephas,  and 
their  successors,  the  ambassadors  for  Christ, 
with  their  intellectual  and  spiritual  attainments, 
their  trials,  experiences,  consolations,  and  la- 
bours of  love,  are  substantial  parts  of  this  all- 
comprehending  inheritance.  Even  such  a  por- 
tion has  the  Christian  in  every  Saint,  of  whom 
the  Scriptures  have  borne  record,  whether 
under  the  Old  or  New  Testament.  Assuredly 
those  judgments  which  befel  the  offending  Is- 
raelites in  the  wilderness,  **  happened  unto  thetn 
for  ensamples:  and  they  are  written  for  our 
adwtoniiian,  up(m  whom  the  ends  of  the  world 
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are  come,'*  *  It  is  equally  certain,  that  those 
elders,  who  through  faith  obtained  a  good 
report,  had  this  high  testimony  of  the  Spirit, 
not  merely  for  their  own  peace  and  joy  in  be- 
lieving, but  also,  that  their  examples  might 
serve  as  guides  and  landmarks  to  the  Church, 
through  all  its  history.  They  form  an  important 
part  of  that  great  cloud  of  witnesses  who  com- 
pass about  the  faithful  soldiers  and  servants  of 
Jesus  Christ,  in  their  gracious  warfare  against 
the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil.  Being  dead, 
they  yet  speak.  They  bear  testimony  to  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  mercy  in  the  covenant 
of  redemption ;  to  the  unchangeable  faithfulness 
of  its  surety,  Jesus  Christ,  "  the  same  yesterday, 
to-day,  and  for  ever;"  and  to  the  Almighty 
power  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  whereby  they 
were  "  kept,  through  faith  imto  salvation."  It 
is  a  Christian's  duty,  when  reading  the  histories 
of  these  saints,  to  follow  them  by  faith  within 
the  vail ;  and  to  see  the  happiness  of  their  state, 
while  awaiting  the  resurrection  of  the  just,  at 
the  second  coming  of  their  Lord.  They  were 
men  who  *^  through  faith  and  patience  have 
inherited  the  promises."  And  their  testimony 
is  given  to  the  intent  that,  "  laying  aside  every 

'  1  Cor.  X.  11. 
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cft^At,  und  the  sin   that  doth  so  easily  beget  tu^ 

wt  should  run  unth  patience  the  race  that  is  set 

before  t«,  (if  indeed  we  have  entered  upon  the 

spiritual  course,)  looking  unto  Jesus,  the  Author 

a^d  Finisher  of  our  faith:  who  for  the  jay  that 

Tos  set  before  Ifim  endured  the  cross,  despising 

the  shame  ;  and  is  set  down  at  the  right  hand 

of  the  throne  of  God.^^  * 

Among  these  elder  saints,  of  whom  the 
world  was  not  worthy,  the  Patriarch  Abraham 
occnpies  a  distinguished  place.  The  Holy 
Scriptures  have  inyested  him  with  titles  and 
relations  the  most  illustrious  and  important. 
They  have  described  him  as  the  father  of  the 
f€tsthfuly — the  friend  of  God, — the  covenant 
representative  of  that  Incarnate  Word  who  is 
the  Ftederal  Head  of  the  whole  household  of 
God, — the  chosen  parent,  in  whose  seed  all  the 
families  of  the  earth  should  be  blessed.  Were  he 
however  to  be  exhibited  only  under  these  as- 
pects, he  would  be  invested  with  so  large  a 
measure,  not  only  of  superiority,  but  of  ab- 
straction, as  to  appear  removed  beyond  the 
sphere  of  ordinary  sympathies.  He  would 
therefore  become  an  object  of  admiration,  rather 
than  a  mean  of  practical  usefulness  to  the 
church,  as  one  of  the  loftiest  examples  of  faith 

»  Heb.xiil,2. 
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and  holiness.     But  mark  the  graciousness  and 
consideration  of  divine  wisdom  in  the  revelation 
of  mercy  to  man !     In  the  "  great  mystery  of 
godliness,  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,"  we  have 
not  only  "  the  Ught  of  the  knowledge  of  the 
glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ ;  "  but 
a  Saviour  invested  with  all  the  needfiil  sympa- 
thies of    our  nature.      He  can   therefore   be 
touched  with  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  for 
that  He  Himself  hath  sufiered,  being  tempted. 
That  very  Redeemer,  who  in  his  divine  nature 
is  one  with  the  Father  over  all,  God  blessed  for 
evermore,  wept,  in  the  depth  of  human  feel- 
ings, over  the  grave  of  a  friend;  and  commended 
his  mother  to  the  disciple  whom  He  loved,  in 
the  last  agony  of  his  passion.     We  have  the 
preciousness  of  his  atonement,  for  the  pardon 
of  sin ;  of  his  obedience,  as  the  perfect  righ- 
teousness of  every  believer ;  of   his  Spirit,  as 
the  Sanctifier  and  Comforter  of  the  Church ; 
and  the  blessed  example  of  his  most  holy  life, 
to  direct  the  goings  of  its  members  heavenward. 
Even  so  in  the  case  of  Abraham.     He  is  not 
only  a  man  highly  dignified  of  God,  and  mysti- 
cally related  to  the  heirs  of  salvation,  but  he  has 
a  peculiar  claim  upon  the  regard  of  all  Chris- 
tians, as  perhaps  the  chief  of   those  eminent 
saints  who  trod  the  pilgrimage  of  grace  in  the 
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twffigk  oi  its  day  9    **  he/ore  the  Sun  of  Righ- 

tmxMu  arose  tipoit    the  world  with  healing  in 

Ail  tctngi"^     His   eventful  life  is   a  beautiful 

realization  of  the  principle  of  faith,    whereby 

alone  man  can  live  to  God,  and  do  his  will. 

He  is  an  instance,  the  most  animating,  of  its 

poiwer,  its  walk,    its  trials,    and  its  victories. 

We  behold  in  him  divine  history  teaching  by  a 

noble  example ;  and  the  precept  of  the  Holy 

Ghost  practically  illustrated  by  the  conduct  of 

one  in  whom  He  truly  dwelled. 

It  is  my  purpose,  therefore,  in  dependance 
on  the  divine  blessing,  to  undertake  a  series  of 
discourses  upon  the  life  and  character  of  this 
devoted  servant  of  God.  I  commence  his  por- 
traiture in  weakness,  in  fear,  and  in  much 
trembling.  Join  with  me  in  supplication,  that 
my  feebleness  may  be  strengthened,  my  ignor- 
ance enlightened,  my  confined  and  unworthy 
news  of  the  salvation  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus 
with  eternal .  glory  enlarged.  Plead  for  me  at 
the  throne  of  grace,  that  the  storehouse  may 
be  made  by  the  Holy  Ghost  more  capacious  to 
hold  the  bread  of  life,  and  the  steward  more 
faithful  to  distribute  it  among  you  ! 

The  teiLt  has  been  selected,   as  furnishing, 
oat  of  the  argument  of  which  it  &rms  a  part, 

>  lCaLiT.2. 
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the  most  undeniable  proof,  that  every  one  who 
professes  the  gospel  of  a  crucified  Saviour  in 
sincerity  and  truth,  has  an  immediate  and  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  history  of  this  illustrious 
believer;  and  that  too,  an  interest  the  most 
momentous,  because  it  is  spiritual  and  gracious. 
^^  If  ye  be  Chris fs,  then  are  ye  Abrahams 
seed,  and  heirs  according  to  the  promise.^^  Holy 
Spirit  of  God,  the  unerring  Teacher  of  all 
who  seek  Thee,  open  our  eyes  that  we  may 
understand,  and  our  hearts,  that  we  may  re- 
ceive thy  word! 

The  subject  obviously  divides  itself  into  two 
particulars, 

I.  The  supposition  made.  If  ye  be  Christ's. 

II.  The  conclusion  drawn.  Then  are 
ye  Abraham's  seed,  and  heirs  according  to  the 
promise. 

We  proceed  then  to  examine  briefly.  The 
Apostle's  supposition.  It  is  a  view  equally 
chilling,  unsatisfactory,  and  unscriptural,  to 
regard  St.  Paul's  assumption  as  merely  referring 
to  a  moral  imitation  of  our  Lord's  temper  of 
mind,  holiness,  and  purity, — a  kind  of  dim  and 
distant  connexion  between  Himself  and  his 
disciples,  made  visible  only  by  the  slight 
resemblance  which  may  exist  between  persons 
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oE  some^\ial  similar   liabits  and  pursuits*     If 
language  can  speak,  clearly  at  all,  it  certainly 
jpeaks  \ieTe  of  propriety, — of  a  close  and  en- 
dearing interest  possessed  by  the  Redeemer  in 
those  whom  St.  Paul  addresses.    Similar  forms 
of  expression,  and  obviously  ¥rith  similar  mean- 
ing abound  in  bis  £pistles.    "  Whether  we  live, 
»e  litt  im/o  the   Lordy  or  whether  we  die,  we 
die  mUo  the  Lord  ;  whether  we  live  therefore  or 
die,  tte  are  the  LordTs.*^^    "  ^11  things  are  ^ours, 
mkether  Paul^  or  Apollos,  or   CepfuUy    or  the 
world,  or  life  or  death,  or  things  present,    or 
things  to  come,  all  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Christ*  s, 
andChrUtis   God's.'' ^ 

Now  mark  the  whole  course  of  this  inex- 
pressibly blessed  assurance.     Every  thing,  whe- 
ther in  nature  or  in  grace,  is  the  absolute  and 
nnquestionable    property    of    those    who  are 
"  washed  J  sanctified,  and  justified,  in  the  name 
of  the   Ltord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit   of  our 
God."^     And  what  constitutes  the  reason  of 
the  grant,  and  the  validity  of  the  rich  endow- 
ment ?  The  interest  which  Christ  hath  in  them, 
and    the   interest  which  God  hath  in   Christ. 
Is  this  an  interest  of  imitation,  or  of  right  and 
possession  ?     The    cbain  is  perfect  in  all  its 
links :  and   God  be   praised,  that  it  cannot  be 

jn>.  a  •  1  Coc.ul22,23.        »  1  Cor.  yu  IL 
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broken  by  any  of  those  cold  and  comfortless 
interpretations,  whose  authors  seem  to  enjoy 
a  perverse  satisfaction  in  lowering  and  chiUing 
the  spiritual  tone  of  religion  among  us.  The 
scriptural  assurance  of  identity  between  the 
Bridegroom  and  the  bride,  the  Head  and  the 
members,  the  Vine  and  the  branches,  is  a  rock 
of  immovable  refuge  to  a  Christian's  hope  : 
"  I  in  thenif  and  Thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be 
made  perfect  in  one :  and  that  the  world  may 
know  that  Thou  ha^t  sent  me^  and  hast  loved 
them,  as  Thou  hast  loved  me." ' 

If  the  infallible  guidance  of  Scripture  be  taken 
to  direct  us,  we  shall  find  no  difficulty  in  deter- 
mining to  whom  this  high  distinction  belongs. 
We  may  easily  discover  who  are  thus  numbered 
among  the  saints  of  God  for  glory  everlasting. 
They  have  been  given  by  the  Father  to  his  Son, 
in  the  mediatorial  character  which  He  assumed 
for  the  world's  salvation ;  that  He  might  restore 
them  from  their  lapsed  and  lost  condition  in  sin 
and  condemnation ; — that  He  might  once  again 
impress  upon  them  the  image  of  God,  and 
readmit  them  to  the  family  of  heaven; — ^that  He 
might  see  in  them  of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and 
be  satisfied.  "  Thine  they  were,  and  Thou  gav- 
est  them  unto  Me'^  ^     He  received  them  at  the 

»  John  xvii  23.  »  Ibid  xrii.  6. 
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TiiW4\ianA,  in  tliat    eternal  engagement  of 
las  love,  \fheTe\>y  He  undertook  to  raise  up  in 
them  a  temple  to  Himself^  from  the  dust    and 
ram  of  the  fall ;  and  to  make  them  meet  for  the 
inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light.     He  under- 
took their  otherwise  hopeless  cause,  as  a  com- 
munity of   property    and  possession,   wherein 
both  his  ¥ather  and  Himself  might  have  a  per- 
petual interest  of  complacency  and  delight.   He 
engaged  to  remove  the  guilt  they  would  incur, 
bvits  assumption  upon  Himself,  in  virtue  of  his 
one  oblation  of  Himself  once  offered,  as  the  one 
full  and  perfect  satis&ction  for  the  sins  of  the 
whole  world ;    to  maintain  their  cause  bj  an 
unceasing   and    prevailing    advocacy    on  their 
behalf  in  the  court  of  heaven  ;  to  sanctify  them, 
body,  sonly  and  spirit,  by  the  indwelling  of  the 
Holy  Ghost ;  to  leave  no  work  for  them  imper- 
fect and  undone.     He  pledged  Himself  to  per- 
severe in  these  unfathomably  mysterious  offices 
of  love,  until  God  in  Him,  having  accomplished 
the  number  of  his  elect,  and  made  ready  his 
kingdom.  He  should  say  as  its  everlasting  Admi- 
nistrator, *'  Those  whom  thou  gavest  me  have  I 
kept.     All  mine  are  thine^  and  thine  are  mine  ; 
end  I  am  glorified  in  them.'^ '     He  covenanted, 

A  John  zTu.  1041. 
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not  only  to  bring  in  an  everlasting  righteous* 
ness^  which  should  be  unto  all,  and  upon  all 
them  that  believe  ;  but  to  dwell  in  their  hearts 
by  his  Holy  Spirit ;  and  by  the  almighty  energy 
of  his  grace,  there  to  unlock  the  springs  of  that 
holiness,  whereby  they  might  adorn  the  doctrine 
of  God  their  Saviour  in  all  things,  and  without 
which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.     *  Participa- 
tion,' saith  the  judicious  Hooker,  ^  is  that  mutual 
inward  hold  which  Christ  hath  of  us,  and  we  of 
Him,  in  such  sort  that  each  possesseth  other  by 
way  of  interest,  property,  and  inherent  copula- 
tion.    We  are  in  God  through  Christ  eternally, 
according  to  that  intent  and  purpose  whereby 
we  are  chosen  to  be  made  his  in  this  present 
world,  before  the  world  itself  was  made.     We 
are  in   God,   through  the  knowledge  which  is 
had  of  us,  and  the  love  which  is  borne  towards  us 
from  everlasting.     But — our  being  in  Christ  by 
eternal  foreknowledge,  saveth   us   not  without 
oiur  actual  and  real  adoption  into  the  fellow^ship 
of  his  saints  into  this  present  world.     We  are 
therefore  adopted  sons  of  God  to  eternal  life  by 
participation  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God, 
whose  life  is  the  wellspring  and  cause  of  ours. 
It  is  too  cold  an  interpretation  whereby  some 
men  expound   our  being  in   Christ  to  import 
nothing  else  but  only  that  the  self-same  nature 
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vluch  maketk  ns  to  l>e  men  is  in  Him,  and 
nuketh  Him  man,  as  i^e  are.  For  what  man 
ia  the  world  is  there,  that  hath  not  so  fiir  forth 
commumcMa  with  Jesus  Christ  ?  The  church  is 
in  Qirisi,  as  EiYe  iw^as  in  Adam.  Yea,  by  grace 
we  are  erery  one  of  us  in  Christ,  and  in  his 
church,  as  by  nature  we  were  in  those  our  first 
parents.'^ 

Contemplate  especially    The  Price  paid  by 
the  Soo  of  God  when  He  bore  the  overwhelm- 
ing load  of  human  trani^ression  in  his  own  body 
00  the  tree ;  when  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  bruise 
Him,  and  to  make  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin. 
And  this  view  being  taken,  we  may  ask  whether 
in  those  who  are  Christ's  He  may  not  challenge 
a  right  of  purchase  for  an  interest  mutual  and 
interchangeable  between   them  and   Himself; 
immeasurably  more  close  and  endearing  than 
c<^d  be  imagined  on  the  ground  of  disdpleship 
alone,  could  that  connection  be  separated  firom 
the  other  relations  in  which  every  believer  must 
stand  to  his  Lord  ?  **  Ye  were  not  redeemed  with 
corruptible  tkingsy  as  silver  and  goldj  hut  with 
the  precious   blood    of  Christy  as  of  a  Lamb 
without  blemish  and  without  spotJ"  *     ''  Ye  are 
9ot  four  oum,  for  ye  are  bought  with  a  price.''  * 

»   Hooker,  EceL  PoL  T.  56. 
*  1  Pet.  L  18,  IS-  *  1  Cor.  vL  20. 


12  SERMON    I. 

Are  we  Christ's  ?  Then  we  have  given  our- 
selves to  Him  in  a  full  and  voluntary  surrender. 
Then  it  is  the  joy  and  gladness  of  our  enligh- 
tened will,  corrected  judgment,  and  sanctified 
afiections,  to  say,  each  in  his  individual  expe- 
rience, "  I  am  my  Beloved* s^  and  my  Beloved  is 
mine" *  Then  He  is  welcomed  to  the  heart  in 
all  his  offices  of  salvation,  and  all  the  glory  of 
his  double  nature.  Then,  although  the  vota- 
ries of  an  unbelieving  world,  the  sceptics  who 
idolize  a  vain  and  infidel  philosophy,  bearing 
the  same  resemblance  to  the  Gospel  of  Jesus, 
as  the  rudest  image  bears  to  the  living,  thinking, 
feeling  man,  see  no  beauty  in  Him  why  they 
should  desire  Him,  his  people  are  made  willing 
to  receive  Him  in  the  day  of  his  power  over 
their  hearts.  They  own  Him  as  their  Lord, 
and  adore  Him  as  their  God.  His  new  name 
will  be  written  in  their  minds.  He  will  be  the 
living  centre  of  all  attractiveness  to  their  desires. 
It  will  be  their  joy  and  best  delight  to  have 
fellowship  with  Him ;  here  in  his  word,  his  way, 
his  promises,  his  comforts,  nay  in  his  reproaches 
and  persecutions ;  as  well  as  hereafter,  in  the 
kingdom  of  his  glory.  His  Gospel  hath  an 
efiectual  might  to  transform  them  into  his  image, 

>   Song  of  SoL  yL  3. 
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and  make  tkem  anxious  to  perfect  holiness  in 
the  fear  of  God.  And  if  the  Cribeonites, 
when  detTeied  from  the  sword,  were  willing  to 
become  hewers  of  li^ood^  and  drawers  of  water 
to  the  congregation,  so  are  they  whom  the 
Sa?iour  hath  rescued  firom  the  utter  *death  of 
sin,  and  reconciled  in  will  to  God,  making  peace 
between  them,  not  only  contented^  but  joyful 
to  glorify  God  in  the  calls  of  that  service  which 
is  perfect  freedom.  "  The  love  of  Christ  con- 
itraineth  them  ;  because  they  thus  judge y  that  if 
9ne  died  for  ally  then  were  all  dead;  and  that 
He  died  for  all,  that  they  who  live^  should  not 
live  unto  themselves^  but  unto  Him  who  died  for 
tiem  and  rose  ayain,^*^  The  devils  are  his 
viasals ;  the  wicked  of  this  world  are  his  prison- 
ers. The  fisuthful  dependents  upon  his  person 
and  merit  are  his  subjects  and  followers,  in  all 
the  unrivalled  preference  of  their  hearts*  affec- 
tion. They  are  his  jewels,  his  brethren,  his 
sons,  they  are  his  by  every  title  of  endearment 
that  can  be  named  or  imagined. 

And  therefore,  it  may  be  added,  they  are  his 
by  a  mystical  and  perfect  union — members  of 
his  body,  of  his  flesh,  of  his  bones ;  animated 
by  one  soul,  and  constituting  one  body;  for 

»  2  Cor.  ▼.  14, 15. 
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"  he  who  is  joined  to  the  Lord  u  one  spirit.'*  * 
This  union  then,  is  not  a  mere  union  of  love 
and  affection  ;  as  we  speak  of  a  friend  being  to 
us  another  self.  Such  a  oneness  of  heart  and 
desire  does  indeed  exist  been  the  Redeemer  and 
his  membersjbetween  the  Vine  and  the  branches: 
but  this  partakes  of  a  still  higher  nature.  That 
is  a  moral,  this  a  mystical  oneness.  That 
engages  our  affections ;  this  joins  our  very  per- 
sons to  the  Lord.  "  The  church  is  his  body,  the 
fulness  of  Him  that  filleth  all  in  all"^  Here 
is  the  dignity,  here  the  excellence,  here  the 
security,  here  the  sanctification,  here  the  hope 
that  maketh  not  ashamed ;  here  the  unsealed 
and  open  fountains  of  a  joy  unspeakable  and 
full  of  glory.  For  if  we  thus  are  Christ's,  then 
doth  He  care  for  us,  as  the  Good  Shepherd  for 
his  sheep.  Then  doth  his  Father,  the  great 
Husbandman,  prune  the  branch  of  the  true  Vine 
that  it  may  bear  fruit.  Then  will  He  spare  us 
in  the  hour  of  judgment  and  visitation,  as  a 
man  spareth  his  own  son  that  serveth  him. 
Then  will  He  intercede  for  us,  that  if  "  any  sin 
we  may  /lave  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus 
Christ  the  righteous" ^  Then  will  He  teach  us 
as  we  are  able  to  bear  the  lessons  of  his  love  ; 

»  1  Cor.  tL  17.  *  1  John  ii.  1. 
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asdgiteiestto  our  souls  in  the  instruction. 
Tien  w31  He  rebulBLe  our  wanderings  with 
gentk  chastisement,  and  restore  us  in  pity  to  his 
fold.  Then  will  He  guide  us  with  his  counsel, 
and  afterward  receive  us  to  glory. 

It  may  now  be  asked.  What  are  the  privi- 
le^es  of  this  happy  state  ?  If  nothing  can 
separate  the  members  from  the  body,  then, 
what  diall  separate  Christians  from  the  love  of 
Christ  ?  If  in  virtue  of  this  union  they  have  an 
interest  in  all  that  He  possesses,  what,  except 
their  own  restraint  in  prayer  instead  of  the 
open-heartedness  of  filial  pleading  and  petition, 
ean  prevent  them  from  being  filled  with  all  the 
fiolness  of  God  ?  If  He  is  their  Shepherd,  how 
can  they  want  ?  If  they  have  communion  with 
Him,  as  the  bride  with  her  Husband,  how  high 
their  distinctions,  how  inestimably  rich  their 
dowry !  If  they  have  been  planted  together 
in  the  Ukeness  of  his  death,  how  surely  also  in 
the  likeness  of  his  resurrection !  If  they  have 
been  made  kings  and  priests  unto  God,  in  vir- 
tue of  that  communion,  and  of  his  double  office, 
how  infallibly  shall  they  sit  on  his  throne,  and 
serve  in  his  temple  world  without  end !  If 
their  worst  things  are  his,  even  their  sins  which 
He  hath  accounted  his  own,  taken  upon  Him- 
self by  imputation,  and  hidden  from  the  eye  of 
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a  sin-avenging  God,  as  in  the  depths  of  the  sea, 
how  securely  may  they  rest  in  the  persuasion 
that  these  iniquities,  mourned  over,  hated,  and 
forsaken,  shall  not  be  laid  to  their  charge !  If 
in  all  their  afflictions  He  is  afflicted — if  He 
bore  their  griefs,  and  carried  their  sorrows — if 
He  is  reviled  in  their  reproaches,  and  hath  the 
unfailing  kindness  of  an  intimate  S3rmpathy  in 
all  their  sufferings,  how  needfully  must  the 
light  affliction  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  work 
for  them  a  far  more  exceeding,  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory  !  If  on  the  other  hand,  they 
have  commimion  with  Him  in  their  best  things — 
(every  one  of  them  derived,  and  only  derivable 
from  that  fulness  which  filleth  all  in  all)  then 
must  all  that  good  be  sure  and  perfect.  Their 
temporal  mercies  will  be  real  blessings,  in  the 
covenant  of  their  Father's  love, — streams  from 
the  nether  springs  of  his  providential  goodness  ; 
and  yet  communicating  by  mysterious  channels 
with  the  unfathomable  depths  of  the  upper 
springs,  in  his  kindness  towards  them  through 
Christ  Jesus.  Their  instatement  in  spiritual 
mercies  may  never  be  successfully  challenged. 
A  violated  law  cannot  condemn  them ;  for  they 
are  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  Christ. 
Satan  may  plead  against  them,  as  the  unwearied 
accuser  of  the  brethren ;  but  their  cause  hath 
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been  undeitaken.  by  Him  who  hath  already 
bruised  the  serpent^s  head.  Satan  maj  claim 
to  pay  them  the  wages  of  sin,  eternal  death : 
but  the  dreadful  liirey  which  this  great  enemy 
would  not  only  tender,  but  force  upon  them, 
will  be  put  aside  by  God,  who  hath,  both  by 
power  and  by  price,  bestowed  upon  them  that 
gift  of  Ids  own  grace  which  is  eternal  life,  by 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  If  their  fellowship  be 
widi  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
the  transforming  and  sanctifying  efficacy  of  that 
communion  will  certainly  be  imparted.  **  Be- 
hoUUng  fciih  open  face  as  in  a  glass  the  glory 
€f  the  Lord^  they  will  he  changed  into  the  same 
image  from  glory  to  glory  y  even  as  by  the  Spirit 
oftkeLordT  "  The  law  of  the  SpiHt  ofUfe  in 
Christ  Jesus,  who  is  one  with  their  spirit ^  will 
make  them  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and  death. 
They  are  dead,  and  their  Ufe  is  hid  with  Christ 
in  God;  and  when  Christ  who  is  their  Ufe  shall 
appear,  then  shall  they  also  appear  with  Him 
ts  glory /"  * 

I  defer  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  the 
ApostWs  supposition  to  another  occasion.  But 
I  would  appeal  to  you  whether,  if  these  things 
be  so,  thore  should  be  rest  to  our  souls  in  any 

'2Cor.  iiLia    RoiiLTiu.2.    CoLiiL3,4. 
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peradventure  touching  a  point  so  momentous, 
as  the  spiritual  union  between  every  believer, 
and  the  glorious  object  of  his  faith?  If  y^  be 
Chrisfs —  ?  The  decision  of  the  question  in- 
volves nothing  vain  or  trivial,  for  it  is  our  life ; 
or  rather  it  involves  the  awful  alternative  of  life 
or  death  etemaL  He  who  believeth  not  is 
without  part  in  the  Saviour  and  salvation  of 
God's  revealed  word.  He  is  condemned  already 
by  that  law  which  he  has  broken,  and  by  that 
gospel  which  he  is  neglecting.  He  is  grievously 
sinning  against  all  his  baptismal  privileges ; 
and  his  "  circumcision  will  be  accounted  to  him 
for  uncircumcisionJ*^  ^ 

And  is  this  a  condition  wherein  one  who  pro- 
fesses to  receive  the  Scriptures,  and  to  use  them 
as  the  mirror  wherein  to  behold  his  circum- 
stances, his  obligations,  his  duties,  and  his 
prospects,  should  be  contented  to  dwell? 
**  What  meanest  thouy  O  sleeper  ?  Arise ^  call 
upon  thy  Godr  ^  If  ye  be  not  Christ's — his 
subjects,  his  property,  his  members,  the  abodes 
of  his  saving  power,  and  the  dwelling  places  of 
his  grace,  by  whom  are  ye  vanquished,  owned, 
and  tenanted  ?  And  shall  not  this  tremendous 
covenant  with  eternal  death,  and  with  the  grave 

*  Rom.  IL  25.  '  Jonah  i.  6. 
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of  every  hope  be  annulled  ?  He  only  can  break 
it;  unto  whom  all  ipower  in  heaven  and  earth  is 
given,  to  be  the  Deliverer  of  doomed,  and  dying 
men.  While  He  proclaims  your  imminent  and 
infinite  peril,  as  plainly  as  the  truth  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  can  utter  it,  are  we  not  commis- 
aoned  to  invite  you  to  behold  in  Him  ''  the 
Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the 
icorW?***  Are  we  not  to  beseech  you  in  his 
stead,  to  take  refuge  in  Him  from  the  penalty 
and  power,  the  guilt  and  misery  of  your  trans- 
gressions ?  Our  preaching  is  but  the  faint  echo 
of  lus  own  voice.  *'  Him  that  cometh  to  me  I 
wiU  in  no  wise  cast  out.'*  ^  **  Turn  ye  then^  turn 
ye,  for  why  will  ye  die  ?  " 

Are  these  things  so  ?  Are  blessings  such  as 
I  have  mentioned,  blessings  more  than  angels, 
whatever  may  be  the  depth  of  angeUc  desire  or 
the  spaciousness  of  angelic  intellect,  could  fully 
look  into  or  comprehend,  linked  to  the  happy 
distinction  of  being  Christ's  ?  Then  what  man- 
ner of  persons  ought  ye  to  be  who  profess  this 
hope,  as  the  glorious  hope  of  your  calling? 
**  He  that  saith  he  abideth  in  the  Saviour^ 
ought  also  himself  so  to  walk,  even  as  He 
walked.^     "  They  that  are  Christ's,   have  cru^ 

»  John  L  29.  *  Ibid  vi.  37. 
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cified  the  Jleth,  with  its  affections  and  lusts." ' 
Judge  therefore  yourselves  bretluen,  tliat  ye  be 
not  judged  of  the  Lord.  Examine  yourselves 
whether  ye  be  in  the  faith,  prove  your  own 
selves.  If  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory  has  indeed 
a  property  in  you  unto  salvation,  then  is  He 
the  great  allurement  of  your  hearts,  the 
supreme  desire  of  your  affections.  Then  will  it 
be  your  chief  delight  to  serve  Him.  You  will 
labour  to  "  cleanse  yoursehei  from  allfilthineas 
of  the  fiesh  and  spirit,  perfecting  holiness  in 
the  fear  of  God."  ^  The  door  of  your  hearts, 
through  which  the  Prince  hath  entered  will  be 
closed  against  the  willing  admission  of  any  idol 
god  to  rival  Him,  or  usurp  his  throne  in  that 
sanctuary.  '  Dwell  then  in  love  ;  for  "  he 
that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and 
God  in  him."*  If  ye  live  in  the  Spirit,  walk 
in  the  Spirit.'  And  while  you  rejoice  in 
all  the  extent  of  blessing,  and  all  the  magni- 
ficence of  hope  which  this  mutual  inhabitancy 
involves,  keep  your  eyes  fixed  upon  that  city 
which  hath  foundations  whose  Builder  and 
Maker  is  God — which  his  word  has  described 
under  so  many  images  of  material  splendour,  all 
to  be  infinitely  and  eternally  surpassed  by  the 
■  1  John  ii.  6.  Gml.  Y.  2*.      '2  Cot.  tU,  1.       »  Erek.  iliv.  3, 
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OALATIANS  III.  29. 
Christ's,  tusn  ari  te  Arrahah's  sbbd,  a 


It  was  not  the  least  among  many  wonderful 
peculiarities  of  the  Gospel,  that  its  mighty  sal- 
vation should  be  preached  to  the  Gentiles,  not 
in  the  first  instance  by  converts,  whom  the 
Holy  Spirit  had  made  among  themselves,  but 
by  Jews,  who  lield  them  to  be  accursed,  and 
would  gladly  have  thrust  them  beyond  the  pale 
of  mercy.  Out  of  the  very  people,  who  would 
have  locked  up  the  kingdom  of  heaven  from 
them,  and  cast  the  key  of  it  into  the  depths 
of  the  sea,  where  a  Gentile  might  never  find  it, 
men  were  raised  up,  who  threw  it  open  as  en- 
tirely, in  all  its  extent  of  divine  love,  as  the  Holy 
of  Holies  was  made  accessible,  when  the  vail  of 
the  temple  was  lent  in  twain,  at  the  Redeemer's 
death.     Here  was  in  itself  a  strong  and  happy 
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presamptioQ  to  the  aliens  from  the  common- 
vcalth  of  Israel,  that  the  salvadon  of  God  was 
indeed  intended  for  them.  And  when  St.  Paul, 
especially  commissioned  to  be  the  Apostle  of 
the  Gentiles,  sheared  how  the  middle  wall  of 
{)artition  had  been  broken  down,  it  became  clear 
that  *'  t^  Gentiles  were  to  be  fellow-hein,  and 
of  the  same  body,  and  partakers  of  the  Spirit's 
promise  in  Christ  by  the  Gospel.^ 

This  cheering  assmance  of  absolute  irrespec- 
dreness  on  the  part  of  God,  is  continually 
brought  forward  in  the  Apostle's  preaching  and 
Epistles.  He  labours,  as  it  were,  to  shew  to 
those  who  might  otherwise  haTe  doubted  it,  the 
Saviour's  gracious  impartiality;  even  as  He 
Himself  stated  it  to  the  Jews — "  Other  sheep  I 
hare,  which  are  not  of  this  fold;  them  also  I 
mmst  bring  with  Me^  and  they  shall  hear  my 
toice  ;  and  there  shall  be  one  fold j  and  one  Shep- 
herd,'^*  It  is  his  high  delight  to  testify,  as 
loudly  as  to  any  other  Scriptural  truth,  that 
"  there  is  neither  Greek  nor  Jew,  circumcision 
nor  mndrcmmcisiony  Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond 
nor  free,  but  Christ  all  and  in  all, '  among  the 
members  of  his  renewed  church.  In  Uke  man- 
ner does  he  address  the  conTerts  of  Galatia.  He 


'Jtkix.l«.  sCalo«.m.lL 
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testifies  by  arguments  the  most  invincible,  that 
every  blessing  bestowed  by  God  upon  Abraham, 
in  absolute  mercy,  through  faith,  was  equally 
the  property  of  any  believer,  whether  descended 
by  natural  birth  from  the  friend  of  God,  or 
nationally  a  stranger  to  him  and  his  posterity. 
*^  If  ye  he  Chris  fsy  then  are  ye  AbraharrCs  seedy 
and  heirs  according  to  the  promise,'*^ 

I  have  endeavoured  to  shew  you  what  the  sup- 
position in  the  text  implied ;  and  the  extent  of 
blessed  meaning  involved  in  the  emphatic  term, 
''  If  ye  he  Christ's:' 

I  now  proceed  to  consider,  for  the  believer's 
furtherance  and  joy  of  faith, 

II.  The  Conclusion  deduced  from  this 
SUPPOSITION.  If  ye  he  Christs'  then  are  ye 
Abraham's  seed,  and  heirs  according  to  the  pro- 
mise.  It  is  sufficiently  clear,  that  in  the  literal 
meaning  of  the  terms,  this  statement  could  not 
be  true.  The  Galatians  had  no  portion  among 
the  natural  and  national  kindred  of  the  father 
of  the  faithful.  From  any  distinctions  arising 
out  of  these  relations,  they  were  as  much  severed, 
as  if  Judaea  and  Galatia  had  been  placed  at 
opposite  extremities  of  the  world.  We  are 
consequently  compelled  to  give  the  Apostle's 
words  their  plain  meaning,  by  a  spiritual  inter- 
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pretation.  Indeed,  it  inrould  have  been  a  poor 
and  mean  ambitioii  to  liave  wished  for  merely 
dril  and  ecdenastical  adoption  into  the  family 
of  Abraham  after  the  flesh,  on  the  part  of 
those,  who  being  Christ's,  by  the  Father's  gift, 
the  weighty  purchase  of  the  cross,  their  bap* 
tismal  inTestiture,  their  mystical  imion  with  the 
SaTionr's  body,  and  their  own  gracious  surren- 
der, posMsaed  in  these  distinctions  the  highest 
honour,  and  the  deepest  sources  of  happiness, 
which  man  can  enjoy.  But  it  was  another 
matter,  one  of  dear  and  delightful  interest,  one 
to  which  they  might  well  aspire,  to  be  thus 
made  partakers  of  all  the  spiritual  blessings 
possessed  by  Abraham,  as  a  spiritual  man,  and 
made  orer  to  all  his  spiritual  descendants.  To 
this  point  of  joy  and  consolation  the  Apostle 
labours  to  bring  the  Galatians,  in  the  argument 
before  us,  which  closely  resembles  tliat  used  by 
him  in  the  4th  Chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans.     And  we  learn  from  it,  that 

L  Believers  in  the  Lard  Jems  Christ  are  the 
spiritual  seed  of  Abraham. 

The  patriarch  stands  in  two,  and  those  widely 
different  relations  to  his  posteri^.  He  is  the 
parent  of  a  natural  offspring,  sons  and  daughters ; 
the  fiither  of  many  nations.    Among  them  were 

c 
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the  children  of  the  bond-woman,  even  of  Hagar, 
who  were  not  to  be  partakers  of  his  name  and 
substance.  Among  them,  moreover,  were  all 
his  children  by  Sarah, — the  whole  nation  of  the 
Jews, — ^merely  considered  as  acknowledging  him 
to  be  their  natural  father,  but  having  no  in- 
terest in  the  spiritual  mercies  vouchsafed  to 
him  ;  because  they  had  no  moral  and  spiritual 
resemblance  to  him  as  their  father,  believing 
and  justified  of  God,  and  therefore  no  portion 
in  the  blessings  of  his  God  as  believers.  Among 
them  were  some  who  cried  concerning  Abraham's 
Saviour,  on  whom  his  heart  had  leaned  for  mercy 
almost  two  thousand  years  before  He  appeared 
on  earth,  **  Crucify  Him,  crucify  Him:  his 
blood  be  upon  us,  and  upon  our  children.'' 
And  while  they  boasted  of  their  high  progeni- 
tor, (as  well  they  might,  if  they  had  wisely 
boasted,)  "  we  have  Abraham  for  our  father," 
the  Lord  rebuked  the  empty  pride  that 
condemned  themselves ;  and  shewed  them  what 
they  really  were,  not  according  to  the  gene- 
alogies of  men,  of  which  birth  and  burial  em- 
brace the  little  all,  but  according  to  the  state 
wherein  their  unbelief  placed  them  before 
God,  '^  If  ye  were  Abrahams  children^  ye 
would  do  the  works  of  Abraham.      Ye  are  of 
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^Mrjatker   the    devil  y    and   the  lusts   of  your 

1  saa&,  It  was  no  mean  prerogative  to  be  bom 
from  such  an  ancestor :  for  when  the  Word  was 
made  flesh  and    dvrelt  among  us,  "  He  took  not 
on  Himself  the  nature  of  angels,  but  He  took 
on  Him  the  seed  of  Abraham,*'     "  Of  him  as 
amcening  the  flesh  Christ  came,  who  is   God 
over  all,  blessed  for  ever."*    But  while   their 
hearts  exhibited    no  likeness  to  the   heart  of 
their  iUustrious  father,  they  could  not  be  his 
children  in  spirit  and  in  truth.     The  blood  of 
nature  which  ran  through  Abraham's  veins,  had 
no  respect  to  the  grace  which  was  planted  in 
Abraham's  heart.     '^  He  is  not  a  Jew  which  is 
one    outwardly,    neither  is    that    circumcision 
which  is  outward  in  the  flesh ;  but  he  is  a  Jew 
which  is  one  inwardly ;  and  circumcision  is  of 
the  heart,  in  the  spirit  and  not  in  the  letter ; 
whose  praise  is  not  of  men,  but  of  God.*'  ^     Here 
then,  is  a  subject  well  worthy  the  earnest  con- 
sideration of  every  professing  Christian, — that 
is,  of  every  one  assuming  to  be  a  child  of  God. 
Abraham  gave  all  that  he  had  unto  Isaac,  the 

*  John  TiiL  39,  44.  '  Heb.  ii.  16.    Rom.  ix.  5. 

»  Rom.  ii.  28,  29. 
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child  of  the  promise, — the  type  of  true  believers 
in  the  Lamb  of  God, — the  heir  of  his  father's 
faith,  as  well  as  of  his  flocks,  and  herds,  and 
lands.  But  unto  the  sons  of  the  concubines 
which  he  had,  he  merely  gave  gifts,  and  sent 
them  away  from  Isaac  his  son.  It  is  a  solemn 
and  startling  truth,  that  men  may  take  and 
taste  the  common  and  prudential  bounties  of 
God  in  large  and  liberal  measure ;  even  as  He 
makes  his  rain  to  fall  on  the  evil  and  on  the 
good,  and  causes  his  sun  to  shine  upon  the  jnst 
and  upon  the  unjust ;  and  yet  they  may  be 
the  while,  without  any  of  that  happy  inherit 
tance  of  peace  and  life,  which  He  has  given,  as 
the  gracious  birthright  of  those,  who,  being 
justified  by  faith,  are  made  beirs  according  to 
the  hope  of  eternal  life.  Esau  cried,  "  I  have 
enough,  my  brother,"  when  Jacob  made  an 
ofieriug  to  him :  and  yet  he  had  no  birthright, 
no  spiritual  inheritance  in  Jacob's  real  blessing, 
O  far  from  us,  be  the  sad  and  soul-destroying 
error  of  imagining  that  we  need  no  more,  if 
only  we  have  a  full  portion  in  this  world's 
abundance !  Far  from  us  may  it  ever  be,  to 
rest  in  calmness  and  content,  until,  regarding 
God  in  Christ  as  our  own,  we  can  discern  his 
favour  as  man's  true  happiness;    and,    while 
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muiy  ai«  saying,  **  JVJio  will  shew  us  any 
gooir  may  cry,  "  LtMrd^  lift  thou  up  the  light 
of  ik^  coitntefiance  upon  us  !*^^ 

The  merely  natural  children  of  Abraham 
were  imder  the  LiaiTv^, — the  objects  of  its  curse 
and  condemnation,  at  the  very  moment  when 
they  were  filled  with  a  vain  glorious  pride,  which 
made  them  put  away  salvation,  as  preached  to 
them  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  so  to  judge 
themselves  unworthy  of  eternal  life.  The  veil 
was  upon  their  hearts,  and  they  could  not  dis- 
cern the  truth  of  their  state.  As  the  close  gauze 
of  wire  that  encircles  the  flame  in  the  safety 
lamp  hinders  it  from  enkindling  the  inflammable 
air  without,  so  did  the  prejudices  of  the  Jews 
hinder  them  from  seeing  their  real  state,  and 
their  only  hope,  and  from  having  their  hearts 
inflamed  with  love  to  Jesus.  And  their  error 
diould  ring  the  knell  of  all  legal  hope,  in  every 
aelf-josdciaiy.  Whereby  was  Abraham  jus- 
tified and  saved  ?  ^  For  his  excellent  virtues 
and  holy  works  ?  Because  he  forsook  his  kin- 
dred, country,  and  father's  house  ?  Because  he 
was  circumcised  and  observed  the  law?  Because, 
at  the  divine  command,  he  prepared  to  ofier 

1  PflJa  iV.  6,  '  Luther  od  GaUtians. 
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up  Isaac,  the  child  of  his  prayers,  his  age,  and 
God's  own  promise  ?  No ;  but  simply  because 
he  was  a  believer.  Even  so  must  we  be  saved, 
"  not  by  works  of  righteousness  which  we  have 
done^^  but  by  cleaving  to  the  same  cross,  where- 
on Abraham  suspended  every  hope  of  his 
salvation ;  and  as  simple  believers  on  Him  who 
justifieth  the  ungodly.  No  merely  outward 
fellowship  with  a  pure  and  apostolic  Church, 
no  ecclesiastical  distinctions,  no  imaginary  obe- 
dience  to  the  law,  whither  deluded  men  would 
gladly  flee  to  be  independent  of  the  righteous- 
ness of  Christ,  can  give  us  one  the  least  Gospel 
blessing,  proposed  by  God,  even  to  the  chief  of 
sinners  in  his  Son.  Reliance  on  these  broken 
reeds  proves  us  to  be  children  of  the  bondwoman. 
And  what  is  written  in  the  imperishable  record 
of  the  Holy  Ghost?  "  Cast  out  the  bond- 
woman and  her  son ;  for  the  son  of  the  bond- 
woman shall  not  be  heir  with  the  son  of  the  free 
woman" " 

He  who  will  be  free  from  the  law  of  sin  and 
death  must  be  a  child  o{  the  believing  Abraham, 
beloved  and  justified:  or  else  he  is  only  the 
child  of  the  begetting  Abraham,  a  man   con- 

'  Gal.  iv.  30. 


TH^   HKlItS     OIP     PROMISE.  31 

ceM,  \)om,  and   ^wrapped     in    sin,    without 

faitk,  without  pardon,  ^without  the  Holy  Ghost, 

ind  therefore  in  condemnation.     And  it  was  as 

reasonable  in  tliem    ^who  lived  during  the  most 

beiughted  period  of  tlie    Christian  Church,  to 

think,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  transgres- 

d<»smwluc\i  they  lived  and  died,  they  would 

assuredly  be  saved  if  they  were  buried  in  the 

cowl  and  cassock  of  a  monk,  as  it  would  be  in 

any  of  ourselves,  to  put  our  privil^es  and  legal 

obedience  in  the  stead  of  Christ,  and  yet  hope 

for  th^  sakes  to  avoid  the  sentence   of  his 

wrath,  "  /  never  knew  you  depart  from  me." 

But  Abraham's  seed, — they  in  whom  he  has 
die  right  of  a  spiritual  paternity,  and  they  in 
him  the  privileges  of  a  blessed  parentage  as  his 
spiritual  offipring,  are  believers  in  Jesus  Christ : 
and  they  are  of  no  particular  cUme,  country, 
sex,  people,  language  ;  but,  of  all.  These  are 
they  who  shall  come  from  the  east,  and  from 
the  west,  and  from  the  north,  and  from  the 
south,  and  shall  sit  down  with  Abraham,  Isaac, 
and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  God.^  The  New 
Testament  has  taught  us,  that  the  promise  of 
an  innumerable  progeny  made  to  Abraham, 
though  literally  fiilfilled,  had  a  farther  meaning ; 

'  See  alto  Imiak  xHiL  5—7, 
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and  is  to  be  understood  of  all  who  are  partakers 
of  like  precious  faith  with  him,  whether  Jews 
or  Gentiles.  "  Unto  Abraham^  and  unto  his 
seed  were  the  promises  made.  He  saith  not, 
and  to  seeds,  as  of  many,  but,  as  of  one  ;  and 
to  thy  seed,  which  is  Christ'^ '  "  Thus  then  the 
great  and  gracious  paradisaical  promise  was  re- 
published and  confirmed.  The  blessing  in  the 
latter  edition,  is,  under  a  new  form,  essentially 
the  same,  of  which  assurance  was  given  in  the 
former ;  for  that  general  blessing  is  the  bruising 
of  the  serpent's  head,  or  the  destruction  of  the 
works  of  the  devil,'*  *  and  the  victorious  salva- 
tion of  God's  Incarnate  Son,  whereby  He  hath 
opened  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  all  believers. 

There  is  therefore  an  absolute,  and  happy 
identity  between  this  gracious  seed  of  Abraham, 
and  the  redeemed,  justified,  adopted,  and  holy 
family  of  heaven.  The  establishment  of  this 
fact  forms  the  centre,  towards  which  every  ray 
of  the  apostle's  triumphant  and  luminous  argu- 
ment had  concourse  and  convergency.  **  Ye 
are  all  the  children  of  God,  by  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus,^^  ^    The  adoption  is  the  same  to  all  the 

'  OaL  ui.  16. 
'  Biddnlph's  Theolo^  of  the  early  Patriarchs.  iL  114. 

•  Gal.  iii.  26. 
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leei  d  M^nliaxQ,    livliether  naturally  derived 
from  )amy  or   spiritually   engrafted  into  him. 
As  aU  pious  Jeiirs  obtained  this  happy  relation 
under  the  Old  Testament,  so  doth  every  dis- 
ciple of  our  gracious    Lord  under  the   New. 
Were  they  justified  freely  ?   So  are  we,  if  justi- 
fied at  all.     Was  righteousness,  even  the  im- 
puted lighteonsness  of  Him  who  magnified  the 
law,  and  made  it  honourable,  the  needful,  the 
perfect,  the  spotless  robe  wherein  they  must  be 
doched  for  acceptance   with   God?     Even  so 
most  it  be  our  wedding  garment.     Was  &ith 
imputed  to  their  great  progenitor,  and  to  them 
for  righteousness  ?   So  must  it  be  to  us  also. 
They  wkich  be  of  faith,  are  blessed  with  faith- 
fid  Abraham.  ^     He  was  justified,  not  by  the 
act,  but  by  the  object  of  his  fSuth,  even  *'  God  in 
Christ  Jesus,  reconciling  the  world  to  Himself.*'  < 
(£.)  And  here  let  me  observe,  that  if  the 
Holy  Spirit  hath  graciously  gifted  us  with  the 
purged  and  purified  vision  of  faith.  He  opens 
to  our  view  the  second  part  of  his  conclusion. 
"If  ye  be  Christ's,  then  are  ye  Abraham's  seed, 
(md  heirs  according  to  the  promise,  even  of  that 
most  precious  assurance,  on  which  the  believing 

'  OaL  iii.  9.  •  2  Cor.  ▼.  19. 
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patriarch  leaned,  when  he  stretched  his  ) 
far  down  the  stream  of  ages,  and  saw  the  di 
Clirist,  to  his  joy  and  rejoicing.  "  In  thy 
ithall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  bhise 
He  saw  what  every  spiritual  child,  gracic 
descended  from  himself,  is  privileged  to  beb 
pardon,  remission,  reconciliation,  adoption 
the  family  of  God,  and  all  the  immunities, 
all  the  bestowments  of  unrestrained  and  inf 
love,  in  their  great  treasure  house,  Got 
Christ.  But  who  shall  open  all  the  blest 
which  this  high  relation  embraceg  and  inclu 
Behold  what  manner  of  love  the  Father 
bestowed  upon  the  true  seed  of  Abraham, 
they  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God,  the 
and  daughters  of  the  Lord  Almighty !  '' 
shall  describe  the  mercies  linked  to  this 
adoption  of  the  Father's  love  towards  his  i 
dren  in  the  grace  of  faith  ?  "If  children, 
heirs :  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs 
Christ."^ 

O  how  insufticienlly,  how  unworthily, 
dishonourably  to  their  Father's  love,  how  i 
riously  to  themselves,  do  the  children  of 
Most  High,  the  members  of  his  Son's  body, 

■  Oen.  xniiL  It.  '  Ron.  Tiii.  17. 
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tklifiin  o{  t]bat  glory,  ^Tirliich  the  Son  Himself  in 
htt  human  nature  enjoys,  overlook  their  privi- 
leges and  possessions  1  How  little  are  they 
accustomed  to  that  large-heartedness  of  gra- 
doos  feeling,  wliereby  to  comprehend  *'  the 
iengik,  and  bretidUhy  and  depth,  and  heighty  and 
to  i:iiot6  the  love  of  Christ  which  paueth  know- 
ledge^  and  to  be  filled  with  all  the  fulneMM  of 
God/"* 

Therefore  it  is,  that  the  children  of  God 
remain  needy  and  unsupplied.  Therefore  it  is, 
that  they  are  weak  and  unfiruitfiil.  Therefore 
it  is,  that  they  halt  and  loiter,  and  that  their 
souls  deave  to  the  dust,  when  they  should 
mount  up  on  the  wings  of  a  lighter  and  more 
faithful  vision  of  their  mercies,  as  eagles;  when 
they  should  run  and  not  he  weary ,  when  they 
should  walk  and  notfaintr  Why  do  not  these 
heirs  of  God  take  to  themselves  the  blessedness 
of  their  heritage  by  anticipation,  until  they 
realize  the  whole  in  its  enjoyment  ?  They  have 
the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  as  their  pos- 
session. All  covenant  blessings  are  their  own, 
made  over  to  them  in  Baptism,  and  sealed  anew 
in  the  Supper  of  the  Lord.     The  blessing  of 

'  Epk  iii.  ia»  19.  *  Ittiah  xL  31. 
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ordinances;  theblessingsof  the  means  of  grace; 
the  blessings  of  God's  own  word,  with  all  its 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promises,  belong 
to  them :  yet  they  see  them  not  in  all  their 
lovehness,  nor  feel  them  in  aU  their  power. 
The  Lord  increase  your  &uth.  O  that  the 
"  Ood  of  OUT  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  0/ 
glory,  may  give  unto  you  the  spirit  of  wisdom 
and  revelation  in  the  knowledge  of  Him :  the 
eyes  of  your  understanding  being  enlightened  { 
that  ye  may  know  what  is  the  hope  of  his  call- 
ing,  and  what  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  his 
inheritance  in  the  saints." ' 

Surely  if  the  heirs  of  salvation  would  be 
borne  above  the  earth,  to  have  their  conversa- 
tion in  heaven,  they  should  be  more  familiar 
with  the  treasure  of  their  rich  inheritance. 
Their  faith  would  then  be  like  the  bow  of  Jona- 
than, and  the  sword  of  Saul,  which  never  re- 
turned empty.  Besetting  sins  would  be  trod- 
den down,  and  iniquity  would  be  as  ashes  under 
the  soles  of  their  feet.  They  would  be  made 
more  than  conquerors  in  all  assaults  of  their 
spiritual  enemies,  and  triumph  in  the  midst  of 
conflict. 

>  Epbe*.  i.  17. 
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*•  H«f«  occorclin^  to  the  promise,^'  The  seal 
rfercry  engagement  to  them  being  the  blood  of 
Christ  •,  the  seal  of  every  engagement  in  them, 
beii^  the  wit3iess  of  the  Spirit ;  one  of  whose 
most  endearing  titles,  to  an  experimental 
Christian,  describes  Him  as  ''  the  Holy  Spirit 
ofynmuer  ^  What  an  assurance  of  happiness 
doth  this  name  contain  and  convey!  What  a 
pledge  of  life  eternal !  There  is  not  a  promise 
re?ealed  in  the  book  of  God,  of  which  the 
bdierer  may  not  expect  the  performance  at  the 
iiand  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  is  the  spirit  in 
the  promise,  as  its  very  life  and  essence.  He 
is  the  spirit  of  the  promise,  being  a  party  in  the 
dirine  mind  who  gave  it,  and  the  person  in  the 
dirine  nature  who  accomplishes  it  to  the  heirs 
of  promise,  according  to  that ''  everkuting  cove^ 
nani,  which  is  ordered  in  all  things  and  sttre" 
Heirs  of  God,  In  other  heritages,  many  a 
seemingly  copious  stream  is  comparatively  dried 
up  by  dispersion  into  a  great  variety  of  chan- 
nels ;  but  here  the  number  of  co-heirs  cannot 
diTniTiigli  that  blessedness  of  each,  which  is  fiir- 
niahed  by  the  inexhaustible  sufficiency  of  Him 
who  fiUeth  all  in  all.     The  same  light  may  be 

'  Serie^B  Hone  Solitarue,  II.  411.  '  Sam.  xxiiL  5. 
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seen  by  millions,  yet  its  fountain  in  the  sun 
suffers  no  diminution.  And  when  the  all-suffi- 
ciency of  God,  the  merit  of  his  Son,  and  the 
omnipotence  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  provide  for  the 
objects  of  their  love,  what  blessings  can  be 
wanting  to  them  within  the  limits  of  time,  or 
the  illimitable  eternity  that  will  succeed?  The 
heir  indeed  is  maintained  by  guardians  during 
his  nonage ;  but  even  the  present  possession 
comes  from  his  ovni  property.  It  is  a  portion 
of  the  revenue  appertaining  to  him,  according 
to  the  law  of  his  inheritance.  And  thus  it  is 
with  the  heirs  of  God,  and  the  joint  heirs  with 
Christ.  They  will  never  want  a  present  por- 
tion, for  **  God  shall  supply  all  their  need, 
according  to  his  riches  in  glory  by  Christ 
Jesus''^  And  in  what  they  have,  they  enjoy 
their  own,  those  first-fruits  which  are  the 
pledges,  and  earnests,  and  foretastes  of  the 
glorious  harvest,  at  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  with  all  his  saints.  The  whole 
inspired  volume  is  more  full  of  God*s  conde- 
scension to  the  lowest  and  meanest  member  of 
his  church,  than  to  the  highest  and  proudest 
of  those  who  do  not  belong  to  it ;  even  as  He 

»  Phil.  W.  l». 
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gave  moie  minute  directaons  concerning  the 
Ten  pins,  and  SEkMffeTs,  axid  basins  of  the  taber* 
iBcIe,  than  concerning  any  matter  of  mere 
earthly  magnificence. 

A  Christian  should  he  enabled  habituallj 
to  summon  this  witness  of  the  Spirit  with  his 
spirit, — ^with  Yiis  conscience  purged  by  the 
Uood  of  Christ,  for  testimony  that  he  is  indeed 
a  dkild  of  God,  by  spiritual  principles  and  feel- 
ings suitable  to,  and  concurring  with,  his  bap- 
tismal relation.  The  testimony  should  be  prac- 
ticaL  And  when  the  Christian's  experience 
sees  the  spirit  of  Jesus  not  only  resting  upon 
the  Head,  but  descending  to  the  lowest  member 
of  his  mystical  body,  making  rich  even  himself, 
as  one  of  them  ;  impressing  holy  principles  and 
moUons  upon  his  soul ;  transforming  him  into 
a  man  wholly  different  from  what  he  was  in 
nature ;  giving  that  impulse  from  the  Head, 
which  makes  the  feet  move  in  unison  to  its 
impulses  and  suggestions,  and  run  with  delight 
the  way  of  God*s  commandments,  then  by  the 
same  Spirit  he  may  know  that  he  is  imited  to 
Christ,  a  child  of  God,  and  if  a  child,  then  an 
heir — an  heir  of  God,  and  a  joint  heir  with 
Christ.  It  surely  befits  the  heir  of  an  earthly 
heritage,   to   preserve  his  muniment  room   in 
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order ;  and  every  document  in  due  place,  that 
he  may  be  able  to  lay  his  hand  on  each,  as  each 
is  needed,  if  any  enemy  should  challenge  his 
right  in  the  inheritance,  and  so  that  he  may 
thus  remain  in  peace.  And  the  heirs  of  glory 
— are  not  they  concerned  to  keep  their  evi- 
dences bright,  beaming,  clear,  and  ready  to  their 
hand  ?  Are  not  they  concerned  to  use  all  dili- 
gence to  make  their  calling  and  election  sure  ? 
So  that  if  the  accuser  of  the  brethren  should 
charge  them  with  making  an  unrighteous  claim 
to  the  mercies  of  God,  for  which  he  may  deny 
their  title,  they  may  be  enabled  to  rebuke  him 
upon  the  authori^  of  the  word  of  God,  and 
bid  him  get  behind  them. 

Yet  on  the  other  hand,  when  these  evidences 
may  be  blottedand  almost  illegible, — though  the 
miscarriages  of  God's  children  may  have  made 
them  so,  they  should  not  lightly  question  the 
love  of  God,  and  think  that  all  is  lost.  The 
money  may  be  in  the  sack's  mouth,  when  yet 
the  sons  of  Jacob  do  not  see  it.  The  liOrd  of 
the  land  may  be  their  brother,  though  their 
eyes  may  be  holden  awhile,  that  they  cannot 
see  Him.  He  may  be  carrying  on  his  designs 
of  infinite  love ;  although  his  mysterious  deal- 
ing may    give  his  brethren  hard  thoughts  con- 
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cenimg  Him.  Are  any  of  you  thus  tempted  ? 
Remember  yo\xr  experiences,  as  comments  upon 
the  promises.  Liook  up  in  faith  to  Him  who 
restores  the  soul ;  and  rest  persuaded  that  He 
will  jet  restore  nnto  you  the  manifestations  of 
his  love,  and  give  you  peace. 

The  heir  of  God,  however,  according  to  the 
promise  of  &ithful  Abraham,  should  never  ex- 
pect, never  desire,  never  admit  happiness  to  his 
heart,  except  in  the  path  of  holiness.     Cheer- 
fbl,  filial  obedience  is  the  best  outward  mark 
aod  manifestation  of  the  spiritual  seed  of  Abra- 
ham.     Live   then,  ye  who  thus  believe,  and 
trust  yourselves  to  be  the  objects  of  adopting 
grace — live,  not  upon  your  privil^es,  but  upon 
your  Saviour.     The  life  which  ye  now  live  in 
the  flesh,  let  it  appear  to  be  carried  on  by  the 
fidth  of  the  Son   of  God,  who  loved  you  and 
gave  Himself  for  you.     If  you  are  indeed  trans- 
lated from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  into  the 
gracious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God,  "  tvalk 
worthy  of  Him  who  hath  called  you  to  his  king^ 
iom  and  glory. ^^     If  you  are  made  priests  unto 
God,  see   that  ye  remember  your  high  conse- 
cration; and  keep   yourselves  imspotted  from 
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the  world,  in  holiness  to  the  Lord.  If  jou  have 
been  advanced  to  become  kings,  with  all  the 
co-heirs  of  Christ,  then  remember,  that  it  is  an 
essential  privilege  as  well  as  a  duty  of  that 
royalty  to  reign  over  your  corruptions,  and  to 
subdue  your  iniquities,  by  the  power  of  an  in- 
dwelling Saviour.  His  gloriousdtle  of  Kingof 
Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords,  is  by  no  proof  more 
clearly  known  in  the  church,  than  by  the  ex- 
perienced exercise  of  his  royalty,  in  casting 
down  the  power,  as  well  as  removing  the  guilt 
of  sin.  It  must  "  not  have  dominion  over  you ; 
for  ye  are  not  under  the  laic,  but  under  grace."' 
Be  careful,  that  your  obedience,  instead  of 
being  interrupted  and  partial,  may  resemble 
the  sun's  course  through  the  zodiac.  It  misses 
no  sign,  it  turns  aside  from  no  constellation ; 
but  traverses  them  all  with  undeviating  steadi- 
ness and  regularity.  Watch  against  all  omis- 
sions of  duty,  not  less  than  against  the  commis- 
sion of  sin.  It  was  the  earnest  prayer  of  that 
great  luminary  of  the  Anglican  church,  Arch- 
bishop Usher,  when  his  brightness  was  just 
about  to  set,  and  leave  only  the  radiant  track 
of  his  example,  '  Gracious  Lord,  pardon  me  for 
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thy  dear  Son's  sake,  all  my  sins,  and  especially 
my  sins  of  omission.*  That  Christian  greatly 
dishonours  his  Saviour,  and  his  Father,  and  his 
Sanctifier,  whose  obedience  is  like  the  filial  duty 
of  Elsau,  when  he  was  willing  to  fetch  venison 
which  Isaac  might  eat,  hoping  for  a  blessing 
and  his  birthright  in  that  obedience  ;  while  yet 
he  would  not  hearken  to  his  father's  voice,  in  a 
lugher  matter,  but  chose  a  wife  for  himself,  in 
plain  contrariety  to  his  fether's  will.  Be  yours 
the  Psalmist's  prayer,  and  yours  shall  be  the 
Psalmist's  peace ;  "  O  that  my  ways  were 
directed  to  keep  thy  statutes  !  Then  shall  I  not 
he  ashamed  J  when  I  have  respect  unto  all  thy 
ctmtmandments-'*  * 


'   Psalm  cxix.  5. 
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THE    DIVINE   CALLING   OF    ABRAM. 

GENESIS  XII.  1. 
Now  THB  Lord  had  said  unto  Abram,  gbt  tubs   out  op 

THY  country,    and   FROM  THY    KINDRBD,     AND     FROM     THY 
FATHER^S  R0U8R,  UNTO  A  LAND  THAT  I  WILL  8HBWTHBB. 

If  a  bridge  were  to  be  thrown  across  a  wide 
and  rapid  river,  the  builder  would  probably  see 
good,  should  it  be  practicable,  to  raise  a  pier  in 
the  mid-stream ;  so  that  the  strain  upon  the 
extremities  might  be  supported,  and  the  sense 
of  security  and  comfort  increased.  Such  a 
measure  (if  I  may  so  speak)  would  in  its  degree 
resemble  the  procedure  of  the  Most  High,  in 
the  developement  of  his  eternal  counsels  for  the 
salvation  of  sinners.  A  long  period  intervened 
between  the  fall  of  man,  and  the  advent,  of  his 
Redeemer.  It  seemed  as  though  faith  and  hope 
would  need  some  intermediate  support — some- 
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thing  visible  to  the  church's  eye,  and  firm  be- 
neath the  church's  footing,  which  might  connect 
the  first  piomise  of  salvation  in  Eden,  with  the 
amazing  act,  whereby  it  was  effected  upon 
Cahrary.  Very  graciously  and  wisely  was  this 
want  suppUed.  Abram,  the  friend  of  God, 
and,  representatively  the  father  of  a  spiritual 
posterity,  appeared  not  far  from  the  middle 
period  between  that  wherein  the  first  Adam 
ruined,  and  the  second  Adam  redeemed  the 
world.  Thenceforward  the  way  of  life,  cask  up 
in  the  Lamb  of  God  became  more  plain  and 
cheerful  to  those  who  lived  in  faith  upon  his 
future  manifestation  and  ofiice.  The  saints 
passed  along  that  gracious  path  in  clearer  views 
of  Jehovah^s  love  and  purpose.  They  had  not 
indeed  received  the  promises,  in  the  humiliation 
of  the  Son  of  God,  by  the  assumption  of  our 
flesh ;  but  having  seen  them  afar  off,  were  per- 
suaded of  them,  and  embraced  them. 

I  proceed  now,  to  enter  more  immediately 
upon  the  history  of  Abram  (for  such  was  his 
original  name)  as  one  upon  which  the  Holy 
Spirit  has  stamped  an  impress  of  importance, 
greater  than  upon  any  other  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment saints.  And  may  that  God  who  was  his 
shield,  and  his  exceedii^  great  reward,  make  us 
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partakers  of  like  precious  faith ;  that  we  may 
be  blessed  with  faithful  Abram. 

We  have  already  seen  how  unworthily  the 
mind  of  God,  in  this  instructive  portion  of  his 
word,  would  be  apprehended  were  it  to  be  read 
as  a  mere  historical  record,  from  which  we 
could  only  draw  some  moral  or  philosophical 
conclusions ;  such  as  might  be  supposed  to  arise 
from  studying  the  history  of  any  other  illus- 
trious individual,  or  the  changes  of  states  and 
empires.  We  should  thus  overlook  the  two 
great  objects  which  a  reader  of  God's  revelation 
in  the  Bible  ought  ever  to  keep  in  view, — his 
supreme  glory  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  and  the  manner 
in  wliich  all  his  procedures  have  been  directed 
to  subserve  the  good  and  glory  of  his  Church. 
We  have  *a  personal,  an  immediate,  an  infinitely 
important  interest  in  the  life  and  providences 
of  One,  with  whom  God  sealed  the  covenant  of 
salvation.  If  then  we  are  to  derive  instruction 
really  useful  from  this  portion  of  the  Bible,  it 
will  be  needful  to  regard  Abram  in  a  double 
point  of  view.  We  must  endeavour  to  trace 
and  follow  out  the  leadings  of  a  great  principle, 
into  the  obligations  and  details  of  social  life,  by 
exhibiting  the  power  and  efficacy  of  faith.  And 
we  must  regard   the   patriarch  himself,  as  an 
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illustrious  type  of  the  Church  collective,  as  its 
«arthlv  federal  head,  to  the  end  of  all  things  ; 
and  the  land  of  Canaan ,  whither  he  joumied,  as 
a  dim,  though  very  inteUigible  representation 
of  the  rest  that  remaineth  for  the  people  of 
God. 

With  this  understanding,  for  which  the  whole 
tenour  of  Scripture  is  unquestionable  and  ample 
authoritv,  I  proceed  to  examine 

The  command  given  to  Abram. 

*•  The  Lord  had  said  to  him^  Get  thee  out  of 
thy  country  J  arulfrom  thy  kindredj  and  from  thy 
fathers  house,  unto  a  land  that  I  will  shew  thee,'' 

Any  due  investigation  of  this  solemn  and 
authoritative  precept  must  necessarily  begin 
with 

(I.)  ^  consideration  of  Abram' s  state  and  cir- 
cuwutances  when  he  received  it.  The  deluge 
had  overwhelmed  the  race  of  man ;  but  it  could 
not  wash  away  the  pollution  and  power  of  sin 
from  those  whom  mercy  had  vouchsafed  to 
qore,  that  they  might  repeople  the  world,  and 
become  the  ancestry  of  the  Church.  Scarcely  a 
century  after  the  flood  we  find  the  impious 
tttempt  to  build  the  tower  of  Babel  frustrated 
br  an  express  interposition  firom  heaven.     The 
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inhabitants  of  the  plain  of  Sbinar  or  Chaldea, 
laid  the  foundation  of  their  work  iii  pride  and 
vanity ;  and  it  was  levelled,  as  every  thing 
so  based  must  be,  with  the  dust.  The  posterity 
of  Shera,  from  whom  was  to  be  torn  the  pro- 
mised Saviour  of  the  world,  had  sunk  into  a 
sad  disposition  to  intermingle  idolatry  with 
their  reverence  towards  the  true  God.  They 
did  not  indeed  worship  gods  of  wood  and  stone, 
the  work  of  men's  hands;  but  the  frequent  ap- 
pearances of  the  Word  of  Jehovah  in  a  human 
form  soon  led  to  hero  worship.  This  hero 
worship  was  from  the  first  immediately  asso- 
ciated with  astronomical  superstition,  and  an 
idolatrous  reverence  for  the  great  lights  of 
heaven.*  Such  a  superstition  was  perhaps  the 
first  and  most  natural  step  which  the  evil  heart 
of  unbelief  could  take,  when  it  departed  from 
the  uncreated  and  invisible  God.  But  it  was 
not  on  this  account  the  less  guilty.  "  Thou 
shalt  have  no  other  gods  beside  Me,"  is  the 
especial  command  of  the  Most  High ;  and  fear- 
fully  does  that  man  mistake,  who  deems  himself 
to  be  no  idolater  but  a  worshipper  of  Jehovah, 
because  his  idol  is  not  so  hideous  to  the  eye,  so 

■  F*b«t  on  the  Three  DupcmtiMi^  L  IS,  246,  Ac. 
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levohmg  to  the  understandiiigy  nor  so  debasing 
to  the  moral  aense,  as  those  which  he  sees  others 
fenring.    If  Newton  himself  had  so  fearfiiUj 
abused  the  powers  of  his  mighty  mind,  as  to 
esteem  his  knowledge  of  the  material  world, 
aad  aU  its  heantiful  machinery  to  be  the  chief 
good — and  had    forgott^i    to  give  the  glory 
where  it  was  due,  he  would  have  been  an  idola- 
ter as  flagrant  as  Nebuchadnezzar,  when  he  said 
ooneeming  the  dty  of  his  pride,  *^  Is  not  this 
great  Babylon,  that  I  have  built  for  the  house 
of  the  kingdom,  by  the  might  of  my  power,  and 
Ibr  the  honour  of  my  majesty;''  or  as  if  he  had 
jobied  the  cry  of  those  who  shouted  ^*  Crreat  is 
Diana  of  the  Ephesians;'*  or  as  if  he  had  ex- 
dianged  places  with  the  most  miserable  heathen 
who  ever  cast  himself  beneath  the  wheels  of 
JoggeniauC     We  are   equally  under  the  curse 
Slid  condemnation  of  an  offended  God,  whether 
we  depart  firom  Jlim  to  follow  the  delusions  of 
an  infidel  speculation  and  philosophy,  like  that 
idiich  now  wages  in  Christendom  its  fierce  and 
nmiitigable  warfare  against  the  Bible ;  or  whe- 
ther we  are  enslaved  by  those  grosser  works  of 
the  flesh— -drunkenness,    rioting,   chambering, 
wantonness.  Sabbath-breaking,  profaneness,  or 
>&y  other  of  those  iniquities,  for  the  sake  of 
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which  cometh  the  wrath  of  God  upon  the  chil- 
dren of  disobedience.  We  are  not  indeed  to 
suppose  that  the  family  of  Abram  was  wholly 
given  up  to  idolatry,  for  Jehovah  is  called  the 
God  of  Nahor;^  but  they  had  very  deeply  im- 
bibed the  almost  universal  corruption  of  the 
times;  according  to  the  testimony  of  Joshua, 
"  Your  fathers  dwelt  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Jloody  in  old  time^  even  Terah  the  father  of 
Abram,  and  the  father  of  Nahor,  and  they 
served  other  gods.'*  ^  True  religion  was  indeed 
miraculously  kept  alive  in  the  family  of  Shem, 
who  lived  imtil  Isaac  was  fifty  years  old ;  but 
it  was  preserved,  as  a  spark  ready  to  be  ex- 
tinguished, or  as  life  in  one  about  to  give  up  the 
ghost. 

The  concision  of  languages  at  the  dispersion 
of  Babal,  was  the  con&sion  of  religion ;  and  the 
darkness  which  fell  upon  the  world,  continued 
to  cover  and  delude  it,  until  the  outpouring  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  in  the  gift  of  tongues  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost.  The  veil  that  was  spread 
over  all  nations  at  Babel,  was  taken  away  at 
Mount  Zion. '  In  the  mean  time,  however,  it 
was  needful  that  a  particular  nation  should  be 

*  Gen.  xxxi.  53.  *  Joshua  xxIt.  2. 

«  Lightfoofs  Works,  8vo.  VIII.  376. 
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fxgrasVj  «ep«zated.  from  the  idolatrous  worlds 

to  become  the  depo^tory  of  saving  truth ;    to 

reeme  the  types  and  prophecies,  which  testified 

of  Chnst,  )ua  coming,  his  sufferings,  and  the 

gtary  that  should  follow.     This  people  were  to 

prepay  the  way  of  his  advent  to  the  world ;  to 

preserve  the  oracles  of  God ;  to  fidfil  the  divine 

intention  concerning  the  Saviour's  birth;  and 

to  be  the  point  firom  whence  the  Sun  of  Righ- 

teousnen  might  go  forth  to  the  fest  of  the  world, 

''as  a  bridegroom  cometh  out  of  his  chamber, 

and  rejoice  as  a  strong  man  to  run  a  race." 

Ihese  great  purposes  could  not  have  been  well 

a&swered,  if  the  people  of  God  had  been  mixed 

hr  two  thousand  years  among  the  heathen.    The 

can  of  Abram,  therefore,  might  be  considered  as 

tfonndation  for  the  church  of  Christ  in  a  more 

distinct  and  regular  state.  ^  ^'  Othe  depths  of  the 

fiehe9,  both  of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God 

km  umsearehable  are  his  judgments,   and  his 

ways  past  finding  out  /"  ^ 

The  land  of  our  nativity,  in  a  spiritual  point 
of  view,  is  not  the  land  of  promise.  Nature 
Old  grace  are  countries  widely  separated,  and 
DO  man  can  be  a  citizen  of  both.     The  city  of 

'  Edwanis'  Historjr  of  Redemption.  Works.  V.  45. 

'  IUm.zL33. 
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sin  has  no  community  of  people,  laws,  customs, 
king,  privilege,  or  reUgion,  with  the  city  of  sal- 
vation  in  Jesus  Christ.  Our  original  home  is 
under  the  god  of  this  world,  the  spirit  that 
worketh  in  the  children  of  disobedience,  and 
the  irreconcileable  enemy  of  the  God  of  heaven. 
Adoption  into  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in 
light,  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  conformity  to 
a  world  that  lieth  in  wickedness.  Abram,  be- 
yond Euphrates,  was  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
spiritual  territory  of  God ;  for  he  was  in  the 
land  of  idolatry :  and  therefore,  he  must  hear 
and  obey  the  command,  Get  thee  out  of  thy 
coimtry,  into  another,  and  a  very  different  coun- 
try— the  type  of  Immanuel's  land,  in  grace  and 
glory. 

Many  commentators  have  contended  for  a 
double  call  of  Abram :  one  in  Ur  of  the  Chai- 
dees,  before  the  death  of  Terah ;  and  another 
after  that  event  took  place ;  and  apparently  with 
good  reason.  Two  several  calls  of  God  are 
made  to  Abram,  one  in  Chaldea,  the  other  in 
Haran.  His  first  summons  was  a  general  com- 
mand to  leave  the  place  of  his  birth,  "  Ur  of  the 
Chaldees."  "  Get  thee  out  of  thy  country,  and 
from  thy  kindred;*'  but  it  makes  no  mention  of 
his  father's  house ;  for  that  he  took  along  with 
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kim.  The  Holy  Ohost^  indeed,  has  ascribed  the 
eoednet  of  this  journey  to  Terah,  (Gen.  xi. 
31.)  as  if  he  had  received  the  call,  and  had  been 
the  chief  moTer  in  this  sacred  migration.  But 
that  the  call  was  made  to  Abram  is  clear  and 
dedsiye.  ^  He  dwelt,  therefore,  in  Haran,  until 
&e  death  of  Terah,  a  period  of  fourteen  years. 
Brat  when  afterwards  God  calls  him  from  Haran, 
He  bids  him  depart  from  his  father's  house^  as 
wdl  as  he  had  done  from  his  country  and  kin- 
dred before.  He  therefore  now  leaves  his 
lirother  Nahor,  and  all  his  kindred.  Lot  ex- 
cepted, behind  him. ' 

Mesopotamia  is  often  put  for  that  part  of  Asia 
which  ia  separated  from  Syria,  by  the  river 
Euphrates ;  and,  sometimes  more  strictly  for  the 
eoontry  between  the  rivers  Euphrates  and 
Hgrny  whence  indeed  it  has  its  name.  When 
St.  Stephen  therefore  afi^rms,  that  God  appear- 
ed unto  Abram  in  Mesopotamia,  before  he 
dtrelt  in  Haran,  he  takes  it  in  its  largest  sense, 
» comprehending  Shinar  or  Chaldea.  Abram's 
mbsequent  migration  was  into  Syria,  where 
Canaan  was  situated. 

(XL)  The  manner  wherein  this  divine  commu- 

'  JcdbBi zziT.  2.    ActoTii.2.        <LeightonVIII.no. 
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nication  was  made  to  Ahram,  is  hidden  in  much 
obscurity.  The  Holy  Ghost  has  not  seen  good 
to  tell  us  whetherit  was  given  in  a  dream  to  the 
sleeper;  in  a  waking  vision  of  the  night;  by 
some  secret  impulses  conveyed  to  his  mind ;  or 
in  a  still  higher  and  more  mysterious  manner. 
St.  Stephen  has  described  the  transaction  in 
terms  which  seem  to  point  out  the  second  Per- 
son in  the  Godhead,  as  the  Messenger  of  his  own 
will  to  the  patriarch.  The  God  of  glory  ap- 
peared unto,  or  was  seen  by,  our  father  Abram. 
The  Word  was  often  thus  described  to  the 
early  saints,  with  reference  to  His  Incarna- 
tion. ^ 

That  such  manifestations  were  afterwards 
made  to  this  favoured  servant  of  Jehovah,  we 
cannot  doubt.  *  And  the  consideration  is  moel 
cheering;  the  gracious  position  in  which  it 
places  lost  and  ruined  man,  most  encouraging ; 
the  aspect  of  God's  love,  in  thus  going  into  the 
wilderness  of  an  idolatrous  land,  to  seek  and  to 
save  one  sheep  that  was  lost,  before  He  came 
in  very  deed  to  make  his  appointed  sojourn 
upon  earth,  most  endearing ;  and  at  the  same 
time,  entirely  in  character  with  all  the  stupend- 

*  Pialm  zziy.  7,  8.    Isa.  zl.  5.    Ix.  2.    1  Cor.  U.  8. 
'  Gen.  xriii.  1,  &c 
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OQS  acts  of  Incarnate  LiOTe.  It  would  therefore^ 
biTe  been  unjust  to  the  divine  record^  were  I 
to  hare  omitted  the  holy  martyr's  testimony^ 
and  with  it  my  belief  ,  that  the  words  may  be 
literally  nndeTstood,  for  the  comfort  of  those 
who  feel  in  their  spiritual  unworthiness  and 
destitution,  a  necessity  of  knowing  that  the 
Lord  thor  Redeemer,  hath  no  limits  in  the 
OQDdescension  of  his  saving  tenderness. 

(IIL)  Is  it  asked,  Whence  originated  this 
command  of  God  to  Ahram?  We  are  at  no 
loB  br  the  answer.  It  was  the  spontaneous 
and  unsought  interference  of  divine  goodness. 
It  was  neither  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  him 
that  runneth,  but  of  God  who  sheweth  mercy ; 
and  well  did  the  heart  of  Abram  understand  it 
thus  to  be.  As  one,  whose  knowledge  and  wor- 
ship of  Jehovah  were  awfully  debased  by  ido- 
latry, he  could  have  no  possible  claim  to  the 
finrour  of  that  jealous  God,  whom  his  supersti- 
tioD  so  greatly  dishonoured,  and  surely  none  to 
a  distinction  in  the  household  of  salvation,  so 
amazing,  as  to  be  called  the  father  of  the  fsath- 
fiil,  and  the  friend  of  God.  He  possessed  not 
efen  the  claim  of  birthright  over  his  brethren — 
die  usual  ground  of  all  outward  religious  dis- 
tinctions. For  although  he  is  named  first  among 
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the  sons  of  Teraht  ■  yet  is  it  rather  with  refer- 
ence to  his  illustrious  station  andpren^tiTe  in 
the  Redeemer's  chuich,  than  according  to  his 
iamily  standing  and  privilege.  He  was  seventy- 
five  years  old)  at  the  time  of  going  forth  from 
Haran.  At  this  period  Teiah  was  dead,  aged 
two  huudred  and  five  years ;  so  that  at  Ahram's 
birth,  he  must  have  already  lived  one  hundred 
and  thirty  years  j  whereas  he  is  said  to  have 
been  seventy  years  old,  when  he  begat,  or  began 
to  beget  his  children,  Abram,  Nahor,  and 
Haran.  Abram,  then,  was  in  all  probability  the 
youngest  of  his  father's  sons.  At  all  events  he 
could  not  possibly  have  been  the  eldest. '  The 
purposes  of  God  were  never  intended  to  be  ex- 
hibited and  meted  out,  according  to  the  order 
and  measure  of  humnn  expectances  and  calculi 
tions.  Jesse  offered  Ms  eldest  son  to  Samuel, 
to  be  anointed  king  over  Israel ;  and  then  all  the 
rest  of  his  children.according  to  priority  of  age, 
before  he  thought  of  presenting  David,  the 
youngest  bom.  But  when  the  stripling  came 
&om  the  field,  the  word  of  the  Lord  said  to 

'  Oen.lL  27. 
■  Id  the  uae  maiuier  it  »  itAted,   (Oen.  t.  32.)  tbat  Noah 
begat  Shem,  Hun,  ud  Japbeth ;  when  Sbon  for  dignitj  k 
nsDicd  fint,  aa  Abraliun  here,  and  Jifiheih  iha  eld«M  ia  nnned 
Ian,  u  HvBO  in  this  place. 
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SaDTiel,  **  Arise  and  anoint  him,  for  this  is  he." 
JoKpk  fuQy  expected  his  fiither  Jacob  to  have 
hid  his  rij^t  band,  for  the  chief  blessingi  upon 
the  head  of  his  eldest  bom  Manasseh.  The 
patriarch,  however,  guided  by  that  unerring 
Spirit,  who  then  IQled  and  enlightened  his  mind 
with  prophetic  truth,  crossed  his  hands  wittingly, 
to  lerene  the  order  wherein  Joseph  had  placed 
lus  sods;  and  by  that  significant  rite  gave  the 
birthr^tto  £pliraim  the  younger.  And  doth 
not  the  tenor  of  Scripture  assure  us,  that  such 
procedures  on  the  part  of  Jehovah,  in  the  walk 
of  Providence,  are  visible  patterns  of  his  dealing 
m  &e  world  of  grace,  even  as  the  material  taber- 
naele  was  the  emblem  of  that  above  ? 

Abram,  in  this  important  turning  point  of 
his  life,  was  the  representative  of  the  whole 
ledeemed  and  sanctified  church — a  testimony 
aho  to  God's  undeserved  love  towards  it,  and 
to  the  absolutely  gracious  fireeness  of  its  salva- 
tion in  Christ  Jesus.  Had  Abram  merit, 
whereof  to  present  before  God  ?  Had  he,  out 
of  the  spontaneous  movements  of  his  own  mind, 
eadeavoured  to  gain  the  love  and  favour  of 
Jdiovah  ?  Or,  could  there  be  any  value  in  his 
sabiequent  obedience'  which  could  make  him 
oaeet  to  receive  grace,  or,  to  deserve  it  of  con* 

D  5 
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gruity  V    Assuredly  not.    It  is  no  pleasure  to 
the  Almighty  that  we  are  righteous ;  it  is  no 
gain  to  Him  that  we  make  our  way  perfect. 
God^  of  mere  mercy  stretches  forth  his  hand, 
to  hring  the  wanderer  to  Himself;  vests  the 
covenant  of  salvation  representatively  in  him ; 
builds  up  the  church  mystically  upon  him  ;  and 
makes  him,  in  the  same  manner,  the  earthly 
head  of  the  people  of  God.     And  He,  who  is 
able  of  the  vei^  stones  to  raise  up  children  unto 
Abram,  deals  with  his  seed,  the  heirs  according 
to  the  promise,  as  He  dealt  with  their  great 
forefather.     He  bids  them  '^  look  unto  the  rock 
whence  they  were  hewn,  and  to  the  hole  of  the  pit 
whence  they  were  digged,  *  "  "  It  is  not  by  works 
of  righteousness  which  we  have  done,  but  accord- 
ing  to  his  mercy  that  He  saves  usy* '  if  we  are 
saved  at  all.     Hath  He  truly  raised  us  from  the 
death  of  sin,  to  the  life  of  righteousness ;  washed 
us  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ;  clothed  us  with 
the  pure  and  spotless  robe  of  an  everlasting 
righteousness ;  made  us  temples  for  Himself,  and 
formed  us  for  his  glory  ?  And  shall  the  mighty 
benefit  be  ascribed  to  any  thing  in  ourselves ; 

»  Art  XIII. 
'  See  Ezekiel  xvi  1 — 14,  as  a  model  of  dime  procedure  in  the 
call  and  conrenuon  of  sinnerB.  '  Titu  iiL  5, 
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or  diaD  the  praise  be  given  to  the  glory  of  his 
hand— that  being  ricb  in  mercy,  for  his  great 
lofe  wherewith  He  bath  loved  us,  even  when 
we  were  dead  in  our  sins.  He  hath  quickened  us, 
together  with  Christ,  even  as  He  rescued  Abram 
from  the  spiritual  alienation  of  his  dweUiug  in 
Chakka? 

(TV.)  Tke  €:ammand  and  caU  given  to  Abram 
wen  effectual  and  saving.  The  outward  calls 
of  God  to  mnners,  whereby  He  enjoios  them  to 
repent  and  believe,  to  the  saving  of  their  souls, 
are  many,  and  varied  in  their  circumstances. 
He  summons  thoughtless,  unbelieving,  rebel- 
Sous  men,  by  the  smiles  of  lus  daily  bounty;  by 
trying  afflictions,  the  firequent  monitors  of  his 
solicitude ;  by  solemn  or  cheerful  providences  ; 
hj  the  still  small  voice  of  his  goodness ;  by  the 
earthquake,  and  the  whirlwind,  and  the  fire  of 
hb  power ;  by  the  preaching,  or  reading  of  his 
word  ;  by  the  conversation  and  examples  of 
thooe  who  serve  Him  ;  and  by  other  means  and 
appliances  of  his  grace.  But  the  heart  of  man 
can  resist  them  alL  It  can  remain  unconverted, 
though  one  rose  bom.  the  dead,  to  give  his  expe- 
rimental evidence  of  the  jojrs  or  terrors  of  the 
imisihle  world.  "  K  a  man  should  rise,  I  say, 
from  the  dead«  and  truly  relate  unto  the  con- 
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science  the  woeful  and  everlastiiig  horrors  of 
hell ;  if  a  man's  natural  capad^  were  made  as 
wide  to  apprehend  the  wrath,  fury,  and  ven- 
geance of  a  provoked  Grod ;  the  foulness,  guilt, 
and  venom  of  the  soul,  (fuller  of  sins  than  the 
heaven  of  stars,)  as  the  most  intelligent  of  the 
lost  spirits  conceive  them ;  if  an  Archangel  or 
Seraph  should  be  sent  from  heaven,  to  reveal 
unto  the  soul  of  a  natural  man  the  infinite  glory 
of  God's  presence,  the  full  pleasures  of  his 
right  hand,  the  admirable  beauty  of  his  ways, 
the  intimate  conformity  and  resemblance  be- 
tween his  divine  nature  and  Himself,  and  the 
image  of  his  holiness  in  the  creature,  the  un- 
searchable  and  unfathomable  love  of  Christ,  in  his 
incarnation  and  sufferings,  the  endless  incom- 
prehensible virtue  and  preciousness  of  his  blood 
and  prayers;  yet,  so  desperately  evil  is  the 
heart  of  man,  that,  if  after  all  this,  God  should 
not  afford  the  blessed  operation  and  concurrence 
of  his  own  gracious  Spirit,  the  revelation  of  his 
own  arm  and  power  upon  the  soul,  to  set  on 
those  instrumental  causes,  it  would  be  invinci- 
ble by  any  evidence,  which  all  the  cries  and 
flames  of  the  place  of  torment,  which  all  the 
armies  and  hosts  of  heaven  were  able  to  produce* 
There  is  no  might  or  power  able  to  snatch  a 
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man  oat  of  the  hands  of  his  siiii  but  only  the 
SpintofGocL'' 

The  Spirit's  Akinghtiiiess  must  attend  his  own 
caDy  if,  instead  of  stopping  just  within  the 
poidies  of  the  ear,  to  be  driven  thence  by  the 
fiist  sound  of  earthliness  and  sin  that  enters 
there,  that  call  shall  become  the  power  of  God 
unto  aahation.  We  prophecy  unto  the  bones, 
and  say,  O  ye  dry  boneSf  hear  ye  the  word 
cftke  Lord  :  **  *  but  they  remain  without  motion, 
leoie,  or  life,  until  the  Spirit  of  God  enters 
into  them,  and  makes  them  live.  He  opens 
the  heart  to  receive  the  word,  like  that  of  Lydia, 
irtien  she  attended  to  the  things  that  were 
spoken  of  Paul.  Then  only  will  the  cry  of  an 
earnest  desire  be  uttered,  **  Speak,  Lord,  for  thy 
mrvant  heareth,** '  Whence  otherwise  doth  it 
happen,  that  one  attendant  upon  the  ordinances 
of  rdigion  shall  be  rapt  up  in  them  to  heaven, 
ai  Elijah  in  the  chariot  of  fire ;  while  another 
remains  like  Elisha,  below  upon  the  earth  ?  No 
power  of  moral  persuasion  enables  the  sinner 
to  cast  off  the  enmity  of  his  carnal  mind,  and  to 
gbry  in  the  service  of  God;  but  only  that 
sane  act  of  Omnipotence,  whereby  Matthew 
vai  eaUed  from  the  receipt  of  custom ;  or  Saul 

'  B^  Rejnold^  ji.  MS.         '  EidL  nzm  4.       '1  Sam.  iii.  9. 
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from  his  errand  of  cruelty ;  or  the  Jews  who 
persecuted  the  Lord  of  glory,  from  their  unbe- 
lief; or  Lazarus  from  the  corruption  of  the  grave ; 
or  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Himself  from  the  tomb, 
before  He  saw  that  corruption.  *'  The  heirs  of 
salvation  "  are  called  according  to  God's  purpose, 
by  the  Spirit,  working  in  due  season :  they 
through  grace  obey  the  call :  they  are  made 
sons  of  God  by  adoption :  they  are  made  like 
the  image  of  his  only  begotten  Son  Jesus  Christ : 
they  walk  religiously  in  good  works,  and  at 
length,  by  God's  mercy,  they  attain  to  everlast- 
ing felicity.  ^  This  effectual  calling,  partaken 
in  common  with  Abram,  by  every  believer,  is 
to  him  the  mysterious  centre  of  two  eternities ; 
and  here  two  everlasting  arms  meet  to  embrace 
him,  with  a  love  which  hath  been  felt  towards 
him  before  all  worlds ;  and  which  shall  be  com- 
municated to  him  for  infinite  blessedness,  when 
time  and  years  shall  be  no  more. 

(Y.)  The  nature  of  GocCs  command  to  Abram, 
was  decided  and  peremptory.  "  Get  thee  out 
of  thy  coimtry,  and  from  thy  kindred,  and  from 
thy  father's  house,  unto  a  land  that  I  will  shew 
thee."  The  country,  which  had  hitherto  bounded 
all  his  desires,  was  to  be  forsaken.  The  charities 

»  Art  XVII. 
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of  koine»  nith  all  tKe   endearment  of  natural 
afectians;  the  very    roof  that  had  sheltered 
iiiii,  and  ndnistexed  to  liis  daily  comforts ;  that 
liad  been  the  depontory  of  his  joys  and  trials; 
ail  these  were  to  \>e  left  behind  him.    And  this 
septration  was  to  be  made,  at  a  time  of  life, 
when,  even  in  that  day  of  greater  longevity, 
the  adfenturous   propensities   of    our  nature 
must  have  b^un  to  act  with  diminished  power; 
and  tiie  love  of  ease,  was  silently,  but  surely 
obtaining  its  triumph  over  the  spirit  of  enter- 
piiae.      If    those   over    whom    his    affections 
jeamed,  would  be  the  companions  of  his  jour- 
ney— well:  if  not,  that  joiuney  must  be  made 
akne.     The  command  was  given  in  terms  as 
abeolute,  as  those  which  startled  Lot  from  re- 
maining beneath  the  impending  fires  of  Sodom. 
"  Escape  for  thy  Ufe;  look  not  behind  thee.''  ^ 
They  were  the  same  which  God  invariably  uses 
in  the  whole  economy  of  his  mercy  for  man's 
salvati<m.     *'  Come  ye  out  from  among  them^ 
amd  be  ye  separate^  and  touch  not  the  unclean 
thmg;  and  I  will  receive  you^  and  I  will  be  a 
Father  unto  you;  and  ye  shall  be  my  sons  and 
daughters,  saitb   the  Lord  Almighty.**^      No 

*  Gen.  ziz.  17.  *  2  Cor.  yL  17, 18. 
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common  sacrifice  was  enjoioed,  when  the  maa- 
ter  must  leave  his  servants ;  the  head  of  the 
fomily,  his  house;  the  herdsman,  his  flockx; 
the  relation,  his  kindred  ;  the  patriot,  his  coun- 
try ;  and  above  all,  the  idolater,  the  saper- 
stidons  to  which  he  was  wedded ; — when  he  must 
consider  a  continuance  among  them  to  be  an 
impiety  against  the  God  of  heaven,  &om  which 
it  was  an  expression  of  infinite  mercy  to  deliver 
him.  But,  as  on  the  one  hand,  wrath  and  judg- 
ment awaited  him,  if  he  remained;  and  on  the 
other,  a  country  typical  of  salvation,  lay  beibre 
him,  he  permitted  not  himself  to  doubt  concern- 
ing the  course  which  it  was  his  wisdom  to  adopt. 
Came  this  command  then,  alone  to  Ahram  t 
or  doth  not  the  Author  and  Finisher  of  fiuth 
within  man's  soul,  declare  the  like  in  his  word 
to  every  one  who  hears  its  good  tidings  of  great 
joy?  "Hearken,  0  daughter,  and  comtderi 
incline  thine  ear;  forget  alto  thine  ovm people, 
and  thy  father's  house  :  so  thttii  the  King  haw 
pleasure  in  thy  beauty:  for  He  it  thy  Lordj 
and  worship  thou  Him," '  In  terms  so  strict— 
in  calls  of  duty  so  uncompromising,  does  the 
Spirit  speak  unto  the  church  ;  tad  bids  her 

'  PaOmslT.  10,11. 
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antt^indmtet,  emL\>xaee9  and  supremely  love 
l^idonhk  Biideg;room.  He  demands  our 
service,  as  ^ivell  aa  H.e  deserves  iU  By  creatioDi 
by  redemptioii,  \>y  covenant  obligation  in 
Baptism,  we  are  \>oiind  to  honour  and  obey 
BsBL  ^^  We  are  not  our  own,  but  are  bought 
witk  a  fiice  ;  amd  should  therefore  glorify  God^ 
tn  osr  bodies,  and  in  our  spirits,  which  are 
GatsT^  Christ  and  the  world,  are  elements 
that  cannot  mingle — oppodtes,  between  which 
thoe  can  be  no  reconciliation.  His  true  dis- 
dfies  are  not  of  the  world,  even  as  He  was  not 
of  the  world;  and  they  may  be  broadly  dis- 
tinguished firom  those  who  are  cleaving  to  its 
dust.  No  man  can  serve  God  and  mammon. 
If  therefore,  the  Saviour  comes  to  invest  a  man 
with  the  blessings  of  his  atonement ;  with  the 
r^teouaness  of  Grod  in  Himself;  with  recon- 
dliationy  peace,  holiness,  all-sufficient  grace, 
adopticm  into  the  family  of  heaven,  hope  that 
oiiketh  not  ashamed,  and  an  inheritance,  of 
iliieh  not  even  angels  will  be  partakers ;  He 
listh  surely  good  right  to  require  a  full  and  ab- 
tohte  separation  from  every  thing,  whereby 
tbe  natural  heart  is  lulled  to  rest  in  its  idolatries, 

1  1  Cor.  Tu  20. 
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and  satisfied  in  its  dreadful  enmity  against 
God.  **  Lave  not  the  world,  neither  the  things 
that  are  in  the  world;  if  any  man  love  the 
world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him:  for 
all  that  is  in  the  world,  the  lust  of  the  fleshy 
and  the  lust  of  the  eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life^  is 
not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world '^  ^  Alas 
for  the  hope  of  that  unsteadfast  and  temporizing 
professor,  who  will  not  quit  his  grasp  of  earth, 
that  he  may  cling  to  his  Saviour  with  all  the 
affections  of  his  soul !  Such  renunciation  is 
the  statute  law  of  discipleship.  **  He  that 
loveth  father  or  mother,**  saith  the  Lord^  '*  more 
than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me;  and  he  that 
loveth  son  or  daughter  more  than  me  is  not  wor- 
thy of  me;  and  he  that  taketh  not  up  his  cross, 
andfolloweth  after  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me  *' ^ 
If  we  would  hear  the  Shepherd's  voice  indeed ; 
if  we  would  act  as  becomes  his  ransomed  flock ; 
and  the  sheep  of  his  green  pasture  of  salvation ; 
He  can  speak  no  language  which  we  should 
more  readily  imderstand,  than  that  whereby  He 
calls  us  from  any  sin,  however  besetting,  and 
any  indulgence  that  contradicts  his  will,  how- 
ever dear.  *^  Why  halt  ye  between  two  opinions  i 

1  1  John  ii.  15, 16.  '  Matt  x.  87,  38. 
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If  ike  Lord  be  God,  follow  Sim;  hut  if  Baal, 
HmfMowHimJ*  ^^  If  thy  right  eye  offend  thee, 
fhck  it  out,  and  cast  it  from  thee  ;  and  if  thy 
fight  kand  offend  thee,  cut  it  off,  and  cast  it 
from  tkeeJ*  *  A  worldly  man  will  cry,  **  Thitiea 
hard  saying,  who  can  hear  it  ? ''  What  makes 
it  hard?  What  makes  a  professing  Christian 
esteem  that  call  to  be  severity,  which  is  the 
jeandng,  pleading  voice  of  unsearchable  love  ? 
It  is  even  the  deafiiess  of  the  heart,  which  pre* 
rents  a  professing  Christian  from  hearing  and 
understanding  the  privileges  of  the  gospel, 
promised  to  those  who  turn  from  idols  to  serve 
the  living  and  true  God.  It  is  the  common 
mistake  of  using  the  sight  of  sense,  instead  of 
the  sight  of  faith.  And  when  this  error  is 
committed,  eveiy  trifle  of  present  worldliness, 
and  every  seducing  transgression  intercepts  the 
beauty,  happiness,  and  grandeur  of  salvation ; 
just  as  a  diminutive  insect,  passing  over  the 
eye-glass  of  a  telescope,  would  intercept  all  the 
magnificence  of  the  landscape  that  lay  beyond 
the  instrmnent.  Hence  too,  it  often  happens, 
in  those  providential  arrangements,  whereby 
the  glorified  Head  of  the  Church  provides  for 
the  spiritual  growth  of  its  members,   and  for 

*  1  Kings  XTuL  21.  '  Matt.  t.  29. 
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their  gracious  conformity  to  Himself,  that  when 
they  will  not  forsake  their  idols,  He  remoTM 
such  objects  of  their  perverted  love,  that  they 
may  follow  Him  with  less  divided  hearts. 

The  way  to  Canaan  was  long,  difficult,  and 
toilsome.  Rivers  were  to  be  crossed,  mountaim 
climbed,  and  deserts  traversed:  yet  Abram 
must  journey  onward,  and  rest  not,  as  in  his 
home,  until  he  entered  within  the  borders  of 
the  promised  land.  Even  such  is  the  nature 
of  the  Christian  pilgrimage.  Faith  will  be 
sternly  tried;  hope  will  be  assuled  sev^ely; 
and  alarm  may  come  over  the  mind  to  depress 
it.  The  valley  of  humiliation  must  be  low ;  it 
may  often  be  dark  and  dreary ;  and  the  gra- 
cious traveller  may  stumble  as  he  goes  down 
into  it.'  The  wilderness  of  temptation  willhave 
its  scorpions  and  drought,  its  fiery  serpents  and 
its  burning  sands.  But,  if  the  feet  of  the 
spiritual  way-faring  man  are  shod  with  the 
preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace ;  the  immn- 
tabihty  of  God,  the  unfailing  efficacy  of  the 
mediation  of  Christ,  and  the  absolute  fideli^ 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promise,  are  at  once 
pledges  that  he  shall  hold  right  onward  to  the 
end,  and  of  the  glory  that  shall  be  imparted  to 
I  Pilgrim'i  Pn^re«. 
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him,  at  the  revelation  of  his  Lord  and  Savioiir. 
Efcnthe  hiDs  of  trial,  so  painful] j  climbed,  will 
be  ipiiitaal  Piagalis,  the  Nebos  of  his  gracious 
experience,  the  mounts  of  inviolable  promise, 
whence  the  land  of  hfe  may  be  more  distinctl  j 
nen,  in  the  atmosphere  of  a  higher  faith,  than 
he  had  upon  lower  ground ;  so  that  he  will  be 
enooanged  to  tread  the  remainder  of  the  way 
in  more  settled  peace,  and  greater  assurance 
of  hcpe. 

1.  H^k  the  effectual  calling  of  the  Holy 
Sfifii  reached  any  who  are  in  the  decline  of 
Vfe^  hoeing  long  rested  in  the  world,  and  been 
aatisfM  mth  it  at  their  portion;  without  re- 
JleeOng  that  it  passeth  away,  and  the  fashion 
if  it  is  soon  to  perish  ?  If  so,  they  may  possibly 
be  diacomaged,  and  almost  disposed  to  dread, 
lest  it  should  be  too  late ;  lest  the  graveshoold 
dose  upon  them,  before  they  can  reach  the 
better  land,  whither  their  Redeemer  hath  bid- 
den them  flee,  by  the  way-marks  of  salvation 
in  Ids  goKpeh  O  do  not  resign  yourselves  to 
the  paralysing  influence  of  unbelieving  fears. 
He  who  commands  the  journey,  and  whose 
Spirit  has  at  length  spoken  within  your  hearts, 
win  give  yoa  support  to  perform  it.  ** His  grace 
it  SKficient  for  jfou ;  and  his  strength  will  be 
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made  perfect  in  your  weakness,'*^  "  He  giveth 
power  to  the  faint ;  and  to  them  that  have  no 
might  He  increaseth  strength.  Even  the  youtht 
shall  faint  and  be  weary ^  and  the  young  men 
shall  utterly  fail :  but  they  that  wait  upon  the 
Lord  shall  renew  their  strength;  they  shall 
mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles  ;  they  shall  run 
and  not  be  weary ;  they  shall  walk,  and  not 
faint  J*' ^  Abram  was  seventy  and  five  years  olc^ 
when  God  called  him  at  first  from  his  idolatries; 
and  he  was  led  safely  to  Canaan,  after  many 
trials  and  afflictions  by  the  way.  If  you  are 
called  into  the  vineyard  of  your  Saviour's  love 
and  cause,  even  at  the  eleventh  hour,  his 
boimdiess  tenderness  and  mercy  will  unite  you 
with  those  labourers,  whose  high  privilege  it  is 
to  bear  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day.  You 
shall  not  taste  of  natural  death  (of  spiritual 
death  you  shall  never  taste)  until  you  can  each 
say  with  aged  Simeon,  '*  Lord,  now  lettest  thou 
thy  servant  depart  in  peace f  according  to  thy 
word  ;  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation.*^  ^ 
2.  Are  any^  still  young  in  years,  called  in 
true  conversion,  by  the  love  of  the  Eternal  Trinr 
ity,  to  leave  the  land  of  their  idolatries  ;  to  join 
the  family  of  God,  and  to  be  followers  of  those 

>  2  Cor.  zii.  9.  •  iBaiah  zL  29-31.  »  Lnke  ii.  29. 
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vk  tknn^K  faUh  and  p  utience  have  inheriied 
iieprmue*  ?  TVieiTS  is  a.  listppy  state^  and  theirs 
a  glorious  prospect.  H^e  who  hath  thus,  not 
only  invited,  but  qmckened  them  by  the  power 
of  \as  conyerting  Spirit  to  a  new  and  heavenly 
life,  bath  given  in  his  testimony  to  the  good 
part  vrbich  they  have  chosen :  **  I  love  ihem 
ihathteme:  and  they  that  seek  me  early  shall 
find  »e."  ^  Liot,  although  much  yoimger  than 
Abram,  was  made  partaker  of  his  journey ;  and 
vcnid  have  enjoyed  more  of  its  privileges,  if  he 
Iiad  trodden  more  simply  in  the  way  of  his 
ancle's  &ith«  Forsake  your  idols,  and  embrace 
jour  Saviour.  Go  with  the  Mnasons  of  the 
dnirchy  and  be  followers  of  them,  as  they  also 
are  of  Christ.  When  you  meet,  (and  especially 
when  you  meet  among  your  own  kindred,)  one, 
who,  like  Naomi,  is  leaving  the  land  of  Moab, 
to  dwell  in  the  true  Bethlehem  of  the  promised 
land,  take  your  station  by  the  devoted  believer's 
ade,  and  say,  *'  Whither  thou  goest^  IwUl  go, 
ami  where  thou  lodgest  I  will  lodge ;  thg  peo- 
fie  shall  be  mg  people,  and  thy  God  my  God.'^* 
So  shall  your  way  be  holiness;  your  compa- 
moiis,  the  God  of  peace,  and  the  peace  of  God, 
and  your  end  the  vision  of  his  glory  in  the  rest 
sod  joy  of  his  accampliahed  kingdom. 

»  Pmw.  Till.  17.  •  Both  u  ic 
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THE    COMMANDMENT   WITH    PROMISE. 
GENESIS  XII.  2, 3. 

BLSSi  Tun.    AND    HJKm  THV    NAMC  CUAT,  AND  THOO  M 


A  DIVINE  injimctioD,  however  briefly  miide, 
and  however  distinct  from  all  other  coDsiden- 
tions,  implies,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  the 
fitness  of  an  entire  obedience.  When  that 
emphatic  pre&ce,  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord " 
introduces  any  message  of  the  will  of  God,  it 
involves  the  creature  in  obligations  which  it 
would  be  most  guilty  rebellion  to  oppose.  The 
sovereignty  of  Jehovah  supposes  the  absolute 
subjection  of  man  to  its  exercise.  His  Omni- 
potence can  enforce  submission.  His  Wisdom 
claims  to  be  implicitly  trusted.  His  Beoefi- 
ceoce  oflTers  an  ample  pledge  that  his  puzpoeee 
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are  bod :  and  Ids  boliness  gives  assurance,  that 
tbej  liave  immmgled  good  for  their  end  and 
object. 

When  that  command  therefore  was  made  by 
the  Most  High  to  Abram,  *'  Get  thee  out  of  thy 
ctHcntry,  and  from  thy  kindred,  and  from  thy 
Father  t  kouse,  unto  a  land  that  I  foill  show 
ihtty'  its  falfilment  would  have  been  impera- 
tivelj  boand  upon  him,  although  no  reason 
should  have  been  given,  and  if  no  promise  had 
been  annexed.  But  the  condescension  of  God 
induced  Him  to  accompany  the  exercise  of  sove- 
li^n  prerogative  with  such  assurances,  as,  once 
received  into  the  heart,  were  powerfully  calcu- 
lated to  subdue  all  opposition,  and  make  obedi- 
ence, not  only  prompt,  but  delightful  on  the 
purt  of  Abram.  The  box  of  spikenard  is  par- 
tially opened,  and  the  patriarch's  soul  appre- 
hendi  so  much  of  its  sweetness,  as  to  be 
lefreshed  and  strengthened  for  all  the  sacrifices 
and  self-denials,  that  lay  before  him  on  his 
journey.  And  that  believer,  who  carefully  links 
the  precept  with  the  promise,  as  the  prophet 
jamed  the  staves  in  one,  vnll  find  a  rod  thus 
made  finr  his  hand,  on  which  he  may  safely  and 
happily  lean,  to  *^  run  with  patience  the  race 
that  tt  set  before  him.*' 

s 
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The  command  of  God,  that  Abram  should 
foftsake  his  country,  his  kindred,  and  his  idola- 
tries, to  seek  a  land  at  once  distant  and  un- 
known, was  the  subject  of  my  last  discourse.  I 
have  now  to  consider — 

The  promises,  whereby  the  command 
was  accompanied. 

The  whole  scheme  of  Redemption,  with  all 
the  glory  of  the  Godhead  by  whom  it  was  to  be 
accomplished,  and  all  the  amazing  circumstances 
of  its  process  and  completion,  was  enwrapped 
in  a  single  promise,  which  has  been  unfolding 
gradually  for  nearly  six  thousand  years  ;  and 
is  yet  to  be  evolved ;  until  it  is  finally  exhibited 
in  the  glory  of  the  Mediator,  and  the  salvation 
of  his  Church.  Every  promise  of  Scripture, 
is  in  fact  an  intermediate  and  visible  link,  con- 
necting to  a  believer's  eye  those  purposes  of 
the  di\'ine  mind  (otherwise  hopelessly  dark  and 
unintelligible,)  with  the  intention  and  method 
of  their  fulfilment.  They  are  registered  in  the 
word  of  God,  for  the  assurance  of  fSedth,  and 
the  comfort  of  those  who  receive  them  in  sin- 
gleness and  sincerity  of  heart.  All  these  ex- 
ceeding great  and  precious  promises  are  branches 
of  the  tree  of  life,  springing  forth  from  the 
person  and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ  as  their 
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• 

Stem  and  root.  Very  many,  very  beautiful, 
ind  very  refreshing  are  their  fruits:  and  those 
Oiristian  travellers,  who  would  enjoy  their 
sweetness,  must  pluck  them  with  the  hand  of 
faith,  and  live  upon  them  in  the  heavenward 
journey,  as  Sampson  went  forwards,  eating  the 
lioney  from  the  lion's  carcase.  Thus,  and  thus 
only,  can  they  go  on  their  way  rejoicing. 

Since  however,  the  promises  of  Scripture, 
excellent  as  they  are,  and  transcendantly  mani- 
fesd]^  divine  graciousness,  *'  are  only  the  gol- 
den vessel,  while  God  in  Christ  is  the  manna 
eoDtained  within,"  it  is  needful  to  consider : 

L    The    Author  of    the   promises,   as 

REVEALED    TO   THE   MIND   OF   AbRAM. 

The  Lord,  even  Jehovah,  the  Almighty  and 
teif-existent  God,  the  Giver  of  Ufe  and  hap- 
piness, who  revealed  Himself  to  the  mind  of 
the  Patriarch,  and  brought  him  into  the  light 
and  blessedness  of  covenant  engagement  and 
love  towards  Him,  was  the  source  and  centre  of 
them  all.  And  no  promises  will  do  their  full 
WOTk  of  goodness  on  the  heart,  by  making 
CJuisdans  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  until, 
lookiDg  through  them,  God  in  Christ  Jesus  re- 
eoodling  the  world  to  BLimself,  is  realized  and 
tppropiiated  as  their  well-spring.     Faith  must 

E  2 
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take  the  warrant  of  a  promise,  if  it  may  seek 
God  with  hope :  but  faith  can  be  assured  of 
no  saving  interest  in  that  promise,  except  as 
the  believer  is  persuaded  that  he  hath  union 
with  Christ,  who,  in  his  mystical  person,  is 
the  true  and  proper  Object  of  faith. 

And  what  shall  a  Christian  see,  if,  like 
Stephen,  he  look  steadfastly  up  into  heaven, 
where  those  promises  are  deposited  with  Him 
who  liveth,  and  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again  for 
evermore ;  and  waits  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  God  to  dispense  them,  as  Joseph 
opened  the  granaries  of  Egypt,  to  supply  the 
wants  of  his  brethren  ?  He  will  discover  the 
infinite  grace  and  goodness  of  God,  whereby 
every  engagement  of  his  love  for  the  salvation 
of  men  hath  been  so  freely  made,  and  every 
blessing  is  with  his  Son,  offered  in  absolute 
mercy,  even  to  the  chief  of  sinners.  Those 
engagements  once  undertaken,  their  fulfilment 
becomes  justice ;  according  to  the  terms  of  that 
covenant  wherein  the  Word  undertook  with  the 
Father  for  the  whole  work  of  Redemption,  and 
for  opening  all  the  stores  and  fulness  of  God 
in  Himself.  But  if  we  carry  our  thoughts  up- 
wards, and  endeavour  to  look  into  the  origin  of 
these  mercies,  we  can  neither  find,  nor  imagine 
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anTother,than  the  spontaneous  goodnessof  God. 
And,  if  after  such  an  enquiry,  we  draw  nearer 
kmie,  and  reflect  upon  our  unworthiness ;  being 
experimentally  taught  that  the  whole  head  is 
sick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint, — that  the  in- 
herent and  actual  sin  of  man,  defiles  him  with 
pollution  which  the  holy  nature  of  God  abhors, 
we  are  again  assured  that  his  dealing  with  us, 
and  ereiy  promise  of  love  included  in  it,  must 
liaTe  originated  in  his  unspeakable  compassion. 
Such  a  view  is,  moreover,  not  merely  the  neces- 
saiT»  but  the  only  consolatory  one  we  can  take 
of  the  subject.  The  obligations,  whereby  God 
hath  thus  boimd  Himself,  involve  the  glory  of 
his  own  Attributes,  as  well  as  the  honour  of 
his  Son;  and  therefore  will  be  made  good. 
*'  He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son^  but  delivered 
Him  up  for  us  ally  how  shall  He  not  also  with 
Him  freely  give  us  all  things  ?  "  * 

The  promises  are  a  glass,  wherein  the  un- 
changeable  faithfulness  of  God  may  be  dis- 
covered. These,  with  "  every  other  good  and 
perfect  gifi  of  free  bounty,  are  from  above,  and 
come  down  from  the  Father  of  lights,  with 
vhom  is  no  vari€ibleness,  neither  shadow  of 
turning.^'      The     engagements   and  promises 

TuL  32.  '  JamM  i.  17. 
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made  by  Clmstiana  converted  to  His  grace, 
delighting  themselves  in  the  multitude  of  peace, 
through  the  atonement,  aod  rejoicing  in  hope 
of  the  glory  of  God,  are  notwithstanding, 
through  the  power  of  indwelling  iniquity,  often 
broken,  almost  as  soon  as  they  are  uttered. 
They  resemble  Jonah's  gourd,  which  came  up 
in  a  night,  and  withered  in  a  night ;  or  cha^ 
racters  written  in  sand,  which  the  first  tide  of 
temptation  effaces.  But  the  promises  of  God 
are  all  yea  and  amen  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  bia 
prabe  and  glory,  not  one  having  failed,  not  one 
to  fail  for  ever;  unless  indeed  the  Saviour's 
purchase  could  lose  its  merit,  or  God  fail  to 
remember  his  engagements,  made  with  the 
Church,  in  his  Son. 

Goodness  may  suffice  to  make  a  promise ; 
but  power  is  necesmry  to  its  fulfilment.  And 
in  this  consideration  the  believer  will  faint,  if 
he  withdraw  his  eye,  even  for  a  moment,  from 
the  Omnipotence  of  God,  to  accomplish  everj 
thing  which  He  hath  undertaken  for  his  servants 
and  children,  in  the  person  and  grace  of  their 
Redeemer.  All  power  indeed,  both  in  heaven 
and  earth  is  given  unto  the  Son  ;  and  the  ful- 
ness of  God  dwells  with  Him,  to  complete  every 
engagement,  to  the  letter.     And  it  is  a  hap^ 
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pillow  for  the  repose  of  faith^  that  He  is  able 
to  do  exceeding  abundantly,  above  all  that  we 
cffi  ask  or  think.  All  must  be  well  if  we  learn 
to  trust  Him,  to  lean  upon  Him,  and  to  sus- 
pend the  weight  of  our  salvation  upon  the  AU 
m^tiness  of  his  nature,  and  the  perfection  of 
his  icediatorial  work. 

Nor  is  unerring  wisdom  the  least,  although 
it  most  be  the  last  attribute  to  which  I  can 
iDode,  in  directing  jou  to  God  in  Christ  Jesus, 
tf  the  great  Object  of  faith  in  the  promises. 
Men  are  continually  learning,  continually  en- 
luging  the  boundaries  of  their  knowledge ;  and 
continually  taking  credit  for  the  extent  of  their 
ittainments.  Yet  we  need  only  throw  a  very 
cursory  glance  around,  to  see  how  little  all  these 
boasted  stores  of  human  intellect  can  advance 
the  purposes,  for  which  they  are  collected, 
tnd  secure  their  professed  object,  the  happi- 
ness of  man.  The  wisdom  of  God,  on  the  other 
hsnd,  has  received  no  addition  to  its  greatness 
from  all  eternity  by  exercise ;  (just  as  the  shining 
of  the  sun  has  added  nothing  to  its  light,  since 
the  creation  of  the  world :)  but  it  is,  and  ever 
win  remain,  infinitely  sufficient  to  devise,  with 
in&llible  certainty,  the  means  of  accomplishing 
all  the  purposes  of  his  will,    and  all  the   as- 
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surances  of  His  grace.  The  heirs  of  promise 
cannot  indeed  diBcorer  the  methods  vhereby  it 
operates ;  for  God's  counsels  are  a  great  deep : 
but  thej  should  rest  contented,  in  knowing' 
that  although  clouds  and  darkness  ma;  be  aboat 
his  throne,  yet  righteousness  and  judgment 
are  the  habitation  of  his  seat.  When  St.  Paul 
excl^med,  "  0  the  depth  of  the  richet  both  of 
the  witdom  and  goodness  of  God  :  Aofcunieanci- 
able  are  his  judgments,  and  his  wags  past  fimU 
ing  out ! "  *  he  was  not  the  less  disposed  to 
rest  his  soul  upon  them,  or  rather  upon  the 
Saviour,  who  made  them  manifest  to  his  fiaith, 
than  if  they  had  lain  upon  the  surface  of  God's 
every  day  procedure  towards  himself,  and  the 
Church ;  and  were  as  intelligible  to  him  as  the 
intentions  of  his  own  mind. 

We  have  indeed  no  warrant  to  suppose  that 
a  view  of  God  so  clear  and  far-disceming,  as 
to  comprehend  the  fulness  of  these  truths,  was 
yet  vouchsafed  to  Abram.  The  communicatioD 
however,  must  have  been  made  with  sufficient 
plainness,  to  shew  him  God  as  his  Friend  and 
Helper  ;  and  to  bestow  upon  him  such  appre- 
hensions of  divine  goodness  and  love,  as  should 

'  Rom.  ii.Sl 
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secure  obedience,  amidst  all  the  trials  wherebj 
it  m^t  be  attended.     Those  communications 
were  enlarged  by  subsequent  fellowship.     His 
eye  was  thus  strengthened  to  look  with  more 
understanding,  at  each  new  commimication  of 
gnce,  into  those  depths  of  goodness,  fBdthftil- 
ness,  power,  and  love,  which  are  opened  to  the 
beKevcr  in  Christ  Jesus.     "  We  shall  know,  if 
we  fbUow  on  to  know  the  Lord."     If  any  man 
will  do  his  will,  he  shall  learn  it  more  fully  : 
and  "  beholding  cu  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  shall  be  changed  into  the  same   image, 
from  glory  to  glory y  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  LordJ"  ^     Our  imperfect  acquaintance  with 
God  in  his  gospel,  is  no  ground  of  discourage- 
ment, if  we  are  faithful  to  the  light  vouchsafed 
us.      If  He  hath  called  us  by  the   effectual 
power  of   his  grace,  and  made  us  willing  to 
obey ;  our  path  of  knowledge,  peace,  holiness, 
and  joy,  will  resemble  the  shining  light,  which 
shineth  more  and  more,  unto  the  perfect  day. 
If  God  hath  so  far  revealed  Himself  to  us,  as 
<mr  portion    for    eternal    Salvation   by    Jesus 
Cbrist,  that    his    love  is  shed  abroad  in   our 
Itearti,  by    the  Holy  Ghost  given  to  us,  it  will 
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enkindle  our  own ;  and  as  our  love  is  enlarged, 
our  light  will  be  increased. 

(II.)  We  have  now  to  consider.  The  na- 
ture  OF  THESE   PROMISES. 

The  engagements  of  God  are  vouchsafed  to 
men  under  the  Gospel,  in  order  to  answer  the 
same  end,  as  deeds  and  evidences  among  men 
in  their  dealings  with  each  other.  When  the 
soul  is  made  fast  to  God,  by  the  anchor  of  its 
peace,  sure  and  steadfast,  which  entereth  into 
that  within  the  vail,  the  promises  of  the  gospel, 
float  like  the  buoy  upon  the  surface  of  the 
waters,  to  direct  the  Christian,  as  in  a  moment, 
to  the  anchorage  in  which  he  hopes  and  trusts. 
They  form  a  beaming  constellation  in  those 
worlds  of  light,  where  his  heart  should  continu- 
ally dwell.  It  was  even  so  with  those  promises 
vouchsafed  to  the  eye  of  Abram's  faith  ;  guid- 
ing him  onwards  in  hope  and  patience  from 
Mesopotamia  to  Canaan.  He  was  a  Chaldee, 
and  therefore  probably  an  astronomer :  but  the 
material  heaven  with  which  he  was  fiEuaiiliar, 
could  exhibit  no  object  of  contemplation  so 
cheering,  no  pilot  of  his  way  so  certain  and 
infallible,  as  the  guidance  of  God's  sure  pro- 
mises, shining  in  the  brightness  of  present  hope 
within  his  heart,  and  soon  to  beam  upon  him  in 
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tihe  jet  greater  radiance  of  God's  covenant  loye, 
Kcared  and  consummated  to  him  for  eTermore. 

It  however  we  desire  better  to  see  and  un- 
dentand  something  of  the  beauty  of  this 
ipiritnal  constellation,  we  must  look  upon  it 
more  narrowly,  and  examine  for  a  few  minutes 
the  individual  stars  of  which  it  is  composed. 
They  appear  indeed  at  the  first  to  be  mainly 
temporal,  and  had  a  certain  measure  of  accom- 
plishment in  their  letter, — ^but  they  had  a  spiri- 
txttl  reference  which  Abram  understood: 
becuse  his  faith  looked  beyond  the  surface, 
ind  saw  redeeming  blessings  richly  treasured 
iq)  behind  them.  And  here  is  the  blessedness 
of  such  as  are  one  with  fedthful  Abram,  in 
Chxist  Jesus.  They  understand  and  realize 
providential  promises ;  but  they  rest  not  there ; 
finr  that  rest  would  be  polluted  with  all  the 
alloy  of  earthliness,  in  the  elements  of  change 
and  tennination*  They  regard  them  therefore 
u  refreshments  by  the  way,  in  order  that  they 
nay  more  comfortably  attain  the  end. 

(1.)  The  first  promise  exhibits  a  remarkable 
instance  of  the  tenderness,  wherewith  God  suits 
his  communications  to  the  wants  and  circiun- 
itaoces  of  his  creatures.  Abram  was  childless ; 
and  the  Lord  said,    "  I  will  make  of  thee  a 
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great  nation."^  Yet  here  was  an  engagement 
exceedingly  contrary  to  the  suggestiona  of 
earthly  sense  and  reason.  His  heart  could 
have  been  hardly  warmed  by  it,  before  its  im-. 
probability  must  have  struck  him,  if  he  listened 
only  to  flesh  and  blood.  He  was  childless; 
how  then  should  he  be  the  father  of  a  great 
nation  ?  And  how  was  his  political  advance- 
ment to  be  expected,  if  he  left  that  land  where 
he  might  have  influence  and  power,  to  go  as  an 
exile  and  a  stranger  into  another  ?  The  pro- 
mise was,  notwithstanding,  exactly  fulfilled,  in 
the  posterity  of  Hagar.  ^  It  was  made  good, 
according  to  the  more  particular  purpose  of  the 
Most  High,  when  Balak  complained  that  the 
sons  of  Jacob  covered  the  face  of  the  earth ;  * 
and  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Jewish  people 
within  the  land  of  Canaan.^  But  it  has  its 
highest  and  most  especial  accomplishment,  in 
that  spiritual  posterity  which  forms  one  re- 
deemed, sanctified  Church,  gathered  out  of  all 
nations,  and  kindreds,  and  tongues,  and  people, 
under  the  dominion  of  the  Lamb  of  God ;  pro- 
ving Abram,  as  the  father  of  all  them  that 
believe,  to  be  truly  the  head  of  a  great  and 

*  Gen.  xvi.  10.    xvii.  20.  •  Numb.  xzii.  11. 

'  Luther  in  Genetin  zii. 
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iihstrious  nation.  He  had  indeed  great  need 
of  pttience,  to  a^rait  the  acting  out  of  these 
eqgigements,  on  the  part  of  God.  £dom,  the 
posterity  of  Csau,  had  grown  up  into  a  king- 
dom, before  the  sons  of  Jacob  had  where  to  set 
their  foot  in  Canaan.  The  motion  of  this  pro- 
mise resembled  that  of  a  slow-paced  planet, 
haidly  liable  to  the  naked  eye :  but  when  the 
time  of  the  promise  drew  near,  which  God  had 
sworn  to  Abram,  the  people  grew  and  multi- 
plied in  £^ypt.^  Eyen  so,  must  the  believer  await 
tlie  iitting  time  of  the  Father's  wisdom,  which 
He  hath  kept  in  his  own  power,  acting  upon 
the  persuasion,  that  in  due  season,  the  harvest 
of  £uth   shall   come,  and  the  ingathering  be 


(2.)  But,  as  if  the  high  distinction  already 
promised,  and  those  yet  to  follow,  needed  some- 
thing which  might  knit  them  together,  and 
sapply  every  joint  of  the  whole  system  ;  God 
declares  in  the  second  member  of  the  promise, 
/  will  bless  thee.  No  doubt  this  glad  commu- 
nication embraced  all  the  support,  which  Abram 
Deeded  on  his  journey,  all  the  provisions, 
whereby   he    must  be  fed,   all  the  protection 

'  Acu  ▼ii.  17.     Spvmtowe  on  the  Piomiaes,  p.  87. 
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which  the  Most  High  would  spread  around  him, 
as  a  shield  ;  and  all  the  other  manifestations  of 
providential  goodness,  personal  and  relatiTe 
towards  him.  But  to  confine  it  within  these 
limits,  would  be  to  look  upon  the  word  of  Grod 
with  less  insight  into  its  meaning,  than  Abram 
had,  even  in  this  early  twilight  of  his  spiiitnal 
day.  He  had,  personally,  no  share  in  the  land 
of  Canaan.  The  blessing  therefore,  must  neces- 
sarily have  extended  itself  to  spiritual  and  eter- 
nal mercies,  whereof  Abram's  understanding 
would  be  enlarged,  as  new  communications  were 
made  to  hun ;  to  show  that  the  promise  could 
only  be  fulfilled  in  pardon,  adoption,  sanctifica- 
tion,  perseverance  in  the  faith,  and  a  crown  of 
life.  No  man  was  ever  yet  brought  to  forsake 
the  idols  among  which  his  soul  dwelt,  by  any  pro- 
mises of  merely  present  good,  which  painful 
experience  would  often  appear  to  contradict. 
A  spiritual  meaning  must  be  the  key  that  opens 
all  the  wards  of  the  mind  of  Ood,  and  shows 
the  mercies  treasured  up  in  it  for  his  children. 
Then,  and  then  only,  as  such  gracious  purport 
is  apprehended,  will  they  be  prepared  to  follow ; 
as  He  may  point  the  way ;  and  turn  from  idols 
to  serve  the  true  and  living  God,  in  the  gospel 
of  his  Son. 
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(3.)  Again,  it  was  declared  to  Abnun,  IwiU 
mde  thy  name  great.  Amply  has  that  promise 
kn  fiilfilled,  both  in  Ishmael  and  Isaac.  The 
friend  of  God,  had  indeed  some  little  renown  as 
icanqaeror;  but  none  as  a  lawgiver,  or  inventor 
of  useful  arts.  He  -was  no  philosopher,  but  a 
pliin  man  dwelling  in  teuts  ;  yet  no  name,  no 
i&emoryismore  renoinmed  than  his,  throughout 
Chiisteiidom,  and  even  among  those  who  serve 
the  &l8e  prophet  in  the  eastern  world.>  This 
Imrerer,  is  not  the  highest  ground,  on  which  the 
pneatnesBof  Abram's  name  must  stand.  His 
iword  is  not  chiefly  that  of  worldly  honour,  and 
ecdenistical  privilege.  It  is  especially  written 
in  the  spiritual  history  of  the  Church,  whereof 
he  is  the  high  father,  and  in  the  blessings  of 
those  who  glory  in  him,  as  the  head  and  repre- 
sentative of  the  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs 
with  Christ.  All  distinctions,  except  those  ari- 
siog  frcmi  adoption  into  the  family  of  God,  are 
written  in  the  dust,  and  the  grave  will  cover 
Aem.  And  He,  who  gives  every  privilege  ac- 
cording to  his  own  grace,  and  the  Father's  love 
in  Him,  has  taught  us  how  to  make  the  esti- 
mate— '^  In  this  rejoice  not,  that  the  devili  are 

>   Foster^s  Mahometuiai  UnTeikd. 
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made  subject  unto  you;  hut  rather  r^oice  that 
your  names  are  written  in  heaven"  ^ 

(4.)  Another  promise  follows, — disjointed 
indeed  from  one  of  its  predecessors  in  the  divine 
communication  made  to  Abram,  but  inseparably 
united  with  it,  in  the  mind  of  God.  "  Jiwfl 
bless  thee,  and  thou  shalt  he  a  blessing.^'  How 
far  tlie  promise  was  accomplished,  we  can  only 
dimly  trace,  in  the  persuasion,  that  thousands 
have  profited  by  the  faith,  devotedness,  and 
holy  walk  of  this  man  of  God,  through  the 
whole  roimd  of  his  duties,  and  to  the  end  of  his 
life,  as  their  liigh  example.  His  instruction  has 
given  light :  his  conduct  has  embodied  the  pre- 
cepts of  God  to  many ;  while  it  was  the  peculiar 
grace  and  loftiness  of  his  distinction,  to  be  the 
world's  emphatic  blessing,  as  the  forefather  of 
its  Saviour. 

Is  this  delightful  promise  then  confined  to 
Abram — or  doth  it  not  extend  to  all  that 
holy  family,  whereof  he  is  the  earthly  head  I 
Every  Christian  hath  an  interest  in  it,  as  a  dis- 
tinguished portion  of  his  spiritual  birthright. 
Abram  lives  not  for  himself.  He  is  set  up  as  a 
witness  for  God,  and  as  an  instrument  for  good 

'  Lake  ix.  20. 
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to  the  Church  and  to  the  world.    Every  spiri- 
tual mercy  therefore,  -whereby  he  is  enriched  ; 
efoy  commumcation  of  his  Father's  bounty  in 
the  everlasting  covenant;    every  grace  of  the 
Hohr  Spirit  bestowed  upon  him,  unto  sanctifi- 
cation;  every  sure  promise  made  over  to  him, 
hath  a  reference  beyond  himself.     When  God 
eminentity  blesses  any  of  his  servants,  he  gives 
not  to  them  alone,  but  that  they  may  become 
the  proridential  channels  of  carrying  forth  those 
Uessings  to  others.     These  holy  influences  de- 
scending upon  any  eminent  samt  and  servant 
of  the  Most  High,  pass  onwards  to  others  for 
their  good;  **  like  the  precious  ointment  upon 
ike  head,  that  ran  down  npon  the  beard,  even 
Aaron  9  beard,    that  went  down  to  the  skirts 
of  his  garments." '      Its    holy  influence  is  as 
the  dew    of    Hermon,    and    as   the  dew  that 
descendeth  upon  the  mountains  of  Zion,  not  to 
rest  upon  the  hill  top  near  to  heaven,  but  to 
pass  downwards  and  be  poured  upon  the  little 
ndlies  beneath  it.     And  what  a  world  would 
this  become — how  beautiful   would  it   be  in 
holiness,  how  rich  in  the  fruits  of  righteous- 
ness, how  sweetly  harmonious  in  every  note  of 

1  Pnlm  czxziii.  2. 
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its  compass,  to  sound  the  glories  of  redemption, 
were  every  believer  amdous  that  from  tho 
opened  windows  of  heaven,  spiritual  blessings 
shoiild  be  poured  upon  him,  till  there  waa 
not  room  to  receive  them;  not  merely  for 
his  individual  prosperity,  peace,  holiness,  and 
joy ;  but  that  God  in  all  things  might  be  tui^ 
nified  by  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  extension  of  lus 
kingdom  over  the  hearts  of  others.  A  Sove- 
reign blessed  of  God,  would  be  a  blessing  to  hit 
subjects.  They  who  bear  rule  under  him, 
would  spread  the  honour  of  the  Most  High  in 
the  administration  of  their  office.  The  minister! 
of  the  sanctuary, — their  hearts  filled  with  the 
love,  and  their  lips  touched  with  the  spirit  of 
God, — men  of  prayer,  wrestling  for  their  Loid'l 
presence  and  unction  on  their  labours,  would 
make  many  sympathize  with  them,  and  largely 
promote  the  honour  of  their  Lord.  Parents, 
enriched  by  the  unspeakably  precious  blessii^ 
of  an  indwelling  Saviour,  would  hare  their 
pleadings  largely  answered  for  their  children ; 
and  their  households  would  be  families  of 
heaven.  Masters  would  have  their  domestici 
obeying  them  in  tlie  duties  of  every  day,  "  not 
with  eye  tervice  as  meti-pleaseri  f  but  at  tht 
servants  of  Christ,  doing  t/ie  will  of  God  from 
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the  fcoft."  ^  The  green-  spots  in  the  wilderness, 
thus  watered  by  many  streams  from  the  river 
of  fife,  would  multiply  and  approach  each  other, 
nntil  they  covered  it  with  one  bright  livery  of 
Iwliiiess  and  love ;  making  it  blossom  like  Eden 
tbe  garden  of  God. 

Oh,  ifhat  joyous  encouragement  is  here  to 
mj  and  every  faithful  disciple  of  the  Re- 
deemer! "  I  will  bless  thee,  and  thou  shalt  be 
a  Uesmig.'*  Hath  unchangeable  truth  fulfilled 
the  fbnner  part  of  the  promise  to  any  of  you  ? 
Then  who  shall  separate  it  from  the  latter  ?  If 
God  hath  connnissioned  it  to  be  fruitfrd,  beyond 
the  immediate  object  of  its  bestowment,  who 
diall  make  it  barren  ?  Look  still  upwards  for 
aD  covenanted  blessings  from  Him,  with  whom 
Aey  dwelL  Look  around  for  the  means  of 
iutrmnentally  distributing  them,  by  influence, 
example,  instruction,  prayer;  and  you  who 
thus  long  to  magnify  the  Lord,  will  assuredly 
know,  either  here,  or  in  the  disclosures  of  a 
eoBiing  day,  that  you  have  not  walked  your 
heaven-ward  way  alone.  You  will  not  come 
unattended  to  the  resurrection  of  the  saints, 
vAai  tkey  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  bright- 

»  Eph.Ti.1. 
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nest  of  the  firmament ;  and  they  that  turn  mang 
to  righteousnets,  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever,^ 

(5)  And,  as  if  these  distinctions  did  not  suffice 
for  the  man  whom  God  delighted  to  honour, 
we  find  Jehovah  making  as  it  were  a  league 
offensive  and  defensive  with  Abram  his  friend. 
/  will  bhss  them  that  bless  thee,  and  curse  him 
that  curseth  thee.  This  is  language  never  used, 
but  of  one  especially  favoured  by  the  Most 
High.  It  declares,  not  only  that  he  should  be 
blessed  himself,  but  that  all  others  should  be 
blessed  or  cursed,  as  they  respected  or  injured 
him.  Of  this  amazing  condescendon  lowarda 
him,  tlie  histories  of  Abimclecli,  Laban,  Poti- 
phar,  both  the  Pharaohs,  and  especially  Balalc 
and  Balaam,  furnish  remarkable  examples:* 
"I  wot,"  said  the  idolatrous  enemy  of  the 
tions  of  Abram,  "  that  he  whom  thou  blestest  is 
blessed,  and  he  whom  thou  cursest  it  cursed." 
"  How  shall  J  curse  "  (said  the  wretched  seer, 
when  his  heart  vainly  longed  to  call  down  de- 
feat and  ruin  upon  Israel)  "  how  shall  I  curse 
whom  God  hath  not  cursed?  or  how  shall 
1  defy,  whom  the  Lord  hath  not  defied  t  "* 

(6.)     I  pass  however  to  the  climax  of  the 

>  Dan.  xii.  S. 
'  Fuller  an  GcDciii  V^.  i.  p.  ISZ  '  Nomb.  xm.  B. 


THE  COMMAS I>MKNT     IWTITH    PROMISE,      93 

wkle  gradous  declaration  of  Jehovah  to  his 
KTvant:  because  a  spiritual  meaning  of  the 
last  pnmnse  is  involved  in  it.  *'  In  thee  shall 
tUfamiUes  of  the  earth  be  blessed,"  In  these 
few  words,  the  genn  of  the  covenant  of  salva- 
tion  is  brought  before  the  eye  of  the  Church, 
as  it  was  exhibited  to  the  apprehension  of  its 
earthly  representative  :  and  he  must  have  rea- 
ioned  on  this  wise,  concerning  the  amazing 
ccHiimiiiiication  thus  vouchsafed  to  him.  '^If 
all  fiunilies  of  the  earth  are  to  be  blessed  in  me, 
die  mercy  cannot  have  its  existence  vested  in 
myself  personally,  for  I  shall  not  live  to  behold 
it  lliis  mysterious  good  and  benediction,  must 
niae  therefore  from  one  who  shall  be  bom  of 
me ;  who,  himself  eminently  distinguished  of 
God,  shall  bring  with  him  a  blessedness,  of 
which  the  length  and  breadth  shall  embrace  the 
whole  earth.  He  must  therefore,  be  not  man 
merely,  but  God  also  ;  though  be  must  assume 
Itmnan  nature,  in  order  to  be  bom  as  my  des- 
eeodant***  Thus,  did  a  divine  communication, 
iavohre  in  a  few  simple  words,  that  mystery 
of  an  incarnate  Saviour,  which  holy  patriarchs 
aad  prophets  more  largely  and  clearly  explained, 
br  the  fidth  and  hope  of  his  waiting  Church.^ 

^  Lvtlicr  in  QenienD,  Cap.  zii. 
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The  world,  liberated  from  the  yoke  of  Satan, 
death  and  hell  destroyed,  the  law  fulfilled,  and 
its  curse  removed,  sin  forgiven,  eternal  salva- 
tion provided,  and  the  kingdom  of  heavea 
opened  unto  aH  believers,  were  among  the 
mercies  comprised  in  this  promise.  They  broke 
upon  Abrain's  mind,  as  the  dawnings  of  that 
day  of  Christ,  which  lie  saw  perhaps  even  now 
dimly  in  spirit,  thuu<fh  not  in  llesh,  and  whereof 
he  was  glad,  as  a  believer,  though  yet  an  infant 
in  the  life  of  faith.  All  the  posterities  of 
Adam  were  cursed  in  him ;  and  God  here  pro- 
mises that  they  should  be  blessed  in  the  seed 
of  Abrani,  and  by  liim,  in  the  seed  of  the 
woman. 

Now  tills  blessing  must  extend  to,  and  em- 
brace all  the  good  whereof  men  are  deprived 
by  the  curse,  or  it  cannot  establish  its  claim 
and  assumption.  Its  declaration  was  delayed 
from  the  promise  in  Eden,  to  that  in  Vr; 
because  the  Most  High  intended  to  leave 
mankind  to  walk,  for  a  long  and  dark  period  in 
their  own  way  ;  that  thus  He  might  exhibit  his 
severity  against  sin;  that  thus  He  might  display 
the  sovereignty  and  fireeness  of  that  men^, 
through  which  He  had  provided  and  promised 
a  Deliverer ;   and  that  thus  He  m^ht  make 
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trial  of  the  wisdom  of  man,  in  seeking  out  for 
the  person  of  the  Redeemer,  and  the  nature  of 
the  freedom  which  He  would  confer.  In  this 
moft  precious  promise  therefore,  was  that  gold 
deposited,  in  the  keeping  of  the  Church,  which 
after  many  generations  was  brought  forth,  and 
stamped  with  the  image  of  God. 

The  corse  pronounced  upon  Satan  in  para* 
Xae  is  here  renewed.  ^^  I  will  bless  them  that 
Mas  thee,  and  curse  him  that  curseth  thee." 
lie  Messing  is  to  many,  the  curse  refers  to 
(me,  the  apostate  angel  and  god  of  this  world, 
who  brought  sin  and  shame  and  ruin  upon  it.^ 
This  gracious  promise  was  again  and  again  re- 
newed :  for  Infinite  Love  and  Wisdom  knew  it 
to  be  the  foundation,  on  which  faith  must  rest 
dirough  many  ages,  to  elapse  before  the  advent 
of  Christ.  Thus  was  the  gospel  preached  to 
Abfam;  "  that  the  bleuing  of  Abram  might 
come  upon  the  Gentiles,  through  Jesus  Christ : 
that  tee  might  receive  the  promise  of  the  Spirit 
Arough  faith/*  Through  this  declaration 
does  every  believer  trace  up,  as  it  were,  the 
tnoestry  and  lineage  of  his  spiritual  mercies,  in 
the  Lamb   of  Gx>d ;  because  it  connects  the 

^  Owen  on  tke  Hefarewi,  VoL  I.  p.  175. 
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])erson,  nature,  and  offices  of  the  Incarnate 
Word,  witli  the  first  hope  and  ray  of  salvation, 
that  burst  through  the  darkness  of  man's  fallen 
soul  in  Eden,  and  took  away  that  load  of  sin, 
which,  if  it  had  remained  uponbim,  would  have 
eternally  overwhelmed  and  destroyed  him. 
Sweetly  then,  as  every  message  of  a  Saviour's 
love  should  strike  upon  our  ears,  a  peculiar  de- 
light should  be  felt,  by  those  who  have  expe- 
rienced the  power  of  redeeming  love,  in  this 
promise  to  Abram,  which  not  only  gives  an 
assurance  of  pardon  and  peace  to  the  world, 
but  vests  it  in  an  individual  and  his  posterity, 
for  safe  keeping,  until  the  coming  of  Him  of 
whom  the  patriarch  was  a  type  and  shadow. 
^^  Unto  you  first y  God  having  raised  up  his  Son 
Jesus,  hath  sent  Him  to  bless  you,  in  turning 
away  every  one  of  you  from  his  iniquities J^  ^ 
A  Bible,  a  Gospel,  and  a  Saviour,  are  the  bless- 
ings thus  given  to  Abram,  and  left  by  him  as  a 
rich  legacy  to  the  church  and  the  world. 

1.  Are  such  promises  as  these  precious  when 
apprehended  by  the  heart  of  a  believer  ?  Then 
should  they  be  diligently  pleaded  before  God  in 
prayer.      If  we  would  enjoy  them  in  their 

'  Actiiil36. 
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excellence,  and  find  them  making  us  conformed 
to  his  image,  wbo  is  the  sum  and  substance  of 
tbem  all,  we  must  seek  to  have  them  fastened 
npoD  our  hearts  by  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Our  thoughts  indeed  are  so  little  proportioned 
to  the  majesty  and  goodness  of  God,  that  when 
we  would  ask  for  needed  blessings  we  are  often 
discouraged  in  prayer ;  like  Moses,  when  Je- 
hovah had  promised  quails  for  all  the  multitude 
of  Israel:  as  though  it  were  impossible  that 
God  should  do  as  He  had  said.  And  therefere, 
because  we  fear  to  ask,  we  fail  to  obtain.  When 
iBeditation  upon  the  promises  has  filled  a 
Christian's  heart  with  a  full  sense  of  the  value 
of  evangelical  blessings,  in  the  glorified  treasure- 
house  of  the  church,  prayer  should  pour  out  the 
desire  to  possess  them  ;  and  God  will  be  found 
with  an  open  hand  to  bestow  them.  The  pro- 
Buses,  so  pleaded  and  sought  from  God,  will  be 
Uessed  in  their  own  high  value,  and  blessed  to 
the  receiver  as  answers,  to  prayer,  and  evidences 
of  the  love  of  Christ. 

II.  A  Christian  should  never  rest  contented 
»  a  slight  acquaintance  with  the  promises. 
They  are  intended,  in  the  purposes  of  divine 
*i«loin,  to  smooth  the  path  of  self-denial — to 
console  the  child  of  God  in  the  afflictions  and 
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triiils  of  nature  and  grace — to  enable  the  good 
soldier  of  Jesus  Christ  to  endure  hardness  in 
his  gracious  warfare — to  lift  his  renewed  mind 
above  the  love  of  tliis  present  world — to  bear  it 
up  over  tlic  floods  of  temptation — to  produqe 
conformity  with  Christ,  in  his  death  to  sin,  and 
ill  his  reign  over  sin— and  to  enable  him  to  per- 
fect holiness  in  the  fear  of  God.  And  shall  it 
then  be,  tliat  one  who  feels  his  need  of  fellow- 
ship with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jems ' 
Christ,  for  these  important  ends,  and  &t  that 
peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understaodingt 
should  be  satisfied,  without  ample  and  constant 
experience  of  their  presence  and  power  within 
his  lieart  ?  God  forbid !  O  never  may  it  suffice 
those  who  have  embraced  these  promises  in  thor 
Redeemer,  only  to  dip  the  end  of  the  rod  of  &ith 
ill  this  honey,  and  put  it  to  their  mouth,  and  so 
pass  on,  and  belittle  strengthened.  He  who  would 
sound  the  dept}isof  the  sea,  must  notstand  upon 
the  shore,  and  let  down  Iiis  plummet.  He  must 
sail  far  upon  its  bosom,  and  then  try  whether 
its  bottom  may  be  reached  at  all.  It  is  thus 
with  the  promises.  He  who  would  imderstand 
tlic  love  and  greatness  of  his  Saviour  and  cove- 
nant Father  ia  tliem,  must  follow  them  out,  in 
the  life  of  an  experimental  religion.     He  must 
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{uniBsize  lumself  ^th  them,  as  thej  meet  his 
new; and  eadeavonr,  through  a  daily  increasing 
acquaintance  with  them,  to  ''  know  the  love  of 
Christ  which  poMseth  knowledgey  and  to  he 
JUled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God.''  ' 

ni.  Is  it  the  end  of  all  the  exceeding  great 
and  precioiis  promises  given  to  Abram,  and  his 
leed  by  fidth,  that  they  should  be  made  par- 
takers of  the  divine  nature?     Then  is  it  an  all- 
important    question    for   a   believer    to    ask, 
Whether  he   is  so  enjoying  the  happiness  they 
communicate^  and  using  them  according  to  the 
fmrpoee  of  the  Spirit,  as  to  be  escaping  the  cor^ 
TBptions  that  are  in  the  world  through  lust,  and 
furifying     himself,    even    as     God   is    pure'i 
**  Having  these  promises,  dearly  beloved,  let  us 
cleanse  ourselves  from  all  filthiness  of  the  flesh 
and  spirit,  perfecting   hoUness  in  the  fear  of 
God.'*  ^     He  who  neglects  this  solemn  call,  can 
never  aboimd  in  the  riches,  either  of  grace  or 
consolation.     The  promises,  truly  received  into 
the  heart,  and  faithfully  dealt  by,  are  not  only 
tsstses  of  holiness,  as  workmen  of  the   Spirit, 
Imt  arguments   to    enforce  it:   and  ill  indeed 
dudl  we  understand,  either  their  nature,  or  their 

'  Epkea.  iii-  9.  '2  Cor.  tu.  I. 
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value,  if  we  fail  to  exemplify  the  life  of  faith 
upon  tliem.  They  are  pure  in  themselves,  even 
as  gold  purified  seven  times  in  the  fire ;  and 
where  they  are  truly  received,  and  enjoyed,  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  God,  must  effect,  (not- 
withstanding all  the  opposing  power  of  sin  and 
Satan)  a  gracious  conformity  to  themselves, 
and  to  the  fountain  of  immaculate  holiness,  firom 
whence  they  flow,  to  supply  the  church.  They 
not  only  declare,  but  communicate  the  riches 
of  the  grace  of  God  to  his  children  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  and  they  prepare  his  blessed  family,  day 
by  day,  for  the  enjoyment  of  his  rest,  and  the 
vision  of  his  glory. 
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THE    COMMAND   OBEYED. 

GENESIS  XII.  4, 5. 
So  Amax  dstaktkd,  as  ths  Lobo  had  sPOKBf  xnrro  mm ; 

AXP  Lor  WKfT  WITH  HUC.  AXD  AXBAM  WAS  HEVBHTl 
AJn>  nvx  TXABS  OLD  WHXN  BX  DXPAKTSD  017T  OP  Ha&AN. 
ASD  AlMAW  TOOK  Sa&AI  HIS  WIFS,  AXD  LoT  HJ8  BK0THXE*8 
•OK,  AXD  AIJ.  THXUl  STBSTAIXCS  THAT  TBXT  HAD  GATHX&ID, 
ASD  THX  SOULS  THAT  THKT  HAD  OOTTKN  Of  Ha&AN  :  AND 
THKT  WECT  fOSTH  TO  GO  INTO  THX  LAND  OP  CaXAAN  ;  AKD 
DITO  THX  ULXD  OP  CaNAAN   THKT  CAXX. 

He  who  should  stand  at  the  source  of  one  of 
those  mighty  rivers  in  the  new  world,  which 
traverses  a  thousand  leagues  of  country,  and 
then  pours  a  sea  of  water  into  the  ocean,  would 
never  imagine,  unless  he  had  traced  it  upwards, 
that  it  could  be  the  parent  of  such  a  stream. 
And  it  is  even  so  in  the  processes  of  divine  wis- 
dom in  the  spiritual  world.  The  kingdom  of 
God  Cometh  not  with  observation,  to  the  eye  of 
s^Qse.    Some   of  those  events  connected  with 
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the  great  economy  of  redemption,  which  have 
heen  most  astonishing  in  their  progress,  and 
which  are  hastening  onwards,  to  a  completion 
unspeakably  and  everlastingly  glorious,  have 
had  their  rise  in  great  obscurity,  and  passed 
almost  unnoticed  through  their  earliest  deve- 
lopement.  "  Indeed,  the  brevity  of  the  Mosaic 
record  down  to  the  call  of  Abram,  has  often 
excited  surprize.  Doubtless,  events  of  great 
variety  and  interest,  occurred  in  the  collisions, 
corruptions,  and  restorations  of  the  earlier 
world.  But  the  reason  of  this  brevity,  may 
have  been  the  preservation  of  the  outline  ; 
which  alone  was  important  to  identify  the  plan 
of  Providence,  throughout  the  ages  to  come. 
If  all  the  details  had  been  given,  that  outline 
might  have  been  difficult  to  trace.  But  now, 
we  have  the  map,  with  the  great  features 
marked  upon  it,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the 
minor  prominences.  We  have  the  form,  undis- 
guised  by  the  various  changes  and  involutions 
of  the  robe.  Yet  this  but  the  more  distinctly 
vindicates  the  inspiration  of  the  Pentateuch. 
What  human  dexterity  could  thus  anticipate 
the  fates,  and  thus  administer  to  the  wisdom  of 
the   future  ?  "  i 

'  Dr.  Cioly's  Three  Cycles  of  RevelaUon,  pp.  305,  306. 
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When  Soaih,  moTed  Mrith  fear,  prepared  an 
azk  to  the  saving  of  Yiis  liousey  the  mockers,  and 
loiteren  around  liim,  little  dreamed  of  that  des- 
troying flood,  ^rliicb.  was  soon  to  he  poured  upon 
them;  nor  of  the  fortunes  of  that  future  Church 
and  worldy  whereby  the  coming  ruin  would  he 
succeeded.  When  the  command  and  promise 
of  the  Most  High  came  imto  Abram,  it  was 
jNTohablj  unknown  hejond  the  little  circle  of 
his  own  family.  And  when  he  girded  up  his 
iains,  and  took  his  staff  in  his  hand,  to  ohey  it, 
bj  removing  from  Ur,  the  Chaldeans  woidd  no 
doubt  witness  his  departure  with  few  emotions, 
ttfe  those  of  wonder  at  his  folly.  Yet  was  this 
erent,  the  first  visihle  link  in  that  amazing 
chain  of  providences,  whereby  God  was  ahout 
to  hind  together  all  the  fortunes  of  his  Church  in 
one  beautiful  harmony — wherehy  that  Church, 
separated  from  the  world,  as  God's  pecuUar 
people,  was  to  be  plainly  united  to  Himself,  for 
iti  own  good,  and  his  supreme  glory  in  its  sal- 
TatioQ.  When  Abram  went  forth  from  his 
coontry,  a  childless  wanderer,  it  never  entered 
the  mind  of  any  of  his  neighbours,  that  he 
would  become  a  great  nation ;  less  still,  if  pos- 
sible, that  in  his  seed  should  all  famiUes  of  the 
^vth  be  blessed ;  that  through  him  the  church 
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should  have  light  and  life  eternal,  when  the 
Son  of  God  should  become  in  his  posterity  the 
Son  of  man.  We  stand  now  at  the  source  and 
fountain  of  the  patriarch's  history.  We  have 
our  hand  upon  the  connecting  link  between  the 
Patriarchal  and  Levitical  Dispensations*  We 
have  hitherto,  merely  looked  upon  the  surface  of 
those  depths  of  unsearchable  grace  and  good- 
ness, which  Abram's  calling  of  God  contains. 
It  will  be  our  first  step  down  the  stream  of 
tliose  wonders  which  make  known  by  the  church, 
the  manifold  wisdom  of  God  in  Abram's  his- 
tory, to  consider — 

The  obedience  paid  by  Him  to  the 
Divine  command. 

If  his  mind  could  have  been  influenced  by 
those  ordinary  considerations,  which  sense  and 
sight  would  suggest  to  one  so  circumstanced, 
all  would  have  pleaded  against  the  divine  com- 
mand ;  all  would  have  united  to  say,  '*  This  be 
far  from  thee  :  this  shall  not  happen  unto  thee." 
But  when  tlie  power  of  Jehovah  attended  his 
own  revelation,  every  hindrance  was  subdued. 

(I.)  This  obedience  is  exhibited,  as 
Prompt,  Unhesitating,  and  Immediate. 
The   friends    among    whom    Abram  had  long 
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dwdt;  the  Society,  iwith  which  his  heart  and 
afictions  were  conversant ;  the  temporal  good, 
thit  had  grown  up  around  him  ;  the  pursuits  of 
lof  Hfe ;  the  habits  of  his  mind ;  and,  as  I  hare 
already  said,  the  idols  of  his  worship,  were  all 
to  be  abandoned.  The  way  before  him,  was 
dark  and  unpromising.  Nay,  it  does  not  appear 
that  his  Heavenly  Master  had  given  him  any 
distinct  yiew  of  Canaan  itself,  the  place  where 
he  was  to  dwell,  until  he  had  actuaUy  reached 
it.  It  was  just  simply  said,  "  Go  into  a  land 
which  I  will  shew  thee :  '*  and  only  when  he 
arrived  in  the  plain  of  Moreh  did  God  condescend 
to  say — **  Unto  thy  seed  (not  to  thyself,  but  to 
thy  seed)  will  I  give  this  land." '  The  mention 
of  Canaan  in  the  close  of  the  eleventh  chapter, 
it  generally  admitted  to  have  been  by  anticipa- 
tion. The  mind  of  Saul  could  suggest  no  con- 
siderations but  those  of  selfishness  to  secure 
the  fidelity  of  his  foUowers,  or  to  impeach  their 
wisdom  in  concealing  Jonathan's  covenant  with 
David,  **  Hear  now^  ye  Benjamites;  taill  the 
Sm  of  Jeue  give  every  one  of  you  fields  and 
meyanb,  and  make  you  all  captains  of  thou- 
fonds,  and  captains  of  hundreds^  that  all  of  you 
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have  conspired  against  me ;  and  there  is  none 
that  sheweth  me  that  my  son  hath  made  a  league 
with  the  Son  of  Jesse  V^'^  No  more  could  the 
natural  mind  of  Abram  have  looked  beyond 
himself,  and  the  personal  and  family  good  or 
evil,  which  might  have  promised  or  threatened, 
to  attend  his  removal.  But  while  man  would 
refuse  obedience  at  all,  or  linger,  to  calculate 
and  count  the  cost  of  foUowing  Jesus,  in  the 
way  of  salvation,  the  Almightiness  of  his  Grace 
puts  forth  its  hand  to  the  work,  and  the  con- 
quest is  complete.  ''  His  people  are  made  foil- 
ling  in  the  dag  of  his  power"  *  Thus  it  is  in 
the  heart's  affections,  when  they  go  forth  to 
meet  and  do  his  will.  The  mind  is  enlightened 
to  know  the  state  and  danger  of  every  unre- 
newed transgressor,  in  the  land  of  its  idolatiy. 
A  spirit  of  love,  and  a  liberty  of  the  will,  arise 
from  the  persuasion  of  divine  goodness,  wrought 
upon  the  soul.  The  exceeding  great  and  pre- 
cious promises  of  the  gospel  are  received  in 
faith :  and  then,  even  as  our  great  Redeemer 
Himself,  ''for  the  jog  that  was  set  before  Him 
endured  the  cross,  despising  theshame,^  so  doth 
his   disciple   go   forth  to  his  own    appointed 

>  1  Sam.  xxii.  7,  8.  '  Pnlm  ex.  3. 
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iabou  and  confiict,  with  the  animating  hope  of 
tbe  inhentance  made  over  to  the  saints  in  lights 
b^  the  unchangeable  £aitlifuhiess  of  their  cove- 
nant God,  His  beauty,  and  the  liberty  of  his 
service  then  begin  to  be  understood.  That 
Kirice  is  known  to  be  perfect  freedom:  and 
tke  more  close  the  soul's  communion  with  its 
Saviour,  the  more  clearly  will  his  glory^  and  the 
tme  happiness  of  his  service^  be  discovered; 
and  the  more  purely  will  love  reign  over  the 
mind,  to  impel  its  obedience.  "As  the  hart 
panUik  after  the  water-brookSf  sopanteth  my 
uul  after  thee,  O  God/" ' 

It  was  even  thus  with  St.  Paul^  when  the 
riches  of  the  love  of  Christ,  brought  him  forth 
into  that  mighty  change  whereby  he  became 
the  ministerial  glory  of  the  Church,  which 
he  had  so  fiercely  persecuted.  "  When  it  pleased 
God,  who  separated  me  from  my  mothers  womb, 
Mmi  called  me  by  his  grace,  to  reveal  his  Son  in 
me,  that  I  might  preach  Him  among  the  heathen ; 
immediately  I  conferred  not  with  flesh  and 
hlood.'*'  When  the  secret,  but  Onmipotent 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  had  made  an  internal 
diicovery  of  that   Son,  as  God*s  salvation,  and 

I  Pfldm  xlii.  1.  •  GaL  i.  15, 16. 
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of  his  own  personal  interest  in  the  great  re- 
demption^ the  inwrought  change  was  total ;  and 
thenceforth  it  was  Christ  to  him  to  live.  This 
is  the  high,  the  mysterious,  the  energetic  prin* 
ciple  of  a  believer's  life.  The  love  of  Christ 
constrains  him :  and  all  the  hindrances  of  the 
world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  are  bidden  to 
get  behind  him.  No  influence,  short  of  this 
moving  power  from  heaven ;  no  motives,  less 
powerful  than  those  which  are  called  into  exer- 
cise, when  Christ  is  thus  formed  in  the  soul,  the 
hope  of  glory,  can  subdue  its  earthliness,  and 
carry  it  above  all  temptations,  whereby  it  may 
be  solicited  to  remain  in  idolatry  and  sin.  Car- 
nal reasons,  counsels,  friends,  arguments,  solici- 
tations, ease,  and  interest,  may  plead  long  and 
loudly :  but  their  claim  wuU  not  be  admitted. 
Motives  may  be  urged,  as  painful  to  oppose,  as 
would  be  the  plucking  out  of  a  right  eye,  or  the 
excision  of  a  right  hand.  But  when  the  person 
of  the  Saviour,  the  nature  of  his  service,  and 
the  price  of  his  salvation  are  understood  and 
received,  as  the  revelations  of  his  grace  impress 
them  upon  the  heart.  He  will  gain  Himself  the 
victory  over  its  affections. 

And  when  a  divine  command,   with   all  its 
promises,  and  all  its  privileges  in  the  gospel  of 
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Tedeemmg  grace  is  made  known^  immediate 
obedience  is  die  only  vrisdom.  Hesitation  is 
equallj  guiity  and  dangerous.  "  O  not  so,  my 
Lwd,"  should  be  far  firom  those,  whom  the  God 
of  grace  hath  visited  with  salvation  in  his  Son. 
Fiesh  and  blood  are  subtle  counsellors;  and 
they  have  a  powerful  advocate  in  the  heart's 
deceitfohiess.  They  are  totally  unfitted  toad- 
vise  UB  in  spiritual  duties :  for  '*  the  carnal 
mind  is  enmity  against  God.*'  If  they  cannot 
lunder  obedience  entirely,  they  will  gladly  de- 
form  it,  and  represent  it  as  the  Christian's 
slavery,  rather  than  his  joy  and  liberty.  They 
will  endeavour  to  turn  the  mind  from  choosing 
the  word  of  God,  as  the  only  rule,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  as  the  only  Guide ;  and  to  transfer  all 
confidence  from  both  to  the  darkness  and  delu- 
sions of  that  wisdom  of  this  world,  which  is 
bdishness  with  God.  They  will  endeavour  to 
sobdae  the  life  of  faith,  to  the  life  of  sense ;  and 
to  make  the  professor  of  Christianity,  when 
smnmoned  to  go  forth  from  his  unholy  rest, 
resist  the  call,  and  cry,  "  This  is  a  hard  saying, 
who  can  bear  it  ?  '* 

''  If  God  then,  v)ho  commanded  the  light  to 
^ine  out  ofdarkness^  hath  shined  in  any  heart, 
^opve  the   light  of  the  knowledge  0/  his  own 
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glory  ifi  the  face  of  Jesu^  Christ : "  ^  and  if 
that  heart's  approbation  hath  by  faith  welcomed 
the  disclosure^  as  the  dearest  blessing  which  a 
lost  creature  could  experience,  or  the  Most 
High  God  communicate,  out  of  the  stores  of 
his  incomprehensible  mercy,  when  the  command 
to  forsake  all  and  follow  Christ  is  given  to  such 
a  believer,  what  should  be  his  delighted  answer, 
as  he  rises  in  God*s  strength  and  his  soul's 
gladness,  to  make  the  sacrifice  ?  "  JFfiat  things 
were  gain  to  vie^  those  I  counted  loss  for  Christ ; 
yea,  doubtless,  and  I  count  all  things  biU  loss, 
for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
Jesus  my  Lord.''^  "  I  will  make  haste  and  de- 
lay not,  to  keep  thy  commandments."  When 
God  restores  Ephraim,  the  first  spiritual  breath 
should  be  employed  in  crying,  "  What  have  I 
to  do  any  more  with  idoh  ?  "  '  If  any  of  you 
have  learned  to  say,  '^  God  forbid  that  I  should 
glory  save  only  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ ;  '*  it  becomes  you  to  make  known,  that 
you  have  been  the  Apostle's  follower  in  that 
happy  experience  of  his  conformity  to  Jesua — 
"  Whereby  the  world  is  crucified  imto  me,  and 
I  unto  the  world."    Nothing  can  be  so  efiectual 

'  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  <  Phil.  ill.  7,  8.  >  HoiM  ziv.  8. 
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as  the  revelation  of  a  crucified  Sayiour,  made 
within  the  heart,  to  vrean  it  &om  sin,  and  to 
unite  its  affections  in  love  to  the  way  of  a  re- 
conciled God. 

(II.)  Abrani*s  obedience  to  the  divine  com- 
mand, exhibited  a  feature  quite  inseparable 
from  the  character  of  a  true  believer — I  mean 

HIS  DEEP  SOLICITUDE  FOR  THE  TRUE  WEL- 
FAJIE  OF  THOSE,  TO  WHOM  HE  STOOD  RELATED 
IS  FAMILY    BONDS     AND     CONNEXIONS.         ''He 

took  Sarai  his  wife^  and  Lot  his  brothers  son^ 
and  all  their  substance  that  they  had  gathered, 
and  the  souls  that  they  had  gotten  in  Haran  : 
tmd  they  went  forth  to  go  into  the  land  of 
Canaan.**  The  servants  whom  he  had  bought, 
they  who  were  bom  in  his  house,  and  they 
ilso  it  would  appear,  whom  he  had  indeed 
spiritually  gotten,  as  instrumentally  the  cause 
of  their  conversion,  to  that  faith  which  wrought 
10  actively  within  his  own  heart,  were  brought 
oat  with  him.  He  spared  them  not  a  portion 
in  his  own  trials,  through  a  false  and  fatal  ten- 
derness: but  led  them  forth  towards  the  blessed- 
ness of  that  country,  which  gleamed  so  brightly 
in  his  own  eye  and  heart  of  faith. 

The  promise  of  the  Father,  made  unto  his  Son 
in  the  sure  and  everlasting  covenant  of  grace, 
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declared  that  He  should  see  his  seed,  the  travail 
of  his  soul,  in  sinners  redeemed  and  restored 
to  God.  Therefore  did  He  not  only  die  for 
them,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  as  their  atone- 
ment and  ransom — therefore  did  He  not  only 
give  them  the  merit  of  his  righteousness,  as  their 
unchallengeable  title  to  eternal  life,  when  they 
truly  believe ;  but  He  goes  to  seek  and  to  save 
that  which  was  lost.  He  waits,  in  his  unrivalled 
patience,  at  the  door  of  hearts,  closed  by  unbe- 
lief, locked  by  all  the  stratagems  of  Satan, 
barred  by  self-will,  and  guarded  by  the  strong 
man  armed,  imtil  his  Holy  Spirit  doth  the  work 
of  liis  love,  opens  Him  an  entrance,  and  leads 
the  affections  forth  to  follow  Him,  by  the  light 
and  impulse  of  his  own  love. 

And  when  a  Christian  is  himself  awakened 
to  find,  that  by  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  God 
hath  brought  him  out  of  the  horrible  pit  of  hii 
alienation,  from  the  family  of  heaven,  and^set 
liim  in  the  way  of  life,  and  promised  him  gui- 
dance thither,  and  glory  as  its  consummation, 
will  he  not  put  forth  his  hand,  in  the  very  act 
of  rising  to  follow  Christ,  towards  others,  that 
they  also  may  be  one  with  him  ?  Will  not  his 
heart  melt  over  the  miseries  of  tliose,  with  whom 
the  arrangements  of  providence  have  connected 
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lum  in  the  relations  and  dearest  characters  of 
Hfe,  to  pluck  them  also  as  brands  out  of  the 
bomii^:  and  to  say,   "  Come  with  us,  who  go 
for&  with  Jesus,  and  we  will  do  you  good  ?  " 
When  Moses    was   commanded  to  lead  Israel 
from  the  bondage  of  Egypt,  it  did  not  content 
lum  to  have  the  multitude  of  God's  host  deli- 
vered    Ue   would   have   even   the  sheep  and 
oxen  of  the  people  included  in  the  freedom  to 
be  wnu^  from  the  unwilling  hand  of  Pharaoh. 
"  Tkere  shall  not  a  hoof  be  left  behind:'    And 
did  it  satisfy  the  &ther  of  the  faithful  to  lead 
forth  Sarai  his  wife,  and  Lot  his  brother's  son, 
and  to  leave  all  the  rest  of  his  household  within 
the  forbidden  verge  of  the  idolatries  of  Chaldea  ? 
Assuredly  not.    Although  he  had  not  yet  been 
blessed  with  children,  there  were  others  beside 
his  wife,  over  whom  a  charge  had  been  given 
him — a  charge  of  weighty  and  solemn  responsi- 
bility, to  bring  them  forth.     He  had  servants, 
tnd  he  laboured  to  win  them.     He  had  souls  in 
his  household,  spiritually  given  to  him,  as  he 
declared  the  counsel  of  God  to  them,  and  as  a 
Uesaing  rested   upon  his  endeavours  to  make 
them  companions  of  his  way.     Authority  was 
added  to   precept   and  example;  and  all  his 
£umly  took  their  pilgrimage  with  him  towards 
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the  land  of  promise^  as  the  light  of  promise  led 
them  thither. 

And  who  shall  tell  how  greatly  the  example 
of  Sarai's  obedience  to  Abram's  will  must  have 
influenced  those  around  her  ?  She  appears  to. 
have  oflbred  no  resistance  to  the  divine  com- 
mand ;  to  have  pleaded  no  bar  against  her  hus- 
band's prompt  obedience:  she  was  therefore 
blessed  in  her  deed.  And  when  the  two  great 
centres  of  influence,  around  which  all  fiEunily 
movements  mainly  revolve,  coincide  in  harmony 
of  mind  to  the  will  of  God,  and  the  love  of  Christ, 
and  the  delight  of  his  way,  the  course  of  those 
inferior  movements,  (if  I  may  so  speak,  which 
constitute  the  family  system,  may  hopefully  be 
expected  to  illustrate  the  power  and  beauty  of 
family  religion.  When  a  believing  husband 
and  wife,  walk  as  heirs  together  of  the  grace  of 
life,  tlieir  example  will  not  be  barren  of  imita- 
tion ;  for  God's  blessing  will  attend  it.  Never 
then,  confine  your  spiritual  solicitudes  for  others, 
to  the  closest  and  dearest  relations  of  life. 
Bring  the  love  of  Jesus  to  bear  upon  your 
hearts,  and  expand  them,  until  they  embrace  all 
witliin  the  sphere  of  your  influence,  and  lead 
them,  with  yourselves,  to  the  fold  and  pasture  of 
the  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  your  souls.     A 
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greititiier  of  the  Christian  church  ^  observed, 
that  the  devil  prevailed  to  make  the  heathen 
vkked,  with  no  conunon  success,  but  rather 
with  especial  power,  by  those  fictions,  which 
attrilrated  all  the  sins  that  defile  the  world,  not 
to  men,  originally,  hut  to  the  deities,  in  whom 
they  were  called  to  believe :  so  that  the  foulest 
nn  was  sanctioned  by  the  highest  example. 
Howcarefiilly  should  the  heads  of  families  apply 
this  tnidi  to  themselves.  Let  not  the  inferiors 
around  you,  think  themselves  safe  and  warranted 
in  unbelief  and  sin,  because  they  can  plead  you 
IS  their  pattern.  God  hath  set  you  as  stars  in 
the  firmament,  by  which  others  may  guide  their 
coarse.  And  if  while  they  look  to  you,  and 
felknr,  as  you  may  direct,  they  fall  into  iniqui- 
ty, rebellion  against  God,  rejection  of  Christ, 
davery  to  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  or  the  lust  of  the 
eyes,  or  the  pride  of  life,  and  thus  into  the  death 
etonal,  will  that  God  and  Governor  who  placed 
them  under  your  care,  hold  you  guiltless  for 
BQsieadings  so  dreadful  { 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  who  "  convert  a 
nunerfram  the  error  of  his  ways^  shall  save  a 
«v/  fnym  death,  and  shall  hide  a  multitude  of 

*  St.  Aogiiitme^t  ConfBwioiift. 
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Hns" '  that  radiance  will  suffer  no  eclipse, 
because  tlicy  for  whom  you  laboured,  watched, 
prayed,  poured  forth  such  instruction,  as  had 
inade  yourselves  wise  unto  salvation,  and  pro- 
vided such  examples  as  became  the  disciples  of 
the  Lord,  lived  witliiu  the  walls  and  doors  of 
your  own  habitations,  or  within  the  dearer 
dwellings  of  your  own  converted  and  gtacioos 
hearts.  Families  would  become  holy,  were  the 
heads  of  families  renewed  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
and  anxious  for  their  households.  And  thus, 
nations  thcmsulves  would  become  mouutuns  of 
holiness,  and  seats  for  the  throne  of  God  where 
He  would  be  glorified.  None  indeed  can  en- 
kindle the  life  of  God  vrithin  the  soul,  save  "  He 
who  hath  his  fire  in  Zion  and  his  furnace  in 
Jerusalem."  But  the  instruments  I  have  men- 
tioned are  of  divine  appointment;  and  were 
they  well  employed,  casting  themselves  upon 
the  presence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Gboat, 
their  labour  of  love  would  not  be  in  vain. 

(III.)  The  Obediemce  of  Abrah,  mani- 
fested AN  ENTIRE  SURRENDER  OF  HIMSELT 
TO   THE    DIVINE    GUIDANCE.       "He      Went    OUt 

not  knowing  whither  he  went."     It  is  common 
'  Jama  t.  SO. 
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in  tlie  naval  warfare  and  enterprizes  of  nations, 
to  send  a  ship  or  a  fleet  with   sealed  orders  for 
ulterior  operations.      These  instructions  are  not 
to  be  opened  by  the  commander,  until  he  shall 
have  reached  a  certain  latitude   and  longitude, 
of  which  he  is  previously  apprized.     He  may 
speculate  upon  the  order,  but  he  presses  towards 
the  mark,  where  further  light  and  knowledge 
will  he  conmiunicated ;  and  he  does  well.     It 
was  thus  with  Abram.     He  knew  little — nay  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  promised  land ;  probably 
not  even  of  the  way  to  it :  yet  he  went  onward, 
and  desired  no  halting  place,  imtil  God  Himself 
should  make  the  discovery.     Now  this  is  God*s 
requirement  from   faith   and  it  is  the  high  ex- 
ercise of  faith  to  obey  the  conmiand.     When 
onr   Lord  stoops   to  wash  the  disciples'  feet, 
Peter  is  amazed   at  the  condescension  of  his 
glorious  Lord,  and  would  oppose  his  purpose. 
"  Thou   shalt  never  wash  my  feet,"     But  the 
Lord  promises  future  light  to  clear  the  mystery. 
"  fFhai    I  do  thou  hnowest  not  now,   but  thou 
duilt  know  hereafter,''  *     The  Lord  declares  the 
absolute  necessity  of  that  spiritual  law,  which 
his  gracious  act  typified.    **  If  I  wash  thee  not, 

»  John  xiii  6, 7. 
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thou  hast  no  part  in  me.*^  Immediately  the 
whole  Apostle's  mind  is  bowed  down  to  entire 
submision — "  iord,  not  my  feet  only  but  alio 
my  hands  and  my  head  !  "  It  is  a  consideration, 
to  still  all  fears,  and  hush  all  doubts  within  a 
believer's  heart,  while  he  goes  on  a  darkling 
way  of  present  providence,  that  God*s  own  hand 
is  leading  him :  and  that,  though  it  doth  not 
yet  appear  what  he  shall  be,  he  knows  that  he 
shall  be  Ukc  his  Saviour,  for  he  shall  see  Him 
as  He  is,  at  the  end  of  his  pilgrimage. 

Abram*s  resting  place  was  promised,  but  not 
revealed.  He  had  no  cloudy  pillar  to  lead  him ; 
no  angel  of  the  covenant,  to  go,  as  it  were,  before 
him,  in  visible  majesty  ;  and  to  hold  a  manifest 
shield  of  protection  over  him  :  yet  he  cast  him- 
self in  faith  upon  the  divine  conduct ;  and  went 
forth  unhesitatingly ;  not  knowing  whither  he 
went.  That  same  God,  who  raised  the  righ- 
teous man  from  the  East,  called  him  also  to  his 
foot ;  made  him  willing  to  follow  the  law  and 
way  of  his  appointed  course,  and  to  cast  all  the 
care  of  the  pilgrimage,  where  it  would  be  surely 
and  safely  borne.  And  this  is  the  legitimate 
exercise  of  faith ; — not  to  dispute ;  but  to  obey. 
When  God,  in  the  mysteries  of  his  dealing 
''  leads  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they  know  not;** 
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it  never  becomes  them  to  say,  "We  will  not  fol- 
low, until  OUT  eyes  shall  be  opened,  and  we 
ooiselves  assured  of  the  fitness  of  our  journey:", 
fer  thus  would  man  contend  with  God,  and  be 
wiser  than  his  Maker.  Thus  would  the  blind 
eje  think  it  saw  better  than  the  God  who 
{onned  it:  and  the  deaf  ear,  that  it  heard  more 
distinctly  than  He  who  made  it  capable  of  re- 
ceiving soimd.  If  patience  hath  its  perfect  work 
— if  the  Christian  lose  not  his  confidence  in 
God,  nor  fell  into  unbelief,  his  feet  will  not 
stumble  om  the  dark  mountains  of  any  provi- 
dential triaL  The  promise  will  be  his  light, 
iridic  the  providence  may  lower  around  him« 
It  ^ould  be  enough  for  faith  to  lean  upon  the 
Saviour's  breast  in  love,  while  preparing  to  fol- 
W  Him  ;  vrithout  desiring  to  know  the  coun- 
sels of  his  heart,  until  his  wisdom  sees  the  fitting 
time  for  disclosing  them.  K  infinite  love  has 
appointed  the  end  of  every  Christian's  course, 
to  be  with  the  Redeemer  in  his  realm  and  glory ; 
tnd  if  infinite  wisdom  has  devised  the  sure 
means  of  attaining  it,  then  faith  may  be  well 
eoQtented,  simply  to  ask  the  question,  "  Lord 
wliat  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?" — to  place  body, 
icml,  and  spirit,  with  all  their  movements, 
liopes,   and   solicitudes,  at  the  disposal  of  an 
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unerring  God,  and  to  say,  *'  Behold  the  servant 
of  the  Lord,  be  it  done  unto  me  according  to  thy 
word"  While  faith,  like  the  draughtsman's 
compass,  hath  one  foot  fixed  in  God,  as  its  im- 
moveable centre,  the  other  limb  may  be  safely 
permitted  to  go  round  at  its  appointed  distance, 
and  the  circle  will  be  at  last  complete.  '*  Seek 
ye  first  the  kingdom  of  Qod  and  hie  righteoue- 
71688,  and  all  other  things  will  be  added  unto 
you.''  The  Lord  may  constrain  his  disciples  to 
go  into  the  ship  ;  the  wind  may  be  contraiy ; 
and  they  may  be  for  a  while  buffeted  with  the 
storm.  But  He  will  come  to  them,  in  his  own 
good  time,  though  He  walk  in  much  gloom  upon 
the  sea  to  approach  them ;  and  they  will  reach 
the  land  in  safety,  peace,  and  joy. 

(I.)  /  7nay  be  addressing  some^  who  Uke 
Abram,  when  the  God  of  glory  appeared  to  Am, 
are  dwelling  contented  in  a  land  of  idolatry  and 
sin.  Surely  a  message  of  life  and  mercy,  hath 
been  vouchsafed  to  you.  An  offended  and 
neglected  God  has  not  allowed  you  to  remain 
ignorant  of  your  state,  your  duties,  and  your 
hopes,  unless  the  curtain  of  that  ignorance  be 
drawn  by  your  own  resolved  hand  around  you. 
If  you  are  idling  away  the  hours  of  life  and 
salvation,  amidst  the  frivolities  of  the  world's 
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pletinm,  or  the  vain  nothingness  of  its  more 
serioQi  pmsnits,  yoa  cannot  plead  that  no  man 
hath  hired  you.  The  gospel  hath  been  preached 
vniio  you.     The   ambassadors  of  Christ  have 
besought  yoa*     A  voice  hath  come  again,  and 
•gain,  £rom  the  well-head  of  mercy  in  the  great 
ahatioQ  of  the  Son  of  God,  crying,  ''  Ho  every 
OM  thai  ikktteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters !  ^  ^ 
^^Tumge^tmmye^forwhytMlyedie?"^  Par- 
don, which  lost  angels  need,  but  shall  never 
hire,  hath  been  oflfered  to  you.     Blood  of  atone- 
ment, whkh,  touching  their  fetters  of  righteous 
judgment,  would  have  made  them  free  as  the 
nos  of  Grod,   but  of  which  they  must  never 
know  the  efficacy,  hath  been  poured  forth  by 
the  Saviour  for   human    sinners.     God   who 
pitied  those  angels  by,  and  left  them  in  despair, 
hath  taken  your  nature,  to  deliver  it.     And  lo. 
He  calls  you  to  be  happy.     He  knows  that  you 
cumot  be  happy,  as  unbelievers  and  idolators ; 
od  such  are    all    the   world's    votaries,  and 
iH  the  slaves  of  that  reason  in  divine  things, 
which  scorns  what  it  cannot  comprehend,  and 
will  be  wiser  than  the  Most  High  Himself,  in 
pwyndng  a  scheme  of  salvation  for  mankind. 

'  I«ah  It.  1.  '  £■-  xzxiiL  U. 
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While  thus  remaining  in  your  dark  infidelity, 
you  are  making  light  of  God's  own  message  of 
love.  Arise,  while  yet  the  day  of  mercy  shines 
around  you.  Get  you  out  of  the  country  of 
your  idolatries,  to  serve  the  living  God.  Get 
you  from  your  kindred,  the  children  of  this 
world,  who  are  lying  under  the  sentence  of  his 
curse.  Get  you  from  your  father's  house — the 
house  of  the  god  of  this  world,  where  you  have 
no  birthright,  exceptthat  of  wrath  and  condem- 
nation ;  and  betake  yourselves  unto  that  land, 
which  the  Holy  Ghost  waits  to  show  you,  in 
the  length  and  breadth  of  its  beauty.  Take 
your  part  with  the  saints  of  God,  whose  portion 
is  the  all-sufficient  Saviour ;  and  be  blessed  with 
them,  both  in  your  pilgrimage  and  your  rest. 

II.  Are  any  sojourning  in  Haran^  by  the  way^ 
instead  of  pressing  on  towards  Canaan  ?  Abram 
waited  there  five  years ;  probably  induced  by 
the  increasing  infirmities  of  his  father:  and 
when  the  grave  had  closed  over  Terah,  he 
needed  a  second  message,  before  he  struck  his 
tent,  to  complete  the  remainder  of  his  way,  and 
to  follow  the  bidding  of  his  Lord.  O  believen 
in  Jesus,  whose  fleetness  in  the  Christian  course 
hath  been  dishonourably  slackened,  you  have 
much  need  to  exercise  strict  vigilance  and  honest 


THS    COMMAND   OBEYED.  123 

ieafingnith  yourselves;  lest  your  dearest  earthly 
duties  becQfme  your  liindrances.    Let  the  dead 
boiy  theix  dead ;  but  go  ye  and  follow  Jesus. 
Ton  did  run  'well,  wlio  hath  hindered  you? 
Redeem  the  time.     Intreat  God  the  Spirit  to, 
jlnme  agmin  the  wings  of  your  failing  faith ;  and 
to  bear  you  above  the  earthliness  which  hath 
checked  your  heavenly  flight,  and  made  your 
soids  deare  to  the  dust,  *'  Count  not  yourselves 
to  have  already  attained,  either  to  be  already 
peffeeL'^^     Observe  the  activity  of  many  before 
joo ;  and  the  joy  and  peace  wherewith  they  are 
Ueased    and    strengthened.     "  Arise    ye    and 
depart ;  for  this  is  not  your  rest :  because  it  is 
poUtOed,**  <    You  have  no  abiding  city,  until 
after  a  finished  course,  and  a  good  fight  of  faith, 
trimnpliantly  finished,  you  shall  be  led  within 
die  borders  of  Immanuers  land.     If  God  hath 
removed  any  dear  firiend,  while  you  have  been 
loitering  in  your  spiritual  race,  should  not  the 
bereavement  address  you  in  the  voice  of  his 
love,  and  with  the  solemnity  of  a  merciful  soli- 
citation, for    your  recovery  and  restoration  ? 
Doth  not  that  voice  say  to  you,  as  it  said  to  the 
pn^het  in  Horcb,"  What  doest  thou  here  ?"  And 

»  PWL  in.  12.  ■  Micah  u.  10. 

O  2 


have  you  a  better  answer  than  that  of  die  pro- 
phet's timid  and  slothful  withdrawal  irom  hi* 
post  of  duty?  If  you  love  fellowship  with  the 
Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ — if  you 
would  be  strengthened  with  might  by  God's 
Spirit  in  the  inner  man — if  you  would  grow  in 
grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  your  Lord  and 
Saviour — if  you  would  have  an  entrance  minb- 
tered  unto  you  abundantly  into  his  everlaaUng 
kingdom,  turn  you i  faces  Zionward  at  once; 
and  arise  to  follow  the  call  of  God.  And  then, 
as  the  gales  of  Arabia  send  forth  the  fragrance 
of  its  spices,  to  refresh  the  traveller  thitherward, 
and  to  strengthen  him  for  his  remaining  joum^, 
so  will  consolations  from  the  land  of  hleued- 
ness  refresh  you,  and  enable  you  to  go  on  your 
way  rejoicing. 
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HEBREWS  XI.  & 
Bt  rAxrm  Ahulham,  whxn  bs  was  callxd  to  go  out  into 

A  FLiCB  WHKB  HB  SHOULD  APTEE  KBCEiys  FOB  AN  INHB- 
UTaSBCB,  OBBTBDy  AND  HB  WBNT  OUT,  NOT  KNOWING 
WmaBB  HX  WBNT. 

It  is  remariced  by  an  eminent  moral  wiiter,^ 
*  that  whatever  withdraws,  us  from  the  power 
of  oar  senses,  whatever  makes  the  past,  the 
&tant,  or  the  future,  predominate  over  the 
present,  advances  us  in  the  dignity  of  thinking 
beings.*  The  assertion  is  unquestionably  true ; 
and  when  extended  to  embrace  the  relations 
which  men  bear  to  the  invisible  world,  and  to 
comprehend  the  laws  of  their  spiritual  being, 
together  vnth  their  responsibilities  Godward, 
*s  creatures  under  a  gracious  revelation  of  their 

*  Dr.  JoknsOD. 
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Maker's  will^  it  is  their  greatest  safety,  their 
best  wisdom,  and  their  highest  honour,  not  to 
look  to  the  things  which  are  seen,  which  are 
temporal,  as  their  dearest  good,  but  to  the 
things  which  are  not  seen,  which  are  eteniaL 
This  is  the  life  of  faith, — the  life  of  eveiy 
Christian,  renewed  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and 
made  one  in  mind  and  membership  with  his 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  the  life  of  wisdom, 
and  blessedness,  which  St.  Paul  had  realized, 
when  he  cried,  '^  I  am  crvcified  with  ChriH, 
nevertheless  I  live ;  yet  not  J,  but  Christ  liveth 
in  vie  :  and  the  life  which  I  now  Uve  in  thejleshf 
I  live  hy  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  Ood^  who  loved 
me,  and  gave  Himself  for  iwe."* 

This  principle  of  faith  was  the  mighty  lever- 
age whereby  Abram  was  separated  from  all 
the  natural  and  habitual  attractions,  that  bound 
him  to  his  coimtry,  his  kindred,  his  fEtiher's 
house,  and  his  father's  idols.  It  was  the  im- 
pelling motive  of  all  his  future  joumies,  and 
abidings ;  the  staff  whereon  he  leaned ;  and  the 
wisely  chosen  guide  of  all  his  procedores. 
Such  is  the  testimony  given  of  him  by  the 
Apostle — such  the  good  report  made  of  him  by 

'  GaL  ii.  20. 
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die  Hoty  GhoBt.^    'We  li&ve  seen  the  first  move- 
ment in  lus  eventful   pilgrimage  towards  Ca- 
BiaL  Before  we  accompany   him  on  his  pro- 
ps, it  seems  desiral>le  to  examine  this  great 
pater  of  fidth,  wHerety  lie  was  carried  through 
iD  duties,  and  raisexl,  as  on  eagles'  wings  above 
temptidoDs.      And    0I19    that  the   same  high 
aodnetorious  grace  may  be  vouchsafed  tous, 
m  OUT  pilgrimage     and    warfare  ;    making  us 
OMve  than    conqnerers,   through    Him    who 
lofedos;  that  ^we  may  be  blessed  with  fiuthful 
Ainhim! 
L  Our  inquiry   must    obviously   commence 

vithlHE  NATURS    OF    FAITH. 

We  shall  yainly  look  to  any  other  quarter 
fir  t  description  of  this  grace,  (in  the  exercise 
of  which  the  saints  of  the  Most  High  have 
fused,  are  passings  and  must  pass,  to  the  rest 
tkit  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God,)  so  clear 
aid  comprehensive  as  that  given  by  the  Apostle, 
(Heb.  xi.  1.)  **  Faith  u  the  substance  of  things 
iopedfar,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen.''  It  is 
die  sure  foundation,  on  which  the  soul  rests  in 
expectation  of  those  things,  towards  which  its 
liopes,  its  desires^  and  all  its  holy  longings  are 

>  Heb.  xi.  8-19. 
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directed.  It  is  that  inwrought  persuasion  of 
the  mind,  whereby  a  present  subsistence  and 
being  are  given  to  those  blessings,  which  God*8 
own  revelation  hath  promised,  as  the  portion 
of  his  saints.*  It  is  that  refutation  of  atheiBtical 
doubts  and  arguments — that  sure  and  certain 
persuasion  of  invisible  realities,  which  is  the 
heart's  true,  and  (when  it  rises  to  the  assurance 
of  faith)  the  heart's  untroubled  rest.  It  is  that 
spiritual  sight,  whereby  Abraham  saw  the  day 
of  Christ,  nineteen  hundred  years  before  it  broke 
upon  the  earth,  in  the  incarnation,  and  in  which 
liis  soul  rejoiced.  It  is  the  Holy  Ghost's  demon- 
stration of  those  truths,  which  our  senses  cannot 
realize.  Eternal  life  is  promised  to  the  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins.  A  blessed  and  glorious 
resurrection  is  declared  to  the  children  of  Grod. 
But  in  the  mean  time  their  bodies  must  lie 
down  in  the  corruption  of  the  grave.  The  be- 
liever in  Christ  is  pronounced  perfectly 
righteous  in  his  Father's  sight ;  yet  sin  dwells 
within  him.  An  unspeakable  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory  is  assured  to  him ;  and  yet,  he 
feels  himself  beset  with  sorrows.  Faith  then 
looks  through  the  present  cloud,  and  discerns 

*  Compare  Rom.  viiL  24, 25,  with  Hell.  zi.  1. 
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Goi^mill^^  truth,  axid  all  his  love  behind  it. 
Itre^onithetefoTe,  tliat  the  sufferings  of  this 
praent  time  are  not  'worthy  to  be  compared 
with  tke  \)&as  that  shaU  he  revealed  in  the  holy 
nonbas  of  the  family  of  life,  "when  they  shall 
be  finally  and  for  ever  ''  translated  from  the 
i^nioge  of  corruption^  into  the  glorious  liberty 
iikedOdrenofGod:''^ 

hi  ^ram^mi^g  this  divine  grace,  the  principle 
ofallliQly  dbedience,  and,  in  its  exercise,  the 
dor  light  and  faithful  director  of  Abram's  way  ; 
I  pfopoae  to  consider  it  rather  under  its  general 
dianeter,  as  a  simple  affiance  in  the  God  of 
Troth,  than  with  especial  or  exclusive  reference 
to  that  justifying  fedth  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
vltiefa,  as  its  more  peculiar  office  and  benefit, 
aiikes  every  believer  *^  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  Him."  This  more  especial  view  of 
Uth,  wherein  Abram  was  so  largely  blessed, 
both  as  an  individual,  and  as  the  earthly  federal 
bead  of  God's  believing  church,  will  be  the  sub- 
ject <^  a  future  examination.  I  am  now  there- 
iare,  not  so  immediately  speaking  of  that  faith 
which  justifies  the  ungodly,  by  giving  him  an 
interest  in  the  person  and  work  of  the  Lamb 

^  Bom.  Tiii.  21. 
O  5 
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of  God ;  but  rather  of  that  fidth,  which  ia  the 
great  element  of  progress  in  the  ipiiituol  life. 
I  speak  of  that  faith  which  simply  takes  God  at 
his  word,  whatever  that  word  testifies  or  com- 
mands— which  carried  Abraham  forward  in 
hopeful  expectation  of  deliverance  and  hap^- 
ness,  amidst  all  the  pressures  of  present  nuSer- 
ings ;  making  him  adventurous  to  act,  and 
strong  to  endure ;  even  as  his  posterity  cast 
themselves  cheerfully  into  the  depths  of  tlie 
Red  Sea,  and  passed  through  them  boldly, 
obeying  the  command  ;  because  they  looked  for 
the  promised  deliverance  of  God.  Faitll  then, 
thus  considered,  holds  the  light  to  hope ;  and 
enables  its  happy  possessor  to  see  that  glorious 
future,  which  is  discernible  by  no  other  lamp. 
Faith  cheers  the  Christian's  imward  way,  by 
shewing  him  what  stupendous  realities  of  hap- 
piness are  enfolded  in  the  promises ;  and  most 
particularly,  by  directing  him  to  the  gloiioos 
Gospel  of  the  blessed  God,  with  all  its  great 
salvation.  It  hangs  upon  his  arm,  as  that  im- 
pregnable shield  from  the  armoury  of  God, 
whereby  he  is  able  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts 
of  the  wicked  one.  When  the  Christiao  warrior 
takes  that  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the 
word  of  God  ;  faith,  to  use  the  prophet's  lof^ 
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itjk,^ ''  bathes  it  in  heaven ;  '*  gives  it  a  re- 
sisdes  edge  and  temper,  by  mingling  the  truth 
anlCuthfiilness  of  Crod  in  his  covenant,  with  all 
the  excee£iig  great  and  precious  promises ;  and 
hj  that  individual  application^  which  the  Holj 
Spint  imparts,  as  tbe  Teacher  and  Comforter  of 
the  Church. 

¥uth  is  not  merely  an  assent  of  the  imder- 

standing,  clear  perhaps,  but  cold  and  unfiruitful ; 

althnogh  knowledge  is  absolutely  necessary  to 

its  feij  existence ;  since  no  man  can  believe 

that,  o{  which  he  is  ignorant ;  and  since  every 

man's  belief  will  be  usually  in  proportion  to  his 

aoqnaintance  with  the  subject,  on  which  it  must 

he  exercised.     With  what  diligence,  therefore, 

with  what  fervent  aspirations  of  the  soul  for 

the  illumination  and  teaching   of   the    Holy 

Spirit,  should  all,  who  look  for  the  mercy  of  our 

Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  eternal  life,  search  those 

Scriptares,  which  testify  so  fully  and  amazingly 

of  Him ;  that  thus  they  may  become  wise  unto 

alvation,  through  fisdth  that  is  in  Him !     '^  He 

tkat  cometh  to  God  must  believe  that  He  w, 

ndthat  Heis  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently 

mekHim:'*^  for    the  mere  knowledge  of  his 

heing,  power,  and  holiness,  will  no  more  attract 

1  haak  zzziT.  5.  '  HeK  xL  6. 


ISZ  SGRHOH   VI. 

a  guilty  rebel  to  Him,  without  some  penuanon 
of  his  readiness  to  receive,  to  pardon,  and  to 
bless,  than  they  would  have  drawn  Adam  to 
Him,  when  sin  had  poisoned,  perverted,  and 
destroyed,  all  the  heavenward  affections  of  his 
soul.  Paul  knew  in  whom  he  had  believed ;  and 
tliercfore  was  persuaded,  with  a  joy  unspeak- 
able and  full  of  glory,  that  his  covenant  Gx>cl  in 
Christ  Jesus  was  able  to  keep  that  which  he 
had  committed  unto  Him,  against  that  day. 
No  man,  looking  round,  as  he  dreads  the  coming 
deluge  of  God's  wrath  against  iniquity,  can  aay 
!n  the  transport  of  effectual  faith,  "  Retum 
unto  thy  rest,  O  my  soul,"  until  he  hath  been 
shewn  the  unsearchable  mercies  of  Gxid  in 
Christ,  as  the  ark  of  his  refuge.  Then  heclosea 
in  very  deed,  to  his  present  and  eternal  repose, 
with  the  invitation  of  his  Lord,  "  Come  tuUo 
me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and 
I  will  give  you  rest."'  Every  glorious  attribute 
of  God,  seen  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ,  then 
becomes  a  support,  on  which  faith  ireely  and 
boldly  casts  itself.  But  until  each  and  every 
one  is  so  known,  they  will  appear  like  rocka 
and  quicksands,  ready  to  dash  in  pieces,  and 
engulph  every  hope  of  a  sin-convinced  and 
>Msn.ii.3& 
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heuutricken  man.  Faith,  thus  grounded  in 
kiwfiriedge,  works  by  love,  purifies  die  heart, 
ind  overcomes  the  i^orld. 

Peihaps  it  may  be  inquired,  wherein  con- 
ssts  &e  difierence  between  Faith  and  Hope, 
two  of  that  great  triad  of  principles,  which  are 
«id  to  abide  in  the  church,  (1  Cor.  xiii.  13.) 
u  thej  have  their  being  and  operation  within 
the  heuts  of  the  family  of  heaven  ?  These 
gnees  are  indeed  linked  very  closely  together, 
but  tkeie  is  no  confusion  between  them.  Faith 
sohstantiates  and  realizes,  evidences  and  de- 
BKmstrates,  those  glorious  objects,  which  lie  so 
fu  beyond  the  reach  and  sphere  of  sense.  It 
is  constantly  sent  forth  to  forage  in  the  invi- 
alile  regions  of  the  spiritual  world,  for  the 
maintenance  of  this  life.  It  brings  thence  the 
provisions,  on  which  hope  feeds,  and  whereby 
die  heart  is  renewed  and  strengthened.  Future 
Uessedness  is  equally  an  object  of  fsath  and 
hope :  of  faith,  as  it  is  present  in  the  promises 
of  God,  and  the  believer's  heart ;  of  hope,  as  it 
it  yet  to  come.  Faith  is  the  ground  of  hope. 
Faith  believes,  and  hope  expects.  Faith  closes 
with  the  word  of  God,  wherein  the  Christian's 
blessedness  is  assured ;  and  hope  is  carried  forth 
towards   the    subject  of  the  promise.     Faith 
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instates  the  Christian  in  the  things  promised, 
and  persuades  him  of  their  truth ;  hope  looks 
for  the  manifestation  of  them  in  possession. 
Faith  is  the  hand,  and  hope  the  eye  of  the  soul. 
Faith  awakens  hope,  and  then  hope  comes  forth 
to  repay  the  kindness,  by  supporting  and  cher- 
ishing faith.^  Thus  upheld,  the  early  patri- 
archs, those  men  renowned  in  the  annals  of 
redemption,  **  all  died  in  faith,  not  having  re- 
ceived the  promises ;  but,  having  seen  them  afar 
off^werepersuadedofthem,  andembraced  them  /** 
and  looked  in  hope  to  enjoy  their  substance 
and  reality  in  Christ  and  in  his  salvation. 

(1.)  Faith,  when  called  into  vigorous  exer- 
cise, is  an  adventurous  grace,  encouraging  the 
spiritual  merchantman  to  sell  all  that  he  hath, 
and  buy  the  pearl  of  great  price ;  inciting  the 
spiritual  miner  to  count  all  things  but  loss,  that 
he  may  make  the  hidden  treasure  in  the  gospel 
field  his  own ;  persuading  the  lover  of  true 
riches  to  overlook  or  lightly  regard  all  present 
possessions,  compared  with  that  **  inheritance  in^ 
carruptible,  undejiled,  and  thatfadeth  not  away, 
reserved  in  heaven  far  those  who  are  kept  by  the 
power  of  God,  through  faith  unto  salvation*^ ' 

>  Manton^s  Works,  III.  3.  '  1  Pet  L  4, 5. 


m  )S\TUB.£    AVD     ORIOIN  OF  FAITH.      185 

ItinriSiiig  to  cast  itself  wholly  upon  God,  and 
tolook  to  Him  as  its  all,  as  well  as  its  aum. 
**  Whom  hace  I  in  heaven  but  Thee^  and  there 
'u  wme   upon  the    earth  that  I  desire  besides 

(2.)  Faith  is  a  patient  grace.  It  can  cleave 
to  the  promise,  and  bold  there,  without  letting 
it  go ;  thon^  sometimes,  perhaps,  weary  with  its 
gra^  It  can  leave  the  time  which  God  may 
diocse  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  purposes 
of  love,  to  his  will.  It  can  say  to  the  soul  con- 
cerning the  intentions  and  imdertakings  of  a 
&ithfiil  God,  as  Naomi  said  to  Ruth,  when  her 
etoae  and  happiness  were  at  issue.  **  Sit  stilly 
9Mtil  thou  know  how  the  matter  will  fall;  for 
Ae  man  will  not  be  inrest,  until  he  have  finished 
the  thing  this  day."  <  God  will  always  do  for 
ids  children  exceeding  abimdantly  above  all 
that  they  can  ask  or  think;  even  as  Canaan 
was  the  literal  promise  to  Abram ;  but  endless 
life  and  blessedness,  the  reality  that  lay  be- 
neath the  type.  The  fiither  of  the  faithful  was 
therefore  well  contented  to  allow  Jehovah's 
wisdom  to  regulate  the  whole  procedure;  and 
to  sit  at  his  feet,  or  follow  Him  in  the  'way. 

'  Palm  Izxiii.  2&  '  Ruth  iii.  18. 
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In  due  season  the  Christian  shall  reap,  if  he 
faint  not.  God  is  the  best  judge  of  the  time 
when  his  mercies  shall  be  most  happily  diftri- 
buted;  his  glory  most  effectually  manifested; 
and  the  birth  of  his  people's  blessedness  made 
more  remarkable  and  illustrious.  And  when  a 
spirit  of  grace  and  supplication  is  poured  out 
upon  the  heart  to  plead,  and  faith  hath  its  gra- 
cious exercise  in  prayer,  the  moment  of  deli- 
verance and  of  accomplished  promise  is  near  at 
hand ;  even  as  the  redemption  of  Israel  fol- 
lowed hard  upon  the  cry  and  groaning  of  the 
people,  in  the  land  of  their  bondage. 

(3.)  Faitli  is  the  highest  and  matt  renowned 
of  all  those  graces,  wherewith  the  Chriatian  is 
endowed,  for  likeness  and  conformity  to  his 
Lord.  All  other  virtues,  indeed,  are  the  daugh- 
ters and  descendants  of  faith.  In  the  eternal 
state  of  joy  and  glory  to  body  and  soul,  lore 
will  be  supreme ;  but  &ith  obtains  the  Tictorj 
to  tlie  Church  militant  upon  earth.  Love  takes 
possession  of  the  happiness  that  shall  be  im- 
parted ;  but  faith  gives  the  title  in  Christ  Jesus, 
to  its  enjoyment.  It  influences  every  other 
exhibition  of  the  Saviour's  mind,  whereby  the 
heirs  of  salvation  adorn  his  doctrines  in  all 
things.     All  the  rest  of  the  daughters  have  done 
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wtaMily,  but   this  mxcelleth  them  alL^    We 

appehoid  by  &ith  ;  (if  indeed  we  are  appre- 

kided  of  Christ  Jesus,  in  the  sovereignty  of 

Ham  mexcy,)    that  we  may  enjoy  by  love. 

Love  unites  God  ^th  his  saints  in  their  ulti- 

■ate  feBcity,  but  fSuth  in  the  Redeemer  first 

miteddiem  to  Him,  ss  members  of  his  body,  of 

Ui  flesh,  and  of  his  bones.    In  short,  £uth  hath 

been  ndl  described  by  one  in  other  days,*  as  the 

beitgift  to  man ;  the  soul  of  his  soul ;  the  spring 

aad  iMmtain  of  all  holiness ;  the  great  feature 

of  the  sons  of  God;  the  key  whereby  the  trea- 

iiires,  that  are  laid  up  in  the  fulness  of  the  Sa- 

naoT,  are   opened  to  his  brethren,  the  joint 

kns  of  his  kingdom.     It  is  the  mother   of 

somid  joy  ;  the  watchful  and  tender  nurse  of 

a  good  conscience ;  the  pledge  of  an  eternal 

inheritance ;  the  earnest  of  peace  with  God ; 

the  aesl  of  election ;  the  way  of  ascent  from 

earth  to   heaven;    the  token  of   union  with 

Qixist,  when  directed  to  Him  as  its  object :  and 

the  band  is  as  indissoluble  as  beautiful,  whereby 

the  soul  of  its  happy  possessor  is  bound  to  all 

the  proDuses,  and  to  the  glory  of  which  they 

testify.    Lord,   enable  us  thus  to  appreciate 

'  Frvr.sxn.29.  *  Bdl  on  Faith,  p.  181. 
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this  grace  in  its  preciousness '.  Ix)rd,  increase 
our  faith ! 

(4.)  It  is  a  laboriout,  telf-denyittg  grace. 
"By  faith  Abraham,  token  he  wot  called  to 
go  out  into  a  place,  which  he  thotild  afUr 
receive  for  an  inheritance,  obeyed;  and  he  wait 
out,  not  knowing  whither  he  went"  Wliile  it 
Imth  an  eye  to  see  Emmajiuel,  ns  the  great 
Master  whom  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  are 
bound  to  serve  ;  it  hath  a  liand  to  labour  in  his 
cause,  and  a  will  to  glory  in  that  service,  as  the 
soul's  perfect  freedom.  The  same  grace  which 
delights  to  receive  the  promise,  springs  forth  to 
obej  the  command.  And  there  is  no  truth  in 
the  volume  of  God's  unerring  counsel  man 
sure,  nor  yet  more  solemn  to  a  professing 
Christian — (may  his  Spirit  impress  it  deeply 
upon  our  hearts,)  than  that  which  declares, 
that,  "  at  the  body  tuitkoat  the  tpirit  it  dead, 
to  faith  without  work*  is  dead  alto."  * 

(5.)  Faith,  when  directed  to  the  Son  of  (rod, 
is  peculiarly  a  grace  of  redeemed  man.  It  dis- 
covers the  excellences  of  the  appointed  Sip 
viour,  as  the  Gospel  testifies  of  them  all ;  and 
his  infinite  fitness  to  fulfil  the  amazing  office 
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wkidi  his  unimaginable  love  charged  upon 
ffim.  It  discovers  also  his  especial  relation  to 
the  lost  and  guilty  creatures,  whose  nature  He 
imdertooky  for  their  salvation.  The  angels  see 
Ills  goodness^  and  adore  Him  for  its  exercise, 
with  hallelujahs,  louder  and  more  sweet,  than 
em  be  uttered  by  the  hosts  of  the  ransomed, 
vpon  earth.  They  desire  to  look  into  the  rich 
povisiaa  made  by  Him,  for  bringing  many  sons 
and  daughters  unto  glory ;  but  they  can  never 
behere  in  Christ,  for  salvation,  and  therefore  can 
oerer  taste  the  sweetness  of  fEiith,  as  it  fills  a 
beliefer*s  heart  with  light  and  gladness.  Theun- 
ftnmiig  angels  have  not  £sdlen  imderthe  curse  of 
God ;  and  therefore  cannot  need  an  atonement, 
md  a  substitute  to  bear  his  infinite  wrath  against 
iniquity.  The  angels  who  kept  not  their  first 
estate,  are  reserved  imto  judgment,  and  for  ever 
exdnded  from  all  participation  in  his  love. 
How  dear  then,  in  this  view,  should  be  the  life 
of  fidth,  ccmnecting  as  it  does  tiie  believer  with 
the  Lord  of  life  and  glory,  as  a  brother  and  a 
portion,  and  placing  elect  and  unsinning  angels 
in  their  proper  relation  towards  the  household 
ot  God,  **  as  minutering  spirits  sent  forth  to 
minister  unto  them  who  shall  be  heirs  of  sal- 
vationl  "  * 

'  Heb.  L  14. 
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(6.)  Faith  is  a  grace  of  utupsakabte  comfort 
to  itt  happy  potsessor.  It  leads  him  to  the 
Rock  that  is  higher  than  himself  It  is  a  refuge 
in  every  danger ;  a  solace  in  erery  trial  i  a  hope 
among  all  billowsj  alight  in  all  darkness;  a 
star  in  all  gloom ;  a  constellation  indeed,  wher^ 
by  to  sail  upon  the  dismal  and  stormy  sea  of  life. 
The  joy  of  faith  is  that,  with  which  s  stianger 
cannot  intermeddle;  for  it  cometh  down  from 
above.  It  is  the  product  of  an  atmos^ere, 
into  which  nothing  cntereth  that  defileth.  It 
brings  the  Physician  of  the  Gospel  and  the  balm 
of  Gilead  to  the  bruised  and  broken  heart.  It 
makes  "the  light  affiiclion  wlUch  it  but  for  a 
moment  work  for  the  believer  afarmore  exceed 
ing  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  ,■  tehile  he  looia 
not  at  tlte  thingt  which  are  teen,  bttt  at  the  thintp 
tchick  are  not  seen." '  And  thereibre  did  the 
Lord  who  knew  the  need  of  his  brethren,  and 
was  Himself  the  cxhaustless  storehouse  of  their 
consolations,  direct  them,  in  every  temptation,  to 
exercise  faith  upon  Him.  "  Let  not  your  heart 
be  troubled :  ye  believe  in  God,  believe  alto  w 
me."  ' 

(7.)  Faith  is  a  prudential  grace.     It  wei^u 

'  3  Cor.  jr.  17,  18.  '  John  xir.  1. 
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die  objects  w\ueh  the  god  of  this  world  and  the 
God  q(  heaTen    ofier  to  its  notice,  in  the  ba- 
Incei  of  light  reason, — that  is,  of  reason  enligh- 
tened by  the  trath-giving  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit;  and   de<ddes  accordingly.     It  measures 
them  by  the  cubit  of  the  sanctuary.     It  assays 
die  ore  offiered  as  a  possession,  according  to  the 
Jnfittible  test  of  Scripture  ;  and  casts  away  the 
ircMS,  howerer  glittering,  to  secure  the  gold, 
hofnefer  dark   and  unpromising  it  may  now 
appear.   And  here  £uth  follows  the  pattern,  not 
only  of  Abram,  but  of  Abram's  great  exemplar, 
"who  iat   the  joy  that  was  set  before  Him, 
endured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame.'*    It 
freely  soirenders  all  the  perishing  vanities  of 
tone  and  sense ;  all  the  fuhicm  of  this  world 
which  pasaeth  away ;  all  the  pleasiures  of  sin 
that  axe  but  for  a  season ;  with  whatever  seduc- 
tiooa  the  devil  may  invest  them,  to  follow  God, 
to  have  a  portion  with  his  family,  and  an  instate- 
Bent  in  his  inheritance  of  salvation.     Carnal 
and  sensual  men  will  stigmatize  this  choice  as 
tolly;  but  fidth  is  taught  of  Grod,  and  hath  made 
a  better  estimate.     The  Christian  discovers  a 
aaie  and  defilement,  under  the  gilded  allure- 
ments of  a  world  that  lieth  in  wickedness ;  be- 
cnsehe  surveys  them  through  the  truth-^vii^^ 
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medium  of  tlie  Scriptures,  and  of  God's  i 
in  his  word ;  as  Judas  saw  the  blood  of  his 
master,  and  another  image  than  Caesar's  upon 
the  money  for  which  he  sold  the  Savioor-^with 
this  happy  difference,  however,  that  feaih  sees 
and  knows  the  utter  worthlessness  of  the  bribe, 
and,  tlierefore,  indignantly  rejects  it ;  and  on  die 
other  hand  hath  learned  the  preciousneu  of 
Christ,  who  must  be  betrayed,  unless  the  price 
of  the  treason  against  Him  be  trodden  under 
foot.  Sight  and  sense  think  much  of  this  world, 
and  meanly  of  that  to  come,  with  all  its  untcdd 
and  unimaginable  depths  of  blessedness;  just 
as  one  ignorant  of  astronomy,  would  think  the 
earth  on  which  he  dwells,  the  most  stupendous 
object  in  the  universe ;  and  the  great  lights  of 
heaven  ;  to  be  only  the  twinkling  sparks  which 
they  appear  to  his  eye.  But  he,  who  hatll 
learned  to  measure  the  distances,  revolutions, 
and  bulk  of  the  worlds  around  him  in  the 
vastness  of  space,  is  aware  that  his  own  litde 
planet  is  but  as  a  speck  in  the  system,  and 
estimates  it,  and  the  mighty  centres  of  other 
worlds  accordingly.  Faith  therefore,  the  know- 
ledge of  a  mind  truly  enlarged,  (for  God  hath 
tai^ht  it,)  resists  the  solicitations  of  the  flesh, 
whereby  others  are  led  captive ;  b^olding  sta- 
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bifitj  and  preciousiiess  only  in  those  promises 
'wUck  have  the  oath  of  God  to  make  them 
nie,aDd  the  love  of  God  to  make  them  sweet'  ^ 

Are  these  indeed  the  characteristics  of  £uth  ? 
Did  they  distinguish  Abram  in  his  walk  ?  Are 
diey  the  features  whereby  every  spiritual  des- 
cendant of  this  great  parent  and  pattern  of  the 
Qixistian  church  must  be  distinguished  ?  Is  it 
true  that  without  fedth  it  is  impossible  to  please 
God!  Ihen  if  the  language  of  every  heart 
could  be  heard,  as  God  surely  hears  it,  in 
what  voice  ought  it  to  speak,  and  what  senti> 
OMnti  ought  it  to  convey  to  the  mind  ?  Surely 
die  expression  of  one  voice,  the  outpouring  of 
(He  thought — a  language  of  the  spirit  as  identi- 
cal in  every  individual,  as  the  world's  one  speech 
befioie  it  was  confounded  at  Babel — *'  Lord^  we 
Mieve  ;  help  thou  our  unbelief  I " 

Having  thus  described  some  particulars  in  the 
Nature  of  Faith,  it  remains  very  briefly  to  seek 

11.  Its  origin. 

And  we  are  ignorant  of  the  very  alpha- 
bet of  all  saving  truth,  if  we  cannot  trace 
it  to  its  home  in  heaven,  and  its  birth,  in  the 
power  of  God    upon  man's  heart.     Faith  is 

>  Spantowe  on  the  Promuet.    P.  26. 
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a  virtuous  principle ;  and  therefore,  like  every 
other  good  and  perfect  gift  is  horn  above. 
Unbelief  is  the  natural  element  of  nun,  as  r^ 
spects  all  his  transactions  with  spiritual  things. 
And  while  he  is  obliged  to  live  b;  &it)i  i^on 
his  fellow  worms,  who  are  crushed  before  the 
moth,  whose  counsel  is  folly,  and  their  strengtli 
weakness ;  be  turns  away  from  God,  in  absolato 
distrust  concerning  every  part  of  his  spirittul 
existence,  prospects,  duties,  and  hopes.  "  Witi- 
out  God  in  the  tcorld  "  is  stamped  upon  all  bis 
procedures.  0  the  wretchedness  and  miseiy 
of  the  fall !  The  ruin  into  which  man  was  pre- 
cipitated by  sin  hath  no  deeper  or  darker  gnlph, 
(save  that  which  shall  for  ever  close  over  his  loat 
soul  if  he  come  not  to  Christ)  than  the  unbelief 
that  reigns  within  him,  and  which  in  his  own 
strength,  were  he  even  willing  to  be  delivered, 
he  could  no  more  escape,  than  he  could  throw 
off  the  world's  weight,  if  he  were  buried  beneaUi 
it.  Man,  in  the  very  act  of  leaving  Qod,  by  the 
firsttransgression,  turned  his  gaze  wholly  towards 
sensible  objects,  and  hath  no  desire  to  credit 
divine  revelation.  Pride  is  his  besetting  sin; 
and  as  faith  can  be  only  grounded  in  humili^, 
an  unconverted  man  cannot  live  in  belief  on 
God.    "  The  carnal  mind  ii  enmtjf  mfainit 
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Inl^  Comipt    and    darkened  reason  is  the 
idveMTT  oC  {ait]b  z     and   even  as  a  fallen  man 

m 

xtsvpUs  own  mill  against  the  law^  so  doth  he 
&ect  his  own  imaginary  wisdom  against  the 
miom  o£the  ^oat  Higb.  Sensuality  and  the 
kve  of  flin,  ao  entirely  occupy  the  avenues  to 
■my  hearts,  that  faith  may  not  find  entrance ; 
tnd  the  God  of  this  world  blinds  the  eyes  of 
&em  that  believe  not.  He  must  be  resisted  by 
the  Qiristiansoldiery  steadfut  in  the  £uth :  and 
therelKe  unbelief  is,  so  to  speak,  his  victory. 
Aid  the  advantage  gained  by  him  through 
onbelief,  is  great  and  deadly. 

Whence  then  hath  the  life  of  £sdth  its  rise 
aad  origin  ?  What  is  the  fountain  of  its  being 
isd  flow  within  the  heart  of  man  ?  It  is  exdu- 
flvely  the  gift  of  God,  in  his  Trinity  of  persons. 
It  is  a  bestowment  of  the  Father,  when  it  fixes 
&e  soul  on  Christ ;  **  for  no  man  can  come  to 
Him  as  a  Saviour,  except  the  Father  draw  him.** 
h  IS  a  communication  of  the  S<m  ;  because  He 
is  emphatically  the  Author  and  Finisher  of  our 
fittth.  It  is  a  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  because 
He  takes  of  the  things  of  Christ  and  shews  them 
to  the  heiri  of  the  kingdom,  and  fieistens  them 

*  ReiB.?m.7. 
H 
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upon  the  heart.  Wherefore  He  is  called  the 
Spirit  of  faith,  because  this  blessed  grace  is  of 
his  free  gift  and  operation. 

They  who  receive  the  Lamb  of  QoA — (ilMi 
without  such  reception  of  BLim  by  faith  theft  il 
|io  salvation)  have  power  given  to  them  by  lEBlt^ 
to  become  the  sons  of  God.  But  they  sfi 
brought  and  bom  into  this  infinitely  precicMB 
relation,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  lie 
fleshy  nor  of  the  will  of  many  but  of  Ood.^  A 
transcendent  power  was  put  forth  in  namog 
Jesus  from  the  grave,  when  the  sins  of  the  wticUi 
with  all  their  tremendous  weight,  lay  upon  HiMI 
to  crush  Him  down.  That  same  power  ^MA 
raised  Him,  and  was  therefore  the  mete  «m1 
absolute  act  of  Omnipotencei  enlighten!  tkl 
will,  subdues  the  rebellious  mind,  and  ii|  bj 
faith,  the  resurrection  of  the  soul  firom  its  6mik 
in  trespasses  and  sins.  "  Unto  youjirgt^  aaith 
the  Apostle,  addressing  the  chiurch  at  I^li]ipf^ 
*'  it  is  given  in  the  behalf  of  Chritif  noi  milg  tB 
believe  on  Him^  but  also  to  suffer  for  hie  wakoiT^ 
**  By  grace  ye  are  saved  through  faith,  smd  4hM 
not  of  yourselves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God*** '  Attl 
this  Apostolic  position   is  as    entirely    tme^ 

'  John  i.  13.  '  Phil  i.  29.  *Ephei.u.8. 
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tflDKoan^  the  faith  of  God's  word,  which  over- 
nkd^oiiik  tobiuld  the  ark,  or  Abram  to  leave 
Uicoontry,  as  conceTning  that  faith  in  the 
Livdicsoa  Christ,  -whereby  He  becomes  to  its 
bppj  fOBsessoT  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteous- 
lOL  If  the  hand  or  eye  of  man  be  wanting 
fivnUshiith,  only  Almightiness  can  supply 
them.  By  what  other  power  then,  shall  that 
hand  of  fidth  be  created,  which  reacheth  to 
hesfeii,  and  lays  hold  of  all  its  fulness  in  the 
tneoflifet  By  what  other  power  shall  that 
ifmtiaieyebe  formed,  and  opened  in  the  soul, 
wUek  beholds  those  things  within  the  vail,  and 
itgnds  them  ss  a  believer's  rightful  and  un« 
iHf  able  portion,  in  the  testament  of  Grod's 
free,  etenial,  and  imchangeable  mercy  by  Jesus 
Christ! 

But  although  fEUth  be  thus  a  gifit,  resulting 
fioaa  the  pure  unmerited  benevolence  of  Grod, 
jet  most  it  be  sought  in  the  use  of  means. 
llmisge  was  never  regarded  as  superfluous  for 
ihe  psopagstion  of  mankind,  because  the  soul 
of  the  child  is  not  generated  by  its  parents,  but 
created  and  infused  by  Grod ;  even  so,  the  &ct, 
that  fiiith  is  given  to  man  by  spiritual  infusion, 
ihoald  rather  quicken  than  abate  his  desire  to 
obtain  it.     Now  fiEdth  comes  instrumentally  by 

H  2 
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hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  of 
'  But  this  word,'  the  imbeliever  will  si 
spiritually  discerned ;  and  the  natural  m 
ceivetli  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  Goi 
then  can  I  obtain  faith  by  hearing  or  i 
the  word  of  God;  when  faith  is  piesu^ 
in  anyprofitablc  acqudntance  withit  ?'  j 
of  God  in  the  sovereignty  of  his  grace, 
key  to  unlock  this  difficulty.  It  is  th 
means  of  putting  to  shame,  this  poor  ob, 
of  infidelity.  The  action  of  the  Holy  < 
creating  faith  in  us,  goes  before  the  ezei 
faith.  But  the  beginning  of  faith  is  tl 
ceiving  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  if  the  n 
God  is  become  dear  to  any  of  you — its  sp 
meaning  more  plain  than  heretofore, — a 
of  whom  it  testifies,  more  precious  thi 
merly  to  your  hearts — then  have  you  a 
a  spiritual  discernment ;  and  your  iaith  ^ 
increased  in  the  study  of  the  scriptures  oj 
Head  the  holy  volume.  Fray,  as  Go 
enable  you,  for  light  to  understand,  ant 
to  receive,  and  love  to  embrace  it.  And 
as  Jesus  bade  the  man  with  the  witherec 
stretch  it  forth,  and  the  natural  imposa 
was  removed,  while  he  made  the  effort ;  st 
you,  once  infidels  concerning  all  the  infi 
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ifiaclosures  of  the  Mrrittenand  revealed 
ffife,  understand  it,  and  enjoy  it  in  its 
Ipba  and  Omega,  the  Beginning  and  the 
le  First  and  tlie   Last  of  Christian  fSuth 
e.    Be   diligent  in    the  use    of  all  the 
of  grace:   and    trust,   as  you  pray,  that 
ice  of  means,  in  faith  unto  salvation,  shall 
futed  riclily    to  you.     The  scales  of  in- 
iitf  will    fall    away;  the   eye  of  simple 
'mbded  faith  ^^ill  he  opened;    and  while 
look  upon    the    wonders  of  redemption, 
i  in  their  length,  and  breadth,  and  depth, 
eight,  will  he  new  and  delightful  to  you 
or,  you  will  each  cry  with  him  whom  the 
nr    healed,    "  One  thing  I  know^    that 
iOf  I  w€LM  blind,  now  I  see.'' 


SERMON  VII. 


THE   OBJECTS    AND   WARRANT   OF   FAITB. 

HEBREWS  XI.  & 


HSRITIKCK,  OBtVED  t    IND    Ul    WBHT    OVt,    NOT    EKOWIM 


In  those  complicated  machines  which  eshilnt 
the  triumphs  of  scientific  inventioii  and  aiiange* 
ment,  there  are  often  movements,  contrarj  to 
the  general  direction  in  which  the  force  ia  to  ba 
applied.  An  unpractised  eye  therefore,  migfat 
easily  imagine  them  rather  calculated  to  di- 
minish or  disturb,  than  to  incTeaie  the  wiicile 
effect.  But  the  mechanist  himself  knows  fall 
well  that  they  form  absolutely  essential  parts 
of  his  system ;  and  that  his  work  would  be  in- 
efficient, incomplete,  or  even  useless  widioat 
them.    The  whole  is  constructed  on  one  stm^ 
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pnBclple:  and    these     seeming  paradoxes   are 
among  the  most  'beautiful,  although  to  many, 
the  least  intelligible  portion  of  that  harmonious 
adaptation  of  means  to  an  end,  which  the  in* 
lotor's  forethought  had  embraced,  in  all  their 
beanty  and  variety.    When  Essekiel  saw  by  the 
lirer  Chebar,  that  vision,  which  shadowed  forth 
the  couise  of  providential  government,   there 
were  wheels  crossing  each  other,  in  a  manner 
that  mig^t  appear  to  contradict  the  simplicity 
of  a  straight-forward  directicm.     But  the  circles 
tkns  dossed  gave  the  spherical  form,  which  en- 
abled them  to  move  in  any  direction,  and  that 
with  entire   imiformity.      Whithersoever   the 
Spirit  went,  they  went;  and  they  turned  not 
whan  they  went.  That  Spirit  was  at  once  their 
impulse  and  guide ;  and  they  accomplished  the 
tfaing  whereto  God  had  sent  them,  however 
Bttle  the  prophet,  at  first  iminstructed,  might 
hsTe  expected  a  result  so  simple  and  effectual.^ 
Now  such  is  the  life  of  faith.     It  is  often  in 
apparent  ccmtradiction  to  the  suggestions  of 
■gfat  and  sense.     But  **  the  wisdom  of  this  world 
is  fooUakneu  with    OodJ"^    And  while  mere 
worldly  philosophy  looks  upon  a  believer's  con- 


»  1  Cor.  Ui.  19* 
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versation  with  wonder,  or  tumB  away  £rom  die 
contemplation  of  what  it  deems  to  be  utter 
folly,  with  great  contempt,  because  it  cannot 
discern  and  understand  the  secret  springs  and 
movements,  which  God  in  Christ  supplies,  when 
by  the  Holy  Ghost  he  fills  the  heart  with  fiudi 
and  lore,  the  great  King  of  his  saints  is  direct- 
ing and  overruling  eveiy  seemingly  discordant 
motion,  to  his  own  glory,  and  the  good  of  his 
church.  A  perfect  regularity  is  there;  and 
every  change  is  the  consequence  of  laws,  de- 
signed, not  by  human  skill,  much  less  by  bHnd 
chance  and  accident,  but  by  the  ujierring  wii- 
dom  of  Jehovah  Himself. 

I  have  already  occupied  one  discouiae  widi 
some  remarks  upon  the  Nature  and  Origin  vj 
Faith,  as  a  general  principle  of  obedience.  I 
shall  now  pursue  the  subject  by  examining, 

III.  The  Objects  op  Faith.  Initsmon 
enlarged  acceptation,  it  is  conversant  with  all 
truth  revealed  by  God  in  his  word,  and  there- 
fore by  Him,  and  by  his  supreme  audKwity 
made  binding  upon  every  man,  into  whoae 
hands  the  Bible  falls.  That  faith,  whereby  the 
soul  is  jusUfied,  being  invested  with  the  rig^ 
teousness  of  God  in  his  incarnate  Son,  em- 
braces and  rests  on  Christ's   obedience  unto 
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inli^xlbiit 'believing  men  may  find  life  in  Him. 
Itdeifes  to  \iis  person  and  work;  cleaves  to 
Gols  mercies  exliibited  in  his  sacrifice,  with 
ki  imceagng  outpouring  of  the  life  of  mercy,  to 
eiay  one  who  comes  thirsting  to  its  waters, 
md  tuniing  away  from  every  other  confidence, 
to  Him  as  "  made  of  God^  ivisdam,  and  righ- 
teoiwiett,  and  sanctificationj  and  redemption,  ^ 

As  fuih  then  justifies,  He  is  the  full  and 
glorious  object  of  Christian  belief.  But  the 
tmtb,  mercy,  fidelity,  and  power  of  God,  with 
•0  the  benefits  of  his  firee  goodness,  past  and  to 
cone,  which  it  hath  pleased  Him,  or  shall 
please  Him,  to  bestow  upon  his  disciples,  are 
the  important  and  heart-stirring  objects,  wherein 
diat  faith,  which  is  his  work  upon  the  soul,  is 
exercised.  It  embraces  the  commandments, 
beUeves  the  threatenings,  rejoices  in  the  ex- 
ceeding great  and  precious  promises  of  the  ever- 
hsting  gospel,  made  concerning  the  life  that 
BOfw  is,  and  that  which  is  to  come.  It  does  not 
BMsgle  and  divide  obedience,  rejecting  that 
pert  of  divine  reqtiirement  which  may  exact 
the  bearing  of  a  cross,  heavy  ajid  distasteful  to 
the  enl  heart  of  unbeUef,  and  embracing  others, 

^  1  Cor.  L  90. 
H  5 
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among  which  flesh  and  blood  would  deliglit  to 
dwell.  The  true  obedience  of  a  living  fitiUi  it 
universal. 

God  in  his  attributes,  and  mcse  especially  in 
his  Truth,  is  essentially  the  first  object  of  &idu 
His  goodneti  is  the  immediate  object  of  lom. 
His  power  is  the  centre  of  hope :  but  hia  abic^ 
lute  and  unchangeable  truth  attracts  the  eye* 
and  forms  the  blessed  resting  place  of  fititfi. 
"  God  is  not  a  man  that  Ha  thould  Us,  nor  tiu 
Son  of  man  that  He  thould  repent  ,•  hatk  St 
said,  and  ghall  He  not  doit;  or  Aa<A  U»  spoktitf 
and  ihall  He  not  make  it  good  t"'-  "  He  that 
hath  received  hit  testimony,  hath  tet  to  hit  wtrf 
that  God  it  true."*  Faith  therefore  retti  on 
Him,  as  the  Father  who  made  and  upholds  dw 
universe,  and  all  its  parts  and  interests.  It  looks 
to  Him,  as  loving  the  Church  in  Christ,  befim 
the  foundatioD  of  the  worid ;  as  that  coveniat 
God,  who  will  never  leave  nor  forsake  his  ser- 
vants, but  supply  all  their  need,  according  to 
his  riches  in  glory  by  Christ  Jesus;  as  die 
Fatherof  all  believers  in  Himself  and  hia  Son, 
making  them  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
Lord  Almigh^,  as  a  God  pardoning  un,  and 
justifying  the  ungodly. 

■  Numb.  ixiiL  19.  *  John  iii.  33. 


TB&OUECTS    AMD     mrikKRANT   OF   FAITH.    155 

\lk&  tamed  to^piraxds  the  Lamb  of  Ood|  which 
tMnr&y  the  nns  of  the  i^orld.  Faith  beholds 
Si  a  that  "  great  tnystery  ofgodUneu^  God 
waiftdui  the  fleshy  tDhom  the  Father  hath  set 
^  to  be  a  propitiiUiaH   through  faith  in  hit 
UwL"^    Christ  therefore,  in  his  person,  and 
AtHUs  ol&ces  ;  h\it  especially  Christ  crucified, 
k&esiik  and  centre  of  saving  faith.     All  the 
cAmt  fiita  of  revelation  conduct  faith,  as  by 
Ae  Innd,  to  this  full,  pure,  open  laver  for  sin 
adformicLeaiiness;   to  this  throne,  whereon 
&i^  when  it  hath  reached  it,  sits  and  glories 
is  Qmst,  the  wisdom  of  God,  and  the  power  of 
God,  unto  the  sahration  of  all  them  that  believe. 
The  Lamb  slain   frcun  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  was  the  object  of  the  first  promise ;  the 
itJitj  and  acceptableness  of  every  sacrifice; 
the  substance  o£  every  type;  and  the  ample  fill* 
fibnent  of  the  whole  law.     As  fidth  is  exer- 
cised unto  knowledge  in  the  understanding  of 
God,  it  comes  to  Immanuel  as  its  Pn^het  to  be 
tao^t.     As  it  is  exercised  unto  sancdfication, 
to  cast  down  the  principalities  and  powers  of 
m,  it  Hoards  Him  as  a  King;  but  as  it  looks 
tat  justification,  it  magnifies  Him,  and  flies  to 


1  lTim.uL16.    Raa.m.25. 
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the  unsearchable,  precious  atonement  of  Hu 
effectual  Priesthood.  It  beholds,  and  embracet 
Him  especially  in  this  blessed  office,  advento- 
rit^  all  the  mighty  and  everlasting  interests  of 
the  soul  upon  him,  saying  with  Esther,  "  If  I 
perish,  I  perish."  It  flees  to  him,  as  Adouijali 
and  Joab  to  the  horns  of  the  altar.  There  it 
knows  the  sure  refuge,  and  feeb  that  none  shall 
pluck  the  believing  fugitive  firom  that  invitdaUe 
nanctuary. 

And  that  Holy  Spirit,  vrho  with  the  Father 
and  the  Son  is  essential  God,  in  the  unitf  of 
divine  Essence,  is  a  glorious  object  of  Chmtiaii 
belief.  The  Father  will  keep  the  children  of 
his  household,  and  the  heirs  of  hia  glory,  by  hia 
power,  through  faith  unto  salvation.  The  Sod 
of  Gpd,  the  word  made  flesh,  hath  most  trium- 
phantly accomplished  that  salvation,  by  his  me- 
diatorial undertaking.  But  who  shall  cantr 
mence,  who  shall  carry  forward,  who  shall 
complete  the  work  of  infinite  grace,  until  it  have 
its  consummation  in  unimaginable  glory  ?  Surely 
none  other  than  the  Holy  Ghost,  unto  whom 
the  whole  myateiious  process  must  be  com- 
mitted ;  and  through  whose  covenant  engage- 
ment, brought  triumphantly  forward  to  its  ful- 
filment, by  the  hand  of  Almightmess,  He  who 
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hath  begun  a  good  work  in  the  heirs  of  salvation, 
wiQpcifiann  it,  until  the  day  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Here  then  are  objects,  on  which  faith  may  be 
worthily  employed ;  here  a  length,  and  breadth, 
ind  depth,  and  height  of  revealed  mercy,  with 
which  it  may  be  fittingly  conversant,  until  it 
ifaall  be  swallowed  up  in  the  everlasting  vision 
oC  the  glorified.  Here  is  the  supply  of  every 
wmt;  the  inconceivably  full  and  perfect  ac- 
cofmplidnnent  of  every  gracious  desire ;  the 
balm  of  infinite  efficacy  for  every  malady  of 
that  lost  body  of  man,  his  body  of  sin  and 
death,  whereby  the  whole  head  is  sick,  and  the 
whole  heart  fEunt ;  and  here  are  the  fountains 
of  thoM  depths  of  blessedness  which  are  as 
pure  as  they  are  profound* 

God  himself  calls  us  to  the  exercise  of  this 
grace.    .He  opens  all  his  heart  of  love  to  sin- 
aen,  intreats  them  to  flee  firom  his  tremendous 
lentence  in  the  law  that  condemns  them,  and 
that  must  crush  every  hope  in  the  dust,  while 
they  lie  beneath  its  penalty.    He  implores  them 
to  betake  themselves  to  the  appointed  salva- 
tion, that  they  may  be  "  washed,  justified,  and 
toMcUfied,  in  the  name  of  the  Lard  Jesus,  and 
hff  the   Spirit   of  our  God.''  *     And  vnll  you 

*  1  Cor.  Tu  11. 
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indeed  remain  without  ?  Will  not  the  ztnt 
vail,  and  the  view  into  the  holy  of  hoUei,  tht 
riches  of  God's  love  in  his  Son,  induce  yoo  to 
arise,  and  go  to  Him  by  fEuth?  '*  WhemJaeeb 
saw  that  there  woe  com  in  Egypt,  Jacob  eaii 
unto  his  sons.  Why  do  ye  look  one  upon  anoAmrt 
Behold  I  have  heard  that  there  is  com  in  Egffi  s 
get  you  down  thither^  and  buy  for  mm  fitm 
thence y  that  we  may  live  and  not  die.^  ^  EiVOi 
so,  do  we  tell  you,  that  that  there  is  an  ample 
and  everlasting  salvation  in  the  land  of  God, 
whither  every  soul  that  would  not  die  etemallyy 
must  travel ;  where  the  Almighty  administntor 
waits  in  sovereign  love  to  dispense  it ;  and  when 
the  hearing  and  the  heart  of  fisdth  have  been 
blessed,  times  without  numberi  in  the  proekm^ 
tion  of  mercy :  **  Ho^  every  one  that  thiniethf 
come  ye  to  the  waters;  and  he  that  katk  «o 
money;  come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea,  come  bug  mne 
and  milk,  without  money  and  without  price  c 
whosoever  will,  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life 
freely:' « 

I  am  very  £eu:  from  asserting  that  Abfam 
possessed,  at  this  period  of  his  histoiy,  the  faith 
which  embraced  the  whole  substance  of  salvm* 

'  Gen.  xUL  1, 2.  Mf.lT.1,2. 
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Xm\[l  leius  CVixist,  or  that  such  full  and  clear 
bdief  m  the  iiupreiiiely  operatiiig  principle  in 
Ushnityiilieik  lie  forsook  all  the  fellowship  in 
wUeh  he  had  deUghted*     The  immediate  object 
of  the  patriarch's  fiaithy  was  the  possession  of 
CiiiaaiL    But  his    eye   rested  on  something, 
wheieoE  CRi^aj^T^    was   only  the    type.    **  He 
lookiifoT  a  city  which  hath  faundatians^  whote 
kmUer  nd  maker  is  Godr    The  basis  of  his 
&itk  was  the  rerelation  and  promise  of  God, 
cither  expressed  or  implied ;  and  to  this  gene- 
nl  fiitk  was  added,  as  we  are  well  assured,  that 
whereby  he  was  held  righteous  before  God,  as 
the  secrets   of   salvation   in  Immanuel  were 
opened  to  his  mind.     It  must  be  here  observed, 
that  as  no  man  hath  seen  God  at  any  time,  and 
as  die  person  who  appeared  to  the  patriarchs 
WMJer  the  name  of  Jel^ovah,  was  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christy  so  the   object  of  Abram's  confidence 
was  the  Lord  EUmself.    The  character  and  ob- 
jects of  £uth,  have  been  the  same  under  every 
fapensation  of  the  church.     Its  character  has 
been  man*s  credit  given  to  the  divine  testimony : 
its  obfcct  has  been  Christ    as  the  way,  and 
elcmai  bliss  as  the  end. 

IV.  Hence  therefore  we  pass  to  consider 
The  Waksant  of  Faith.    It  is  the  word  of 
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God,  as  the  oracle  of  his  truth,  the  depositoij 
of  his  mind,  and  the  glass,  wherein  to  see  thoie 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promises,  of  which 
Christ  is  alike  the  sum  and  the  security ;  and  upon 
which  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  light  of  his  wozdf 
and  the  light  of  his  church,  pours  that  radiance 
which  enables  an  open  heart  to  receive  and 
understand  it.  "  If  we  receive  the  wiineu  qf 
metif  tlie  witness  of  God  is  grea^er^^  ^  We  do 
receive  such  earthly  witness  continually,  in  the 
things  of  present  concernment.  Would  Gkid 
we  confined  it  there ;  and  did  not  allow  its  de« 
luding  and  \jai%  testimony,  in  the  things  of  laL- 
vation,  to  outweigh  the  truth  of  God ;  in  the 
revelation  of  his  mind.  And  therefore,  ina»- 
much  as  his  faithfulness  exceeds  that  of  men ; 
his  power,  that  of  the  worms  of  the  dust ;  hia 
wisdom,  the  blindness  of  human  foUy  ;  his 
light,  the  mists  of  human  darkness ;  his  in&l- 
libility,  the  suggestions  of  human  error ;— by 
just  so  much,  (that  is,  infinitely)  should  our  fiiith 
find  the  warrant  for  its  exercise,  in  the  word  of 
God,  rather  than  in  the  opinions  of  men. 
^^  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away  ;  but  thai 
word  shall  not  pass  away.***  The  moving  power, 

'  1  John  y.  9.  '  llaik  ziii,  31. 
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ikm^  A)iram  ^^^as    compelled  to  leave  his 
kBe,WBs  confidence.      God  smnmoned  him  to 
das  mil  ^lazardons    and   important  journey ; 
nd be  readily  obeyed  the  summons.     Why? 
IWe  is  no  other  imaginable  reason — ^none  at 
lent  that  will  bear  examination,  except  his  en- 
tire eonfidence  in  the   character  and  directions 
of  God.     His    heart  was  divinely  impressed 
nith  the  persiiaaion  of  safety  and  happiness^  in 
tnbodtting  implicitly  to  the  guidance  of  Him 
idio  gare  die  command.     He  deemed   it  best 
bt  lomself,  and  best  for  his  family,  to  conunit 
loDfldf  and  all  his  concerns  to  a  Being  so  gra- 
ckmsy  as  £dth  attested  God  to  be.     Moreover, 
the  divine  character  being  to  his  eye  so  beau- 
tifiil,  so  glorious,  so  lovely,  the  confidence  de- 
■tnded  from   him  became  the  spring  of  his 
delight  and  happiness.' 

Now  the  high  and  glorious  attributes  of 
mercy,  wisdom,  power,  love,  and  truth,  residing 
11  Grody  and  upon  which,  rest  the  assured  ex- 
ecution of  that  salvation  which  hath  been 
wrought  out  for  lost  and  giiilty  men,  in  Christ 
Jesus,  can  only  be  known  to  us  from  God's 
dedazation  of  them  in  his  word.     He  set  his 


>  Dwighfft  Theologj,  II.  602. 
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bow  in  the  cloud ;  not  only  to  look  upon  it 
Himself^  and  to  remember  the  ererhistiiv 
covenant  made  between  Him  and  all  flesh ;  bat 
that  Noah  also  and  his  descendants,  might  see 
the  same  sign  of  unchanging  mercy ;  believa  i^ 
and  rest  upon  that  peace^ving  faith.  Evu 
so  does  He  put  forth  his  word,  the  messsgv 
and  assurance  of  his  love ;  not  merely,  that  He 
may  regard  in  it  the  written  covenant  of  sahih 
tion,  and  remember  all  his  promises ;  but  that 
men  also,  may  look  into  the  same  gkrioias 
record,  and  have  life,  and  peace,  and  joy,  and 
hope  that  maketh  not  ashamed,  in  its  pages, 
filled  as  they  are  with  love,  and  by  diviiie 
fidelity  assured  of  their  accomplishment. 

Faith  pleads  this  record,  and  lives  upon  its 
certainty  and  sweetness.  **  Memember  the  tsoni 
unto  thy  servant,  upon  which  thou  hatt  earned 
me  tohope.^^  We  can  see  Gtxl  savingly  no 
where  else:  and  when  that  word  hath  frand 
entrance  into  the  mind,  as  the  Holy  Ohost  on* 
locks  it,  the  desires  of  its  awakened  aflfectioDs 
come  forth  to  plead  the  fulfilment  of  all  the 
promises.  **  So  do  as  thou  hast  said.**  Faith 
realizes,  fsdth  appropriates  the  terrors  of  the 

*  Psalm  cxix.  49. 
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kw^adaiihy  *  1  am  Ke  whom  they  threaten, 
nJlpenshfoT  ever,  if  they  fall   upon  me/ 
fthhinthe  day  of  the  soul's  glad  espousals  to 
Qnit,  is  He  ia  rerealed  within  the  heart,  and 
tdkn  poneasion  of  it  as  his  own,  embraces  par- 
don, liJk,  holiness  in  Him,  by  the  Scripture, 
adaiming,  ^*  TJnto  me  is  the  word  of  this  sal* 
ntioa  tent***       And,     thus    embracing,    thus 
yrmg,  fedth  prepares  to  follow  God  through 
d^way  of  his  commandments ;  and  in  the 
ptlk  of  a  holy  self-denial,  wherein  the  disciples 
of  the  Lord  are  commanded  to  walk. 

And  sorely  this  glorious  word  hath  a  message 
onto  all — a  summons  full  of  love  to  every  man ; 
tibat  he  may  receive  it  by  faith.     It  saith  unto 
thewicked^  •*  Thou  shalt  lurehf  die:''  But  it 
adds,  ^  As  I  live^  $aith  the  Lord,  I  ftave  no 
fleanare  in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth;  where* 
fere  tmm  jfoureehes  and  Uve  ye  J*  ^    To  the  self- 
nghteoos  idolater  of  his  own  merit,  it  saith, 
**  Bf  ike  deeds  of  the  law  ehall  no  ftesh  he  jus* 
^ifed:"^  but  it  beckons    and    points    him    to 
"  Chriet  Jesui,  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteotu- 
sen  to  every  one  that  believeth.***    To  the  sin- 
convinced  and  broken  heart,  it  testifies,   that 

'  Eiek.iu.18;  zriU.  92.  '  Rom.  iii.  20  ;  x.  4. 
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"  the  blood  of  Jemt  Chriti  cletaueth  from  oU 
rim"  '  and  invites  the  weary  to  Him  for  resb 
To  those  who  are  struggling  in  a  fierce  con- 
flict with  the  power  of  Satan,  allied  to  their  om 
inward  sin — the  word  comes  forth  in  the  beaa^ 
of  its  promise,  that  God  will  suhdue  all  ^uat 
iniquities,  as  well  as  cast  their  una  into  tlw 
depths  of  the  sea.  "  I  will  taka  away  the  ^tOHjf 
heart  out  of  their  flesit,  and  give  them  a  heart 
offleeh.  From  all  your  Jilthinea  and  from  ail 
your  idoh  will  I  cleanse  yav."  *  Are  an;  smiU 
ten  down  into  the  dust  of  abasement,  hy  die 
sense  of  utter  helplessness,  in  self,  and  in  the 
powers  of  natural  man  ?  The  word  declares  to 
such  a  trembling  mourner,  "  My  grae«  u 
sufficient  for  thee ;  my  ttrength  u  made  p«tfeet 
in  weakness."^  Is  any  lamenting  over  a 
spiritual  barrenness  of  heart,  which  seenu  to 
allow  the  production  only  of  thorns  and  briaiB( 
fit  but  to  be  burned,  instead  of  bearing  fiuit  to 
God  ?  The  word  assures  him,  that  the  Eternal 
Spirit  "  will  pour  iloods  upon  the  dry  grotmdi 
and  make  it  bring  forth  &uit  unto  holiness,  and 
the  end  everlasting  life."  Is  any  one  tempted  to 
fear  for  present  supply  ?    The  assurance  is  given 

'IJolmi.  7.  •Eiek.zizri.2S.  '2Ctw.^.». 
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mik  irotA,  and  Clirist  is   the  speaker,  **  Seek 

^fsii\it  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness ^ 

tti^oU  other  things  shall  he  added  unto  you.'' ^ 

Approach  then,  and  plead  these  pledges  of  eter- 

ttltxudi,made  to  you  in  that  unchanging  word, 

u  the  case  of  each,  and   every  one  of  you  may 

wed.    Come   in    your  necessity :    expect  the 

npply;  and  *'  according  to  your  faith,  so  shall 

it  be  done  unto  you."     You  have  the  promise 

ind  tlte  oath  of  God,  and  if  they  are  not  as  the 

jnllanof  the  throne,  whereon  He  sits  and  reigns, 

to  be  the  sure  resting  places  of  faith,  then  can 

we  omceiye  a  God  without  moral  perfections — 

tn  utter,  and  an  everlasting  impossihihty. 

Bat,  I  would  most  affectionately  address 
those  who  study  the  word  of  God  by  their  rea- 
ion,  rather  than  by  their  faith,  when  they  look 
into  it  at  all — and  think  natural,  without 
spiritual  apprehension,  abundantly  sufficient  to 
muierstand  it.  I  would  beseech  them,  not  im- 
leasonably  to  demand  more  evidence,  as  they 
fflgy  choose  to  call  it,  of  the  truth  of  Scripture 
than  God  hath  seen  fit  to  give.  He  has  vouch- 
nfed  enough :  and  if  a  mystery  or  a  difficulty 
ibonld  make  a  reader  of  Scripture  fly  off  into 

>  Matt.  yi.  33. 
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doubt  or  infidelity  of  that  word,  which  to  i 
spiritual  eye  is  plainly  stamped  with  the  broad 
seal  of  God's  veracity,  the  Most  High  may 
justly  allow  that  self-deluded  one  to  beli0?8 
a  lie,  and  to  be  eternally  ruined  in  hki 
delusion. 

Thomas  may  say  in  his  guilty  increduUty, 
"  Except  I  shall  see  in  his  hands  the  print  of 
the  nails,  and  put  my  finger  into  the  print  of 
the  nails,  and  thrust  my  hand  into  his  sidoi  I 
will  not  believe.**  But  where  is  the  warranti 
that  mercy  will  condescend  to  this  unreasonable 
infidelity?  Where  is  the  warrant,  that  every 
demand  which  unbelief,  in  its  insatiable  lust  cf 
proof,  may  see  fit  to  urge,  shall  be  met  and 
granted  by  a  Saviour  so  insulted,  who  at  the 
same  time  unerringly  knows  the  measure  of 
that  evidence  which  most  worthily  befits  Him 
to  give,  and  should  be  held  sufiicient  by  Us 
creature  to  receive.  **  Reach  hither  thy  fiiigier« 
and  behold  my  hands;  and  reach  hither  thy 
hand,  and  thrust  it  into  my  side,  and  be  not 
faithless,  but  believing.'*  If  the  Bible  hath 
been  shown  to  be  the  word  of  God,  then  there 
is  no  appeal  from  its  statements.  They  eadi 
and  all  demand  to  be  received  upon  peril  of  our 
souls.    Nor  must  we  dispute  a  single  truth. 
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^^\>n^t  record,  of  holiness  and  mercy 

QBriHDi,  \KC«Qse  ^7e  mcty  xiot;  discover  a  mass 

ditiActoTy  explaxiCLtion,  to   fill  the  ever-cra- 

m|pif^  of  mcrednlit^y*       Our  unwillingness 

toaefilGrod,  loves    tx>    conceal  its  practical 

idnsm^iieath.  the   Aixnsy  veil  of  desire  aft^ 

■Ahttorj  proof.      **  1/    it   be  marveUom  in 

fm  ejes,  thauld  it  he  also  marvellous  in  mine 

ffi^mtkike  Lord  of  Hosts  ? " *   Those  myste- 

naitidi  ex^dte  the  ipvonder  and  scorn  of  the 

ntioDiI  sceptic,  are  none  to  Him  who  is  light, 

SiJmwliom  is  no  darkness  at  all. 

Ik  Holy  Ghost  might  indeed  accumulate 
it  jm&  oC  liis  word,  beyond  the  possibility 
even  of  an  unbelieving  thought.  But  then 
wkre  were  the  moral  agency  of  man  ?  God 
aikes  all  his  glory  of  redemption  to  pass  before 
weyes  in  the  book  of  life.  If  we  will  not 
Wieve  upon  the  evidence  which  He  has  been 
ikiied  to  afibrd.  He  will  leave  us  in  the  dark- 
IM  of  our  infidelity,  and  we  must  perish  in 
Q«r  fins.  Abram's  evidence  of  the  divine  char- 
i^er  and  caU,  was  such  as  the  subtle  refine*- 
nents'of  modem  scepticinn  would  laugh  to 
■ooni.    Yet  he  believed  God ;  he  was  blessed 

^  Zedi.TiH.C. 
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in  his  faith ;  and  is  now  in  an  elevatioii  of  hap- 
piness, as  much  beyond  all  the  good  that  earth 
can  give,  as  the  counsels  of  his  heavenly  gtude 
and  portion,  the  guide  and  portion  of  all  who 
are  made  partakers  of  like  precious  £utfa,  an 
beyond  tlie  reach  of  those  who  would  judge 
them  at  the  bar  of  human  reason,  oi  the  ccnn- 
prehension  of  those  who  drop  their  little  pitch- 
ers into  the  sea  of  God's  counsels,  and  &Bef 
they  have  fathomed  its  depths,  and  exhausted 
its  waters. 

If  your  faith  then  is  to  stand  and  have  ita 
warrant,  "  not  in  the  wisdom  of  man,  but  in 
the  power  of  God;"  if  you  are  not  to  be  cf 
them  who  draw  back  from  receiving  the  bi^ 
ding  of  Jehovah  unto  perdition,  but  of  theai 
who  believe  to  the  saving  of  the  soul,  you  muat 
search  the  Scriptures.  You  must  search  ihem 
with  true  and  honest  hearts.  Yon  must  seudl 
tliem,  not  shrinking  with  a  Mse  and  guilty  aen- 
sitiveness  from  those  truths  which  may  oflbod 
your  prejudices,  and  shock  the  poor  fianiilaa 
idol  of  the  reasoning  faculty,  which  so  bubj 
adore,  while  they  defy  the  God  whom  they  will 
not  understand.  You  must  expect  and  deain 
the  lighting  down  of  the  arm,  and  the  spiritual 
weapon  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  may  "  cait 
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dovn  imigmatian,  and  every  high  thing  that 
euitdk  itself  against  the  knowledge  of  God ;  *' 
ttd  you  lavist  be  'willing  that  every  thought 
sboold  be  bTought  into  captivity  to  the  obedi- 
ence of  Christ.^ 

Are  tbe  great  and  glorious  truths  of  salva- 
tioa,  on  which  depend  the  peace  and  hope  of 
ererj  man,  as  they  place  Christ,  his  Almighty 
refuge  before  him,  so  difficult,  that  they  cannot 
be  imdefstood?     Are  they  so  oppressive  and 
sefere,  that  they  ought  to  be  at  once  rejected  ? 
Aad  is  death  beneath  the  offer  of  his  salvation, 
to  be  preferred  before  the  life  it  brings  ?     Are 
tkose  truths  so  uninviting  in  their  aspect,  that 
tkere  is  no  wonder  why  men  should  turn  away 
fron  them  in  dislike?     Or,  is  the   testimony 
vlKreon  they  rest,  so  uncertain,  or  so  unworthy 
of  belief,  that  it  may  be  safely  rejected  ?    Assu- 
ledly  not.     *'  If  our  gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid 
to  ikem    that  are  lost;  in   whom  the   God  of 
Ais  world  haih  blinded  the  eyes  of  them  that 
hdieve  not ;  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gospel 
if  Christ,  who  is  t/ie  image  of  God,  should  shine 
Mto  them.**  ^  Examine  the  Bible,  that  treasure- 
Wmse  of  mercy,  with  minds  batting  those  who 


>  2Car.x.5. 
VOL.  I. 


"  2  Cor.  if.  3, 4. 


Ilw.s  Gi.a  liiriu  Auihor; 
x'lll'ul  piTsuasiun,  that  it 
ly  niixniri.'  oi' error  lor  its 
),  liial  il  has  the  everlast- 
ic(l«'iiK'il  in  Christ  Jesus, 
Ht-nd  it,  with  earnest 
)(  bfing  dazzled  and  con- 
ziny;lv  glorious  simplicity 
ay  know  wliat  is  the  hope 
.vliat  tliL-  riches  of  mercy 
ill  the  lifjht  uf  the  Rrace 
t  points  them.  Read  it; 
ion,  that  He  who  gave  it, 
'  licarls,  and  make  it  an 
to  .av.  jou,  .ouls.  yo„ 
itness  of  its  preciousness 
iie  life  of  sense  will  then 
.■  of  faith.  You  will  then 
katewr  resting  place  of 
?ss,  God  may  have  found 
You  will  then  "  /a^  aside 
e  sill  thai  doth  so  easily 
il/t  patience  the  race  thai 
■iiKj  to  Jesus."  '  Then,  as 
,  of  whom  we  have  been 


3  K 


■f  *»y  *'^ »'   ♦''5^^^  -S^ -.fl.0— 1. 
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THE    EXERCISE   OF    FAITH. 

HEBREWS  XI.  8. 
By   faith,   Abraham,   when   hk  was  callxd   10  00  OOT 

INTO  A  PLACE  WHICH  HE  SHOULD  AFTER  KECEIVm  ffOR  All 
INHERITANCE,  OBEYED  ;  AND  HX  WBNT  OUT,  NOT  KMOWDK 
WHITHER    HE  WENT. 

The  Most  High  invariably  deals  with  man  at 
a  reasonable  creature,  and  never  demands  Us 
belief  in  any  revelation,  without  communicating 
abundant  evidences  of  its  truth,  and  divine  ori- 
ginal. When  Moses  was  sent  to  deliver  Israel 
from  captivity,  the  wonder-working  rod  was 
put  into  his  hands,  and  the  miracles  wrougbt 
by  it,  were  to  attest  and  authorize  his  high 
commission.  In  like  manner,  those  sun^wnng 
communications  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  contained 
in  tlie  Scriptures,  bear  upon  every  part  of  them 
the  broad  seal  of  divine  veracity,  and  demand 
our  entire  reception  of  them,  upon  an  extent 


THE   EXERCISE    OF    FAITH.  173 

of  evidence,  wliicli   only  the  perversity  of  infi- 
deBtT,  loving  dark^ness   rather  than  light,  can 
adTenture  to  deny.      But  as  the  pole  supports 
tke  \Tne,  yet  gives  no   life  to  its  root ;  so  rea- 
son, when  it  has  directed  the  faith  of  man  to 
the  Scriptures  of  God,  as  its  rule  and  warrant, 
most  there  end  its  labour,  and  leave  faith  in 
ihe  mysteries  of  the  book  of  salvation,  to  draw 
iu  being  from  the  Spirit  of  light  and  truth,  as 
He  does  his  sovereign  work  of  love  upon  the 
ImvL    And  hence,  the  meanest,  as  well  as  the 
Bflitiest  understanding,  is  equally  capable  of 
tthntion  beneath   that   omnipotent  influence. 
Such  a  faith  is  no  speculative  frame  of  mind, 
the  too   frequent  result  of  intellectual  pride, 
which,  after   all  its  presumptuous  searchings 
bto  the  hidden  things  of  God,  is  only  dazzled 
and  confounded  by  them ;  as  one  might  be,  who 
should  climb  the  summit  of  a  perilous  steep 
vith  much  giddiness  of  brain,  to  look  upon  the 
SQo,  when  it  might  be  equally  well,  and  much 
aore  safely  r^arded,  from   the  level  ground 
which  he  had  left.     Such  a  belief,  I  repeat, 
the  act  of  God  within  the  heart,  is  an  opera- 
tive principle,  and  works  by  love,  under  the 
influence  of  the  same  eternal  Spirit  who  called 
it  into  being. 
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Having  therefore  already  seen  the  nature, 
ORIGIN,  OBJECTS,  and  WARRANT  of  fidtb|  we 
proceed  to  notice 

y.  The  Exercise  of  Faith,  In  Abram, 
it  was  no  cold  assent  of  the  understanding  to 
the  reasonableness  of  a  proposition,  while  the 
will  remained  unmoved,  and  the  affisctions  un* 
influenced.  It  was  no  body  without  the  sonl, 
no  form  and  mockery  of  a  living  principle,  M 
the  dead  man  in  his  shroud,  and  coffin,  and 
grave,  is  a  poor  semblance  of  him  who  breathes, 
and  thinks  and  labours ;  but  the  work  of  Gk)d'8 
own  hand.  It  was  life,  testified  by  the  acts  of 
life.  It  led  him  to  go  forth  at  Jehovah's  bid;* 
ding,  from  all  that  was  dear  and  tempting  to 
his  heart ;  not  knowing  whither  he  went.  It 
led  him  to  sojourn  in  the  land  of  promise,  as  in 
a  strange  country,  dwelling  in  tabernacles,  with 
Isaac  and  Jacob,  the  heirs  with  him  of  the  same 
promise ;  in  testimony  that  he  looked  fiir  a 
'^  city  which  hath  foundations  f  whose  Builder  amd 
Maker  is  God,''  ^  It  led  him  to  offer  up  Isaac, 
his  son,  the  Son  of  God's  own  promise;  ac- 
counting that  God  was  able  to  raise  the  min^ 
culously  given  child  firom  the  dead.     Faith  is 

»  Heb.  xL  8-10. 
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no  idk  grace  \  for  then,  indeed,  were  it  not  a 
gnce,  bot  a  counterfeity  the  delusive  work  of 
Satan,  who  changes  himself  into  an  angel  of 
%]it,  that  he  may  deceive  and  ruin.  As  it 
hatk  an  eye  to  see  Christ,  all  and  in  all  for  sal- 
ntkm,  all  in  grace,  and  all  in  glory  ;  so  hath  it 
a  heart  to  Ioyo  Him,  and  a  hand  to  labour  in 
lus  cause.  It  hath  not  merely  a  willingness  to 
liAefe  the  promises  of  the  everlasting  Gospel, 
lUdi  are  the  wine  and  milk,  the  marrow  and 
&tea  of  spiritual  life ;  hut  a  holy  readiness  to 
(iky  the  precepts  of  that  glorious  revelation  of 
the  blessed  God.  The  title  of  the  land  was 
pfta  to  Ahram,  in  the  sure  promise  of  the 
Most  High ;  hut  the  Amorite  was  in  possession : 
aod  he  must  have  in  his  own  person  no  inherit- 
ace;  noy  not  so  much  as  whereupon  to  set  his 
fix>t,  save  that,  which  he  borrows  as  a  habita- 
tioo,  and  buys  as  a  burial  place.  Yet  does  he 
persist  in  the  obedience  of  &ith,  and  honours 
the  God  of  his  mercies,  by  patient  continuance 
b  well  doing. 

Faith  chafes  and  warms  the  benumbed  spirit 
into  love,  by  contemplating  the  truth,  grace, 
and  compassion  of  the  Saviour ;  and  then  works 
by  that  love,  to  do  the  will  of  God.  Faith, 
locking  upon  blessedness  to  come,  in  the  glass 
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of  the  Gospel,  longs  for  that  promised  glory, 
and  treads  the  way  of  God's  appointment  to- 
wards it ;  like  as  Israel  saw  the  fruits  of  Ca- 
naan, and  desired  to  possess  the  land  from 
whence  they  came.  O  for  a  principle  tlnu 
buoyant,  and  bearing  our  hearts  upwards,  to 
have  their  conversation  in  heaven,  and  SO  to 
dwell  with  Jesus  there,  above  the  world  ;  and 
to  be  the  impulse,  whereby  we  may  tread  the 
wilderness  without  fainting,  and  fight  the  good 
tight  of  faith,  under  the  great  Captain  of  oar 
salvation,  without  shrinking  from  the  conflict! 
(1.)  Faith  hath  a  proper  exercise  in  tnatttn 
of  temporal  concernment.  While  we  remain  in 
our  earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle,  our  hea- 
venly Father  knoweth  that  the  body  most  ba 
regarded,  and  that  its  wants  must  be  supplied. 
What  an  awful  measure  of  atheism,  do  tbow 
wants  of  our  perishing  frame  produce  in  the 
mind  of  men,  who  live  by  s^ht  and  sense  alone! 
Tliey  are  up  early,  and  late  take  rest,  and  eat 
the  bread  of  carefulness,  and  dwell  in  a  feverish 
anxiety  after  this  world's  abundance,  which  has 
its  sad  reaction  in  the  listlessness,  the  palsy, 
and  the  death  of  all  spiritual  mindedness.  We 
throw  the  clay  and  dust,  which  we  thus  laboor 
to  collect,  into  those  wells  of  thought  and  feel- 
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ixig,  wUch  ought  to  be   filled  with  the  life  of 
God  within  oui  souls ;  as  the  PhiUstines  stop- 
ped op  with  earth  the  fountains  which  Abraham 
had  digged  in  Gerar.     But,  when  a  man  truly 
begins  to  live  the  life  of  faith,  how  mighty  a 
relief  does  he  obtain  from  the  corroding  and 
peace-destroying   hand   of  all    undue   worldly 
«£dtades !     **  He  is  careful  for  nothing  ;  hut 
in  evffy  thing  by  prayer  and  supplication  with 
tkuitgiring,  makes  his  requests   known  unto 
God:  aud  the  peace  of  God  which passeth  all  un- 
ientmiding,  keeps  his  heart  and  mind  by  Christ 
imtiS^     He  seeks  first  the  kingdom  of  God, 
lod  his  righteousness ;  and  rests  persuaded  that 
aQ  things  shall  be  added  to  him,  according  to 
the  true  manner  and  fitting  measure  of  imer- 
nng  wisdom.     Did  Hezekiah  take  care  that  the 
Levites  should  have  their  portion,   duly  pro- 
vided, and  so  be  encouraged  in  the  law  of  the 
L(»d  ?  '   And  shall  not  that  covenant  God,  who 
calls  men  in  Christ  to  his  kingdom  and  glory, 
and  (what  includes  both,)  to  the  supreme  bles- 
ttdness   of  his   service,   be  careful  that  they 
shall  want  no  manner  of  thing  that  is  good  ?   A 
believer's  body  is  as  essentially  in  covenant  with 

'  Phil  It.  $^7,  *  2  Chron.  xxxi.  4. 
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God,  as  his  toul  can  be;  and  therefore  Bhall 
have  the  provision  which  it  truly  need*.  Sock 
persuasion  does  the  Eternal  Spirit  give ;  and  great 
peace  have  they  who  enjoy  it,  while  they  cast 
all  their  care,  for  present  necessities,  at  well  aa 
for  spiritual  and  everlasting  requirements,  apon 
Him,  who  careth  for  them.  Too  much  pros- 
perity, would  oftentimes  unfit  the  Christtan  fiir 
his  spiritual  warfare  against  the  world,  the 
flesh,  and  the  Devil ;  as  Saul's  armoor  would 
have  encumbered  David,  in  his  battle  with  the 
Philistine.  The  believer  is  therefore  made  ml- 
ling  to  go  forth,  with  the  better,  though  more 
simple  provision  of  his  sling  and  his  stone.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  filial  confidence  in  the  grace 
and  wisdom  of  God,  is  the  tree  that  Bwaeteoi 
the  waters  of  every  affliction,  to  those  who  are 
called  to  sojourn  for  a  little  while  in  Marah. 
The  Christian's  covenant  God  is  Jehovah-Jireh ; 
and  in  the  mount  of  all  difficulties,  the  Lord 
will  appear  for  his  help.  It  provides  a  firm 
ground,  on  which  iaith  stands,  when  it  comea 
before  the  throne  to  ask,  "  Give  us  thia  day 
our  daily  bread,"  to  know  that  the  kingdom, 
andtbepower,andtheglorybelongtoGt>d.  Tbe 
same  knowledge  provides  a  like  resting  for  bop^ 
fnl  prayer,  that  his  name  may  be  hallowed,  hii 


its  proper  and  needful  t-xctcise  in 
ad  resting  peacefully  upon  the  pethua- 
hnse  dUtiii^'ui>lKd  children  uf  mtrcy 
of  salvation,  who  nru  to  knun'  the 
rial  which  pa.ssi--tli  knowledge,  in  the 
personal  experience,  and  to  be  filled 
e  fulness  of  God,  shall  want  no  man- 
rthly  good,  which  their  Father  may 
'  to  suit  to  their  necessities  and  pros- 
children  yet  in  the  body,  and  not 
omc  to  their  Fatlier's  bouse,  or  to  the 
tf  their  elder  Brother. 
at  pardon  of  sin,  ichich  it  linked  to  the 
'  of  the  Lamb  of  God,  it  a  happy  and 
I  tuhjtcl  for  the  exercite  of  faith. 
al  belief  is  persuaded  miraculously, 
wei  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  Christ  is 
:  God's  ri^ht  hand,  to  be  a  Prince  and 
',  to  ^ve  repentance  and  remi^isiun  of 
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together ;  Though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they 
sJiall  he  white  as  snow ;  though  they  have  been 
red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool"  ^  Faith 
is  the  channel  opened  by  the  Spirit  into  the 
heart,  whereby  the  blessings  of  the  atonement 
arc  conveyed  thither.  It  receives  that  glorious 
record  where  the  Saviour  preached  the  whole 
Gospel  of  his  grace.  ''  God  so  loved  the  world 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  to  the  end 
that  tvhosoever  believeth  on  Him  should  not 
perish,  but  should  have  everlasting  life  J*  *  The 
ambassadors  of  Christ  come,  beseeching  men  in 
his  stead  to  be  reconciled  to  God.  Faith  re- 
ceives their  message.  Faith  confesses  in  its 
deep  joy,  that  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Gt)d  in 
human  flesh  to  save  sinners  is  worthy  of  all 
acceptation.  Faith  sees,  knows,  glories  in 
Him ;  and  prostrates  its  happy  possessor  before 
Him,  as  convinced  Thomas,  after  the  resurrec- 
tion, crying,  "  My  Lord  and  my  God."  Faith 
discovers  the  fountain  of  that  pardon  in  unde- 
served mercy ;  and  brings  the  soul  weary  and 
heavy  laden  unto  Christ  for  rest.  Faith  leans 
upon  mercy  alone ;  and  mercy  is  promised, 
that  men  might  believe,  as  God  works  faith 

'  I>a.Lia  *  Johniii.  16. 
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within  thein.  Faith  believes  that  promise 
wiiicii  hath  enkindled  everlasting  wonder  among 
all  the  principalities  and  powers  of  heaven : 
"The  blood  of  Jesus  Christy  God's  Son,  cleans- 
eth  from  all  sin." '  Faith  is  poured  forth  in 
ftrong  desire,  and  in  the  heart's  wrestling  to 
obtain  the  full  purification  of  that  mysterious 
faontain.  Faith  humbles  the  soul,  and  places 
it  fide  by  side  with  the  pubUcan  in  the  temple, 
to  iccrive  a  £ree  forgiveness,  in  the  Propitiation 
of  the  Cross.  It  clings  to  Him,  and  to  his 
Kcomplished  work  of  love.  It  lays  hold  of  the 
pnmise ;  and  being  persuaded  of  justification, 
iuth  peace  with  God.  Thence  also  follow,  a 
fEal  access  to  the  throne  of  grace ;  joy  in  the 
Rohr  Ghost,  even  a  joy  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory.  And  that  joy  of  the  Lord  is  a  believ- 
er's strength  and  boldness  in  the  day  of  his 
battle  against  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the 
deril.  As  the  pressure  of  the  air  upon  our 
bodies  from  without,  is  counterbalanced  by  a 
reaction  within,  which  being  withdrawn,  the 
incumbent  weight  would  crush  us  to  death  ;  so 
is  it  with  the  soul  of  an  unbeliever  ;  the  weight 
of  unpardoned  sin,  the  weight  of  the  wrath  of 
God  for  sin  rests  upon  him.  His  own  pride 
acts  now  against  it,  and  makes  him  Lasensible 
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of  the  dreadful  pressure.  But  in  the  judgment^ 
day,  (if  not  before)  that  inward  godless  support 
will  be  withdrawn ;  for  he  will  see  himself,  as 
he  is  indeed,  a  dariug  rebel  f^ainst  unspeakable 
mercy.  The  weight  of  an  offended  judge'i 
indignation  will  then  grind  him,  soul  and  bodj, 
with  every  hope  of  both,  into  powder.  "  £aw 
mine  yoarselve*  therefore,  wkethtr  ye  he  in  At 
faith ;  prove  your  own  velvet"  Draw  near  to 
the  Redeemer.  Know  the  blessedness  of  these 
happy  ones,  whose  sins  are  forgiven,  and  whose 
iniquities  are  blotted  out.  Come,  and  undw 
stand  the  riches  of  your  Juord's  grace  in  pardon ; 
and  the  price  which  He  paid  to  obtain  it.  And 
come  for  that  true  joy  of  the  heart,  which  ever 
walks  in  holy  fellowship  with  love  to  Him,  as 
Enoch  walked  with  God. 

(3.)  Faith  it  alto  exercited  itport  the  promitn 
of  God  for  mnclificalion.  "  The  blood  of  Ckrut, 
who,  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  Hiaueff 
without  tpot  to  God,  it  applied  by  faith,  and 
purget  the  conscience  from  dead  toorJu  to  tern 
the  living  God." '  Faith  purifies  the  heart.  It 
hides  the  word  of  life  within  the  heart,  that 
the  children  of  God  may  not  un  against  Him. 
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Having  those  exceeding  great  and  precious  pro- 

miKS,  wfaerebj  the  believer  is  made  a  partaker 

of  tlie  divine  nature,  they  enable  him  to  escape 

the  ocRToption  that  is  in  the  world  through  lust ; 

dfamring  him  {rem  all  filthiness  of  the  flesh  and 

Spirit ;  and  exciting  him,  as  the  proper  bias 

and  employment  of  his  new  and  noble  Ufe,  to 

perfect  holiness  in  the  fear  of  God.  ^     Christ's 

ietdi  applied  to  the  heart,  when  the  heart  has 

tiea  led  in  fedth  to  his  cross,  is  the  death  of  sin 

tbeie.    His  entrance  into  it,  and  union  with  it, 

V  the  communication  and  sustenance  of  a  life 

of  holiness.     David  was   constrained  to  spare 

Joib,  after  the  murder  of  Abner,  because  the 

aoDs  of  Zeruiah  were  too  hard  for  him.     But 

when  the   reign  of  Solomon  was   established, 

Joab  was  seized  and  slain,  even  at  the  horns  of 

the  altar.     So  is  it  in  the  experience  of  all  men. 

While   they  contend  against  sin  by  their  own 

strength,  they  cannot  overcome  it ;  but  when 

the  reign  of  the   Saviour  in  his  love  is  esta- 

Uished  over  the  heart,  the  time  of  retribution 

arrives,  and  the  love  of  Christ  slays  even  the 

besetting  sin  without  mercy,  that  He  may  be 

tTenged  of  his  enemy.  *  The  promise  is  securely 

'  1  Car.  vii  1.  M  Kinga  u.  28—34. 
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made,  that  God  will  give  his  children  a  new 
heart,  and  put  his  Spirit  within  them.  What 
He  promises,  faith  receives ;  and  so  receiving, 
exhibits  the  truth  of  God  in  his  own  word,  bj 
^*  putting  off,  concerning  the  former  conversatum^ 
tfie  old  man,  which  is  corrupt  according  to  the 
deceitful  lusts ;  and  being  renewed  in  the  apifU 
of  the  mind ;  and  putting  on  the  new  man,  wkiek 
after  God  is  created  in  righteousness  and  true 
holiness"  * 

Those,  whom  God  acquits  of  sin,  and  accepts 
as  righteous  unto  life,  through  Jesus  Christi 
He  sanctifies  by  his  Spirit.  Communion  with 
tlie  Lord  in  his  death  delivers  from  the  curse. 
Communion  with  Christ  in  the  power  of  his 
resurrection  draws  the  Spirit  upwards,  to  have 
its  hidden  and  holy  life  with  Him  in  heaven. 
''  TJie  grace  of  God  which  bringeih  salvation.  •  • 
teacheth  us  tJiat  denying  ungodliness  and 
worldly  lusts,  ice  should  live  soberly ^  righteoMsljf, 
and  godly  in  this  present  world,^  ^  Satan  hath 
Aery  darts  of  temptation,  which  only  faith  can 
quench ;  and  therefore,  whatever  be  the  fitness 
and  temper  of  that  armour  which  the  Christian 
has  from  heaven,  faith  must  be  his  shield.     No 

'  Ephes.  iy.  22, 23,  24.  »  Tit  u.  12. 


ViL\  E.X.¥LCLOIS£     OF    FAITH.  185 


oi  popery ,  no  crosses,  no  relics,  no 
holy  water,  caiv    drwe  away  the  tempter  ;  but 
wly  gradous  \>e\ief    in    the  person,  love,  and 
Kxitof  the  Redeemer,  experienced  within  the 
beart,  overcoming  temptation,  and  casting  down 
the  We  of  sin   there,  as  Dagon  fell  from  his 
place  before  the  victorious  ark  of  God.     Faith 
trusts  that  the  seed  of  the  woman  shall  bruise 
die  lerpent's  head ;  and  therefore  looks  to  Him 
fcr  ddiverance  from  the  curse,  and  victory  over 
the  power  of  sin.     It  hath  respect  unto  all  the 
coBoundinents  of  God,  and  begs  according  to 
Hi  will — **  Teach  me  the  way  of  thy  statutes ^ 
OLord^   and  I  shall  keep  it   unto    the  end,'' 
**k[ake  me  to  go  in  the  path  of  thy  command- 
mUs,  far   therein  do  I  delight.'*  *     Thus  the 
Christian  expects,  as  well  as  resolves ;  to  do  all 
things  through  Christ  who  strengtheneth  him. 
And  as  Moses  "  chose  to  suffer  affliction  with 
the  people  of  God,  rather  than    to  enjoy  the 
pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season,'*  so  doth  a  believer 
bid  temptation  get  behind  him  in  the  might  of 
God.    Clothed  with  the  Sun  of  Righteousness, 
he  would  have    the  dark  and  waning  moon  be- 
neath his   feet.      He  "  hath  chosen  that  good 

*  Pfc  cxix.  33.  35. 
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part  which  shall  not  be  taken  away  firoi 
and  hath  no  room  in  his  heart,  so  occi 
the  indwellings  of  worldly  love  in  its 
power.  That  love  would  only  darken 
bedim  its  hope,  and  pollute  it  to  the 
of  sin,  when  it  is  set  apart  to  be  the  i 
the  living  God.  Faith  seesiniquity,  tram 
and  sin,  arrayed  alike  against  the  peace 
adopted  family,  and  the  honour  of  theii 
Jehosaphat  saw  the  children  of  Am 
Moab,  and  Mount  Seir  arrayed  againi 
and  Judah,  and  cries,  **  O  Chdwilt  thou 
them ;  for  we  have  no  might  against  i 
company  that  cometh  against  us,  neii 
we  what  to  do  ;  but  our  eyes  are  upon 
But  then,  fsiith,  thus  looking  to  the  j 
ness  of  God  for  victory,  goes  fortl 
these  enemies,  and  is  made  more  than  c 
through  the  might  of  the  Head  and  C 
salvation.  Faith  carries  the  soul  ab 
enemies,  so  dreadful,  so  invincible 
lievers,  the  world's  attraction,  the  worh 
ery,  the  world's  love,  or  the  world' 
and  fixes  it  upon  Gt)d.  "  Thou  art  m\ 
O  Lord;   I  have  said,  that  I  will  , 

*  2  CliraD.  xz.  12. 
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vofdf.    Order  my  Mteps   in   thy  wordj  and  so 
tiaOwoi  any  iniquity  have  dominion  over  me"  > 
it  eoteis  into   every  obligation  of    life^   and 
qatkens  the  Christian  to  run  the  way  of  God's 
eonmaiidments  vrith  the  gracious  diligence  of 
aneohiged  heart ;  for  it  carries  a  Saviour  and 
aEdper  with  it  into  all  duties.    It  girds  up  the 
kills  of  a  Christian's  mind  in  the  sustaining 
power  of  6od*8  gracious  promise  to  every  sol- 
dier smI  servant  of  Jesus  Christy   '^  Go  in  this 
%  fligfaty  have  not  I  sent  thee  ?  "     And  it 
fnnes  onward  in  the  strife  with  sin^  hastening 
ifaoug^  the  world's  temptations  and  delights. 
Eke    Gideon's    soldiers,   when    they  followed 
Midiui,  and  stajred  not  to  drink ;  but  took  of 
llie  water  in  their  hands,  as  they  passed  through 
tke  river,  £ednt,  perhaps,  yet  still  pursuing.  ^ 

(4.)  faith  has  a  happy  exercise  in  the  word 
md  eaerwrnents  of  its  great  Object ,  Jesus  Christ. 
The  son  may  shine,  but  the  eye  of*  the  blind 
nust  be  opened  to  receive  it.  The  harmonies 
of  sound  will  in  vain  solicit  us,  if  the  ear  be  not 
imstopped  to  admit  them.  The  light  of  God 
Himself,  in  the  declarations  of  his  word,  and  the 
peiBon  of  Immanuel; — the  sweetness    of  all 

>  Palm  czix.  33.  '  Judges  tu.  YiiL 
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compassionate  invitations  uttered  by  that  gxa- 
cious  Redeemer,  will  be  unnoticed,  until  the 
soul*s  eye  be  cleared  of  its  scales  of  unbelief,  to 
behold  its  beauty ;  and  the  soul's  sense  of  spixit* 
ual  hearing  communicated  by  the  hand  of  the 
great  Physician,  to  receive  his  word.  Faith  un- 
locks every  sense  of  the  heart,  to  understand,  and 
every  affection  of  the  heart  to  embrace  Christ, 
his  office,  his  work,  his  salvation,  his  commands, 
his  love,  in  the  glorious  Grospel  of  his  graoe. 
It  feels  the  curse  of  sin,  and  the  law's  condem- 
nation, as  Israel  felt  the  bite  of  the  serpents  in 
the  wilderness — and  it  looks  to  Jesus,  as  the 
appointed  cure,  in  pardon,  peace,  righteousness, 
and  spiritual  strength.  It  cries  unto  God  firom 
the  depths  of  conscious  guilt,  into  which  the' 
true  sayings  of  his  word  have  now  cast  it,  and 
thence  flies  to  Jesus.  It  perceives  the  fidse 
ground  of  every  godless  hope  give  way  beneath 
it :  then,  crj'ing  to  the  appointed  Redeemer, 
'*  Lord,  save  me,*'  it  feels  his  outstretched  hand, 
like  Peter  on  the  sea  of  Galilee ;  and  knows  its 
safety ;  and  gladly  follows  its  Lord  unto  the  ship 
of  a  gracious  fellowship  and  communion. 

It  was  well  said,  that  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
penetrated  farther  into  Britain,  than  the  Bik 
man  armies  could  ever  reach ;  and  that  pure 
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word  of  his  love,  finds  an  entrance  into  the  soul, 
subduing  the    principalities   and  powers  of  sin 
widun  it,  which  no  arm  of  flesh,  no  carnal 
wetpons  could  ever  effect.     Hath  it  found  this 
entrance  into  your  hearts  ?      Hath   it   gained 
this  happy  triumph  over  them  ?     Hath  it  set 
op  the  throne  of  Christ  within  them,  exactly 
where  the    throne  of  sin  and  Satan   had   its 
place  ?     Has  the  word  been  unto  you  a  seed  of 
spiritual  life,   which   the  Holy  Ghost  is  still 
wiatering,  through  faith,  imto  a  happy  fruitful- 
less?     Or,  does  that  word,  preached  day  by 
diy,  fall  day  by  day  upon  the  surface  only  of 
Tour  outward  sense,  to  be  seed  cast  by  the  way 
side,  which  the  devil  comes  and  takes  out  of 
jour  hearts  by   unbelief,  lest  you  should  be 
saved  ?     Are  you   openly  opposing  the  gospel 
of  the  grace   of  God  ?    Are  you  attending  its 
ministry  in  a  lukewarm  and  Laodicean  spirit  ? 
Are  you  beholding  all  the  mystery,  and  all  the 
process,  and  all  the  sufferings,  and  all  the  pains 
of  Redeeming  love — of  God   in   Christ  Jesus, 
reconciling  the  world  to  Himself,  with  indiffer- 
ence; barely  assentbg  to  the  glorious  record 
of  Bible  truth ;   or  snatching  its  promises  of  life 
i&d  salvation  to  sinners  with  one  presumptuous 
hind,  while  the  other  is  employed,  as  it  were, 
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in  sinning  against  God,  and  robbing  Him  of 
glory  ?  Or,  are  you  by  fidth  applying  t 
word  to  your  need^  your  pardon,  peace,  jntf 
cation,  and  progress  in  the  divine  life 
sanctification  ?  O,  how  shall  you  escape,  if] 
neglect  so  great  salvation  ? 

In  the  sacrament  of  the  LorJCs  supper,  fii 
is  the  eye,  the  hand,  the  mouth  of  the  m 
whereby  it  sees,  receives,  and  feeds  u] 
Christ.  So  partaken,  **  we  spiritually  eat 
flesh  of  Christ,  and  drink  his  blood,  we  d\ 
in  Christ,  and  Christ  in  us.  We  are  one  v 
Christ,  and  Christ  with  us."  So  partaken, 
holy  communion  seals  the  believer's  interet 
Jesus,  with  all  its  rich  storehouse  of  hope 
consolation  upon  his  heart ;  and  bids  him 
and  enjoy  them  as  his  own.  The  King  sit 
at  his  table,  and  hath  fellowship  with  his  gae 
and  then  the  spikenard  of  that  grace  wl 
springs  from  the  communion,  giveth  forth 
smell  thereof.* 

Faith  has  also  a  high  and  precious  ezei 
in  the  mysterious  Later  of  Baptism.     Beli« 
parents  bring  their  children   to  Ood  in 
ordinance,  resting  upon  the  promise,  "  I 


1  a 
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be  a  Gd  unto  thee,  and   unto  thy  seed."    And 
cofflmitting  those    dear   gifts  of  their  heatrenly 
Fatber,  as  deposits  into  the  hand  of  Christ, — 
lookmg  for  the  pardon  of  sin  by  the  Redeemer's 
Uood— looking  for  every  privilege  of  the  new 
coTenant  in  Christ  Jesus — ^feeling  that  the  in- 
iiuUs  so  committed,  are  made  members  of  Christ, 
children  of  Grod,  and  inheritors  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven ;  they  trust  that  their  Saviour's  Father, 
ud  their   own   Father — that   God   their  Be- 
deemer,  and  God  their  Sanctifier,  will  guide 
tkete  Uttle  ones  in  after  Ufe,  by  divine  counsel, 
nd  then  receive  them  unto  glory.    In  the  same 
i(irit  of  gracious  confidence,  the  Church  receives 
tbem,  to  nurse  them  up  for  God.  Oh !  there  is  a 
lieetness   in  the   sacrament  of  Baptism,  un- 
known and  unintelligible,  except  to  the  heart 
4  faith,    as  it  persuades   and    assures — that 
tke  infant  so  conunitted  to  Jesus,  is  buried  with 
Him  by  Baptism  unto  death,  and  that  like  as 
Christ  was  raised  from  the  dead,  by  the  glory 
tf  the  Father,  even  so  shall  that  child  walk  in 
newness  of  life — that,  as  it  has  borne  the  image 
d  the  earthy,  it  shall  also  bear  the  image  of 
the  heavenly.^     Thus  doth  every  true  hearer  of 


Bmt.  Ti.  4.    1  Cor.  zr.  49. 
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tlie  wbrd^  every  spiritual  communicanty  and 
every  believing  oiTerer  of  a  child  in  Baptisnii 
and  every  infant,  that  so  partakes  the  divinely 
appointed  rite,  receive  the  promise  of  the  Spirit 
through  faith.  '^  Unto  you  is  the  word  of  thii 
salvation  sent."  May  He  who  gives  it  a  high 
commission  to  your  hearts,  implant  it  there,  and 
make  it  the  power  of  God  to  your  salvation ! 

(5.)  Once  more;  Faith  hot  a  proper  amd 
delightful  s^ubject  for  it^  exercise^  in  prayer* 
'^  If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom^  let  him  ask  of 
God,  who  giveth  to  all  men  liberaUy^  and  up^ 
braideth  not,  and  it  shall  he  given  him  :  but  lei 
him  ask  in  faith,  nothing  wavering/*  ^  Failji 
and  prayer  mutually  subserve  and  strengthen 
each  other.  ''  Trust  in  the  Lord  at  all  times: 
pour  out  your  heart  before  Him,"  ^  The  Re- 
deemer's faithfulness  is  pledged  for  the  veracity 
of  his  promise,  "  Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in 
prayer,  believing,  ye  shall  receive/'  The  grantis 
unlimited,  the  promise  unincimibered.  "  All 
things  are  yours,*'  is  the  language  of  Grod  to 
his  children ;  and  they  are  called  to  sue  out 
their  rightful  claim,  in  their  Great  Head  and 
Surety,  by  the  prayer  of  faith.     "  This  is  tie 

*  James  L  5,  6.  *  Pitlm  IziL  8. 
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tfmfimtt  thai  we  thould  have  in  Him,  that  if 
we  atk  any  thing  according  to  his  will,   He 
ietreth  t».*     And  if  we  know  that  He  hear  us, 
whatsoever  we  ask,  we  know  that  we  have  the 
petitions  that  we  desired  of  HinT  ^     Faith,  in 
lupplicatioiiy  realizes  the  omniscience  of  God ; 
kit  willingness  to  hear;  his  unchangeable  ad- 
herence to  his  word  ;  the  almighty  intercession 
of  the  High  Priest  by  the  throne  and  mercy- 
mt  of  heaven.     It  pleads  them  all, — while  it 
pleads  the  utter  worthlessness  as  well  as  misery  of 
the  supplicant :  in  order  that  infinite  love  may 
be  glorified  in  shewing  mercy.     Then,  (be  the 
subject  of  the  petition  what  it  may,  if  made 
according  to  the  mind  of  God,)  faith  looks  for 
an  answer  of  peace ;  and  leaves  the  posture  of 
snpplication,  as  Hannah  left  the  temple,  when 
her  heart  was  relieved,  and  her  countenance 
was  no  more  sad.     The  dead  child  on  the  other 
band,  can  never  inherit  the   patrimony;    and 
the  prayer  of  a  lifeless  infidelity,  can  never  ob- 
tain those  blessings,  which  are  the  heritage  of 
God  s  living  sons  and  daughters.     Faith  indeed, 
is  the   soul's  inward  sense  and  act,    of  which 
prayer  is  the  expression :  and  whosoever,  thus 
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feeling  affiance  in  the  promised  and  coTenanted 
mercies  of  God^  shall  call  upon  Him,  shall  a^ 
suredly  be  saved.  Whatsoever  his  disciples 
shall  thus  ask^  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  He  will 
do.  Faith  is  the  mother  of  prayer ;  and  very 
blessed  is  the  fruit  and  ofispring,  unto  those  who 
dwell  in  its  happy  exercise.  Jesus  knew,  tat 
He  knew  all  things,  that  his  sheep  should  never 
perish;  and  therefore  was  the  heart  of  his 
mediatorial  love  lifted  up  to  heaven,  crying  on 
their  behalf,  ''  Holy  Father,  keep  them  in  thy 
name."  Paul  knew  assuredly  that  the  Lord 
would  deliver  him  from  every  evil  work.  How 
joyous  and  how  powerful  then,  was  his  impulse 
to  prayer,  and  his  fervour  in  the  privileged 
duty  of  praying  without  ceasing  !  And  do  not 
such  Scriptures,  and  such  examples  as  theses 
rebuke  and  put  to  shame  those  who  never  praj; 
or  when  they  kneel,  never  believe  their  own 
necessities,  nor  the  fulness  of  Grod  in  his  Son; 
and  so  can  never  seek  the  mercy-seat  aright,— 
but  utter  the  words  of  supplication  with  im* 
moved  minds,  and  have  their  reward  in  coO" 
tinual  barrenness  of  heart  ?  And  this  happens, 
while  God  waits  to  be  duly  entreated;  and  so 
to  open  the  windows  of  heaven,  and  pour  them 
down  a  blessing  that  there  should  not  be  room 
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torecehe  it.     "  We  ask  and  have  not,  because 
we  ast  amiss." 

A  dying  hour  awaits  us  all;  and  doubtless 

tktt  is  a  season  wherein  faith  should  have  its 

npnms  exercise^  if  instead  of  finding  death  to 

be  the  king  of  terrors,  we  would  embrace  him, 

as  the  Lord's  dismission  from  labour  imto  rest. 

I  pray  you  in  the  name  of  God,  let  it  be  Christ 

to  you  to  live.     I  pray  you  in  His  name,  to 

exercise  £dth  on  Him  in  all  things ;  that  when 

the  hour  of  your  departure  cometh,  you  may 

know,  in  the  unspeakable  consolations   of  his 

lofe,  whom  you  have  believed ;  that  you  may 

commit,   soul,    friends,    parents,  children,  and 

aQ  dear  to  you,  into  his  hands,    as  into  the 

hands  of  your  own  watchful  and  faithful  God  : 

diat  you  may  say  to  those  who  mourn  your  loss, 

•*  /  die,  but  God  will  surely  visit  you  :  "  and 

as  you  close  your  eyes  upon  a  wearisome  and 

mfiil  world,  may  cry  in  the  rich  experience  of 

&ith,  **  My  heart  and  my  flesh  faileth  :  but  God 

SI  ike  strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for 

rwVwm 
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THE    PERSEVERANCE,   HAPPINESS,   AND 
TRIUMPH   OF   FAITH. 

HEBREWS  XI.  a 
By  faith  Abraham,  when  hb  was  called  to  go  out  into 

A  PLACE  which  HE  SHOULD  AFTSB  RKXIVB  FOR  AIT  HCHB* 
RITANCB,  0BE\'XD;  AND  HI  WBNT  OUT,  MOT  RIIOWW 
WHITHER  HE  WENT. 

In  the  attacks  of  earthly  enemies,  two  circum- 
stances unite  to  form  the  difficulty  of  maJnng 
a  successful  defence.  When  the  onset  is  fre- 
quently made^  and  from  many  quarteis,  we 
know  not  whither  to  turn ;  and  when  the  means 
of  resistance  are  not  in  our  hands,  but  must  be 
sought  for  at  a  distance,  the  wound  is  given  be- 
fore we  can  obtain  them.^  One  of  these  dffi- 
culties  besets  the  Christian,  in  his  warfioe 
against  the  enemies  of  his  salvation.  Their  at- 
tacks are  many,  and  made  from  all  the  various 

*  Meztrezat  SermonB  de  la  Virta  de  k  Foj,  1 Y.  188. 
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vii  imsQspected  lurking-places,  of  besetting 
fins.   But  then  the  ^sdom  and  goodness  of 
Goi,  have  most  graciously  facilitated  his  means 
of  resistance.    One  piece  of  armour  may  sufBce 
toward  off  every  inroad ;  and  he  has  not  to  seek 
it  from  afar,  in  the  hour  of  danger.     He  has  it 
within  himself ;  and  may  use  it  at  every  moment 
of  his  spiritual  conflict.    That  mighty  and  effec- 
tual portion  of  Christian  covering,  is  Faith.     It 
is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the  world  ;  the 
ihield  whereby  to  quench  all  the  fiery  darts  of 
the  wicked :  and  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  placed 
it,  as  a  sure  defence,  before  the  hearts  of  all 
vho  ''  are  his  workmanship,    created  anew  in 
Christ  Jesus,  unto  good  works.**  ^ 

The  supreme  importance  of  this  master  grace, 
has  induced  me  to  make  it  the  subject  of  several 
discourses;  in  order  that  we  might  see,  how 
Hire  a  guide,  how  safe  a  defence,  how  powerful 
a  principle,  to  suit  every  possible  circumstance 
of  life,  was  possessed  by  Abram  the  friend  of 
God ;  and  not  by  him  only,  as  an  insulated  and 
lolitaiy  example  of  divine  goodness,  in  which 
no  other  man's  experience  shall  ever  rejoice, 
—but  as  the   common  and  covenant  property 

»  Epliet.ii.  la 
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of  ally  who  being  Christ's,  are  Abraham's  seed, 
and  heirs  according  to  the  promise. 

I  shall  now  conclude  this  general  view  of  the 
subject  by  some  remarks, 
»    VI.  On  the  Perseverance  of  Faith. 

Profane  histor}^    both    in   its  ancient  and 
modem  divisions,  presents  us  with  spirit-stirriiig 
examples  of  generals,  who,  having  reached  the 
land  of  their  enemies,  have  burned  the  ships 
that  carried  them  tliither ;  in  token  that  there 
was  to  be  no  retreat,  and  to  show  that  there 
could  be  no  safety,  no  hope,  except  in  vietoij* 
The  same  histories  inform  us  of  nations  who 
have  left  their  own  sterile  country,  to  seek  hap* 
pier  soils  and  climates :  and  being  determined 
never  to  return,  have  taken  with  them  all  thej 
had,  and  set  tlieir  faces  right  onwards  against 
all  enemies,  and  all  obstacles.     like  their  pur- 
pose, is  the  Christian's  high  resolve,  when  God 
hath  called  him  to  be  a  soldier,  in  the  day  of 
his  effectual    conversion.      Having  hucklerad 
himself  with  the  sliield  of  faith,  he  must  not 
remove  it,  while  living,  fix)m  his  arm.     Hafing 
drawn  against  his  spiritual  foes,  that  sword  of 
the  Spirit  which  is  the  word  of  God,  he  must 
no  more  sheathe  it,  until  it  shall  be  exchanged 
for  the  palm  of  an  endless  triumph.    "  He  most 
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nunfuilv  fight    under  the  banner   of    Christ, 

agaiwt  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  and 

must  continue  Christ's  faithful  soldier  and  ser- 

Tiat  to  his  life's  end.'     In  this  glorious  warfare, 

the  £uth  of  the  Saviour's  followers  is  sustained 

bjf  the  might  of  his  indwelling  grace.     Thus 

npfaeld,   Abram  went  out  from   his   home   in 

Qialdea,  at  the  bidding  of  Jehovah,  a  submissive 

and  cheerful  wanderer ;  though  he  knew  not 

whither  he  went.     Thus  upheld,  he  did  even 

more  than  this,  in  ready  sacrifice   of  his  own 

eznng  will  to  the  perfect  will  of  God.     •*  By 

hith  he  sojourned  in  the  land  of  promise,  as  in 

a  strange  country,  dwelling  in  tabernacles,  with 

Inac  and  Jacob,  the    heirs    with  him  of  the 

tune    promise : "    because  he  looked  for  his 

final  settlement  far  beyond  the  walls  and  towers 

of  Canaan,  near  to  some  of  which  his  tent  was 

pitched,  even  to  a  city  which  hath  foundations 

indeed, — a  city,  standing  upon  the  everlasting 

hills  of  divine  and  immutable  purpose  in  his 

behalf^  a  city  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God. 

Truly,  if  he  and  his  family  of  fedth  Jiad  been 

mindful  of  that    country  from    whence   they 

came  out,  they  might  have  had  opportunity  to 

have  returned*     There  was   time    enough   in 

which  to  retrace   their  steps   to  Chaldea ;  for 


SOO  SERMON   IX. 

more  than  two  hundred  years  elapsed  betwi 
the  call  of  Abram,  and  the  death  of  Jao 
There  were  no  external  difficulties  of  consid 
able  moment  to  overcome ;  nor  was  the  dista 
so  greaty  but  that  Abram  well  passed  over 
and  in  after  days  Jacob  performed  the  » 
journey  with  his  staff.  The  children  of  Abi 
by  Keturah  did  actually  go  thither  to  dw 
But  the  land  of  idolatry  and  sin  was  never  in 
looked  back  upon  with  desire.  Nay,  w] 
Abram  sent  his  servant  thither  to  seek  a  ^ 
among  those  of  his  kindred  who  remained  thi 
it  was  with  an  expresss  condition  that  Ii 
should  not  go  to  dwell  among  them.  **  I 
servant  said  unto  him^  Peradventure  the  foot 
will  not  he  willing  to  follow  me  unto  this  Im 
7nust  I  needs  bring  thy  son  again  unto  .the  I 
from  whence  thou  earnest  ?  And  Abraham  a 
unto  him,  Beware  thou,  that  thou  bring  not 
son  thither  again.  The  Lord  God  of  hea 
which  took  me  from  my  fathers  house,  and/ 
the  land  of  my  kindred,  and  which  spake  t 
me,  and  that  sware  unto  me,  saying.  Unto 
seed  will  I  give  this  land.  He  shall  send  his  0$ 
before  thee,  and  thou  slialt  take  a  wife  unto 
son  from  thence.  And  if  the  woman  will  no 
willing  to  follow  thee,  then  thou  shall  be  a 
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frm  this  my  oath :    only     bring  not  my   son 

thUieragcinr  ^ 
Behold,  the  perseverance  of  a  faith  enkindled 

If  the  Spirit  of  Gody  within  a  believer's  heart ; 
huning  brightly  there,  to  shew  the  soul  its  true 
otorests ;  and  warming  all  its  affections  to  pur- 
ine them,  in  simple  renunciation  of  that  un- 
hiUowed  rest  which  it  had  for  ever  forsaken ! 
Such  a  iaith  hath  no  memory  for  the  past,  save 
only  to  keep  in  mind  the  unsearchable  riches 
of  salvation,  whereby  the  sojourner  was  called 
forth  from  his  abode  of  idolatry  and  death.  Such 
a  iaith  hath  a  fixed  and  steadfast  eye,  that  can 
look  only  right  onward ;  and  a  patient  will,  that 
can  stay  God's  appointed  time,  in  God's  ap- 
pointed phu^e,  without  one  reigning  backward 
desire  of  the  heart.     It  is  the  act  of  the  great 
Apostle,  in  the  simple  mindedness  of  his  belief — 
**  Forgetting  those  things  that  are  behind,  and 
reaching  forth  unto  those  things  that  are  before^ 
I  press  towards  the  mark^  for  the  prize  of  the 
Ugh  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,'^  ^     From 
the  moment  when  Esther  was   set  apart  for 
Aliasuerus,  the  time  before  she  expected  to  be 
liis  bride  was  spent,  not  in  repiningly  looking 

*  Gea,  ndr.  6—0. 
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beyond  the  palace  into  which  she  had  be 
taken,  but  in  accomplishing  the  appoini 
months  of  her  purification ;  that  she  might 
to  the  king  according  to  the  custom  of  1 
realm.  And  thus  do  they,  whom  the  gloxii 
Husband  of  the  Church  calls  us  to  his  bri 
They  have  one  purpose,  for  which  to  live— -t 
they  may  glorify  Him  in  their  bodies,  and 
their  spirits,  which  are  his  :  and  they  have  t 
purpose,  for  which  to  die,  that  they  may  be 
ever  with  the  Lord. 

Without  visible  right  to  a  foot  of  land 
Canaan,  Abram  continues  to  sojourn  the 
A  famine  drives  him  forth  for  a  while  i 
Egypt :  but  he  returns  to  the  place  which  C 
had  commanded  for  his  abode.  The  dislike  i 
envy  of  the  people  cannot  discourage  him,  i 
make  him  partake  their  idolatries.  War  n 
the  king  of  the  land  cannot  terrify  him  thez 
Tried,  tempted,  and  childless,  he  still  holds 
his  way ;  and  hopes  in  Gx)d  against  all  appai 
grounds  of  hope:  believing  that  Gk>d  wo 
give  Canaan  to  his  seed,  when  he  was  strid 
in  age,  and  when  every  day  took  someth 
from  the  probabilities  of  sense,  that  he  she 
ever  embrace  a  son.  Now  this  holy  perse 
ranee,  is  one  of  the  most  unequivocal  featu 
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of  gracious  faith  in    the  heart  of  a  disciple  of 
QtntL    He  knows  himself  to  be  a  stranger ; 
aod  therefore   has  nothing   to  do  but  to  pass 
mth  actiTity,  diligence,  and  constancy^  to  the 
jojs  of  his  eternal  home.     He  knows  that  he  is 
a  pilgrim  and  a  wayfetring  man ;  and  looks  for- 
ward to  his   rest,  with  undivided  attention  of 
lieart.     He  hath  parted  from   sin,  as  a  friend 
tar  ever ;  and  henceforth  knows  it  in  its  reign- 
ing power  no  more  ;  but  holds  right  onward  to 
perfect  holiness  in  the  fear  of  God. 

Now  whence  hath  the  faith  of  God's  elect  its 
strength  and  fortitude,  unto  such  holy  perse- 
verance ?  Even  in  the  promises  of  God,  sure, 
stable,  and  inviolable,  as  they  all  are ;  yea  and 
amen  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  the  praise  of  their  gra- 
cious Giver.  He  hath  undertaken  to  uphold 
and  strengthen  his  adopted  children ;  to  guide 
them  with  his  counsel,  and  after  that  to  receive 
them  to  his  glory.  There  is  a  constellation  of 
promise  glowing  with  the  light  of  covenant  love, 
and  steadfast,  in  the  firmament  of  covenant  truth, 
filHng  the  eye  of  &ith  with  its  brightness,  and 
leading  the  betiever's  spiritual  way — (the  cross 
bdng  the  central  pole  star  of  all  the  radiant  host) 
with  certainty,  constancy,  and  peace. — "  They 
that  truit  in  the  Lord  shall  be  as  Mount   Zion, 
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which  may  not  he  removed^  hut  Mtandeth  foMifoir 
ever.*'^     ''  The  mountains  may  depart^  and  th§ 
hills  be  removed;  but  my  kindness  shall  not  de^ 
part  from  thee,  neither  shall  the  covenant  of  mg 
peace   be  removed,   saith  the  Lord,  that  hath 
mercy   upon  thee."     ''  As  for  me,  this  is  mff 
covenant,  saith  Jehovah,  My  Spirit  that  is  upon 
thee,  and  my  words  which  I  have  put  into  thy 
Tnouth,  shall  not  depart  out  of  thy  mouth.^** 
"  This  shall  be  the  covenant  that  I  will  make 
with  the  house  of  Israel,  I  will  put  my  law  in 
their  inward  parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts  ; 
and  they  shall  be  my  people,  and  I  will  be  their 
God.     And  I  will  give  them  one  heart,  and  one 
way,  that  they  may  fear  me  for  ever.     And  I 
will  make  an  everlasting  covenant  with  them, 
that  I  will  not  turn  away  from  them  to  do  them 
good:  but  I  will  put  my  fear  in  their  hearts 
that  they  shall  not  depart  from  me"  ^     These 
are  the  fuU^  free,  and  stable  promises  of  an  im- 
mutable God.     They  form,  not  only,  as  I  said* 
the  unchanging  constellation   of  a  Cbristiaii*s 
joy,  but  also  the  munitions  of  rocks,  wherein 
the  perseverance  of  faith   is  placed  by  an  Al- 
mighty hand.     They  are  the  sure  anchorage 

>  Psalm  cxxv.  1.  *  Isaiah  Ut.  10.    I«uah  lix.  SI. 
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ofldsliQpe,  as  ^e  is  enabled  to  plead  them  be- 
fore God ;  and  as  the   Holy  Spirit  of  promise 
coDei  to  him  in  answered   prayer,  **  not  as  a 
wijfiriiig  man  that    tarrietb  for  a  night,'"  but 
«  an  inhabitant,  to  dwell  within  him,  and  to  be 
the  earnest  of  his  inheritance  unto  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  purchased  possession. 

Confidence  in  these  promises,  through  the 
abiding  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  establishes  the 
Qiristian  in  well-doing.  The  fiiith  which  unites 
him  to  Christ,  upholds  him  in  the  way  of  holi- 
ness. Mercy,  casting  his  sin  into  the  depths 
of  the  sea,  binds  him  to  the  God,  whose  pardon 
hath  yisited  and  saved  him;  and  the  more 
bristly  the  hope  of  salvation  bums  within 
him,  the  more  steadfast  will  be  his  course.  The 
hearts'  bias  to  sin  will  be  deeply  lamented;  and 
strife  against  it  encouraged.  The  preciousness 
of  that  rest,  to  which  the  compassionating  Sa- 
fioor  invites  every  weary  one,  will  be  eagerly 
aoQghL  Prayer  will  be  earnestly  made  through 
that  righteous  plea  wherewith  the  mediation  of 
the  High  Priest  above,  hath  furnished  every 
comer  to  the  throne  of  grace.  And  thus  will 
the  foDowers  of  the  Redeemer  be  made  more 
than  conquerors,  through  Him; — "  thus  will 
thejf  be  kept  by  the  power  of  God^  through  faith^ 
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unto  salvation.*'  For  the  communicatioii  of  this 
persevering  faith,  should  every  Chri8tiaxi*s  heart 
be  lifted  up.  Learn,  upon  the  Apostle's  ground^ 
and  in  his  gracious  confidence,  each  to  say, 
"  I  am  persuaded  that  neither  death,  nor  Itfe^ 
nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor 
things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height, 
nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able 
to  separate  me  from  the  love  of  Ood,  which  is 
in  Christ  Jestis  our  Lord.'^  ^  And  then,  let  the 
misinterpreters  of  this  Scripture — the  glorious 
climax  of  Christian  happiness  on  this  side  the 
grave,  say  what  they  please,  you  will  give  the 
calumny  its  best  refutation,  by  being  ^^eteoA' 
fast,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work 
of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  yomr 
labour  shall  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.**  * 

VII.  Here  then  is  a  page,  whereon  to  make 
a  brief  record,  touching  The  Happiness  or 
Faith.  And  were  the  Book  of  God  void  of 
every  other  evidence  of  a  believer's  felicity,  than 
that  given  by  Isaiah,  it  were  enough  for  the 
ground  and  nurture  of  every  joy  ; — **  Hwm 
wilt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace,  whose  mind  is 
stayed  on  Thee ;  because  he  trusted  in  Thee  J*  ^ 

'  Rom.  Tiii.  38,  39.         '  1  Cor.  xr.  5&         >Inuhsz?i.& 
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But  (be  very  exercise  of  faith,  so  encouraged 
and  uphdd  by  the  sure  word  of  6od*s  engage- 
ment, 18  a  life  of  real  and  abiding  happiness* 
flow  many  of  yon,  bath  it  placed  again  and 
^gain,  in  the  brighter  hours  of  its  realization^ 
upon  a  spiritual  Nebo,  in  a  clear  pure  atmos- 
jdiere  of  gracious  expectations  and  assurances ; 
irfien  your  conversation  was  especially  in  heaven, 
and  you  were  enabled  to  look  round  upon  the 
mercies,  with  which  you  were  encompassed,  and 
the  glory  wherein  they  will  be  consummated ! 
Ud  you  not  then  stand  upon  your  high  place. 
Eke  Balaam  on  that  of  Moab ;  and  looking  out 
upon  your  blessings  and  hopes,  see  but  the 
uttermost  part  of  them,  and  not  see  them  all : 
but  yet  know  that  the  invisible  portion  was 
immeasurably  greater  than  all  that  could  be 
teen  and  enjoyed,  on  this  side  Canaan  that  is 
above,  dear  and  delightful  as  the  earnest  of 
tbem  hath  already  been  to  your  gracious  ex- 
perience? 

The  Christian  can  live  by  faith,  without  care 
for  the  abundance  of  this  world  s  good.  He 
has  delights,  in  present  commimion  with  his 
heavenly  Father,  beyond  all  that  the  world  can 
give ;  even  if  its  whole  surface  could  be  changed 
into  one  Eden  of  delights,  and  the  garden  were 
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to  be  his  own.  He  has  the  manna  of  a  Saviour*i 
body,  and  the  spiritual  refreshment  of  Ilia 
blood,  whereon  to  live :  and  while  the  world 
knows  not  the  sweetness  of  the  daily  repast, 
the  world's  poorer  and  meaner  portion  is  unde- 
sired.  The  gracious  pilgrim,  who  seeks  another 
country,  that  is  a  heavenly,  (if  he  seeks  it  with 
all  his  heart,)  will  not  be  filled  with  disapoint- 
ments  and  heart  rendings,  if  others  appear  to 
have  better  accommodation  than  himself,  by 
the  way.  He  hath  learned  in  whatever  state  he 
is,  therewith  to  be  content.  True  indeed  it  is, 
(and  a  proud  stoicism  utterly  unworthy  of  Christ's 
Gospel,  would  it  be  to  assert  the  contrary,)  that 
*^  no  affliction  for  the  present  seemeth  to  be 
joyous  but  grievous.*'  But  then  such  trials  are 
like  mineral  waters,  nauseous  it  may  be  to  the 
immediate  and  outward  taste,  but  healing  in 
their  effects;  and  therefore  cheerfully  taken, 
when  wisely  and  fitly  administered  by  the  phy- 
sician. And  thus  it  is,  and  thus  only,  that  a 
Christian  can  ^^ glory  in  tribulation:  knowing 
that  tribulation  worketh  patience^  and  patience 
experience,  and  experience  hope;  and  hope  makeik 
not  ashamed,  because  the  love  of  God  is  iked 
abroad  in  his  heart,  by  the  Holy  Ghost  given  to 
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ilm."*    Faith,  realizing  the  disciple's  property 

ii  ^  Lord, — ^faith,  realizing  membership  with 

loi  Lord's  mystical   body,  assures  him  of  an 

iotenest  in  all  that  Jesus  hath :  and  therefore 

&ith  may  well  be   satisfied,    and  happy,    and 

Uessed,  with  a  less  measure  of  present  comforts, 

than — in  the  sickly  desire  to  possess  them,  are 

continually  haunting  and  mocking  the  hearts  of 

those  who  have  their  portion  in  this  life. 

Abram  sought  not  great  things  for  himself 

in  Canaan ;  because  greater  things  than  those 

of  earth's  highest  grandeur  were  his,   as   the 

fiiend  of  Grod,  and   the  inheritor  of  a  better 

land  of  promise.     He  sought  not  great  things 

tar  his  children;  for  God,  with  all  his  goodness 

WIS  also  their  portion.  He  was  therefore  willing, 

that  Isaac  and  Jacob  should  dwell  with  him  in 

the  same  lowly  tabernacles,  as  partakers  of  the 

same  glorious  promise  with  himself.     If  they 

who  have  fully  embraced  the  gospel,  would  often 

examine  their  goodly  heritage,  they  would  be 

more  happy  than  they  can  be,  by  dwelling,  as 

they  do  continually,  for  themselves  and  those 

most  dear  to  them,    within  the  dim,  impure, 

and  cloudy  circles  of  fears,  hopes,  expectances, 

1  Romans  T.  3 — 5. 
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and  disappointments,  which  their  mere  eartUj 
horizon  embraces.  If  they  would  walk  about 
the  Sion  of  salvation, — ^if  they  would  tell  itB 
bulwarks,  mark  its  towers,  and  their  own  hxppj 
propriety  in  them,  they  would  see  a  measure  cf 
beauty  and  abimdance  in  this  city  of  God,  wliidi 
would  amply  satisfy  them :  as  it  shall  satisfy, 
but  never  satiate,  the  glorified  of  God  through  afl 
eternity.  And  though,  in  regard  of  eartU^ 
comforts,  "  the  Jig  tree  shoiUd  not  62o««om,  mm* 
ther  should  fruit  be  on  the  tnnei  ;  ike  labamr  ff 
the  olive  should  fail,  and  the  Jield$ yield  m 
meat;  the  flock  should  be  cut  off  from  the  fold, 
and  there  should  be  no  herd  in  Ae  Halle :  get 
they  would  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  they  would  jag 
in  the  God  of  their  salvation*"  ^  Happen  uriiaft 
might,  in  personal  or  family  experience,  then 
would  be  blessing,  and  there  would  be  pesoe* 
The  prophet  asked,  "  Is  it  well  with  thee,  is  U 
well  with  thy  husband,  is  it  well  with  tie 
child  ?  "  And  the  afflicted  Shunamite  answered 
in  faith's  right  estimate  of  providential  dispell* 
sations,  **  It  is  well" *  Instead  of  being  en* 
gaged  in  a  continued  and  fretful  quarrel  with 
necessity,  that  is  with  the  wise  though 

'Hal)ak.iiL17.  '  2 Kinst W. 38. 
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win  of  God,  which  must  prevail  over  all  human 
Ofptmtian,  the  faith  of  his  children  acquiesces  in 
it;  and  they  are  filled  with  peace  in  this  gracious 
ghBiMion  of  obedience   and  love.     If  a  true 
Ukmtf  of  our  blessed   Lord  watch   over  his 
ikhy  it  will  keep  his  joy,  even  a  joy  unspeak- 
ahle  and  fiill  of  glory,  until  he  receive  the  end 
of  his  fidth,   even  the  salvation   of  his   soul. 
But  I  pause.     The  field  on  which  I  have  en- 
tered, is  too  spacious  to  be  fully  trodden.     I 
would  gladly  have  walked  with  you   a  little 
while  longer  in  it,  were  I  not  called  away  to 
(ne  part  more  of  this  wide  and  fidr  domain. 
VIII.    The  triumph  of  Faith. 
The  archers  of  a  world's  trials,  and  of  the 
god  of  this  world,  may  sorely  grieve  a  trusting 
Quistian,  as  they  shoot  at  him ;  but  his  bow 
friQ  abide  in  strength,  and  the  arms  of  his 
luids  will  be  made  strong  by  the  hands  of  the 
■igfaty  God  of  Jacob.  ^     He  will  be   able  to 
nckon,  with  the  sacred  discrimination  of  Paul, 
**  that  the  sufferings  of  this  present  time,  are  not 
wsrtkg  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  that  shall 
be  revealed  in  him,'  *  when  the  King  of  Saints 
ihall  come  and  gather  his  elect  from  the  four 

1  Gen.  xliz.  2S,  24.  '  Rom.  tuL  18. 
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comers  of  heaven,  into  the  joys  and  fielicities 
of  his  accomplished  kingdom.  Joseph's  dungeoa 
has  light ;  because  he  looks  by  fidth  beyond  iL 
And  Jacob,  though  halting  with  the  angel's 
touch,  will  not  let  him  go;  because  fidth  is  as- 
sured of  the  blessing.  Job  holds  fast  by  God^ 
and  his  faith  conquers  in  affliction  ;  because  it 
hath  taught  him  to  say,  '^  I  know  that  my  JZs* 
deemer  liveth,  and  that  He  shall  stand  at  Its 
latter  day  upon  the  earth  :  and  though  qftermg 
skin  worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  fietk 
shall  I  see  God  J**  ^  Paul  is  tranquil  amidst  all 
the  terrors  of  the  storm :  because  he  relies  upon 
the  promise  that  God  hath  given  him  his  own 
life,  and  the  lives  of  them  that  are  with  him 
in  the  ship.  Surrounding  evils  are  many  and 
mighty;  but  faith  fortifies  the  heart  against 
them,  and  overcomes  them  all.  It  embraeea 
the  absolute  truth  of  all  God's  revelatioD* 
It  makes  personal  application  of  all  his  pzo^ 
mises  in  the  Mediator.  It  hangs  on  his  pow«r» 
fidelity,  and  love.  It  turns  firom  all  other  eoc 
pectances  of  help :  and  is  sure  of  finding  the 
supply  of  every  need,  in  the  fulness  of  GhkL 
Therefore  doth  it  challenge  every  enemy^  and 

>  Job  ziT.  25^  28. 
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tnm^  ci^et   every     Hindrance.      Faith   sees 
Chik  I  nctoT  m  every  conflict :  and  knowing 
tlat  diey  if\io  axe    one  ii^ith  Him,  vanquished 
ni  bj  bis  conquest  representatively,  and  are 
msUted  into  the  certainty  of  a  real  personal 
overcoming,    it  rejoices  in   the    issue   of  the 
kittle,  while  the  battle  is  yet  in  progress.     **  I 
hoip  whom  I  have  believed^  and  am  persuaded 
Ikat  He  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  com^' 
wutted  unto  Him^  against  that  day.*^  ^  Faith  hears 
die  promise,  "  When  thou  passest  through  the 
waters  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  through  the  rivers ^ 
Aeg  shall  not  overflow  thee  :  "  ^  and  faith,  look- 
iig  at  the  almighdness  of  the  Promiser,  and 
die  troth  of  the  Surety,  gives  its  cheerful  an- 
swer, *'  Though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of 
fie  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil,  for 
Thou  art  with  me  ;  thy  rod,  and  thy  staff  they 
tmfort  meS^^     The  bow  of  the  covenant  is  in 
Ae  doud:    and  while  the  rain  descends,  and 
die  winds  blow,  and  the  floods  beat,  yet  doth 
die  Christian  even  then  triumph,  in  the  assur- 
noes  of  present  safety,  and  of  the   early  as- 
naging  of  the  waters  that  surround  him. 
Jehoshophat  had  made  a  covenant  with  the 

'  2  rm.  L  12.  '  Iniak  xliiL  2.  •  Pn.  zziiL  4. 
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king  of  Israel ;  and  therefore  when  Ahab  aaked 
him  for  help  in  the  war  with  Ramoth  Grilead* 
he  answered,  ^'  I  am  as  thou  art,  my  people  aw 
thy  people,  my  horses  as  tliy  horses  /  "  *  And 
when  the  Most  High  is  at  peace  with  a  maoi 
by  the  blood  of  the  cross,  and  the  aenae  of 
that  peace  dwells  within  him,  it  is  his  privilege 
and  his  strength,  and  his  safety^  and  hia  salvih 
tion,  and  the  firm  ground  of  his  lof^  triumphi 
that  every  thing  which  God  hath  to  communi- 
cate, belongs  to  him,  in  Christ.  Therefore  will 
he  not  estimate  his  condition  by  present  and 
visible  standards ;  but  by  his  spiritual  relatioa 
to  the  Eternal  Trinity,  and  to  those  treasures 
of  inheritance  which  are  made  over  to  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.  There- 
fore, as  Abraham  staggered  not  through  unbe- 
lief, when  the  child  of  promise  was  longdelayedi 
but  was  strong  in  faith,  giving  gloiy  to  God,— to 
a  steadfast  belief,  upheld  by  the  hand  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  triumphs  in  looking,  not  at  the 
things  which  are  seen  which  are  temporali  but 
at  the  things  which  are  not  seen  which  aro 
eternal. 

But  the  futurities  of  a  believer  fiur  eocoeed  all 

^  1  Kingi  zziL  4. 
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present  eqoynieiits  \  and  in  them  is  the  victory 
and  triumph  of  his  £aith.      He  may  be  mean, 
despised,  and  hated  by   the  world, — but  feith 
ikews  him  to  himself,  in  the  glass  of  the  Gos- 
pel, and  in  the  mystical  body  of  his  Lord,  as  a 
Imng  member  of  his  Church,  arrayed  with  the 
garments  of  salvation ;  crowned  with  a  diadem 
of  glory ;  associated  with  the  blessed  communi- 
ty of  the  heirs  of  immortal  life ;  and  destined 
to  bear  his  long-looked,  long  wished-for  part, 
in  celebrating  the  victories  of  the  Redeemer, 
in  that  day,  **  when  Me  shall  come  to  be  glo^ 
T^Ud  in  his  saints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all 
them  that  believeJ^     And  when  he  looks  upon 
the  enemies  of  his  soul  from  this  eminence,  he 
lees  them  indeed  fallen  beneath  his  feet.    Then 
cu  he  take  up  his  parable,  with  a  prelate   of 
our  English  Church,^  whose  experience  in  the 
divine  life  surpassed  even  the  mightiness  of  his 
theological  learning,  and  say,  "  O  my  soul,  the 
pmers   of    hell   shall   not  be   able    to   stand 
against  thee.     They  are  mighty,  and  have  all 
adfantages  of  a  spiritual  nature  of  long  dura- 
tion,  of  place,  experience,  subtlety;  yet  this 
encouraging  grace  of  faith  is  able  to  give  them 

»  Bp.  HaU't  Woiki,  VI.  370. 
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tlie  foil,  and  to  trample  over  all  the  powers  of 
darkness.  O  my  Lord  God^  do  thou  arm  and 
fortify  my  soul  with  a  lively  and  steadfast  fiuth 
in  Thee.  I  shall  then  not  fear  what  man  or 
devil  can  do  unto  me.  Settle  my  heart  in  a 
firm  reliance  upon  Thee :  and  then  turn  me 
loose  to  what  enemy  Thou  please." 

Such  are  the  present  triumphs  of  the  life  of 
faith ; — triumphs  not  to  be  wrested  firom  the 
Cliristian, — triumphs  that  shall  brighten  arouiid 
him,  until  the  day  when  his  earthly  warfiune  h&ng 
accomplished,  he  shall  cry,  ''  I  have  /bughi  a 
good  fight,  I  have  finished  my  cowrie^  I  have 
kept  the  faith  :  henceforth  there  it  laid  tip  far  me 
a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord^  ike 
righteous  Judge  shall  give  me  in  that  dajf.^^ 
What  the  eternal  triumph  will  be,  when  the 
\dctorious  Saviour  shall  call  his  saints  to  reign 
with  Him  in  glory,  the  disciple  of  Christ,  must 
be  contented  only  darkly  and  dimly  to  aatici-' 
pate.  But  the  day  will  soon  dawn :  and  then 
he  will  see  them  all,  and  know  that  they  ace 
all  his  own,  in  and  with  the  glorified  Head  and 
Captain  of  his  salvation  in  this  holy  war. 
Mean  time  let  him  go  forward,  wait,  stxiye, 
pray,  praise,  and  triumph. 

»  2  Tim.  IT.  7. 
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Andy  €ik  that  every  unbeliever^  subdued  by 
the  leeptre  of  redeeming  grace,  fleeing  to  Jesus, 
tarn  the  curse  and  condemnation  of  a  broken 
bw,  would  be  arrayed  beneath  his  banner,  and 
made  partaker  of  his  victory!  For  if  these 
things  be  so,  then  is  unbelief  a  dreadful  state, 
md  its  portion  an  appointment  of  misery. 
It  hath  an  awful  character — "  Without  Christ, 
without  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world." 
"  He  thai  believeth  not  the  Son  hath  not  life, 
hai  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him/^  ^  Sodom 
was  not  more  awfully  endangered  by  its  pollu- 
tions, than  Capernaum  by  refusing  Christ.  Let 
no  man  therefore,  in  whose  hand  the  Scrip- 
tures of  salvation  are  providentially  placed, 
imagine,  that  if  he  be  free  from  the  guilt  of 
sensoality,  and  a  lover  of  the  order,  moralities, 
md  charities  of  life,  but  yet  turns  his  back 
iqmn  Christ,  in  contempt  or  indifference,  he 
duJI  escape  the  judgment  of  God.  The  mere 
famal  words  of  prayer  from  infidel  lips  can  no 
more  enter  the  ear  of  God,  than  the  unbelieving 
lamelites  could  enter  Canaan.  Unbelief  is  the 
fountain  of  all  sin ;  and  the  bitter  waters  flow- 
ing from  it  are  unto  death.  As  fiedth  purifies 
the  heart;  so    infidelity  fills  it  with  iniquity. 

Wohn  iiL  36. 
VOL.   I.  L 
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As  faith  works  by  love  to  Ood ;  to  unbelief 
lives  in  a  dreadful  atmosphere  of  hatred  towardi 
Him.  It  turas  away  from  the  only  pranbilitf 
of  victory  over  sin,  and  union  with  Christ  JesuM, 
witliout  whom  fallen  man  can  do  nothing.  It 
makes  a  league  with  the  enemies  of  God ;  and 
rejects  the  sinner's  only  Friend,  in  <»der  to 
obtain  this  dreadful  peace.  It  repels  and  repn- 
diates  every  promise  and  dennneiaticm  of  tlw 
word  of  God }  and  if  He  ba  not  believed,  then 
faith  must  be  exercised  in  the  aasurances  and 
seducUons  of  Satan ;  for  man  can  have  no  other 
object  of  trust  and  confid^ee,  than  He  ia  who 
"so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  hii  only 
begotten  Son,  to  the  end  that  all  who  beliere  is 
Him  should  not  perish,  but  should  have  etemil 
life  : "  or  than  that  lost  SjMiit,  whose  liiiijiifw 
of  unceasing  malignity  it  is  to  ruin  men,  aoyl 
and  body,  for  ever.  Unbdief  then,  changetf  if 
1  may  so  speak,  the  devil  into  a  God  {  ft  fiv 
from  the  beginning  into  an  utterer  of  imeiziBg 
truth ;  and  the  truth  of  Crod  into  ft  lie.  b 
unbelief  then  a  state,  in  which  a  man,  witji 
death,  judgment,  and  eterm^befiiie  him  ahoajd 
abide  one  moment,  while  Chriati  and  all  Ait 
He  hath  may  be  that  man's  by  bith  t  Judge  js. 
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ABRAM*8   ENTRANCE,    AND   WELCOME   INTO 

CANAAN. 

0BKE8IS  XII.  6, 7. 

A«D  ABKAM  PAiOD  TBBOVQH  THB  LAND  UNTO  TBI  PLACE  OF 
^■'■'TM^  UNTO  THB  VLAIN  OP  MORKH.  AnD  THB  CaNAAN- 
m  WAS  THBN  Df  THB  LAND.      AnD    THB    LORD    APPBARKD 

fnrro  Abeam,  and  said,  Unto  tht  sbbd  will  I  givb  this 

&AND. 

^  A  Christian  is  one  that  believes  things  his 
reason  cannot  comprehend;  hopes  for  things 
ihich  e  je  hath  not  seen :  labours  for  that  which 
lie  knows  he  shall  not  obtain  on  this  side  the 
grsTe :  jet  in  the  issue,  his  belief  is  evidenced 
Id  be  true ;  his  hope  makes  him  not  ashamed ; 
ind  his  labour  is  not  in  vain." '  Such  a  fol- 
lower of  Gt>d  was  Abram;  and  such,  in  an 
eminent  d^pree,  his   paradoxical  experience. 

*  Lord  BMoni  Worki,  VoL  tu.  p.  21. 
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Such  is  the  experience  of  eveiy  ipiritufll  d»» 
scendant  of  Abram,  in  a  greater  or  leaa  piopot> 
tion.  "  His  life  is  hid  mth  CkrUt  m  OodT 
The  secret  sources  of  hia  qraritoal  being  Be 
deep,  infinitely  deep,  beyond  tlie  reach  of  any 
estimate  of  them,  which  the  men  of  thia  wodd 
can  form.  His  consolations  are  equally  finr  out 
of  the  sight  of  all  carnal  obaenration;  and  \m 
whole  walk  seems  to  involve  contimdictiopa^  to 
those  who  judge  after  the  light  of  the  natODil 
eye,  and  the  hearing  of  the  natural  ear,  initoail 
of  forming  their  opinions  by  the  unerring  nde 
of  the  Holy  Volume,  which  teadiea,  that  hoar- 
ever  rough  and  thorny  the  believet^a  path  ittvf 
be,  he  has  joys  which  a  stranger  doth  not  iiln^ 
meddle  widi,  and  that  as  hia  ^'  ii^ffbrkigs  ainwmi 
for  Christ,  his  consolaHans  a&p  alommi  tf 
Christ/'  >  T\na  very  important  farttA  ia  uHf^ 
unfolded  in  the  history  of  Ahranu 
therefore  closed  for  the  preaent  the 
which  it  appeared  necessary  to  nake 'iMd^a 
consideration  of  the  mighty  piinciple  of  AM^ 
which  upheld  him  in  all  diJBicaltiesi  nuide  him 
more  than  conqueror  in  trial,  and  snlaoofl  UiS^ 
fay  the  immediate  presence  of  the  Comfartatf^ 

>  2  Cor.  L  fll 
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all  liis  afflietionB, — I   proceed  to  examine  his 
moreunmediateliistoTyy  as  a  full  and  unques- 
tionibly  practical  exhibition  of  the  power  of 
frith.    I  notice  theiiy 
I.   His   entrance    into   the    promised 

LAND. 

Ur  of  the  Chaldees^  and  Haran  itself  were 
now  left  behind ;  dear  as  one  naturally  was  to 
him,  as  the  land  of  bis  birth  and  early  attach- 
nents,  with  all  that  tenderness  wherewith  the 
heart  dwells  upon  its  first  recollections  ;  and 
fimdiy  as  he  would  think  of  the  other^  from 
bemg  the  last  earthly  resting  place  of  his 
father  Terah.^ 

He  went  forth^  however ^  from  both,  to  go  into 
tk§  land  of  Canaan  f  and  into  the  land  of  Canaan 
ie  came.  But  here  perhaps  the  father  of  the 
faithful  may  be  met  in  his  way  of  6od*s  bid- 
dkg,  with  a  sceptical  objection.  Where,  it 
■ay  be  asked,  was  the  advantage  gained  to 
Ahram,  even  in  a  spiritual  point  of  view,  by 
kaving  Chaldea,  wherewith  to  coimterbalance 


Jewiih  taditum,  reluctant  to  admit  the  possible  error  of  the 
martwv  1>^^^  ^^^^  Abraham  had  firrt  openly  declared  hit 
HiHKty  to  idob;  and  thus  rendering  himielf  the  object  of  pene- 
osiaB,  was  at  onoe  led  from  Chaldea  by  the  Divine  Voice,  and 
^riren  by  the  popolar  xeamtment— Judith  t.  6.  Dr.  Croly^s  Divine 
Ptondenee,  p.  308. 
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his  privations,  and  the  dacrifioei  which  hii  de- 
parture would  demand  irom  himsftlf,  and  tnm 
those  whom  he  leflt  behind?  He  pioinised 
land  whither  he  went  was  a  strong  hold  of 
idolatry ;  while  the  recoUectioni  and  some  prac- 
tice, of  a  more  pure  worship  still  existed  among 
his  kindred  in  Mesopotamia*  (Joahna  xxiT.  2.) 
His  removal  therefore  was  an  exchange  of  anper- 
stition ;  and  left  the  balance,  on  that,  as  well  as 
on  all  other  accounts,  in  favour  of  his  own 
country.  But  the  difference  of  lituationa  was 
immense ;  and  the  wisdom  of  his  covenant  God 
was  not  less  gracious,  than  unerring,  in  demand* 
ing  this  removal.  Abram  was  at  home  in  the 
country  of  his  0¥m  previous  idolatry,  among 
his  kindred  and  in  his  &ther's  house.  He 
lived  in  it  as  his  element,  as  the  place  of  hSk 
proper  rest,  the  home  of  his  heart  and  desirca, 
as  well  as  of  his  family.  But  he  is  a  Hramger^ 
a  pilgrim,  a  wayfaring  man  among  the  snpto- 
stitions  of  Canaan,  and  the  dishonour  done  fay 
its  inhabitants  to  the  holy  Jehovah.  With  them 
he  had  no  participation,  no  sympathy,  no  com- 
munion. He  passed  through  all  those  abomi- 
nations, and  defilements,  as  some  rivers  are 
feigned  to  pass  through  lakes,  into  which  they 
fall,  \vitliout  any  intermixture  with  the  waters 
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aioimd  them.  And  what  is  this,  except  a 
Qinstiin's  new  and  gracious  state,  when  the 
hour  of  his  eonversion  has  arrived,  and  he  is 
tbeneeferth  called  in  the  manifestation  of  6od*s 
lore  to  him  in  Christ,  to  **  obey  from  the  heart 
that  form  of  doctrine  which  has  been  deli?ered 
to  him  ?**  He  is  still  in  the  world ;  still  encom- 
pasted  with  its  dark,  and  fool,  and  flagrant  ido- 
latries ;  and  he  must  needs  go  out  of  the  world, 
before  he  can  escape  them.  He  must  stiU 
breathe  an  atmosphere  that  teems  with  moral 
pestilence.  He  must  still  have  his  neighbour- 
hood amongst  men  sunk  in  the  love  of  present 
things ;  where  hands  without  number  are  em- 
ployed in  raising  idols  of  earthly  worship,  and 
hearts  without  number  are  upholding  their 
malry  against  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  saying 
onto  them,  *'  Ye  are  our  gods." 

If  the  Christian  be  indeed  to  separate  him- 
Klf  in  every  civil  transaction  firom  the  wicked ; 
from  those,  who,  whatever  be  the  peculiar  char- 
leter  of  their  besetting  sin,  do,  by  clinging  to 
it,  commit  a  dreadful  unfaithfulness  against  the 
one  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  He  hath 
lent,  and  against  the  incomparable  preciousness 
of  hif  Atonement  and  Righteousness,  then  he 
most  needs  go  out  of  the  world.    He  can  per- 
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form  no  duties,  fulfil  no  relatioiis,  make  good 
no  obligations,  out  of  all  thote,  wherewith  Us 
heavenly  Father  hath  bound  him  to  his  haadfyf 
his  country,  and  his  fellow  men.  He  mutt  evea 
surpass  the  morbid  and  miitaken  aendfailitiei  of 
those,  who  notified  to  the  eyes  of  aa  imbelievipg 
world,  the  corruptions  of  our  early  Chiiatumitj, 
by  burying  themselves,  £ur  firom  all  the  ordinaiy 
associations  and  charides  of  humanity,  in  the 
depths  of  the  wilderness,  and  dwelt  a  life  long 
of  perverse  abstraction  in  caves  of  the  earth,  or 
on  the  top  of  lofty  pillais ;  often,  however,  leoi 
lifted  up,  on  these  pedestals,  than  on  their 
own  pride  and  self-complaoency*  But  when  a 
man  hath  learned  from  his  effectual  teacher,  the 
Holy  Ghost,  *'  to  be  dead  mdeed  wnio  m,  btit 
alive  unto  God,  through  Je$ug  Ckrut  omr 
Lord,''  ^  he  hath  no  longer  fellowahip  with  hie 
former  idolatries. His  conversation  is  no  l<»iger 
in  the  world,  but  in  heaven.  The  chain  ef 
slavery,  that  bound  him  to  earth  and  earthly 
ness,  is  broken  ;  and  being  risen  with  Christ,  kf 
seeks  those  things  that  are  above^  where  Ckrim 
sitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  God.^  The  world  is 
a  believer's  home,  not  one  moment  after  he 

>  Rom.yi.ll.  •Cokftiii.l. 
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Iiitk  been  ibewn  the  glory  at  hh  Sayiotir, 
tk  bentj  of  sabation,  the  holiness  of  ChriB- 
^uatjj  Ae  purity  of  God,  and  the  example  of 
Chiuty  at  the  object  of  imitation  to  his  Church, 
11  weQ  aa  itaEg^t  and  lustre.  While  he  lay  in 
iiis  death  of  trespaases  and  sins,  the  lust  of 
the  fleshy  the  hut  of  the  eyes,  the  pride  of 
life,  and  whataoever  i^ras  not  of  the  Father,  but 
of  the  woiidy  were  the  delights  and  resting 
plaees  of  his  heart.  But  when  £dth  hath  led 
him  to  die  croaa,  when  fSdth  hath  brought  home 
upon  his  heart  the  sense  of  union  with  his  Re- 
deemer, when  faidi  hath  opened  the  inlets  of 
Us  aflTectiosu,  and  poured  a  full  tide  of  grace, 
die  miaeaxchaUe  riches  of  redeeming  love  upon 
Aem,  then  ia  the  world  crucified  to  him,  and 
be  to  the  world.  Hie  beHeving  view  of  this 
Strioor  makes  a  fuU,  final,  and  eternal  divorce, 
lad  that  too  a  willing  divorce,  between  his  dis- 
dplesy  and  the  land  and  associations  of  former 
idolatry.  He  is  not  of  the  world,  even  as  his 
Lord  was  not  of  the  world.  He  walks  as  in  an 
oiany's  country.  He  is  a  weaned  man;  no 
longer  conJormed  to  the  world,  buttransfcMrmed 
ia  the  renewing  of  his  mind.  His  out¥rard 
position  may  be  much  the  same  as  it  had  been 
before  he    embraced  the    Gospel ;  but  how 
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mighty  the  difference^  both  in  the  secret  denres, 
hopes,  fears,  conflictSj  joys,  and  oonKilationi  of 
the  inward  man  of  the  heart,  and  in  the  out* 
ward  acts  of  daily  life !  Now  he  cries,  as  lie 
sees  the  world  in  rebellion  against  its  SnJonri 
the  slave  of  sin,  or  the  idolater  of  a  legal  xigli- 
teousness,  and  equally  under  the  wrath  of  Ghid 
for  all,  **  Woe  is  me  that  I  am  eomiramed  to 
dwell  with  Mesech,  and  to  ha/00  mjf  habiiadcm 
among  the  tents  of  Kedar!^  ^  like  Abram  bj 
Sichem,  or  Lot  in  Sodom,  his  ngbteons  aonl  is 
vexed:  and  while  its  holy  sympathy  is  out- 
poured unto  his  Father,  who  is  in  heaven  in 
behalf  of  the  spiritual  suicides  around  hiniy  to 
desperately  encouraging  each  other  in  die  woric 
of  self-destruction,  he  flees  to  Ghod  for  himaelf, 
shuts  the  door  about  him,  in  holy  commimiQii 
with  his  all-sufficient  Forticm,  and  theve»  and 
there  alone,  hopes  to  find,  and  as  he  becomes 
familiar  with  his  place  of  rest,  to  expeiiencey  a 
peace,  which  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take 
away. 

Here  then  is  the  real  test,  here  the  mfi^llibl^ 
touchstone,  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  chazaeter 
of  your  spiritual  state,  not  as  it  is  befiire  man, 

'  Pialmczz.& 
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butMit  is  befixe  Him,  who  knoweth  the  heart 
and  tnech  the  reuis.  Your  profession  of  at- 
Uchneiit  to  Christ  crucified  is  not  intended  to 
cuij  70U  away  firom  the  post  of  duty  in  the 
vorid;  as  a  momentary  influence  of  unworthy 
&flr  led  Elijah  to  flee  from  Ahab  and  Jezebel 
into  the  wilderness,  where  GxkI  found  and 
reprored  him  ;  but  it  is  meant  to  separate  you 
from  all  kindred  and  connexion  with  sin,  with 
with  the  spirit  of  a  reigning  earthli- 
It  is  intended  to  make  you  exhibit  the 
image  and  superscription  of  your  heavenly  King 
among  his  enemies ;  to  shew  the  impress  of  his 
band,  in  the  beauQr  of  holiness,  wheresoever 
you  go;  that  men  may  take  knowledge  of  you, 
tbat  you  have  been  with  Jesus.  It  is  designed 
to  make  you,  as  strangers  and  pilgrims,  abstain 
book  fleshly  lusts,  which  war  against  the  soul ; 
and  to  testify,  not  merely  to  the  existence  but 
the  victorious  power  of  an  indwelling  Saviour  and 
Holy  Spirit,  in  stemming  the  tide  of  irreligion 
and  ungodliness  around  you.  Your  faith  calls 
70Q  to  stand  upon  the  sure  foundations  of  the 
word  of  God,  like  those  who  have  tried,  not  only 
its  truth,  but  its  predousness,  as  it  brought 
you  by  the  Holy  Spirit's  blessing  to  Christ ; 
^d  upon    this    stable    ground  to  exhibit  the 
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reality  of  a  consistent  spirituilitjy  and  godU* 
ness  of  life ;  "  that  men  nutp  ne  your  goad 
warks  and  glorify  your  Father  which  i»  m 
heaven"  ^  If  this  be  the  stamp  of  your  Qizia- 
tianity,  the  life  of  God  is  in  it ;  and  the  life  of 
God  is  within  yourselves.  If  it  be  not,  yon  may 
have  a  name  to  live,  but  you  are  really  dead. 
You  may  have  professed  to  leave  the  Chaldea 
of  idolatry  and  unbelief;  but  you  have  merdy 
changed  the  name  of  the  country,  while  the 
superstitions  are  the  same.  Nay  they  are  move 
dangerous,  more  deadly  than  befiiie.  The 
heart's  utter  idolatry  is  still  cherished,  and  only 
hidden  beneath  the  fig  leaves  of  a  Christiaii 
profession.  ''  The  voice  is  JacoVs  voice j  InU  the 
hands  are  the  hands  ofEsam.*' 

(2.)  Abram  was  now  within  the  country 
whither  he  had  been  directed — even  the  ooimtry 
of  divine  promise.  But  the  Camaa$Ute  waeeHU 
in  the  land.  It  had  belonged  to  Shem  in  the 
providential  distributions  of  the  earth  among 
the  sons  of  Noah,  when  the  world  waa  to  be 
renewed ;  but  accursed  Ham  had  usurped  it 
from  the  race  of  the  promised  seed,  and  though 
an  unchangeable  blessing  was  in  it,  yet  waa  it 

>  Matt  ▼.  16. 
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fiued  with  sumers,  whose  crimes  were  daily 
provokii^  the  Crod  of  heaven.     Here  then  was 
an  eipecial   trial  of  Abram's  faith  ;    and  his 
drcmiittanees  are  remarkablj  typical  of  those^ 
in  which  every  child  of  light  mast  walk,  until 
htt  earthly  pilg^rimage  be  well  and  safely  passed 
^until  ^*  an  entrance   be  ministered  unto  him 
abmrndantfy  into  the  eterUuting  kingdom  of  our 
£ofd  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.**  ^  The  Canaan* 
ite  is  still  in  the  land.     That  faith,  which  is 
now  the  law  of  the  Christian's  new  and  spirit- 
ual beiD^y  hath  as  effectually  severed  him  from 
his  farmer  condition  under  the  curse  of  the 
law,  and  the  covenant  of  works,  and  the  con- 
denming  power  of  sin,  as  the  axe  of  the  execu- 
tioner separates  the  man,  on  whom  it  falls,  from 
nitnral  life.     But  the  power  of  sin  is  not  slain  ; 
tbe  assaults  of  sin  are  not  taken  away;  the 
inward  poUudon  of  the  old  man  wars  against 
the  new  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in 
zii^teousness  and  true  holiness ;  having  made 
an  alliance  with  the  God  of  this  world,  and 
with  its  temptations  from  without.     His  soul 
ftiU  must  dwdU  among  those  who  are  enemies 
to  its  peace.     He  has  indeed,  as  a  believer, 

»  2  Peter  i  11. 
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already  entered  into  rest.  Ho  hatilM  ffm^ 
cious  repose  of  an  intimate  andmntaal 
between  the  Saviour  and  himsfllfi  in  thai  a 
ble  union  which  has  been  wioii|^t  bj  tba 
Ghost.  He  rests  firom  drcad  of  lbs  ee/nmnt. 
of  works,  from  which  he  it  iKm^  as  I  wUk  fe 
ever  separated.  He  rests  from  tiie  dnfitisig 
reign  of  sin,  which  must  no  longer  hsnrs  daai^ 
nion  over  him,  as  he  is  not  imdsr  ilia  Isfir^  tat 
under  grace.  He  rests  from  that  dxeidfiil  caass 
of  apprehension,  which  the  woed  of  Odd  hsA 
suspended  over  the  head  of  trmtj  nnbcMaim. 
He  hath  free  and  frdl  justifieatkm  from  all  lis 
sins  by  the  blood  of  atonement:  and 
he  hath  peace  with  God»  He.  is  no 
under  the  Spirit  of  bondage ;  but  if  lie  Indi 
graciously  learned  to  plead  his  pxivikgas  jii.4o 
covenant  of  mercy,  he  may  come  «ifii:.lM^jr 
boldness  to  the  throne,  in  the  Spmt  of  addptasB, 
not  as  a  slave,  but  as  a  son,  dying  Abba  Eathar. 
Nevertheless,  he  hath  not  reached  "  Its  fmttktU 
remaineth far  the  people  of  Ood/"  ^  Hannit|>at 
expect  the  enmity  of  the  inhaliitanits^. 
whom  he  sojourns ;  while  he  abjarea  all 
in  their  iniquities.    He  will  know  little  of  Us 

*  H«b.iT.a 
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fliite  and  aheied  relation  to  the  children  of  this 
worid,  if  he  should  be  disposed  to  marvel  that 
thej  hate  binu  Without  will  be  fightings 
agsDst  his  peace ;  and  within  will  be  fears, 
from  die  msJice  of  the  tempter,  and  the  peril  of 
his  snarea.  Hie  sad  conviction  of  besetting  sin 
w31  often  diaqmet  him,  and  break  his  tranquil- 
htf  for  a  time. 

But  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Canaanites 
would  raise  Abram  to  a  better  and  a  higher 
hope,  by  shewing  him  that  the  substance  of  God's 
promise  lay  &r  beyond  the  land,  and  would 
htep  him  watchful,  self-denying,  abounding  in 
piayer,  and  fleeing  unto  God  for  help  :  as 
tbose  same  Canaanites,  in  after  days  long  served 
to  exercise  the  courage  of  the  Israelites,  and 
kinder  their  swofds  from  rusting  within  the 
Ksbbards,  so  do  the  onsets  of  temptation,  and 
the  deceitfulness  of  the  heart,  serve  to  exercise 
its  graces.  A  broad  line  of  separation  is  drawn 
between  the  renewed  and  better  desires  of  a 
CIiiistian*s  spirit,  in  its  covenant  with  God, 
and  the  temper  of  a  world,  secure  and  de- 
l^hting  in  its  enmity  against  Jehovah.  He 
dwells  even  in  the  land  of  promise,  amidst  its 
privil^es  and  blessings,  as  one  who  knows  that 
he  bag  here  only  the  foretaste  of  future  happi- 
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ness;  the  full  and  everlaaftiiig  teul  hmng 
reserved  till  that  time,  when  he  ahall  enter  into 
the  joy  of  his  Lord.  To  the  perverted  amhi- 
tion  of  those  who  have  their  portioDm  tliia  lifia^ 
its  poor  seductions  resemble  the  mew  of  pottage 
of  profane  Esau ;  for  which,  in  their  iimontinent 
hunger,  they  are  willing,  ready,  eager,  impedent 
to  surrender  a  heavenly  birthright ;  while  the 
Christian,  faint  it  may  be  with  his  opposition 
to  surrounding  idolatries,  will  yet  refnae  to  go 
to  the  world's  cisterns.  Nay,  when  aome  com* 
fort,  that  seems  to  have  more  of  lawfidneet  and 
purity  within  it  than  others,  aolieits  him  to  pan- 
take  it,  a  holy  jealousy  will  often  disoover  a 
snare  and  a  stumbling  block  in  it,  and  oblige 
him  to  reject  it  at  once ;  as  David,  in  hia  hotj 
self-denial,  would  not  drink  of  the  water  of  tbe 
well,  which  was  by  the  gate  in  Bethlehem,  leat 
he  should  bring  sin  upon  his  soul.  Thus,  tlie 
very  trials  of  the  land  become  a  portion  of  that 
universal  machinery,  which  works  together  with 
unceasing  motion,  and  unswerving  rq^ularitj, 
for  good,  to  them  that  love  Grod.  Thus,  tlie 
world's  hatred,  the  oppositions  of  inward  ten* 
dencies  to  evil,  and  the  multitude  of  inmdii^ 
temptations,  become  instruments  of  the  Sa- 
viour's love,  because  they  lead,  as  the  Spirit  of 
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Ciod  ofemilet  them,  to  Him  who  delights  to  be 
tcOatti  for  his  effectual  help.     If  any  are 
exprnmnng  the  stem  conflict  between  nature 
aadgnce,  dwelling  in  the  land  of  a  present 
sabation,  and  of  promises  bright  with  the  glory 
of  in  ererlasting  joy  and  peace,  they  may  well 
take  comfort  to  themselves.     The  sentence  of 
God  is  already  denounced  against  the  accursed 
Canasidte;  and  it  shall  be  in  good  time  put 
into  execution.     The  enemies  whom  they  now 
see,  and  beneath  whose  fiery  darts  they  groan, 
bemg  tempted,  they  shkll  see  no  more  again  for 
ever.    Placing  themselves  in  calm,  but  stead- 
fivt  opposition  against  dn — ^placing  themselves 
upon  the  highway  of  gracious  duties  in  the 
ODght  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  warfare,  how- 
ever stem,  will  soon  be  ended.     And  when  they 
Aall  be  joined  to  the  company  of  those  blessed 
and  holy  ones,  who  have  part  in  the  first  resur- 
Rction,  **  tie  Canaaniie  shall  no  more  be  among 
dfls,  tn  the  home  of  the  Lori^  ^ 

11.  I  proceed  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
AsaAir's  welcome  into  the  land  of 
Cavaan.  The  Lord  appeared  unto  him.  Here- 
tofae  God  had  promised  in  the  inviolability  of 
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his  truth,  to  shew  the  land  whcqwiii.  Im 
must  abide ;  but  now  He  engage!  ta.  gkm  it  to 
his  seed.  The  day  of  gradona  eomiiiiiiiieBtiqBS 
brightens  around  Abram,  as  he  prooeeda  in  tlM 
way  of  duty.  And  thus  it  will  e¥er  be.  JQTtf^p 
man  will  do  the  wUl  of  the  Moat  H^if  At 
shall  know  of  the  docirme  ini«ltir  U  h^^jf 
God.  There  may  be  hitherto  -onlj  a  g^fimaiH^ 
ing  of  gracious  light,  a  day  of  amall  tUags  m 
experimental  religion,  appazendj  luvdlj  nifip 
cient  to  guide  you  onward,  i  BatxemenibVy 
that  when  you  go  at  Crod'a  bidding,  aad  ii|  liba 
spirit  of  devoted  obedieneoi  you  are  jonmofiqg 
towards  that  quarter  of  your  gradona  ^"y^"^^ 
in  which  the  Sun  of  Righteonmeaa  will  noqn 
arise  upon  you,  with  healing  in  hia  winga.  fha 
promises  will  unfold  and  expand  liieinadvnn  in 
daily  increasingbeauty ;  and -fiU  yon  with 
larged  joy,  as  they  become  mora  clearly 
to  the  eye,  and  better  undetatood  by  the 
and  apprehension  of  your  fidth.  Tbat  WOid  M 
promise,  the  declaration  of  etetnal  jiiTpuMj, 
which  to-day  saith,  '<  I  will  Amo  thne  At 
land ;  '*  shall  to-morrow  apeak  more  fnlly,  and 
say  plainly,  ''  I  will  ^tw  it  thee."  Yrntt 
"  path  '*  as  ye  look  upwurds  and  tread  onwards, 
"  shall  be  like  the  shining  tight,  iMeh  MmA 
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mom  ami  wicreynto  the  perfect  day. ^  Grod  will 
appear  unto  you.  The  plain,  the  oak  of  Moreh^ 
sni  the  place  of  Sichem,  will  be  verified  in  your 
e^Mxience;  and  like  Abraniy  and  like  Jacob, 
f  oa  will  have  your  Bethel,  and  your  visions  of 
sore,  unchangeable  mercy. 

But  in  what  form,  it  may  be  asked,  was  this 
manifestation  of  Jehovah  made?  Again  we 
conccife  the  glorious  visitant  to  have  been  the 
Enential  Word  of  Ood,  before  his  Incarnation, 
thus  Tendering  Himself  vkible  to  Abram's  eye ; 
coming  thus,  as  if  to  compensate  in  some  degree 
far  the  early  darkness  of  that  covenant  of  grace, 
ilierein  the  firiend  of  God  was  instated,  and  to 
be  the  glorious  herald  of  its  future  brightness  : 
eoming  thus,  to  shew  him,  a  more  close  approx- 
iiaation,as  it  were,  of  mercy  to  him,  in  the  per- 
«m  of  its  great  Depository : — coming,  that  he 
ndgfat  thus  more  deariy  rejoice  to  see  the  day 
of  the  Son  of  man :— coming,  as  it  were,  to 
ecnmect  that  gracious  season  of  Abram's  ex- 
perience, with  his  own  hmnan  advent ;  with  his 
death  in  Abram's  nature ;  with  his  resurrection 
in  the  flesh ;  and  ascension,  in  that  glorified 
body  to  the  rigbt  hand  of  God,  as  one  with 

*  Rom.  IT.  18. 
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Abram's  seed,  and  one  with  Go!  dwir^ 
Father.  »         '!-^«'» 

'  Whether,  in  the  first  instance^  die  angtlMar 
Jehovah  visiblj  revealed  Hiiiiself  to 
or  whether  He  only  spoke  to  him  with  «A 
voice,  we  are  not  positively  told..  Bat  Ihi 
phrase  in  this  place  plainly  import^  tkatv^itt 
beheld  Him  with  his  bod^y  eyei^*  Ndwi^ 
Abram  beheld  Jehovah,  we  auiy  beetoe-Aet 
what  he  beheld  was  the  Wovd,  or  die'  Angriii  At 
by  this  Being  only  has  Jehofftk  efW 
Himself.  But  the  ordinaiy  taaOf  under 
the  Angel  appeared,  was  dntMof  m  -inisau 
natural  presumption  theEeftte*"il^-tthsA'^ 
patriarch  then  saw  Him,  under  duit  Ui^ 
figure.'^  •:      -.i.-.ioA 

And  are  not  revelations  fissmUfaBy 'mlihtf 
made  of  Himself  by  the.  Saviour  to  lufrlireilBmit 
in  the  conflict  and  tribulatioa  of  dieir 
against  sin?  When  otfaenriae  their 
would  faint  within  them,  does  not  £b 
nigh,  and  breathe  on  them  with  die  Spixit'eiJil 
consolations,  and  say,  *^  Xecehe  ye  tie  Mt^ 
Ghost,** ^  as  your  strengdi  and  comfiirtt  All 
they  not  welcomed  into  the  land  of 
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not  meiely  with  the  Yoice  of  God  rejoicing  over 
eachy  "  This  my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alipe 
agwm;  he  was  lost  and  is  found  :''^  but  in  such 
oonmunications  of  love,  such  supplies  of  spi- 
ntual  stxengthy  such  an  inpouring  of  spiritual 
peace  and  joy  to  their  hearts^  as  serve  to  con- 
fince  them,  beyond  the  gainsaying  of  the  infi- 
dd,  that  God  is  among  them  of  a  truth  ? 

The  Canaanites  saw  not  the  Lord  when  He 
appeared  unto  Abram.  And  if  the  man  of  God 
^lake  to  them  of  his  merdes  in  such  a  revela- 
tioo,  they  would  have  probably  denied  his 
WQfd,  and  acomed  him  for  an  enthusiast.  But 
na  the  visit  of  the  Eternal  Word  of  God  less 
nal  to  him,  because  of  the  unbelief  of  Canaan? 
Alnaham's  experience  and  happiness  testified 
to  the  contrary.  Ye,  to  whom  such  high,  and 
bonourable,  and  gracious  fellowship  is  a  stran- 
ger, may  hold  it  to  be  the  mere  dreaminess  of 
die  mind, ;  its  misjudged  wanderings  into  spe- 
aiktioQ;  the  unreal  inhabitancy  of  its  own 
aeation;  the  fitfulneas  of  imagination  uncon- 
tvolled  by  the  sobriety  of  a  chastened  judgment. 
But  this  is  not  the  case.    I  appeal  from  you, 

;e8,  to  those  who  have  gone 
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forth  from  their  idolatry  at  God?a  Wditing».  jfn4 
as  the  love  of  Christ  conatraiaad.  tfaraiy  lilif|i 
they  £Blt  its  power  in  their  haait  flf.  iiiiaHfr 
They  will  tell  you,  that  they. ham  thiia  mi^ilir 
ness  within  themselves  of  thai  myataiioaa  vmkm 
with  the  Lord,  which  is  the.  Boot  of  aU  holiiiaii 
virithin  them.  They  will  testify^  that  fieom  ifca 
communion  which  their  Lord  malma  wilb  liiflai» 
in  the  infinite  condescension  of  this  giaoe,  tlMj 
are  raised  above  temptatioiit  and  aftrei^tbaiifd 
for  hours  of  trial,  and  gifted  mth  piitieMS 
quietly  to  wait  upon  God^  in  die  diaehaigtt-^ 
duties,  and  amidst  all  disooungBttenla...  .Uiy 
are  thus  in  the  worlds  aa  the  ]NMdi.ia  JEbavk 
burning  with  fire,  bat  not  wmmmadt  •  f&t9 
thus  know  the  good-will*  of  Qim  nlMi  dp4i 
in  the  bush.  And  when  ti|B|r  hmm  aiff 
from  prayer,  or  gone  faidi-cftom  thn  fjiamhw 
of  holy  meditation,  in  which  these  writa<of  )ip 
have  been  vouchsafed  to  theiif  and  arkenlil 
God  hath  lifted  up  the  light  of  iua 
nance  upon  them  to  give  tfaam 
aims  have  been  strengthened  to  gtiqpple.  44M 
Satan,  and  to  wrestle  wilhsiB;  thdr  Una  liMH 
been  girded  about  with  tn|th|  their  tat/tiimi 
with  the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peaces  to 
run  the  way  of  all  relatiTe  and  aoeial  dntiesb  a 
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a  heaiveiily  mind  ;  and  to  live  above  the  world. 
lo  fict/  these  tender  conununications  of  Him- 
self and  his  love,  made  by  the  Redeemer  to  his 
disdples,  while  yet  in  the  earthly  land  of  pro- 
mise,  where  his  midertakings  in  their  behalf 
have  only  a  b^inning,  though  a  most  happy 
one,  are  the  food  and  fuel,  if  I  may  so  speak, 
of  all  experimental  religion.  If  we  would  enter 
into  its  rest,  Christ  must  be  revealed  unto  us, 
in  the  glory  of  his  person,  and  the  infinite  ful- 
nesB  and  suitableness  of  his  Almighty  deliver- 
ance. Then  only  shall  we  enter  into  the  divine 
freedom  of  the  Gospel,  and  be  vnlling  to  live 
npremely  onto  Qod.  Come  forth  then,  as  the 
word  of  Ufe  calls,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  enables 
jou,  from  the  land  of  your  idolatries.  And 
then,  from  the  time  when  you  once  set  your  feet 
nithin  the  limits  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  in  the 
foil  purpose  of  your  hearts,  shall  you  have 
visits  of  his  presence,  tokens  of  his  goodness, 
and  deep  persuasions  of  his  faithful  promises  in 
Christ  Jesus,  whereby  you  shall  be  led  in  bonds 
of  love.  You  will  have  the  dearest  and  the 
mightiest  of  all  impulses,  by  which  man's  heart 
cm  be  solicited  towards  that  kingdom  of  the 
ttints,  wherein  the  sceptre  of  Immanuel  shall 
govern  a  reafan  untroubled  by  a  single  rebel- 
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liotts  thought,  and  hii 
and  priests  unto  Gbdf  ilidl'^M|€j  tlMir  £ 
viour*s  presence  witfaout  a  dond^  «dd  in  d 
glorious  union  obtain  tlw'fidiiM^  joj  dml 

at  God's  right  hand  for 
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THE   TENT    AND   THE    ALTAR. 


GENESIS  XII.  7,  a 

^'O^  BCILfilD  HX  AN  ALTAR  UNTO  THB  LoRD,  WHO  APPKARKD 

^^  BOL   And  hx  xrxovxd  from  thkncb  unto  a  moun- 
'^  osr  nn  xast  sidx  or  Bxthkl,  and  pitchrd  his  tent, 

^mo  filTHSL  ON  THX  WB8T,  AND  HaI  ON  THX  XA8T  '. 
*Xb  iHiu  BUILDKD  HX  AN  ALTAR  UNTO  THX  LORD,  AND 
^UID  UPON  THX  NAM X  OP  THB  LORD. 

^^K  gracious  and  happy  correspondence  with 
^Ten,  enjoyed  by  Abram,  as  the  friend  of 
^,  was  commenced  very  early  in  his  pilgrim- 
^  of  faith;  and  continued  with  increasing 
^'oseness  and  endearment  imto  the  end.  He 
^  no  sooner  entered  within  the  land  of 
^^anaan,  and  seen  the  character  of  those  among 
^bom  he  was  called  to  sojourn,  than  the  Lord 
appeared  unto  him,  gave  him  welcome  thither, 
^  promised  to  bestow  the  country  upon  his 
>eed,  both  as  a  real  and  typical  possession. 
That  act  of  condescending  love  was  immediately 
acknowledged  by  a  most  decided  exhibition  of 
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ho!y  gratitude,  and  an  ample  pledge  of  fatuiv 
devotedness.  There  builded  he  an  altar  unto 
Jehovah  who  appeared  unto  him. 

This  spiritual  reciprocity  between  God 
the  soul,  forms  the  law  and  happiness  of  Christ' 
ian  life.  A  more  important  subject  than  that 
which  it  involves,  cannot  possibly  be  laid  before 
our  minds.  If  we  are  to  look  at  the  lent  of 
Abram,  as  the  pattern,  whereby  to  form  our 
own  domestic  arrangements,  in  the  spirit 
power  of  his  simple  faith,  we  must  also  adopt 
his  altar,  as  the  model  of  our  family  den*^ 
tion.  Nay,  I  am  entirely  persuaded,  that 
where  personal  religion  exists  at  all,  in  the 
reality  and  power  of  God's  life-giving  Spirit,, 
there  will  be  not  only  a  strong  desire,  bi 
a  gracious  determination,  among  those  wl 
rule  in  families,  to  acknowledge  Him  in  soci 
wors}iip :  oven  as  David  returned,  not  merely 
from  the  ordinary  duties  of  his  high  station^ 
but  from  the  most  sacred  of  ail  employnieiii 
that  of  bringing  hack  the  ark  of  God, .to  blew 
his  household.'  May  that  adorable  Jehovall 
who  is  not  only  the  God  of  the  spirits  of  all 
flesh,  but  the  God  who  setteth  the  solitary  ia 
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famifies,  attend  us  with  his  grace^  and  enable 

IB  to  profit  by  this  inspired  record  of  his  faithful 

seiTuit's  domestic  zeal   and  love !     I  propose 

tlierefore,  to  direct  attention  to  the  Import- 

.4irc£  of  a  Family  Altar,  as  erected  to  the 

iumour  and  worship  of  Jehovah  bj  the  father 

ofthe&ithfuL 

I.  In  a  general  view  of  the  subject. 

It  11  man's  dearest  privilege,  as  well  as  his 

highest  duty,  regarding  himself  with  relation  to 

God*s  levealed  gospel,  that  he  should  connect 

all  the  circumstances,  periods,  duties,  trials  or 

enjojments  of  life,  with  that  adorable  Being 

vhose  he  is,  and  whom  he  ought  to  serve. 

Thus  did   Abram;  and  thereby  he   enhanced 

ereiy  providential  blessing  ;  found  every  afflic- 

tba  lightened ;  and  dwelt  habitually  in  heaven. 

Uns  gracious  association,  was  the  golden  thread 

that  ran  through  every  part  of  his  conduct,  and 

connected  it  in  a  beautiful   and   harmonious 

whcde  with  God's  will,  and  therefore  with  his 

own  highest  happiness.     It  was   the  opening 

act  of  his  arrival  within  the  borders  of  Canaan, 

and  thus, 

(1.)  He  took  the  most  fitting  and  sure  posses- 
Mon  of  the  promised  land.  When  the  naviga- 
tors of  modem  times  have  been  providentially 

M  2 
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directed  to  countries,  before  unvisited  and  un- 
known, it  has  always  been  their  practice,  to  un^ 
furl  the  banner  of  tlie  prince  who  sent  tbettf 
forth,  and  for  whose  honour  they  were  i 
ployed ;  and  to  take  possesuon  of  the  r 
discovery  in  his  name  and  for  his  service.  Iq 
this  manner  some  of  those  places,  which  ) 
times  past  have  been,  and  some  which  yet  fbn[ 
the  most  important  settlements  of  Orest  Britaia 
have  been  attached  to  its  crown,  and  nude  t 
form  part  of  its  empire.  In  some  instances  m 
act  of  religious  worship  has  formed  part  of  thil 
ceremonial;  but  it  is  sad  to  think  that  Pro 
testant  England,  has  been  in  these  respect 
surpassed  by  the  followers  of  the  Church  e 
Rome.  The  earlier  servants  of  God  had  i 
better  mode  of  entering  upon  the  possession 
whither  his  divine  providence  had  led  thei 
and  in  which  his  undeserved  goodness  bad  iiii> 
stated  them.  Thus,  when  the  ark  rested  upOQ 
Mount  Ararat,  and  the  waters  passed  away 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  Noah  came  fortft 
&om  his  refuge,  at  God's  bidding :  and  the  fiiVl 
act,  whereby  the  gracious  thankfulness  of  fa 
soul  had  its  manifestation,  was  to  build  an  altu 
upon  the  soU,  still  wet  with  the  waters  of  the 
deluge  i  to  take  of  every  dean  beast,  and  d 
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cYery  dean  fowl,  and  to  offer  a  burnt-offering  on 
tbeaftar.  God^s  blessing  followed  this  grateful 
act  of  a  devotion,  which  his  own  Almighty  grace 
had  iDq>ired.  "  The  Lord  smelted  a  sweet  sa- 
ttmr,  or  a  savour  of  rest;  and  the  Lord  said  in 
Ui  heart f  I  will  not  again  curse  the  ground  any 
more  for  matCs  sake  ;  neither  will  I  again  smite 
any  more  every  living  thing ^  as  I  have  done.^'  ^ 
Even  90  did  Abram.  God  had  lately  shewn  ; 
and  now  the  same  faithftil  God  had  given  him 
Canaan.  In  what  manner  therefore  doth  he 
take  leisin  and  possession  of  this  heritage^  made 
his  own  in  the  absolute  freeness  of  mercy  ?  He 
builds  no  lofty  tower  upon  the  plain  of  Moreh, 
whose  top  should  reach  to  heaven,  as  did  they 
of  Babel.  He  takes  not  advantage  of  the 
mountain,  whither  he  afterwards  removed,  to 
erect  a  dwelling,  which  might  be  seen  far  and 
wide  to  his  honour.  He  does  not  enter  upon 
bis  heritage,  by  building  and  occupying  a  house ; 
it  if  that  measure,  were  the  establishment  of 
his  <*lAfnn  in  the  most  befitting  manner.  How 
then  doth  he  possess  Canaan  ?  Even  before 
the  tent  is  pitched — even  before  any  acconmio- 
dition  is  provided  for  himself,  or.  those  around 
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him,  he  builds  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  who  hatl 
appeared  unto  him.  God's  gift  to  liiin,  God'i 
welcome,  as  he  enters  upon  the  gift,  must  botlt 
be  acknowledged.  So  did  David  in  after  timeai 
"  He  sware  unto  the  Lord,  and  vowed  unto  tht 
mighly  God  of  Jacob,  Surely  I  tcill  not  come  i; 
the  tabernacle  of  my  fiome,  nor  go  up  into  mjf 
bed,  I  will  not  give  sleep  to  mine  eyes,  noi-si 
ber  to  mine  eyelids,  until  I  find  out  a  place  /flf 
the  Lord,  an  habitation  for  the  mighty  Godl^ 
Jacob." '  It  was  even  a  heathen  practice  bt 
build  a  temple,  while  the  walls  of  the  city  roaft 
around  it ;  to  connect  these  outward  defences 
with  the  sanctuary,  by  cords,  and  so  witli  thti 
false  deity  who  was  supposed  to  inhabit  it. 
And  we  can  be  placed  in  no  circunistanceSt 
where  the  divine  glory  is  not  the  first  pointy 
towards  which  our  minds  should  be  directed* 
The  all-wise  Prophet  of  the  church  has  taught 
us  what  should  lead,  and  what  should  follow  h 
our  prayers.  "  Hallowed  he  thy  name  ;  Tk^ 
kingdom  conte  ;  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth,  otU 
is  in  heaven,"  These  are  tlie  first  pctitiool 
wherewith  to  seek  the  throne  of  grace  j  an 
then  we  are  Qommanded  to  bring  thither  thoi 
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which  concern  oxir  own   temporal  and  spiritual 
need    And  why?     Simply  because  the  glory 
of  God  in  Christ,  as  the  Father  of  the  redeemed 
ffid  elect  Churchy  is  the  great  point  of  conver- 
gency  to  every  desire  of  its  members,  when  their 
ijes  are  opened  to  know  that  glory  in  redemp- 
tion.  And  as  those  desires  tend  thither,  they 
cunry  with  them  the  assurance  of  heard  and 
answered  prayer,  for  every  other  subject,  on  be- 
half of  which  it  can  be  exercised. 

Abram  pitched  his  tent,  but  built  his  altar. 
When  it  was  needful  to  provide  himself  with 
shelter,  a  frail  covering  suffices  for  the  pilgrim 
of  a  day,  who  must  live  as  a  wayfaring  man. 
But  the  honour  of  the  everlasting  God  demands 
more  pains,  and  more  stability  for  the  place  of 
his  presence.  And  if  it  were  thus  indeed  with 
ourselves;  if  having  food,  and  raiment,  and 
koiises  wherein  to  live,  instead  of  being  so  an- 
xious that  they  should  be  ceiled  with  cedar,  and 
painted  with  vermilion,  we  were  more  fitly  soli- 
citous to  raise  the  altar  of  family  religion  ;  to 
give  our  main  care  and  effort  to  the  glory  of 
God;  to  establish  his  worship,  not  merely  indi- 
vidually within  the  dwellings  of  our  hearts,  but 
unitedly  within  the  walls  of  our  habitations, 
there  would  be  a  high  and  fruitful  state  of  pri- 
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vate,  public,  national  religion  among  us,  which 
now  we  cannot  see.  Our  luxurious  sclfislmee 
can  only  thus  be  corrected,  Only  thus  can  w 
escape  the  reproach,  which  should  be  aa  bitter, 
as  it  is  alaa,  we!!  deserved,  of  seeing  our  owi 
spiritual  barrenness  in  evangelical  holiness  am 
blessedness,  compared  with  the  spiritual  fruit 
fulness  of  those,  who  served  God  in  the  oarlietf 
ages  of  his  church,  and  on  whom,  the  dew  of  hi 
blessing  was  so  abundantly  poured  from  th( 
fountain  of  the  Eternal  Spirit.  How  delight 
ful,  how  happy  would  be  the  spectacle,  if  everj 
mercy  put  into  our  hands  by  Grod,  were  regardei 
as  a  first  fruit  of  the  promises  made  by  his  ba 
love  in  Christ  Jesus,  whether  for  body  or  soul 
for  ourselves  or  those  most  dear  unto  us;  a 
so  were  sanctified  by  the  word  of  God  a 
prayer !  It  would  indeed  be  well,  if  we  a 
they  were  dedicated  to  Him.  And  if  we  alwaj 
took  possession  of  a  new  habitation)  by  erectu 
God's  altar  within  it :  we  should  thus  link  it 
those  designs  of  unchanging  love,  which  give  ti 
the  children  of  salvation  all  present  dispensi 
tions,  as  parts  of  their  abiding  heritage  in  t 
covenant  of  love,  sealed  and  made  sure  by  t 
blood  of  Christ. 

But  the  instances  of  this  holy  dedica^on  as 
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rare  among  us.  Who  shall  say^  that  while  he 
lias  e&tered  upon  a  new  hahitation,  even  after 
hsmg  made  eveiy  provision  for  bodily  comfort, 
tltttart  could  devise  or  his  resources  furnish,  he 
hith  not  fioigotten  to  bring  God  within  his 
doors;  to  provide  for  his  worship,  and  to  make 
a  solemn  surrender  of  the  whole  settlement, 
with  all  hopes,  desires,  and  anticipations  at- 
tached to  it ;  that  it  might  be  employed  in  pro- 
moting the  honour  of  Jehovah,  Father,  Son, 
and  Hcij  Ghost,  the  universal  Sovereign  of  the 
Church  and  of  the  world  ?  Contrary  instances 
are  afflictingly  numerous,  of  those  who  pro- 
fessing to  worship  Gt>d,  professing  to  depend 
vfoa  lus  providence,  and  to  seek  the  salvation 
of  his  Gospel,  enter  upon  their  houses,  and  upon 
dieir  inheritances,  to  lie  down  and  to  rise,  to  go 
in  and  out,  to  eat,  to  drink,  and  to  be  filled 
with  abused  abundance,  no  more  recking  or 
regarding  God,  who  gives  this  plenty,  than  the 
skeep,  when  they  go  with  the  eagerness  of  mere 
animal  instinct  to  their  fold,  or  the  herd,  when 
they  seek  food  and  fodder  in  their  stall.  The 
ox  indeed  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  ass  his 
master's  crib  :  but  lehovah,  man*s  Lord,  Ma- 
ker, and  Provider,  man's  Saviour  and  only  Hope, 
hath  been  compelled  to  say   to   his  professing 

M  5 
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worshippers,  "  Israel  doth  not  know,  my  peo- 
ple doth  not  consider."  "  J7«y  Ane«p  not  thai  t 
gate  them  their  com  and  their  wine,  and  their 
oil,  which  they  prepared  for  Baal,"  '  "  7^ 
tabret,  the  pipe  and  wine  are  in  our  feasts;  6irf 
we  regard  not  the  work  of  the  Lord,  neither 
consider  the  operation  of  his  hands."*  Were 
the  altar  however,  erected  to  the  worship  oi 
God,  as  the  first  and  immeasurabl}'  the  moat 
needful  duty  of  every  man,  when  he  enters 
upon  a  new  habitation,  and  a  new  sphere  ol 
obligations — were  the  spiritual  worship  of  Je- 
hovah, made  the  first  connecting  act  of  ever) 
providential  appointment  vHth  Himself  and  his 
glory,  then  might  it  be  hoped,  on  sure  ami 
scriptural  ground,  that  there  would  be  a  aoul, 
if  I  may  so  speak,  in  the  body  of  every  tempo- 
ral mercy.  Every  spiritual  blessing,  would 
come  with  an  infinite  addition  of  sweetness 
poured  into  it,  by  the  presence  and  manifested 
love  of  God  in  Christ. 

(2.)  A  family  altar  was  an  important  requi- 
site in,  or  near  the  lentofAbram;  beeanse  U 
acknowledged  the  great  doctrine  of  an  atonement 
for  sin.     When  Noah,   as  we  have  seen,  fc 
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an  litar  upon  the   earth,   which^  according  to 

diTiDe  command  he  was  to  renew,  to  replenish, 

md  to  possess,  he  offered  sacrifice  upon  it  unto 

ike  most  High  God.     The  same  significant  rite 

had  been  long  before  practised  by  Abel ;  and, 

almost    beyond  doubt,  by  our  first    parents, 

vhen  the  fsdl  and  ruin  of  mankind   had  been 

concaved  and  brought  forth,  by  their  rebellion 

against  their  Maker ;  and  with  it  the  necessity 

ofaTic&rioua  atonement  for  sin.     There  is  no 

het  mare  notorious,   upon   the  testimony  both 

of  pro&ne  and  sacred  history,  than  that  of  the 

notion,  almost  universally  entertained  by  Jews 

and  Heathens,  before  the  advent  of  our  Lord, 

that  the  displeasure  of  an  offended  God,  was  to 

be  averted  by  the  sacrifice  of  an  animal ;  and 

that  to  the  shedding  of  its  blood  they  imputed 

their  pardcm   and   reconciUation.     Now  upon 

what  principle   is    this    wide   spread  belief — 

eoeval  with  the  world's  history,  to  be  explained? 

The  practice  of  animal  sacrifice  did  not  obtain 

fiom  reason ;  for  no  reasonable  notions  of  God, 

coold  teach  men  that  He  could  possibly  delight 

in  blood,  or  in  the  fat  of  slain  beasts.     Nor 

can  it  be  aaid,  that  we  have  any  natural  instinct 

to  gratify,  in   spilling  the  blood  of  an  innocent 

creature.     Nor  could  there  be  any  temptation 
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from  appetite  thus  lo  act;  when  the  whtd«j 
sacrifice  was  consuined  by  fire ;  or,  if  it  t 
not,  when  men  wfaoDy  abstained  from  flesh  a» 
their  food.  In  &ct,  the  destruction  of  innocent) 
and  usefiil  creatures,  is  evidently  ag^nst  man's 
nature,  his  reason,  and  his  interest.  Every  view, 
we  take  of  sacrifice,  as  a  human  ap|M)intments: 
seems  to  involTO  us  in  the  most  serious  and  i] 
extricable  difficulties.  Sacrifices,  therefore,  mu 
have  originated  in  an  authority,  of  which  tha. 
influence  was  as  powerful,  as  tlie  pracdce  v 
universal — that  is,  in  tlie  authority  of  God,  th* 
Sovereign  of  the  world.' 

The  sacrlflce  of  Abet,  is  in  itself  a  strong,  ii 
not  an  invincible  ai^uinent,  that  tlic  rite  was 
instituted  by  the  Most  High  Himself;  and  had 
by  consequence,  a  typical  reference  to  some  fu- 
ture and  nobler  offering,  which  should  be  made 
to  Him  by  blood.  Tbat  sacrifice  could  not  have 
been  acceptable,  save  by  divine  appointment 
according  to  the  obvious  maxim  of  all  true  re- 
ligion, "  In  vain  do  they  worship  God,  teach- 
ing for  doctrines  the  commandments  of  men." 
Abel,  therefore,  must  have  worshipped  God  in 
vain,  if  his  sacrifice  of  the  firstlings  of  his  flock 

■  Mtgee  on  tl»  Atoucmmt  and  Sacrifice,  VaL  II.  Pui  I.  p, 
!8,lMlIallctiDU«>t,p.43. 
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had  been  either  liis  own  inyentiony  or  the  ccnn- 
maDd  of  his  father  Adam.  But  it  was  accepted 
ofGod,  who  testified  of  his  gifts:  and  there- 
fine  the  point  is  settled.  Indeed,  God  Himself 
appears  to  have  commanded  Adam  after  the  fall, 
to  shed  the  blood  of  innocent  animals^  and  to 
eonsume  the  whole,  or  a  portion  of  the  flesh ; 
ia  token  that  the  worshipper's  sin  deserved  the 
punishment  of  death,  even  the  death  of  an  ever- 
lasting destruction  to  body  and  soul.  Yet  that 
mercjr  had  provided  a  way  (^escape  in  the  pure 
sacrifice  of  Him,  who  through  the  Eternal 
Spirit  offered  Himself  without  spot  to  God,  as 
ifiill,  perfect,  and  suflident  Sacrifice,  Oblation, 
and  Satisfaction  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world. 
Abel  came  in  fidth,  thus  looking  unto  Jesus  the 
universal  Propitiation  for  sin,  and  its  infinitely 
efficacious  atonement.  He  sought  mercy  in  the 
bk>odofthe  Lamb  of  God;  his  faith  was  ac- 
counted unto  him  for  righteousness ;  and  he 
had  this  testimony,  that  he  pleased  God. 
Such  had  been  the  sacrifice  of  Noah  :  for  when 
God  smelled  the  savour  of  rest,  and  pronounced 
the  Uessing,  it  was  not  for  the  blood  of  bulls 
and  of  goats,  with  which,  in  its  abstract  worth- 
lessness,  his  wrath  could  be  appeased,  or  his 
bleasing  obtained  ;  but  as  it  typified  the  blood 
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of  Christ.  Of  the  same  natan  mm  iSm  pupon, 
for  which  Abram  built  lii»  aksr  in  to  muj 
instances : — ^first  in  the  plain  of  Motehy  then 
upon  the  mountain  near  to  Bethel;  neoct  in  the 
same  place^  after  his  Egyptian  aqjonm;  after- 
wards in  the  plain  of  Manure,  whieh  ia  in  He- 
bron ;  not  to  mention  the  grove,  whieh  many 
years  later  he  planted  in  Beeidiebay  wheve  he 
called  upon  the  name  of  the.Lovd,  the  ewr- 
lasting  God.1 

Abram's  eyes  had  been  abeadj  c^Moad  by 
faith  to  see  something  of  the  gloiioua  pemm, 
and  mediatorial  work  of  that  promised  aeed,  in 
whom  he  and  all  nations  of  the  earth  wexe  to 
blessed.  That  altar  therefine,  waa  not  made 
for  mere  thank-offerings,  or  expieeaiona  of  Bab- 
mission  to  providential  anangementk .  It  had 
a  higher,  and  a  more  blessed  lefiBience.     It 

*  *•  Abram  built  hb  altan,  not  uto  Ood,  whom  m  aift 
teen  at  any  time,  but  unto  the  Loid  whoaspfmni  iivto  Idn^  Ml 
in  all  the  accounts  which  we  have  of  hia  pnjMi,  we  fioA  lk|f 
were  offered  up  in  the  name  of  this  Lad.  TkM|  at  BNOiUi^  Ihi 
invoked,  in  the  name  of  JehoTili,  lln  FiwlMJllf  Qui  (0« 
XXL  33w)  Our  English  translation  rmj  nriimir|Mly  nadm  Iht 
phice,  **  he  called  on  the  name  of  Jehorali :  **  Imt  th*  oi%iHl  n^ 
pression  never  signifies  to  call  tipom  liha  mmo  ;  l«l  to  laflte  di 
the  name  *,  and  seems  to  be  used  iriuN  dtt  tmi  Wib%ffliif 
God  offered  their  prayers  in  the  name  if  dtttnt  Haditfor;  m 
where  the  idoUtors  offered  their  pnjfen  m  dta  wmmot 
deities.*— Shnckfbrd*s  Connexion ,  L  p.  ML 
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meiDt,  as  the  ^ctim  bled,  died^  and  was  con- 
mmed  by  fire  upon  it,  to  bring  Abram  and  his 
&iiiilj  before  God  as  sinners,  righteously  con- 
demned, having  no  hope  of  escape  in  themselves, 
and  no  quarter  of  the  world,  and  no  arm  of  man, 
and  no  device  of  angel,  whither  they  could  turn 
with  the  least  expectation  of  deliverance,  from 
the  deserved  wrath  of  the  Most  High.  It  was 
meant  to  testify  on  his  own  behalf,  and  on  be- 
half of  those  around  him,  (professors  of  the 
same  worship,  and  followers  of  the  same  God,) 
that  he  looked  to  one  source  of  help  and  hope  ; 
that  he  beheld  by  faith  "  the  Lamb  of  God 
thattaketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world:  "  and 
cast  himself,  and  his  soul,  with  all  its  sins,  and 
all  its  need  of  mercy,  upon  that  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  which  cleanseth  from  all  sin.  Whenever 
a  revelation  was  vouchsafed  to  him,  and  in 
eveiy  place  where  he  sojourned,  we  find  him 
huilding  an  altar  to  Jehovah ;  thus  marking  the 
importance  which  he  constantly  attached  to  the 
instituted  rite,  whereby  the  great  sin-ofiering 
and  atonement  were  prefigured.  These  altars 
exhibit  Abram's  persuasion  of  the  great  scrip- 
tural maxim,  known  and  felt  as  containing  the 
germ,  and  essence  of  all  redemption,  revealed 
to,  and  recognized  by  the  faithful,  that  *^  with- 
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out  the  shedding  of  blood  ii  no  rgwifiion,'*^ 
The  building  of  an  altar,  was  a  profiMaiop  of 
faith,  the  rehearsal  of  the  patriaxehal  creed* 
The  act  of  sacrificing,  was  virtiially  the  Tpnjer 
of  our  church,  wherein  we  say  in  language, 
second  only  to  that  supplied  by  the  inspizaticin 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  *  O  Lordf  the  only  be- 
gotten Son  Jesus  Christ,  O  Lord  God,  Lamb 
of  God,  Son  of  the  Father,  that  takest  awmy  the 
sins  of  the  world,  have  merqjr  upon  ns.'  *  In 
such  a  spirit  did  the  patriarch  Job  intercede  fi>r 
his  family.  "  He  rose  up  early  in  the  morn- 
ing when  the  days  of  the  feasting  of  his  mmis 
were  gone  about,  and  offered  burnt-offerings, 
according  to  the  number  of  them  all;  fisr  Job 
said,  *'  It  may  be  that  my  som  AoM  skmed  ami 
cursed  God  in  their  hearts*  Hisu  did  Job  eo»- 
tinuallyy^  And  in  this  acknowledgment,  con- 
sists the  very  first  element  of  all  true  and 
acceptable  family  worship.  The  altar  of  prayer, 
which  may  be  set  up,  without  a  full  and  mize« 
served  confession  of  fiunily,  as  .well  asindividn^ 
guilt,  and  without  a  reference  to  the  needfid 
atonement  of  Christ  upon  the  cross,  in  older 

'  He1k.ix.S2. 
'  Biddnlph'fe  ThDolofij  of  t&«  Plrtrincb,  H.  pw  lift. 

•JobLS. 
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to  bmy  the  guilt,  and  wash  away  the  stain  of  sin 
(otef&,  isnot  the  altar  of  scriptural  requirement. 
God  wiU  have  no  respect  to  it :  and  the  offerer's 
ml  will  be  defiled  with  the  additional  pollu- 
tion of  iniquity,  even  in  holy  things. 

Saperstition,  may  build  an  altar  after  its  own 
form,  dedicated  with  no  more  of  the  zeal  which 
is  according  to  knowledge,  than  the  Athenians 
inscribed  that  which  Paul  saw  *'  To  the  Unknown 
God/' — and  superstition  may  make  such  offer- 
ings, as  ita  own  delusions  have  imagined  fitting : 
but  these  are  altars  and  sacrifices,  not  made  to 
the  Moat  High,  for  pardon  through  the  propi- 
tiation of  Christ ;  and  therefore  they  are  mere 
erections  of  the  heart's  idolatry.  They  are  the 
I^arisees'  proud  self-worship  in  the  temple. 
They  are  the  blind  and  the  lame,  out  of  the 
flock  of  a  complacent  persuasion  of  self-iighte- 
onsness.  They  are  mere  cold  confessions  of 
obligation  to  God,  for  bestowments  of  providen- 
tial good.  They  are  any  thing  and  every  thing, 
except  the  sacrifice  demanded  by  Jehovah, — a 
confession  of  sin,  an  acknowledgement  of  the 
righteousness  and  justice  of  everlasting  death 
npon  the  o£Eender*s  body  and  soul,  for  his  trans- 
gressions ;  and  the  laying  of  a  believing,  cling- 
ing, dasping  hand  upon  the  head  of  the  victim. 
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who  bore  the  tremendous  burden  of  a  world'* 
sin  up<Mi  die  cross,  and  died  for  its  redemptjoa^ 
But  that  altar,  wliose  erection  God  will  bless 
every  Eamilj,  is  the  altar,  where  Ue  is  sought 
by  the  new  and  livinir  way  into  the  holiest 
through  the  blood  of  Christ.  Faith  caiiuot  stir 
one  step  towards  God  with  hope,  except  it 
first  sees  the  sprinkled  mercy-seat,  and  book  ol 
the  law ;  and  feuls  the  worshipper's  heut 
sprinkled  also  with  the  atonement  ol'  tlie  cross.. 
Here  then,  ia  the  mirror  wherein  to  examine 
our  iamily  reli^ou, — if  indeed  family  religioOi 
be  not  altogether  a  stranger  to  our  habitations^ 
if  we  are  not  lit'ing  without  God  in  the  world. 
Have  we  learned  that  great  and  momcntotu 
doctrine  of  atonement,  so  early  revealed  to 
Abram,  and  so  familiar  to  the  whole  gcaaooB 
and  happy  experience  of  his  life  of  faith  t 
How  do  we  assemble  around  the  family  altart 
Merely  as  depeEduiits  on  God's  providence, 
as  the  needy  and  urgent  petitioners  also,  for  th». 
rich  blessings  of  his  pardoning  grace  and  loveti 
Are  our  hearts  so  subdued  by  tlio  sin-couvindiif 
Spirit  of  God,  so  truly  cast  into  the  doptlis  of 
conadous  guilt  before  Him,  so  fully  and  awfuUjK 
persuaded  of  the  light  in  which  his  absoluts 
purity,  and  the  lighteous  administration  of 
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perfect  law  places  sin,  and  those  who  commit  it, — 
(thatisy  til  men  who  ever  lived,)  as  to  know  that 
veoust  plead  for  mercy,  and  not  challenge  the 
nnvard  of  justice,  on  the  groimd  of  personal 
obedience  to  the  law  ?  Or  are  we  without  this 
lease  of  guiltiness,  this  conviction  of  a  sinner*s 
rightful  portion  from  an  offended  God  ?  Do 
we  come  to  Him  in  the  way  of  scriptural  ap* 
proach;  taking  refuge  in  the  atonement,  and 
resting  every  hope  upon  the  preciousness  of 
our  Lord's  death  and  passion  ?  Or,  do  we  come 
with  the  solemn  mockery  of  a  worship  that 
merely  owns  a  God  of  providence,  but  sees  Him 
not  as  an  avenger  of  evil,  and  yet  as  laying  upon 
his  own  Incarnate  Son  the  iniquity  of  us  all? 
Cain  was  the  first  infidel  that  built  an  altar, 
and  offered  upon  it  to  the  Lord ;  and  because 
he  offered  not  vicarious  blood,  and  would  not 
idmit  his  need  of  the  Fountain  opened  for  sin 
and  fiir  uncleanness,  his  oblation  was  rejected. 
Similar  oblations  have  been  presented  before 
God,  in  the  philosophical  infidelity  that  denies 
atonement ;  thrusts  God  in  Christ  Jesus  who 
made  it,  from  his  own  work  of  unimaginable 
lore  in  redemption ;  and  denies  the  whole  doc- 
trine of  thecross,  as  a  doctrine  of  ignorant  super- 
itition.  When  wc  build  the  altar,  whether  in  our 


personal  or  family  religion,  we  must  take  that 
one  simple,  massive,  unhewn  stone, — the  tried 
and  sure  Corner-stone,  akeady  laid  by  Jehovah 
in  the  Zion  of  hia  Church, — "  God  purchasing 
the  Church  with  his  own  blood."  We  must 
begin,  continue,  and  end  every  approach  to  the 
mercy-seat  witli  his  propitiation.  We  muiC 
bring  that  purchase-price,  with  aU  its  unimagi- 
nable merit  before  the  tiirone  of  God;  and  we 
shall  find  it  to  be  indeed  the  royal  seat  of  ten- 
derness and  love.  We  have  then,  an  open  door 
to  the  Father's  heart  and  the  Father's  grace.. 
Wliile  sin  remains  upon  our  souls,  we 
make  no  acceptable  approach  to  a  holy  God, 
whether  in  individual  or  family  worship.  Jesui 
Christ  came  to  take  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  a£ 
Himself.  Go  we  then,  and  lay  our  transgres- 
sions upon  Him.  Then  may  we  use  the  alta£ 
us  an  altar  of  incense  in  prayer.  Then  may  w 
use  it  for  our  thauk-ofTciiug  of  gladness,  i 
reconciled  unto  God  by  the  expiation  of  h 
^on ;  prepared  to  ask  in  filial  assurance  of  hop^ 
according  to  his  will ;  and  knowing  that  He  will 
hear  us,  answer  us,  and  bless  us,  among  thttf 
great  and  happy  congregation  of  his  saint^ 
"  tvho  shall  have  washed  their  robes  and  maJu 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb." ' 


SERMON  XII. 


THE  IMMEDIATE    INFLUENCE   OF    FAMILY 

RELIGION. 

GENESIS  XII.  7,  8. 

TnU  BTILDBD  HX  AX  ALTAR  UNTO  TUB  LORD,  WHO  AP- 
lAlID  U7CT0  Hm.  And  HS  RXSfOVSD  PROM  THINGS  UNTO 
A  MMJirrADV  ON  T0X  RAST  OF  BbTHRL,  AND  PTTCHRD  HIS 
TBir,  HAVnVG  BSTBXL  ON  THB  WbST,  AND  HaI  ON  THB 
BUT  ;  AND  THRU  HR  RUILDRD  AN  ALTAR  UNTO  THR  LoRD, 
AMD  GALLRD  UPON  THR  NAJIR  OF  THR  LORD. 

It  is  not  only  one  of  the  many,  but  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  methods,  in  which  the  spirit  of 
darimess  and  delusion,  brought  by  original  sin 
upon  the  mind,  works  against  the  salvation  of 
men,  that  it  will  allow  them  to  admit  a  general 
rale  of  conduct,  in  the  length  and  breadth  of 
its  requirement,  but  yet  to  produce  reasons, 
why  It  may  be  transgressed  in  the  objector's 
peculiar  circumstances,  or  so  modified  and 
diluted  in  the  obedience,  as  to  become  a  mere 
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dead  letter,  and  mockery  of  the  living  reality. 
Now,  as  we  partake  the  common  lot  of  a  fidkn 
humanity,  so  we  are  not  exempted  from  the 
conunon  delusion.     Its  very  extoit  and  p«il. 
are  however  reasons,  why  the  tpiritual  watdi 
men  of  our  Zion,  as  they  take  their  roonda  dm    j 
her  battlements,  and  ascend  their  towen  of  '^\ 
affectionately  jealous  observation,  to  tf^rmmmm 
where  the  enemy  of  the  city  of  God  makes  Ui 
most  fierce  or  most  subtle  onsets,  should  ptf   \ 
the  inhabitants  upon  their  guard,  awaken  Iks  i 
slumberers  to  watch  and  pray,  lest  they  ente  ' 
into  temptation;    and  bid  those  who  have  a 
name  to  live,  while  they  are  dead,  arise  and  esB 


upon  their  God  for  mercy.    It  must  not  iimn'  i 


fore  suffice,  to  have  shewn  something  gemaaSj 
of  the  momentous  character  of  that  awfidly 
neglected  duty  o{ family  ufcrMp;  and  theitt-io 
break  off,  as  though  the  bare  mentiaii  af  it 
were  enough.  Some  persons  may  admit  As 
truth  of  the  preceding  remarks.  Theie:msgf 
be  a  voice  awakened  within  some  heart  to  >aBy 
concerning  what  has  been  alzeadj  statodt  "JBt 
word  of  the  Lord  in  thy  moiUk  u  tnUkJ*  *  Ami 
yet  such  an  individual  may  be  tumii^ 

'  1  King!  xvfi.  9ft. 
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upon  that  secret  pleader,  and  adding,  as  some 
^ncied  hindrance  presents  itself  to  his  mind, 
"  Go  thy  way  for  this  time ;  when  I  have  a 
canement  season^  I  will  call  far  thee.*'^  I  pro- 
ceed then  to  notice, 

IL  The  importance  of  a  family  altar 

TO  THOSE   WITHIN    THE   TENT. 

Amidst  the  many  considerations  that  press 
upon  the  mind,  as  soon  as  the  all-important 
subject  is  brought  before  it,  our  difficulty  must 
be,  not  to  embrace  the  overpowering  whole; 
but  to  select  a  Fery  few  of  the  most  simple  and 
obnous,  lay  them  before  you,  and  pray  that 
God's  Almighty  Spirit  may  write  them  in  power 
npon  your  hearts.  It  may  therefore  be  ob- 
senred, 

(1.)  That  the  duty  of  family  worship  is  a 
wteessary  deduction  from  the  very  first  ohliga- 
Oons  of  personal  religion.  So  long  as  a  man  is 
contented  to  live,  as  though  there  were  no 
mrard  for  the  righteous,  no  God  that  judgeth 
in  the  earth ;  so  long  as  he  loves  darkness  rather 
than  light,  unbelief  than  the  £uth  that  brings 
iahation,  with  its  glorious  author  to  the  heart : 
so  long  as  a  man  is  both  supplicant  and  idol, 

*  Act!  xiif.  25. 
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worshipper  and  deity  to  himselfi  it  would  be  a 
mere  and  absolute  contradiction  to  expect,  that 
his  mind  should  open  to  the  daims  of  £umly 
religion.  Such  an  interest  would  involve  M 
great  a  moral  contradiction,  as  it  would  be  a 
contradiction  of  natural  laws,  that  a  stone 
thrown  into  the  water,  should  make  the  zemote 
circles  strong  and  well-defined,  while  there  was 
no  vibration  of  the  surface  in  immediate  con- 
tact with  itself.  But  when  the  Holy  Ohoat 
hath  touched  the  man, — ^when  he  has  leamed 
the  misery  of  sin,  and  the  preciouanesa  of -a 
Saviour, — when  salvation  in  Christ  hath  been 
revealed  to  him,  and  he  knows  that  he  la  not 
his  own,  but  bought  with  a  price,  and  mnak 
therefore  glorify  God  in  his  body,  and  in  his. 
spirit  which  are  God's,  the  obligationa  of  fvfa* 
tive  as  well  as  personal  religion  must  be  boond 
strongly  and  abidingly  around  his  heart.  Then 
he  can  hardly  remain  ignorant  that  he  is 
cemed  with  God,  concerned  with  his 
deemer,  concerned  with  the  Holy  Ohoat,  in 
every  circumstance  and  duty  of  life,  social  as 
well  as  personal:  and  that  the  word  of  God, 
which  he  has  taken  for  the  lamp  to  his  ftet, 
and  the  lantern  to  his  paths,  instead  of  the 
miserable  and  conventional  code  of  the  world's 
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fflonlity,  has  rules  for  every  relation,  and  con- 
oeets  iiim,  with  all  his  family  associations,  to 
tlietwfiil  responsibilities  of  eternal  judgment, 
00  thai  behalf,  as  well  as  on  his  own. 
If  indeed  it  were  possible  that  men  should 
iire  in  a  state  of  the  most  absolute  independ- 
ence, one  of  another,  hke  the  beasts  of  the 
field  and  forest,  then  each  individual,  having 
no  sympathies  with  those  around  him,  would 
owe  them  no  observance  of  duty  and  love.    But 
as  the  God  of  providence  hath  united  his  crea- 
tures together  in  famiUes,  every  member  of  a 
household  is  the  Unk,  as  it  were,  of  an  electric 
chain :  and  the  subtle  current  of  godliness  or 
ungodliness  that  flows  along  it,  must  have  an 
influence  upon  all.     "  Whether  one    member 
f^fer,  ail  the  members  suffer  with  it;  or  one 
mmber  he  honoured^   all  the  members  rejoice 
wUk  it.**  ^     How  then  is  it  possible,  that  when 
the  Most  High  is  revealed  within  the  heart,  as 
t  God  of  grace,  speaking  peace  to  it  by  the  blood 
of  Christ,  and  shewing,  by  the  Spirit's  opera- 
tion, the  necessity  of  each  individual  working  out 
his  salvation  with  fear  and  trembling,   it  should 
not  be  considered  a  sacred  duty,  to  teach  the 
nine  gradoiis  necessity  to  others,  boimd  to  that 

»  lCor.aL26. 
VOL,  I.  N 
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converted  soul,  by  iJie  dearest  and  strong;«3t  ^ 
all  human  obligations  and  sympathies  ?     When 
Moses   had    steadfastly    set   his    face     towards 
Canaan,   he  said  to  his  father  in  law    Hobab, 
"  IVe  are  journeying  towarda  the  place,  of  tvkieh 
the  Lord  hath  said,   I  will  give  it  you;    Comt 
tliou  with  us,  and  tee  will  do  thee  good."  '  When 
Jacob  was  commanded  to  go  unto  Bethel,  and 
build  there  an  altar  unto   God,  who  had  ap- 
peared luito  him,   he  said  unto  his  bousehoU, 
and  to  all  that  were  with  him,  "  Put  awatf  H 
ulrajige  gods  that  are  among  you,  and  be  clt 
and   change  your  garments ;   tind   let  u»  at 
and  go  to  Bethel,  and  I  will  make  there  an  oj 
nnto  God,  who  ansivered  me  in  the  day  of 
lilstrens ;  and  was  with  me  in  the   way  v4i 
I  wcnt."^     When  the   Holy  Ghost  ovcmdi 
the  heart  of  Andrew  to  follow  his  Lord,  afl 
true  disciple,  he  first  findeth  his  own  brodj 
Simon,  and  saith  nnto  him,  "  fFe  have  fu 
the  Christ."'     This  also  did  Philip,  when 
had   been   called   of  Jesus,  act   towards    Ni^ 
thanael.     A  personal  reception  of  the  truth  oJ 
God  unto  salvation,  and  a  heart  so  inscosibLe 
to  the  claims  of  family  obligation,  as  to  negloil 
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tlie  erection    of  an  altar  for  family  worship, 
appear  to  be  irreconcileable  contradictions. 

It  will  not  surely  be  said,  that  public  wor- 
ship  bsa  made  such  a  provision  unnecessary ; 
ind  that  the  religious  instruction  of  a  family  is 
Beedless.     Sufficient  it  never  can   be,  in  the 
very  nature  of  things.  The  ordinances  of  God's 
hooae  can  never,  (humanly  speaking)  reach  the 
young,  until  their  minds  are  informed,  in  some 
d^ree,  oonceming  the  nature  and  infinite  im- 
portance of  spiritual  truth.     If  all  communica- 
ticm  of  the  human  imderstanding  with  the  Bible 
and  the  God  of  the  Bible  be  thus  cut  off,  within 
the  waUs  of  our  houses ; — if  prayer  be  never 
made  within  them,  who  can  expect,  (even  if  it 
were  possible  to  suppose  that  the  sinners  in  this 
ate  should  desire  it,)  that  hearing  the  word,  or 
public  supplication  at  church,  should  be  made 
profitable   to   them?     Parental  instruction  in 
tbe  things  of  God,  being  moreover,  a  duty  of 
de  law  of  nature,  arising  out  of  a  revelation  of 
God,  and  of  man's  relation  to  Him,   as   the 
Sovereign  of  the  world,  could  not  have  been 
set  aside  by  the  appointments  of  any  stated  and 
official  teachers,  living  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
respective  families,  and  sacrificing  beyond  the 
offidngs  upon  such  domestic  altars.    "  These 

N  2 
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wordt,  which  I  command  thee  thie  iaa/t  dutt  !• 
in  thine  heart :  and  thoa  ekait  fascA  tiem  difi> 
gently  to  thy  children,  and  thalt  tati  vf  Oum 
tchen  thou  sitteit  in  thine  hotui,  and  mh. 
toalkeit  by  the  way,  and  when  thou  Uest  dt 
and  when  Ihou  ritest  up."^  Titt  very  iacl,  th4( 
God  has  instituted  family  nlatioTis,  and  at  ti 
same  time  expressed  hit  will  that  reh'gii 
shoiild  be  continued  in  tlie  wodd,  has,  by  linb^ 
ing  these  two  acts  of  his  pioridcnce  and  min^ 
together,  given  a  proof  unqoertiouable  of 
absolute  duty  of  family  religioB.  The  knoif* 
ledge  of  the  true  God,  and  of  Jesus  Chriit| 
whom  He  would  send  in  the  fulness  of  timej 
was  to  be  preserved  in  Abntn  s  family.  Lt 
him,  and  in  his  seed  were  all  nations  of  tba 
earth  to  be  blessed.  How  theo  was  that  hlesa- 
edness  to  be  communicatadT  How  was  ths^ 
most  gracious  and  glorious  rerolntiDn  to  be  prtf- 
served,  except  Abram  should  keep  it  alii 
by  &mily  instruction  and  woziliip  ?  Did  li 
then  go  forth  from  Chaldea  done  ?  No :  1 
took  his  household  with  him.  Did  he  leave 
them  in  ignorance,  to  peri^  in  unbelief  of  tht 
future  Lamb  of  God,  who  ihonH  take  away  the 
sins  of  the  world !     No.    JXA  he  leave  Jehov&b 
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to  work  a  constant  miracle  for  the  preservation 
of  tliat  blessed  truth  whereof  he  had  been 
made  the  depository,  while  his  own  family 
ai^t  be  the  means  of  handing  it  down  to  their 
posterity,  and  so  onward,  until  the  consolation 
dioald  be  manifested  in  human  flesh?  No. 
Did  he  leave  the  dwellers  in  his  tent  to  have  a 
godless  communion  with  the  idolaters  of  Ca- 
naan ;  while  he  only  remained  to  bear  a  sad, 
and  probably  a  fruitless  testimony  against  their 
abonunations  ?  No.  What  then  did  he  ?  He 
led  his  fiEunily  to  the  family  altar.  And  I  am 
ntteriy  unable  to  see  upon  what  ground  an 
objector  can  stand,  who  would  assert,  that 
Abram's  duty  was  not  our  duty ;  and  that  its 
UoBing  will  not  be  our  own.  I  know  not  how 
die  inference  is  to  be  avoided,  that  God  has 
ippointed  fionilies  to  be  nurseries  of  holiness ; 
and  therefore,  that  fiunily  reli^on  is  an  obliga- 
tioD,  as  imperative  as  the  personal  service  due 
to  Him  from  every  one  who  expresses  a  hope 
of  redemption  from  sin,  and  of  his  mercy  unto 
etenial  life,  by  Jesus  Christ. 

In  addition  to  these  considerations,  there  are 
dafly  cares,  occasions,  and  necessities.  There 
are  family  sins  to  be  bewailed ;  &mily  errors 
Co  be  reformed ;  fiunfly  mercies  to  be  acknow- 
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ledged ;  family  wants  to  be  supplied ;  faniiljr 
undertakings  to  be  blessed;  family  aillictioni 
to  be  sanctified ;  iamify  dangers  lo  be  pre- 
vented. Is  God  obliged,  by  any  necesu^. 
under  which  we  have  laid  Him,  to  make  prow 
sion  for  tliese,  and  for  much  more  Uian  thcael 
Or  must  that  provision  come  from  the  fulni 
of  his  grace  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  and  should  It  c 
be  sought  in  family  prayer?  How  is  it  thattbi 
God  of  this  world  so  blinds  the  eyes  of  men, 
to  lead  them  to  expect,  that  any  blessing  should 
rest  upon  their  families,  when  the  eternal  fouiH 
tain,  whence  all  blessings  flow,  (bearing  with 
them,  unless  our  very  blessings  arc  to  bo  eurse^ 
the  tincture  of  the  cross)  is  forgotten  and  d'^^ 
filed  ?  Is  it  not,  moreover,  amazing,  tliat  mi 
should  own  the  duty  of  public  religion;  a) 
yet  continue  without  God  in  the  intercourse 
the  family  '.  Is  it  not  a  strange — bear  with  i 
if  I  ask — is  it  not  a  monstrous  contradictiaaj 
to  acknowledge  that  different  families  shouU 
assemble  in  the  house  of  prayer,  to  honour 
God ;  and  yet  that  members  of  ttie  same  family 
should  never  draw  around  its  bead,  that  he  may 
lead,  and  that  they  follow  into  the  holiest,  Iqr 
the  blood  of  Jesus,  at  their  own  home  ?  If  the 
heathen  bad  their  household  gods,  for  whom 
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they  provided  honourable  places  in  their  dwell- 
ings; if  Laban  and  Micah  had  their  idols  and 
tenphim,  shall  there  be  no  shrine  in  a  profess- 
ing Christianas  tent,  as  well  as  in  his  heart,  for 
that  glorious  and  invisible  God,  who  must  be 
worshipped  in  spirit  and  in  truth  ? 

Let  it  never  be  said,  that  these  instances  of 
idolatry  cannot  be  brought  to  bear  upon  us. 
What  is  idolatry,  except  perversion  of  religion  ? 
And  doth  not  this  very  perversion  imply  the 
tmth,  and  therefore  the  obligations  of  a  reli- 
gion, which  hath  the  infinitely  wise  God  for  its 
aothor,  and  his  glory  in  Christ  Jesus  for  its 
end  ?  If  God  therefore  hath  revealed  Himself 
to  08  in  his  word,  and  we  refuse  Him  the  hon- 
our of  fiunily  worship,  which  yet  dark  and  foul 
idolatry  pays  him  under  some  of  its  absurd  or 
tremendous  mistakes,  shall  not  these  miserable 
heathens  rise  up  to  condemn  us  ?  ^'  Woe  unto 
dee  Chanvsin  !  woe  unto  thee  Bethsaida  !  for 
ifAe  nUghty  works  had  been  done  in  Tyre  and 
Sidon,  which  have  been  done  in  you,  they  would 
«  great  while  ago  have  repented^  sitting  in  sack- 
doth  and  ashes.^^ 

(2.)    Again,   the  importance  of  the  family 
akar  is  testified  by  that  new  and  better  law  of 

*  Liikex.U 
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intercoune,  which  it   establishes   among    tkoM 
leilhin  the  tent. 

Formerly,  Abram  and  his  family  had 
partakers  with  the  idolaters  of  Chaldca;  ( 
all  their  relations  to  each  other  had  been  formei 
and  conducted  upon  principles,  very  consider 
ably,  if  not  mainly,  idolatrous.  Now  howevei, 
a  complete  change  had  been  demanded,  i 
wrought.  The  very  erection  of  tlie  altar  was  I 
sentence  of  divorce,  read  between  Ab^alD^ 
family  and  the  surrounding  superstitions,  witl 
all  their  dishonourable  tendencies  Ofjainst  tba 
glory  of  Jehovah.  The  patriarch,  his  depeni 
ent5,  his  friends,  his  relatives,  had  been  thiu,  i 
outward  act  at  least,  removed  out  of  theh^ 
sphere  of  darkness,  and  made  to  revolve  aroun 
the  Sun  of  righteousness,  the  central  Light  t 
everlasting  life.  The  idolatries  that  defiled  a 
the  land  of  Canaan,  were  now  only  as  a  pra 
sure  from  without,  serving,  as  the  riches  i 
Almighty  grace  overruled  them,  to  bring  that 
within  the  tent  nearer  to  each  other,  iu  tl 
true  faith  of  salvation,  and  nearer  to  each  otho? 
in  the  love  of  God.  Jacob,  as  I  have  alreaily 
observed,  no  sooner  resolved  to  erect  the  altU 
at  BetJiel,  as  the  God  of  Bethel  had  biddel 
him,   than  be   put  away  the   false  g 
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buried  them  under  the  oak  by  Shechem ;  that 
there  might  be  no  member  of  his  fEunily,  whose 
ketit  ihoold  be  turned  away  from  the  Lord 
God,  bj  having  them  before  his  eyes. 

Ilieie  was  an  appointment  among  the  Jews 
and  pTOtelyteSy  that  every  family,  province,  and 
city,  should  observe  the  feast  of  Purim,  as  a 
memoxial  of  deliverance  from  Hainan's  con- 
^incy.  In  like  manner  should  Christian 
fignilifi,  celebrate  the  great  and  mighty  work 
of  ddiveranoe  fix>m  the  terrors  of  the  everlasting 
deatL  And  when  such  celebration  is  daily 
nude^  in  a  household  approach  to  his  altar,  by 
the  indwellers  of  the  tent,  as  restored  sinners, 
mvei  from  the  curse,  and  brought  into  the 
&Bu]j  of  God,  the  new  and  happy  relation  is 
acknowledged,  and  all  its  depths  of  mercy 
amght,  in  this  endearing  freedom  of  children 
p^^^^^g  with  their  Father  who  is  in  heaven. 

When  the  altar  is  raised  in  singleness  and 

OB^icity  of  heart  before  Grod,  the  household 

i^ere  it  stands,  is  placed  in  godly  opposition  to 

the  surrounding  current  of  sin.     And  while  it 

is  sweeping  others    away  into  whirlpools  of 

tEansgression  and  unbeUef ,  where  they  may  be 

engnlphed  for   ever,  the  worshippers  at  that 

altar  have  an  anchor  of  the  soul  both  sure  and 

N  5 
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steadfast.  Family  religion  dedicates  every  1 
not  to  the  god  of  ihia  world,  but  to  the  ( 
heaven.     It   inscribes   every  vessel,  tbe 
and  the  small  alike,  with  that  expresuve 

"  Holineu  to  the  Lorit'^ 
each  had  previously  hanuh^'A  VMI 
loratk."  It  changeB  &a  ntiUL  irf  llutt  tnl 
Bethaveo,  the  hoiue  t£  wamtj :  to  be  j 
the  house  of  God.  Tt  Mikni  Thn  "hriiti 
ther  and  mother,  aiuti^tltarflliUraifia 
fire,  into  which  they  onceiad^^  heMrtl 
them,  as  sacrifices,  of  all-otiben  i2m  mo 
natiual,  to  the  Moloch  of  this  world's 
pleasures.  It  gives  them  in  full  surren 
Him  who  bought  them  ivith  his  life  upc 
cross,  and  who  still  cries  "  Suffer  the  littt 
dren  to  came  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not 
exercises  a  wonderful  and  happy  alte 
upon  all  the  relations  of  domestic  life  ; 
all  the  charitios  and  duties  that  arise  i 
them ;  and  connects  them  all  with  God,  i 
ward  profession ;  even  before  converting 
shall  have  effected  the  alteration  from  a 
festly  godless,  to  a  spiritually  praying  i 
It  places  them,  not  only  in  the  eye  of  Go 
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in  tlie  eje  of  eacli  other,  as  beings  gifled  with  a 
reTOBoii  of  immortal  life,  as  fellows  in  sin^  and 
in  God*s  condemnationy  all  equally  needing  the 
laierof  that  fountain  which  hath  been  opened 
fir  sin  and  for  uncleanness.  It  obliges  them 
to  regard  each  other,  as  embarked  on  the  same 
Tojage,  not  merely  for  a  little  time,  but  for  all 
eternity.  And  the  Scriptures,  read,  explained, 
and  pressed  upon  their  hearts,  point  them,  as 
thtj  were  pointed  before,  to  God,  as  the  com- 
mon Father  of  all  his  adopted  children ;  to  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  as  their  reconciliation; — to 
Him  and  his  fulness,  as  their  portion ;  to  his 
lerrioe,  as  their  freedom ;  and  to  his  everlast- 
ing kingdom,  as  their  final  and  glorious  home. 

Until  the  altar  be  erected,  and  praise  and 
prayer  oSered  in  the  family,  there  can  be  no 
efficient  check  upon  family  sin ;  and  upon  the 
m  of  individuals  who  compose  the  indwellers 
of  the  tent.  Human  authority  can  never  exert 
a  mightiness  capable  of  reining  in  the  head- 
ftrong  course  of  fieunily  iniquity.  God,  his  law, 
Us  redemption,  and  the  constraining  love  of 
Christ,  must  be  the  "  cords  of  a  man,  and  the 
bands  of  love,**  whereby  relatives,  children,  and 
servants  must  be  withheld  from  forsaking  the 
gnide  of  their  youth  and  the  covenant  of  their 
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G-od,  and  &oin  wandering  in  the  ways  of  1I10 
destroyer.  Such  wanderers  alas,  there  ] 
been,  in  families  where  the  God  of  salvaticv 
was  owned  and  sought ;  and  man;  sighs,  and' 
many  tears,  and  much  broken  heartcdness,  ani 
earnest  wrestlings  with  Grod  for  the  visitatioai 
of  his  converting  grace  to  tlie  offenders,  ban 
they  wrung  from  mourning  and  almost  d 
8ulate  parents.  But,  if  divine  sanctions  fail  1 
success,  it  is  merely  the  dreaming  of  unbelid 
and  ungodliness  to  expect  tliat  human  precaa* 
tion,  authority,  solicitation,  n-ill  avail  to  staj 
the  headlong  course  of  such  rebels  ag^nst  tl 
majesty  of  God,  and  the  sanctities  of  family 
love. 

Consider  also,  the  different  aspect  whicb  tjba 
house  of  God  would  bear,  if  all  the  familiev 
who  visit  it,  came  from  the  family  altar  to  t 
of  public  incense.  It  would  be  contemplating 
a  bright  and  happy  picture,  full  of  light  1 
lovehness,  to  see  a  church  assembly,  composed 
of  individuals,  issuing  from  tlieir  chambt 
every  morning,  to  worship  God  in  tlieir  dai 
mestic  fear  and  love  of  his  holy  name — eae 
bringing  from  his  closet  to  family  prayer  ahcai 
fitted  and  prepared  by  divine  love,  to  share  tl 
and  enjoy  it.     They  would  betake  themselvc 
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totbelioose  of  public  solemnities  bearing  the 

imprea  ofcoramuiuon  with  heaven ;  as  the  face 

of  Uoies  siione  with  light,  when  he  came  down 

&om  conversing  with  God  in  the  mount.    They 

would  carry  the  love  of  the  Saviour  with  them 

into  church ;  and  hearts  much  enlarged  by  the 

ipirit  of  grace   and  supplication,   to  seek  and 

obtain  all  the  hlessings  which  He  waits  in  the 

sanetoary  to  bestow.     Then  would  the  places 

of  our  solemn    assemblies  be  indeed  houses  of 

piayer ;  and  God,  even  our  own  God  would  bless 

ut.   As  the  case  now  stands,  we  come  into  the 

sanctuary  with  little  feeling  that  God  is  there : 

because  if  we  have  sought  Him   at  all  in  the 

doset,  we  have  not  in  very  many  instances,  it  is 

to  be  feared,  sought  Him  in   our  families,  nor 

pnyed  there,  that  the  Holy  Ghost  would  attend 

M  to  church ;  and  that   God  would  satisfy  us 

with  the  goodness  of  his  house,  even  of  his  holy 

temple.     Let  me  beseech  you  therefore,  in  the 

name  of  our  fEumlies,  in  the  name  of  our  com- 

noD  Lord,  in  the  name  of  his  house,  (which, 

were  we  praying  families  would  be  a  house   of 

mppUcation,  and  therefore  a  house  of  praise 

for  heard  and  answered  prayer)  to  consider 

what  I  say ;  and  may  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  give 

yoa  a  right  judgment  to  act  accordingly ! 
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(3)  I  can  now  only  glance  very  slightly, 
T)ie  Importance  of  Abram's  family  Altar,  xtUi' 
reference  to  the  blegdng  of  God,  upon  kim»t^:, 
and /lis  liouseltold,  as  a  community  of  believen* 
His  wife  was  a  distinguished  pturlaker  of 
faith  in  the  Son  of  God;  so  were  Isaac  itod 
Jacoh,  the  heirs  witli  himof  tlie  same  pronuac; 
and  the  Church  of  the  Redeemed  was  embr&c«t 
within  the  circle  of  his  descendants  for  ninetedC 
hundred  years.  When  Sodom  and  Gomorrolb 
were  to  be  destroyed,  the  Lord  opened  lus  pw 
pose  to  tlie  father  of  the  faithi'ul ,-  thus  gi%'iii^ 
him  an  opportunity  of  pleading  for  those  guih]^ 
cities.  And  why  ?  "  I  knoic  him,"  said  Jeho^ 
vah,  "  thai  he  will  command  his  childrett  i 
Am  household  after  him  ;  and  they  shall  keep 
way  of  the  Lord,  lo  do  ju«tice  and  judgment  f. 
that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraham 
which  He  hath  spoken  of  him."'  It  is  well 
pleasmg  in  the  siglit  of  God  thot  masters  am 
parents  should  walk  in  the  steps  of  Abnun 
and  He  delights  to  pour  blessings  upon  them  oi 
rich  effusion,  when  they  thus  imitate  the  fathe£ 
of  the  faithful.  The  holy  education  of  yi 
families  will  be  a  fitting  discovery  of  your  li 
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to  God;  and  He  ^vriU  joy  and  rest  in  the  acts 
of  Us  iove  to  you.  Xf  ye  will  seek  the  spiritual 
good  of  your  Yiouselioldsy  and  the  glory  of  the 
God  of  their  salvation,  in  bringing  them  instru- 
mentally  to  the  experience  of  his  saving  love, 
joa  and  yours  shall  feel  the  emphasis  of  that 
gracious  promise — *^  They  shall  not  labour  in 
wim,  9or  bring  forth  for  trouble  :  for  they  are 
Hnt  seed  of  the  blessed  of  the  Lord^  and  their 
ofipring  with  themJ**  ^  I  do  not  mean  to  affirm 
that  God  doth  in  all  instances  make  the  dew  of 
tliat  Spirit  to  rest  upon  every  individual  within 
tlie  tent  where  a  family  altar  is  erected.  This 
would  suppose  Him  tied  and  bound  to  houses, 
as  heathens  chained  their  idols ;  or  as  Eli*s  sons 
dared  to  imagine,  that  the  God  of  the  ark 
necessarily  attended  the  ark  of  God.  But  such 
is  the  usual  process  of  his  love  ;  and  such  the 
delightful  encouragement  of  his  promise.  "  The 
Lord  will  bless  the  house  of  Israel,  he  will  bleu 
ike  house  of  Aaron,  He  will  bless  them  that  fear 
tie  Lordj  both  small  and  great,"  ^  And  surely 
they  look  abroad  with  little  attention,  who  fail 
to  see,  that  He  does  really  diffuse  the  riches  of 
his  love,  where  an  altar  is  raised  to  his  honour : 

'  IaiAlilxT.23.  '  PflJm  err.  12, 13. 
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just  as,  while  the  ark  abode  in  the  faoDie  of 
Obed-edom,  ''  the  Lard  blmtd  «k#  iemM  ^ 
Obed-edamy  and  all  that  he  hadJ*  ^ 

**  Every  creature  is  good,  if  it  be  eanotiBei 
by  the  word  of  God  and  prayer:"  and  Ak 
mark  put  upon  all  our  domertic  plane  end 
procedures  is  the  mark  of  Godf  which  He  wSk 
never  fail  to  acknowledge.  While  the.-  Jewe 
failed  to  own  Him,  and  pay  their  voirod  end* 
bounden  duty  in  the  temple»  all  their  weildi 
was  put  into  a  bag  with  holee.  Tbiej  went  to 
the  com  floor  for  twenty  meefDrea,  but  then 
came  forth  only  ten ;  and  to  the  wine  pveai  to 
draw  out  fifty  vessels,  and  there  were  aafy 
twenty.  But  when  once  they  b^gen  to  baU 
the  ruined  house  of  Jehovah,  the  prondae  warn 
put  into  act, — "  From  tkii  dag  wM  I  ikm 
you.*'  ^  It  is  even  thus  in  the  fiunily.  While 
God's  house  is  sufiered  to  be  in  the  duly  aad 
we  think  not  of  Him,  his  lalvmtiani  hie  i%hi» 
teous  claim  upon  our  family  devotednow,  nor^- 
our  dependence  upon  Him;  while  indeed  He 
is  forgotten  and  despised,  moat  there  not  be  tke 
canker,  and  the  caterpillar,  the  palmer  weoe^ 
and  the  locust  of  divine  diapleesue,  even  m 

'  1  Chion.  ziiL  14.  '  ^^Ht^  ^  ^ 
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OQi  temporal  expectations,. as  well  as  that  lean- 
ness of  soul  wbich  Ills  curse  conveys,  and  which 
starves  it,  in  the  midst  of  overflowing  bounties 
and  prosperities?     "  Except  the  Lord  build  the 
kmuj  they    labour   in  vain   that   build  f7."^ 
Abnm*s  tent  bad  the  altar,  and  therefore  it  was 
a  Goshen  of  light  and  peace ;   while   Canaan 
anmnd  him,  whatever  might  be  its  natural  fer- 
tility, as  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey, 
was  in  spiritual  darkness,  even  darkness  that 
migfat  be  felt ;  and  in  spiritual  barrenness,  that 
hroii^t  forth  only  thorns  and  briars  of  idola- 
trous superstition.     So  will  it  ever  be  in  the 
tabernacles  of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked. 
The  voice  of  joy  and  salvation  will  be  in  the 
one ;  while  all  that  can  speak  true  peace  and 
h^piness  to  the  heart  will  be  silent  in   the 
other. 

I  shall  not  indeed  be  slow  to  grant,  that  mis- 
fartones  assail,  not  merely  unbelieving  house- 
hdds,  but  also  those  £Eunilies  where  God  in 
Qirist  is  sought  as  a  portion,  listened  to  as  a 
pieadier,  rested  on  as  an  atonement,  and 
obeyed  with  holy  and  dehghtful  love,  as  a  Sove- 
feigQ.  I  know  that  it  is  often  thus.  But  shall  I 

>  Piafan  czzriL  1. 
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admit  this,  as  a  reason  why  He  tloth  not  bles» 
those  households  that  long  for,  and  live  upo 
grace  ?  This  be  far  from  me,  as  from  onS 
whose  office  it  is  to  vindicate  the  waya  of  God. 
to  man.  Unless  indeed  it  can  be  shown  msg 
that  the  burdens  of  Israel  were  as  bitter  as  thtt 
plagues  of  Egypt ;  unless  it  be  proved,  (as  infi- 
delity may  be  defied  to  prove,)  that  God'* 
chastenings  to  his  children,  are  as  dreadful  at 
his  judgments  upon  the  wicked ;  I  will  never 
believe— and  not  believing,  God  forbid  tliat  I 
should  encourage  others  to  think  so  UQWot- 
thily,  of  Him  who  is  the  covenant  God  of  eveiy- 
spiritually  praying  family,  tiat  ITe  does  not  pot 
a  decided  difference  between  those  who  caU 
upon  his  name,  and  glory  in  bis  service, 
turn  away  such  as  in  their  miserable  imbe> 
lief,  from  the  obligations  of  family  worship,  aii 
condemn  not  only  themselves,  but  those  whoa 
best  interests  should  be  bound  around  thei* 
liearts,  to  tlie  multiplied  evils  of  alieuatiou  irom 
God  and  his  salvation.  The  saint  and  tlis 
sinner,  may  have  the  same  ingredients  to  out* 
ward  sense,  wrung  into  the  cup  of  oach ;  1 
the  difference  is  immense.  The  one  hath  ha 
portion  in  love,  the  otlier  in  wrath :  the  Rei 
Sea,  the  waves  of  which  were  the  same,  did| 
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offices  vastly  different  for  Israel  and  Egjrpt.  It 
fanned  a  way  for  Jehovah's  ransomed  to  pass 
o^ffT,  and  it  overwhehned  his  enemies  in  a 
destraction,  from  which  there  was  no  escape. 

The  fiunily  of  Abram  was  secure  from  all 
attempts  or  devices  of  the  idolatrous  Canaan* 
ites ;  for  the  altar  of  God  was  among  them  ; 
and  from  its  horns,  not  all  the  might  and  en- 
mity of  the  land  could  drag  them.  While  the 
tribes  of  Israel  went  to  their  worship  in  the 
holy  dty  at  the  appointed  feasts,  Jehovah  drew 
a  wall,  as  of  fire,  around  the  land ;  and  no 
enemy  was  ever  known  to  cross  its  borders. 
It  will  be  ever  thus  in  those  fiimilies  where  the 
Redeemer  is  loved,  honoured,  and  served  by 
its  members,  not  only  as  individuals,  but  as 
households.  Their  enemies,  and  Satan  the 
diief  of  all  their  foes,  may  go  round  the  battle- 
nents  seeking  entrance,  to  devour  and  to  de- 
stroy ;  but  the  mountain  on  which  they  stand, 
the  mountain  on  which  their  houses  stand,  the 
eyerlasting  hill  of  divine  love,  is  full  round 
about,  and  shining,  (as  the  eye  of  faith's  assur- 
ance can  discover,)  with  horses  and  chariots  of 
fire  from  the  Lord,  their  shelter  and  defence. 

I  close  this  subject  for  the  present,  with  one 
word  of  remembrance.    In  the  very  place,  even 
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in  Bethel,  where,  probably,  Abram  built  hit 
altar,  or  at  least  very  near  to  it,  God  afterwards 
speared  to  Jacob  in  his  hour  of  sorrow  aaS 
temporal  destitution.  There  did  Jehovah  renew 
the  covenant  with  this  saint  of  liis  church  ;  theri 
cheer  his  soul ;  and  there  promise  never  to  leaw 
him,  never  to  forsake  Kim.  Bear  this  ^acioni^ 
history  upon  your  hearts,  yc  who  are  anxiowi 
that  your  houses  should  be  among  those  wherff 
the  name  of  the  LorS  is  invoked.  Your  fami^ 
altar  may  be  a  blessing,  an  imspcakabli 
inconceivable  blessing  lo  your  children's  ehflJ 
dren,  when  your  bones  are  mingled  with  tbd 
clods  of  the  valley.  As  Jacob,  ttpeaking  dE 
God,  calls  Him  The  fear  of  hisfatl^er  Itaa^i 
so  may  those  who  shall  come  forth  from 
your  loins,  rise  up  to  call  your  memory  bli 
Bed;  and  looking  to  the  Eternal  Three,  to  t 
saving  knowledge  of  whom,  in  Christ,  you  mtijp 
have  instrumentally  led  them,  may  say,  "  ^ 
it  my  God,  and  I  will  prepare  Him  a  habitt 
tion;  my  Father' t  God,  and  I  will  exalt  Him.' 
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THE  MORE   REMOTE    INFLUENCE   OF    FAMILY 

RELIGION. 

GENESIS  XII.  7,  a 

TimsuiLDB)  HB     AN    ALTAR     UNTO    THB     LoRD,  WHO  AP- 

lAftiD  mrro  him.  And  hb  rsmovbo  from  thbncb  unto 
A  wacsnASH  on  tbb  bast  or  Bsthbl,  and  pttchbd  his 
nxT,  kaTino  Bbthbl  on  thb  west,  and  Hai'on  THB  bast  ; 

AlO  TRBRB  hb    BUILDBD  an  altar  unto  THB    LORD,     AND 
CAltlD    UPON  TBB  NAMB  OF  THB  LORD. 

When  a  country  is  overspread  by  enemies,  who 
We  taken  possession  of  the  greater  portion  of 
its  siu&cey  and  are  doing  it  mischief  at  their 
pleasorey  those  fortresses  and  strong  holds 
which  still  resist,  are  peculiarly  important. 
They  not  only  protect  the  brave  and  loyal  men 
whom  their  walls  contain,  but  serve  also  as 
refuges  and  rallying  points  to  those  who  would 
escape  the  common  bondage,  and  make  war 
against  their  enemy,  under  the  banner  of  their 
lawful  sovereign.     Such  a  castle  is  every  holy 
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example,  in  the  mid^t  of  that  spiritual  tyranny, 
with  which  Satan  has  subdued  the  world.  TI» 
Christian  lives  at  peace  in  the  high  tower  of 
his  salvation,  Jesus  Christ.  "  Ulien  the  enfmy 
Cometh  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
lifts  up  a  standard  against  him, '  for  the  proteo 
tion  of  holy  believers ;  and  they  are  as  citi«a 
set  on  a  hill,  which  cutiiiot  be  hid,  to  discover, 
whither  all  may  flee,  and  where  all  may  be 
happy  in  the  same  Almighty  refuge.  It  w 
thus  with  Abraiu,  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  Ttui 
altar,  which  was  to  him  as  the  Shekinah  of  thtt 
God  of  the  altar,  was  the  defence  of  his  tcn^ 
and  of  those  whom  it  contained.  That  altat 
served,  moreover,  as  a  beacon  iu  the  midst  of 
the  dark  and  destructive  sea  of  idolatry,  which 
had  overflowed  the  eoimti'y  of  promise.  If  ths 
power  of  divine  grace  should  influence  any  q$ 
the  people  to  flee  from  ^T^ath,  and  join  thq 
people  of  the  God  of  Abram,  the  altar  directed 
them  whither  to  go,  and  what  to  do.  Nor 
it  be  known,  until  the  world's  whole  histoij. 
shall  be  fully  disclosed,  iu  the  awful  valley  at 
final  and  unchangeable  decision,  how  man] 
idolaters  in  Canaan  were  saved  trom  the  wratl 
to  come,  by  the  influence  of  Abram's  altar,  anf 

■    iMUhlUblS. 
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lik\i«8sng  of  God    upon  it,  as  the  instrument 
employed  for  tKeir  conversion.     We  have  seen 
someddng  of  its  value  to  those  within  the  tent. 
I  would  now  conclude  the  subject  by  noticing, 
HI.  The  importance  of  family  religion 

IN  REFERENCE  TO  THOSE  WITHOUT  THE  TENT. 

I  am  anxious  to  declare  what  every  day's  ex- 
perience impresses  more  deeply  and  vividly  upon 
my  mind,  that  any  religion,  whereby  God  is  to 
be  honoured  must  be  an  inflexible  profession. 
The  Saviour's  faith  is  disgraced,  and  men's 
souls  are  terribly  endangered,  when  we  would 
attempt  to  allure  them  (as  it  is  said)  into  god- 
liness, by  bringing  the  pure  and  heavenly  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  as  near  as  possible  to  the  world, 
and  casting  a  gaudy  dress  of  earthliness  over  the 
severe  simphcity  of  its  form ;  thereby  thinking 
to  make  it  more  attractive.  The  worshippers 
of  earth,  and  time,  and  sense,  whose  carnal 
minds  are  enmity  with  God,  are  thus  allowed 
either  to  believe,  that  they  may  have  disciple- 
ahip  with  Jesus,  and  yet  not  undergo  that  en- 
tile conversion  of  heart,  of  which  his  unchang- 
ing word  declares  the  necessity;  or  else,  that 
religion  itself  is  a  mere  name,  instead  of  the 
most  solemn  and  sacred   of  all  realities.     But 

onr  Redeemer's  disciples  are  not  of  the  world, 
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even  as  He  is  not  of  the  world.  Aud  iJiereforei 
if  you  profess  the  faitU  of  Christ  crucified,  it 
must  be  seen  by  your  firm  staad  upon  th* 
ground  of  spiritual  religion,  that  they  whn 
would  partake  your  salvation  must  deny  them* 
selves,  and  take  up  the  cross,  and  follow  Jesus 
Never  attempt  to  disguise  the  cross.  For  i 
you  do.  He,  in  the  diadem  of  whose  mediatorii 
honour,  that  cross  is  the  liighest  jewel,  wiQ 
confound  the  attempt,  and  say  to  you,  in  s 
well-merited  and  stern  rebuke,  as  He  said  Ui> 
Peter,  who  would  have  dissuaded  Him  front 
suffering  for  the  world's  redemption.  "  Oti 
thee  behind  me  Satan  ;/or  thou  savourett  not  i 
things  that  be  nf  God,  but  tbi>se  tjutt  be 
ttten." '  It  is  utterly  impossible,  that  yoa 
should  ever  be  too  anxious  to  save  the  lost  luid 
dying  souls  around  you,  plucking  them 
brands  out  of  the  fire.  But  if  you  are  to  proaw 
per  in  the  attempt ;  never  conceal  not  com] 
mise  by  your  own  conduct,  the  requirements  of: 
tlie  gospel:  never  omit  your  bouaden  dutii 
God-ward,  in  compliment  to  the  world's  pre- 
judices. It  is  only  by  a  bold  unawen-ing 
fession  and  worship  of  God,  in  all  times,  oil 
circumstances,  and  all  companies,  that  ;ou 
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expect  those  whom  his  Spirit  calls  to  life  eter- 
nal, tofffe  Him  honour  on  your  behalf,  when 
tbej  hsfe  learned  his  preciousness.  Thus  only, 
wiD  their  fiyes  exhibit  that  steadfastness  of  faith 
which  has  its  fcnmdation  on  the  Rock  of  ages, 
u  displayed  by  yon,  when  they  behold  your 
good  convenation  in  Christ.  It  is  a  wretched 
ng^t,  orer  which  to  mourn  indeed,  when  pro- 
feaon  of  the  gospel,  unwilling,  as  they  say,  to 
teixify  others  from  embracing  its  salvation, 
ondt  thdr  duties,  or  perform  them  in  a  careless 
mmaery  before  worldly  persons ;  largely  ex- 
hibiting the  tone  of  worldliness,  as  if  they  were 
m1»««m^  of  God ;  and  then,  think  they  have 
done  Him  serrice  by  the  lukewarmness.  This 
oondiiet  ia  the  mere  doke  of  their  own  worldli- 
wem — it  is  the  insincere  correspondence  of  their 
o«m  hearts,  with  the  enemies  of  God  in  that 
hud  which  they  profess  to  have  forsaken  ;  and  his 
Uessing  can  never  be  expected  in  the  hypocrisy. 
From  these  remarks  two  particulars  arise, 
intimately  connected  with  my  subject,  which  I 
ynj  Grod  to  bless,  as  we  consider  them. 

(I.)  Tkai  family  worthy  is  a  duttft  which  a 
Ckristiam  awes  to  God,  thai  thereby  he  may  do 
iommr  to  ku  heavenly  Father ^  in  the  sight  of 

VOL.  I.  O 
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In  his  relative  position,  I  hardlv  know  i 
more  important  light,  in  which  a  disciple  of  tbo' 
Lord  should  regard  himself,  than  as  called  apoK 
to  bear  a  constant  testimony  for  his  divini 
Master ;  as  tliat  Saviour  witnessed  a  good  coi 
fession  for  him,  and  for  the  whole  Church,  i 
the  bar  of  Pilate,  although  He  knew  the  dealll 
that  awaited  Kim,  for  the  tcstimonj.  Ai 
Christ's  glorious  titles,  it  is  not  the  least  disq 
tinction,  to  be  "  The  Amen,  the  Faithful  not- 
True  Witness,"  to  testify  the  nature,  trath%, 
and  holy  purposes  of  his  Father,  his  Spir^ 
Himself,  and  the  common  salvation  which  ihejR 
had  provided  for  man,  in  his  obedience  i 
death.  Neither  will  it  be  the  least  bleasednev 
of  his  brethren,  in  that  great  day,  when  I 
shall  receive  them  to  Himself,  and  place  them 
upon  his  high  and  glorious  throne,  tliat  ihej 
have  confessed  Him  in  the  midst  of  mi  adal> 
terous  and  sinful  generation.  Ye  then,  i 
would  indeed  follow  the  Lamb  whitJiersoever 
He  goelh,  through  evil  report  and  good  reporv 
never  rise  irom  your  beds,  without  remembering 
that  He  expects  you  to  be  bis  witnesses  through 
the  day ;  in  order  that  men  may  take  knowledge- 
of  you,  not  only  that  you  have  been  with  Jesus, 
but  of  the  high  and  holy 
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munum  nUck  you  enjoj  with  Him.  Thus 
■iiiwifT  the  question.  Who  is  on  the  Lord's 
side?  Thus  **  let  your  light  so  shine  before 
men,  thst  they  may  see  yonr  good  works,  and 
glorify  3foiiir  Father  which  is  in  heaven***  Now 
tlie  fiunily  altar  is  one  of  the  most  plain  and 
iiiieq[idTOcal  witnesses  to  be  exhibited  by  a 
befie?er  that  he  serves  the  Lord  Christ,  and 
has  eowKcrated  not  only  his  individual  self, 
body,  soul,  and  spirit,  but  his  household,  his 
fimufy,  all  his  concerns,  and  all  his  relations  in 
life,  to  the  high  and  sacred  obligations  of  that 
gracious  callii^. 

When  the  children  of  Reuben,  and  the  chil- 
dren at  Gad,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manasseh, 
leCamed  to  the  land  of  their  allotted  possession 
in  Gikad,  they  built  there  an  altar  by  Jordan, 
a  great  altar  to  see  to.^  The  children  of  Israel, 
jealous  lest  this  act  should  be  one  of  departure 
fiom  the  true  fiidth,  sent  Phinehas,  the  son  of 
TlrarHr  the  priest,  and  with  him  ten  princes,  to 
renwnstiate  against  what  appeared  an  apostacy 
firam  the  God  of  Israel.  They  also  prepared 
war  wgtdnMt  them  for  the  delinquency.  But  the 
m^ieeted  tribes  fiiUy  justified  themselves,  de* 

*  SceJodbmxziLlO. 
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daring  that  the  altar  was  set  up  as  a  tcstiinoii| 
of  their  relation  to,  and  worship  of  the 
JehoToh,  with  their  brethren  on  the  other  sidi 
of  the  river.  Therefore  they  called  the  altw 
ed;  because  it  was  a  witness  between  both  pajp* 
ties,  that  Jehovah  was  the  common  and  only 
God. 

Now  this  islhe  Christian's  duty.  It  is  his  obli- 
gation to  have  an  altar  in  his  house,  to  show 
that  ho  and  his  family  have,  and  desire  to  hare^ 
gracious  communion  with  those  families  who 
Io*'e  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sinceritj' ;  and 
that  they  are  all  ono  in  Him.  But  then  that 
altar  must  serve  a  double  purpose,  like  the  altw 
in  Gilcad,  It  must  be  both  as  a  testimony  v£ 
unity  in  the  faith  with  the  Church  of  Christ, 
and  also  as  a  pledge  that  they  who  worship  at 
it,  have  no  fellowship  with  the  unfruitiiil  worki 
of  darkness,  with  the  infidelity,  the  covetous- 
ness,  the  profaneness,  the  cold  and  cheerlea) 
latitudinarianism  around  them.  The  tent  must 
have  its  inscription  to  the  Lord's  honour  plain^ 
recognizable  by  those  without.  "  This  i. 
House  of  God;  "  as  well  as  that  which  is  writ- 
ten by  the  finger  of  tlie  Spirit,  upon  the  hearti, 
and  souls,  and  practices,  of  the  family  within 
If  Abram  had  not  built  his  altar,  the  Caoaaa- 
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ites  nught  have  been  more  friendly  disposed 
towudf  him;  but  the  God  of  his  mercies 
would  have  been  provoked.  And  therefore, 
although  he  dwelt  alone,  he  did  not  hesitate 
thus  to  cleave  to,  and  acknowledge  the  Saviour, 
in  whom  he  had  been  graciously  taught  to 
trust.  EJijah  was  alone  upon  Mount  Carmel, 
while  the  prophets  of  Baal  were  four  hundred 
and  fifty  men  ;  yet  did  he  not  scruple  to  stand 
by  the  Lord's  altar,  and  had  a  blessing  from 
heaven  npon  his  bold  testimony  for  the  truth 
o[  God*  against  the  idolatries  of  Israel.  When 
the  Saviour  took  our  nature  for  its  salvation, 
md  with  it  a  conflict  against  the  powers  of 
darkness.  He  was  alone ;  yet  He  desisted  not 
firom  his  work ;  and  in  his  glorious  victory  have 
aD  the  members  of  lus  mystical  body  gained  an 
evedasting  triumph.  Even  so  should  it  be  with 
his  diKiples.  They  may  be  alone  in  their 
DOghboarhood,  as  worshipping  families;  but 
He  will  be  with  them,  and  the  Father  will  be 
with  them*  and  the  Holy  Ghost  will  be  with 
them,  and  the  whole  glorious  Three  will  con- 
ftm  them  before  men.  What  then  should  be 
the  Christian's  declaration,  as  he  turns  him 
amidst  the  sccxffings,  (it  may  be,)  of  surrounding 
irreligion,  to  worship  (rod  in  his  family  altar,  in 
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gracious  approach  by  tlie  new  and  living  w^ 
into  the  Holiest  ?  "  All  people  will  walk,  e 
one  in  the  name  of  his  God ;  and  we  toill  tcatk 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God  for  ever  and 
erer." '  What  should  be  his  resolve,  whether 
under  the  silent  contempt,  or  the  rampaot 
scorn  of  an  ungodly  world  ?  "  CHoote  ye  thia 
day  wkom  ye  will  nerve ;  but  a*  for  me  and  mg 
house,  we  will  terve  the  Lord." ^  "Daniel^ 
heathen  Babylon,  "  went  inlo  hii  hoate,  and  hia 
windows  being  open  in  his  chamber  toward  Jent- 
salem,  he  kneeled  down  on  hit  knees  three  tinat 
a  day,  and  prayed,  and  gave  thanks  before  hit 
God,"'  as  he  did  before  the  decree  waspassod, 
which  made  this  act  of  hia  religion  a  sentence 
of  death  against  himself.  This  acknowlcd^ 
ment  of  God  could  hardly  have  be«n  secret 
closet  prayer^  but  rather  the  worship  of  his 
family  in  the  sight  of  those  who  sought  hia  life, 
and  whose  malice  he  feared  not;  because  lu 
heart  was  occupied  with  a  gracious  reveienea 
fur  the  God  of  his  mercies,  and  the  only  hope 
of  his  salvation. 

Wheresoever  the  duty  of  family  religion 

neglected,  there  is  an  unacknowledged,  but  not 

on  that  account,  a  less  terrible  poaitioD,  occtf 
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pied  bj  the  neglecter,  fear  propagatiiig  iireHgion 
to  fntoe  geneTatioDs.  Your  descendants,  who 
1km  ofcndy  may  and  will  plead  your  example, 
and  quote  it  as  the  miserable  defence  of  their 
ovn  funily  atbinmn.  Where  the  tide  of  infi- 
delity and  sin,  thus  set  firee  by  you,  may  be 
itiid;  or  whUher  it  may  bear  those  for  whom 
joa  ought  to  watdi*  who  shall  say  ?  Jeroboam 
made  Israel  to  sin,  many  generations  after  he 
was  gone  to  his  own  place* 

The  bniMJTig  of  the  ^orious  temple  on  Mount 
SioD,  went  quickly  forward;  because  the  stones 
were  q[aazTied,  squared,  polished,  and  fitted  in 
die  mountains;  and  the  cedars  were  felled, 
awed,  and  prepsred  upon  the  heights  of  Leba- 
aoo.  Both  were  thus  ready  to  be  laid  in  their 
plaees,  when  brought  to  Jerusalem,  and  men 
wondered  at  the  progress;  for  there  was  no 
aoand  of  saw  nor  hammer,  as  the  building  rose 
in  its  majesty  and  beauty.  It  would  be  so 
to  the  honour  of  God,  in  the  edification  of  that 
Church,  which  Jesus  will  present  in  Himself, 
a  glorious  Church,  not  having  spot  or  wrinkle, 
or  any  such  thing,  provided  the  spiritual  taber- 
nacle were  built  up  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
inaterial  temple  in  Jerusalem.  If  the  portions 
of  the  mijstical  building  were  prepared,    as 
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Almighty  grace  blessed  domestic  worship,  htn 
glorious  would  be  our  church  assemblies  ;  an 
how  beautifully,  and  how  rapidly  would  thi 
spiritual  temple,  grow  up  in  all  things  imt^ 
Christ,  who  is  its  Head,  to  the  manifest  honour 
of  the  Eternal  Trinity !  If  family  worship  alsoj, 
were  universal  or  even  general  tliruugk  th« 
land,  and  the  great  Council  of  the  nation^ 
Lords  and  Commons,  were  to  assemble,  as  tb* 
hereditary  and  chosen  representatives  of  itf 
vast  family,  with  the  impress  of  domestic  wot^ 
ship  fresh  upon  their  hearts,  it  would  be  a 
lutely  impossible  to  give  one  moment's  admis' 
siou  to  the  monstrous  and  mischievous  gent^ 
ment,  that  religion  lias  nothing  to  do  witli 
plans  and  policies,  involving  the  interests  ( 
one  hundred  and  thirty  million  of  immortal' 
beings.  A  sentiment,  virtually,  if  not  in  words^ 
the  same  with  the  decrees  of  infidel  France) 
when  its  legislators  put  it  upon  record,  as  tbs 
law  of  their  country,  that  death  was  an  eternal 
sleep,  and  that  there  was  no  God  in  heavem 
The  pubhc  prayers,  with  which  a  sacred  wisdon 
on  the  part  of  our  forefathers,  determined  thai 
the  momentous  deliberations  of  FarliamenI 
should  commence  on  every  day  of  its  sitting^ 
would  then  become,  as   they  ought  to  be,  i 


REMOTB  INFLUENCE  OF  FAMILY  RELIGION.  297 

bleaed  <qppQrtuiiity  of  asking,  and  a  blessed 
gramid  of  expecting,  the  favour  of  Almighty 
God  upon  them,  for  an  issue  tending  to  the 
commoii  good,  and  to  his  great  glory. 

(2.)  Family  worship  u  also  a  duty  which 
fis  CkriMiian  awes  to  his  fellow  creatures,  as 
well  as  to  God.  Allow  me  to  make  one  very 
oommoD  and  indeed  very  imquestionable  sup- 
podtion.  If  it  be  granted  me,  I  know  not  how 
the  inference  can  be  avoided ;  and  therefore  I 
must  leaTe  it  to  the  conscience  of  those  who 
neglect  fimiily  religion.  Does  the  Holy  Spirit 
convince  any  one  of  sin,  shew  him  the  need  of 
a  Saviour's  Atonement  and  Righteousness,  fill 
his  heart  with  earnest  desires  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come,  make  him  anxious  for  fellow- 
shq)  with  Jesus,  that  he  may  thus  enjoy  Him 
as  a  portion,  and  imitate  Him  as  an  example  ? 
Now,  if  that  individual,  over  whose  opened 
hetrt  angels  are  rejoicing,  and  in  whom 
the  Lord  of  angels  who  bought  him  sees  the 
travail  of  his  soul,  be  placed  in  a  prayerless 
ianiQj,  will  he  not  be  hindered  in  seeking  the 
w^  to  Ziony  so  {iu  as  the  want  of  means  of 
gnce  can  hinder  him  ?  If  on  the  other  hand, 
he  have  a  family  altar,  where  the  Redeemer's 
sacrifice  is  plesided  by  faith  to  all  around  it, 

o  5 


and  a  dwelling,  where  God  is  norsliipped  in  tbft 
beauty  of  holiness,  would  he  not  feel  his  heart 
strengthened,  and  his  feet  upheld  to  run  ths 
way  of  God's  commandnienta  ?  Would  it  makft 
no  difference,  whether  ho  were  led  by  the  ne- 
cessities of  his  case  to  his  secret  and  sad  chani- 
her,  as  the  prophets  of  the  Lord  by  Ohadiah  to 
their  caves  ;  or  as  Elijah  to  the  wilderness,  and 
there  fed  alone,  when  he  might  have  the  v.\ 
and  milk  of  evangelical  consolation  in 
nion  with  holy  brethren ;  who  having  themselvet 
tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  would  gladlj 
lead  him  to  the  same  fountain  of  all-sufficient 
happiness  ?  I  grant  that  such  a  chamber  might 
be  the  saddened  and  fainting  Christian's  Patmosr 
where  God  might  exhibit  the  glorious  sovs- 
reignty  of  his  grace,  in  brighter  revelations  of 
tlie  Saviour's  love,  and  the  Sariour's  law  of 
love,  than  if  he  had  been  partaker  with  the 
most  spiritual  assemblies  of  his  fellow-chris* 
tians.  But  the  external  hindrances  would 
the  same:  and  as  God  works  by  means,  in 
ordinary  cases,  to  build  up  his  beloved  in  theix 
most  lioly  faith ;  and  as  family  praying  in  the 
Holy  Gliost  is  one  of  those  means ;  it  must  bq 
a  guilt,  at  which  to  tremble  indeed,  where  sudt 
stumbling  blocks  are  laid  before  the  little  onei 
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of  die  Redeemer:  and  it  were  better  that  a 
mitlilnne  were  hung  around  the  neck  of  him 
whokjTB  them  there,  and  that  he  were  drowned 
in  the  depths  of  the  sea,  than  that  he  should 
ft)  oflfend* 

Even  as  the  contributions  that  are  poured 
into  the  treasurjr  of  Grod  for  the  spread  of  his 
Son's  truth  throughout  the  world,  by  various 
leUgioas  societies,  are  formed  of  small  sums, 
the  ksst  of  which  would  be  missed ;  or  as  the 
watos  of  the  ocean  are  formed  of  the  little 
riDs  that  Call  firom  the  mountains  into  the 
men,  and  thus  flow  into  the  bosom  of  the 
great  deep ;  so  does  the  religion  of  the  com- 
mimi^  arise  from  the  aggregate  godliness  of 
fiunilies  and  individuals.  Every  household 
therefoire»  wherein  God  is  honoured  and  wor- 
shipped in  spirit  and  in  truth,  and  wherein 
men  go  from  confessing  Him  at  the  family  altar, 
to  ouifess  Him  in  every  occupation  of  relative 
life,  provides  an  absolute  outpouring  of  god- 
hneis  upon  the  mass  of  society.  There  is  a 
saronr  of  the  name  of  Jesus,  spread  over  it 
with  delightful  fragrancy.  There  is  a  positive 
increase  of  pablic  holiness ;  and  in  the  same 
degree,  a  blessing  bestowed  upon  the  land  and 
its  inhabitants. 
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If  the  Canaanites  had  their  reUgion — a  men 
godless  superstition,  whereby  ihey  were  misled 
and  lost,  did  it  not  become  Abram  to  exhibit 
that  better  form  of  worship,  which  God  the 
Holy  Ghost  had  taught  him  to  know  and  love  t 
If  the  world  has  its  religion,  stamped  with  it& 
own  image,  and  bearing  its  own  superscrip- 
tion, the  mere  eounteri'eit  of  that  which  God 
requires ;  shall  not  the  Christian,  when  he  see« 
deluded  men,  taking  service  with  Satan,  and 
worshipping,  with  the  hUnded  idolaters  around 
him,  the  lust  of  the  flesh,  and  the  lust  of  the 
eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life,  and  whatsoever  ii 
not  of  die  Father,  but  is  of  the  world — feel 
the  power  of  his  Saviour's  claim  upon  him,  to 
exhibit  in  his  own  practice,  the  new  and  better 
way  of  peace  and  happiness  of  which  the  world 
knows  nothing?  If  Noah,  as  a  preacher  rf 
righteousness,  condemned  the  world,  while  he 
became  heir  of  the  righteousness  which  ia  hf 
faith,  shall  not  you,  who  beheve,  and  hold  fatf 
to  your  hearts,  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the . 
blessed  God,  leave  timiily  and  therefore  personal'l 
irreligion  witliout  excuse,  so  far  as  your  own 
example,  and  that  of  your  household  can  ez^ 
tend?  And  I  would  ask,  whether  there  be  any 
better  nietliod  of  bearing  this  testimony,  thaai 
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•  

bj  walkmg,  like  Davids  within  your  house  with 
a  periEsct  heart;  and  opening,  like  Daniel, 
die  windows  of  an  unpretending  consistency,  to 
ffim  whose  you  are  and  whom  you  ought  to 
sore? 

Iniercemon  also,  which  composes  an  essen- 
tial, and  truly  fragrant  part  of  the  general 
incense  of  fisunOy  prayer,  is  a  blessing  upon 
othen.  little  did  the  hardened  transgressors 
in  Sodom  think,  that  Abraham  was  pleading  for 
them.  little  did  they  dream,  that  if  an  over- 
wfaehning  awe  of  Jehovah  had  not  closed  his 
lips  from  uttering  one  more  petition,  their  city 
would  have  been  saved  from  the  fire  of  heaven, 
tea  the  sake  of  that  righteous  family  which  he 
bore  on  his  heart  before  God.  And  if  there  be 
eooac^tions  in  prayer  for  the  wrestlers  with 
God  at  his  throne  of  grace,  it  is  not  the  least, 
that  while  blessings  will  be  given  to  the  inter- 
ceanr  for  others,  in  his  own  soul,  even  as  the 
Lord  turned  the  captivity  of  Job  when  he 
pimyed  for  his  friends ;  the  souls  of  others  may 
abo  be  given,  according  to  the  divine  purpose, 
to  such  supplication,  as  God's  appointed  way 
that  they  should  be  led  to  Jesus.  Intercessory 
pnyer  is  greatly  neglected  in  Christian  families, 
and  much  wroi^;  is  thereby  done  to  many,  who 
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have  a  right  to  ejcpect  at  our  hands,  a  ploadii^ 
remembrance  on  tlieir  behalf  with  God.  It  oi^Irt 
not  so  to  be,  I  affectionately  ask  of  you  who  haft 
family  altars,  that  it  may  not  be  bo  with  you. 
When  you  remember  the  Sacrifice  of  Christi 
when  you  remember  his  all  prevailing  Intcrcefr* 
sion  for  yourselves,  do  not  foi^et  to  present 
others  by  Him  to  the  Father ;  that  they  also  m«y 
have  the  sprinkling  of  the  same  Atonement,  and 
the  Almighty  plea  of  the  same  Advocate. 

It  would  be  easy  to  continue  thb  subject,  and 
to  extend  it  far  beyond  the  limits  hitherto 
reached  ;  but  the  time  allows  not.  I  merely 
aim,  to  strike  a  few  of  the  chords  which  should 
vibrate  upon  yourhearts,  when  this  great  theme, 
is  opened,  and  would  leave  you,  who  are  spi 
tual,  to  make  the  modulations,  I  must 
however  close  my  remarks  without  a  few 
of  appeal. 

To  the  rulers  of  prayerlea  familiea.    I  woi 
be  clear  from  your  blood ;    and  therefore, 
would  beseech  you  to  be  clear  from   the  bl< 
of  those,  whose  eternal  interests  God  hath  pro*, 
videntially    intrusted    to  you,    as  well  as  that 
present  need  and  bodily  welfare.     "  Prayerli 
families  are  so  many  defenceless  citadels,  l3rii^] 
open  and  exposed  to  the  incursion  of  every  foel 
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ibereit  flie  lionses  of  the  truly  devout,  are  like 
cydes  ivbere  tKe  Liord  dwells,  and  which  are 
giniioBed  ^th  the  Divine  Presence/'  Are 
jDii  the  appointed  warders  of  these  towers  ?  See 
tiien,  that  you  neglect  not  your  charge ;  see 
that  yoia  do  not  leave  them  without  the  Al- 
mightinesB  of  God  for  their  protection.  I  do 
not  indeed  expect  that  you  should  pray  with 
jour  domestic  cirde,  until  the  Spirit  of  grace 
and  supplication  has  been  poured  upon  you, 
overmUng  and  inciting  you  to  plead  with  God 
for  yomnelTes :  because  it  were  an  absolute  con- 
tmdiction  to  the  dealing  of  God  to  indulge 
mch  an  expectation.  Abram  built  no  altar, 
imtQ  Jehovah  had  appeared  unto  him,  and 
lifted  up  the  knowledge  of  salvation  within 
his  heart.  Oh  that  God  therefore,  even  God 
the  Holy  Ghost,  may  open  the  windows  of 
heaven,  and  pour  out  the  grace  of  conversion 
i^on  you ;  that  you  may  look  in  holy  faith  to 
Jesos ;  and  then  by  the  light  of  your  example, 
that  others  also  may  be  led  to  Him ;  so  that 
eientaally,  you  and  yours  may  become  one 
feU,  under  one  Shepherd !  Why  should  your 
houses  be  like  the  mountains  of  Gilboa,  on 
which  no  heavenly  dews  fedl  to  water  and 
wbesii  them  ?     Why  should  children,  or  ser- 
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vants,  whose  hearts  the  Holy  Spirit  may  have 
touched  and  changed,  liave  to  feel  the  barren* 
ness  of  spiritual  things  in  your  family,  and 
mourn  their  own  sad  portion  in  it  ?  This  pro- 
faneness  will  not  die  with  you.  It  may  be,  U 
I  have  already  observed,  a  dreadful  legacy  to 
tliose  who  survive  you.  The  worshippers  of 
God  will  be  grieved  for  what  they  d^y  see, 
and  what  they  daily  miss,  in  your  houses ;  and 
the  ungodly  will  be  confirmed  in  their  rebellion 
by  the  example  of  a  prayerless  master  or  mis- 
tress: or,  more  awful  still,  of  both  together; 
of  both  united  in  a.  fearful  conspiracy  against- 
the  honour  of  God,  and  the  souls  of  other*. 
Shall  you  and  yours  labour  for  the  meat  thai 
perisheth,  as  if  there  were  no  other  world,  bat 
that  in  which  you  live :  and  wholly  neglect  th* 
bread  that  came  down  from  heaven,  the  fle^ 
of  the  son  of  man,  which  He  gave  for  the  life  of 
the  world  ?  Shall  you  and  yours  live,  as  if  there 
were  no  Father  who  made  the  world,  and. 
adopted  his  saints  to  glorify  Him ;  no  Saviour,, 
essential  Deity,  in  human  flesh,  who  redeemed 
them  to  God  by  his  blood ;  and  no  Holy  Ghost,, 
who  puts  Christ  into  the  hearts  of  his  disciplea, 
and  seals  them  unto  salvation? 

Are  you,  however,  at  all  anxious  concerning 
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joor  own  salvadoii,  and  desirous  of  coming  to 
Jesus  merely  for  your  own  instruction  ;  and,  it 
may  be,  by  night  and  in  concealment  from  the 
world,  whose  ridicule  you  dread  ?  And  shall  it 
suffice  you  to  be  thus  cowardly — to  perform 
one  duty  in  a  comer,  and  omit  every  other — to 
Kek  a  Saviour  personally  to  yourselves,  and  yet 
bar  the  doors  of  your  house  against  Him? 
Awake  £rom  this  delusion,  and  let  not  the  fear 
cimui  any  longer  bring  a  snare  upon  you.  In 
times  oi  wasting  pestilence,  it  was  customary  to 
mark  those  houses  wherein  the  plague  was 
raging,  with  a  cross,  which  testified  to  the  misery 
of  its  inhabitants.  Beware  that  there  be  no 
mark  upon  your  houses,  to  shew  that  the  deep 
and  deadly  infection  and  plague-spot  of  family 
ungodliness  hath  infected  the  members  within. 
There  can  be  no  sanctification  in  the  outward 
comfort  of  such  prayerless  households ;  and  the 
cane  of  Gx>d,  not  less  dreadful,  because  it  is 
invisible,  will  be  poured  out,  in  blinded  minds, 
hardened  hearts,  seared  consciences,  and  spirits 
of  slumber.  If  you,  who  are  rulers  of  prayer- 
less  &milies,  know  any  thing  of  these  awful 
dangers,  by  God's  teaching,  will  you  allow  ano- 
ther night  to  pass  mthout  erecting  the  family 
altar?    If  any  of  you  are  prayerless  heads  of 
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prajerless  families,  how  sball  you  esc^ie  lit 
wrath  of  God,  while  you  thus  continue  in  lii 
and  encourage  others  in  their  rebellion,  by  tb 
authority  and  influence  of  your  example* 
Tollow  not  a  multitude  to  do  eyil.  Be  dq 
encouraged  in  family  atheism,  because  thex 
are  so  many  who  profess  it.  Will  you  indee 
rush  n-ith  the  herd  into  the  deeps,  and  perid 
because  you  have  company  in  your  destruction. 
Will  you  tell  God,  and  his  people,  and  tb 
world,  that  you  are  so  tied  and  bound  and  his 
dered  from  the  performance  of  religious  dutif 
at  home,  by  fear  and  apprehension,  that  yo 
cannot  conduct  family  worship  as  you  ought 
That  Is  a  wretched  modesty  which  is  ashante 
of  duty.  Name  it  not  before  God,  with  an 
hope  that  He  will  accept  an  excuse  which  yon 
own  unbelief  alone  has  induced  you  to  malu 
Would  God  this  might  be  the  ]a.st  prayerlei 
day  in  every  house  around  us !  Would  Go 
that  the  Book  of  Life  were  opened  in  the  midt 
of  every  family  circle  !  Then  might  it  be  hope 
that  salvation  had  indeed  come  to  every  siuj 
dwelling.  There  would  be  few  greater  joya  i 
the  life  of  a  minister,  and  in  the  stores  of  meni] 
wherewith,  amidst  its  trials,  difficulties,  aq 
hindrances,  he  may  still  lift  up  his  heart  to  gtf 
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God  the  glorj  of  having  in  any  degree  blessed 

it,  tkn  that  he   should  be  summoned,  to  com- 

neoee  the  dnty  and  privilege  of  domestic  wor- 

shqiandiiistruction^  in  the  house  of  any  hitherto 

pnjerleas  fiunily. 
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abram's  faith  in  eclipse- 
genesis  XII.  10— u. 
And  thru  was  a  rAnmt  in  tbm  lamd  :  awd  AanAM  w 

DOWN    INTO    EOVW    TO     SOJUltRN     THIHI ;     fOB,     TUB  tU 
W*«  omiTOlTB  IN    1-BI    LAKU.       ANO    IT  CAUB  TO  PA«,  WHM 
n>    WAS  CDHE  NIAS    TO    ENTIR     INTO    EcVPT,    TBAT    R1 
ITNTO  SAKA]  aiB    WIFK,    I1KUOI.D  NOW,   I    nNOW   THAT 


r.  This  ls  his  wtra : 


The  biography  of  the  Bible  is  a  gallery  of 
traits ;  and  every  picture  in  it   is  painted  widf 
the    unflattering   pencil   of  the   Holy  Ghost> 
Why  ia  it  thus !     Wliy  are  not  the  failings 
holy  men  cast  into  shade,  and  their  excellences 
brought    out  into  the   strongest   and  clearest 
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lights?    Surely 9  not  only  because  such  painting 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  truth  of  God ; 
but  that  another,  and  a  most  important  purpose 
mtj  be  answered  by  this  impartial  representa- 
tion of  good  and  evil,  sin  and  holiness,  in  the 
saints  of  the  Most  High.     While  the  household 
of  salfation  glorify  God,   for   the  triumphs   of 
his  grace,  which  made   these  elder  worthies  of 
the  Church  what  they  were  ;   their   manifest 
Waitings  in  the  divine  life   are  meant  to  warn 
OS  to  hare   no  other  pattern  of  imitation  than 
the  Great  Exemplar  of  the  Church ;  and  to  be 
taUawen  of  others,  only  as  their  path  was  trod- 
den according  to  the  blessed  footsteps  of  his 
most  holy  life.     Therefore  it  is,  that  lest  men 
sbovild  idolize  the  virtues  of  their  fellow  worms 
of  die  earth ;  and  think  all  would  be  well,  if 
their  standard  were  attained,  the  vnsdom  of  God 
pennitted  them  to  fall  into  sin ;  and  that,  in  the 
exercise  of  those  very  graces,  for  which  they  are 
bought  before  the  notice  of  the  Church.     A 
lesK>n  ii  thus  read,  that  no  flesh  should  glory 
in  the  presence  of  God.    A  testimony  is  thus 
given  to  the  needfulness  of  that  fountain  which 
is  opened  in   Christ  Jesus  for  sin  and  for  un- 
A>«nn^fff.       The     believer's     completeness    is 
Aewn,  not  to  be  in  himself;  but  in  the  Incar- 
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nate  Word — the  everUsting  perfection  of  hit 
disciples.  The  Christian  ia  taught  to  raise  hia 
view  of  goodness  above  all  created  example  ;  to 
be  holy  as  God  is  holy,  and  perfect,  as  God 
perfect,  0  how  increasingly  dear,  in  every  in^ 
stance  of  human  infirmity,  which  tlie  ChiistlaiL 
feels  in  himself,  or  sees  in  others,  should  be  the 
fi-oishcd  salvation  of  his  Lord  !  How  precious^ 
in  the  unquestionable  concurrency  of  all  ex- 
ample, that  "  theTe  it  not  a  jasl  man  upo» 
earth,  who  doeth  good,  and  sinnetk  not,"  '  should 
be  the  love  and  work  of  Him  whose  perfect 
righteousness  is  the  only  cause  of  justification 
before  God  ! 

Among  these  examples,  that  of  Abram  t» 
very  striking.  We  have  followed  his  path  ihnt 
far  in  brightness  ;  and  seen,  I  hope,  somethii^' 
of  the  beauty  of  his  walk  of  faith.  We 
now  hidden  to  look  upon  his  temporary  eclipse^ 
and  notice  the  dark  shadow  through  which 
must  pass,  before  the  restoring  Spirit  of  God' 
brings  him  again  into  the  light  and  truth  of  thUb 
simple  belief  which  was  yet  the  eminent  d 
racteristic  of  his  gracious  life  and  conduct.  Thtt 
subject  has  two  divisions. 
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IL  Hl8    REBUKE. 

And  may  Grod  the  Holj  Ghost  make  our 
CQDskieiation  of  the  virtues  and  failings  of  the 
&ther  of  the  fiedthful,  convincing  to  those,  who 
walk  in  the  nght  of  their  own  eyes,  and  after 
the  poor  devices  of  their  own  carnal  policies  ; 
ind  may  He  commend  this  portion  of  the 
patriarch's  history,  even  to  Christians^  so  prone, 
u  an  are,  to  walk  rather  hy  the  glimmerings 
(rf  their  ofwn  reason,  than  hy  the  eye  of  faith, 
ni^ly  and  simply  directed  to  the  Sun  of 
R^teouaness! 

L  Abram's  offence. 

He  went  on  journeying  still  towards  the 
fouthy  increasing  the  distance  from  the  land  of 
his  fonner  idolatries  at  every  step;  passing 
throfngh  the  country  of  promise,  in  its  length 
and  breadth,  so  that  he  might  see  its  beauty ; 
and  be  gracionsly  led  towards  the  place  wherein 
he  was  tor  a  little  while  to  sojourn.  But  now 
amysterioiis  providence  befel  him,  t>utting  his 
fittth  to  a  severe  trial,  and  weighing  it  in  the 
mancfg,  with  a  temptation,  against  which  it 
was  found  wanting.  There  was  a  £unine  in 
the  land — ^in  that  very  Canaan  where  God  had 
pnnoiaed   hini    a    heritage  and  a  possession. 
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Was  tliis  then  indeed  the  place  whither  the 
Most  High  had  led  him  ;  for  which  he  was  to 
leave  the  plenty  and  wealth  of  Chaldea  ?  Im- 
mediately after  having  built  his  altar,  and  wit- 
nessed lor  God  amidst  surrounding  idolatries, 
must  he  strike  his  tent  and  depart,  lest  he  aotf 
his  household  die  of  hunger  ?  Even  so.  And 
what  is  this  mysterious  dispensation,  but  a  typ* 
of  the  walk  of  faith  ?  Afflictions  may,  and  wilT 
abound  for  Christ,  They  who  will  live  godly 
ill  Him  must  suffer  persecution.  They  must' 
deny  themselves,  and  take  up  their  cross  anj 
follow  Him.  Trials  and  temptations  will  ariM 
out  of  their  very  privileges,  and  to  an  extent,. 
which  may  induce  the  short-sighted  worldlinetf 
of  unconverted  men  to  consider  them  as  foolit* 
for  resigning  so  much  of  present  enjoyment,  for 
such  a  manifest  portion  of  conflict  and  trial  8* 
must  attend  a  gracious  confession  of  Chrial 
crucified.  But  "  wisdom  is  justified  of  Arf 
children," '  Canaan  was  still  the  land  of  proJ 
mise,  though  oppressed  by  famine.  And  ihi 
are  unsearchable  riches  in  Christ,  although  tM 
inheritors  of  his  salvation  may  be  visited  wi^ 
outward  trouble.     In  the  world  they  may  hai 
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tribolatkniy  and  that  for  his  name's  sake,  but  in 
Him,  they  shall  have  a  peace  which  the  world 
can  neither  give  nor  take  away  ;  and  their  con- 
solations also  will  abound  by  Christ. 

The  sad  and  humiliating  infirmity  of  Abram, 
vm  under  our  examination,  was  not  a  solitary 
instance.  The  snare  of  the  fowler  was  spread 
again,  even  in  the  sight  of  the  bird  so  hardly 
escaped  before ;  again  was  the  prey  taken  cap- 
tive, and  only  delivered  by  the  unchangeable 
mercy  of  God,  acting  towards  his  poor,  weak, 
anfiil  firiend,  according  to  the  promises  and 
provisioiiB  of  the  everlasting  covenant.  He 
committed  precisely  the  same  offence  towards 
Abimelech,  King  of  Gerar,^  twenty-four  years 
after  this  grievous  distrust  of  God :  as  if  it  were 
to  shew  how  fearfully  sin  continues  to  abound, 
even  in  the  hearts  of  those,  firom  whom  its  curse 
and  Gcmdemnation  are  removed  for  ever :  and 
iwir  much  more  the  grace  of  God  abounds  in 
their  pardon  and  restoration.  Nay,  nearly  one 
bmdred  years  after  this  period,  and  when 
Abnham's  dust  was  mingled  with  that  of  Sarah 
in  the  cave  of  Machpelah,^  Isaac  his  son  was 
guilty  of  precisely  the  same  sin ;  and  that  too, 

*  Gen.  xr.  •  Oea.  xxtL 

VOL.  I.  P 


814 

immediately  after  a  most  gracious  revelatton, 
wherein  Jehovah  had  pledged  his  faitfafulneat 
and  his  uatfa,  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
him,  ahovc  all  that  he  could  ask  or  think,  Ob 
what  niaUgnity  and  power  are  there  in  the 
strong  and  insidious  workings  of  that  evil  hei 
of  unbelief  which  departelA  frotn  the  living 
God,'  even  when  liis  children  have  just  recei\"ed 
the  most  solemn  assurances  of  his  love  !  In  tha 
very  place  and  circum^stanccs,  where  Abram'a 
second  denial  of  Sarah  took  plao«,  did  Isaac 
also  deny  Rebekah  to  be  his  wife ;  as  thaugh 
the  awfiil  example  was  meant  expressly 
teach  every  believing  parent,  that  his  sins  and 
failures  in  the  obligations  of  the  divine  life,  may 
be  evil  examples  to  his  children,  and  stumbling 
blocks  in  the  way  of  their  spiritual  cotir&c. 

It  will,  however,  be  needful  to  approach  the 
ain  of  Abram  more  closely  and  examine  it 

(1)  In  iU  acting.  It  was  a  decided  prevaiU 
cation.  Sarah  was  indeed  his  half  aUler, 
being  llie  daughter  of  his  father  Tcrah,  by 
another  wife.  So  far  he  spake  the  truth.  But 
he  meant  to  deceive  the  Egyptians  aa  to  iixa 
fact  that  she  was  also  his  wife ;  and  thus 
prevarication  involves,  (as  such  miserable  sub- 
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terfuges  always  must  inrolve)  the  very  essence 
of  an  untruth.    For  what  is  a  falsehood  ?    That 
wiiidi  is  either  done  or  said  to  make  those  who 
lee  or  hear  the  act  or  the   speech,   receive  an 
mpression  ccmceming  it,  which  the  doer  or  the 
«yer  knows  to  he  essentiaUy  contrary  to  the 
&ct  and  reality.     Hew  are  the  mighty  fallen  i 
Horn  u  ike  gold  become  dimy  how  is  the  most 
jau  gold  chamged  I  ^    What  a  great  and  mourn- 
ful departure  has  Abram  made  from  the  way  of 
Gody  and  the  simplicity  of  faith !    These  things 
are  written  for  our  ensamples,  who  profess  to 
be  bis  seed.     Let  him  therefore^  that  thinketh 
he  standetkj  take  heed  lest  lie  falL^    And  may 
the  ererlasting  arms  of  power,  love,  and  faith- 
fiilnesSy  keep  us  in  the  hour  of  temptation, 
which  shall  assuredly  come  to  try  our   faith 
and  confidence  in  the  God  of  our  salvation ! 

But  such  passages  as  these,  are  portions  of 
holy  writ,  whither  the  sceptic  gladly  runs,  as  to 
a  nntsge-ground,  firom  which  he  may  hope  to 
itiike  a  heavier  blow  against  the  truth  of  God, 
and  cast  discredit  upon  his  word.  It  is  needful 
therefore^  that  while  we  entirely  and  unreserv- 
edly condemn  the  offence  of  Abram,  and  warn 
Ills  spiritual  posterity  against  sinning  after  the 

'  2  Sol  L  19.     Lun-  i^- 1-  '  1  Cor.  x.  12. 

P  2 


SIG  SERMON    XIT. 

similitude  of  his  transgression,  we  also  view  ths 
subject  in  its  proper  light,  and  deny  the 
calumny  heaped  by  infidels  upon  this  man  of 
God,  as  though  not  only  n  mean  and  sordid  Iovbl 
of  life  had  led  him  to  this  falsehood — for  so  let 
it  be  plainly  called — but  that  he  was  willing^ 
even  to  be  enriched  with  sheep,  and  oxen,  ai 
he  asses,  and  men  servants,  and  maid  serv&nl 
and  she  asses,  and  camels,  and  pieces  of  silveTj 
given  botli  by  Pharaoh  and  Abimelech,  as  ihit 
detestable  purchase  of  his  wife's  dishonour. 
The  charge  is  utterly  groundless.  One  : 
unjust  was  never  made  against  the  Saints  of  the 
Most  High,  by  those  who  say,  "  There,  there, 
so  would  we  have  it."  But  it  is  at  the  i 
time  a  solemn  caution  to  those  Saints,  how  they 
walk  ;  lest  at  any  time  they  give  the  enemies  of 
God,  occasion  to  blaspheme.  I  cannot  believe 
that  Ahram's  personal  safety  was  the  first  object 
in  his  mind,  and  the  fountain  whence  thLs  stream 
of  guilty  terror  flowed.  The  promise  of  Jehovah, 
that  in  his  seed  should  all  the  families  of  the 
earth  be  blessed — a  promise  for  which  he  bad. 
forsaken  all,  to  follow  in  God's  appointed  way^. 
was  the  leading  subject  of  his  thoughts,  and  the 
centre  of  his  heart's  repose,  for  his  own,  and  foT 
the  Church's  salvation.     If  he  were  then  to  die, 
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haw  could    the    promise    be    fulfilled?     The 
£g7ptians  and  the  men  of  Gerar  were  strangers, 
as  he  believed,  to  the  true  God.     If  Sarah  were 
torn  from  him,  that  promise,  as  it  seemed,  must 
come  to  an  end  for  evermore.     Hence  he  was 
led  to  that  crooked  and  most  indefensible  policy, 
of  making  Sarah  a  partner  in  his  untruth,  and 
charging  her  soul,  as  well  as  his  own,  with  the 
gmlt  of  fidsehood  before    God ;  that   she  also 
might  be   instrumental  in   avoiding  that  peril 
which  he  dreaded  above  all  things — even  the 
loss  of  the  world's  Redeemer,  in  his  posterity. 
Jacob  was  a  believer  in  the  word  and  covenant 
of  God,  when  he  was  led  by  his  mothers  most 
unholy  persuasion  to  obtain  the  blessing  of  the 
birthright   from    his  &ther    Isaac^     And  thus 
they  who  still  lean  only  for  salvation  upon  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  fall  into  temptation  and  a 
mare,  because  they  look  not  beyond  themselves 
—and  therefore  think  '^  the  Lord's  arm  to  be 
shortened  that  it  cannot  save,  and  his  ear  heavy 
that  it  cannot  hear."    Out   of  Abram's  very 
interest  therefore  for  the  Church  of  God,  does 
Satan   take  an  advantage.     And  thus  doth  he 
transform  himself  into  an  angel  of  light,  that  he 
may  spread  guilt  and  darkness  over  the  disci- 
ples of  Christ.     Abram  thought  there  was  no 
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fear  of  God  in  Egypt  or  Gerar,  But  where 
was  the  fear  of  God,  that  should  have  been 
within  his  own  heart,  when  he  could  thus  do  an 
act,  which  in  its  manifest  tendencies,  was  cal- 
culated to  turn  the  very  promise  into  miseiy 
to  himself  and  his  ivife? 

A  greater  danger,  not  only  to  our  souls,  bat 
to  our  present  true  interest  and  happiness* 
lurks  in  deviating  Irom  the  straight  forward  path 
of  moral  rectitude,  than  any  which  we  can  hope 
to  escape  by  mean  subterfuges  and  prevarica- 
tions. The  blessing  of  God,  immediate  as  well 
as  future,  must  only  be  expected  to  rest  upon 
us,  as  "  in  simplicitij  and  godly  tincerilf 
we  haveoiir  cmivertation  in  the  world."'  A 
lie  was  never  necessary  in  any  possible 
exigency  of  human  life :  and  if  the  fol- 
lowers of  our  Lord  are  led  astray  by  the 
devil  to  depart  from  Scriptural  principles,  is 
order  to  eke  out  the  measures  of  his  Almighd-- 
ness,  wisdom,  care,  and  lovcjby  the  poor  anil, 
dishonourable  expediences  of  their  own  devicei 
He  will  confound  thorn  in  the  Babel  of  theSf 
Q-Kii  building.  The  strength  of  Pharaoh  t» 
which  they  flee  shall  be  their  shame,  and  their' 
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trust  in  the  shadow  of  Egypt,  their  confusion. 
The  Saviour  might  anoint  the  eyes  of  one 
hlind  from  his  birth,  with  clay  made  of  earth 
and  spittle;  for  his  own  Almightine^  could 
make  means  apparently  the  most  contradictory, 
successfuL  But  if  feeble  man  shall  thus  pursue 
his  own  foolish  policies,  to  remove  his  difficul- 
ties, they  will  only  become  more  inveterate,  and 
more  hopeless. 

Nor  let  it  be  forgotten,  by  those  who  profess 
religioOy  and  who  should  be  jealous  of  the 
dinne  honour,  that  the  more  conspicuously  the 
believer  stands  in  the  world's  eye,  the  more 
iojarious  is  the  sin  of  his  evil  example.  When 
the  Saviour  is  thus  wounded  He  may  well  say, 
**  It  was  not  an  enemy  that  reproached  me ; 
fer  then  I  could  have  borne  it :  neither  was  it 
he  that  hated  me  that  did  magnify  himself 
agaimet  me  ;  then  I  would  have  hid  myself  from 
kim:  but  it  was  thoUy  a  man  mine  equal,  my 
guide,  and  mine  acquaintance"  ^ 

Watch  then,  and  pray  against  the  devices  of 
Satan  to  make  you  fall  into  any  insincerity  of 
^raik  before  God :  and  let  him  not  stand  upon 
bis  high  places  in  your  sin  before  the  Church, 
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to  wound  others  of  its  members ;  and  bid  th* 
infidel  stand  beside  him  to  enjoy  bis  triumph. 

(2.)  Abram's  sin  must  now  be  considered  In 
its  Principle.  And  in  one  word,  the  impulse 
was  Unbelief.  He  exercised  a  renowned  fiuth 
in  the^nal  promise  of  God ;  acting  in  bigh  and 
gracious  trust  upon  it.  But  he  fails — painfully 
and  very  sinfully  fails,  in  not  exercising  hii- 
belief  with  equal  steadfastness  in  reference  to 
intervening  circumttancet,  to  which  both  the 
promise  and  his  faith  were  equally  applicable. 
He  trusted  God  for  the  ejtd:  but  started  aside 
in  this  case,  like  a  broken  bow,  when  called  to 
rely  irapUcitly  upon  Him  for  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing that  consummation.  Alas  for  this  com- 
mon error,  so  destructive  to  the  peace,  as  w^ 
as  so  ujiworthy  of  the  high  vocation  of  Chris- 
tian professors  !  They  can  confide  in  Hiat 
"  w/io  of  God  u  made  unto  them  vittdom,  and 
Hghteoutness,  and  sanctifieation,  and  redenip- 
tioti," '  for  all  the  infinitely  precious,  and  ever^ 
lastingly  enduring  interests  of  their  souU.  But 
they  act  as  if  they  were  called  to  lean  upon 
broken  reed,  when  hidden  to  trust  Him  wiA 
the  little  interests  of  a  day,  and  the  petty 
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eernsof  a  body  which  to-morrow  may  be  laid  in 
die  gnfe.  They  can  suspend,  with  full  assu- 
rance of  faith,  their  expectation  of  pardon  upon 
die  propitiation  of  the  cross.  They  can  look 
confideady  to  that  Everlasting  Righteousness 
which  the  world's  Redeemer  has  brought  in  by 
his  perfect  obedience,  as  their  title  to  eternal 
Hfe — fare  beyond  the  possibility  of  successful 
challenge :  and  yet  amidst  the  comforts  of  this 
unhesitating  dependence,  they  can  almost  doubt 
the  tender  love,  and  infinite  might  of  their 
beatenly  Father,  in  matters  of  daily  concern- 
ment. As  though  He  who  spared  not  his  own 
Sod,  but  delivered  Him  up  for  us  all,  would  not, 
with  Him  also  freely  give  them  all  things.^ 
Believers  have  both  the  ground  of  faith,  and  the 
^roee  of  faith :  and  yet  they  are  continually 
acting  as  if  the  covenant,  instead  of  being 
boflt  upon  the  rock  of  ages,  God  in  Christ,  was 
set  upon  a  quicksand ;  as  if  that  foundation 
which  bears  the  weight  of  a  world's  salvation, 
would  not  sustain  a  falling  hair  of  the  head, 
^ch  has  hardly  weight  enough  to  carry  it  to 
tlie  ground  at  all.  The  moment  a  Christian 
tarns  aside  to  live  by  sense,  he  will  not  credit 

'  RoDumt  riii.  3*2. 
F  5 


323  SERMON    XIV. 

the  promises,  or  the  truth  of  their  uncfaan^ 
able  Giver,  unless  he  be  bribed  with  eenstbiB 
consolations.  lie  will  not  rest  his  soul  upon 
the  bare  undertakings  of  God  in  his  behalf,  if 
the  props  of  manifest  providences  seem  about 
to  he  withdrawn.  "  Except  I  shall  see  in  hk 
handx  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  put  myjutgm 
into  the  print  of  the  naih,  and  thrust  my  hcati 
into  his  side,  I  will  not  believe." ' 

A  faith,  thus  feeble  and  interrupted,  is  i 
sinfully  hasty,  that  it  cannot  wait  upon  Go^ 
even  for  a  moment :  but  if  the  answer  of  ttf 
petulant  petition  come  noton  the  instant,  is  read^ 
at  once  to  say,  "  The  Lord  thall  not  see, 
ther  shall  the  God  of  Jacob  regard."*  Wherei* 
it  is  faith's  truest  duty  and  dearest  joy  to  attm^ 
upon  its  Almighty  object,  and  say,  "  /  leiUlok 
unto  the  Lord,  I  will  wail  for  Ike  God  of  n 
salvation :  my  God  will  hear  me."  '  The  pro* 
mise  is  faithful,  the  performance  will  bo  sure. 

Marked  and  sad  was  the  diflereucc  between 
Peter,  crying  in  the  zeal   of  his  love  to  Jen 
"Lord,  if  it  be  Thou,  bid  me  come  unto  Thai 
on  the  water;"  and  that  same    Peter,  when  I 
exclaimed  in  his  unbelieving  agony,  "  LordsaV^ 
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me.**    Peter  differs  awfully  from  himself,  when 
heuing  only  the  Lord's  voice  sajdng  **  Come ; " 
and  giving  him  in  that  invitation,  the  assurance 
of  an  inviolable  safety ;  and  when  his  ear  opened 
only  to  the  howling  of  the  winds.     He  differed 
awfoDy  firom  himself,  when  seeing  Christ  walk- 
ing the  deep — ^the  pledge  of  his  own  preserva- 
tion firom  sinking ;  and  when  he  looked  only  on 
the  waves  which  threatened  to  engulph  him. 
The  moment  a  Christian  allows  himself  to  con- 
sult flesh  and  blood,  instead  of  God,  his  word, 
his  precept,  his  promise,  all  is  dark,  discourag- 
ing, and  threatening.     **  The  fear  of  man  bring- 
eth  a  snare : "  and  he  will  not  escape  it,  without 
injury  to  his  peace.     "  They  that  trust  in  the 
Lotd  shall  be  as  the  Mount  Sion,  which  may 
not  be  removed,  but  standeth  £sist  for  ever." 
They  who   turn  away  firom  Him,   to  terrify 
tbemselves   with   the  threatenings    of   second 
erases,  when  the  providential  heaven  seems  to 
lower  around  them,  are  wandering  firom  moun- 
tain to  hill,  having  forgotten  their  resting  place. 
Oh  for  the  voice  of  God  to  say  to  such  a  trem- 
Uing  believer,   "  /,  even  /,  am  He  which  com- 
fvrietk  pm  !      Who  art  thou  that  thou  shouldest 
k  afraid  of  a  man  that  should  die,  and  of  the 
^  of  wutn  that  shall  be  made  as  grass ;   and 
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Jorgeltesl  the  Lord  thy  Maker,  that  hath 
stretched  for  Ik  the  heaveni,  and  laid  the  foiah 
dationt  of  the  earth  ;  and  hatt  feared  conti- 
nually every  day,  because  of  the  fury  of  t/t» 
oppressor,  as  if  he  were  ready  to  destroy  I  and 
where  is  the  fury  of  the  oppressor  ?  '  "  "  Say  ga 
not,  A  confederacy,  to  all  them  to  whom  ihia 
people  shall  say,  A  confederacy:  neither fe 
ye  t/teirfear,  nor  be  afraid.  Sanctify  the  LorA 
of  Hosts  Himself;  and  let  Him  be  yowrfeoTf 
and  let  Him  be  your  dread :  and  He  thall  be  for 
a  sanctuary."'^ 

If  the  Saviour's  love  hath  been  made  knowd 
U>  you, — if  you  can  realize  your  interest  in  his 
engagements  on  your  behalf,  you  will  do  wisely 
often  and  tliankfully  to  consider  the  grouuds  of 
your  faith.     The  promise  of  help  in  every  ti 
of  need,  is  sealed  and  made  sure.     The  fai 
fulness  of  God  is  concerned ;  and  his  oath  I 
been  uttered.     Do  not  then  dishonour  Him 
unbelief,  and  by  fleeing  to  sinful  refuges,  wh) 
the  hour  of  trial  comes.     Meet  it  in  the  mi| 
of  God.     Stand  by  and  see  his  salvation, 
flaw  will  ever  be  detected  in  the  beauty  of 
providences.   The  feult  will  invariably  be  foi 
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in  your  infidelity.  And  therefore,  the  Redeemer 
first  rebuked  the  want  of  trust  in  his  disciples, 
"  0  je  of  little  faith  wherefore  did  ye  doubt," 
ind  then  rebuked  the  wind  and  the  sea ;  and 
there  was  a  great  calm.     Do  not  expect  a  suffi- 
cient and  unfailing  supply  from  the  shallow  rill 
cf  your  own  device,  when  you  turn  away  irom 
the  eternal   fountain  of   God's  Almightiness. 
Do  not  set  a  pile  of  dust,  and  a  heap  of  ashes, 
abofe  Him  who  made  and  sustains  the  world. 
Do  not  esteem  any  created  hindrance  and  an- 
tagonist to  be  an  enemy,  whom  the  might  of 
the  Creator  cannot  subdue.     Rest  upon  the 
arm  of  God,  ye  who  acknowledge  Him  as  your 
trust,  in  all  providential  difficulties.     ^^  There 
hoik  mo  temptation  taken  you,  (and  no  one  can 
take  you,)    but  euch  as  is   common   to   man: 
nd  God  is  faithful,  who  will  not  suffer  you  to 
he  tempted  above  that  ye  are   able;  but  will, 
with  the  temptation,  also  make  a  way  for  you 
to  escape,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  bear  it"  * 

But  when  the  risings  of  unbelief  become 
jour  shame  and  your  sorrow,  I  intreat  you, 
whose  hidden  life  is  notwithstanding,  that  of 
fiuth  in   the   Son  of  God,  not  to  question  the 
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truth  of  your  gracious  trust,  for  every  faintlaff 
fit  that  comes  over  it,  as  to  the  promises  ill 
tliia  life.  Abram  lived  not  only  to  regret  hia 
sin,  but  to  bear  many  a  noble  testimony,  aad 
make  many  a  bold  stand  for  the  God  of  fab 
salvation.  Mourn  and  lament  for  your  unbe* 
lief,  so  dishonourable  to  God,  and  so  unworthy 
of  bis  character.  Betake  you  to  the  blood  of 
sprinkling.  Betake  you  to  God's  reatoriifl 
Spirit :  and  seek  new  strength  from  Him,  that 
you  may  no  longer  walk,  like  Peter,  afar  off. 
but  abide  unshrinkingly  with  Him,  who  bath' 
said  to  the  feeblest  member  of  his  spiritual 
Church,  "  I  will  never  leave  thee,  I  will  nevOf 
forsake  thee."  Have  no  dread,  equal  to  that  w 
displeasing  God:  and  no  prayer  more  urgent 
than  that  of  holy  David,  "  Nold  Thnu  up  mf 
goingx  in  thi/  pat/is,  that  mt/ footsteps  slip  not."* 

II.  Upon  The  Rebuke  of  Abram's 
time  forbids  me  to  dwell  at  length  :  and  sureljt 
it  cannot  be  needful  to  lay  it  in  many  W( 
before  those  who  have  learned  to  form  any 
timate  of  the  tender  mercy,  whcrcwitlt  God 
heals  the  backsliders  from  his  faith,  and  con* 
tinues  to  love  them  freely. 
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(1.)  Ukat  rebuke  was  graciousy  beyond  all 
kmam  expectation*  Abram  might  well  have 
Jooked  for  a  fearfiil  manifestation  of  divine 
di^pieasnre,  when  he  proposed  to  be  more  wise 
than  God«  He  might  have  well  expected,  that 
the  hitaty  wherewith  he  had  charged  his  own 
loaly  and  his  wife's  soul,  might  have  been 
levereiy  visited  upon  him :  and  that  as  he  had 
sown  to  the  wind,  he  might  reap  the  whirl- 
wind, in  finding  Sarah  taken  indeed  from  him, 
and  made  the  concubine  of  Pharaoh,  at  one 
time,  and  of  some  of  the  people  of  Abimelech 
at  another.  But  blessed  be  God  who  doth  not 
deal  with  us  after  our  sins,  nor  reward  us  after 
our  iniquities !  Blessed  be  God  who  pours  coals 
of  fire,  upon  the  coldness  of  love  and  faith,  with- 
in the  hearts  of  his  servants,  when  both  are 
ready  quite  to  die,  by  loading  them  with  mer- 
cies instead  of  judgments !  Thus,  when  his 
pe<^le,  and  Abram  among  them,  were  but  a 
few  fnen  in  number ^  yea,  very  few ^  and  strangers 
fit  tke  land ;  when  they  went  from  one  nation 
to  another  J  from  one  kingdom  to  another  people  ^ 
He  suffered  no  man  to  do  them  wrong ;  yea^  He 
reproved  kings  for  their  sakesJ"* '     How  won- 
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derfully  does  He  interfere  to  bring  them 
from  the  furnace  into  which  their  own  imbelifi'^ 
has  cast  them ;  and  thus  indicate  at  once  lh»  _, 
mightiness  of  his  love,  and  the  sovereignty  ca 
his  grace ! 

It  deserves  remark,  that  while  the  faith  ^J 
Abram  and   Sarah  is    recorded  by  the    Uo^ 
Ghost,  in  Hebrews  xi,  their  unbelief,  in  lhft=L_a 
and  other  instances,    is  passed  by  in  absoliK.  W, 
silence  ;  as  though  it  were  to  shew  the  Churcr£, 
what  doubtless  the  same  eternal  Spirit  testifia 
to  them,  that  God  had  blotted  out  as  a  thid 
cloud  tJieir  transgressions,  and  as  a  cloud  their  " 
sins  of  distrust  and  infidelity.     The  example  of 
their  faihng  in  the   grace  of  f^th,  is  given  in 
the  history,  as  a  warning ;  while  in   the  good 
report  of  thetn,    the  strong   exercise   of    that 
grace  is  alone  remembered,  as   an  example  to 
the  Church.     And  not  only  did  they  depart  in 
peace  and  safety,  both  from  Egypt  an  d  GenMf 
but  they  went  away  loaded  with  preaeiiLn  a 
benefits.     Was  this  then  an  encouragement  I 
sin?     Was  this  dealing  towards  them,  meant  ti 
shew  that  God  lightly  regarded  their  iniqut^ 
—nay,  that  God  approved  it  ?     Oh,  far  from  la'" 
be  the  dreadful  impiety  of  such  a  supposition  ! 
No :  it  was  the  overflowing  of  mercy, — it  was 


>le  to 

irt  in 

lerujJ 

Dt  tm 

intul 

'"'■HI 


abram's  faith  in  eclipse.         329 

pnrfbsion  of  love^ — ^it  was  the  outpoured 
I  of  tmimagmable  tenderness;  whereby 
*y  perhaps,  their  hearts  could  be  bound  up. 
as  the  Omnipotence  of  goodness  to  keep 
firom  despair;  to  lift  up  the  hands  of 
fidth,  and  to  strengthen  its  feeble  knees 
they  might  better  run  the  way  of  God's 
nandments.  Where  sin  had  abounded) 
»  much  more  abounded.  It  is  equally 
's  present  mode  of  dealing  with  liis  un- 
ffiB^  children :  and  thus  doth  He  say  to 
{,  (may  every  one  of  them  hear  his  voice, 
be  led  by  the  bands  of  his  tenderness  to 
Mdely  and  implicitly  upon  Him,)  "  0  Israel 
n  unto  the  Lard  thy  God ;  for  thou  hast 
»  by  thine  iniquity.  I  will  heal  their  back* 
ig^  I  will  love  them  freely :  for  mine  anger 
med  away  from  him**  ^ 
)  But  infinitely  tender  as  this  rebuke  might 
was  yet  humiliating ^  aI/(nost  beyond  any  other 
might  be  imagined.  In  one  case,  Pharaoh, 
iathen  king,  remonstrates  with  Abram, 
hat  is  this  that  thou  hast  done  imto  me, 
didst  thou  not  tell  me  that  she  was  thy 
f**     And  the  father  of  the  faithful  thus 

*  HoteA  zi?.  1,  4. 
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overtaken  with  a  sense  of  his  ain,  and  bow 
to  the  dust  by  the  equity  and  righteonsnew 
his  reprover,    is  left  without  nply*    In  t: 
other  case,  Abimelech  said  onto  hiiiiy  ^  Wft 
hast'  thou    done  unto  us,  and  wktt  htmr 
offended  thee^  that  thou  hast  tannii^t  M  H 
and  on  my  kingdom,  a  great  on?    nmiM 
done   deecb  unto  me    that  oaght  not  tof  ■ 
done : "  and  Abram  can  only  oflfar  a  mmn  ttl 
dishonest  apology. 

The  pleading,  expo6tnlatiiig,rqHroaddiglDQk 
of  the  persecuted  SayionTy  migbt  weD 
the  heart  of  Peter,  ao  tliat  Iio  w«nt  toKlk  ^ 
wept  bitterly.    But  then    waa  ma    eapeM 
shamefulness  to  Abram,  in  llie  hnmiliatiim  tf 
being  placed  under  the  lebnke  of  anch  vepv 
vers :  even  as  to  Jonah,  wiien  llie  heathen  aU 
master  came  and  awoke  Un,  and  aaid^  "  Wl 
meanest  thauj  O  iheper  t   mri99f  eaU  tpoa 
God;  if  90  be  that  Qod  will  tkmk  igiMM^ 
we  peruh  not.*^  ^    And  tbiis  moat  the  m 
children  of  their  Father   who  ia  in  hi 
expect  to  be  humUed,  and  diahononnd, 
convinced,  even  by  woildly  men,  ^en 
forsake  the  Rock  of  their  aCmqfth,  andth 
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t)f  tbeir  God,  and  the  obligations,  under  which 
Tedeeming  lore  has  laid  them,  to  foUow  mise- 
fible  expediencies,  that  they  may  avoid  a  diffi- 
enlty,  or  secure  an  advantage,  by  means,  of 
'which,  men  high-minded  and  honourable,  ac- 
oording  to  this  world's  erring  standard,  would 
he  ashamed.  Avoid  the  snare  ;  and  when  such 
temptations  assail  you,  answer  in  the  gracious 
loftmess  of  Nehemiah's  spirit,  **  So  will  not  I, 
because  of  the  fear  of  God." 

It  is  the  sin  and  the  shame  of  our  public,  our 
lodal,  and,  too  generally,  of  our  more  private 
ooodnct,  that  instead  of  standing  upon  the  holy 
nd  immoveable  rock  of  God's  perfect  word, 
adspted  as  it  is  to  every  possible  procedure 
nd  dicumstance  of  human  life,  and  looking 
with  a  single  eye,  that  God  in  all  things  may 
be  glorified,  we  make  the  ever-shifting  quick- 
sttid  of  a  poor  and  unworthy  expediency,  the 
fimndation,  aa  which  we  base  our  actions  God- 
ward,  and  man-ward.     That  expediency,  has  a 
most  mischievous  power  of  adapting  itself  to  all 
the  selfish  policies  of  a  fallen  nature,  prone  to 
seek  its  own  things,  and  not  the  things  that  are 
Jesus  Christ's.     The  consequence  is  obvious. 
Our  professing  Christianity,  mournfully  wants 
the  magnificence  of  simplicity,  and  the  unequi- 
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vocal  beauty  of  a  devoted  consistency. 
tionally  and  individually,  we  are  thus  placed  - 
the  tender  mercies  of  every  immineut  tcmptrsi 
tion;    and  in  our  miserable  short-sigh tedne^p= 
have  no  eye  for  the  glory,  the  help,  or  the  c<^^ 
solations  of  that  God  who  has  promised  to  hczrai 
our  them  who  honour  Him,  by  an  honest  ^l_jji 
intrepid  connexion    of  Himself,    his    law,      iii^ 
covenant,  and  his  praise,  with  all  they  thixii; 
and  do,  and  say.     That  sad  and  mean  expedi- 
ency   brought    sin,    shame,    and    danger,    even 
upon  the  friend  of  God.     It  has  thrust,  as  I 
fear,  our  country  near  to  the  awful  brink  of 
national   convulsion.     It   defiles  and   import 
rishes  the  course  of  our  private  actions.     The 
blessing  of  the  Most  High  God  can  never  b» 
expected  to  attend  it.     May  the  Eternal  Spii^ 
of  God,  pour  forth  the  grace  of  a  simple  faith 
in  his  wise  sovereignty,  and  fatherly  care  of  hil 
Church  upon  us ;  so  that  all  of  us  who  proft 
gracious   membership    with    tlie    Lord    JesW 
Christ,  may  turn  round  in  any  difficulty,  how- 
ever apparently  insurmountable,  upon  the  lyin({ 
seductions  of  worldly  expediency,  which  would 
lead  us  to  dishonour  God  by  resting  on  cr« 
tuie  helps;   as  Shadrach,  Meshech,  and  AbeJ 
nego,  said  to  the  King  of  Babylon : 
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^mckaJgneaszar^  we  are  not  careful  to  answer  thee 
in  Mir  wtatler.  If  it  be  to,  our  God  whom  we 
^Jene,  is  able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning 
^^/eryfunuice,  and  He  will  deliver  us  out  of  thine 
J^,  0  King.  JBut  if  not,  be  it  known  unto 
^e,  0  Kinffj  that  toe  will  not  serve  thy  gods, 
iMr  wnhip  the  golden  image  which  thou  hast  set 
«p/"  Daniel  iii.  16—18. 
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THE   SEPARATION   BETWEEN  ABRAU  AND  Uffit 


GENESIS  XIII.  %  9. 
Abram  said  unto  Lot,  Lkt  thsbb  n  m 

THXX  BBTWXXN  MX  AND  THU,  AMD  WU'IPJUUI  MW 

AND  THY   HKRDMBN ;    FOR  WI  Bl   BUmUUHI.     It 

WHOLE  LAND  BXPORX    THIS  ?     8tf  ABATB  TMnmJt,  I  lUV 

THXX    FROM    MX.     If    THOU  WILT    TAKB    TU 

THEN  I   WILL  GO  TO  THB    RIOBT :    Oft   V    tSOO 

THB  RIGHT  HAND,  THIN  I  WILL  00  TO 


Circumstances  of  pressiiig  uzgencjinijoecai^ 
to  separate  spiritual  mindi  fiom  tfaoao  hiUli 
and  associationsi  in  which  they  deUght :  but  A» 
moment  such  pressure  is  lemoredf  thej  iriA 
return  with  joy  to  their  rest,  and  rMame  dnir 
beloved  employments.  The  fiuoiiie  o1ilq[ed 
Abram  to  go  down,  and  iqjoiim  in  fegjpl:  no 
sooner  however  does  he  leun  that  fSbut  Laid  lad 
visited  Canaan^  in  giving  his  people  breed*  thas 
he  joumies  thitherward  again ;    "  fur  mk§r§  ku 
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treature  was,  there  was  his  heart  also.**^  He 
entered  the  land  of  promise  at  its  southern 
extremity,  which  lay  towards  the  north-east,  of 
£g?pt ;  but  he  halted  not  until  he  had  again 
leached  Bethel^  where  he  had  built  his  altar, 
and  called  on  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  that  he 
might  resume  his  beloved  worship,  and  glorify 
tgain  the  God  of  his  salvation,  in  the  scene  of 
iormer  mercie8« 

It  might  be  imagined,  that  he  would  now 

remain  at  peace  on  this  consecrated  ground. 

fiut  ?ery  little  is  known  of  the  divine  dealing, 

bj  those  who  have  not  learned  that  wheresoever 

tile  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Xiord  Almighty 

build  their  rest,  their  heavenly  Father  will  put  a 

thom  in  it,   to  hinder  them  £rom  lying  too 

closely  and  securely  there.     Trial  foimd  Abram 

in  Bethel;  and  the  cause  originated  with  his 

own  &mily«     The  instructive  history  of  this 

inioad  on  his  comfort  may  shew  us — 

L    The  conduct  of  Abbam. 

IL    The  conduct  of  Lot. 

The  dark  foil,  upon  which  the  diamond  is 
moonted,  aerves  to  bring  out  more  strongly  the 
of  the  gem ;  and  such  is  the  power  of 

*  Matt  n.  21. 
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contratit  in  the  present  case.     It  will  be  noticac 
by  shewing,  ( 

I.  The  conduct  of  Absau.  i 

The  soil  of  Canaan,  with  little  exception,  nm 
occupied  by  the  people  of  the  land,  in  actiu] 
tenure;  although  the  father  of  the  faithful  hof 
God's  own  warrant  for  its  posseasiou.  WhcB; 
therefore  Abram  came  thilher,  rich  in  CHttli) 
in  silver,  and  in  gold ;  when  Lot  also,  wbt 
went  with  him,  had  flocks  and  herds  and  tent^ 
there  was  not  sufficient  pasturage  to  feed  thi 
whole.  "  The  lund  ivos  not  able  la  bear  tief^ 
thai  tkei/  might  dwell  together ;  for  their  nA 
stance  was  great,  so  that  they  could  not  tbcai 
tegether."^  Their  prosperity,  instead  of  in< 
creasing  the  closeness  of  family  love,  becamfl 
the  very  element  of  family  separation.  ITui 
world's  wealth,  and  the  sordid  opposition  i 
interests  which  it  involves,  too  often  witlier  tl 
charities  of  kindred  or  domestic  life,  or  al  lea 
alienate  the  members  of  the  same  houseliol^ 
much  more  from  each  other,  than  when  thei 
common  store  was  less.  Not  so  "  iht  utuearck 
able  riches  of  Christ." '  The  more  fully  ihej 
are  imparted  by  Him,  and  enjoyed  by  bis  disc£ 

'  Om.  xiii,  6.  >  Eph.  iii.  K. 
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pies,  die  more  doeely  are  those  disciples  united 

to  each  other  in  love,  as  common  members  of 

Us  body.     Towards  that  unalloyed  and  holy 

wealth  then,  should  the  followers  of  their  Lord  be 

directed,  with  an  unquenchable  desire  to  possess 

k,  and  to  «<  he  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God:'  ^ 

Abiam  was  rich;  yet  he  was  the  friend  of 

Qod.    How  was  this  ?     How  can  the  camel  go 

dnoag^  the  eye  of  a  small  needle,  or  the  rich 

fliin  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ?     Hath 

not  mu's  Saviour,  and  man's  imerring  Prophet 

pot  the  solemn  question,  and  invested  it  with 

cKficolties  that  seem  almost  to  imply  impossi- 

Uity?*     It  cannot  be  denied  that  He   has: 

adi  well  He  knew  what  was  in  the  heart  of 

■an,  when  He  put  the    interrogation  upon 

neord.     Riches  have  assuredly  a  direct  and 

faadfid  tendency  to  fill  us  with  the  love  of  the 

woild,    rather    than    of    that    invisible    and 

eternal  good  which  centres  in  the  Everlast- 

iag  Ood,  as  the  real  wealth  of  his  creatures. 

Bit  then  they  involve  no  absolute  necessity 

to  produce  this  awful  result.     They  are  not 

adaBiantine  bars  and  bolts  to  exclude  men  who 

hacfe  an  ample  portion  of  them  from  the  unmo- 

TJng  glories  of  a  better  world.     That  exclusion 

>  Eph.  iiL  19. 
VOL.  I.  Q 
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rests  with  their  abuse.  Oar  own  corrupt  natuq 
converts  Uie  abundance  which  God  bestowi 
into  occasions  of  idolizing  the  gift,  to  tbe  dii 
honour  of  the  Almighty  Girer,  and  of  depaito 
ing  from  Him,  in  the  aiFectiona  of  the  heart. 

That  the  mere  possession  of  riches  canitol 
destroy  a  soul,  is  plain  and  obvious.  Abran 
was  rich  in  cattle,  in  silver,  and  in  gold.  X^xi 
rus  was  a  beggar,  destitute,  and  filled  with  si 
disease ;  but  when  he  died,  angels  carried  t 
poor  outcast  into  Abram's  bosom,  and  thei 
they  dwell  together,  in  the  separate  rest  of  tl 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  fault  therefore,  is  not 
in  God,  nor  in  the  wealth  which  He  bestowif 
that  so  few  of  its  possessors  tread  the  way  i 
salvation,  and  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God. 
but  that  Satan  thus  takes  advantage  of  our  sin 
ful  nature,  to  make  men  misapply  the  bountii 
of  the  Most  High,  to  his  dishonour,  and  thei 
own  destruction.  He  who  is  rich  in 
world's  good,  is  however  placed  in  a  situatii^ 
of  peril,  which  should  be  continually  summoi 
ing  him  to  watch  and  pray,  that  he  may  coui 
all  things  but  loss  for  Christ :  and  then  wi 
God  all  things  aje  possible. 

(1)    The   circumstances   of  Abram   at    t] 
period  of  his  history  called  forth  a  beautij 
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ezhifaition   of  hit  Disinterestedness,      Canaan 
had  been  conferred,   not  upon  Lot|  but  upon 
hit  nude,  by  the  solemn  title   of  an  especial 
promiae  from  God.     Yet  without  a  murmur, 
md  apparently  without  an   effort,  does  he  say 
to  his  nephew,  **  Is  not  the  land  before  thee  ?  " 
And  Lot  is  bidden  to  choose  what  portion  he 
nay  please  to  occupy.    If  there  be  any  pastures 
■ore  rich,  any  streams  more  copious,   in  one 
place  than  another,  he  is  directed  to  make  his 
own  dectioni  with  a  liberality  which  he  was 
litde  disposed  to  imitate.     There  is  a  largeness 
of  heart  in  the  offer,  attesting  within  Abram's 
wind  a  consdousness  of  wealth   beyond   the 
power  of  Canaan,   beyond  the  power  of  the 
worid*s  riches  to  bestow.     Such  generosity  is — 
if  I  may  so  speak,  gradously  natural  to  those 
who  know  that  they  have  Christ  in  all  things, 
ad  all  things  in  Christ ;  as  their  Father's  wis- 
dom makes  the  distribution. 

If  Abram  had  been  generous,  simply  because 
he  was  rich,  his  example  would  have  been  an 
SMmaly  in  the  world's  history — a  strange  con- 
tndiction  to  the  experiences  of  natural  and  un- 
comrerted  man.  Riches  tend  rather  to  dose, 
than  to  expand  the  generous  affections  of  the 
They  do  not  encourage  their  owner  in 

Q  2 
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pouring  tliem  forth  upon  thenecessi ties  of  oiher^s 
Abram  was,   however,   a  saint   of  God.     i~~ 
looked  therefore  for  his  true  possession  beyo^K 
the  sheep  walks  and  wells  of  Canaan,  even  ti^^ 
city  which  hath  foundations,  whose  builder  te_  zi 
maker  is  God.     His  portion-^ that  on  which      i 
lived  by  faith,  though  invisible,  was  immea9Uj>. 
ably  more   vast    and    magnificent,   than   aiy, 
about  which    the  herdmen   of  Lot   contended 
with  his  own  :  and  therefore,  the  petty  differ- 
ence  that  could  exist  between  a  dwelling  in  ih 
or  that  quarter  of  the   land,  was  of  little  i 
ment.     He  could   afford   to  be  generous,  a 
give  Lot  the  choice,  where  only  some 
tary  and  perishing  advantage   could  be  gainej 
or  lost  to  him,  by  his  nephew's  election.    Ale»- 
ander  reserved  to  himself  the  hope  of  mighty 
conquests,  in  addition  to  the  realm  which  wa< 
his  own  by  birth ;  and  therefore,  he  gave  away  . 
many  kingdoms ;    realizing  the    bright    ez] 
tancy  which  lived  continually  in  hia  eye. 
Christian  also,  in  whose  heart  the  Holy  Ghoi 
hath  lighted  up  a  hope  of  blessedness  to  com 
that  maketh  not   ashamed,   in   addition  to  I 
present  heritage  of  peace,  joy,  holiness, 
triumph  in  his  Redeemer,  may  well  stand  as 
in  holy  quiet,  allowing  others  to  press  befoii 
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hot  and  hasty  pursuit  after  the 
t  and  £euling  good,  for  which  they  pant, 
ay   ^well    understand  the    words   of  our 
Jesus  Christ — "  It  is  more  blessed  to  give 
to   receive.^  ^     Such  disinterestedness  is 
Ij  the  disciple's  duty  and  pleasure ;  for  it 
the  mind  of  his  Grreat  Examplar.     *'  Ye 
«  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christy  that 
mgjh  He  was  richf  yet  for  your  sakes  He  became 
or,    that  ye   through  his  poverty   might  be 
idL**     The  Redeemer's   love  was,  in  truth, 
ferfectly  pure.     The  sacrifice  whereby  He  pro- 
filed reconciliation  between  man  and  God,  was 
iainenae.     Yet  was  it  freely  made,  in  behalf 
of  those,  firom  whom  He  could  hope  for  nothing 
igain,  except  to  win  them  to  love  Him,  by  the 
KDse  of  that  affection  wherewith  "  He  loved 
ttan,  and  washed  them  from  their  sins  in  his 
9wn  blood:' ^ 

The  enemy  of  our  souls  is  continually  making 
iemands  upon  us  for  service,  for  peace,  for 
iopcy  for  body,  and  for  soul ;  and  never  ceases 
nying,  like  the  daughters  of  the  horse  leech, 
'  Give,  give.**  But  the  Saviour  of  our  souls, 
vho  gave  Himself  for  them,  that  He  might 

'  Act!  zz.  35.  »  2  Cor.  Tiii.  9.  »  lUr.  i.  5. 
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redeem  them  to  God,  doth,  with  Himself,  ( 
ly  give  us  all  tilings.     And,  if  such  was  the  d  j 
interested  nature  of  our  Lord's  affection,  ii[^^_^  ■ 
not  a  sad  and  moumtul  sight   to   behold  t»-      ,■ 
worldliness  of  his  disciples — the  eager  ■''■""— ^  i 
those  wlio  profess  to  have  in  Him,  wealth  wh.^^,'^, 
the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take  away,  ti^^M  f, 
among  the   foremost  in    their    endeavours.*     ^^ 
abound  in  earthly  things :  as  if  Mammon  vcr»t/ai 
still  Iiave  a   shrine   in  tlieir  hearts;  or  CVini^       '* 
were   an   insufficient   portion;  or   the   Father      1^ 
would  not  with  Him,  communicate  every  otier      j^ 
blessing.     Paul   had   learned  that  best  leMan,       .^ 
which  the  Spirit   of  God   could  teach,  for  his       ^ 
present  comfort   and   jieace ;    because  he  had       M 
learned,  in  whatever  state  he  was,  therewith  lu 
be  content.     But  then   the   fulness  of  God's 
salvation  was  his  portion.  Therefore  the  selfish- 
ness   of    his    nature    was  subdued;    iherefore 
the  springs  of  holy  love  to  others  were  opened 
within  his  heart ;  therefore  he  sought  not  hi* 
own  profit,  but  the  profit  of  many,  that   they 
might  be  saved,     And  if  Uie  life  which  any  one 
is  now  living,  be  the  life  of  faith  in  the  Sett  of 
God,  it  ought  to  be  manifested  to  the  chon^ 
and  to  the  world,  by  a  holy  -^ !"-•-—>-'- ■»-— 
of  conduct,  which  may  ob 
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^^ovledge     of    him,  that  he    has    been   with 

(2,)  We  have  also  a  truly  instructiTe  example 
^f  Abram*s  meekness.     He  was  the  head  of  the 
Whole    fiftinily;    the  priest,   the   prophet,  the 
king  orer  them  all.    He  was  the  especial  ob- 
ject of  the  promises  of  God.     Canaan  was  made 
over  to  him,  and  not  to  Lot,  by  the  unchange- 
mhle  decree,  and  sure  declaration  of  the  Most 
High.     It  was  for  him  therefore,  to  determine 
"where  he  would  choose  to  pitch  his  own  tent, 
and  feed  his  own  flocks :  and  it  was  for  Lot  to 
take  what  might  thus  be  determined  as  his  in- 
ferior portion.   But  while  Abram  freely  resigns 
^ua  unquestionable  right  of  choice,  with  a  dis- 
interestedness, alas,  so  very  imcommon  in  the 
world,  he  turns  aside  from  his  privilege  with  a 
neekness  that  it  is  impossible  too  much  to  ad- 
mire.    Though  he  might  have  much  boldness  to 
mjain  Lot  that  which  was  convenient^  yet  for 
kfstU  sake^  he  rather  besought  him.^    **  Let  there 
he  so  strife,  I  pray  thee^  between  my  herdmen, 
SMi  thy  herdmen  ;  for  we  be  brethren.     Is  not 
tic  whole  land  before  thee  ?    Separate  thyself 
I  fray  thee,  from  me.    If  thou  wilt  take  the 

*  PMlemon  8,  9. 
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left  hand,  then  T  will  go  to  the  right :  or 
depart  to  the  right  hand,  then  I  will  go  to  ^  ^ 

left."  Full  richly  did  the  Spirit  of  God  diw^^iny 
in  this  disciple,  enabling  him  to  exhibit  tl7..:^itJi. 
quietude  and  tenderness  of  mind  which  '^~  "- 
Himself  exhibited,  as  the  pattern  of  hi 
conduct,  when  He  became  manifest  in  the  fli 

We  admire,  not  merely  the  benefit,  but  (j^ 
manner  of  bestowing  it ;  the  soft  answer  ^^g( 
tumeth  away  wrath ;  the  sweetness  of  mind  ao// 
expression,  like  the  waters  of  Siloam  which  flow 
softly,  and  yet  mobten  the  grounds,  on  vihich 
they  fall,  more  effectually,  than  if  they  ru^ed 
over  them  with  the  hoarse  outpourii^  of  * 
violent  fiood.  Oh  would  to  God,  this  "orna- 
ment of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  whtch  in  thr 
sight  of  God  is  of  great  price,"*  were  more 
precious  in  our  own  !  The  Canaanite  and  th« 
Perizzite  might  quarrel  ivith  each  other;  for 
they  liad  nothing  but  the  land,  for  which  tliey 
contended.  The  unbelievers,  who  have  their 
portion  in  this  life,  may  rudely  or  fraudulently 
endeavour  to  secure  its  better  portions,  each 
for  himself :  but  they  who  have  the  love  of  God 
as  their  portion,  and  his  glory  as  their  bright 
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mred    reversion,    should    meekly    and 

letire  firom  aU  contest  with  the  men  of 

oridy    and  with  each  other.     They  are 

en;    and  it    is   pleasant  when  brethren 

together  in  unity.     "  By  this  shall  all 

maw  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  lave 

mother  J*  ^     They,  in  whose  hearts  his  Jove 

•cCectedy  should  endeaTour  to  shew  their 

inns  thus  practically  to  abide  the  test  of 

ir  diacipleship.     They  should  **  follow  peace 

h  aU  w^en,  as  well  as  holiness,  without  which 

nan  thaU  see  the  Lord.""    '*  Beloved,  let  us 

M  one  another  ;  for  lave  is  of  God;  and  every 

%e  that   laveth  is  bom  of  God,  and  knoweth 

But  this  brotherly  affection  can  only  be  dis- 
cnrered  by  worldly  men,  (sharpsighted  to  dis- 
over  the  failings  of  spiritual  Christians,)  as  they 
tebave  meekly  towards  each  other,  and  towards 
those  that  are  without.  The  wisdom  that  is 
from  above,  is  first  pure,  then  peaceable.  £n- 
ietfoor  therefore  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit 
in  die  bond  of  peace,  in  all  your  dealings  with 
nen.  And,  if  you  feel  yourselves  called  upon 
to  diflSsr,  see  that  it  be  without  bitterness,  and 

>  J«kB  aii.  35.  '  Hcb.  xii  14.    1  John  it.  7. 
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wrath,  snd  the  leaven  of  any  malice  in 
heart.  "  Sirs,  ye  are  brelkren,  why  do  ye  tti 
together,  and  do  wrong,  one  to  another  ?  '  " 
garment  better  becomes  a  Christian  than  me^ 
ness :  and  therefore,  St.  Paul  bids  the  church  ^ 
Colosse,  as  the  elect  of  God,  to  put  it  on.  H.  - 
great  and  awful  tlie  Majesty  of  God!  H^ 
provoked  every  day  ;  but  though  strong.  He 
yet  patient.  His  paternal  mildness  b  at  \easMi 
as  risible  as  his  Almighty  greatness.  "  Be  yt 
then  perfect,  even  as  your  Father  which  u  i» 
heaven  is  per/eel" *  Jesus  Christ  bids  you 
come  and  learn  of  Him  ;  not  to  open  the  eyes 
of  the  blind;  not  to  raise  the  dead;  not  to 
cleanse  the  lepers ;  not  to  feed  five  thousand 
\vith  a  few  loaves  and  fishes ;  but  to  be  like 
Himself,  meek  and  lowly  in  heart.  And  that 
which  He  calls  upon  you  to  leam,  his  Almighty 
Spirit  waits  to  teach.  "  Blessed  are  ifte  meek, 
for  they  shall  in/ierit  the  earth.  Blessed  an 
the  poor  in  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  Blessed  are  t/te  peacemakers ;  for  lh«g 
shall  be  called  the  children  of  God."  ' 

(3.)  Nor  would  it  be  just  to  the  patriafch^ 
were  I  to  omit  Uie  prudence  of  Abram,  in  otfer-^ 
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ixig  this  choice  to  his  nephew.     It  effectually 
x^emored  all  cause  of  otknce,  which  Lot  or  his 
luerdfliien  could  possibly  take ;  and  was  a  sacri- 
fice^ well  and  wisely  made  for  the  security  of 
peace  and  lore  between  them.    And  man  has  no 
laigher  prudence  than  to  count  all  things  secon- 
dary, all  things  Yile,    all   things  lighter  than 
'Vanity  itself,  in  order,  first,  to  have  peace  with 
God,  eTen  the  termination  of  that  awful  strife 
'which  exists  between  the  sinner  and  his  Sotc- 
TOgn,  his  Maker,  his  Judge :  and  next,  that  his 
\icotlier,  his  neighbour,  and  himself  should  live 
together  in  holy  love.     Abram  trusted  his  inte- 
rest and  provision  with  Jehovah ;  and  well  he 
might ;  for  his  God  would  be  to  him  a  source 
of  fiohiess  that  could  never  fail,  a  Helper,  able 
to  supply  all  his  need,  according  to  his  riches  in 
gkty  by  Christ  Jesus.     Abram  had  as  many 
enemies  as  neighbours ;  for  the  Canaanite,  and 
the  Perizsite  were  then  in  the  land ;  and  all  were 
waiting  to  devour.    K,  therefore,  Lot  and  him- 
idf  should  quarrel,  their  watchful  fDes  would  be 
It  hand,  to  make  a  prey  of  both.     And  is  not 
Sttan  standing  by,  looking  eagerly  at  the  divi- 
aons  so  fearfully  prevalent  in  the  Church  of 
God?    Doth  it  then  become  its  members  to 
weaken  that  Church,  and  lay  it  open  to  the 
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attacks  of  the  serpent  and  the  serpent's  seed, 
while  its  members  bite  and  devour  one  another!! 
Surely  a  gracious  disinterestedness  in  the  thingti 
of  this  world,  and  a  looking  for  our  true  heri^ 
tage  in   the   Redeemer,   is   our   real   wisdoubi 
"  God  Incarnate,   as   the  Father's  Mediatorial! 
Servant  dealt  very  prudently.     What  was  thei 
manifestation  of  that  prudence  ?     For  the  Jog. 
that  was  set  before  Him,  He  endured  the  erottt  i 
despiting   the  shame ;  and  is  set  dotcn  at    Ihm 
right  hand  of  the  throne  of  God."  '     Moses  waa  j 
prudent,  when  he  refused  to  be  called  the  son  sf- 
Pharaoh's  daughter ;  choosing  rather  to  sufftr 
affiiction  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  tnjog  j 
ike  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season;  for  he  hadt 
respect  unto  the  recompense  of  the  reward,"*  ' 
Amaziah  was  prudent,  when  he  resigned  tbe 
hundred  talents,   and   the   hundred    thousand 
valiant   men,  whom  he   had  enlisted  into  hit 
army,  and  trusted  his  cause  with  the  God  ol 
battles,  rather  than  rest  upon  an  aj-m   of  flesh, , 
contrary  to  the  will  and  bidding  of  Jehovah.* 
Paul  was  prudent  when  he  said,  "  /  count  ail 
things  but  toss,  that  I  may  win  Christ,  and  b* 
found  in  Him.* "    And  it  is  tbe  Christian'M  oalj 

'  Heb.  lii.  3.  ■  tJeb.  li.  24—36.         >  2  CbroD.  u*.  S. 
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wbdom,  diat  whieh  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth, 
**  to  Kckfint  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righ- 
teouBett ;  trusting  that  all  other  things  shall 
be  added  unto  hinu"  Be  this  our  prudence,  our 
kaoniedge,  in  the  school^  where  God  the  Holy 
Gliost  maketh  win  unto  salvation.  *'  Be  care- 
fid  for  naihimg  ;  but  im  every  thing ^  by  prayer 
ad  mppUeationf  with  thanksgiving,  let  your 
fffgrfi  be  made  known  unto  God;  and  the 
jMSee  ef  God,  which  paseeth  all  understanding, 
AaUkeep  your  hearts  and  minds  through  Christ 

IL  A  few  WOTds  must  su£Sce  to  notice  the 
OORDUCT  OP  Lot  :  and  only  a  few  are  needed : 
fcr  it  is  fafoadly  and  painfidly  contrasted  with 
that  of  Abram ;  and  he  who  sees  and  under- 
itaads  the  lights  of  a  picture,  has  a  good  direc- 
toij,  by  which  to  comprehend  the  breadth  and 
Sfoorn  of  its  shadows. 

(1.)  Lot's  bdumour  to  his  uncle  was  marked 
bj  J  spirit  of  seyish  covetousness.  Without 
one  recorded  wrestling  of  better  thou^ts  against 
lus  grovelling  desire  of  the  richer  portion,  he 
took  Abram  at  his  word,  **  He  lifted  up  his 
tjfst,  amd  beheld  all  the  plain  of  Jordan;  that  it 

»  Pba.  w.  e,  7. 
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too*  teell  watered  every  where,  before  the  Lord  ■ 
strayed  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  even  as  thegarm 
of  the  Lord,  like  the  land  of  Egypt,  at  C^-^t^l 
earnest  unto  Zoar.  Then  Lot  chose  him  all  tifM 
plain  of  Jordun  ;  and  Lot  journeyed  east,  exi^u 
they  separated  themselves  the  one  from  fit  I 
other.''  •  One  ruling  desire,  the  love  of  wea/li( 
filled  the  eye  of  hia  mind,  and  blinded  him  W 
higher  duties.  That  covetousnesa  which  is  ido- 
latry, took  possession  of  his  heart ;  and  most 
sordid  was  the  worsliip,  paid  within  these  cham'^ 
bers  of  imagery,  to  riches  and  distinction.  ^^ 
more  unfitting,  a  more  mean,  a  more  iinworihji'* 
idol  than  the  eager  desire  to  be  rich,  can  hardl^^ 
be  set  up  in  the  soul ;  nor  one  which  more  effec-""'^ 
tually  chokes  all  holy  breathings  for  the  Balva-""^ 
tion  of  God,  and  for  a  portion  in  the  riches  o^^ 
the  glorious  gospel  of  his  grace.     "  Hie  friend- — 

ship  of  the  world  is  enmity  against  God:    trho " 

soever  therefore  will  be  a  friend  of  the  world^^ 
he  must  he  the  enemy  of  God" '     No  man  cutf4 
serve  God  and  Mammon,     "  Love  not  then  ti^\ 
world,"  ye  who  express  your  hope  of  interest  it* 
its  Saviour,  and  your  desire  to  perfect  holine»« 
in  the  fear  of  God.  "  Love  not  the  icorld,neitkrr 
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r  that  are  m  the  toarld.  If  any  man 
forld^  ike  lave  of  the  Father  is  not  in 
ail  that  is  in  the  world,  the  hut  of  the 
ike  lust  of  the  eyesy  and  the  pride  of 
t  of  ^  Father,  but  is  of  the  world:'  > 
of  mcmey  is  the  root  of  all  eviL  It  is 
J  noxious  germ  of  that  Upas  tree  of  sin, 
rhich  so  many  have  lain  down  to  sleep, 
ned  they  were  happy,  while  it  diHtilled 
ped  its  dew  upon  them,  and  poisoned 

0  eternal  death.  This  world's  abun- 
kj  well  consist  with  the  wrath  of  Gtxi ; 
iners  who  dwelt  in  the  cities  of  the 
»  in  plenty  and  fulness  of  bread,  while 
and  brimstone  were  slumbering  over 
6b,  waiting  but  the  breath  of  Jehovah 
He  them,  and  huri  them  down, 
ovetousness  made  Lot  regardless  of  his 
ight ;  regardless  of  his  own  great  ad- 
» in  dwelling  near  to  Abraham ;  regard- 
profiting  by  his   counsels ;    of    being 

by  his  power ;  of  worshipping  at  his 
id  of  being  included  within  the  blessings 
omise.     When  this  spirit  of  selfishness 

1  over  the  mind,  it  drowns  all  social 

*  1  Jolin  iL  15, 16. 
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love,  it  makes  men  sit  loosely  to  the  dearest  ol 
all  earthly  ties,  responsibilities,  and  reladoiUi 
It  separates  very  friends,  not  merely  those  wIm 
should  have  one  heart  in  the  common  iater- 
change  of  the  charities  of  life ;  but  those  tfl 
whom  there  is  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  ba^ 
tism,  one  God  and  Fatlier  of  all,  and  one  sb1v» 
tion  in  his  Son.  It  makes  all  men  under  iti 
dreadful  influence  seek  their  own,  not  tfai 
things  that  are  Jesus  Christ's :  and  I  am  per^ 
suaded  that  the  gospel  hath  few  greater  hin- 
drances among  us,  than  that  eager  desire  oj 
wealth  which  seems  to  have  engrossed,  not  only 
the  men  of  this  world,  but  those  who  profess  tH 
be  the  disciples  of  another  Master,  and  the  ser* 
vants  of  a  nobler  Lord. 

(2)  The  conduct  of  Lot  is  marked,  by  A  rCTjf 
awful  disregard  of  spiritual  danger.  He  looked 
so  steadily  at  the  nature  of  the  land  where  )» 
wished  to  dwell,  as  to  neglect  all  consideratioit 
of  the  character  of  its  inhabitants.  "  The  mnf- 
of  Sodom  were  wicked,  and  sinners  before  tlut 
Lord  exceedingly." '  They  aimed  at  no  eon« 
cealment  to  their  tremendous  vices ;  and  ther^ 
fore   Lot   was   inexcusable  to  pass   them  Itf, 
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Wliit  fruit  he  gathered  horn  the  seed  thus 
thogghdegly  scattered^  the  rest  of  his  history 
plaxnlj  discloses.  ''  He  sawed  the  windy  and  he 
tiffed  ike  whirlwind.^  ^  We  hear  of  no  altar 
kiilt  by  him,  in  imitation  of  his  holy  relative ; 
wlio  thus  placed  a  mighty  shield  and  barrier 
between  himself  and  surrounding  iniquities,  by 
the  constant  worship  of  God.  This  neglect 
indeed,  was  to  be  expected  in  one  whose  heart 
WIS  oecnpied  mainly,  with  the  desire  of  becoming 
rich  and  powerful  The  conduct  of  Lot  is,  alas, 
too  common.  It  is  matter  of  every  day's  ex- 
peiience.  We  are  continually  observing,  even 
if  we  stand  upon  the  margin  of  the  river  of 
worldliness,  without  being  ourselves  carried 
iway  by  the  flood, — ^how  many  cast  themselves 
into  it,  and  forsake  the  shore,  where  God  would 
have  been  with  them,  and  they  with  God,  and 
in  things  would  have  been  theirs,  as  one  with 
Christ ;  if  thereby  they  may  gain  some  pecu- 
niaiy  advantage.  The  altar  is  forsaken  ;  the 
land  of  Sabbaths  and  sanctuaries  is  left  behind, 
tnd  men  plunge  themselves  into  foreign  temp- 
tations in  pursuit  of  wealth,  as  recklessly  as  the 
great  conqueror  of  Europe  plunged  himself 
amidst  the  wilds,  and  woods,  and  morasses,  and 

'  Hot.  TiiL  7. 
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SHOWS  of  Russia,  from  whence  he  bimseU 
hardly  escaped,  soun  to  fall  from  his  plac 
greatness,  and  die  on  nn  obscure  rock  o^  tlie 
ocean ;  and  where  so  many  myriads  of  hi^  ilt- 
voted  followers  found  their  graves,  LtLstead  g^ 
the  glory  for  which  they  panted. 

Nothing  which  wealth  may  bestow,  can  bf 
any  means  compensate  tu  a  man,  and  espcciiili]^ 
to  a  young  man,  with  principles  perhaps  littV 
fixed  in  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  a  miiiff 
opened  to  receive  temptation,  for  going  to  lii 
in  the  tents  of  wickedness,  and  for  dwelling 
the  cities  of  tlie  plain ;  led  tliitlicr  by  the  hopM 
of  being  a  little  richer  tlian  he  might  pcrhaj 
have  become,  had  he  staid  by  his  laniily  altarg 
near  to  the  people  of  God,  and  the  heirs 
promise.  "  ffJtal  shall  U  profit  a  tiian,  if 
shall  gain  the  tc/iole  trorld,  and  lose  kU  o* 
tovl :  and  what  shad  a  mangive  in  exchaagej 
his  soul  ?  "  '  I  know  that  occasions  and  aect 
sities  for  such  separations  may  arise ;  but  Uc 
them  not  be  sought,  in  the  spirit  of  covetous 
ness  :  lest  God  should  gratify  that  desire  witk' 
wcaltii,  hut  send  leanness  withal  into  the  soul} 
or  at  length,  (which  Is  at  least  as  likely,) 
that  mistaken  professor  of  religion  escape  &■ 

■  aifln.vui,36,3r. 
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'iis  life,  like  Lot  from  the  fires  of  Sodom,  leav- 
^^g"  the  wealth  thus  guiltily  sought,  altogether 
Unattained  behind  him. 

I.   7%M  history  may  well  enforce  upon  us^  a 
^ly  jealomty  for  the  honour  of  God,     There 
Was  strife    between    the  herdmen  of  Abram 
^nd  Loty  and   the  Canaanite  and  the  Perizzite 
"^vere  then  in  the  land.     What  means  the  Holy 
C^hostby  this  notice?  or  is  it  without  meaning 
^X  all  t     Assuredly  not.     The  fact   that   they 
^^vere  surrounded  by  enemies  of  themselves,  and 
of  their  God,  was  a  call,  both  upon  the  uncle 
mnd  the  nephew,  not  to  let  those  enemies  see 
an  unholy   strife  between  them ;  nor  to  suffer 
such  adyersaries  to  witness  them,  at  one  mo- 
ment kneeling  around  the  same  altar  of  peace, 
and  the   next  at  variance    with   each   other. 
Well  said    Nehemiah    to    his   brethren  who 
nnned,  while  many  foes  stood  around  and  be- 
beld  their  iniquities,  **  It  is  not  good  that  ye 
do ;  ought  ye  not  to  walk  in  the  fear  of  our 
Godf  because  of  the  reproach  of  the  heathen 
our  enemies  ?  "  ^     Abram  was  well  aware  of  this 
danger,  and  jealous  for  the  honour  of  Jehovah. 
Aim,  ye  who  profess  his  faith,   to   follow  his 

*  Nch.  T.  9. 
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example.  Have  your  coaversation  honest  is 
the  world,  and  "  walk  in  wisdom  towards  thoaef 
who  are  without ; "  that  whereas  mockers  would 
gladly  speak  against  you  as  evil  doers,  they  may 
be  reproved  who  would  thus  blame  you,  seeing 
your  good  conversation  in  Christ.  The  cnemiea 
of  our  Lord  would  gladly  charge  your  in 
ristencies  upon  his  faith ;  and  thus  encourage 
themselves  in  their  rebellion  against  Hinu 
Take  away  this  cause  of  stumbling  fcom  them; 
and  "  let  your  light  so  thine  before  men,  that 
they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your 
Father  which  it  in  heaven."  ' 

IT.  We  are  also  hereby  taught  the  wonJef' 
working  sovereignty  of  God,  in  overruling  aU 
things,  apparetitly  the  inott  adverte — even  thf 
tins  of  men — even  the  sins  of  hit  servant*,  to  ths 
advancement  of  hit  own  glory,  and  the  good  (^ 
his  Church,  Lot  was  thus  enabled  to  preach 
rigljteousness,  even  to  the  men  of  Sotloin* 
Abram  had  thus  an  opportunity  to  display  hi) 
magnanimity  and  valour,  in  the  rescue  of  his 
nephew.  Lot  was  taught  the  difference  be- 
tween  dwelling  with  sinners  and  saints,  by 
experience :  and  God  magnified  his  own  ridi' 
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meicjy  in  deliyering  him  from  those  snaresy  and 
thote  judgments  into  which  he  had  so  lightly 
eist  himself.     In   like   manner,   the  sin  of  the 
Je«3y  in  crucifying  the  Lord  of  glory,  was  the 
instrmnent  whereby    God    consummated   the 
world's  salvation.     The   death  of  Stephen  ex- 
tended the  Gospel  of  life,  by  scattering  abroad 
its  preachers  firom  Jerusalem,  throughout  many 
lands.    The  sharp  contention  of  Paul  and  Bar- 
nabas, which  led  to  their  separation,  brought 
iKKe  nations  within  hearing  of  the  word  of  life, 
than  if  they  had  remained  together.    The  wrath 
of  man  thus  praises  God,  and  the  remainder  of 
tliat  wrath  He  will  restrain.     Beware,  however, 
of  the  tremendous  delusion  of  thinking,  that 
though  God  may  overrule  man's  sin  to  his  own 
gloiy,  man  may  therefore  sin  with  impunity ; 
thai  his  iniquity  may  abound,  in  order  that 
God's  grace  may  much   more  abound.     The 
Uood  of  the  Son  of  God  was  upon  the  Jews, 
and  upon  their  children,  for  crucifying  the  Lord 
of  ^ory ;  although  you  and  I  have  the  means 
of  life  and  mercy,  instrumentally  through  their 
dreadful  guilt.     Walk  then,  in  his  way,  in  his 
hlesaing,  in  his  love :  and  leave  the  acts  of  his 
sovereignty  to  his  own  wise  disposal,  lest  ye  die 
in  your  sins. 


1  John  yui-  ^- 
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fver  forsake  youJ^^     Discontent  is  a 
which  stings  those  only  who,  like  the 
self,   creep  upon  earth.     Heavenly- 
ess  is   the    eagle's  wing,   to  lift  you 
»  to  the   region  of  hrightness,  purity, 
oe  in  Christ. 


'  Heb.  xiii.  5. 
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TuK  Lord  said   unto  Ab&am»  avtie  nuT  Lor  WM  i 

lULTBD  FROM  HIM,  LiFT  UP  NOW  TBOIS  amy  AlO 
PROM  THK  FLACK  WHERE  THOU  AKT,  MORTSWABB  AW 
SOUTHWARD,  AND  KASTWARO  AMD  WWrWABlK  VlOft  AU 
THE  LAND  WHICH  THOU  SEEST,  TO  •OOM .  WBA  I  «fB  H^ 
AND  TO  THY  SEED  FOR  EVER.  AMD  I  WILL  llAKB  nV  ^M 
AS  THE  DUST  OF  THE  EARTH  :  80  TSAT  IP  ▲  HUM  GUI  Wnt 
BER  THE  DUST  OF  THE  EARTH,  mW  aBAUTHT  OM  AIM 
BE  NUMBERED.  AriSB,  WALK  TIIBOPM  «■■  UklO^  IV  IBi 
LENGTH  OF  FT,  AND  IN  THE  BRXASm  OP  IT :  lOB  I  WBL 
GIVE  rr  UNTO  THEE. 

The  Bible  is  at  once  the  moit  aacdent^  ud 
the  most  authentic,  of  all  hiiitorifflJ  leecnda. 
The  penmen  by  whom  it  was  actnaDj  writtaBf 
were  many;  but  the  whole  amaging  ruluina 
was  begun,  continued,  and  ended  bj  one 
Author,  even  God  the  TSLfAj  GMiobC  The 
principle  of  its  composition,  and  the  matlef 
contained  in  it,  might  therefinre  be  expected 
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to  differ  exceedingly  from  those  of  any  other 
Ih)qI:  ffl  the  world.     And  such  is  really  the 
^»  Other  histories  describe  the  rise,  vicissi- 
^<H  and  decline  of   empires;  the  political 
^ipminents  made  upon  them ;  and  the  wars, 
<^  which  each  was  in  its  turn  the  prize.     The 
^  of  God,  on  the  other  hand,  passes  rapidly 
over  these  portions  of  providential  administra- 
tion;  or  turns  from  them  altogether,  to  rest 
ud  dwell  upon  incidents  in  the  lives  of  private 
Aen,  of  whom  the  world  knew  nothing  ;  but 
of  niiom  the  world  was  not  worthy.      The 
iiktory  of  redemption  as    much  surpasses    in 
iapoitanee— -God  being  Judge — the  annals  of 
the  mightiett  of  all  earthly  monarchies,  as  the 
concerns  of  eternity  outweigh   those  of   time 
lad  sense.     '*  Idji  wp  your  eyes  to  the  heavens^ 
mi  look  upon  the  earth  beneath  :  for  the  heavens 
shall  vanish  away  Uke  smoke ^  and  the  earth  shall 
mup  old  Uke  a  garment^  and  they  that  dwell 
ikerem  skaU  die  in  like  manner  :  hut  my  saU 
vatism  "  laith  Jehovah,  ''  shall  be  for  ever,  and 
«y    rigkUoutneu   shall    not    be    abolished.''^ 
Tberefore  do  we  find  Abram*s  personal  history 
occppying  a  prominent  situation  in  the  oracles 

'  Itnah  IL  6. 
VOL.  I.  R 
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of  God,  denied  to  the  most  sagacious  lawgii 
or  the  moat  renowned  conqueror.  The  frii 
of  God,  the  father  of  the  faithful,  the  earthy 
head  of  tlie  covenant  made  between  tlie  Pi 
sons  of  the  inefiablc  Godhead,  for  man's  sail 
tion,  stands  above  the  illustrious  of  the  cartt 
as  Saul  above  the  multitudes  of  IsraeL  "W 
the  Holy  Spirit  tlierefore,  offers  to  our  nol 
in  his  eientful  life,  demands  our  entire  p 
rence  and  regard,  as  ever  we  hope  to  be  ma^ 
partakers  of  that  promise,  which  has  hi 
uttered  and  attested  bj  the  oath  of  God 
him,  and  to  Iiis  spiritual  seed. 

In  the  last  discourse  a  contrast  was  disvo 
between  the  disinterestednets,  the  meekneUi 
the  Ao/y  prudence  of  Abrara,  and  the 
tousnesa,  telfishness,  and  reckless  disregard  ff 
plungintf  into  temptalion,  whicli  the  condi 
of  Lot  displayed.  It  wiU  be  Bomething 
the  order  of  cause  and  consequence  if  ws  » 
contrast, 

II.      The     providences    wmcu    rbifi 

TIVELY    BEFEL    THEM. 

The  experience  of  men  in  all    ages    of  t 
world,  has  home  its  ample  testimony  to  tl 
solemn  declaration  of  the  Moat  High,  "  Thrm 
that  honour  Me,  I  will  honour ,-  and  theg  iktd 
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ditpim  Me  MhaU  be  lightly  esteemed:'  ^     The 
saint  and  the  sinner,  the  believer  and  the  infi- 
ddy  tbe  children  of  CKkI's  love  and  the  rebeb 
ifUDtt  his  mercy,  hare  been,    now  are,   and 
lUl  be,  through  all  time,    and   all   eternity^ 
villiiig   or  unwilling  witnesses  of   its  truth. 
Among  those  who  believe  on  Him  to  the  saving 
of  die  soul,  some, — following  Him  fiilly,  and 
othen,  with  more  divided  hearts,  an  observant 
9je  will  often  see  great  difierences  in  providen- 
tial dealings,  as  well  as  in  gracious  communi- 
cations of  his  love.     It  was  so  with  Abram  and 
Lot:  and  we  may  proceed  to  review  their  suc- 
ceeding fortunes. 

(L)  The  circumstances  which  happened 
TO  Lot. 

He  tnivelled  onwards  to  the  rich  and  fertile 
pkdn  of  the  vale  of  Jordan ;  doubtless  exulting 
in  the  wisdcmi  of  his  choice,  and  taking  credit 
far  his  prudence  in  securing  it  to  himself.  He 
led  his  flocks  into  its  green  pastures,  and  laid 
kiiiiaelf  down  by  its  still  waters  ;  and  thought 
all  was  well.  He  was  **  exceeding  glad  of  his 
fsnrd.**  But  God  had  prepared  a  worm  to  smite 
die  gourde  that  it  withered,  and  a  vehement 

M  Sam  iL  SO. 
R  2 


se*  SERMON  xrr. 

east  wind  to  arise,  and  a  scorching  sua  of  pro* 
vidential  displeasure  to  beat  upon  his  headf 
that  he  fainted.'  He  pitched  his  tent  toward 
Sodom.  He  sought  intercourse  aod  cotnmuQii 
with  men  who  were  sinners  before  the  hott 
exceedingly ;  and  he  appears  to  have  af&ancfl4 
his  daughters  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  awfully 
iniquitous  city.  But  a  speedy  opportunity 
correcting  his  erroneous  judgment,  was  fore 
upon  him:  and  he  was  taught  by  a  variet}' 
solemn  lessons,  that  "  the  witdom  of  ihia 
in  foolishness  tcilh  God,"  ' 

(1.)  Five  years  after  hit  »elfith  d^artart 
from  Abram,  he  was  a  despoiled  and  plunderA 
captive.  Five  kings  of  the  Canaaniles,  whs 
had  been  tributaries  to  Chedorlaomer,  king  rf 
Elam,  revolted  against  him.  Having  Eum< 
moncd  three  of  Iiis  vassal  princes,  lie  in^'aded 
Canaan,  discomfited  the  kings  of  tlie  fii 
cities  of  the  plain  of  Sodom,  in  which  Lot  lad 
pitched  his  tent ;  and  carried  him  away  capti< 
together  with  those  wicked  men,  whose  en 
ing  iniquities  had  thus  provoked  Jehovah  tt 
punish  them.  Lot  is  found  in  the  socie^ 
impious  men ;   and  he  must  take  his  part 
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fBthsAj  diastisement  from  God,    with  those 

wlio  had  yiflitatioiis  of  judgment  in  the  same 

oBhvud  proyidence.     Daniel,  Mordecai,  Sha- 

(faieb,   Meshech  and  Abedn^o,    with  many 

noe,  were  saints  and  servants  of  the  Most 

fligii,  when  the  holy  city  was  taken  by  Nebu- 

dadneszar ;  jret  they  were  led  captive  with  the 

goihjrand  obdurate  nation;  and  were  compeUed 

to  hang  their  harps  in  sorrow  upon  the  willows 

of  Eiq^hrates.     K  it  were  thus  with  those  who 

testified  against  the  abominations  of  the  land, 

wlierein  they  dwelt,  because  it  was  the  country 

of  their  nativity,  the  place  of  their  holy  solem- 

lities,  and  the  chosen  heritage  of  God,  surely 

they  who  left  the  sacred  enclosure  which  Abram 

kad  drawn    around  him,— the  hallowed  and 

li^y  fold  of  a  religious  community,    where 

lekovah    was   known,    and  worshipped,    and 

Wed, — to  choose  a  portion  among  idolaters  and 

pom  transgressors,  for  the  simple  love  of  gain, 

aight  well  expect  that  the  displeasure  of  God 

woaJd  attend  and  recompence  their  foUy,  with 

sonow,  and  shame,  and  loss.      If  they  who 

jn&M  his  service,  will  thus  rashly  and  daringly 

sit  by  the  seat  of  the  scornful,  and  dwell  among 

the  tents  of  ungodliness,  they  must  have  fallen 

into  a  mournful  spirit  of  the  heart's  slumber^ 


aieit  souls,  a"* '^  ctM*.  "  ' 

^embers.    ^^  JiiomwIi'M^"" 

-""■"■''"frjr'w -«"«"; 

■  *  .r.i?    that  con  ^ 

able  >»««!  '»  ° 
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^  irijed  to  our  worldly  idols,  as  to  think  all 
^^1  fait,  when  they  are  removed ;  and  each  to 
^vttMicah,  when  the  Danites  robbed  him 
'is  images,  "  Ye  have  taken  away  my  gods 
NkI  Imadef  and  whai  have  I  more  ?  "  ^ 
(&)  By  pitching  his  tent  nigh  to  Sodom,  Lot 
4m»  a  plaee,  where  **  he  was  vexed  with  the 
Mikg  conversation  of  the  wicked.'*^  The  men 
^tth  whom  he  sojourned  had  cast  off,  not  only 
disease  of  virtue,  but  all  sense  of  ordinary 
iHdesty.  Pride  and  fulne^ss  of  bread  made 
timn  even  gloiy  in  their  shame.  The  fearful 
ikflnj  of  their  guilt  defied  God ;  and  made  the 
ImdeDed  land  groan  in  its  weariness  beneath 
them.  They  spread  an  atmosphere  around 
then,  which  it  was  impossible  fo  breathe  for  a 
iMBfiit  without  pollution.  Lot  had  the  know- 
ledge of  God,  a  sense  of  the  holiness  of  his 
BAture,  the  purity  of  his  law,  and  therefore,  of 
die  desperate  recklessness,  with  which  these 
nmers  against  their  own  souls  were  defying  and 
fiihoaouring  the  Lord  of  heaven.  He  was 
jvtified,  as  a  believer  in  a  Saviour  to  come  ; 
and  loved  in  his  heart  that  righteous  way  of 
God,  which  was  every  moment  mocked  and 

*  JudgM  zriii.  24.  '2  Peter  ii.  7. 
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scorned  by  the  men  of  Sodom.  If  Grod  theitf* 
was  dear  to  him,  how  dreadful  to  see  God  ihussa- 
■et  at  nought  1  If  he  had  taken  delight  in  the^ 
words  of  prayer  and  praise  around  Abram'sss 
altar,  how  deep    the   anguish  of  hearing  that  ^^ 

gracious  Being,  who  was  the  object  of  iWa  con 

tinual  supplication  and  thankgiving,  blasphemed  JE 
day  by  day  ! 

Holiness,    and    therefore    peace     dwelled  in^ 
Abram'stent :  but  sin,  and  therefore  misery  wer^^i 
with  Lot  in  the  tents  of  Sodom.     And  wha^E 
shall  be  that  Christian's  state  of  trial,  wboa^ 
guilty  avarice  of  wealth  has  led  him  where  he- 
must  exchange  the  language  of  heaven,  uttered  i 
by  Sainta  of  God  around  him,  for  the  Shibbo- 
lethofhell;  for  atone  of  conversation   more 
befitting  what  we  may  imagine  to  be  the  inter- 
change of  mind    among   lost  and   condemned 
Spirits,  than  of  men  under  a   dispensation  rf 
mercy  ?     ^Tiat  shall  be  the  grief  of  that  dins' 
tian,  whose  covetousness  hath  beguiled    hiv 
irom  men  who   adorned  the  doctrine  of  Go 
their  Saviour  in  all  things,  by  lives  of  exempla 
holiness,  to  bojoum  among  those  who  break  t 
commandments  of  tlic  Most   High,  as  if  t) 
mattered  not  his  wrath,  and  challenged   1 
to  do  his  worst  ?     Are  these  the  changes 
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^Iddi  the  love  of  money  should  seduce  those 

^ho  are  redeemed  from  their  vain  conversation^ 

^ot  with  corruptible  things  as  silver  and  gold, 

but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ  ?     Is  it 

thm  a  Christian  must  hope,  that  the  peace  of 

God  which  passeth  all  understanding  shall  keep 

hit  heart  and  mind  by  Christ  Jesus  ?    Is  it  thus 

he  most  expect  that  holy,  near,  calm,  and  un- 

diftorbed  fellowship  with  the  Father,  and  the 

Sob,  which  unites  the  blessedness  of  a  purer 

world,  with  the  toils  and  tears  of  Christian  con- 

iBct  upon  earth? 

Either  a  believer's  holy  hatred  of  the  awful 
ibominations  around  him  must  be  diminished, 
and  the  heart  of  the  life  of  God  in  experimental 
rel^aii  eaten  away  by  the  contamination  to 
which  he  has  fastened  himself,  like  a  living 
healthy  man  to  a  dead  and  putrid  carcase ;  or 
else  his  soul  must  be  daily  vexed  and  distressed. 
Lo9e  must  make  him  mourn  over  sinners,  thus 
aadly  destroying  themselves,  and  casting  away 
fiom  them  the  mighty  salvation  of  God,  as  a 
thing  of  no  price.  Zeal  for  that  God,  whose 
be  is,  and  whom  he  has  vowed  to  serve,  must 
awaken  his  grief  to  see  infinite  mercy  despised, 
infinite  power  defied,  infinite  patience  mocked, 
and  the  inestimable  ransom  of  the  blood  of 

R  5 
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Christ  trampled  under  foot  by  men,  aa  they  pal 
in  their  godless  ini^rrimciit  along  the  hi^wq 
of  Satan,  and  to  titc  chambers  of  olemal  deaA 
ITie  peace  of  rehgion  is  to  be  found  in  the  t^it) 
of  the  faithful ;  but  all  the  best  sympathies  cM 
a  gracious  heart,  yearning  over  men  for  thril 
salvation,  will  be  shocked  and  goaded  to  att 
guiah  by  the  contradiction  of  sinners  against  tki 
invitations  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  Atona 
ment  of  the  cross.  "  0  ikat  tiiy  head  team 
waters,  and  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears ;  tJia 
I  might  weep  day  and  night  for  the  slain  of  t^ 
daughter  of  my  people  !"  '  Thou  there foore,  \ 
man  of  God,  flee  those  unhallowed  association^ 
unless  indeed  hh  providence  shall  munifesU 
appear  to  lead  thee  amongst  them  :  and  wh3 
thou  Bojoumest  amon^  these  tabernaclea  J 
sin,  watch  and  pray  that  thy  soul  enter  th^ 
not,  to  have  communion  with  the  wickcdnesMM 
those  who  dwell  iu  them,  except  it  may  be  i 
do  them  good.  I'lead  with  God  earnestly  1 
their  behalf;  if  ptradventure  He  may  brfii 
them  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  that  tk»4| 
may  saved.  But  "fie  aot  partaker  tcith  otM 
men's  sins  :  keep  thyself  pure."  *  J 
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iS,)  Lot  was  eventually  delivered  from  the 
turn  of  Sodom;  yet  with  the  lost  of  all^for 
iriMoi  he  had  ventured  to  dwell  there.  He  was 
tody  warned  by  a  providence  of  no  ordinary 
land,  not  to  return  thither,  after  the  valour  of 
ikhnm  had  delivered  him  from  captivity,  and 
mcoed  his  goods,  and  the  women  also,  and  the 
people.  But  the  warning  was  lost  upon  him. 
Hb  heart  was  dru^ed  with  worldliness;  so 
tliat  his  chastisement  and  deliverance  failed,  at 
Ihtt  time,  to  arouse  him  from  the  spiritual  stu- 
pe&etioii  into  which  he  had  fallen.  He  went 
back  to  Sodom :  and  even  when  God  declared 
thit  he  would  destroy  the  place,  Lot  still  lin- 
gered, and  would  have  died  in  his  most  guilty 
imwilliiigness  to  depart,  if  the  angel  of  Jehovah 
lud  not  taken  hold  of  his  arm,  in  unsearchable 
grace,  and  said,  ^*  Escape  for  thy  Ufey  look  not 
UUfuJ  thee^  neither  stay  thou  in  all  the  plain ; 
tieape  to  the  mountain^  lest  thou  be  consumed.''  ^ 
He  did  escape,  and  found  a  sure  refuge  in 
Zoar;  but  his  wife,  his  sons-in-law,  his  pro- 
perty, perished  by  the  fire  from  heaven.  He  is 
iMm  punished,  through  every  one  of  his  former 
*Qares.    Surely  herein  is  an  accumulation  of 

'  Gen.  jdx.  17. 
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grief,  and  herein  we  read,  how  true  it  is,  that 
when  the  Lord  takes  up  the  rod,  he  can  makffr 
sick  in  gmiting.  Lot  was  a  brand,  plucked  out 
of  the  burning,  and  that  only  by  Abram'i* 
prayer.  Such  too  may  be  the  experience  of 
those  who  imitate  the  low  and  carnal  views  thai 
led  him  into  the  vale  of  Sodom.  God,  if  they 
arc  his  possession,  in  the  everlasting  covenant 
of  love,  will  at  length  deliver  tliem  ;  but  it  may. 
be,  and  it  probably  u-ill  be,  with  a  chastisement 
60  stem,  and  bereavements  of  outward  and, 
inward  comforts  so  mournful,  as  to  bring  them. 
down  with  sorrow,  and  self-loathing,  and  with 
privations  of  gracious  comfort,  even  to  the  very; 
grave.  If  direct  and  easily  interpreted  provH , 
deuces  appear  to  lead  the  servants  of  God  into. 
a  land  of  sin ;  or  if  their  desu-e  to  promote  the 
honour  of  the  Saviour,  and  the  salvation  of, 
souls,  carry  them  forth  into  kingdoms  of  ini>. 
quity ; — if  they  wish  there  to  be  witnesses  fat 
the  Redeemer,  and  to  hold  aloft  the  banner  at 
the  cross,  calling  men  to  behold  the  Lamb  of  J 
God  that  taketh  away  the  sinsof  the  world,  xhej 
may  expect,  that  their  outward  and  inwardi 
sacrifices  and  troubles  will  be  counterpoised  andj 
recompensed,  by  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy, 
Ghost.     But  they  who   leave  the   guidance  of 
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^doady  pillar,  to  share  the  portion  of  that 
^^wlucfa  the  wicked  enjoy,  even    if.  they 
'ionid  not  eventually  make  absolute  shipwreck 
^  ikfth  and  of  a  good  conscience,  will  pierce 
Htenudves  through  with  many  sorrows. 
The  greatest  historian  of  antiquity  ^  observes, 
^hat  the  barrenness  of  the  soil  of  Attica  pre- 
served it  quiet  and  undisturbed,  through  the 
Vx^gest  space  of  time,  in    one    uninterrupted 
Series  of  possessors;    while    wealthier    lands, 
exposed  to  foreign  attack  and  civil  dissension, 
^eie  early  ruined  between    both.     Even  so. 
Lot's  guilty  desire  to  be  rich  brought  him  into 
temptatioin  and  a  snare :    and,   had  not  God 
interposed,  would  have  cast  him   into  many 
foolish  and  hurtful  lusts,   which  would    have 
drowned  him  in  destruction  and  perdition.    His 
undo  on  the  other  hand  was  blessed,  as  mani- 
fesdy,  as  Lot  was  afflicted  and  scoui^ed.     I 
torn  then  to  consider 

(11.)  The  Providences  which  befel 
Abeam. 

That  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all 
itcceptation  :  **  My  God  is  able  to  supply  all 
yo«f  need,   according  to  his  riches  in  glory  by 

>  Thncyd.  Book  I.  Sect.  2. 
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Christ  Jesus."'     The  friend  of  God  hod,  bjJ 
anticipation,  a  most  happy  and  hoart-chuenni 
experience  of  its  truth,  at  the  very  momei 
when    some    especial    soUce  must    have  beeoJ 
wanting  to  uphold  him. 

(1.)  He  was  immediately  favoured  by  affra — 
cious  visit  and  communication  from  Gad.     It  i^ 
emphatically    said  to   have    been    vouchsafed-  . 
"  after  that  Lot  was  departed  from  him."      In  ^ 
similar  spirit  of  tender   compensation,   the  Slh 
viour,  long   afterwards  said    to   tho    disciples 
whose  hearts  died  within  them  at  the  prospect 
of  his  approaching  departure,  "  /  trill  not  /eat  v 
you  comfortless,  J  will  came  to  you.""     Abram 
is  now   in  a  barren   land ;  but   JehoTah  is  hw 
portion.     Tlie  everlasting  Word  is  hia  Shep- 
herd, he  cannot  want.     John  was  in   the  lala  J 
called  Patmos,  for  the  word  of  God,  and  the  te*- 1 
timony  of  Jesus  Christ.     But  in  that  soUtude  * 
he  was  blessed  with  the  high  and  glorious  visions 
of  the  Apocalypse  ;  and  saw  the  Son  of  God,  as 
He  had  never  been    beheld,   and  as  He  aeva 
shall  be  seen,  until  He  shall  come  again  in  hii,^ 
glory,  and  all  liis  holy  angels  with  Him.      How] 
much  more  happy,   how  unmeasurably  ] 
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^^mik  the  peace  enjoyed  by  Abram,  through 

^f9t  gnusous  maniiestatioiii  made  by  the  Word 

^Attinmd  in  its  solitade,  than  the  situation  of 

Uitf  amidst    all  the  fertility  of  the  plain  of 

Jordan*  even  if  that  plain  had  been,  as  some 

Unaginedy  the  very  garden  of  God  itself. 

Here  was  balm  indeed,  to  cure  the  woimd 
made  by  the  selfishness  of  Lot.     Such  com* 
ftrt  WIS  needed ;  and  Abram  has  it  in  all  its 
{vedooaness.      Lot  was  no  sooner  departed, 
tbaa  Jehovah  comes  in  his  stead.      Personal 
fauwledge  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, 
IB  Chiist    Jesns,— personal   communion  with 
tkem,  are  the  best  testimonies  of  the  life  of  God 
within  the  soul.     Sometimes  He  comes  to  com- 
ibrt  it  nnder  distresses  ;  sometimes  to  sanctify 
its  ^ritual  enjoyments.     He  is  often  mani- 
fested in  the  hour  of  temptation ;  and  his  pre- 
tence is  often  discoverable,  by  the  consolation 
ind  lelief  unexpectedly  brought  in  the  time  of 
need.    He  comes  indeed  with  such  unquestion- 
>Ue  evidence,  who  it  is  that  approaches,  and 
with  what  amaring  tenderness,  that  the  Chris- 
tiaa  is  compelled  to  cry,  ^^  It  is  the  voice  of  my 
Mocedf"    **Lard,  haw  it  it   that   Thou  wilt 
^nifest  myself  unto  me,    and  not    unto   the 
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world  ?  " '  He  conieH  ia  those  spiritual 
coveries,  which  give  the  secret  pledge  of  the^ 
i^proaching  and  everlasting  display  of  hit  ex — 
cellence  and  his  love,  when  the;  whom  He^ 
now  visits,  to  give  them  songs  in  the  night  oS 
their  sorrow,  shall  see  Him  as  He  is,  and  ic — 
semhle  Him  in  glory.     And,  come  when  H^ 

may,  it  is  to  leave  a  blessing  behind  Him.     A 

christian  may  be  iu  a  weary  solitude,  far  Inurv 
religious  friends,  far  from  endearing  intercourse 
with  those  to  whom  Iils  heart  clings,  and  ia 
bound,  by  the  strongest  and  most  hallowed 
ti^  of  earthly  afTection.  He  may  say,  as  he 
sees  them  depai-C,  "  IV  will  kaee  me  atont;" 
but  it  is  his  high  privilege  to  add,  as  he  sees  alw 
the  new  and  living  way  into  the  holiest,  for 
communion  with  God,  by  the  blood  of  Jesus— 
"  Yet  I  am  not  alone,  for  the  Father  it  zeitA  me."' 
The  affinities  of  nature,  and  tlie  charities  uf 
life  may  he  rent  asunder ;  but  the  bond  which 
unites  him  to  his  Heavenly  Father,  caiuuit  be 
broken;  and  nothing  shall  separate  him — 1  say 
not  from  the  love  of  God— but  from  tlie  full  per- 
suasion of  that  love,  brought  into  his  heart  by 
fellowship  with  heaven,  if  he  seek,  and  if  he 

■  CuiUT.2.    Jobn  liT.  32.  *  Jaiin  >i>i.  JG. 
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^jMead  forth  the  affections  of  his  heart  to  enjoj 
^)ut  commiinion. 

Ye  who  have  thiis  known  the  Saviour's  pre- 
^ionanessy  in  gracious  intercourse  with  Him  by 
fiddly  put  forth  the  exercises  of  that  faith,  to 
expect  Him  at  all  times,  and  especially  when 
your  trials  may  abound :  and  so  be  persuaded 
that  you  will  be  raised  above  them,  by  divine 
eooiolatioiis,  as  the  ark  above  the  waters  of  the 
ddnge,  by  the  hand  of  God.  Thus  conde- 
aeendingly  and  fiuniliarly  walking  with  you  by 
the  way.  He  will  give  sweetness  to  every  joy ; 
not  only  sanctify  every  sorrow,  but  deprivt^it 
of  its  sting,  and  make  it  unable  to  cast  you 
down  in  feebleness  of  spirit,  and  sinful  mourn- 
ing before  Gtod.  Seek  Him  whom  your  soul 
Weth ;  and  you  will  assuredly  find  Him,  and 
with  him  the  peace  of  God* 

(2)  Abram  had  in  this  visit  of  Jehovah,  a 
rmewat  of  all  the  promises,  by  which  his  faith 
isd  been  upheld  and  strengthened  in  following 
God.  Christian  trust  is  continually  called  to  rest 
upon  a  promise ;  but  if  the  manifestations  of 
God  to  the  heart,  in  his  covenant  faithfulness, 
tte  not  often  renewed,  faith  is  apt  to  become 
feeble,  undl  there  seem  to  be  only  a  handAil  of 
ineal  m  the  barrel,  and  a  drop  of  oil  in  the 
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buo  lad  nndentand  the  beauty  of  that  house 

^  Godf  wherein  their  happy  lot  is  cast,  even 

tkQmreiii  built  upon  its  living  comer  stone, 

(^^  ittost  not  give  merely  a  slight  and  hasty 

Rgird  to  the  general  structure,  but  must  enter 

ntoits  detail,  follow  its  magnificence,  from  one 

duDDber  of  beauty  to  another,  and  search  out 

viat  is  the  length,  and  breadth,  and  depth, 

ni  height  of  the  love  of  Christ  which  it  con- 

tnu,  until  they  understand  it  minutely ;  and 

kniger  and  thirst,  as  becomes  the  children  of 

Ijl^t,  to  be  fiUed  with  all  the  fulness  of  God. 

"Arise,  walk  through  the  land."    Abram  was 

to  examine  it  fully ;  to  see  its  brooks  and  water- 

iprings ;  its  stones  of  iron,  and  its  hills,   out 

of  iriiich  brass  might  be  digged;  to  know  that 

it  was  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  the 

gloiy  of  all  lands.     And  ye,  who  would  not 

lemain  strangers  to  any  part  of  your  vast  in- 

lieritance,  the  land  of  exceeding  great,   pre- 

Qous,  and  imchangeable  promise,  be  your  own 

spies :  and  search  it  out  by  diligent  inquisition. 

Hest  not  contented  to  study  it,  even  in  that 

accurate  map  afforded  you  by  the  Holy  Ghost 

in  the  Scriptures.      But  let  an  experimental 

wligion,  enkindled  and  maintained  by  the  eter- 

^  Spirit   in   your  hearts,  make  you  deeply 
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(land  of  God  shall  have  shut  you  in,  and  ye 

shall  go  DO  more  out  for  ever.     "  All  things  are 

yom,  whether  of  the  world,  or  life  or  death, 

9f  Ihmgs  present,  or  things  to  come,  all  are 

fmt,  and  ye  are  Chrisfs.**  ^     And  is  not  this 

ID  inventary  which  ye  should  lift  up  your  eyes 

to  examine,  a  land  of  good,  which  you  should 

ansa  and  walk  through,  with  ever  unfatigued, 

erer  new  delight  ? 

I.    If  the  distinctions  of  Abram  were  great, 
anudst  all  his  trials,  and  his  communion  with 
God  endearing,  in  those  misty  and  more  dim 
periods  of  the  infancy  andnon-age  of  the  Church, 
km  wmch  more  blessed  the  believer's  position, 
when  he  is  called  into  the  Mount  Zion  of  the 
Gospel  prospect,  and  sees  his  spiritual  portion 
o  there  exhibited  in  the  light  and  lustre  of 
seeompUshed  redemption?      Abram  had  only 
t  Kagah  view  of  the  true  land  of  promise ; 
even  when    he  walked    through    the    visible 
Canaan.    They  who  believe,  in  this  noon-day 
of  the  Redeemer's  manifested  love,  are  privi- 
leged to  behold  what  no  eye  of  elder  saint  had 
aeen,  no  ear  of  ancient  believer  heard,  neither 
^  it  entered  into  the  heart  even  of  Abram,  in 

1  1  Cor.m.22. 
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the  brightest  day  of  divine  revelatioa  made-IV- 
him,  fully  to  conceive,  "God  hath  provided 
some  better  thing  for  us;  that  they  teithtmi  ua 
ihould  not  be  made  perfect." ' 

But  to  whom  mucli  is  given,  from  tliem  will 
much  be  required.  If  the  magnificent  prospect 
of  an  evangelical  lieritage  dwell  brightly  in 
our  eye,  it  should  enlighteH  ouihcaj:tSi  it  should 
Jill  our  hearts,  who  feel  it  to  be  our  own,  and 
make  us  desire  to  walk  worthy  of  God,  who 
hath  called  us  to  his  kingdom  and  glory. 

II.  If  this  portion  of  the  history  of  Abraio 
has  been  properly  examined,  it  teaches  ons 
plain,  obvious,  and  most  momentous  lesxoD^, 
both  to  tlie  sinner  and  to  the  saint : — Th«t 
"  godlineis  is  profitable  for  all  things:  having 
promite  of  the  life  that  now  is,  anti  of  that 
which  ig  to  conte,"  ^  Abram  leaves  the  richer 
portion  for  Lot,  and  is  contented  with  thai 
which  is  worse  :  but  then  Jehovah  comes  to  bfr 
his  portion,  and  to  satisiy  him  with  the  exxxedir^ 
ing  abundance  of  mercy  and  love.  Lot's  gaaft- 
lasts  but  a,  httle  time,  and  then  perishes  in  tb^ 
fires  of  Sodom.  Abram's  part  is  unchangeabl«4 
His  comforts  are  increased,  his  fame  is  spread 
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abroad^  and  his  holy  familiarity  with  God  be- 
comes more  frequent  and  more  uninterrupted. 
It  will  ever  thus  be  found  by  all  true  Christian 
experience.     It  will  assuredly  be  learned,  that 
Jesas  was  the  faithful  and  true  Witness  when 
He  said,     **  Every  one    who    hath   forsaken 
kmteSy  or  brethren^  or   sisters,  or  father,   or 
mother,  or  wife,  or  children,  or  lands,  for  my 
wme*s  sake,   shall   receive   an  hundred  fold, 
wd  shaU  inherit  everlasting  Ufe"  ^   Arise  then, 
ye  who  are  partakers  of  Abram's  holy  faith, 
and  walk  through  the  land  of  your  salvation, 
in  the  length  and  breadth  of  its  present  bles- 
lednesB,  as  well  as  of  that  which  shall  be  im- 
pnted,  when  you  shall  be  no  more  sojourners, 
Irat  be  made  actually  possessors  of  the  inher- 
itince  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth 
not  away.    And  whensoever  you  sit  down,  after 
this  dose  and  active  examination  of  faith,  fre- 
foently  repeated,  remember  the  covenant  God 
of  all  your  mercies.    In  every  plain  of  Mamre, 
vliere  you  may  be    providentially  called  to 
iwell,  set  up  an  altar  of  praise  to  Jehovah. 
Qnmnd  it  firmly  in  love ;   build  it  high  and 
ttnxig  in  faith;    and  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
conmiuning  with  God  before  it,  in  the  experi- 
niental  life  of  his  grace. 

^  Matt  xix.  29. 
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^  at  other  times  placed^  according  to  the  will 
^  bis  Heavenly  Father.  Yet  however  greatly 
tliejr  may  differ  to  the  eye  of  sense,  they  all — 
^  that  invariably,  work  together  for  his  good. 
the  history  of  Abram  may  serve  to  exempli- 
fy this  remark*  We  have  seen  him  a  stranger, 
and  a  man  of  peace  in  Canaan  ;  with  no  other 
defence  than  the  horns  of  the  altar,  which  he 
had  erected  in  £uth,  and  dedicated  to  the 
boooiir  of  Jehovah.  We  are  now  to  regard 
Ub  as  a  warrior,  taking  up  arms  to  dehver  the 
Qfpemed,  and  to  snatch  the  prey  out  of  the 
hand  of  the  mighty.  Here  however,  as  in 
ftoner  exhibitions  of  his  character,  we  find 
him  actuated  by  the  same  dispositions,  and  con- 
Ment  in  the  holy  principles  of  his  conduct. 
And  his  example  should  be  followed  through 
al  the  varieties  of  Christian  experience.  If 
the  lofe  of  Grod  be  shed  abroad  in  the  heart  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  there  is  a  happy  imity  of 
pmciple  with  the  will  of  the  Most  High,  to 
Rgidate  the  sincere  disciple  in  all  the  contin- 
of  life,  and  to  preserve  him  the  same 
,  according  to  the  mind  that  was  in  Christ 
Jesus,  ^'  in  all  time  of  his  tribulation,  and  in  all 
time  of  his  wealth." 

A  pregnant  instance  of  this  truth  will  appear, 

VOL.  I.  s 
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by   noticing,    from    the    chapter    now    under 
review, 
I,  Abram's  victory   over  the  conpedb- 

RATED    KINGS. 

It  does  not  seem  probable,  that  Lot  wu 
actively  engaged  as  a  party  in  this  war,  bj' 
joining  the  people  timong  whom  he  dwelt,  in 
their  resistance  to  the  invasion  of  Chedortao- 
mer.  He  was  not  on  that  account,  however,  to 
escape  the  general  injury  and  violence.  The 
kings  of  Sodom  aud  Gomorrah  iled,  and  felL 
"  Their  goods,  and  all  their  victvaU  were  taken. 
The  spoilers  also  took  Lot,  Ahram's  brotAe/t 
son,  who  dwelt  in  Sodom,  and  his  good*,  and 
departed."  >  No  sooner  did  tidings  of  this  dis- 
aster reach  Abram,  from  one  who  had  escaped 
the  slaughter  and  captivity,  than  he  immediaio* 
ly  prepared  for  the  rescue  of  his  kinsman.  ,\II 
the  seliislmess  of  Lot  is  forgotten :  his  danget' 
alone  is  remembered:  and  with  the  prompt 
intrepidity  of  a  man,  whose  life  was  that  fl( 
habitualfaith  and  dependance  upon  God,  Abraft 
resolves  to  follow  and  give  battle  to  the  fiW- 
kings,  with  only  his  domestic  servants,  trained 
in  his  family ;  and  (through  the  divine  blessing) 
to  deliver  his  nephew. 

'  0»n.  liv.  11, 12. 
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And  wheresoever  this    gracious  confidence 
upon  the  Most  High  is  in  vigorous  exercise, 
there  will  its  possessor  he   strong,  and  do  ex- 
ploits. Faith  is  a  valiant  grace.    It  precipitated 
Gideon,  in  the  might  of  God,  upon  the  hosts  of 
Midian,  with  three  hundred  men ;  and  gained 
him  a  triumph  over  them.     It  is  the  high  and 
iidmating  principle  of  the  heliever  in  his  war- 
fine  against  the  principalities  and  powers  of  sin. 
**  This  is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the  world, 
iMfi  omrfaith.^^     The  world,   the  flesh,   and 
devfl  are  confederated  kings ;  and  if  they  are  to 
be  Tanquiahed,  the  Christian  warrior  must  take 
to  himself  **  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  which  is  the 
werd  of  God^  and  the  shield  of  faith  whereby 
h$  wusy    quench    all  the  fiery    darts    of  the 
wicked."**    Ahram  had  no  might  against  the 
great  company,  which  yet  he  adventured  to 
Ulow ;  but  his  eyes  were  upon   God ;    and 
fterefore  his  heart  was  bold.    Jehovah  was  his 
Bamier ;  and  hence  he  went  forth,  conquering 
and  to  conquer.     The  faith  that  glowed  so 
bfightly  in  his  heart  was  an  assurance  of  vic- 
tory :  and  his  covenant  God  amply  redeemed 
die  pled^  committed  to  him,  together  with  the 
gnee  of  this  high  confidence. 

MJoliiiT.4.  •  Eph.  yi.  16, 17. 
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Abram  is  the  worthy  example  of  all  }at 
spiritual  children,  the  heirs  of  the  same  pro  miaiM. 
It  wai/  happen — and  alas,  how  frequently  ifoai 
it  happen,  that  some  who  are  dear  to  thtf 
Christian's  heart,  and  cherished  hy  his  tendered 
love,  turn  aside  to  dwell  emong  the  tents 
ungodliness,  and  are  there  made  captives  bjt 
Satan  !  Shall  the  adversary  then  be  allowed  to 
carrj'  them  away,  without  blow  struck,  or  eSorfl 
made  for  their  deliverance  ?  Shall  not  thv 
soldier  of  the  cross,  who  hath  in  his  own  persoa: 
fought  and  foiled  the  adversary,  gird  himself 
for  the  battle,  and  go  forth,  in  the  name  i 
strength  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  to  bring  hi 
the  captive,  (as  the  power  of  restoring  lor*; 
may  bless  the  effort]  to  his  forsaken  rest,  and 
peace,  and  portion  ?  No  oSence  which 
erring  brother  may  have  committed — no  pro- 
vocation which  he  may  have  given — no  selfish" 
ness,  whereby  he  may  have  violated  the  san» 
tuary  of  relative  obligation,  whatever  be  it> 
stipulated  or  general  demands,  must  be  for  I 
moment  remembered.  That  brother  is  in  the 
way  of  the  destroyer :  and  if  we  have  learned 
the  power  of  redeeming  love,  wo  shall  no  mon 
hesitate  to  strive  and  pray  for  his  deliverance, 
than  did  Joseph  to  help  his  brethren,  and  do 
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them  good,  after  the  wrong  which  he  had  suffered 

uX  their  hands.     K  an  example  be  needful,  we 

find  it  in  the  conduct  of  the  Son  of  God«     Man 

had  revolted  £rom  Jehovah,  and  robbed  Him  of 

die  honour  due  to  all  his  attributes.     Man  was 

a  captive,  lost  and  imdone,  in  the  hand  of  his 

Hugh^    enemy.       But    then    the    Redeemer 

hastened  to  deliver  him :  then  the  Redeemer 

hunt  asunder  every  link  of  his  slavery,  in  the 

power  of  a  victorious  salvation ;  and  made  him 

free  indeed.     **  Beloved,  if  God  so  loved  us,  we 

might  also  to  love  one  another"^ 

Abrmm  in  this  victory  shadowed  forth  the 
presence  and  might  of  our  Lord  in  his  church, 
far  the  deliverance  of  its  members ;  when  other- 
vise,  being  led  into  temptation  and  a  snare, 
tiiey  would  be  in  danger  of  widely  and  awfully 
departing  £rom  God.  Abram's  conquest  of  the 
kings  vtas  not  only  a  pledge  of  that  amazing 
vietoiy,  which  the  Church,  in  its  glorious  Head 
dicmld  obtain  over  the  world ;  but  also  of  its 
uefiihieaa  to  the  world,  whensoever  men  will 
admit  its  help  and  kindness.  **  The  remnant 
of  Jacob  shall  be  among  the  Gentiles,  in  the 
mist  of  many  people,   as  a  lion  among  the 

*  1  John  IT.  ]  1. 
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beagU  of  the  foreit,  as  a  young  lion  among  lk« 
fiocks  of  sheep,  who  if  he  go  through,  hoik 
treadeth  down  and  leareth  m  pieces,  and  noiM 
can  deliver." ' 

In  this  victory,  attesting  so  undeniably  the 
lielp  of  Him,  whose  Aknightiness  breaks  the 
shield,  the  sword,  and  the  battle  of  such 
oppose  die  objects  of  his  love,  Abram  had 
pletlge  aud  security  of  regaUty  over  the  land 
Cauaaii.  It  was  akeady  his  own  by  right 
proinise ;  and  now  he  obtains  a  further  seizin, 
by  right  of  conquest,  in  connexion  with  the 
inviolable  truth  of  God.  When  Moses,  in  a 
later  period  of  the  history  of  redemption, 
vanquished  and  slew  the  Egyptian  who  smote 
one  of  his  brethren,  he  thought  that  God  hj 
his  hand  would  deliver  Israel ;  and  hu  thought 
rightly.  It  was  the  first-fruit  of  all  his  victoiies ; 
the  first  step  that  led  the  armies  of  God  oat  of 
the  house  of  their  bondage.  It  may  be  alao 
the  Christian's  comfort,  and  a  gracious  light  of 
hope  within  his  heart,  when  he  can  thauk  God 
for  giving  him  the  victory  over  any  tcmptalioOf 
that  the  Head  and  Captain  of  his  salvation  i> 
thus  foreshewing  to   him  the  destruction  of. 


as 
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Us  enemies:  assurii^  him  that  Satan  shall  be 
bniiaed  mider  his  feet  shortly ;  and  that  he  shall 
attain  the  rest  of  his  everlasting  inheritance. 
Snch  a  soldier  of  Christ  should  hail  that  vic- 
Uxrj  as  a  pledge  of  a  final  triumph.  It  is  the 
ground  on  which  to  erect  an  Ebenezer,  saying, 
**  Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped  me."  It  is 
the  monnt  of  praise,  as  well  as  of  prospect, 
on  which  he  should   **  thank  God  and   take 

COOFBge*'* 

The  same  graceful  disinterestedness,  whereby 
the  fiither  of  the  faithful  exhibited  the  holy 
sq^eiiority  of  his  principles,  when  he  yielded 
tbe  finiitfiil  vale  of  Sodom  to  the  covetousness 
of  Lot,  is  again  manifested  in  this  great  victory. 
**  The  king  of  Sodom  said  unto  Abram,  Give  me 
tk$  persons,  and  take  the  goods  to  thyself.  And 
dbrmrn  said  unto  him,  I  have  lifted  mine  hand 
mlo  the  Lord,  the  most  High  Gody  the  Possessor 
rfheaiven  and  earth,  that  I  will  not  take  from 
a  Aread,  even  to  a  shoe  latchet ;  (or,  from  a 
prTs  kair^fiUet  to  a  man's  shoe-tie)  lest  thou 
Aouldestsay,  I  have  made  Abram  rich"^  In- 
stances of  such  generosity  are,  alas,  very  rare, 
even  among  those  who  profess  to  have  aU  things 

»  Gen.  xiv.  21—23. 


ill  Christ.  Were  it  otherwise,  the  religion  of 
a  self-denying  Saviour  would  be  more  abuo- 
daiitly  honoured  in  the  world.  Would  to 
(rod,  that  the  heavenly  contentedness  which  a 
couscious  possession  of  divine  and  unchangeable 
love  is  calculated  to  produce,  were  more  du^ 
appreciated,  and  more  justly  admired !  Would 
to  God,  that  such  a  holy  disregard  of  the  selfish 
cravings  of  our  poor  fallen  nature,  did  mow 
frequently  attest  the  mightiness  of  that  prin- 
ciple,  which,  assuring  the  Christian  chat  all 
things  are  his,  would  also  attest,  not  only  his 
calm  repose,  but  his  deep  delight  in  those  un- 
searchable riches  which  the  world  can  neither 
give  nor  take  away ! 

We  are  now  conducted  by  the  histoiy  to 
notice, 

II.  The  Patriarch's  interview  wixa 
Melchizedek. 

No  man  can  contemplate  the  wonders  of  sal** 
vtttion  with  a  spiritual  eye,  who  will  not  fe^,. 
his  heart's  fulness  urging  him  to  exclaim,. 
"  Great  m  the  mystery  of  godlineis  !  "  '  So> 
many  circumstances  crowd  upon  the  mind,  when 
it  ranges  through   the  plan  and  history  of  Bo> 
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demptiGn^  whether  before  or  after  the  Eternal 
Word  was  made  flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us, 
that  die  Tiew  is  almost  overwhelming.  And 
amiredly  there  were  few  more  profound  truths 
wUeh  fSedth  was  called  to  contemplate,  among 
dioie  which  pointed  forth  the  Lord  of  glory,  he- 
fare  He  assumed  our  nature,  than  Melchizedek's 
titit  to  Abram.  We  may  in  some  degree  infer 
the  thickness  of  the  veil  drawn  around  this 
9taet  and  wonderful  person,  from  the  conjec- 
tures made  concerning  him,  and  the  arguments 
iriiereby  they  are  defended. 

Among  the  Jews  it  was  an  almost  imiversal 
apmon,  that  he  was  Shem  the  son  of  Noah, 
who  is  asserted  by  such  as  adopt  the  short 
diranology  of  the  Hebrew  Pentateuch,  to  have 
mrvived  Abram,  though  bom  a  considerable 
time  befcnre  the  flood.  Of  this  opinion  are 
Biany  able  and  learned  writers  among  the  great 
theologians  of  more  modem  times,  and  of  the 
Engliah  Church.  But  this  opinion,  together 
with  the  chronological  theory  upon  which  it  is 
banded,  appears  to  be  encompassed  with  al- 
most insuperable  difficulties.  According  to 
the  most  approved  system  of  sacred  computa- 
tion, Shem  must  have  died  four  himdred  and 
brty  years  before  the  birth  of  Abram.     The 

s  5 
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principal  argument,  drawn  from  a  dedaratiaa. 
in  the  blessing  of  Noah,  tiiat  Canaan  should 
be  the  servant  of  Shem,  which  blessing,  Shem, 
as  its  depository,  is  made  to  repeat  in  the  peiw 
son  of  him  who  is  called  Melchizedck,  is  ^ 
i'oundation  too  narrow  for  the  superstructure. 
The  genealogy  of  Shem  was  minutely  re- 
corded ;  while  Melcliizedek  is  said  to  ba 
without  father,  and  without  mother,  wbea 
the  great  Apostle  brings  him  under  the  notice 
of  the  Hebrew  Church.  And  as  Levi,  not 
than  Abram,  through  whom  be  came,  was  de- 
scended from  Shem,  while  it  is  testified  of 
Melchizedek,  that  his  descent  was  not  the  a 
with  that  of  the  Aaronic  priesthood,  this  sup- 
position, however  ingeniously  urged,  is 
tenable. 

Some  heretics  in  the  early  cburcb  affirmed,, 
thai  Melchizedek  was  the  Holy  Ghost.  But 
this  mysterious  character  is  said  to  be  a  priest 
of  the  Most  High  God :  and  every  High  PrieA 
is  taken  from  among  men.  If  therefore  the 
Holy  Ghost  was  a  Priest  imto  God,  He  would 
therein  be  inferior  to  God.  Moreover 
Holy  Ghost  never  descended  from  beaven  ttt 
be  incarnate  ;  but  only  the  Son  of  God.  OtheM 
again,  among  whom   is   the  accomplished,  bnS 
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fimdfbl  Qijgen,  regard  him  as  an  angel ;  but 
witfaout  any  measure  of  convincing  proof.  By 
a  fisurth  claas,  he  is  thought  to  have  been  one 
of  the  kings  of  Canaan,  marvellously  raised  up 
of  Crod,  and  gifted  with  a  most  peculiar  priest- 
hoody  for  the  veiy  purpose,  as  it  would  appear, 
of  bestowing  a  solemn  blessing  upon  Abram, 
fer  the  confirmation  of  his  faith,  and  the  com- 
ibrt  of  his  mind*  By  these  commentators, 
Hdehizedek  is  made  an  illustrious  type  of 
Immanuel,  in  his  Everlasting  Priesthood,  and 
is  the  royalty  of  his  office,  as  King  of  Righteous- 
oeMf  and  King  of  Peace.  It  must  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  by  £ur  the  greatest  number  of 
Christian  writers  in  all  ages  of  the  church — 
thai  dirines  of  all  shades  of  opinion,  and  all 
degrees  of  learning,  have  adopted  the  conclu- 
sion, that  Melchizedek,  who  came  down,  as  it 
were  £ram  heaven,  an  insulated  being,  just 
S^AJig  upon  us  a  radiance,  wherein  we  dis- 
cover the  Regal  and  Eternal  Priesthood  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  brightly  represented,  and 
then  leaving  all  dark  again,  was  a  man  ;  and 
only  a  man;  although  greatly  privileged,  as  an 
eminent  representative  of  the  Eternal  High 
Piiest  of  our  profession.  * 
Such  was   long,  and  until  lately,  my  own 
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view  of  Abrara's  woadrous  visitant;  but  subse- 
quent reflection  lias  induced  me  to  adopt  the 
opinion  of  those  who  deem  him  to  have  been 
none  other  than  the  Angel  of  the  everlasting 
covenant,  manifest  in  the  likeness  of  man,  by 
a  special  privilege  and  dispensation  in  tlie  patri- 
arch's behalf.  The  subject  is  confessedly  diffi- 
cult ;  and  may  well  demand  that  the  maintain- 
ers  of  different  opinions  should  each  hold  hjs 
own  in  the  bond  of  peace ;  since  none  of  the 
princip^il  hypotheses  violate  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit,  or  impugn  any  portion  of  the  truth  as  it 
is  in  Jesus.  I  may  be  permitted  to  mentioD  a 
few  of  the  reasons  which  have  operated  on  my 
own  mind ;  and  leave  them,  in  dependence 
on  that  Spirit  which  is  promised  to  lead  the 
liehever  into  all  truth.' 

The  supposition  that  Melchizedek  was  a  i 
prince  who  reigned  in  Jerusalem,  then  called 
Salem,  is  opposed  by  a  serious  geographic^ 
difficulty.  Jerusalem,  at  that  time,  and  for 
centuries  afterwards,  was  known  by  tlie  name 
of  Jebuz  :  and  it  would  be  hard  to  say,  in  what  * 
satisfactory  manner  we   may  account  for  the 

'  Tbc  lubjecl  in  ably  diicuBiwd  bif    CtnuEU    de    Repoblki 
lliibneonuD;  Biddnlpfa'aTlK.'ah^ortheEarijPtlrutKbii   r-'    ' 
Faber'i  Uoib  Uonica,  to  which  tba  nadcr  i>  lafmnd. 
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fiict  how  a   rojal  prince^    owning    Jehovah, 

and  acting  as  a  priest  of  the  Most  High  God, 

could  dwell  amidst  these  idolaters  of  Canaan  in 

wdetjf  and  all  the  while  be  unknown  to  Abram, 

who  could  not  be  very  remote  from  the  seat  of 

his  government.  Why  indeed  would  there  have 

been  a  necessity,  so  to   speak,  that  Abram 

abonld    be    singled    out    as     the    depository 

of  the  truth  of  God,  and  as  its  dispenser  to 

the  peculiar  race  that  was  to  preserve  it  from 

perishing,  as  afterwards  the  manna  was  laid  up 

in  the  most  holy  place,  so  long  as  Melchizedek 

was  already  &voured  with  the  blessing  of  that 

bowledge,  and  privileged  to  possess  it?     If 

however,  it  be  said,  with    St.   Jerome,   that 

Salem  was  the  northern   city  of  that  name, 

identical  with  Sichem,   then  almost  the  first 

step  that  Abram  took  into  the  promised  land, 

Oiust  have  been  into  the  vei^y  heart  of  Mel- 

chisedek's  territory,   where    he    reigned   and 

wonhipped  God.   (iGren.  xii.  6.)    Yet  we  hear 

of  no  firiendship,   no  acquaintance,  no  mutual 

isiistancc^,  no  reciprocities  of  kindness  between 

them ;  notwithstanding  the  eager  desire  which 

tbe  finend  of  God  must  have  felt  to  cultivate  a 

>scied  intimacy  with  one  so  highly  honoured 

of  the  Most  High,   as  this  remarkable  man. 
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That  two  such  characters,  so  amazingly  singled 
out  by  H  divine  hand,  from  all  the  rest  of  the 
human  race,  should  have  been  thus  placed,  and 
yet  thus  estranged  from  each  other,  from  a 
community  of  worship,  and  an  interchange  (d 
fellowship  equally  consolatory  to  themselveB, 
and  important  to  the  diffusion  of  the  knowledge 
of  God,  is,  to  say  the  least,  hard  to  be  under* 
stood. 

Neither  is  it  easy  to  imagine,  &om  suy  thing 
apparent  in  the  sacred  record,  in  what  manner 
the  priesthood  of  Melchizedek,  royal  as  it  waa^ 
could  have  been  so  much  more  glorious  than 
tliat  of  Abram,  the  friend  of  God,  the  heir  of 
the  world,  the  centre  of  gracious  convergency 
to  so  many  exceeding  great  and  precious  pro> 
mises ;  and  himself  also  a  priest  of  Jehovah* 
according  to  the  patriarchal  economy  ; — one  who 
had  built  an  altar  to  God  ;  who  had  solemnly 
called  upon  his  name,  iuid  who  was  afterwards  to 
exhibit  himself  in  the  hght  of  a  sacerdotal  char« 
acter  so  awfiil,  in  the  offering  of  his  son  up«n 
mount  Moriah.'     One  was  the  father  of  th*^ 

'  irthe  future  Jcnualem  uaaiheaeatafMdchuedek'arajslir* 
AbnuD  mnat,  on  hia  joonity  lo  ihv  holy  moonl,  hare  jiusi'd  cIm*' 
bencuih  iu  walU  :  and  cgutd  tic  faaic  »  done,  without  on  mtumf^ 
tsMeuidcoDTaMmthbudutinguutwdlnndwtiBtepriMlbMdJ 
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biibfalf  the  progenitor  of  the  Messiah,  while 
the  other  was  only  an  obscure  prince  of  Canaan : 
and  truly  if  the  less  be  blessed  of  the  better, 
Hfiai  would  it  seem  more  fitting  that  Melchize- 
dek  should  be  blessed  of  Abram,  than  that  he 
should  confer  that  blessing  upon  him. 

St*  Paul,  bringing  this  illustrious  personage 
before  the  Hebrew  Church,^  and  expatiating 
upon  the  singular  dignity  wherewith  he  was 
inrested,  declares  that  he  was  *'  without  father , 
witkaui  mother,  mthout  descent ^  (or  pedigree) 
hamng  neither  beginning  of  dayiy  nor  end  of 
Itfe  ;  but  made  Uke  unto  the  Son  of  God,  abides 
a  priest  continually ,  (to  all  eternity.*')  ^  It  is 
gmerally  understood,  that  as  no  record  is  given 
of  the  parentage  or  genealogy,  the  birth  or 
death  of  Melchizedek,  he  might  be  said  to  have 
none ;  that  as  a  veil  of  impenetrable  darkness 
and  silence  is  drawn  over  these  first  and  last 
events  he  was  thus,  both  in  person  and  priest- 
iKX)d,  a  type  of  the  person  and  priesthood  of 
Him,  *'  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to 
eome,  the  Almighty*' —God  in  our  nature. 

But  is  not  this  negative   mode  of  dealing 
with  the  subject  meagre   and  unsatis&ctory  ? 

*  Hel».  Til.  3.  <  tit  T^  Znfpwh,  vide  Heb.  x.  12. 


e  glory«j 
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Allowing — as  we  must  necessarily  allow,  for 
meanness  of  the  type  compared  with  the 
of  the  antitype,  is  it  possible  to  acquiesce 
out  a  feeling  of  disappointment  in  sucb  a  mode 
of  exemplifying   what    St.   Paul    has    said    of 
Christ's  eternal  priesthood  ?     Shall  we  be  con- 
tented  with   Chrysostom's   remark   upon  this 
defect  of  genealogy  ?     He  makes  it  point  out  arj 
mystery  sublime,  as  distinguished  from  the  car^fl 
fully  recorded  pedigrees  of  the  Aaronic  priest^ 
hood.     He  bids  us  not  to  understand  the  Scrip- 
tures   literally,    as   though   Metcliizedek   had 
neitlier  father  nor  mother ;  but  rather  as  speak-    j 
ing  of  an  extraordinary  man ;  without  signify- 
ing  his  beginning,   end,  line,  or  race;  that  Sd^ 
he  might  tlie  more  fully  typify  the  person  andV 
excellency  of  Christ,  who,  as  He  was  God,  wa*" 
witliout  mother,  and  without  father,  as  He  wm' 
man;  without  beginning  of  days,  because  fait 
goings  forth  have  been  from  of  old,  even  &oa 
everlasting;  and  without  end  of  years,  the  aame 
yesterday,    to-day,    and   for    ever,   an    Ktcmat' 
High  Priest  of  the  Church  ?     Can  the  apostleV 
description  of  his   Redeemer's  sacerdotal  cha^^ 
acter  be  fulfilled  in  its  length  and  breadth  of  ^ 
meaning,  by  this  vague  and  negative  reference 
to  a  mere  mortal  man  ?     Or  must  we  not  rathnr- 


ABRAM  AND   MELCHIZEDEK.  401 

at  cnce  imagine  that  he  who  met  Abram,  bless- 
ed hiflHf  and  received  tithes  at  his  hand,  was 
the  Angel  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  in  one  of 
those  ftTn^gjug  manifestations  which  He  vouch- 
nfed  to  the  fistther  of  the  faithful,  and  repeated 
at  the  oak  of  Mamre?  If  we  admit  the  divi- 
nity of  Abram's  mysterious  host,  He  is  at  once 
without  £ftther  or  mother,  without  genealogy, 
hafing  neither  beginning  of  days,  nor  end  of 
Hh.  As  such.  He  is  made  like  the  Son  of 
God,  a  previous  exhibition  of  the  Lord  of  glory 
in  our  flesh  and  nature. 

But  it  may  be  asked,   does  the  Scripture 

affinrd  any  reasonable  ground  that  a  king  and 

pdest  really  called  Melchizedek  ever  existed  ? 

Koses    says    that,    **  Melchizedek,    King    of 

Salem,  brought  forth  bread  and  wine."     St. 

Paul  says,  that  he  was  by  interpretation,  king 

of  r^hteousness,  and  after  that  also  king  of 

Salem,  which  is  king  of  peace.     There  seems 

DO  very  valid  reason,  why  the  original  term, 

(MeLechsalem)  should  be  translated,  king    of 

Salem^  while  Melchizedek  is  left  untranslated* 

It  is  argued  that  both,  or  neither,  should  have 

been  rendered  into  English  indifferently;  and 

that  the  verse  should  have  been  read,  "  Mel- 

duxedek  Melechsalem  brought  forth  bread  and 
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wine;"  or  else,  that  "  theldng  of  righteoui 
and  king  of  peace"  came  thus  furnished  and 
provided  to  meet  the  patriarch.     It  is  asserted 
that  Salem  is  no  more  in  this  place  the  name  of~ 
a  city  than  Zedek.     Why  then,   it  is   asked.. 
should  St.   Paul  so  anxiously  insist  upon  tba 
meaning   of  these   two   proper  names  ?     Why 
should  he  so  decidedly  declare  that  the  name  of 
tJiis  mysterious  heing  was  first  by  interpreta- 
tion, king  of  righteousness ;  and  after  that,  alw 
king  of  Salem,  which  is  king  of  peace  ?      Not, 
in  all   probability,  because   there   ever  was  a 
prince  so  named,  who  reined  in  Jerusalem,  as 
the  cotemporary  of  Abram  ;    but  because  these 
appellations  were  descriptive  of  the  Great  High 
Priest's  character ;  even  as  tlie  Dii-ine  Word 
was  named  Immanucl;  because   He   was    GmIJ 
teith  us  f  or  Jehovah  Zedeknu  ;  because  in  a 
the  momentous   work  of  human  justificatioi 
He  is   the  Lord  our   Highteousnesa : 
Salem,  the  Prince  of  Peace ;  because  He  bal 
reconciled  us  to  God  by  hia  blood.     Accord 
to    this  view,    the  words  of  Moses   should  ba  1 
rendered  "  The  King  of  righteousness,  even  the  I 
King  of  peace,  brought  forth  bread  and  wine: 
and  He  was  the  priest  of  the  Most  High  God: 
and    He   blessed   him,   and   said.    Blessed   be 
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Abnm  of  the  Most  High  God,  possessor  of 
hetYen  and  earth.'*  And  this  description,  which 
excludes  the  idea  of  mere  humanity  in  Him 
who  Ueased  Abram,  is  strictly  conformable  to 
die  reasoning  of  St.  Paul,  who  makes  both 
titles  descriptiTe  and  translateable. 

David  declares  of  Messiah,   **  Thou  art  a 
friett  for  ever,   after  the  order  of  Melchize- 
iek:**^  and  this  prophetic  assertion  is  repeat- 
edly pressed  by  St.  Paul  upon  the  Hebrews, 
with  the  same  high  and  solemn  appropriation. 
He  also  asserts  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
**  hicamse  He  continueth  ever.  He  hath  an  un- 
tiamgeable  ^priesthood" ^     That  immutability 
must  arise  from  the  eternity  of  the  High  Priest ; 
although  his  sacerdotal  office  commenced  in  act 
only,  when  the  first  victim  was  ofiered  to  typify 
and  shadow  forth  the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh 
away  the  sins  of  the  world.     Indeed  on  the 
mpposition,  that  a  mere  man,  however  exalted 
in  rank  and  office,  met  Abram  and  blessed  him, 
and  received  tithes  from  him;  the  whole  rea- 
loiiing  of  St.  Paul,  pressed  as  it  is  upon  the 
Chnrch,  in  language  the  most  sublime  and  glo- 

nous,  is  exceedingly  difficult  of  interpretation. 

*  PnOm  cz.  4.  >  Heb.  vii.  24. 
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But  if  instead  of  such  a  man,  we  regard  the 
regal  priest  as  the  Word  of  God,  that  difficulty 
appears  to  be  very  considerably  diminished. 

But  how  are  we  to  understand  the  words, 
"  after  tlie  order,"  and  again,  "  after  the  titaili' 
tude,  of  Melckizedek  ?  " '  Do  they  not  impfy 
difference,  and  thus  destroy  the  identity  of  Him, 
of  whom  Moses  speaks,  with  God  incarnate,  tt 
described  by  St.  Paul  ?  It  may  be  answered, 
that  the  hkencas  consists,  "  not  in  a  difference 
of  persons,  but  in  a  sameness  of  attributes. 
and  is  borne  out  by  other  expressions  of 
similar  meaning.  Thus  Christ  is  said  to  hart' 
been  "in  the  form  of  God,"*  that  is,  noi 
from  Deitj-  ;  but  possessing  all  his  perfeclioi 
So,  when  He  "  look  upon  Him  t/iefomi  of  a 
ron(,"'  we  understand  that  He  became  the 
vant  of  God,  and  the  minister  of  mercy  i 
guilty  and  dj-ing  world.  When  it  is  predii 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  that  "  He  teas  m 
in  the  likeness  of  men"  we  must  understand 
absolute  oneness  with  human  nature  which 
assumed.  By  parity  of  reasoning  then,  it 
appear,  that  the  similitude  between  Me 
zedek  and  the  Son  of  God,  concerning  w! 


'  Heb.  .i 
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St.  Paul  speaks,  consisted  in  the  absolute  same- 
ness of  their  priestly  character :  and  that  Christ 
Himself  is  a  Priest  after  his  own  order,  which 
by  its  Yeiy  constitution  admits  only  of  a  single 
priest.     On  this  ground,  Christ  and  Melchi- 
sedek  axe  one  Person,  and  the  order  of  Mel- 
diiaedek  is  truly  the  order  of  Christ.     He,  of 
^om  it  is  witnessed  that  He  liveth.  King  of 
righteousness  and  King  of  peace,  would  seem  to 
be  identical  with  Jesus,  of  whom  like  mention 
is  made^  that  He  continueth  ever  the  single 
ffigh  Priest  of  an  eternal  designation,  to  whom 
Abram  paid  tithes  in  proof  of  inferiority  :  and 
to  whom,  when  he  raised  his  head  from  the 
itooe  of  Bethel,  Jacob  in  after  days  vowed  the 
tenth  of  all  his  substance  as  an  offering,  through 
BBm  to  the  Most  High  God :  whose  sacerdotal 
office  is  the  hope  and  stay  of  the  Church  ;  be- 
cause He  is  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost,  all 
those  who   come  imto  God  by   Him,   seeing 
He  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  for  them : 
and  who  shall,  in  the  accomplished  period  of 
Jehovah's  counsel,  come  forth  from  the  most 
holy  place  above,  to  bless  his  worshippers,  and 
to  be  the  substance  of  his  own  blessing  to  them 
torever. 
But  I  turn  to  say  a  few  words  upon 
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III.    The     conduct     of     Melchixedek 

TOWARDS    AbRAM. 

He  was  king  of  peaco— that  peace  which  waa 
efiecteil  between  an  insulted  God  and  rebd  , 
men,  upon  the  mount  of  crucifixion.  He  wa» 
also  by  interjtretation,  king  of  rightcousnCMp  | 
and  thus  shadowed  forth  his  great  and  glorious 
office,  the  Lord  our  Righteousness,  the  Lord  oar 
Peace,  because,  having  brought  in  an  everlastiag^ 
righteousuess  by  his  obedience  unto  death,  and 
in  death.  He  hath  reconciled  man  to  God^ 
making  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  cross ; — *'  maM". 
sin  for  us  (while  He  knew  no  sin),  thai  we  migkt' 
be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  Ifit, 
The  work  of  this  unblemished,  this  uochangtt^ 
able  righteousness  is  peace,  and  its  effect,  whes» 
brought  home  by  faith  upon  the  heart,  is  quid* 
ness  and  assurance  for  ever.  And  the  ChurA 
of  God  hath  no  more  ample,  no  more  stable,  ntf 
more  delightful  groimd  of  trust  and  boa^tiligf 
in  its  Almighty  Head,  than  the  great  tru^ 
thus  involved  in  the  Atonement,  Intercessio 
and  blessing,  of  that  Great  High  Priest,  who  -^ 
"  made  not  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  commamSi 
ment,  but  after  the  power  of  an  endlest  life."*    ' 
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His  mysterious  personage  is  represented  as 
a  King  in  dignity,  and  a  Priest  of  the  Most 
Hjgh  God  in  office.  Herein  He  is  contradis- 
tingin'shed  from  all  the  Aaronic  priesthood,  to 
none  of  ivhom  was  royalty  ever  vouchsafed. 
And  such  a  High  Priest,  a  Priest  upon  his 
throncy  became  men,  whose  lost  condition,  He 
left  his  throne  of  glory  to  repair,  with  an  ever- 
lasting salvation,  and  to  make  them  kings  and 
pnests  unto  God,  **  a  chosen  generatum,  a  royal 
fnetihood^  a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people.'*^ 
Such  a  King  then  governs,  such  a  High  Priest 
ii  let  over  the  house  of  God,  who  can  defend  it 
\j  his  Almightiness,  and  whose  infinitely  pre- 
ciaiis  mediation,  carrying  with  it  the  everlasting 
WQftfa  and  sweetness  of  his  own  all-sufficient 
oUation^  secures  answers  of  mercy  from  the 
throne  of  a  reconciled  God,  and  grace  to  help 
b  time  of  need;  with  the  happy  assurance,  that 
they  who  seek  it  in  fiedth,  love;  holiness,  shall 
le  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through  fiedth 
onto  salvation. 

As  a  king  however,  did  Melchizedek  in  an 
especial  manner  act,  when  he  brought  forth 
bread  and  wine,  to    comfort   and  invigorate 

>  1  Peter  ii.  9. 
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Abram,  returning  from  the  aUi^ter  of  ih» 
kings.  Thus  did  Barzillal  and  liis  friends,  in 
after  days,  bring  food  for  David,  and  for  the 
people  that  were  with  him  to  eat :  for  they 
said,  "  The  people  is  hungry,  and  thirsty,  and 
weary  in  the  wilderness."  And  thus  in  a  pre- 
eminent degree  duth  the  King  of  Righteout* 
ness,  even  the  King  of  Peace,  now  fiilElliag^ 
that  office,  and  of  whose  coming  a  shadow  wu 
cast  before,  in  this  amazing  meeting,  bring 
forth  spiritual  refresliiuent  to  those  soldiers  ti 
the  cross  who  are  arrayed  in  his  army  of  saictif 
when  they  would  otlierwise  faint  with  the  toil 
of  their  way,  and  with  the  severity  of  their 
conflict.  It  does  not  satisfy  his  ample  love  and 
tender  care  to  give  them  the  victory,  and  thev 
suSef  them  to  droop  and  fail,  forespent  with  Ou 
battle  past,  and  dreading,  lest  grace  should  not 
be  left  them  for  another  onset.  No :  He  givoi 
the  oil  of  gladness  by  liis  Comforter,  to  mak< 
them  of  a  cheerful  countenance  ;  and  the  wine 
that  He  hath  mingled,  which  maketh  glad  tlw 
heart  of  man;  and  bread,  the  staff  of  life,  to 
strengthen  their  hearts.  In  that  conflict  which 
the  new  and  living  principle  of  salvation  miut 
maintain  with  inward  sinfulness,  banded  with 
the  principalities   and  powers  of  evil — in  that 
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bittle  wtdch  the  believer  must  wage  against 
fi>e8  in  ilia  own  heart,  and  against  the  world, 
the  flesh,  and  the  devil  without  him,  he  shall 
be  met  by  his  great  Redeemer ;  and  to  him 
ihtll  be  brought  forth  by  hands  of  readiest  love, 
that  unspeakably  reviving  banquet,  upon  which 
bath  delights  to  feed — the  flesh  of  the  Son  of 
Utn,  which  is  meat  indeed,  and  his  blood,  which 
ii  drink  indeed.  The  Saviour's  honour,  name, 
Qd  glory,  are  all  concerned,  not  only  in  the 
nfety,  but  in  the  ample  sustenance  of  his  mili- 
tmt  brethren ;  not  only  in  preventing  the  gates 
of  hell  firom  prevailing  against  them ;  but  in 
pomoting  their  righteousness,  peace,  and  joy 
k  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  bread  and  wine  thus 
given  to  Abram  by  the  righteous  and  peaceful 
king  who  met  and  succoured  him,  might  be  re- 
garded as  an  additional  security  to  Jehovah's 
pomise  of  the  land ;  even  as  the  grapes  of 
Eihcol  were  the  first  &uits  of  Canaan,  to  those 
bdieving  spies  who  brought  them  home.  In 
like  manner,  the  joys  awaiting  the  Christian 
after  every  successful  conflict,  in  the  communi- 
citioiis  of  the  Saviour's  unchangeable  mercy  to 
bit  soul,  will  be  a  foretaste  of  the  hidden  manna 
"-of  those  joys  which  are  at  God's  right  hand 
for  ever,  when   the  redeemed,  sanctified,  and 

VOL.   I.  T 
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glorified  members  of  the  Church  shall  be  called 
to  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb. 

As  a  priest,  Melchizedek  blessed  Abram, 
who  had  the  promises,  in  the  name,  and  by  the 
especially  delegated  authority  of  the  Most  High 
God,  Possessor  of  heaven  and  earth.  In  that 
gracious  benediction,  were  shadowed  forth  the 
spiritual  distinctions  bestowed  with  suprei 
power,  through  the  ever  prevailing  prii 
of  the  Son  of  God,  upon  him,  and  upon  nil  who 
walk  in  the  steps  of  his  most  holy  faith. 
Where  He  gives  not,  there  can  be  no  sub- 
stantial blessing,  be  the  other  circumstances  of 
life  what  they  may.  Where  He  meets  an^ 
gives,  there  is  indeed  a  communication  '"  — 
toining,  consoling,  rejoicing  mercy ;  and  cow 
ceniing  the  meanest  or  feeblest  of  his  disciple^, 
doth  He  say,  in  the  fulness  of  mediatorid 
power,  as  Isaac  concerning  Jacob,  "  /  htm 
bhsged  him  ;  yea,  and  he  shall  be  bletsed" 

Thus  refreshed,  distinguished,  and  blesse^ 
Abram  gave  to  hia  mysterious  host,  tithes 
all  the  spoils  taken  from  the  enemy  in  battlo. 
The  armour  of  conquered  kings  and  generalt 
was  devoted  by  warriors,  in  the  world's  earlii 
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Idstory  to  the  idol  whom  they  especially  wor- 
ihippedyor  to  the  tutelary  deity  of  their  country. 
The  honoured  head  of  the  Church,  in  like  wise, 
ofoed  his  tenth  of  the  first  firuits  of  battle,  and 
probably  of  all  he  had  beside,  to  the  King  of 
B^hteousness  and  Peace,  thus  prefiguring  his 
pnonised  advent  to  the  world,  and  his  stupen- 
dous work  of  mercy  in  it.  These  tithes  were 
in  affering  of  gratitude  to  the  Lord ;  as  such 
diey  were  owned  and  accepted  of  Him.  And 
iHuIe  our  high  Melchizedek  imparts  such  gra- 
eious  views  of  Himself,  and  fills  his  confiding 
Ulowers,  in  their  warfare,  with  all  the  fulness 
of  Gody  in  his  conmnmications  of  mercy — 
ridle  He  gives  them  the  rich  provision  of  his 
eoDitant  love,  and  cries,  "  Eat,  O  my  friends^ 
md  drink,  yea  drink  abundantly ,  O  my  be- 
hud^  ^  their  hearts  will  expand  with  thank- 
Mness,  (the  gift  of  his  Holy  Spirit,)  for  the 
divine  glory,  and  their  own  happiness ;  and 
they  will  delight,  in  the  cordial  reciprocity  of 
bofy  gratitude,  to  give  what  they  have  to 
Him.  All  they  possess  is,  with  themselves, 
dM  light  of  Ghxl:  in  Christ,  by  creation,  by 
by  porchase,  and  by  the  conquest  of  his 

^  Gmt.  ▼.  1. 
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grace.  It  is  therefore  fitting  that  He 
possess  it  all  at  their  hands,  as  their  reaj 
service.  , 

But  it  must  not  be  forgotten,  as  « 
template  the  victory  of  Abram,  and  the 
of  Lot,  that  while  the  defeated  kin^,  and 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  nere  thus  de 
by  the  patriarch,  it  was  to  them  only  a 
from  destruction — the  mere  holding  bi 
God's  outstretched  hand,  by  his  own  long- 
ing and  pity.  The  ruin  briefly  delaye 
upon  them,  with  an.  increased  emphasis  of 
and  Judgment.  The  fire  from  heaver 
shortly  afterwards  consumed  them :  ai 
waters  of  the  Dead  Sea  roll  their  bill 
over  a  plain  once  fruitful  as  the  garden  of 
while  they  who  once  defied  God  in  theii 
and  fulness  of  bread,  are  doomed  to  suff 
judgment  of  eternal  fire.  They  are  th» 
auiples  of  those  whom  God  warns,  ch( 
corrects,  and  is  unwilling  to  abandon  :  bu 
will  not  turn  when  He  calk,  nor  repent 
He  commands ;  nor  believe  when  the  w 
salvation  is  preached  to  them,  in  the  Atom 
of  the  Lamb  of  God.  Yet  a  little  while, 
and  their  day  of  mercy  will  be  ended,  an 
morning  of  judgment  will  succeed.     C<h 
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then,  je  whom,  in  impenitence  and  unbelief 
the  solemn  truth  may  concern,  that  respite  is 
not  remission.  The  hand  of  God  will  perform, 
what  the  word  of  God  has  threatened  against 
litt  enemies :  and  for  the  obdurate  there  can  be 
nocscape.  '*  Turn  ye  then,  turn  ye;  for  why  will 
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JUSTIFYING  FAITH    IN    CHBI&T   JESUS, 


GENESIS  XV.  e, 


The  promiaea  of  God,  deposited  in  the 
uf  his  word,  ait  like  the  m&nna  liud  up  in  tfal 
most  holy  place  of  the  tabernacle,  unchanged 
ble  and  incorruptible.  Yet  sucli  is  the  weafc- 
ncss  of  faith,  is  those  who  nevertheless  believe 
ou  Him  to  the  saving  of  the  soul,  that  unlea 
these  promises  are  frequently  strengthened  i)f_ 
new  assurances  brought  home  upon  the  hcn^ 
they  appear  to  lose  their  virtue,  like  the 
kept  until  the  morning,  not  in  the 
of  God,  but  in  the  tents  of  Israel.  Such 
feet  ill  the  patient  waiting  of  faith  was  felt  e 
by  Abram  himself.  The  Most  High 
solemnly  engaged  to  give  him  a  country, 
posterity,  and  a  Saviour.  But  (Ulhough 
was   now  a  conqueror,  he  had  won  no  pi 
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Canaan  by  his  victoiy.   Nearly  ten  years  had 
^l^Med,  since  the  assurance  of  a  fisunily  was 
Cfe^ade,  and  he  was  yet  childless.     The  last  and 
S^^atest  of  all  the  proinises,  to  which  his  soul 
teamed,  as  to  its  dearest  resting-place — ^the  won- 
derful Deliverer  of  mankind — ^gave  not  even  the 
^x^ost  distant  sign  of  a  future  Adventto  the  world 
'Uirough   his    posterity.       The    unbelief   that 
lurked  within  him  appeared  therefore  in  act, 
^hen  the  word  of  Jehovah  came  again  to  him 
in  a  vision,  saying,  "  Fear  not  Abram,  I  am 
iiy  ihield^  and  thy  exceeding  great  reward,"'  ^ 
Abiam  said,  **  Lord  God,  what  wilt  thou  give 
sie,  teeing  I  go  childless,    and  the  steward  of 
My  house f  is  this  EUezer  of  Damascus  ?  *'    And 
Abram  said,  "  Behold  to  me  th^  hast  given  no 
I     ned :  and  lo  one  bom  in  my  house  is  mine  heir. 
He  seems  to  fear  that  divine  faithfulness  would 
&Q ;  that  Grod  would  evade  his  promise ;  and 
that  instead  of  a  son,  bom  to  him  from  his  own 
kins,  he  should  merely  have  an  adopted  child 
in  this  Syrian,  who  had  the  care  of  his  house- 
hdd  and  property.      Every  year  of  Sarah's 
continued  barrenness  seems  to  nourish  his  dis- 
trust ;  and  he  is  not  yet  brought  into  that  con- 

»  Gen.  XT.  1—3. 
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fideiicc  of  faith,  whereby  "  againtt  hops  he  b 
lieted  in  hope ;  that  he  might  be  the  father  tf 
many  nations."  '  God  however  condescends  lo 
reiterate  his  assurance,  of  accomplishiDg  aU 
that  He  had  graciously  undertaken.  The  word 
of  the  Lord  came  unto  Abram,  saying,  "  Thi» 
shall  not  be  thine  heir;  but  fie  that  ghall  cimt' 
forth  out  of  thine  own  boweU,  shall  be  th'tm' 
heir.  And  he  brought  him  forth  abroad,  i 
said,  Look  now  toward  heaven,  and  tell  the  stnrti  \ 
if  thou  art  able  lo  number  them.  And  He  * 
unto  him,  so  shall  thy  teed  be."  ^  The  Holj^ 
Spirit  of  promise  sealed  the  faithfulness  i 
God's  assurance  upon  his  heart,  and  bis  distr 
was  subdued."  "  He  believed  in  the  Lord,  i 
He  counted  it  ta  him  for  righteousness," 
cannot  but  observe,  that  this  sighing  nioumfiiZ 
complaint  of  Abram  hath  in  it  much  infiTmiiy, 
and  something  of  distrust.  He  shakes  in  tli8' 
very  bottom  of  his  soul,  that  iuiprobabilitiet' 
were  growing  up,  as  he  thought,  to  impossia! 
bilities  against  him  in  the  way  of  promiW 
Yet  hence  also  mark  two  things:  first,  that  1 
doth  not  repine  in  himself,  and  keep  up  hill 
burning  thoughts  in  his  breast;  but   sweetlyi 

'  Ronj.  iv.  IB.  ■  Goa.  n.  i,  5. 
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^^^^eathes  out  the  burden  of  his  soul  into  the 

*Hisom  of  his  God.     "  Lord   God,"  saith  he, 

*  *  ^vliat  wilt  thou  give  me,  seeing  I  go  childless  ?  " 

I  ^  is  of  sincere  £edth  to  imlade  our  grief  into 

bosom  of  our  God.     Secondly,  that  God 

not  his  servant  at  the  advantage  of  his 

ilaining,  and  diffidence :  but  lets  that  pass ; 

xutil  having  renewed  the  promise  to  him,  and 

s«tded  his  £Euth,  then  He  gives  in  his  testimony 

Xhat  Abram  beUeves  God.      The   Most  High 

overiooks  the  weakness,  and  causeless  wailings 

of  his  servants,  takes  them  at  the  best,    and 

tlien  affords  them  the  blessing  of  his  testimony 

to  thehr  &]th/'  ^ 

Here,  for  the  first  time,  the  all-momentous 
doetiine  of  justification  by  faith  alone,  is  brought 
bebre  us,  upon  the  testimony  of  the  Holy 
Obost.  Here  is  the  germ  of  that  tree  of  life 
to  the  Church — salvation  by  the  imputed  righ- 
teousness of  Christ,  beneath  which  its  members 
Ittve  sat,  enjojring  its  refreshing  shadow,  and 
finding  its  fruit  sweet  to  their  taste.  These 
nch  clusters  would  never  have  been  disclosed 
to  human  imagination  in  this  passage,  if  the 
great  Gentile  Apostle  had  not  held  forth  the 


>  Owen*t  Worlu,  XV.  263. 
T  5 


torch  of  inspiration  whereby  to  discover  them. 
He  makes  it  the  copious  and  comprchenmftl' 
test  of  those  wondrous  discoveries  to  liimsel^ 
by  the  Spirit  of  truth  in  Rom.  iv.  and  Gal.  iii-t 
and  by  him  bequeathed,  as  a  legacy  of  inesli>- 
mahle  worth,  to  men  of  e?ery  lime  and  natioiv 
into  whose  hands  the   Scriptures  of  salvatjon 
should  be  providentially  conveyed.   He  deduces^: 
from  it  the  glorious  certainty  of  the  righteous — 
ness  of  God  without  the  law — that  is,  withou  -  _ 
the  merit  of  works  on  the  part  of  man, — **  ece^^ 
the  righteousness  of  God,  which  is  by  failh  c^^ 
Jexui  Christ,  unto  all,  and  upon  all  th»m  thc^M 
helieve." '        "  Now     it    teas   not     icritt^n  /^~~ 
Abram's  sake  alone,  tluit  this  Ttghletmtnfsi  if^^^ 
imputed  to  him;  but  for  us  also,  to  wlurm  it  iA«^ 
be  imputed,  if  we  believe  on  Him  thai  raised       -u 
Jesus  our  Lord  from   the  dead."  '     And  the  -^ 
fore,  although   I  have   already    dwelt  at  stuwe 
length   upon    faith,    as    the  great    impulse       of 
Christian  life  and  holiness ;  regarding   it  mouF 
immediately  as  a  general  affiance  in  the  pro- 
mises of  God,  I  should  he  equally  wanting  to  J 
wards  a  proper  developement  of  the  character   I 
and  history  of  Abraham,  and  towards  thefijn-    I 
damental  truth  of  salvation  contained  in  the 

'  Bom.  iii.  25.  •  Ram.  ir,  *3,  21. 
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text,  were  I  to  omit    its  consideration,   and 
&il  to  press  it  home,  as  the  one  thing  needfiil, 
fcr  the  life  and  peace  of  the  soul  in  Jesus 
Chiift    My  purpose  will  be  answered,  if  the 
flint's  blessing  attend  the  endeavour,  by  con- 
tideiiiig 
L  The  especial  object  of  Abram*s  faith. 
I  haye  already  expressed  my  persuasion,  that 
the  word  of  the  Lord  which  appeared  to  him, 
'^ris  that  essentially  Divine  Word,  who  '*  in  the 
iegimning  teas  with  God,  and  was  God  ;  *'  ^  who, 
in  the  fulness  of  appointed   time,    was   made 
flesh,  and  dwelt  among  us.    Abram  knew  Him 
4tt  such,  and  addressed  to  Him  that  awful  title 
of  Jehovah,  which  it  were   utter  blasphemy  to 
offer  to  the  most  glorious  being  whom  the  hand 
of  God  hath  ever  created.     In  Him  then,  even 
the  Lord  our  Righteousness,    did   Abram  be- 
lieve ;  and  it  was  counted  to  him  for  righteous- 
neiB.    This  however,  as  we  have  seen,  was  not 
the  first  instance  in  which  Abram  believed  in 
Grod :  for  by  fedth,  when  he  was  called  to  go 
cnt  into  a  place  which  he   should   afterwards 
receiTe  for  an  inheritance,   obeyed,  and  went 
wt,  not  knowing  whither  he  went.     Yet  we 
W  hitherto  had  no  testimony  given  by  the 

*  Johni.  1. 
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and    to    its    wonderful    substance,    Abram's 
heart  dung,    as  to    its  dearest  hope,    in  the 
tense  of  sin,  and  under  the  deep  persuasion, 
that  a  Mediator  was  needed  to  bear  the  iniqui- 
ties of  all  believers,  and  to  endow  them  with 
lu8  own  Righteousness,  as  their  sure  and  invio- 
lable title  to  eternal  life.     Thus  it  was,  that 
Abram  rejoiced  to  see  the  day  of  the  Son  of 
God,  that  he  saw  it  and  was  glad.     He  saw  it, 
if  the  eye  of  faith  resting  upon  that  promise, 
^  In  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
he  blessed : "  and  having  thus  beheld  the  first 
dawning  of  this  Sun  of  righteousness   which 
was  afterwards  to  shine  over  the   world  with 
healing  in  its  wings,  he  was  filled  with  holy 
joy  and  rapture,  in  the  faith  of   its  glorious 
liaing.     This  faith  disclosed  the  day  of  life,  to 
those  who  were  dead  under  the  sentence  of  the 
law,  and  their  own  aUenation  by  the  reigning 
power  of  a  carnal  mind.     It  disclosed  the  day 
of  victory,  when  the  triumphant  Lamb  of  God 
would  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  bring 
in  an  everlasting  righteousness  ;  when  peace 
dumld  be  made  between  the  rebel  and  his  in- 
lolted sovereign ;  when  that  justice  and  holiness, 
which  continually  demanded  vengeance  upon 
'Quiersi  should  plead  for  their  reconciliation 
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dl  aid  in  all.  Abram's  fiuth  was  simple,  his 
joy  was  cordial,  permanent,  glorious,  and  un- 
speakable. 

The   person  and  works  of  God  in   Christ 
Jesus  reconciling  the  world  to  Himself,  were 
dierefore  the  great  objects  of  Abram's  justify- 
ing fiuth.     I  do  not  mean  to  suggest,  that  the 
patriarch  was  not  already  a  man  justified  before 
God;  but  that  the  instance  of  his  faith  which 
was  thought  proper  to  be  selected  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  af  the  distinguished  model  for  believing 
unto  righteousness,    was    that  only,  wherein 
immediate   respect  was  had  to   the  Messiah. 
Christians  may  believe  in  God,  with  reference 
to  all  ordinary  concerns  of  life,  and  such  faith 
may  authorize  the  presumption  of  their  righ- 
teousness in  the  eye  of  God.     But  this  is  not 
the  faith  whereby  they  are  justified ;  which  as 
1  have  already  said,  invariably  rests  on  Christ, 
uidis  conversant  with  Him   alone,   as   made 
ttnto  the  believing  Church  of  God,   "  Wisdom 
fl^  Righteousness^    and    Sanctijication,    and 
S'edemptionJ'^  ^ 

(1)  Abram's  fiiith  unto  justification  took  the 
first  step  of  that  process  whereby  it  reached 

>  1  Cor.  i.  30. 
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and  relied  on  the  Lord  our  Righteousness  in 
conviction  of  hU  otvn  tin/ulnes$,  and  need 
mercy,  whereby  to  be  provided  with  anoti 
righteotisneas  able  to  abide  the  inquitilion  of 
holy  God.  He  was  aware  of  his  own  guSti 
ivhich  deserved  the  wrath  of  the  Most  Uigfaa 
and  of  the  imputation  to  himself  of  al]  tb« 
pollution  original  and  actual,  under  which  he 
lay.  He  acknowledged,  not  merely  the  demerit 
of  sucli  a  condition,  but  its  utter  helplessness 
His  mouth  was  stopped.  He  had  become 
guilty  before  God ;  and  owned  tJiat  there 
no  other  way  of  deliverance,  than  that  ordained 
by  the  wisdom  of  the  Almighty — that  thft, 
Lord  should  lay  on  his  incarnate  Son  iIm^ 
iniquity  of  the  transgressor ;  which  might  thu^ 
he  home  by  his  suret)',  and  in  his  stead,  hi, 
sense  of  this  lost  and  dreadful  condition  undcx 
the  curse  and  condemnation  of  the  Law  i^ 
needfully  the  first  exhibition  of  that  faith  wbid^ 
is  unto  salvation.  It  plumes  tlie  wing  for  tltif 
flight  of  a  penitent  to  the  mercy  of  God 
Christ,  there  to  be  saved  from  the  wrath 
come.  "  They  that  are  whole  need  not  a  phfi 
sician,  but  they   that  are  Hck"  *     They  OD^ 
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win  flee  to  lay  hold  of  the  hope  set  before  them, 
who  see,  by  &ith,  the  avenger  of  blood  behind 
them.  To  them  only,  will  the  widely  opened 
gates  of  the  city  of  refuge  in  Abram's  Saviour 
Wdear;  and  they  only  will  escape  thither  for 
their  lives,  as  to  their  place  of  safety  in  the 
fflonitioiis  of  the  Rock  of  ages. 

Connected  also  with  this  consciousness  and 
OQDviction  of  sin,  this  awful  persuasion  of  being 
found  wanting,  when  the  soul  weighs  itself  in 
the  balances  of  the  sanctuary,  is  an  absolute 
lenunciation  of  aU  means  within    the  fallen 
creatore's  power  to  employ  on  his  own  behalf, 
whereby  to  attain  a  righteousness  which  shall  be 
unto  eternal  life  and  salvation.  This  self-despair 
ii  an  entirely  needful  ingredient  of  that  faith 
which  God  will  justly  impute  unto  the  believer 
far  righteousness.     **  Truly  in  vain  is  salvation 
iofed  for  from  the  hills,  and  from  the  multitude 
^mountains,  which  human  pride  would  climb, 
sod  whence  it  would  scale  heaven,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  reward  as  of  debt.  ^     Truly  in  the  Lord 
^  God  it  the  saJ/oation  af  Israel.  '*   Such  a  faith 
^make  mention  of  his  righteousness  only ;  and 
^  abhor  to  rest  upon  pretensions  of  obedience 

>  Jer.  iii.  23. 
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and  holiness  ;  knowing  that  Che  "  the  whole  head 
M  sick,  and  the  whole  heart  faiat  :  that  from  th* 
head,  even  to  the  sole  of  the  foot,  there  it  i 
soundness  in  it ;  but  wounds,  and  bruises,  attd 
putrifying  sores  :  " '  and  that  thus  to  offer  unto 
that  God  who  chargeth  even  his  angels  with 
folly,  and  in  whose  sight  not  the  heavens  them- 
selves  are  pure,  would  be  as  under  the  lav 
ofier  the  blind  for  sacrifice,  and  the  lame,  and, 
the  sick.  The  proud  seli'-worshipper  who  should 
make  an  oblation  of  his  own  legal  obedience  for 
acceptance  would  be  "  as  if  he  offered  swine't 
blood ;  and "  he  that  burned  this  inceos 
self-eomplacency,  "  as  if  he  blessed  an  idol.* 
It  would  be  as  though  our  first  parents,  after 
the  deep  and  awful  guilt  of  their  fall,  shoi 
have  proudly  stood  before  God,  and  declared 
that  He  ought  to  be  amply  satisfied  with  tbett 
pains  in  sewing  fig  leaves  together,  to  c 
them,  when  He  had  reproached  them  for  thi 
sin  that  made  them  naked,  and  for  the  uakedr 
ness  that  had  become  tlieir  shame.  They  onlj! 
can  fiilly  close  with  the  gracious  invitation  ol 
redeeming  love,  "  Come  unto  tne  all  ye  that  art 
weary  and  heavy   laden  ;  and  I  will  give    ifO» 
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mtj**^  who  have  begun  to  learn  that  "  the  re- 
nembiaiice  of  am  is  grievous  unto  them,  the 
Inirden  of  it  intolerable ;  "  and  that  by  the  deeds 
of  the  law  shall  no  flesh  be  justified.  They 
only  will  desire  to  **  be  found  in  Christ,  not 
imng  their  own  righteousness,  which  is  of  the 
fav,  but  that  which  is  by  the  faith  of  Christ,  the 
figiteoueness  that  is  of  God  by  faith:'  ^  To  such 
I  renunciation  the  Redeemer  is  absolutely 
needful:  otherwise  the  soul  would  sink  into 
despair,  instead  of  exercising  faith.  Such  a 
rammciation  therefore,  finds  at  once  the  grace 
and  mercy  of  Jehovah  a  ready  resting  place  and 
refuge ;  and  there  does  it  repose  in  the  Son  of 
Gody  as  the  Ark  upon  Mount  Ararat,  when  the 
time  of  Noah's  deliveran  ce  wasat  hand. 

(2)  Faith  unto  justification  is  the  heart's 
approbation  of  that  method  of  peace  and  life 
which  God  hath  provided  for  a  fallen  world  in 
the  glorious  gospel  of  his  grace.  It  beholds 
diereya  representation  of  his  righteousness  more 
Ivight  than  could  have  been  reflected  from  any 
other  mirror — a  view  of  his  hatred  of  sin  more 
dirk  and  dreadful  than  could  have  been  com- 
municated, save  only  at  the  cross  of  Christ — a 

»  Matt.  xi.  28.  «  Phil.  iii.  9. 
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manifestation  of  his  love,  in  giving  his  only 
begotten  Son,  to  the  end  that  all  that  believ 
Him  should  not  perish,  but  ehouid  have  eternal 
life,  more  heautifiil  than  all  the  world  of  provi- 
dential goodness  could  ever  have  embodied  to 
the  eye  of  man.  It  discovers  a  glory  redound- 
ing to  Him  in  the  sum  and  substance,  the 
Alpha  and  Omega  of  salvation,  God's  Son  is 
man's  nature,  wliicli  magnifies  his  attributes, 
and  secures  Him  a  revenue  of  honour  from 
redeemed  creatures,  which  could  not  accrue  to 
Him  from  the  penal  condemnation  of  everj 
sinner  that  hath  been  bom,  or  that  shall  yet, 
hve  upoa  the  earth,  were  he  condemned  to 
everlasting  burnings.  For  if  the  honour  of  a 
king  be  tlie  love  of  his  subjects,  then,  the  glorj 
of  God  the  universal  Sovereign  must  be  more 
highly  advanced  by  the  reverence  of  a  world 
submitted  to  his  sway,  and  joining  the  hallelu- 
jahs  of  his  unfallen  angels,  than  by  the  despair 
ing  curses,  by  the  gnashing  of  teeth  in  vain  and 
invincible  anguish  of  a  world  of  sinners,  whose 
hearts  would  he  bound  up  in  rebellion,  because 
they  were  sentenced  to  torment  beyond  the 
reach  of  hope. 

(3)  Faith  has  its  exercise  on  the  Person  nf 
our  adorable  Saviour,     It  sees  that  glory  whidi 
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He  Iiad  with  the  Father  before  the  world  was. 
It  adores  Him  lying  in  that  Father's  bosoiDy 
makiDg  and  preserving  the  worlds  the  object  of 
God's  infinite  complacency  and    delight^    the 
Iviglitness  of  his  glory^  and  the  express  image  of 
his  person,  and  the  one  centre  of  worship,  with 
the  Father,  and  the   Holy   Ghost,  to  all  the 
powers   and  hierarchies    of  heaven.     To  this 
nyiterious  elevation  indeed,  must  faith  climb, 
before  it  can  find  a  footing  for  peace :  for  if  the 
Incarnate  Word  were  merely  the  Son  of  Mary, 
merely  of  a  reasonable  soul,   and  human  flesh 
nibsisting,  and  that  flesh  not   the  honoured 
tabernacle  of  God  Himself,  then  the  Agent  and 
Surety  of  man's  salvation,  instead  of  being  able 
to  fulfil  his  office,  and  bear  the  load  for  which 
He  had  engaged,  would  have  sunk  beneath  it : 
and  the  Mediator  and  the  hopes  of  a  ruined 
world  would  have  been  alike   crushed  by  its 
weight.     He  would  have  vainly  become  the  son 
of  man,  if  He  had  not  been  from  all  eternity  the 
Son  of  God.     He  would  have  been  vainly  our 
fellow,  if  he  had  not  been  the  Fellow  of  the 
Lord  of  hosts. 

Faith  too  sees  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
overshadowing  the  virgin,  and  forming  that 
human  body  within  her,  in  which  Deity  conde* 
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scended  to  dwell.  Faith  sees  that  Holy  Thing 
which  was  bom  of  her,  not  taking  the  nature' 
of  angels,  but  taking  on  Him  the  nature  of 
Abraliain,  assuming  that  body  which  the  Father 
had  prepared  for  Him;  so  that  therein  He 
might  be  the  fitting  Days-Man  to  lay  his  hand 
alike  upon  tlie  parties  between  whom  He  medi- 
ated ;  the  hand  of  his  divinity  upon  the  Judge, 
and  the  hand  of  his  humanity  upon  the  crimi- 
nal :  making  God  and  the  sinner  meet  toge* 
tlier,  reconciled  once  and  for  ever  in  Hiraaelf. 

Faith  sees  that  great  mystery  of  godliness 
God  manifest  in  the  flesh,  Jesus  who  thought 
it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  yet  taking 
upon  Him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  being 
made  in  fashion  as  a  man,  and  for  a  little  time 
lower  than  the  angels,  humbhng  Himself  unto 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross,  thai  He 
might  exalt  sinners  to  an  elevation  of  glory 
with  Himself,  which  "  eye  lutth  not  seen,  nor 
ear  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  htafi 
of  man  to  conceive." '  And  most  assuredly  oca 
who  has  been  taught  to  ask,  fVhal  must  I  d^ 
to  be  saved?"  can  never  effectually  apply 
Christ  for  the  great  deliverance,  except  on  hi»i 
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mjiterious  unity  of  persons.    For  had  He  been 

a  mere  man.   He  might  well  have  fallen,   as 

Adam  fell :  and  where  then  would  have  been 

the  hope  that  He  should  have  delivered  us  from 

Adam's  curse  ?     Had  He  been  only  God,  He 

eould  have  performed  no  obedience  to  the  law ; 

6rHe  would  have  been,  not  its  subject,  but 

iti  sovereign.     Such  a  view  of  the  Almighty 

Jostifier   of  the  ungodly  had  Abram   at  this 

period.     Therefore  had  he  the  power  of  his 

Saviour's  death  in  the  mortification  of  his  own 

mhelief,  before  the  Son  of  God  felt  the  pangs 

of  death  upon  the  cross.     Therefore  did  he  rise 

to  a  new  life  by  the  resurrection  of  his  Lord, 

befinre  Christ  laid  his  head  in  the  grave.     And 

therefore  doth   every  believer,  who  looks  for 

mercy  at  his  Redeemer's  hand  regard  Him,  as 

tbe  true  fire  in  the  bush  at  Horeb,  God  in 

haman  nature,  not  to  consume,  but  to  deliver ; 

not  to  condemn,  but  to  save  the  world. 

(4.)  Faith  rests  upon  the  all-sufficient  work 
nd  ofiees  of  Jesus  Christ  for  justification.  It 
sees  Him  magnifying  the  law,  and  making  it 
honourable  by  the  predousness  and  perfection 
of  a  sinless  obedience,  an  obedience  which 
indwelling  Deity  alone  could  enable  its  human 
^*bemacle  and  instrument  of  holiness  to  efiect. 
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It  witnesses  the  Mediator  of  thv  Covenant 
blottmg  out  the  handwriting  that  was 
transgressors ;  nailiiifj  it  to  his  cross,  removing 
the  defilement  and  the  guilt  in  his  own  hloodi 
betrothing  our  lost  nature  to  Himself — an^ 
enabling  the  least  and  lowest  believer  in  thfl 
Church  to  say  unto  his  soul,  "  Thy  Maker 
thine  Husband,  the  Ziord  of  Hosts  is  his  name. 
Faith  discovers  in  Him,  that  exliaustless  stora^ 
house  of  righteousness  by  his  iindeviating  holi> 
ness,  from  which  each  believer  may  take  th« 
wedding  garment  of  an  absolute  justificatioa 
It  sees  Him  putting  the  beauty  of  hia  own  pefr 
fection  upon  the  snul,  and  presenting  it  U 
Himself  and  to  his  Father,  not  having  spot  or 
wrinkle,  or  any  such  thing,  but  comely  in  hit' 
comeliness,  wherewith  He  enrobes  it. 

Here  however,  faith  especially  regards  lh« 
PRIESTLY  office  of  our  Lord,  in  cleaving  to  Hia 
as  the  Righteousness  of  all  who  believe,  to  tfas 
saving  of  the  soul.  Were  his  prophetical  or 
kingly  office  more  especially  and  exclusivejf 
concerned,  as  the  ohjecta  of  our  belief,  mu< 
less  of  Him,  and  much  more  of  ourselves  woulA 
probably  be  looked  up  to,  in  such  a  belief 


JUSTIFYING   FAITH  IN  CHRIST  JESUS.     438 

iti  essence  would  be  obedience  to  Him  as  a 
Tescher,  and  submission  to  Him  as  a  Sovereign^ 
winch  oor  fallen  nature's  pride  would  construe 
into  merit  before  God.  But  man^  condemned 
of  God  for  the  guilt  of  sin^  and  utterly  devoid 
of  all  meana  of  providing  a  righteousness  of  his 
oiniy  must  contemplate  the  sacerdotal  office  of 
oar  Lord,  as  setting  forth  a  propitiation, 
duough  faith  in  his  blood.  For  Sanctification 
we  must  look  especially  to  the  King  and  the 
Pnphei  :  but  in  the  sense  of  sin,  of  its  cause 
aid  defilement,  we  must  contemplate  the  High 
PrieH,  Christ  and  Him  crucified,  as  Israel 
looked  to  the  brazen  serpent  in  the  wilderness." 
**  By  Am  knowledge,'^  that  is  by  £uth  in  Him, 
*^  duUl  my  righteous  servant  justify  many  ;  for 
H$  shall  bear  their  iniquities.''^ 

The  Redeemer  was  thus  proposed  to  the 
acceptance  of  fiEillen  man,  as  the  great  object  of 
die  first  promise  made  in  paradise.  He  was 
thus  proposed  to  Abel  in  the  blood  of  his  sacri- 
fice; to  the  patriarchs,  and  especially  to  Abram, 
when  he  built  the  altar  in  Canaan ;  to  the  Jews, 
ii  dl  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats,  shed 
iceofdiiig  to  the  institutions  of  the  law.    And 
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tis  the  cross  sums  up,  aiid  includes  within  itsdt 
all  the  other  acts  and  offices  of  our  Redeemer,' 
faith  comes  to  it,  as  to  "  the  fountain  opened 
in  the  house  of  David  for  sin  and  for  uncieam' 
nesg." '  As  a  Prophet  and  a  King,  Christ  an- 
swered neither  the  precept,  nor  the  penally  of 
the  Law ;  as  a  Priest  He  fulfilled  the  one,  and 
amply  paid  the  other  with  his  own  atoning 
sacrifice.  And  therefore  in  the  sacerdotal  offic* 
did  the  Father  eternally  instate  and  confimi 
Him,  for  tlie  unspeakably  great  consolation  of 
all  who  come  unto  God  by  Him,  saying,  "  That 
art  a  Priest  for  ever,  after  the  order  of  MtJf 
chizedck."  * 

When  Joseph's  brethren  stood  before  him, 
greatly  needing  his  help,  He  refused  to  see  theit 
face,  except  they  brought  their  brother  Ben- 
jamin with  them  into  his  presence.  Faith  also, 
as  exliibited  towards  God,  is  only  acceptabU^ 
only  admitted,  if  it  present  the  appointed  Sir 
viour  unto  Him.  He  that  thus  believcth  oil 
the  Son,  and  pleads  Him,  his  person,  perfcc 
tions,  undertaking,  and  accompliahmeat  of 
mercy,  in  obedience  unto  death,  hath  life  ;  bul 
he  that  belicvetb  not  the  Son  of  Qod  hath  not 
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fife;  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him :  and 
the  waniing  comes  from  the  Ups  of  Him,  who 
moft  enlighten  man's  heart  by  his  teaching,  as 
weO  as  cleanse  it  by  his  sacrifice,  in  order  to 
ttlyation* 

The  sense,  in  which  Abram's  faith  was  coun- 
ted to  him  by  the  Lord  for  righteousness,  and 
the  doctrine  of  imputation  itself,  as  stated  by 
8t  Paul,  must  be  the  subject  of  another  dis- 
eomse*  I  only  add,  that  as  without  faith  it  is 
imposnble  to  please  God ;  as  without  faith  no 
man  can  come  unto  the  Father ;  as  faith  is  the 
only  key  to  unlock  the  treasure-house  of  salva- 
tion; they  who  have  it  not,  are  without  the  pale 
of  acceptance,  though  blessed  be  God,  not  yet 
vithout  the  reach  of  mercy.  **  If  ye  believe 
mi  thai  I  am  He,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins  J*  ^ 
**  Lordf  we  would  believe ;  help  Thou  our  un^ 
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JUSTIPYINO   FAITH    IM   ITS    BLESSING. 
GENESIS  XV.  6. 


In  studying  the  lives  of  eminent  men,  we  enter 
even  into  the  minute  circumstances  of  thoii 
histories  with  attention  :  because  the  least  par- 
ticular concerning  them  may  afford  some  in- 
struction :  but  we  reserve  oi;r  main  intorast  fat 
those  parts  and  passages  of  their  conduct  Off 
fortunes,  which  were  most  important,  and  frian 
which  therefore  the  most  profitable  lesaoiu  may 
be  derived.  According  to  this  rule,  while  eve^  > 
part  of  the  life  of  Abrani  demands  attentii 
there  are  scenes  in  it,  brought  before  our  e 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  demand  our  e 
regard.  Such  in  an  eminent  degree  are  all  I 
those,  where  he  is  exhibited,  not  merely  as  t.J 
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Smty  who  adorns  the  doctrine  of  God  our 
Sanour  in  all  things,  hut  as  a  representative  of 
the  Church  of  God,  and  of  every  member  within 
its  pale,  to  whom,  in  Him,  the  exceeding  great 
tnd  precious    promises   of   salvation,    are  so 
plainly  made,  and  the  unchangeable  truth  of 
Jehovah,  so  deeply  pledged  for  their  fulfilment. 
Iq  his  person,  the  momentous  doctrine  of  justi- 
fication by  the  righteousness  of  a  Mediator  was 
fiilly  and  clearly  preached  to  the  Church  :  and 
by  him,  regarded  as  that  Church's  earthly  he^d, 
appropriated  through  faith.     **  And  the  Scrips 
ktrtf  foreseeing    that    Ood  would  jtutify   the 
heatkenf   through  faith^  preached    before   the 
feepel  unto  him,  saying,  **  In  thee  shall  all 
MfJMw  be  blessed.^*    **  So  then  they  which  be  of 
fmAare  blessed  with  faithful  Abraham^  ^ 

In  the  last  discourse  an  endeavour  was  made 
to  exhibit  the  especial  object  of  Abram's  faith, 
"<'>~^«g  his  sense  of  mercy  needed  to  him,  as 
a  txanagressor  of  the  divine  law,  and  utterly 
hopdess  of  favour  with  God,  except  on  the 
gnmnd  of  mercy.  Abram  was  shevm,  as  em- 
Indng  with  the  glad  and  grateful  daspings  of 
Us  heart,    that   method   of  salvation    which 
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darkly  shadowed  forth  the  gospel.  His  faith 
was  described,  aa  exercising  itself  upon  the 
mysterious  Person,  and  amazing  work  of  Inf 
manuel, — The  Lord  out  Jtiffhleousneit.  It 
remains  now  that  I  should  consider  the  ricli 
heritage  and  legacy  beqneatlied  bj  him,  ai 
God's  appointed  earthly  instrument  of  its  con- 
veyance, to  the  Church  in 

II.  The  Blessing  wherewith  his  Faits 

WAS   ATTENDED. 

"  He  believed  in  the  Lord,  and  He  counted  it 
to  Him  for  Hghteousncsg" 

As  the  doctrine  contained  in  this  little  sen- 
tence is  the  light  and  hope  of  every  man,  whom 
the  Holy  Spirit  hath  taught  to  regard  himself 
as  a  heinous  offender  against  the  law,  majesty, 
holiness  of  tite  Most  High,  and  yet  as  a  trans* 
gressor  under  a  covenantof  mercy,— as  it  lesds 
the  heart  by  the  sure,  the  simple,  and  the  living 
way,  to  "  that  only  name  under  heaven,  given  Mi 
■men,  vihereby  titey  may  be  saved,"'  I  shall 
deavour  to  state  tlic  truth  concerning  it 
plainly  as  possible.  And  if  I  shall  be  humb^< 
instrumental  to  direct  one  individual  to  : 
Almighty  Corner-Stone   of  salvation,  may 
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Hofy  Spirit  place  that  seeker  upon  it  for  life 
And  gloxy  everlasting  !     I  inquire  then, 
(1)  What  is  meant  bt  justification,  or 

BEING  accounted   RIGHTEOUS   BEFORE  GoD  ? 

'  It  is  a  legal  term,  borrowed  from  the  forms 
and  courts  of  human  judicature,  applied  to  spi- 
ritual realities,  and  to  the  procedures  of  the 
Almighty  and  holy  Judge,  regarding  the  con- 
dition wherein   every  man    naturally    stands 
before  the  bar  of  divine  justice,  there  to  take 
tbat  awful  trial ;  upon  which  infinite  and  ever- 
lasting  consequences    of  woe    or   blessedness 
must  depend.     Spiritual  and  mighty  accusers 
stand  by  the  criminal,  to  promote  the  dreadful 
charge  against  him.     The  broken  law  puts  in 
its  righteous  plea.     Conscience  also  bears  its 
kmd  witness,  and  convicts  the  offender ;  who 
can  no  more  successfully  evade  the  charge,  than 
he  can  pluck  the  Judge  from  his  throne.   Satan 
likewise,  the  accuser  of  the  brethren,  stands  at 
his  light  hand,  to  resist  him.     The  charge  is 
made  good,  and  laid  before  the  Judge  in  order 
that  sentence  may  pass  against  the  offender. 
Bat  then  mercy  brings  forward   its  full  and 
triumphant  plea  in  the  gospel  of  unsearchable 
grace,  and  the  suretyship  of  Christ.     Then  the 
hlood  of  Christ  is  the  ransom  paid  for  deliver- 
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ance — then  tlie  full  and  inestimable  Atonement , 
made  hy  God  in  human  nature  is  brought 
before  the  august  tribunal  of  the  Judge — then , 
the  everlasting  righteousness  of  Him  vrho  ia 
man's  stead,  and  as  man's  representative,  ful- 
filled every  requirement  of  the  law,  botll  \bt 
mightiest  and  the  moat  minute,  takes  the  s 
ner's  part.  To  this  refuge  he  hastens  in  hi* 
soul's  deep  earnestness,  to  be  justified  freely" 
by  the  grace  of  God,  through  the  redemption 
that  is  in  Christ  Jesus.  To  make  the  plei 
agfainst  judgment,  and  the  mighty  argument  foi 
acquittal  incontrovertible,  the  pcnitcot  thuf 
visited  in  the  sovereignty  of  mercy  hath  an 
advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the 
Righteous,  who  offers  the  all-sufficient  propi- 
tiation for  sin.  Then  follows  the  welcome 
sentence  of  absolution  by  the  ransom,  and  thtf 
righteousness  of  the  Mediator;  and  with  i(^ 
acceptance  with  the  Most  High,  and  a  portion 
in  the  inconceivable  and  everlasting  blessings  of 
his  paternal  love. 

There  is  a  difference  between  the  pardoa  w 
sin,  and  justification  before  0od;  and  thvf 
must  not  be  confounded  together.  Remission 
of  sins  is  an  act  of  divine  grace ;  but  the  righ- 
teousness of  a  believer,  arising  out  of  the  satis- 
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ftcrion  made  by  God  in  human  nature  on  his 
Ifeehal^  and  in  his  stead,  is  an  act  of  justice  on 
the  part  of  the  Almighty,  due  to  the  unsinning 
fulfilment  of  the  Law  by  the  perfect  Mediator 
l>etireen  Him  and  man.     Pardon  dismisses  the 
diaxge  of  treason  against  the  rebel :  Justification 
invests  him  with  a  title  to  the  Sovereign's  love, 
lecofding  to  the  law  of  that   Sovereign's  ap- 
pointment, and  to  an  inheritance  in  his  king- 
dom and  its  glory.     When  Joshua  the  High 
Priest  in  Zechariah's  vision,  ^    had  the  filthy 
gannents  wherein  he  stood  before  the  angel 
removed,  the  act  was  a  fitting  and  most  vivid 
cmUem  of  the  removal  of  the  guilt  of  sin, 
widi  the  tremendous  (M)nsequences  awaiting  its 
diarge  against  the  transgressor.     But  as  this 
removal  was  only  half  the  work  of  mercy — as 
lie  vras  afterwards  clothed  with   a  change  of 
niment,  typifying  the  righteousness  and  full 
miahc&m  made  by  the  Incarnate  Son  of  God, 
we  are  taught  the  predousness  of  that  righ- 
teousness which  is  tfii^o  all  them  that  believe  in 
the  oflfers  of  the  gospel,  and  upon  them  in  its 
appropriation,  by  the  fiuth  which  is  of  the  ope- 
lidon  of  Grod.     In  pardon  the  believer  is  freed 
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from  condemnation :  in  jtatification  he  i 
covenant  right  to  all  the  joys  of  that  kingdom, 
of  which  his  Saviour  is  the  glorified  Adminia- 
trator. 

Now  the  justification  of  Abram,  and  c 
quently  the  justification  of  any  believer  may  by 
no  possihiU^  depend  upon  his  obedience  to  the 
law.  Ahram's  actions  were  surely  works  oC~ 
righteousness  performed  in  faith,  and  love  tam^n 
God,  performed  through  the  Almighty  help  o^K¥ 
the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  required  of  him,  and  o*T_  "f; 
all,  according  to  the  covenant  of  mercy.  Ye  ^Mj 
were  they  expressly  excluded  from  his  justifi-^^M 
cation — even  as  are  those  of  every  man  who  SSs 
yet  "  created  a?ietv  in  Christ  Jesus  vnto  p 
works,  tehich  God  has  before  ordained  that  R 
should  walk  ill."'  "Not  hy  works  of  rigm 
teotmtest  wMch  we  have  done,  but  according 
kit  mercy,  God  hath  saved  u»."  *  This 
ment  the  Apostle  triumphantly  upholds  i 
makes  good  in  the  instance  of  Abndiam.  "^  ^1 
he  were  justified  by  works,  he  had  Khrrti9^~  tf 
glory,-  but  net  before  God.  But  wkatsailh  gi. 
Scripture  ?  Abraham  believed  God,  andil  -mu 
counted  to  Aim  for  righteousnett.     Now  to  Av 
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Hai  worheth  i$  the  reward  not  reckoned  of 
fraee,  but  of  debt.     But  to  him  that  worketh 
Hot,  but  beUeveth  on  Him  that  juitifieth  the 
wigodly,  his  faith  is  counted  to  him  for  righ- 
teousness.** ^ 

Abram*s    £uth    was    by    the   judgment   of 
Jehovah  counted,  or  imputed  to  him  for  righ- 
teousness.    To  impute  sin  to  any  one  is  to  lay 
it  to  his  charge,  and  to  deal  with  him,  or  with 
his  surety,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  according  to 
the  desert    of  sin.     This   judgment    Shimei 
deprecated,  when  he  cried  unto  Da\id  concern- 
ing his  insult  and  rebellion,  ''  Let  not  my  Lord 
impute   iniquity  unto  me;  neither  do  thou  re- 
member  what  thy  servant  did  perversely :  for 
tkji  servant  doth  know  that  I  have  sinned,'^ ^ 
But  the   imputation   wherewith   we  are  con- 
cerned in  this  inestimable  example  of  Abram, 
is  of  two  kinds,  entirely  different  from  each 
other.     It  exhibits  the  Lamb  of  God  taking 
upon  Himself,  according  to  the  Father's  pur- 
pose, and  his    own    infinitely    compassionate 
agreement,  the  sins  of  us  all,  which  otherwise 
never  could  have  been  his  own,  because  of  his 
enential  and  spotless  holiness:  and  giving  in 

*  Rom.  IT.  2-5.  •  2  Sam.  xix.  1 9, 20. 


their  stead  his  owu  perfect  obedience ;  so  thtf 
if  we  believe,  we  are  made  the  righteousDess  of' 
God  in  Him.  Thus  Paul  undertook  the  Inju- 
ries and  loss  which  Pliilemon  might  bnve  suf- 
fered from  his  slave  Onesimus.  "If  he  have 
wronged  thee,  or  oweth  thee  aught,  set  that  Iv 
mine  account.  J  Paul  have  terilten  it  with  i 
own  hand,  I  will  repay  it"  *  Thus  Judall 
said  unto  Israel  concerning  Benjamin,  "  SfiA' 
the  lad  with  vie;  I  will  be  turelf/ J'or  him  ;  cf 
my  hand  shall  thou  require  him.  1/ 1  bring 
him  not  unto  thee,  and  set  him  before  thee,  lhe% 
let  me  bear  the  blame  for  ever."'  Our  owi 
is  most  righteously  imputed  unto  us,  cleaves  to 
us,  with  a  power  and  closeness,  from  which, 
our  own  might,  there  is  no  escape :  but  the 
righteousness  of  Christ  belongs  not  to  un,  <>xcept 
as  the  decree  of  God  hath  made  it  over  to  them 
tliat  beheve.  The  sin  of  all  is  laid  on  Christ  4 
as  the  iniquities  of  Israel  on  the  hmd  of  ibe 
scape  goat.  But  that  ordinance  of  the 
could  impart  no  righteousness.  Wliat  wu 
negative  in  the  type  is  graciously  brought 
positive  appropriation  before  the  Church,  for  tho 
rich  consolation  of  every  member  it  contaiiM, 
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of  e?erf  Uvelj  stone    in  that  temple  which 
God  will  inhabit  and  glorify  to  all  eternity* 
Oar  lin  is  imputed  to  the  Mediator,  that  He 
iii%fat  alone  for  it,  destroy  it,  and  remove  it 
firom  the  sight  of  the  Judge  for  ever*    The 
ngfateoofliiess  of  Christ  on  the  other  hand  is 
iaxpated  to  all  believers,  that  it  may  abide  with 
them,  and  everlastingly  change  their  state  and 
rriitum  to  Grod,  not  merely  firom  condemnation 
to  acquittal,  .but  to  adoption,  and  to  all  the 
Uessings  flowing  from  it,  as  the  unfailing  well- 
head of  their  supply.     Man^s  sin,  from  which 
the  spotless  Lamb  of  God  was  essentially  and 
ibscdntely  free,  was    by   divine  appointment 
tnnaferred  to  the  Surety ;  as  though  He  were 
gailty:  in  order  that  the  righteousness  vested 
in  Him,  of  which  man  was  utterly   destitute, 
migfat  be  attributed  to  man,  appealing  by  faith 
to  his  appointed  Bondman ;  as  though  the  real 
ofeider  were    blameless    and  innocent.     He 
was  made  sin,  as  really,  with  reference  to  sub^ 
rtitettofi,  as  if  He  had  committed  every  iniquity, 
ifhereby  Ghxl  hath  been  dishonoured  by  men  ; 
•ai  believers  in  Him  are  made  righteous,  as 
tboQgh  they  had  never  offended. 

And  never  must  it  be  forgotten,  for  the  peace 
and  joy  of  true  Christians,  that  this  mutual 
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substitution  comes  iu  virtue  of  the  Church't 
membership  and  union  with  its  glorified  Headv 
If  there  had  been  no  union  of  our  race  with; 
Adam,  his  sin  could  have  no  more  been  imputed 
to  us,  than  if  the  olTence  had  been  comnutt«d' 
by  au  angel ;  or  than  the  dreadful  guilt  of  the 
fallen  angels  can  be  laid  to  our  charge.  Even, 
so,  unless  we  have  union  with  Clirist,  what  Hm 
hath  done  and  Buffered,  and  all  the  mightineM 
of  its  sum  of  merit  can  never  rest  upon  us  for 
favour  and  happiness,  at  the  hand  of  God.  "  If 
title  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead,"  •  Whyt 
Because  eveiy  baptized  believer,  as  a  membet 
of  the  Lord's  body,  of  his  £esh,  and  of  hii 
bones,  has  been  therefore  crucified  with  Uitn, 
and  has  risen  with  Him.  It  is  thus,  as  tbougli 
the  same  wrath  whicli  He  endured,  had  been 
endured  by  every  real  Christian,  as  one  with 
Him  :  and  the  full  legal  acquittance  given  to' 
Him  by  the  Father,  had  been  by  the  self-sam* 
act  communicated  to  those  who  are  one  witb 
Him  by  faith.  And  therefore,  as  the  highi 
distinction  arising  out  of  this  oneness,  doth  tha 
Apostle  address  his  brethren  of  Corintli,  "  C^\ 
him  are  ye  in  Christ  Jesus ;  who  of  God  U  mada 

'  2  Cor.  T.  lA 
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li^aif  wisdom  and  righteotuness,  and  sanctifi^ 
ctttiim,  and  redemption.^*  ^  **  0  the  depths  of 
As  riekes,  both  of  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of 
God!  How  unsearchable  are  his  judgments y 
md  his  wags  past  finding  out !  ''* 

(II.)  A  few  words  must  now  suffice  to  Temark, 
In  what  manner  Abram's  faith  was 
counted,  or  imputed  unto  him  for  righ- 
teousness. 

Faith  itself  could  not,  assuredly  be,  either 
wholly  or  partially,  the  actual  cause  of  justifi- 
cation. Not  wholly  ;  for  then  the  amazing  work 
of  redeeming  love,  in  obedience  and  sacrifice 
would  have  been  altogether  superseded.     Not 
partiaUg ;    for  then  our  glorious  Inmianuel, 
with  all  his  unsinning  legal  righteousness,  would 
have  been  a  mere  supplement,  to  compensate 
for  some  deficiency  in  creature  duties.    Faith, 
on  either  supposition,  must  have  been  regarded 
as  a  work  wrought  by  man  for   God;  rather 
than  as  a  grace  implanted  in  man  by  the  Al- 
nughty  hand  of  the  Spirit.     It  would  have  been 
an  offering  to  God,  instead  of  a  portion  of  that 
sanctification  which  God  promises  in  his  gospel, 

M  Cor.  i.  so.  *  Rom.  xL  33. 
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and  gives  in  his  Son.'  Faith  is  neither  the 
obedience  nor  the  blood  of  Christ :  and  ther«> 
lore  in  strictness  of  language  can  neither  gin 
pardon,  nor  be  imputed  for  righteousness,  whicb 
that  blood  and  that  obedience  can  alone  convey, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  tlie  covenant  of 
grace.  The  righteousness  of  God  imputed  unto 
us,  is  the  righteousness  of  God  bj  faith :  and 
therefore  faith  itself  and  absolutely  cannot  bf 
that  righteousness.  It  is  wholly  excluded  by 
the  very  doctrine  of  a  gratuitous  salvation,  from 
being  the  efficient,  or  the  moving,  or  the  meri- 
toriouscause  of  justifies  lion.     Itis  itself  imper- 

'  "  Tbis  faith,  thU  beUcTin^.  wu  impuMd  auto  AIiibIuib  Its 
nghtcausniit.  Nat  tluit  hiE  &iih  wu,  b;  s  gmcicnu  Mimaliiiai 
uccdUDled  bj  Ood  in  the  rinm  of  perfed  olwdience,  wlii<fa  tbii 
commnl  of  works  required :  but  that  b;  hi*  bhh  be  laid  hold  aOf, 
and  >piHtuallj  imited  nr  approptialed  to  himielf  Ibe  pramMI  * 
seod  ;  by  virtue  of  wbich  nnion  all  the  righWoiwiCMof  that  h^' 
was  reputed  to  be  hit  rightrouatit'u.  Tbos  in  the  book  of  G«d1i' 
■oconnt  hiBbleuingiare  written  no  (me  page,  ai  lo  mai 
bettowed  upon  mm:  and  the  lini  of  men,  not  rendering  Id  EIi« 
the  thanks  due  for  hii  beneSta  ore  so  taanj  debt* :  and  laatlj,  tk> 
coDdemnnlarT  aentence,  by  nbitb  tbey  are  dedand  gaDtj  «( 
eternal  dmth.  But  m  man's  rinhlrmiinfM  could  not  itw 
ather page,  the  latiibctina  and  merili  d(  Chriii  foi  beliennaM> 
inuribed'-.  and  likewiH  Iheir  faith,  w  die  gnuuitnui  gift  of  0«<i 
and  that  by  which  iber  are  united  to  Chriat,  aiid  became  puM- 
ken  of  oU  hit  righte.iuiinfU.  Thn»  fiuth  ii  imputed  ta  righuoo*- 
neBt"— Wilriui'  Economy  of  the  CoTeaanla.  Vol.  u.  p.  IM. 


/USTIFTIMO  FAITH   IN   ITS   BLESSING.      449 

txtf  intiiiiately    and  inseparably    defiled    by 

im;  and  therefore    utterly    unable   to  make 

atonement,    or    provide   a    righteousness.     It 

needs  itself  to  be  washed  in  the  piire  layer  of 

the  Redeemer's  Atonement ;  how  then  can  it 

be  the  substitute  of  that  Atonement  ?     It  needs 

die  obedience  of  the  Son  of  Man  to  make  it 

perfect ;  how  then  can  it  come  before  God^  in  the 

ftead  of  that  holiness  ?    If  Abram's  mere  faith 

have  been  counted  to  him  for  righteous- 

or  if  a  like  belief  in  any  of  his  spiritual 

posterity  might  be  so  imputed^  then  why  not 

any  other  good  deeds   of  man's  performance  ? 

The  spiritual  view  enjoyed  by  the  patriarch,  so 

kng  befdre  his  Saviour's  incamation,  beheld 

Him  as  the  onsinning  and  perfect  righteousness 

of  his  church.     "He  was  fully  persuaded  that 

what  God  had  promised^  He  was  able  to  per" 

fvrm:  and  therefore  it  was  imputed  to  him  for 

righteousness.    Now,  adds  the  Holy  Ghost,  it 

vat  not  written  for  his  sake  alone,  that  it  was 

imputed  to  him,  but  for  us  also,  to  whom  it  shall 

U  imputed,  if  we  believe  on  Him  who  raised  up 

mrLord  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead'*  >     What 

sbaU  be  imputed  ?     Surely   not  the   faith  of 

>  RoDL  iT.  21—24. 
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Abram,  wliich  was  so  far  &om  the  possibility 
of  justifying  the  Church  of  God  that  it  could 
not  deliver  himself,  nor  make  him  righteoui. 
The  righteousness  of  Christ  then,  is  to  be  im- 
puted to  us,  if  we  so  believe :  and  thua  only  can 
we  stand  before  God  in  peace,  and  blameless. 
Therefore  did  the  Apostle,  in  the  abundance 
of  heavenly  wisdom,  taught  him  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  desire  to  be  found  in  his  X<ord — ^in 
happy  mystical  union  with  Him  i  "  jwt  iiaving 
hie  own  righteoKsness  which  was  nf  the  law,  but 
that  which  was  through  the  faith  of  Christ,  tht 
righteoutness  which  was  of  God  by  faith."  ^ 

Here,  however,  it  will  be  asked — and  the 
question  must  needs  be  answered,  '  In  what 
manner  is  the  faith  of  every  believer,  like  that 
of  Abram,  counted  to  him  by  God  for  righfru 
ousness  1  ' 

\Vlien  the  sacrifice  was  offered  trnder  th» 
law,  the  sinner's  consent  to  the  way  of  appointed 
mercy  was  testified  by  laying  hia  hand  upoa 
the  victim's  head  ;  intimating  his  union  «-itll 
it,  and  therefore  his  desire  and  expectation  ol 
that  blessing  of  pardon  and  acceptance,  whicb- 
the  offering  was  typically  intended  to  provide* 
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£Teii  SO  it  is,  in  the  matter  of  that  great  obla- 
tkm,  wherein  **  God  hath  made  Him  to  be  sin 
who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the 
rigiieousneu of  God  in  Him" '     The  believer 
oomiiig  to  the  all-prevailing  sin-ofiering,  re- 
nomices  himself  J  embraces  the  Saviour,  in  his 
obedience  and  death,  as  the  glorious  choice  of 
the  Father  for  his  salvation,  in  whom  he,  as 
well  as  that  Father  is  well  pleased :  and  thus 
Ae  Redeemer  and  the  sinner  are  one,  for  the 
otherwise  lost   creature's  peace,  justification, 
and  adoption  into  the  family  of  God.    Then 
fidlows  the  gracious  interchange,  whereof  I  have 
already  spoken — the  righteousness  of  God  to 
the  believer ;  and  his  sins  to  his  substitute  and 
nrety  in  the  covenant.    Faith  is  the  eye  and 
hand  of  the  soul,  wherewith  it  sees,  and  reaches 
iinrth  unto,  and  embraces  the  great  Mediator- 
grasps  Him  as  a  sacrifice  for  guilt,  and  leans 
on  Him  ton  that  imputed  righteousness,  which 
God  the  Father  will  surely  accept,  because  it 
11  his  own  gracious  appointment.    Faith  cleaves 
to  the  way  of  escape  provided ;  and  thus  instates 
him,  in  whose  heart  it  has  been  wroughtj  in  all 
the  merit  of  the  inestimably  precious  bondsman 

»  2  Cor.  T.  21. 
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who  hath  undertaken  to  satisfy  infinite  holinei^ 
and  save  the  infinitely  guilty  and  sinful  objeda 
of  that  otherwise  consuming  justice.  To  be 
justified  therefore  by  faith,  is  exiictly  to  be 
justified  by  the  obedience  of  Christ.  It  ts  not 
the  grace  wherein  we  stand ;  but  that  whereby 
we  have  access  to  it.  It  is  the  band  of  the 
soul's  union  to  the  Mediator :  and  that  unioa 
thus  effected,  the  streams  and  channels  an 
opened,  whereby  all  the  blessings  of  redemption 
flow  into,  and  refresh  the  soul.  And  tbos, 
"  as  by  one  man's  disobedience  many  tcere  mod!* 
tinners,  so  by  the  obedience  of  one  it/ieiU  many 
he  made  righteous." '  "  Blened  are  the  peitpUf 
that  know  the  joyful  sound  of  this  taha^ 
tion,  they  shall  walk  in  the  light  of  G'»f$ 
countenance  ;  in  their  Saviour's  ttame  sbaU  Uuff 
rejoice  all  the  day,  and  in  his  rightei>usnsm\ 
shall  they  be  exalted."  '  They  shall  be  raised 
above  the  covenant  of  works,  which  wotkclb 
death ;  above  all  the  accusatioDS  of  Satan,  of 
ain,  of  conscience,  of  the  Law :  far  who 
lay  any  thing  to  tlieir  charge — it  is  God  tl 
justifieth?  O  that  our  hearts  may  respond 
the  gospel  call  made  to  them,  that  we  tamy 


•  Fitbnlnxu(.LS,I& 
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to  this  Almighty  and  unfading  hope  :  that  as 
k  the  Lord  Jesus  alone  we  can  be  justified,  so 
in  Hun  alone  we  may  glory ! 

Tone  compels  me  to  omit  many  of  the  minor 
parts  of  this  great  argument,  especially  the 
Apostle's  assurance,  that  justification  by  £Edth 
smbraees  the  uncircumcision,  as  well  as  the 
coreomcision,  the  Jew  as  well  as  the  Gentile. 
But  a  spiritual  perception  will  easily  make  the 
fefBrenee  from  the  words  of  St.  PauL  (Rom. 
IT.  9 — 16.)  May  the  teaching  of  the  Eternal 
Spirit  enkindle  this  gracious  power  of  under- 
standing in  all  our  hearts,  and  make  us  all  ever- 
mie  to  rejoice  in  its  holy  comfort ! 

I  oboeire  then,  that  justification  by  fsuth, 
the  warp  of  that  precious  robe  of  mercy  which 
ii  woiven  in  the  gospel  loom,  provides  in  an 
sq^ecial  manner  for  two  great  ends,  veiy  near 
to  the  heart  of  God,  who  is  jealous  as  well  as 
seneifiiL 

(L)  liprmndes  in  the  most  ample  mode  and 
iegreefar  the  advancement  of  his  oton  honour; 
Aehigh  and  glorious  end  for  which,  we  and  all 
Hmgs  are  and  were  created.  Are  the  riches 
oChis  mercy  to  be  magnified?  Is  the  treasure 
of  divine  love  to  be  opened  in  the  gospel,  and 
exhibited  to  the  admiration  of  redeemed  men  ? 
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God  dotli  it  most  efffctually,  in  making  a  race 
of  restored  transgressors,  once  far  alienated  froiB 
Him,  and  hating  Him  for  his  very  perfecdoo^ 
accepted  in  the  Beloved,  to  the  praise  of  the 
glory  of  his  grace. 

Must  the  fountains  of  his  wisdom  be  opened, 
and  their  clearness,  not  less  than  their  unfatli- 
omabte  depths  disclosed?  Jesus  is  the  water 
of  life  :  and  salvation  through  faith  in  his  name 
is  the  amazing  metliod,  whereby  "  unto  thf 
principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly  placet^ 
might  be  known  hy  the  Church  the  manifold  wi*- 
dom  of  God."  '  Human  intellect,  angelic  inia» 
ginatiou  must  have  been  for  ever  imable  tOi 
exhibit  Jehovah  thus  to  the  eyes  of  all  in  heaveo, 
and  all  on  earth  :  but  in  Him  do  we  hear  the' 
full  harmony  of  that  angelic  song,  "  Glory  t9 
God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good 
tmll  towards  men."  ^  And  if  a  scheme  of  salva- 
tion so  transcendertly  wise  and  beautifiil,  be 
eminently  fitted  to  exalt  the  wisdom  and  grace 
of  God  the  Father,  shall  it  not  magnify  cquall^> 
^n  the  esteem  of  all  who  have  learned  its  prioe 
and  worth,  the  glory  of  Him  by  whom  it  w» 
efiected  in  righteousness  of  obedience,  abso> 


'  Eph.  iii.  10. 
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lotelj  perfect,  and  in  the  sufferance  of  a  penalty 
ior  the  world's  sin,  infinitely  intense  ?     AU  the 
gl(»7  of  saving  men  from  endless  guilt  and 
voMery,  and  of  raising  them  to  an  equally  endu- 
ring state  of  blessedness,  centres  in  the  incar- 
nate Son  of  God,  for  that  is  his  alone  and  im- 
aided  work*     And  thus  did  He  on  earth,  and 
does  now  in  heaven  present  them  to  the  Father 
IS  the  travail  of  his  soul,  saying,  "  jill  mine  are 
tkme^  and  aU  thine  are  mine,  and  I  am  glorified 
« them."     I  call  upon  you  therefore,  who  have 
ej^erienced  this  love  of  Jesus — upon  you,  who 
are  washed,  sanctified,  and  justified  in  his  name 
and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God,  to  lift  up  the 
diankfol  melody  of  your  hearts  in  praise,  "  to 
Bimwho  hath  loved  you,  and  washed  you  from 
pw  sins  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  you 
hskgs  and  priests  unto  God  and  his  Father^*  ^ 
%  royalty  never  to  be  attained ;  a  priesthood 
never  to  be  abolished. 

IL  Justification  by  faith  eminently  provides 

&r  that  end,  without  which  all  would  be  in 

nin, — The  holiness  of  those  who  believe  to  the 

^fhaJtion  of  the  soulJ^  If  we  are  made  partakers 

of  this  imputed  righteousness,  which  is  the 


B«f .  16,6, 
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Christian  robe  of  acceptance]  and  diadem  of 
glory,  we  shall  be  zealous  after  practical  righ* 
leousness.  If  the  king's  daughter  be  clothet^ 
with  raiment  made  of  wrought  gold,  to  be  beav 
tiful  in  her  Bridegroom's  eye,  by  hia  rigbteoui- 
ness,  she  will  be  all  glorious  within,  by  tha 
work  of  a  gracious  sanctificatdou.  We  ahall 
remember  who  gave  Himselif  for  tu,  that  H» 
might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquiiy,  and  parijjf 
to  Himself  a  peculiar  people,  aealvut  <ff  good 
works.i  There  can  be  no  personal  righteous 
nes8,  in  the  eye  and  estimation  of  God,  befora 
justiiication,  for  it  is  wlioUy  the  obeiUence  at' 
faitli.  But  if  any  man  has  put  on  the  hoiA 
Jesus  Christ,  he  will  "  make  not  provision  fc 
the  fesh,  to  fulfil  it  in  the  liult  thereof.",*  It 
is  utterly  impossible  that  jus tifj'ing  faitli  should 
be  unattended  with  love.  From  the  sides  gt 
tlie  true  gospel  altar  of  a  sufiering  Kedeemei^ 
must  flow  that  river  of  the  water  of  life,  whick 
heals  the  dead  sea  of  the  soul's  corruptituia 
whereinto  it  flows.  We  love  Him  because  U* 
first  loved  us :  and  love  is  the  fulfUling  of  ll» 
law.  Embracing  salvation,  in  tho  person 
work  of  the  adorable  Surety   of  sinners. 
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Christiaii  hath  those  exceeding  great  and  pre- 
eksas  promises^  of  which  that  Surety  is  also  the 
sabttance  and  beauty^  and  worth ;  and  they  are 
given  to  him^  in  order  that  he  may  be  made  par- 
taker of  the  divine  nature,  having  escaped  the  cor* 
mptions  that  are  in  the  world  through  lust.  The 
vefy  acceptance  of  Christ  in  his  priestly  office, 
BialdDg  Atonement  for  rin,  and  fulfilling  the 
hm  of  God  by  his  perfect  obedience  unto  death, 
Murea  holiness  of  heart  and  life  in  his  true  dis- 
dplet.     The  fidth  that  justifies  the  sinner,  de- 
flliojB  sin ;  and  the  heart  is  purified  imto  holi- 
aeas.    Here  is  the  great  glory  of  the  gospel  of 
oar  redemption ;  and  here  the  great  test,  whe- 
Aer  we  are  believers  or  infidels.     If  the  latter, 
Aen  we  are  living  according  to  the  course  of 
ttk  world;  and  if  the  former,  then  have  we 
begun  **  to  reckon  ourselves  dead  indeed  unto 
m^  hut  alive  unto  Ood,  in   holiness  through 
hm  Christ  our  Lord."  ^ 


>  Rom.TLll. 
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GODS    COVENANT   WITH    ABRAH. 
GENESIS  XV.  17,  la. 

It  tAMS  n)  TiSA,  THAT.  VHIN  TUB  BITN  WIKT  DOWK, 
WAS  DAHK,  UCHOLD  A  SAIDKINO  TDBNACI,  AKD  A  U: 
LAMP,  THAT  PASSED  BCTWUKti  TBOSK  HBCtS.  Is  TH 
DAY,  THB   I^KO   HAUll   A   (OVXNANT   Wirn   ABHAH. 

It  is  well  known  In  cases  of  bodil;  indkpcd 
tioD,  that  a  remedy  long  continued,  frequent] 
losea  much  of  its  effect ;  and  must  be  remitl 
for  a  time,  or  applied  in  lai^r  quantities,  < 
mingled  with  some  other  medicine  which  in 
increase  its  eneigy.  Something  similar  to  ll 
state  of  tilings  may  be  observed  in  the  e 
ence  of  others,  who  yet,  like  the  latker  of  ^ 
faithful,  live,  not  by  bread  alone,  but  by  evi 
word  that  proeeedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  Qfl 
The  promise  of  a  country,  a  posterity,  and 
Saviour,  were  repeatedly  given  to  him. 
embraced  it  with  all  his  heart:  but  his  I 
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/  iad  a  natural  tendency  to  grow  feeble  :  and  as 
/  J'eare  passed  on,  with  nothing  more  than  reite- 
f  fhted  declarations^  though  proceeding  from  the 
God  of  truth,  his  heart  seemed  at  length  to 
loosen  its  hold  of  simple  dependence,  and  to 
be  ahnost  falling  into  doubt,  and  into  the  grave 
of  comfort  whi^h  doubt  opens  to  the  mind.  In 
this  chapter,  although  upon  a  new  assurance, 
amply  and  exclusively  directing  his  faith  to  the 
fiitore  incarnation  of  the  Word,  he  believed  God, 
md  ii  was  counted  to  him  for  righteousness :  "  * 
yet  when  Jehovah  declares  the  purpose  of 
bringing  him  out  of  Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  to  give 
lum  the  land  of  Canaan,  he  asks  a  sign  firom 
bttren,  whereupon  his  confidence  may  lean,  as 
NNiiediiiig,  so  to  speak,  palpable  for  its  sup- 
port **  He  said,  Lord  God,  whereby  shall  I 
hsfsm  that  I  shall  inherit  itf*'*  A  gracious 
aanrer,  exhibiting  the  infinite  condescension  of 
tlto  Most  BBgh,  is  immediately  vouchsafed.  He 
11  Odmrnanded  to  make  a  sacrifice,  and  God 
oters  into,  and  establishes  a  covenant  with 
Um,  and  with  his  seed  for  ever. 

In  this   memorable  transaction  we  possess, 
tt  it  were  the  rudiments  and  sketch  of  that 

*  Oen.  XT.  S.  '  Oon.  xr.  8. 
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dispensation  of  sovereign  mercy,    wherein  j 
hath  pleased  God  to  deal  with  men,  as  fiinncn 
and  to  place  before  them  a  salvation.  . 
to  be  received  with  adoring  gratitude  j 
tion  which  it  will  be  their  eternal  ruin  • 
misery  to  despise  and  refuse.     I  propose  tl 
fore  to  examine 

I.  The    comtractinq    parties    ir  i 
Covenant, 

II.  The  manner  op  makino  it. 

III.  The   subjects  which  it  invoivo 

I,  A  covenant  is  an  agreement  between  pa*l 
sons  or  parties,  for  some  common  end,  nhidll 
may  be  pleasing  or  advantageous  to  botk)^ 
involving  conditions  voluntarily  assented  to  bf 
them,  and  to  which  they  bind  themselves  bj 
solemn  obligations,  '  When  we  speak  hoifr 
ever,  of  a  covenant  of  God  with  men,  an  ioK 
portant  difference  must  be  observed,  Tiiav  il 
no  natural  equality  between  the  parties,  OSt 
independence  of  one  upon  tlie  other;  soi 
therefore  no  mutual  adjustment  of  termi  aij 
take  place,  between  them.  God  wills;  «p 
men  must  obey.  But  his  revealed  mind  >w 
purpose  is  called  a  covenant ;  because,  at  Ttt" 
peels  God,  He  has  no  rule  of  action  but  hi* 
own  will,  yet  is  pleased  hereby  to  bind  HiiB* 
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I  ]iis  dealings  with  men,  to  the  observance 
cified  tenns.    Am  respects  metif  they  are 

to  folfil  the  conditions  prescribed  in  the 
int,  under  pain  of  forfeiting  its  offered 
Mf  and  incurring  its  attendant  penalties.*^ 
t  covenant  originally  made  with  Adam, 

by  the  name  of  the  covenant  of  works, 
ro  parties,  Jehovah  and  his  creature, 
1  entire  harmony  with  each  other  :  and 
nently  had  no  mediator  between  them. 

undertook  to  serve  God  in  absolute 
;  unto  which  he  was  enabled,  being 
I  in  his  Maker's  perfect  image;  and 
^8  were  promised  to  his  obedience.  That 
on,  **  Do  this  and  /tv^,"  *  still  holds  good 
ie  who  choose,  in  the  sad  delusion  of 
earts,  to  stand^before  God  on  the  groimd 
r  ovm  merit:  but  who,— as  man's  sin- 
ore  hath  made  a  sinless  obedience — the 
le  which  a  perfectly  holy  God  can  accept, 
iUe,  seal  their  own  condemnation,  and 
f  abide  under  the  sentence  of  the  righ- 
\ndge  for  their  violation  of  the  covenant 
ks. 
ere  the  parties  are  at  strife  with  each 

It  on  tlM  Better  Corenaiit  p.  5.    See  alio  Witiiiis,  Vol. 
^.-a&  'Lakex.28. 


other,  and  the  covenant  is  to  be  made,  &  me< 
diatoT  must  be  employed,  who  can  imdertoka  I 
the  common  cause,   so  as  to  secure  the    mtenMCl 
of  each,  and  to  brin^  them  into  union  for  tha  ] 
iidvant^e  or  happiness  of   both.     Such  vm 
the  covenant  made  between  God  and  hi^  crea^ 
tures,  lost   and  ruined  by  sin,    through  that 
great  Day's   man    of  his  own  providing — the 
"  one  Mediator  between  God  and  men,  the  Mm 
Christ  Jesws."  '     He  was  the   Mediator  of  the 
New  and  better  Covenant.     He  wtu  the  Setd 
of  tfte  iDotnan  promixed  in  paradUe  to  brnin 
tke  serpent't  head  * — 'the  Seed  of  Abnihun  «n- 
gaged  to  be  the  blessing  of  all  the  famiUee  of 
the  earth.     He  was  that  glorious  Mediator,  of 
whom  Moses  was  the  type,  when  Israel  stood  ■ 
around  the  base  of  Sinai,  forbidden  by  God  Ivfl 
touch     its   ilasiing    terrors:    and    thetnselvt^l 
overwhelmed  with    dread,    beseeching    HoMB 
to  go  and  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord  on  thdn 
behalf, — while  God  on  the  other  hand,    hadfll 
allowed  and  appointed  him  to  sluid  txitween^ 
Himself  and  his  people,   lest  they  died.     By 
this    common   Mediator     has    that   everiai 
covenant  of  grace,  ordered  in  all   thtnga  ■ 
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lare,  been  made  between  God  and  man,  of 
wfaidi  the  covenant  ent^ed  into  with  Abram 
ffnm  the  significant  and  instructive  outline. 
It  most  not  be  considered  as  a  mere  personal 
detHng  between  Jehovah,  and  the  &ther  of  the 
fcithfa],     Abram  stands  not  upon  the  groimd  of 
abstiact  leciprociQr  with  God,  nor  makes  an 
imnediate  agreement  with  Him  to  the  exclusion 
of  Us  posterity,  in  this  transaction.     He  is  ra- 
fter in  this  momentous  portion  of  his  history,  to 
be  rq;aided  in  afedertU  capticityy  andasrepre- 
louing  his  seed;  as  Adam  was  the  federal  head 
of  Us  whole  race— the  representative  fiEither  of 
d  the  fiunilies  of  the  earth,  who  fell  under  the 
leatenoe  of  eternal  death,  by  his  most  guilty 
lUimreeBion.    In  this  point  of  view  therefore, 
Abram  stands  before  the  Church  as  an  eminent 
tjpe  of  the    Lord   Jesus    Christ,    the    true 
Aboraham,  the  spiritual  and  everlasting  Father 
tf  that  posterity,  which  should  be  bom  to  Him, 
n  the  travail  of  his  soul,  like  dew-drops  from 
ftewomb  of  the  morning.    The  Word  of  the 
Loid  who  appeared  imto  Abram  in  this  mys- 
taioiis  visit,  was  the  glorious  Mediator  between 
Qod  and  the  patriarch,  thus  figuratively  ap- 
feenng  as  a  party  in  this  most  beautiful  exhi- 
Udon  of  God's  unsearchable  grace  to  sinners. 
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The  contracting  parties  are,  on  the  side  erf 
heaven,  God ;  whether  personally  fonaidered 
as  the  Father,  the  first  Person  In  the  glorioua 
Trinity,  or  God  essentially  considered  in  h» 
Trinity  of  persons  j  (for  divines  are  not  agreed- 
between  these  opinions ;]  and  Abram  in  hit 
representative  character  ou  the  other, — the 
type,  as  I  said,  of  Christ,  in  his  mystical  body. 
In  the  first  covenant,  God  contracted  with  man, 
as  a  friend,— but  now  as  an  enemy  :  all  being 
gone  a^de,  all  together  become  filthy,  noae 
doing  good,  no  not  one :  yet  still  as  an  enemjr 
admitted  to  an  entire  amnesty  and  reconcilia- 
tion. This  agreement  therefore  is  for  peAoe 
unto  those  who  had  been,  and  are,  impiously 
and  hopelessly  at  war  with  heaven.  It  is  struck 
between  a  God  of  justice,  who  will  magni^ 
his  Law  and  make  it  honourable,  unto  whom 
it  was  absolutely  and  tor  ever  impossible  ta 
shew  mercy  to  sinners,  in  prejudice  of  hi* 
assented  holiness, — and  those  by  whom  tl 
justice  had  been  outraged,  as  represented 
Jesus  Christ.  A  guilty  world  must  have  died 
without  a  hope  of  salvation,  unless  a  sufficient 
surety  could  be  provided,  who  should  undertake^ 
upon  God's  ovm  terms,  which  must  be  tfai 
of  infinite  and  spotless  holiness,  to  save  the 
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u  they  lay  crushed  beneath  the  broken  law  of 
Gody  and  the  covenant  of  works,  made  with 
their  yet  nnfidlen  parent. 

Who  then  undertakes  the  cause  of  men, 
thna  ruined  and  undone?  Even  the  eternal 
Son  of  God— even  He  who  could  alone  present 
them  perfect  in  Himself,  and  with  Himself  to 
the  Father,  and  say,  '*  Behold  I,  and  the  chilr- 
inm  whom  the  Lord  hath  given  meJ*  ^  As  the 
fiist  Adam  had  an  office  of  representation  in 
tbe  covenant  of  works,  so  hath  the  second 
Adam,  the  Lord  firom  heaven,  in  the  covenant 
of  grace  and  mercy.  The  promises  were  made 
to  Him  as  the  Head  and  Surety  of  all  future 
bdievers.  "  He  saith  not,  And  to  seeds  as  of 
■My;  but  as  of  one  ;  and  unto  thy  seed,  which 
itCkritt.**  Even  so  the  promise,  not  of  an 
etrddy  Canaan,  as  in  the  first  instance  to  Abram, 
VIS  made  to  the  adorable  Mediator  between 
God  and  sinners,  but  of  a  heavenly  inheritance 
--«fen  that  eternal  life  which  God  who  cannot 
lie,  promised  before  the  world  began,  and  pro- 
loiied  therefore  to  his  Son,  before  our  guilty 
Qee  which  He  had  undertaken  to  save  was 
Citted  into  being.    Of  this  Covenant,   He  is 
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heaven  or  earth  was  a  page,  to  stupendously 
momentoua  to  immortal  creatures  revealed  to 
our  eyn^y  as  that  which  the  Most  High  God 
htt  vouchsafed  to  publish,  by  bringing  before 
« in  his  own  divine  word  the  salvation  that  is 
m  CSnist  Jesus  with  eternal  glory.    Are  we 
pamitting  ourselves  to  disr^ard  it  ?     Are  we 
tibwiBg  Ghod  in  Christ  Jesus,  reconciling  the 
vodd  to  Himself,  to  solicit  our  attention  and 
snr  hsarts  in  vain,  while  our  minds  are  occu- 
pied by  the  perishing  trifles,  from  which  death 
viD  soon  sepaiate  us  for  ever  ?    Then  are  we 
Sks  ehildrsn  delightiiig  in  the  toy  which  will  be 
hst,  or  broken,  or  despised,  before  the  evening 
HKDe%  instead  of  being  like  men,  whose  focul- 
ties  are  enlarged  to  know  their  true  interest, 
and  their  hearts  on  fire  to  obtain  it.    If  we 
win  not  take  our  portion  in  this  covenant,  we 
ttost  hanre  it  in  another,  even  the  tremendous 
eondemnation  of  the  covenant  of  works.     **  He 
tkai  trftepfrt  mot  ii  condemned  already  ^''^ — con- 
desmed  by  diat  law  which  he  cannot  keep,  and 
by  that  g^rioos  gospel  of  love  which  he  will 
aot  accept. 
IL  Some  fiiets  are  recorded  in  the  manner 

*  John  iiL  18. 
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OF  MAKING  THIS  COVENANT   thttt  require  QU» 
atteation. 

God  said  to  Abram,  "  Take  me  a  heifer  o^ 
three  years  old,  atid  a  she-goat  of  three  yean 
old,  and  a  ram  of  three  years  old,  and  a  turtle' 
dove,  and  a  young  pigeon.  And  he  took  unio 
him  all  these,  and  divided  them  in  the  midit, 
and  laid  each  piece  one  agairut  another  ; 
the  birds  he  divided  not.  And  when  thefowU' 
came  down  ttpon  the  carcase,  Abram  drove  ihgwk'. 
away.^  It  is  remarkable  that  every  one  of  these 
materials  for  sacrifice  was  such  as  God  com^ 
manded  in  the  law  made  four  hundred  and 
thirty  years  after  this  eventful  period.  Ai< 
therefore  the  blood  of  built  and  of  goats  i 
shed  under  the  typical  dispensation  of  the  lawji 
"  to  sanctify  by  its  sprinklii^  to  the  purifyimgi 
of  the  flesh,"  so  did  this  slain  and  sacrificed^ 
oblation  shadow  forth  the  blood  of  Hivi  akt' 
through  the  Eternal  Spirit  offered  Hiim 
without  spot  to  God,  that  He  might  purge  O 
consciences  from  dead  works  to  serve  the  /mnf  | 
God."  ^  These  animals,  which  had  in  all  pra>< 
bability  bled  on  the  patriarchal  altars  from  thft; 
beginning,  were  types  of  the  ofTeiing  of  \hAi 
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bocfy  of  JesQS  Christ  once  for  all — a  link  in  the 

knig  chain  of  testimonies,  from  Abel's  altar,  to 

that  whereupon  the  Lamb  of  God  was  slain, 

''  that  wUhaut  the  shedding  of  blood  there  is  no 

remutton.    ^ 

Indeed  the  correspondence  continually  ap- 
pwing  between  the  sacred  rites  of  the  patri- 
ttchal  religion,  and  the  ceremonies  enjoined 
under  the  legal  dispensation  of  Sinai,  affords  us 
the  strongest  presumption,  that  a  revealed 
directory  must  have  existed  for  the  regulation 
of  divine  worship,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
worid.  How  else  shall  we  avoid  the  supposi- 
ioa,  that  the  patriarchs,  approaching  God  with 
Hdifidal  blood,  did  not  commit  the  transgres- 
tion  of  using  that  "  wiU  worship"  which  He 
tliolately  condemns  ?  In  &ct,  the  same  word 
k  used  to  signify  both  the  covenant  itself,  and 
the  sacrifice  wherewith  it  was  ratified :  in  testi- 
iiumy,  as  I  have  already  observed,  that  sin  and 
iinfiihieaa,  being  of  necessity  supposed  on  the 
part  of  man,  the  death  of  a  substitute  was 
Hecenaiy  to  remove  the  offence  from  man,  and 
reeoQcQe  him  vrith  God.^  To  that  blood,  not 
only  shed  on  our  behalf  on   the   cross,  but 

»  Heb.  ix.  22. 
'fiiod.zm.a   PiAlmlS.   Iaaiahxlii.6.  xUx.  &  ZecLiz.  11. 


SESMOS   »• 


,     h,   tuth,   ■»»«.*"     II 

S£2kSSs 

uj  any  "' 


god's  COVXITANT  WITH   ABRAM.         471 


€€ 


lioiUgwe  the  men  that  have  tram* 
fretmd  My  cawnant^  which  have  not  performed 
lit  warde  of  the  covenant,  which  they  had  made 
htfere  me,  when  thejf  cut  the  calf  in  twain,  and 
fatted  between  the  parte  thereof,  I  will  even 
fke  them  into  the  hand  cf  their  enemiet,  and 
iato  the  hand  ofthemthat  teek  their  Ufe.''^  In 
•A  cases  the  parties  appear  to  have  passed 
between  the  divided  portions  ;  as  though  it 
lere  to  acknowledge  their  desert  of  punishment 
if  they  broke  the  league  thus  solemnly  estab- 
Uied.  Or  rather,  as  contrasting  the  cove- 
ttoiler  with  the  dead  sacrifice,  to  suppose  him 
n^iiigu-.  As  I  live  it  shall  be  thus.^ 

But  what  was  the  case  in  this  wonderful 
tiaiisactiQn  I    **  When  the  tun  went  down  and  it 
dark,  behold  a  tmoking  furnace,  and  a  bum- 


Wcr.  zzziT.  1&    lSiim.zi.7 

'  By  cottiiig  the  animalB  aninder,  was  denoted  that  in  the  «une 

■■UMr  the  perjured,  and  coyenant  hreaken  ihoold  be  cut  asimder 

V'^  wguace  of  God.    An  aodeiit  Ibm  of  these  exeotBtkms 

is  iitHit  in  Livy.    '^The  Roman  people  do  not  fati   break 

tksM  eaodttioiks :    bat  if   they  should  avowedly,   and  through 

Imclieiy  hrak  ihem,  do  thou,  0  Jupiter,  on  that  day,  thus  strike 

^  Rmhb  peofle,  as  I  now  sttike  this  bog :  and  be  the  stroke 

the  Wfiai^  as  thy  power  is  the  greater."    By  the  ceremony  of 

noiBdaites  passing  between  the  parts  cut  asunder,  was  signified, 

tbt  being  now  united  by  the  strictest  ties  of  religion,  and  by  a 

"kauk  wUk,  they  fbrmed  bat  one  body. 
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ing  lamp,  {or  a  tamp  of  fire)  that  passed  be- 
tween these  pieces." '  This  aolemn  appearance 
was  tlie  common  emblem  of  Jehovah's  presence. 
"  He  went  before  his  people  in  apillar  of  cloud, 
hif  day,  and  in  apillar  of  fire  by  night"* 
two, but  one  and  Indivisibly  the  same.  "  Mount  ^ 
Sinai  was  altogether  in  a  smoke,  because  tht 
Lord  descended  upon  it  in  fire;  and  the  smoke 
thereof  ascended  as  the  smoke  of  a  furnace. "* 
Such  an  appearance  was  the  Sbeldnah,  whicil 
rested  between  the  cherubim,  over  the  mercy 
seat  of  the  ark.  This  glorious  symbol  of  the 
divine  presence  passed  between  the  di\-isiooa 
of  Abram's  sacrifice,  to  ratify  the  solemn  cov^ 
nant.  Jehovah — Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, 
thus  represented,  bound  Himself  by  a  new  ob- 
ligation to  fulfil  all  bis  promises  ;  and  inurt 
especially  those  which  secured  the  coming  and ' 
office  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  world's  salvatiou. 

The  natural  darkness,  and  the  horror  of 
great  darkness  which  in  his  deep  sleep  fell  upon  i 
the  friend  of  God,  signified,  not  merely  the 
afflictions  awaiting  his  posterity  in  Egypt,  the 
house  of  their  bondage :  but  in  a  spiritual  and 
especial  manner,  the  terrors  of  the  wrath  im- 
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pending  over  every  man  who  does  not  flee  to 
Qnist,  and  the  brightness  of  that  mercy  which 
Teyelation  has  poured  upon  every  opened  eye, 
in  the  person  and  work  of  the  Lord   Jesus 
Cbrist.     It  exhibited  that  blackness  of  dark- 
noi,  whereto  the  Law  thrusts  those  who  are 
Qode^  the  covenant  of  works,  and  the  light  of 
tbe  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  as  a  recon- 
ciled Father,  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Omitting  the  other  particulars  of  this  mi- 
lacoknis  vision,  as  less  immediately  connected 
titkmy  purpose  of  explaining  the  Abrahamic 
oorenant,  I  notice 

UL  The  blessings  which  that  cove- 
nant INVOLVED,  as  they  were  afterwards  more 
deazly  developed  to  mankind  in  the  types  and 
pxophecies  of  the  Law,  and  fulfilled  in  the  glo- 
^oos  Mediator  of  the  new  and  better  covenant, 
in  his  own  blood. 

Its  most  distinguishing,   most  inviting,  and 
precious  feature,  to  those  for  whom  it 
devised,  carried  forward,  and  ratified  once 
dr  all  upon  Calvary,  is  that  of  its  absolute  free- 
.    sttii  and  graciotuness.      It  is  a  covenant  of 
meicy,  entirely  unconditional    to  guilty,  con- 
demned, and  helpless  man.     The  covenant  of 
k       pKe,  with  respect  to  us,  consists  of  the  abso- 
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tbiB  would  be  the  miseiy  and  mockery  of  the 
poor,  and  gvaityp  and  wretched*  and  impotent 
craatom,  lying  in  the  sepulchre,  and  under 
the  grave-atone  of  their  iniquities ;  whom  yet 
it  pfofcwed  to  save. 

It  will,  however,  be  remembered,  that  what 
k  thus  broQght  before  our  eyes,  as  our  only 
but  all-anfficient  hope  (God  grant,  as  our  ever- 
luting  canse  of  rejoicing)  in  the  light  of  a  pro- 
linoo  of  purely  free  and  unconditional  mercy, 
ORfpective  of  all  desert  on  our  part,  is  yet  on 
dM  part  of  God  and  Christ,  a  covenant  of  con- 
ditions and  works.  Each  covenant,  the  first 
ttid  the  aeccmd,  that  of  works,  and  that  of  grace, 
bss  a  condition;  and  that  condition  is  the  same 
ia  both — perfiect  obedience  to  the  holy  law  of 
God.  Where  then,  it  may  be  asked,  lies  the 
Tast  difference  t  where,  in  &ct,  lies  the  differ- 
ence at  all  ?  O  the  depths  of  the  mind  of  God ! 
It  lies  essentially  and  palpably  here.  In  the 
covenant  of  works,  the  ccmdition  of  perfect  obe- 
dienoe  was  required  to  be  performed  by  man 
Umself.  In  the  covenant  of  grace,  the  same 
eondition.  is  proposed,  as  to  be  (or,  as  already) 
(eifiaEBied  by  a  Mediator^     In  this  substitu- 

^  8m  Witsot  on  the  CoTenant,  quoted  by  Ooode  on  the  Better 
Conaut 
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made  the  full,  perfect,  and  sufficient  sacrifice, 

oblation,  and  satisfiu^tion  for  the  sins   of  the 

whde  world.     **  Hath    entered^   not   by    the 

hkod  of  bulb  and  of  goats^  but  by  his  oum  blood 

mio  the  holy  place  ;  having  obtained  eternal  re^ 

iemptionf*^ — in  the  means^  for  all — and  in  the 

detual  righty  for  all  who  believe :  and  therefore 

they  who  thus  hang  only  on  his  cross,  may  draw 

nigh  in  fiill  assurance  of  faith.     For  the  sake 

rf  that  glorious  Priest,  and  of  that  inestimable 

Sacrifice   which  he  offered,    God  hath    said 

coneenung  all  who  come  to  Him,  ^^  I  will  be 

Mmful  to  their  unrighteousness,  and  their  sins 

•m(  their  iniquities  I  will  remember  no  more.^*  ^ 

Come  thus  to  Him,  and  enjoy   the  mercies  of 

ddithe  fundamental  office  of  the   only  Lord 

ind  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

Contemplate  now  the  blessings  arising  from 
the  Redeemer's  prophetical  office,  as  they  be- 
long to  any  member  of  his  mystical  hody, 
through  fidth.  He  teaches  not  as  the  philoso- 
^^,  the  orator,  the  rhetorician  teaches.  He 
^  not  mock  you  by  speaking  of  the  innate 
Waty  of  virtue,  and  the  bright  constellation 
rf  excellences  exhibited  hy  the  mind  and  heart 

^  Helk.  ix.  12.  '  Heb.  tuL  12. 
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of  natural  man.  He  will  testify  of  Himself; 
He  will  put  into  your  hesrts  the  word  tbol 
Eoaketb  wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  in 
Him,  by  the  arm  of  hia  Almighty  power,  evcm 
as  when  He  called  Matthew,  and  Oninipotciic* 
went  with  the  command.  When  He  crin^ 
"  Kbow  the  Lord,"  ev«y  one,  into  whosa 
heart  He  sends  that  voice,  shall  ktiow  Him, 
even  from  the  greatest  to  the  least.  He  will 
instruct  rightly  concerning  God,  rightly  con- 
cerning sin,  and  open  to  the  view  of  man's  att- 
miriDg  soul,  the  fulness  of  God's  salvation  ia 
Himself. 

Regard  Him  in  his  kinglif  office.  He  is  en- 
gaged to  set  up  his  own  government  in  his  bre- 
thren ;  that  they  may  love  the  Lord  their  God 
with  all  their  soul,  and  all  their  strength :  thai 
they  may  fear  the  Lord,  and  keep  his  ordinances, 
and  his  statutes,  and  his  commandmenta  to  do 
them.  He  will  lay  the  sceptre  of  Almlghtini 
upoo  their  sinful  uSectiona,  to  subdue  them; 
He  will  bestow  upon  them  the  abundance  ol 
spiritual  peace.  He  will  give  them  victor; 
over  tempters  and  temptations.  He  will  poaf^ 
out  upon  them  the  Holy  Spirit,  n-ith  all  tlw 
sanctification,  and  all  the  comfort,  which  this 
inestimable  subject  of  New  Testament  promise 
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was  zojally  appointed  by  Him  in  the  coTenant 
to  prodiice^  wheresoever  He  enters  the  heart. 
He  will  gather  the  mind's  affections  around 
Hinuelf;  and  reign  in  meek  and  gracious 
iovmgnty  over  them  all.  He  will  unite  every 
bdiever  to  Himself;  and  of  all  so  gifted  with 
tUf  ine£U)ly  gracious  oneness^  it  hath  been 
dieady  testified^  on  the  part  of  Jehovah^  **  I 
«iD  be  their  Grod,  and  they  shall  be  my  people/* 
**Iwill  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye  shall  be  my 
«■!  and  dauffhteri,  saith  the  Lord  Almighty.'*  ^ 
Be  will  eflRM^tually  turn  them  to  the  love  and 
obedience  of  his  holy  commands ;  making  the 
Itw  of  God  their  delight,  according  to  his  own 
piQoos  undertaking.  **  This  w  the  covenant 
^fiiek  I  wUl  make  teith  the  house  of  Israel  after 
iste  days,  saith  the  Lord;  I  will  put  my  laws 
^  their  minds,  and  write  them  in  their 
iserteJ*^  In  Him  they  are  justified,  in  Him 
tliej  are  sanctified,  in  Him  they  walk  before 
God  in  newness  of  life;  in  Him  they  persevere 
in  IiaHtijhm  •  and  at  length  through  God's 
Bcsror*  theiT  attain  to  everlasting  felicity,  after 
^^yictorj  over  deaTdie  grTve,  and 
UL 
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The  rich  and  varied  blesaings  invotrsd  in  ti 
covenant  mercy,  are  such  as  "  eye 
not  seen  nor  ear  heardi  neither  hath  it  enlcn 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,"  '  save  owM 
in  the  Gospel,  wliere  this  fountain  of  life  |j 
opened.  The  Holy  Ghost  hatU  stamped  hk 
own  seal  upon  it,  in  every  part  of  the  Dirial 
word.  The  Covenant  of  salvation  by  gradl 
through  faith, — God's  own  pift  as  a  part  of  ^f 
salvation,  runs,  like  a  golden  thread  throu^ 
all  the  pages  of  tlie  Bible.  The  breach  of  lU 
first  covenant  left  us  all  burdened  with  a  detij 
of  poverty,  miserj-,  sin ;  with  a  burdi-n  d 
curses  from  the  law's  condcinnatiaD,  ^hidj 
every  effort  of  our  own  to  remove— -eveD  m 
man's  natural  and  unconverted  heart  had  Tirhij 
to  remove,  it  would  have  been  ouly  continiu 
Incre-asing,  by  increasing  our  sum  of  1 
gression.  But  He  is  freely  given  to  our  aecfi 
sities,  as  made  of  God  unto  all  who  ftcoe^ 
Him,  "  witdom,  and  rightooutneM,  ofid  tancl^ 
cation,  and  redemption."  *  «| 

There  is  no  help,  no  justification,  aothqd 
but  wrath,  and  woe,  and  death,  if  vre  remn 
under  the  covenant  of    works.      Who    tM 


tiniuBj 
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anKmg  you  is  in  this  condemnation?     Have 

yoa  considered  what  you  will  do,  if  God  thus 

find  yon  at  the  last?     Can  you  meet  death, 

judgment,  eternity,  without  Christ  ?    It  may 

be  you  have  long  rejected  Him,  and  yet  He 

ofes  Himself  to  you   still:    and  though  the 

flos  of  this  denial  **  have  been  as  scarlet,  yet 

iaU  they  be  white  as  snow  ;  though  they  have 

iifii red Uke crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool'*  > 

Vili  your  covenant  with  the  law,  which,  alas. 

It  only  a  covenant  for  eternal  woe,  be  a  better 

fowcgflion  than  one  made  by  God  in  Christ,  to 

Hipply  all  your  spiritual  need,  and  all  your  tem- 

iNmd  wants  also,  as  may  be  best  for  the  family  of 

God?    No:  the  devil  himself — the  author  and 

&ther  of  lies,  although   he  may  try   thus  to 

persuade  you,  believes  not  his  own  suggestion, 

O  cast  off  his  allurement :    close  your   ears 

Against  him:  and  let  me   adjure  you,  by  the 

luitfaority  of   God,  by   the   commands   of  the 

Holy  Ghost,  by  the  invitations  of  Jesus  Christ, 

wid  by  the  depths  of  his  mercy,  to  take  Him 

\l  fiuth,  and  with  Him   all  the  blessings   of 

Abram's  faith,  and  Abram's  covenant  of  life. 

1  Isaiah  i.  38. 
END  OF  VOL.   I, 
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^E  SIN  AND  CONSEQUENCES   OF    IMPATIENCE. 
OENESIS  XVI.  1, 2. 

HOV  SaKIX,  AMtLAM*»  Wm,  BAMM  HIM    MO    CHILOBBN  :     AND 
>n  HID  AN  HANDMAID^    AN  EOTPTIAN,    WBOSE  NAM*   WAS 

^At:  AND  Sabai  bacd  unto  Ab&am,  Bbhold  now  THX 

I'lBO  HATB  KBBTBAINSD  MS  FBOM  BXAIUNO  :  I  PKAV  THBB 
MIK  ONTO  MT  MAID  :  XT  MAT  BB,  THAT  I  MAT  OBTAIN  CHIL- 
BUN  IT  HBB.  And  AbBAM  HBABKXNXD  to  THB  VOiCB  OF 
SOAL 

The  Holiness  of  God's  moral  govemment  is 
often  wonderfully  associated  with  a  sovereignty 
of  mercy,  exhibited  in  testifying  that  where  sin 
aboundedy  grace  doth  much  more  abound. 
Bahab  the  harlot,  is  not  only  spared  from  the 
Wet  tvdn  of  Jericho,  but  made  a  mother  in 
Imel,  and  an  ancestress  of  the  promised  Seed 
^Saviour.  Abram  and  Sarai  his  wife  are 
M  to  act  inconsistently  with  their  holy  profes- 
von:  but  while  they  are  justly,  though  tenderly 

▼0L«  II.  B 
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rebuked  of  God,  Hagar  the  other  party  in  thiai 
fault,    hath   an  especial  revelation    of  mercjt 
vouchsafed   unto  her.     The  mighty  race    (le« 
scended  from  her  has  been  through  many  ci 
turies,  and  still  remains,  one  of  the  most  amiM 
zing  evidences  of  the  truth  of  the  divine  won 
to  which  doubters  may  be  referred  for  convii 
tion,  and  believers  for  edification  on  their  mo^a 
holy  faith.     From   the    unadvised   transactic^ 
recorded  in  the  chapter  under  review,  tlie  Hok~S 
Cihost  moreover  draws,  by  St.  Paul,  a  typir^—  ^ 
resemblance  of  the  Law  and  the  Grospel,  oft^"lt 
heavy  bondage  of  the    one,    and   the   gloriiC»-itt 
liberty  of  the  other,  under  the  figures  of  Ha^g 
and  Sarai,  Ishmael,  and  Isaac.  (Gul.  iv.^     T'J^ 
spiritual  synibol  will  occur  to  be  noticed,  as 
proceed  in  the  patriarch's  history.     At  present 
the  literal  events  will  furnish  ample  matter  (on 
consideration.     May  the  Holy  Spirit  make  it 
useful  and  profitable !     The  whole  transaclion 
embraces  three  points  of  consideration. 

I.  The  fault  committbd. 

II.  The  consequences  produced  by  iv 

III.  The  especial  dealino  of  Qod  witA, 
Haoar. 

I.  The  subtlety,  not  less  than  the  malignit;^ 
of  Satan,  is  remarkably  exhibited  in  the  mctlM(| 


CONSEQUENCES  OF   IMPATIENCE.  3 

if  anaultSy  both  against  those  whom  he 
holds  in  his  awiiil  bondage,  and  those 
1  the  interference  of  divine  mercy^  and  the 
of  an  Ahnightj  Saviour  have  deUvered 
being  his  eternal  spoil  and  prey.  To  the 
he  is  especially  dangerous,  by  transform- 
imself  into  an  angel  of  light ;  and  sedu- 
hem  into  sin,  under  pretence  of  advancing 
uposes  and  promises  of  God  in  their  be- 

He  thus  prevailed  against  Rebekah,  most 
iy  to  anticipate  the  assurance,  that  Jacob 
1  have  the  birthright  and  blessing  instead 
lan;  and  brought  guilt,  sorrovr,  shame, 
r  upon  herself  and  the  son  of  her  mistaken 

He  thus  prevailed  also  against  Sarai,  and 
^pdnst  her  more  established  husband,  by 
ing  them  to  lay  their  feeble  hands,  and 
r  coimsels  towards  perfecting  the  move- 
i  of  the  Most  High :  as  if  God  were  aman 
le  should  lie,  and  the  Son  of  man  that 
lould  repent :  as  if  the  purposes  of  an  eter- 
ind,  and  an  unsearchable  wisdom,  needed 
eked  out  by  human  contrivances ;  or  as  if 
te  power  could  not  give  effect  to  those 
ions  which  were  conceived  in  the  heart  of 
and  which  hia  own  assurance  had  engaged 
to  pexfomi.    Abram  was  still  childless, 

B  2 
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and  far  advanced  in  ycant.  Sarai  w&s  now  her- 
self aged;  and,  as  she  (looking  only  through 
the  dark  and  distorting  medium  of  sense,)  ima- 
gined, hopelessly  barren.  True  it  was,  that 
again  and  again  both  had  been  assured  by  Him 
in  whom  both  believed,  not  only  for  the  literal 
promise,  but  for  its  spiritual  fulfilment,  by  ttkc 
incarnation  of  God  for  the  world's  salvation,  tkai 
Abram  should  have  a  son.  But  as  the  promise 
had  never  yet  plainly  undertaken  that  Sax-ai 
should  be  the  mother  of  this  child,  her  vUr 
enemy  set  her  upon  a  device  of  very  crooked 
policy,  which  issued,  (as  all  perversions  of  hofy 
simplicity  ever  must  issue)  in  sin  and  imiup* 
pin  ess. 

Female  slaves  were  invariably  the  proper^, 
of  the  mistress  in  any  family.  The  husbol 
had  no  right  whatever  over  them.  Hagar  thM 
belonged  wholly  to  Sarai,  her  person,  labon' 
children,  were  exclusively  in  her  mistress'  ham 
Sarai  therefore,  now  despairing  of  being  hem 
a  mother,  gave  her  handmaid  to  be  the  wife,  i 
rather  the  concubine,  of  Abram :  thus  faopii 
that  she  should  have  an  interesl,  if  not  imn 
diately  maternal,  yet  much  more  direct  m 
absolute,  than  that  of  mere  adoption,  in  any  a 
whom  Hagat  might  bear  to  her  husband.    Th 
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itMa  as  I  saidy  pervert  the  yearnings  of  her 
D  the  promised  Redeemer,  and  consequent 
I  for  a  posterity,  into  a  guilty  and  inde- 
le  distrust  of  God  and  of  his  word.  O 
jeedfol  to  be  aware  of  Satan's  devices,  and 
t  upon  divine  truth  in  the  Lord's  word, 
than  to  consult  flesh  and  blood  for  its 
vetadon  and  accomplishment. 
jrality  of  wives  had  already  occurred,  and 
bly  was  not  very  uncommon  in  this  period 
i  patriarchal  world :  but  in  the  beginning 
I  not  so.  God  made  his  creatures  male 
smale,  and  joined  them  so  in  marriage,  as 
petual  institution,  declaring,  that  as  the 
n  was  bone  of  her  husband's  bone,  and 
)f  his  flesh;  **  therefore  shall  a  man  leave 
Uker  and  hit  mother,  and  shall  cleave 
kit  wifej  and  they  shall  be  one  fiesh^^  ^ 
I  the  Great  Lawgiver  of  salvation  ap- 
i,  not  to  destroy,  but  to  fulfil  the  law, 
Tf  man  beyond  the  letter  of  its  require- 
to  the  spiritual  character,  wherewith  the 
f  a  believer's  love  beholds  it  invested,  he 
ablished  the  original  compact.  And  as  if 
vere  not  enough,  his  apostle  made  mar^ 

'  Gen.ii.24. 
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riftge  the  mjstic  symbol  of  that  spiritual  union   ^^ 
which  exists  between  Himself  and  bis  choaeg--^^ 
bride,  the  whole  body  of  the  Church  of  God^^ 
"  We  are  members  of  his  body,  of  Aw  Jteth,  flft-_^ 
of  his  bones.      This  is  a  great  mystery"  adc~3); 
the  apostle,    "  but  I  speak    concerning    frrS" ,. 
and  the  Church" '     Therefore  uoless  the  SOU.ZA  \ 
unfaithfulness  to  God  in  Christ  be  tolerable,  tlie  | 
marriage  vow  whereby  man  and  wife  are  bowzitf  J 
together,  is  a  vow  of  most  awful  solemnity.   XTie  j 
cause  of  God  rests  upon  its  Tiolation.     Wrarii 
and  misery  have  ever  dogged  adultery  at   tie 
heels,  and  marked  it  with  an  especial  emphaau 
of  divine  displeasure.     In  tliis  case,  although 
custom — not,  be  it  observed  the  permissioa  of 
God — might  make  Sarai's  conduct  less  guU'v, 
than  such  a  wilful  breach  upon  marriage  sane-     j 
titles  would  now  be,  yet  did  she  most  nnnatu-     ,>^^ 
rally,   and  therefore  most  unwisely,  tempt  lio     U  ^ 
husband  to  act  inconsistently  with  his  du^to 
her,  to  the  institution  of  God,  and  to  bb  Oiff 
character  as  a  holy  ser^'ant  of  Jehovah. 

Here,  as  in  other  exhibitions  of  their  rwpec" 
tive  characters,  we  find   Abram  in  poMmof*-  ' 
and  exercise  of  a  stronger   fattb  thaa  i 
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nakeGrodgoodof  his  own  word  to  her 
•obBtitutes  Hagar  for  herself:  and  in 
ion  of  an  ofispring,  persuades  him  to 
•  Abram  had  never  looked  to  obtain 
ise  by  any  other  than  a  barren  womb, 
e  had  not  most  unadvisedly  laid  the 
a  in  his  way/' ^  and  pressed  it  upon 
dn^  towards  himself^  the  world,  and 
ements  of  God.  When  our  own  appa- 
DS  £bjI,  weak  faith  projects  strange 
>  accomplish  its  hopes,  and  even  to 
od  by  them.  Ye  therefore  whose  life 
3  life,  and  whose  walk  is  now  the  walk 
eek  its  ftill  assurance  in  your  hearts : 
f  God  tarry  in  the  fulfilment  of  his 
fou  may  wait  for  Him ;  and  that,  put- 
hands  into  the  imerring  hand  of  a 
Gk>d,  your  feet  may  not  stumble  upon 
mountains  of  any  deferred  expecta- 
Then  the  fulness  of  the  time  shall 
d«  your  faithful  God  will  come  also ; 
dvent  will  be  attended  with  mercies 
old  have  been  absent  if  it  had  taken 
ording  to  the  unwise  season  of  your 
>n8  and  unwise  desires. 

1  Biihop  HaU't  Worki,  1.28. 
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Abram  saw  tlie  promise,  thoi;^  be  saw  jurift 
the  means :  but  the  importunity  of  his  wiAT' 
prevailed,  and  he  became  a  partner  in  the  faults 
uf  her  unbelief.  And  dotb  not  divine  wisdom 
read  us  here  a  solemn  lesson  to  waUc  by  faithr* 
and  not  by  sight,  in  all  our  relations,  and  espe* 
cially  in  those  of  the  most  intimate  and  endcai* 
ing  character  ?  Bear  the  subject  in  mind,  if 
you  own  the  authority  of  God,  profess  to  have 
embraced  the  promises  of  his  salvation,  and  to 
walk  with  those  who  live  as  heirs  together  id 
the  grace  of  life.  Beware  how  your  unbelief 
bring  peril,  not  only  upon  yourselves,  but  upon 
the  comfort  of  those,  to  whom  your  hearts  are 
bound,  and  upon  the  peace  of  your  families. 
Arc  you  in  difficulty  or  trial,  and  tempted  (o 
eniploy  expedients,  rather  tlian  to  honour  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven,  by  ample  and  unhe- 
sitating reliance  upon  his  word  ?  Avoid  thkj 
fault  of  Abram  and  Sarai,  and  you  will  avoidl 
reaping  the  bitter  &uits  of  their  impatience  and 
unbelief,  ' 

They  do  not  appear  to  have  sought  the  diviiw 
direction,  either  separately  or  together.  Them] 
is  no  record  of  uplifted  hands,  and  pleadiojf 
hearts,  that  God  would  hasten  the  time  for  thfl' 
fulfihnent  of  his  promise,  in  tenderness  to  their! 
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MIk,  troubling  fkith ;  or  that  He  would  gird 
op  the  loioB  of  their  minds  by  his  Holy  Spirit, 
to  Wilt  in  patience  until  fiedth  should  give  place 
to  enjoyment*     If  you  consult  with  flesh  and 
Uood,  and  human  wisdom,  you  will  fall,  and 
Sittn  will  preyaiL    If  you  lay  the  matter  before 
God,  yoQ  will  have  the  leading  of  the  pillar  of 
fire  and  of  the  cloud.     Follow  it ;  and  you  will 
be  guided  by  its  unerring  light  into  the  land  of 
ptmnise.     There  is  an  inconsistency  in  unbe- 
lief stamping  it  with  the  impress  of  folly,  as 
broadly  as  with  the  impress  of  guilt.     Sarai 
sdbowledges  that  God  Himself  kept  from  her 
the  Uessing  she  desired,  and  blames  Him  not 
far  this  exercise   of  his  sovereignty ;   yet  she 
would  force  Him,  as  it  were,  to  communicate 
the  object  of  her  desire,  by  methods  which  her 
better  judgment,    and   doubtless,    her  better 
principles    condemned.      Lord,    increase    our 
iittth! 

If  the  history  had  proceeded  no  further  than 
dus  palpable  and  guilty  error,  if  Sarai's  impa- 
tience, and  the  sad  facility  wherewith  Abram 
7>dded,  had  been  alone  related,  a  spiritual 
inind  would  have  had  little  difficulty  in  drawing 
the  inference.  Many  words  therefore  cannot 
be  needed  to  consider, 

B  s 
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II.  The  consequemces  produced  by  this 

FAULT. 

In  every  circumstance  of  life,  on  ofiectionate 
stedfastnesa  of  purpose  is  a  mental  and  moral 
qualification,  whereby,  under  the  exercise  of 
that  divine  power  which  renews  the  heart  in  the 
image  of  God,  much  evil  may  be  prevented,  and 
much  glory  may  redound  to  the  Most  High.  It 
had  been  well  if  Abrnm  had  denied  the  rcqne»t 
of  Sarai,  (and  no  sordid  concupiscence  on  his 
part  was  a  fellow  pleader  with  her  desires  ;)  if 
he  had  conjured  her  to  wait  patiently  the  lead- 
ings of  thai  hand  which  had  brought  them  forth 
from  the  country  of  tbeir  idolatries,  and  mea- 
sured out  blesainga  to  them  with  exceeding  abun- 
dance. If,  however,  after  all  his  pleading,  she 
had  yet  been  obstinate  in  lier  device  of  infidelity, 
w  hile  he  remained  firm,  and  exclaimed  in  his  so  Ill's 
stedfustnesE,  '  So  will  not  I  thus  distrust  and 
dishonour  God,'  both  of  them  would  have  beco. 
saved  from  exhibiting  to  the  Church  a  measora 
of  weakness  and  sin,  wliich  now  the  Holy  Ghcit 
hath  recorded,  in  order  to  teach  the  faithtul  ia 
Jesus  Christ,  that  unmingled  holiness  is  found 
in  Him  alone ;  and  that  they  must  be  foUowen 
of  saints,  whether  living  or  departed,  just  M 
far,  and  only  just  so  ,*■"  "  »*»"=°  «=;«•"  h'.«™ 
followers  of  Him. 
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But  what  was  the  mournful  fact  ?     *'  Ahratn 
hearkened  unto  the  voice  of  Sarai,  And  Sarai 
Ahram^M  wife  took  Hagar  her  maid  the  Egyp- 
lja%  after  Abram  had  dwelt  ten  years  in  the 
kmd  of  Canaan,  and  gave  her  to  her  husband 
Abram  to  be  his  wife.    And  he  went  in  unto 
Hagar,  and  she  conceived.'*  ^    What  follows  this 
exhibition  of  sinful  impatience  on  the  one  hand, 
and  of  sinful  compliance  with  an  indefensible 
weakness  on  the  other?    God  came  forth  to 
testify  his  disapprobation.     He  permits  Satan 
toproduce,  almost  the  inevitable  fruits  of  depar- 
ture from  the  godly  simplicity  of  a  healthy 
fidth,  in  sorrow,  misrule,  and  confusion.   Family 
comfort  is  thus  poisoned  at  its  source,   and 
fionily  discord  brings  a  long  train  of  mischiefs 
into  Abram's  tent.     "  When  Hagar  saw  that 
As  had  conceived,  her  mistress  was  despised  in 
ier  eyesJ*  *    The  divinely  inspired  wisdom  of 
Solomon  had  experience,  from  which  to  draw 
iti  lessons  of  holy  instruction:   and  this  sad 
example,  no  doubt,  among  the  rest,  was  present 
to  Us  mind,  in  the  enumeration  of  those  three 
tbinga,  for  which  the  earth  is  disquieted,  and 
rf  the  four  which  it  cannot  bear,  one  of  which 

^  GtD.  xri  S,  4.  '  Ibid,  xvi.  4. 
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he  testifieth  to  be  "  a  handmaid  that  isA^tr  t« 
her  mistress''^  And  assuredly  an  ofTence  gainst 
that  purest  and  dearest  of  all  human  charities 
and  sanctities,  the  relation  of  one  man  to  ons 
wife,  according  to  the  original  appointment  of 
God,  is  an  engratture  of  sin  upon  the  course  of 
life,  calculated  to  produce  the  most  unhappy 
results. 

The  handmaid  not  only  expected  that  her 
child,  if  God  should  ^ive  her  a  son  would  be 
Abram's  heir,  and  ibus  possess  his  temporal 
wealth  ;  but  abuve  aJ],  that  he  would  be  tlie 
progenitor  of  the  promised  Seed,  and  ancestor 
of  the  world's  DeUverer,  Here  then  was  « 
point  of  imaginary  exaltation,  from  which  she 
looked  down  upon  lier  mistress,  less  favoured 
of  God,  and  iherefo  e  as  she  thought  less 
wortiiy.  And  thus  she  became  to  Sarah  what 
Peninnah  became  in  later  days  to  Hannah, 
when  the  Lord  had  shut  up  her  womb,  and  her 
adversary  made  her  fret,  by  triumphing  over 
her  for  this  lamented  barrenness,  notwitlc 
standing  God  Himself  withheld  from  her  the 
treasure  of  the  womb. 

So  tor  then  was  the  scheme  of  Satnh  ttatSL  • 

'  Proi. 
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ncceeHxigf  however  complacently  she  might 
liife  rqiarded  it,  that  mischief  and  anguish 
Benlded  eren  the  birth  of  the  child ;  followed 
the  son  that  God  at  length  mercifully  gave  to 
herself  through  the  persecution  of  Ishmael ; 
and  made  his  posterity  bitter  adversaries  of 
those  who  were  bom  to  Abram,  under  the 
promise  in  Isaac.  Here  is  confusion  and  every 
efil  work,  brought  by  the  great  enemy,  through 
this  successful  temptation,  into  a  family,  where 
a  little  while  before,  all  was  peace  and  holiness, 
tad  domestic  love.  **  How  great  a  matter  a 
UtOe  fire  kindkthr  ^  Watch  we,  then,  and 
diat  with  unslumbering  perseverance  of  godly 
jealousy  over  the  commencements  of  interrup- 
tioa  to  £Eunily  concord.  And  be  it  ever  in  our 
lemembrance,  that  as  fSEuth,  even  a  simple  re- 
liance on  God  in  his  word,  is  the  builder  up  of 
&Biilf  peace, — so  will  the  impatience  of  un- 
helief  always  be  found  one  of  the  strongest  and 
OM  efficient  of  all  those  disturbing  forces, 
whidi  exert  their  mischievous  leverage  to  over- 
^  the  &bric  of  £Eunily  love  and  joy. 

Sarah's  sense  of  wrong  is  now  as  clamorous, 
^  her  previous  unbelief  had  been  importu- 

*  JameBm.  5. 
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nate.  According  to  her  owa  deaire,  the  pro- 
mised Father  of  Dationa,  and  Redeemer  of 
hmnao  kind,  is  probably  to  be  bom  of  H^ar;  ^. 
yet  her  wounded  feelinge  make  all  for  which 
had  prayed,  waited,  nay  sinned,  appear 
despised  thing  compared  with  the  pridi 
Hagar,  and  her  own  pride,  which  it  woua< 
How  many  rooms  does  sin  find,  whereio 
lodge,  when  one  sin  hath  opened  the  door  of  tlc:C^e 
heart.  "All  this  availeth  menothing,  to  long  ^  ■  a* 
I  tee  Mordecai  the  Jew  titiing  at  Ike  '^'^'j^^^^nQi 
gateJ* '  Other  result  was  hardly  to  be  expectesfc-^ed, 
than  that  which  happened:  yet  now  SorM^-^aj's 
rage  is  even  greater  than  her  former  impaticn».M=:aii;e. 
Alas,  we  are  selfish  creatures,  and  self  is  a  fe-^^^Tesr- 
■ful  tyrant,  even  in  the  minds  of  those  whom  V*  the 
lore  of  Christ,  if  the  heart's  unbelief  did  k  nM 
oppose  it  so  dreadfully,  should  constrain 
deny  themselves.  Sarai  said  unto  Abrt 
"  My  wrong  he  upon  thee  :  I  have  given 
maid  into  thy  boxom  ,-  and  uihen  iht  tato  that  ^  tilt 
had  conceived,  I  was  despised  in  her  *ge$:  til 

Lord  judge  between  me  and  lAee."'     Here  wu 

sad  abandonment  of  that  oniament  of  a  i 
and  quiet  spirit,  which  in  the  sight  of  God 
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giM  price ;  and  the  maimer  wherewith  Sarai 

'epaid  and  revenged  the  pride  and  assmnption 

of  Hagar,  aorpasses  the  provocation  itself^  the 

pQnialnnent,  (all  things  considered)  is  greater 

than  the  ofibnce.     Such    is  ever   the  charac- 

^  of  ain*     It  grows  on  to  more  selfishness, 

^tQ  the  transgressor  loses  sight  of  all  tender- 

^es5  and  regard  for  others.     The  Devil  is  ever 

hiaaj  to  make  even  the  children  of  God  conceal 

their  own  offences,  by  finding  fault  with  others 

Whom  they  have  tempted,  as  authors  of  the 

Consequences  that  do,  and  that  must  arise,  but 

for  which  they  should  only  blame  themselves. 

But  what  is  the  conduct  of  Abram  in  this 
irritating  appeal  to  him  ?     It  seems  to  prove 
Ins  freedom  firom  all  unhallowed  love  to  Hagar, 
and  to  show  that  his  consent  had  merely  arisen 
from  an  unvrise  acquiescence  in  Sarai*s  mistaken 
expectation,  of  thus  perpetuating  a  posterity 
and  its  mighty  spiritual  blessings  to  her  hus- 
band.    He  said  unto  her,  **  Behold  thy  maid  is 
in  thy  hand:  do  to  her  as  itpleaseth  thee."  ^    A 
soft  answer  tumeth  away  vnrath :  and  such  an 
answer  at  least  did  the  father  of  the  faithful 
return  to  his  inconsiderate  wife.     It  deserves  a 


*  Qen.  zri.  6. 
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question)  however,  whether  his  afiection  and 
loyalty  to  Sarai,  aiid  liis  love  of  peace  were  not 
carried  to  aa  unjustifiable  extent.  Was  it 
indeed  possible  that  Hagar  should  be  thus  about 
to  fulfil  those  exceeding  great  and  precious 
promises  which  Jehovah  had  made  him?  If  so, 
did  it  not  become  his  sacred  duty  to  defend  her 
from  harm,  and  to  hinder  her  Itom  suffering  by 
the  ill  temper  and  ill  treatment  of  bis  wife? 
Every  step  which  a  believer  takes  from  the  sim- 
plicity that  is  in  Christ,  and  from  the  exercise  of 
faith  in  Christ,  carries  him  forward  in  the  sad 
employment  of  weaving  a  tangled  web,  wherein 
his  own  feet  will  probably  be  more  and  more 
ensnared ;  and  from  which  only  the  mercy  of  an 
offended  God  can  deliver  him. 

That  mercy  was  not  denied  to  any  of  the  par- 
ties whose  case  is  now  under  our  consideration, 
although  I  can  only  briefly  direct  attention  to 

III.  The  Conduct  of  God  to  Haoar. 

"  JVhen  Sarai  dealt  hardly  with  her,  ihe 
Jled  from  her  face."'  Here  was  a  new  mani- 
festation of  rebellion  and  pnde.  It  was  her 
duty  to  have  endeavoured  to  disarm  her  offended 
mistresB,  by  lowliness  and  obedience;  remcm- 
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bering  her  own  offence,  and  those  feelings  in 
Saiai,    for  which  she  could  not  be   without 
sympathy.     But  no;  she  is  too  great  for  re- 
proofl    She  will  peril  her  own  unborn  child ; — 
she  will  peril  her  life  ; — she  will  peril  the  con- 
sequences of  leaving  a  family  where  Jehovah 
is  known  and  worshipped ; — she  will  bring  sor- 
row upon  her  husband  and  master, — ^but  she 
will  not  remain  in  subjection.     She  follows  the 
bhnd  guidance  of  her  own  haughtiness  of  heart. 
And  she  has  had   imitators  without  number. 
There  have  been  thoughtless,  spiritually  insen- 
able,  or  most  widely  misled  christian  servants, 
who,  in  a  moment  of  irritation,  cast  away  their 
seme  of  duty,  and  their  enjoyment  of  privilege, 
and  fly  to  a  desert,  where  no  gracious  re&esh- 
nients  are  found,  because  they  will  not  humble 
themselves  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man. 

Is  Hagar  then  left  to  eat  the  fruit  of  this 
tiee  which  her  own  hand  hath  planted,  and 
^ii^Uch,  as  it  is  rebellion,  may  end  in  death? 
No;  sin  hath  misled,  but  God  will  restore. 
Sin  hath  brought  her  into  misery  and  bondage, 
but  God  will  bring  her  back  to  liberty  and 
pstce.  The  Angel  of  the  Lord,  unquestionably 
the  Angel  of  the  covenant,  found  her  by  a 
fountain  of  water  in  the  wilderness,  and  said> 


i 
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"  Hagar,  Sard's  maid,  whence  cam 
and  whither  wilt  thou  go  ?  and  the  ta 
from  the  face  of  my  mi$trest  Sarai." ' 
the  angel's  salutation,— the  greeting  of 
came  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which 
"  Hagar,  Sarai's  maid," — to  remind  tli 
tliat  although  she  had  Sed  from  duty, 
not  been  able  to  break  off  the  yoke 
rity.  And  what  is  the  voice  of  the  R< 
mercy  to  the  sinner,  who  goes  into  a 
try,  sojourns  in  the  wilderness  of  rebel 
sets  up  the  pole  of  hia  tent  by  the  bitt 
of  those  sins,  which  turn  the  heart  f 
and  detain  it  an  alien  from  hia  love  ? 
tion  of  guilt  must  be  brought  home 
mind.  God's  authority,  God's  law 
asserted,  and  the  transgressor  must  b 
it  is  an  evil  and  a  bitter  thing  to  Ae\ 
Him.  A  return  to  God  must  be  dom, 
by  the  angel  to  Hagar, — "  Return  to 
tress,  and  submit  thyself  under  her 
The  law  is  thus  made  a  schoolmastor 
the  offender  to  Christ;  and  aJthou, 
mercy  bath  hitherto  dealt  with  him 
to  the  terrors  of  the  law,  yet  is  evci 
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quent  step  one  of  manifested  mercy,  when  the 
heart  in  the  obedience  of  faith  has  once  said 
and  acted  upon  the  resolve,  in  the  sufficiency 
of  Ahnighty  grace,  '*  I  will  arise  and  go  to  my 
Faiier"  >  Then  do  those  radiant  promises,  of 
which  some  glimpses  awakened  hope,  as  faith 
made  them  visible  to  shine  forth  in  their 
hrightness,  to  bring  peace  and  comfort,  and 
joy  into  it. 

The  angel  of  the  Lord  said,  '^  I  will  multiply 
%  Meed  exceedingly y  that  it  shall  not  be  num- 
bered for  multitude:''*  and  then  follow   all 
those  assurances  concerning   the  character  of 
^er  son's  descendants,  which  have  been,  and  are 
^t  this  moment  so  wondrously  fulfilled.     ^^  Be^ 
AoU,  it  is  added,  thou  art  with  child,  and  shalt 
iearasoHf  and  shalt  call  his  name  Ishmael; 
iiecause  the  Lord  hath  heard  thy  affliction.'*^ 
^es,  such  is  ever  the  language  of  the  Angel  of 
the  covenant.     The  conscience-stricken  offender 
inay  be  mourning  and  miserable,   and  yet  in 
nmch  hardness  of  heart ;  scarcely  lifting  up  any 
Genres  to  Gx>d.     But  Jesus  sees  his  afflictions, 
and  hastens  to  relieve  them,  and  fills  the  mind 
with  peace  and  blessedness,  by  directing  it  to 
its  home  and  its  rest  in  Himself. 

'  Lvka  XT.  la         '  Gen.  zri.  10.  '  Oen.  zvi.  11. 
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nant  look  on  you,  wait  on  you,  knock  at  the 
door  of  your  hearts,  beseech  you  to  regard  Him, 
but  all  in  vain !     At  length  He  allured  you  into 
some  wilderness  of  providential,    or    spiritual 
trial,   and  there  spake  comfortably    to  you; 
there  vouchsafed  to  you  visits  of  his  goodness 
and  grace ;  there  filled  you  with  peace,  which 
the  world  could  neither  give  nor  take  away. 
Tou  perhaps  forgot  Him  and  rebeUed  against 
Sm,  in  the  hour  of  holy  and  gracious  privi- 
leges; but  his  eye  followed  you  into  the  desert, 
his  goodness  found  you  there,  and  his  salvation 
there  visited  you.    Beseech  Him  then  to  for- 
give your  wanderings,  pride,  and  hardness  of 
heart;  implore  Him  to  accompany  you  back 
agam  to  the  path  of  forsaken  duties :  and  to  be 
^to  you,  in  that  path,  your  fulness  of  comfort, 
uid  your  fountain  of  unfailing  hoUness  and  joy. 


SERMON  Xm 


THE    COVENANT    RENEWED    AND    SI 
GENESIS  XVIt.  I.  S. 


Amd  whin 


It  is  an  error  greatly  injurious  to  tli 
tual  prosperity,  that  Christians  are  t 
to  be  contented  with  less  than  God 
and  promises  to  bestow  upon  them,  in 
son  and  salvation  of  their  Great  Rede 
was  80  even  with  the  father  of  the 
Contented  with  Ishmael,  and  regardin 
the  accomplishment  of  his  wishes,  hi 
turned  away  by  the  sight  of  one  bom 
flesh,  from  a  spiritual  seed,  with  all  tli 
mercy  which  it  enfolded.  He  must 
be  awakened  to  higher  hopes,  and  mor 
prospects,  after  he  bad  been  slumber 
thirteen  years  from  the  birth  of  Ishmi 
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cordinglj,  another  appearance  of  the  divine 
word  is  very  graciously  vouchsafed  him,  to 
extend  his  view  beyond  the  narrow  horizon 
whereby  it  was  bounded,  and  once  again  to  bid 
him  hve  by  fSedth  and  not  by  sight  From  this 
new  manifestation^  three  subjects  arise  for  our 
contemplation, 

1.  The  promises  and  covenant  are  re- 
newed TO  AbRAM,  with  ADDITIONAL  CLEAR- 
NESS OF   STATEMENT   AND   ASSURANCE. 

He  has  now  ceased  to  expect,  as  weU  as  to 

desire  another  child:  but  even  after  this  long 

i&terval,  his  impatience  in  the  matter  of  Hagar 

^ust  be  tenderly  rebuked ;  and  he  must  expect 

Ae  fulfilment  of  the  most  astonishing  under- 

^liking  on  his  behalf.     **  He   must  therefore 

Sifd  up  the  loins  of  his  mind ;  be  sober,  and 

^^ofe  to  the  end,  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be 

^Qght  unto  him."    Accordingly,  that  most 

cheering  announcement  is  made  by  the  Angel  of 

^  covenant,  **  I  am  the  Almighty  God,  or^ 

^  JUriufficientJ'^  His  faith  must  be  brought 

^to  vigorous,    into    laborious   exercise;    and 

Aerefore  its  Author  and  Finisher,  testifies  of  his 

own  Omnipotence ;  so  that  his  servant  may  not 

• 

>  Rer.  i.  8. 
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to  be  delivered  firom  the  furnace  in  Egypt :  "  / 

^fpasred  unto  Abraham^  unto  Isaac,  and  unto 

Jacobf  by  the  name  of  God  Almighty;    (El- 

Sliaddii) ;  hut  by  my  name  Jehovah  was  I  not 

^^own  unto  them.**  *   "  As  by  his  self-sufficiency 

tbe  Most  High  has  enough  in  Himself  to  deno- 

iDioate  Him  completely  blessed  ;  so  by  his  all- 

efficiency  He  is  able  to  communicate  as  much 

Uessedness  to  his  creatures,  as  He  has  made 

^hem  capable  of  enjoying.    He  is  therefore  able 

^t  only  to  supply  all  their  need  ;  but  to  do  for 

them  exceedingly  abundantly  above   all   that 

^hey  can  ask  or  think."*    Ye  therefore,  who 

'ore  and  glorify  the  Saviour,  for  all  that  He 

'^ath  done,  may  well  lean  upon  Him,  for  all 

^litt  He  hath  promised.    Your  salvation  is  as 

'Well-ordered  as   God  would  plan  it ;    and  as 

Secure  as  an  Omnipotent  Surety  and  an  inex- 

^Uottible  fukiess  could  make  it. 

An  encouragement  so  high  and  glorious  as 

^Itti  being  given,  a  suitable  precept  is  prrafted 

^ipon  it,  that  Abram  may  bring  forth  fruit  unto 

^oHneis.     "  /  am   the  Almighty   God;    walk 

*«fore  JIfe,  and  be  thou  perfect^  or  upright,  or 

1  Ezod.  vi.  8. 
'  Kidley^  Bodj  of  Divinity,  as  quoted  by  Serle,  Hone  Soli- 

VOL.  II.  C 
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renew  that  covenant  already  given  to  Abram, 
and  in  him  to  his  posterity.     Multitudes  were 
I^omised  to  him,  as  descendants,  including  not 
merely  those  who  should  be  natural  children, 
bom  under  the  law,  but  a  spiritual  posterity, 
*I1  indeed  who  being  Christ's,  should  be  truly, 
sod  in  the  highest  acceptation,  Abram's  seed, 
vid  heirs  according  to  the  promise.     From  this 
'        kigh  and  heavenly  genealogy  does  every  Chris- 
^  derive  his  gracious  descent.     His  name  is 
^tten  in  the  book  of  life,  as  one  of  the  chil- 
^  of  God,  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus.     That 
everlasting  covenant  ordered  in  all  things  and 
*ttre,  is  brought  before   him  with  reiterated 
{^ledges  of  divine  truth  and  fidelity,  every  time 
l^e  opens  the  Scriptures,  and  reads  the  promises 
^  Gbd  in  the  gospel  of  salvation.     And  what 
^^  be  given  unto  him,  for  all  the  necessities  of 
^  own  gracious  pilgrimage,  and  for  the  accom- 
;ylithment  of  all  his  hopes,  all  his  wishes,  all  his 
prayers  for  those  most  dear  to  him  in  the  rela- 
tions of  life,  than  the  assurance  made  to  him 
representatively  in  Abram,  and  made  as  firmly, 
fit  if  it  were  addressed  immediately  to  himself, 
^  an  audible  voice  from  heaven,  "  I  will  he  a 
Cod  unto  iheef  and  unto  thy  teed  after  thee."^ 

k  ^  Bmb.  iT.  16. 17.    Gal.  iii.  28, 29.    Gen.  zril  7. 

^  C  2 
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for  she  said,  "  I  have  gotten  a  man  from  the 

J^ifdJ*^    Thus,  when  she  bare  another  son,  she 

named  him /Se^A,  that  is,  Appointed,  ''for  God"' 

>ud  she  ''  luith  appointed  me  another  seed,  in- 

*fe«i  of  Abel  whom  Cain  slew  J*  ^    Thus  also, 

I'Unech  named  his  son,  Noah,  that  is,  Rest,  or 

Comfort;    in  expectation  of  consolation  from 

'uiD,  because  of  the  ground  which  the  Lord  had 

cursed.     In  this  manner  we  may  imagine  the 

parents  of  the  friend  of  God  to  have  given  him 

^Iie  name  of  Abram,  a  high  father  in  the  undis- 

^^erned,  but  overruling  spirit  of  prophecy.    And 

^Tuly  he  was  a  high  father,  as  the  honoured 

Ancestor  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  according  to 

^e  flesh.*  When  however  the  covenant  already 

^lUide,  was  renewed  unto  him,  with  additional 

^ight,  and  solemn  memorials,  God  saith  ''  Thou 

'^Ult  no  more  be  called  Abram — a  high  father  ; 

^  Abraham,  the  father  of  multitudes,'  the  first 

letter  of  the  Hebrew  word,  signifying  a  multi- 

^de  being  inserted  in  his  former  name.     The 

reason  is  immediately  added,  "  For  a  father  of 


or  other,  ihe  must  have  believed,  that  the  predicted  Man 
"•••W  alw  be  Jehovah  himself. "—FoAtfr  on  the  PairiarchaU 
^«>tt<  om2  Ckrittian  Ditpeiuations,  Vol.I.pp.  201,  202.  See 
^^NoUnffpmuUdtoHumpagea. 

*  (kn.  iT.  1.  »  Gen.  iv.  26.  >  Gen.  xvii.  5. 
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many  nations  hare  I  made  thee." '  Even  M 
Jacob  was  afterwards  called  Itraei,  when  as  a 
prince  he  had  wrestled  with  God,  and  had  pre- 
vailed. Still  later  in  the  church's  history,  Sol<^ 
mon  was  called  Jed^dtah,  because  the  Lord 
loved  him.  In  this  important  change  of  namet 
it  was  intended  that  the  triend  of  God  should 
be  known  through  all  the  ages  of  redemption  | 
and  that  this  alteration  should  prefigure  the 
instatement  of  believers  from  among  all  nation^ 
and  kindred,  and  petiple,  and  languages,  int* 
the  covenant  and  faith  of  Abrahsni.  • 

The  same  letter  of  number,  and  icith  the 
same  mysterious  significance,  is  introduced  into< 
the  name  of  Abram's  wife,  when  a  child  is  fii 
promised  immediately  and  unequivocally  to  her« 
self.  Hitherto  she  had  been  called  Sarai, 
princess,  which  she  had  been  to  Abraham  :  bul 
now,  Sarah,  a  princess,  a  more  general 
and  emphatically  her  due,  as  the  mother 
many  nations,  both  in  the  flesh,  and  in  t 
Lord,  All  holy  believers  of  her  own  sex  i 
called  her  children  by  the  Apostle  Peter:  *  a 
St.  Paul  makes  her  the  type  sod  alienor;  of  d 
glorious  antitype,  the  Jeniaalem  which  is  al 
'  Ocn.  iTti  &  ' 
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which  is  free,  and  which  is  the  common  mother  of 

^  the  fiunily  of  GodJ     Kings  of  people  were  to 

descend  from  her.     The  promise  was  literally 

tolfiiled,  in  the  long  royal  line  of  Judah,  and  in 

4e  revolted  sovereigns  of  Israel.     But  they 

^ho  understand  and  prize  the  blessings  of  a 

spiritual  descent,  may  regard  her  with  the  reve- 

^ce  of  a  closer  and  dearer  claim,  than  any 

which  ancestry,  conferring  this  world's  royalty, 

Can  set  up :  for  in  the  covenant  given  to  her,  as 

^he  was  represented  in  Abraham,  and,  like  his 

^wn  portion,  embracing  the  promises  of  Jeho- 

ytii,  they  are  made  kings  and  priests  unto  God. 

^ven  through  that  promised  seed,  of  which  she 

'^as  to  be  the   favoured   mother,   they   have 

l)ecome  **  a  chosen  generation^  a  royal  priest- 

ioodf  a  hoUf  nation^  a  peculiar  people  ;  that  they 

should  show  forth  the  praises  of  Him  who  hath 

^fJied  them  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous 

God,  in  his  dealings  with  the  ancient  Church, 
Occasionally  assumed  a  name,  which  might 
impress  the  minds  of  its  members  with  the 
i^coUection  of  some  extraordinary  mercy.  This 
u  his  name,  whereby  He  shall  be  called,  *'  The 

'  OiL  ir.  26.  »  1  Peter  iL  9. 
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Lord  our  Jiiffhteougjiess."  ^  AnA  vihen  the  Father 
would  "  bring  again  from  the  dead  our  Lo/Tt 
Jesus  Christ,  that  great  Shepherd  of  the  theep, 
through  the  blood  of  the  eeerlatting  coreaafit."* 
He  styles  Himself,  "  The  God  of  peace."  Else- 
where He  is  Jehovah  and  ShamniBh.  "  Thr 
Lord  ii  there."  On  the  other  band,  when  new 
covenant  blessings  are  opened  to,  and  conferred 
upon  the  Cliuich,  the  glorious  Head  uf  all  ita 
members  gives  that  Church  a  new  name,  even  at 
the  wife  assumes  the  name  of  her  husband,  aiul 
the  bride  that  of  the  briaegroom.  "  Thou  ehatt 
be  called,"  said  God  to  Ziou,  "  bg  a  new  aame^ 
which  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  shall  name.  Thtm 
shall  no  more  be  termed  forsaken,  neither  shall  tkjf 
land  any  more  be  termed  desolate.  But  them 
shalt  be  called  Hephzibah,  (my  delight  ia  ioi 
her,)  and  thg  land,  Beulah,  (that  is  niarnMl  j^ 
for  the  Lord  delighteth  in  thee,  and  thg  lane 
shall  be  married."  '  In  the  blessing*  uf  juslifi-j 
cation  and  adoption,  they  who  are  heir>  of  Croaa 
and  joint  heirs  with  Christ,  have  a  nauie  pve* 
unto  them,  a  new  name,  which  hidden,  at  the? 
life  now  is  witli  Christ  in  God,  ibey  may  w-^ 
themselves  know,  in  all  its  preciousness :  b* 
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which,  as  they  adhere  to  the  truth  and  precepts 
of  their  Saviour,  and  overcome  in  the  might  of 
an  Omnipotent  Redeemer,  shall  be  made  legible 
to  them  by  the  spirit  of  adoption,  ^  to  the  sons 
wd  daughters  of  the  Lord  Almighty. 

ni.  a  seal  is  appended  to  the  cove- 
nant for  further  surety  to  the  faith 
0^  Abraham. 

''  I%u  it  my  covenant  which  ye  shall  keep 

^^i^9een  me  and  you,  and  thy  seed  after  thee  : 

^^^  man-child  among  you  shall  be  circum- 

^^:  aud  it  shall  be  a  token  of  the  covenant 

^^een  me  and  you,^^     The  engagements  of 

^en  with   each  other  are  certified  in  various 

Methods :  and  God  hath  condescended  to  simi- 

^  means  for  the  establishment  of  his  promised 

Mercies  in  Jesus  Christ.     Sometimes  they  give 

^eir  word:    and   God   who   cannot   lie  hath 

pledged  his  own  inviolable  promise.    Sometimes 

^l^ey   make  written  engagements:   and  in  the 

S^spel  "  these  things  were  written  that  ye  might 

f^cUeve  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God ; 

that  believing,  ye  might  have  life  in  his 

."  ^     Sometimes  witnesses  are  called  in  for 

Assurance.     And   ''  there   are  three  that   bear 

'Gfii.xTiL10, 11.  «  John  XX.  31. 
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witness  in  earth  ;  the  spirit,  and  tlui  water,  ami 
the  blood .'  besides  that  intemiil  witn«s,  wKtcb 
every  believer  hath  within  himself,  Somctinu* 
an  oath  is  to/nen  for  confirmation  an  end  of  aH 
strife:  and  God  "  willing  to  ihmo  unto  the  heirttf 
promise  the  immutability  of  hit  counsel,  confirmed 
it  by  an  oath :  that  by  two  immutable  things, 
in  which  it  was  impossible  for  Ood  to  He.  me 
might  have  a  strong  coiisolatum  who  havejied  for 
refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  set  before  us."  ' 
Again,  men  affix  their  seals  to  covenant  en- 
fageraents.  God  therefore,  besides  the  priry 
seal  of  bis  own  engagements  to  his  children, 
on  their  hearts,  when  they  are  sealed  with  that 
Holy  Spirit  of  promise,  hath  appended  the  broMl, 
outward  seal  of  his  covenant  by  visible  syraboU^, 
fur  the  confirmation  of  faith,  and  to  assure  tlw 
truth  of  the  promises.  Such  a  seal  was  Cir^ 
cumcision,  to  that  covenant  of  eteniily 
with  Abraham  in  Christ  Jesus,  to  the  world  oC 
believers.  "  He  received  the  sign  of 
eision,  a  seal  of  the  righteousness  of  faith  wAcdt! 
he  had,  yet  being  uncircumcised ;  that  he 
be  the  father  of  all  them  that  believe,  thoa^. 
they    be  not   circumcised  :    that  ri^hltifuini 

•  1  John  *.  8.  '  Hob.  ri.  18—18. 
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^h  be  imputed  to  them  also.    And  the  father 
^fcircumcieion  to  them  who  are  not  of  the  cir- 
^VMctribn  only :  but  who  also  walk  in  the  steps 
^ftkat  faith  of  ouir  father  Abraham^  which  he 
^  Mng  yet  undrcumcised.''  ^     And  although 
^  very  significant  rite  was  adopted  by  many 
^tions,  without  the  law  of  God,  or  any  accep- 
tance at  his  hands,  yet,  as  continued  in  Abra- 
Wi's  posteri^,  according  to  the  promise,  it 
^^as  the  uniting  principle  of  the  whole  Church, 
^wever  dispersed  into  various  families.     And 
thus   there  is  one  baptism  in    the   Christian 
Church:  as  there  is  ''  one  Lordf  one  faithy  one 
God  and  Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  and 
through  allj  and  in  us  alV^     The  sacraments 
of  both  dispensations  are  seals  of  the  righteous- 
iieSB  which  is  by  £Edth  of  Jesus  Christ.     They 
^re  Gt>d*s  attestation  that  He  hath  given  unto 
^nners  eternal  life,  and  that  this  life  is  in  his 
Son ;  and  they  are  so  received  by  every  true 
lieliever. 

Circumcision    therefore,   was  not  merely  a 
«ign  to  represent,  but  a  seal  to  ratify  the  cove- 
nant of  grace  to  Abraham  and  his  posterity  in 
fiuth.    Moreover  its  character  was  not  merely 

*  Rom.  It.  11, 12.  '  Eph.  it.  5. 
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sacramental,  hat  topical,-  It  aymbcdizcd  man's 
state  by  nature,  as  bom  into  the  world  an  heir 
of  guUt  and  pollution,  aad  testified  "ihst  with- 
out the  shedding  of  blood  is  no  remission  of  1 
sins."    It  shadowed  forth  the  great  and  glorioiu  J 
righteousness  which    is    by  the  faith  of  JesilKl 
Christ,  unto  aJI,  and  upon  all  them  that  believ^Ul 
It  especially  regarded  and  pictured  the  mordfi-    " 
ciitiou  of  the  heart — even  the  death  unto  sin, 
and  the  new  birth  uiUo  righteousness ; — the  in- 
ward circumcision  of  soul  and  spirit.     And  suok  ,i 
was  its  gracious  purport,  as  pressed  upon   tlit 
Jewish  disciples  at  Rome  by  the  great  apostle, 
when  he  said,  "  He  is  not  a  Jew,  which  is   oiu 
outwardly ,-  neither  is  thai  circumcimn,  whieki 
is  outward  in  thejlesh  :  but  he  is  a  Jew  which  it'- 
one  inwardly  ;  and  circumcision  is  of  the  heart, 
in  the  spirit  and  not  in  the  letter;  whose  praim 
is  not  of  men,  but  of  God."  '     In  each  of  thesa 
points  of  view,  it  hatli  reference  to  the  Chri*^ 
tian  circumcision,    made    by   the    Holy    Ghosk! 
without  human  hands,  upon  all  the  members  oC 
the  Lord,  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the  uos  oC 
the  flesh,  by  the  circumcision  of  Christ ;  being 
"  buried  with  Him  in  baptism,  wherein  aUa  tkn 
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^*  fiien  faith  Him,  through  the  faith  of  the  ope» 
f^ion  of  God,  who  hath  raised  Him  from  the 
deadr^ 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  Why  is  Baptism  now 
substituted  under  the  Christian  Dispensation, 
(or  that  rite  which  was  the  seal  of   salvation, 
under  the  Old  Testament  ?     Simply  because 
that  atoning  blood,  of  which  it  typified  the  ne- 
cessity for  remission  of  sins,  having  been  shed, 
the  purifying  influence   of  the    Holy   Spirit, 
whereof  water  is  the  emblem,  is  effectually  se- 
cured by  that  great  and  glorious  redemption- 
price  paid  by  the  Son  of  God  upon  the  cross. 
Circumcision  had  reference  to  a  Saviour,  who 
should  redeem  men  unto  God  by  his  blood. 
Baptism,  beholding  the  ransom  paid,  buried  its 
subjects  unto  the  death  of  sin,  that  *'  like  as 
Christ  was  raised  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of 
the  Father,  even  so  they  also  might  walk  in  new- 
ness of  life^  And  it  is  a  remarkable  coincidence, 
that  circumcision  was  instituted  in    the  very 
place,  (Hebron)  and  at  the  very  time  of  the 
year,   where,   and  when  John  was  born,  who 
changed  Circumcision  into  Baptism.' 

Of  this  evangelical  circumcision,  every  mem- 

>  CoL  u.  IZ      '  Rom.  tU  4.      •  ygbtfoot^s  Works,  II.  91. 


ber  of  the  Christian  Church,  admitted  within  itt 
pale  of  sacred  and  substantial  privilege  by  Bsp- 
tism,  hath  been  made  a  partaker.     He  has  bee> 
constituted  "a  member  of  Christ,    a  child  of 
God,  and  an  inheritor  of  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven."    It  hath  not  only  an  outward  sign,  but 
an  inward  and  spiritual  grace :  and  1  cannot  but 
think,  that  when  this  initial   Sacrament  of  re- 
deeming mercy  is  separated  from  the  mysteriooi 
operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  reduce  it  to  a 
form,  very  far  below  the  intention  of  the  great 
Head,  and  Saviour,  and  Prophet  of  the  Church, 
and  the  gracious  blessings  which  He  meant  it  _; 
to  convey.     No  man,  indeed,  may  take   upon^i 
liimself  to  separate  the  efiectual  working  of  ^e^ 
Holy  Spirit  from  Baptism,  without  making  voidEs 
all  the  ordinances  of  the  visible  Church,  which^j 
become  ceremonies,  idle,  and  worse  than   idlo^ 
except  for  the  faith  that  the  Holy  Spirit  mB^^je 
be  in  them,  and  truly  is   in  them,  to  all,  unt^J  > 
whom   the   Father  grants  the  faith  of  his  pr<^T 
senee.     But  subsequent  life  must   exhibit  thrt- 
power  of  this  grace,  or  the  consequences  wif -w 
he  dreadful.     "  He  that  beliereth  and  ii  ia£«a 
tized  shall  be  saved  ,•  but  ke  that  beliewtk  Maitfl 
(baptized  or    unbaptized)    shall  be 
•  Murk  (ri.  IS. 
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Amonggt  the  many  practical  inferences  dedu- 
cibk  from  the  subject,  I  can  only  mention  three 
of  a  very  obvious  and  simple  character. 

I.  The  solicitude  of  Abraham  for  the  child, 

^^m  Ood  had  already  given  him.     The  son 

of  the  promise  is  now  to  be  given ;  but  Abra- 

^  cannot  overcome  the  yearnings  of  nature ; 

^  fearful  lest  his  eldest  bom  should  be  alto- 

9Hher  rejected,  his  parental  feelings  almost 

^^tle  with  the  promises  of  God,  and  he  cries, 

^''  0  that  Ithmael  might  live  before  Thee  !  " » 

^  though  he  had  pleaded,  "  1  know  that  one 

^Qall  be  bom  from  me  and  Sarah  my  wife,  for 

^iom  Thou  wilt  reserve  thy  especial  favour ; 

^t  let  not  the  son  whom  Thou  hast  already 

^Wen  me  be  cast  out  and  neglected.     Continue 

^^^Wy  I  beseech  Thee  unto  me,  and  bless  him 

^l%o/'     How  beautiful  the  pattern  of  parental 

^oHcitude  which  this  earnest  prayer  exhibits! 

^Af  J  christian  brethren,  to  whom  the  God  of  all 

^^l^e  fiEunilies  of  the  earth  hath  given  children,  as 

in  the  hand  of  a  mighty  man,  do  you 

watch  at  the  gate  of  mercy  with  a  similar 

j>^rtition  ?    Do  you  pray  that  your  children  may 

live  before  God  ?    Extend  your  prayers,  I   be- 

*  Oen.  xri  18. 


■0.\^-  .    .A  {ox 


iwo" 


life    .  , 


lir 


,o»i« 


[OW^ 


*e»>' 


litt*' 


^ije*= 


<l 


,«*«'; 
^^''l 


.!» 


.«**. 


W-< 


wfew" 


COVENANT   RSNEWBO  AND   SEALED.         41 

to  tke  command  of  God.     When  the  gracious 

pnmuse  was  made  him,  he  fell  on  his  face,  and 

'•Qghed,^ — ^not  douhtingly,  but  delightedly,  as 

'^eD  as  reverentially.     "  He  staggered  not  at 

^  promise  of  God^  through  unbeliefs  but  woi 

^irtmg  in  faith^  giving  glory  to  God"  *     His 

^  the  joy  of  faith ;  for  no  doubt  at  this  time 

tile  eye  of  his  belief  was  partially  opened  to  see 

tile  day  of  the  Son  of  Man ;  and  he  saw  it,  and 

^  glad.     That  faith  led  him  to  an  immediate 

^^rd  of  the  divine  command.     The  self-same 

^J,   he  himself,  his  son,    and   his  household 

^^ere  circumcised.       He  makes   no   difficulty, 

•'ies  for  no  exemption  on  the  ground  of  his  own 

^&e,  or  all  the  variety  of  excuses  which  a  rebeU 

^Ous  heart  might  have  offered,  and  which  would 

P^bably  have  been,  not  merely  plausible,  but 

^Onyincing  to  the  world  around  him.  He  makes 

'^aste  and  delays  not  to  keep  the  commandmenjts 

of  God.      And  when  covenant  promises  come 

Home  to  the  heart  in  their  power  and  sweetness, 

K^alized  there  by  the  hand  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 

obedience  to  covenant  duties  must  be  not  only 

pctrformed  without  murmuring,  but  offered  with 

delight.    It  must  not  be  a  matter  of  calculation 

'  Rom,  It.  20.  .  / 
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whether  these  duties  be  painful  or  plc&sant  to  1 
flesh  and  blood.     One  question  is  aloiio  to  be 
asked  by  every  christian, — "  Is  this  duty  accor- 
ding to  God's  pleasure  and  appointment  ?  Then 
will  I  rise  up  in  the  strength  of  God  to  perfonn 
it;  and  I  will  run  tlie  way  of  iiis  commandments,  ^ 
as  He  shall  set  my  heart  at  liberty."     Shew  lliat:» 
you  have   indeed   embraced  the   promises,  by^ 
holy  and  self-denying  zeal  for  ail  the  prccept^u: 
of  God. 

III.  The  viilling  submiation  of  Abraham"^  i 
household.  A  rile  is  enjoined  upon  them,  painara 
ful  in  itself,  and  calculated  to  bring  them  intiv 
contempt  with  the  people,  among  whom  thc^a 
dwelt.  It  might  be  fitting  for  Abraham  hiia^ 
self,  and  his  son  Isbmael  to  submit  to  its  shanz:^ 
and  anguish.  But  why  should  they  who  we~ 
born  in  his  house — why  especially  should  tha^^ 
who  were  only  bought  with  money,  and  inig 
therefore  be  supposed  to  have  little  sympai^V 
with  their  master's  relation  to  God,  ho  cail^^ 
upon  for  the  same  sacrifice?  and  that  sacri&~  ' 
being  demanded,  why  should  they  make  it  wic^ 
,  out  one  recorded  murmur  ?  The  questioa  cr  -^ 
only  be  answered  by  the  suppositiou,  that  Ab^tfi 
ham  had  been  blessed  in  teaching  tliem  the  ^i'^^ 
of  the  Lord,  and  mak'"~  'i— -    '='-"  i.:—      ■ 
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l>eGeTer8  in  the  salvation  of  the  promised  Seed. 
£xercise  the  same  holy  diligence  and  devoted- 
11688,  in  those  families,  at  whose  head  God  hath 
placed  you ;  and  look  to  a  gracious  present  re- 
^vard|  in  seeing  them,  or  some  of  them  at  least, 
pepared  to  follow  you  in  the  way  of  life,  by 
taking  up  their  cross,  and  bearing  it  cheerfully 
l)efore  God  in  the  universality  of  holy  obe- 
tfence. 


SERMON  XXIII.- 


THE    ANGEL    JEHOVAH    AFI'EARS    TO    ASnAIIAM. 

GENESIS  XVIII.  17—19. 
Thd  Loud  um.  Shall  I  i 


The  great  operations  of  nature  npon  the  sl. 
face  of  the  world,  are  usually  preceded  by  aig 
and  warnings  of  their  approach.  Even  C 
copious  showers,  wliereby  the  fields  are  ~ 
freshed,  testify  of  their  t-oming  by  tbr-Iowci 
sky,  and  by  some  heavy  drops,  to  qssufh  us  tJ 
the  windows  of  heaven  are  about  to  be  open- 
and  that  there  is  a  sound  of  abimdftncc  of 
A  similar  procedure  may  be  obsen-ed,  both^ 
the  general  history  of  llie  RedeemM-'s 
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^i  in  the  less  obvious  records  of  individual 
experience.     The  promise  made  to  Abraham, 
^d  embraced  by  him  through  faith,  both  for 
Umselfi  and  for  his  gracious  posterity,  was  now 
•^pon  the    eve   of    fulfilment:    and   therefore 
^'^er,  and  more  frequent  manifestations  of  the 
^vine  purposes  are  made  to  him  than  hereto- 
'^'e.    Those  which  are  at  present  to  be  consi- 
dered, demand  and  deserve  our  devout  attention, 
^ay  the  Author  and  Finisher  of  Abraham's 
^th,  bless  the  consideration  to  our  hearts ! 

There  are  two  principal  subjects,  into  which 
^is  portion  of  his  history  may  be  divided. 

I.  The  mysterious  visit  with  which  he 
^As  favoured. 

It  came  gradually,  and  almost  imperceptibly, 
l^lce  the  approach  of  day  to  the  earth :  or  as  the 
Siin  of  Righteousness  in  Christian  experience  o^ 
^  'vine  mercy,  so  often  rises  upon  man*s  heart 
life  eternal,  with  healing  in  his  wings.  In 
lis  case,  as  in  the  kingdom  of  God  within  the 
^nl,  there  was  *^Jirtt  the  bktde,  then  the  ear, 

after  that,  the  full  com  in  the  ear.''  > 
(1.)  The  Manifestation  itself    Jehovah  ap* 
W^^ared  unto  Jbraham  in  the  plains  (or  under 


Mark  iv.  2& 
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llic  oiiks,)  of  Mamre."  '     But  how  ivas  the  ama- 
zing disclosure  made  ?     He  sat  in  the  teat  door 
in  the  heat  of  the  day  ;  employed,  it  may  be,  in 
considering  the  goodness  of  God,  and  calling 
upOQ  his  soul  to  exercise  faith  on  promises  lately   — ^ 
renewed,  in  a  manner  the  most  gracious,  bui— ■ 
still  in  no  sensible  train  of  accomplishment ;  ftnJF^ 
probably  also,  calling  upon  God  to  strengther.^ 
his  soul,  still  to  wait  the  fulness  of  Jehovah""^ 
time,   when  the  blessing  should  be  piven  8ti.^c3 
enjoyed.     He  sat  there  also,  as  it  would  appea=^ 
on  the  watch  for  any  travellers  who  mi^t  I 
oppressed   and  fainting   beneath  tJie  DOon-<i 
sun ;  to  bring  them  into  his  tent,  for  rest  t 
refreshment.     And  the  mind  of  a  believer  w 
always  find  itself  expanded  with  love  to  o 
while  it  dwells  upon  the  assurances  of  a  Sarioi 
love  to  itself,  and  communes  willi  the  thro 
of  grace   in  prayer.     While   thus    employ 
"  Abraham  UJled  tip  his  eyet,  and  looked,  . 
lo,  three  men  ttood  beside  him:  (or  rather  op^ 
sit«  to  him  as  he  sat,  and  at  some  little  diata:=~ 
from  him,    and  when  he  saw  ihem  he  ran  to  ir^^ 
them  from   the    tent-door,    and    bowed    iiu^c— 
toward  the  ground.""    Upon  the  nature  of  tte'nw  J 


JEHOVAH    APPEARS   TO   ABRAHAM.  47 

tliree  mysterious  visitants,  various  opinions  have 
lieen  held  in  the  Church.     Many  of  its  early 
Others  maintained,  that  the  adorable  Trinity   ' 
^08  appeared  to  Abraham  in  a  visible  form : 
^d  their  conclusion  is  adopted  by  learned  and 
«oJy  writers  in  more  modem  times.*     Among 
^  rest,   lightfoot,  in  his  summary  of  this 
chapter,  observes,     "  The  three  persons  in  the 
-I^dni^  dine  with  Abraham,  and  again  foretel 
^e  birth  of  Isaac.     The  Son  and  the  Holy 
^liost  go  down  to  Sodom ;  but  the  first  person 
^  the  Trinity  stays  with  Abraham,  and  conde- 
scends to  his  prayer,  as  long  as  he  asks."  ^     To 
^y  own  mind,  however,  this  view  of  the  case  is 
^ticompassed  with  difficulties  hardly  to  be  sur- 
^^ounted;    and  especially    with  those   arising 
^om  a  visible  presence  of  God  the  Father,  and 
Cored  the  Holy  Ghost,  invested  with  the  form  of 
Our  human  nature,   and  with  the  declaration 
icftiade  in  the  next  chapter,  by  two  of  the  three, 
**  that  Jehovah    had    sent    them    to    destroy 
Sodom.'*    The  general  and  most  simple  con- 
olusbn  seems  to  be,  not  that  it  was  a  manifes- 
tation of  the  whole  Trinity,  nor  yet,  that  the 
tlree  who  appeared  were  created  angels,  taking 

*  See  Witnos  on  the  Covenant,  quoted  by  Biddulph. 
'  Lightfoot*8  Woriu,  II.  91. 
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inoommimicable  name  of  Jehovah  is  ascrib- 
» Him  more  than  ten  times  in  this  and  the 
iring  chapter. 

)  Him  then,  as  invested  with  some  visible 
ess  of  majesty,  the  patriarch  addressed 
slf  with  the  lowliness  of  civil  reverence ; 
ise  the  disclosure  of  superhuman  glory  had 
«t  been  fully  made  ;  beseeching  Him,  and 
nnpanions  in  travel,  to  enter  and  refresh 
selves  within  the  tent.  A.nd  thus,  in  the 
dse  of  that  hospitality  wherewith  the 
tie  exhorts  us  not  to  forget  to  entertain 
gers,  ^  he  himself,  and  Lot,  the  same 
ng  entertained  angels  unawares.  It  is  a 
ct  wondrous  in  itself,  and  deeply  interest- 
to  contemplate,  that  the  Lord  of  life  and 
should  tread  the  plains,  and  shelter 
lelf  beneath  the  oaks  of  Mamre,  to  bring 
issing  to  Abraham :  even  as,  when  He 
J  assumed  our  flesh,  and  tabernacled  in  it, 
sat  wearied  and  thirsty  by  the  well  of 
ar,  that  He  might  seek  and  save  a  sinful 
an  of  that  unbelieving  city.  But  as  no- 
\  iM  too  hard  for  Omnipotence  to  perform, 
»thing  is  so  low,  as  to  be  beneath  the  con- 

^  Heb.  xiiL  2. 
»L.   II.  D 
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descensions  of  Infinite  Love  1  It  18  a  fiutfafili! 
saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Cbrial 
.Tesuscarae  into  the  world, — that  tlie  Son  of  God 
took  human  nature  upon  Him,  to  seek  aod  t 
save  thai  which  was  lost. 

Ahraham  and  Lot  entertained  angela  un 
awares.  Deeply  and  ahundoody  was  the  hoi 
pitality  of  each  recompensed  and  oferpaid.. 
"  II  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receir 
Was  it  more  Elijah's  or  the  widow's  gain,  whes 
he  took  of  her  cake,  and  of  her  oil  from  th« 
hottom  of  the  cruse  ?  Was  it  more  tlie  hupp^ 
ness  of  Zaccheus,  that  he  received  the  Lord 
gladly  ;  or  of  Jesus  who  condescended  to  abide  at 
ills  house  ?  There  can  be  no  hesitntiou  aboot' 
the  answer.  And  let  me  ask  those  who  hav» 
received  any  of  tlie  ser^'ants  of  God,  and  giro^ 
them  the  prophet's  chamber,  and  the  prophet^ 
meal,  whether  they  have  not  found  their  guesti 
leaving  a  blessing  behind  them,  iu  same  Ink- 
grance  of  the  alabaster  box  of  ointment,  wfaetf 
they  talked  of  the  love  of  Jesus,  carried  tl 
by  Him  to  the  mercy  seat  of  God  in  prayetg 
and  bade  them  know  in  the  depths  ot  gracioot 
experience,  that  where   two   of  three  were  met 
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together  in  his  name,  there  was  He  in  the  midst 
of  them  t 

The  Word  of  God  is  coming  on  a  message 
of  judgment  to   Sodom :  but  He  stops  by  the 
way,  upon  an  errand  of  love  to  Abraham.  Of  this 
nUore  is  the  high  commission  wherewith  the 
Father  hath  endowed  Him.     He  is  on  the  way 
St  this  hour,  to  take  vengeance  on  them  who 
haw  not  God,  and  obey  not  his  Gospel.     But 
He  tarried  for  a  while  in  the  tents  of  earth  ; 
uid  He  tarries  at  this  moment  in  the  taberna- 
cles of  glory  above,  upon  employments  of  mercy 
to  his  people — to  purify  every  believer  in  his 
name,  from  sin,  in  the  laver  of  his  atonement, 
and  to  number   that  happy  object  of  his  love 
among  his  saints,  for  glory  everlasting.  Nay,  He 
tarries  to  knock  at  the  door  of  all  our  hearts. 
Open  them,  O  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  by  the  Al- 
mig^tiness    of  thy  grace  !     And  then,  blessed 
Saviour,  enter  them  with  Thyself  and  thy  sal- 
vation; and  manifest  Thyself  unto   them,   as 
Thou  dost  not  unto  the  world ! 

(S)  The  communications  vouchsafed  to  Abra- 
ham were  entirely  worthy  of  the  manifestation 
which  the  Son  of  Ood  had  condescended  to 
make.  That  entertainment,  which  a  believing 
heart  provides  for  the   Saviour    in    the  glad 
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readiness  of  its  faith,  He  delights  to  accept 
liis  own  Holy  Ghost  hath  made  the  praparati<m 
ivithin  it :  aud  He  invariably  blesses  the  exhU 
bition  of  those  graces,  which  He  has  iiuplantod 
in  the  heart.  Accordi.igly  we  find,  that  wlieQ 
Abraham's  feast  was  ended,  the  angels 
unto  him,  "  Where  h  Sarah  tkif  vii/e?"  AnA 
he  said,  "Behold,  in  the  tent."  '  Then  follows 
the  promise,  which  Omnipotence  alone  could 
make ;  and  which  therefore  He  in  whom  that 
Almightiness  was  vested,  could  alone  pronounceji' 
"He  said,  I  will  certainly  return  unto  thet^ 
according  to  the  time  of  life,  (either  at  the  car-n 
responding  period  of  the  following  year, 
when  Sarali  might  become  a  mother  in  ths', 
course  of  nature,)  and  lo,  Sarah  thy  tvi/e  <AoA^ 
have  a  son."  ^  Men  exercise  a  morbid  sensiblT* 
lity  towards  any  doubt  of  their  truthfulni 
when  they  prombe  to  others  ;  and  deeply  rraea^ 
the  least  hesitation  to  give  them  full  and 
diate  credit  for  all  they  undertake.  Chlist, 
the  other  hand,  whom  the  unbelief  of  his  chilj 
dren  every  moment  dishonours,  and  the  root«4t 
infidelity  of  his  enemies  every  moment  defiei 
meekly  and  mercifully  repeats  his  promisei 
and  rebukes  only  thus,  and  by  fulfilling  them. 
'  Ocn.  Tviii.  9.  *  Ucn.  xriii  10. 
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As  the  blessing  approaches — nay  at  the  very 
time  when  it  is  about  to  be  conferred,  Sarah 
hesitates  to  give  God  credence  in  his  announce- 
ment ;  as  though  the  tidings  were  too  joyful  to 
be   true.     She    laughed — not    in   the  joy   of 
Abraham's  simple  faith  on  a  former  occasion, 
when  the  same  promise  was  made,   but  with  a 
mixture  of  incredulity  and  delight :  and  she  is 
reproved  by  that  unwearied   love,  wherewith, 
iriien  sin  aboundeth  in  the  children  of  God, 
grace  doth  much  more  abound.  She  is  rebuked 
with  a  mild  dignity,   which   the  mercy   that 
dweDs  in  the  heart,  and  rises  from  the  sympa- 
thies of  Christ  can  ouly  exhibit — rebuked  both 
finr  the  first  unbelief,  and  for  the  subsequent 
fidsehood,   wherewith   she  vainly  endeavoured 
to  doke  her  sin.     "  She    denied,    taying,   I 
ktughed  not.  And  He  said,  Nay,  hut  thou  didst 
kmgh.^  ^     May  God  pity,  pardon,  and  remove 
oar  unbelief!     Is  any  thing  too  hard  for  the 
Lordt   Does  one  trembler  here  look  for  mercy ; 
fed  the  sweetness  of  a  promise  ;  feel  the  need 
of  ity  as  God  in  his  Son  hath  held  it  forth  to 
the  Christian's  hope ;  and  yet  doubt  whether  it 
be  not  too  much  to  expect?     Remember  his 

'  Qtn.  xfiiL  15. 
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own  encouragement  to  prayer.  Plead  with 
Him,  that  the  hand  of  the  Holy  Ghost  m^ 
lift  you  above  the  dark  valley  of  distrust,  and 
Jix  you  upon  the  faithfulness  of  those  enfags* 
ments,  which  are  sealed  and  made  sure  in  the 
blood  of  Christ.  "  Lord,  I  believe,  help  That 
mine  unbelief." '  Enter  upon  a  present  enjoyw 
ment  of  all  the  exceeding  great  and  precioua 
promises,  by  a  present  faith  ;  and  let  your  son! 
delight  itself  in  their  fatness.  "  BUxted  it  tht 
that  believed;  for  there  shall  be  a  performane$ 
of  those  things  which  were  told  her  of  the  Lord."' 
These  things  being  done  in  the  tent,  "  tka 
men  rose  up  from  thence,  and  looked  towanU 
Sodom  :  and  Abraham  went  with  them  la  bring 
them  on  the  way" '  He  could  not  lightly  re 
a  fellowship  so  delightful  as  this.  His  heart 
had  burned  within  him,  while  the  SBvioiS' 
talked  with  him,  and  if  he  could  not  aecoM 
that  Saviour's  stay,  he  would  at  least  attend 
Him  for  awhile.  And  sure  I  am,  that  they 
who  have  been  with  Him  on  the  mount,  and 
found  it  good  to  be  there,  have  eagerly  sought 
to  prolong  their  happy  communion,  and  felt 
their  hearts  sink  within  them,  when  He  hsdt 
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gone  up  from  them  in  the  place  where  He 
talked  with  them.  Abraham's  zeal  for  com- 
panioiiship  with  his  Lord,  had  a  gracious 
retam :  for,  as  on  the  eyening  of  his  resurrec- 
tion Jesus  opened  the  understandings  of  his 
two  disciples,  to  understand  the  Scriptures, 
while  He  talked  with  them  by  the  way,  and  sat 
at  meat  with  them  in  the  house  where  they  had 
eonstrained  BLim  to  enter — so  did  He  inform 
his  disciple,  at  this  time,  of  his  purposes  of 
judgment  to  others,  as  well  as  of  imbounded 
m^cy  to  himsel£  **  The  Lord  said,  Shall  I 
Ode  from  Abraham  that  thing  which  I  do; 
seeimg  that  Abraham  shall  surely  become  a 
great  and  mighty  nation ;  and  all  the  nations 
of  tie  earth  shall  be  blessed  in  Him  ?  "  ^  Mark 
then,  how  graciously  our  Lord  manifests  his 
poxpoBes,  when  He  manifests  them  at  all,  to  those 
irho  follow  Him  in  faith.  ''  He  that  loveth  Me 
ekallbe  loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him 
amd  will  manifest  myself  unto  him"  ^  "  Hence- 
forth,"* said  He  to  lus  disciples,  **  I  call  you 
not  servants;  for  the  servant  knoweth  not  what 
hie  Lord  doeth  ;  but  I  have  called  you  friends  ; 
for  all  things  that  I  have  heard  of  my  Father ,  I 

1  Gok  ZTiii  17, 18.  '  John  xiv.  21. 
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haee    made   known  unto  you."'      The    secret 
of  the  Lord  is  with  lliem  that  fear  Him. 

Mercies  from  God  never  come  alone  to  fan 
holy  scrvajits.  One  leads  another  by  the  hand ; 
and  they  succeed  each  otlier  through  every 
step  of  the  pilgrimage.  To  him  that  hath  shall 
more  be  given,  and  lie  shall  abound.  Abraham 
is  to  be  a  great  and  mighty  nation  ;  and  he  i» 
to  be  the  depository  of  divine  intentions :  partly 
to  distinguish  him,  and  partly  because  he  will 
be  the  medium  of  testifying  of  God's  Irulh  to 
succeeding  generations.  When  the  heart- 
searching  Saviour  hath  tried  his  servants  aoA. 
found  them  faithful,  they  may  expect  nearer 
and  dearer  communications  of  his  will.  "  I 
know  him,  that  he  will  command  his  children 
and  kis  household  after  him,  and  they  *haU  ke^p 
the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  justice  and  judgment,  I 
that  the  Lord  may  briny  upon  Abraham  that 
which  He  hath  spoken  of  him."*  He  would  pro- 
mote the  glory  of  God  in  his  own  family ;  and 
he  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  exercising  hii' 
zeal  and  love  for  others.  He  has  also  rela- 
tions in  Sodom,  and  they  shall  be  delivered. 
The  advantages  of  family  religion,  never  stay 
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within  the  threshold  where  they  are  first  com* 
municated.  They  who  are  witnesses  for  God 
within  the  doors  of  their  own  habitations,  shall 
bear  testimony  fiEirther  than  they  imagine ;  and 
they  shall  be  blessed  in  their  deed. 

The  denunciations  being  made  against  Sodom, 
two  of  the  angels  departed  thitherward,  on 
their  solemn  errand,  of  inquisition  and  ven- 
geance. But  Abraham  stood  yet  before  the 
Lord.  How  then  did  he  employ  these  privi- 
ledged  moments  of  holy  intercourse  with  Je- 
hovah ?  Not  in  improving  the  manifestations 
of  love  and  favour  already  vouchsafed  him,  for 
his  own  personal  or  family  advantage ;  but  in 
disinterestedly  attempting  to  deprecate  the 
wrath  of  Jehovah  against  the  guilty  cities 
wherein  Lot  dwelt.     I  notice  then, 

IL  The  Intercession  of  Abraham  in 
FAVOUR  OF  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 

It  sufficed  him  not  to  stand  yet  before  the 
Lord :  he  availed  himself  of  the  tokens  of  divine 
condescension,  to  draw  nigh  unto  Jehovah,  in 
the  full  and  confiding  supplication  of  that  holy 
familiaxi^  which  the  great  Mediator  of  the 
covenant  allowed  him.  His  prayer  was  fer- 
vent,— ^it  was  that  of  lowly  reverence,  and  soul- 
prostration  ;  but  it  was  also  that  of  faith  in  his 
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Saviour's  mercy.  "JVilt  Thou  alaodettny  the 
righteous  with  the  wicked?  ">  He  does  not  In- 
stance Lot  by  name,  but  includes  bim  &moDg 
the  holy  servants  of  God,  who  (aa  he  trusted) 
might  yet  be  found  within  the  guilty  circuit  of 
the  five  cities,  Sodom,  Gomorrah,  Adniah,  Ze- 
boim,  and  Zoar ;  of  which  the  first  was  the  me- 
trt^olis  in  greatness  as  in  crime,  and  therefore 
put  for  ail  the  rest.  Among  them  all,  he  hoped 
that  fifty  righteous  yet  remained.  He  exer- 
cised the  judgment  of  that  holy  charity,  which 
sits  so  gracefully  upon  the  children  of  God,  in 
forming  their  opinion  of  others;  but  which  is, 
alas,  a  grace  so  rare,  and  of  such  Utile  growth 
among  those,  who  knowing  their  own  guilt,  and 
utter  hopelessness,  except  from  the  Sovereignty 
of  mercy  to  them  in  a  vicarious  Atonement, 
should  therefore  hope  the  best  concerning 
others. 

Abraham's  plea  is  remarkable;  "  Wilt  tiou 
also  destroy,  and  not  spare  the  city  for  lAt 
jijiy  righteous  that  are  (  ar  may  be  J  therein  ?  "' 
If  the  holy  seed  were  thus  to  br  the  substance 
of  the  cities  of  the  plain  ;  and  their  indwelling 
to  be,  as  it  were,   a  shield    interposed  between 
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the  guilty  and  the  wrath  of  God,  how  safely 
may  the  righteousness  of  Him,  in  whom  his 
true  disciples  are  the  righteousness  of  God,  be 
represented  before  the  throne,  and  pleaded  in 
God*s  hearing  as  an  infinitely  valid  reason,  why 
He  should  turn  away  firom  his  anger,  and  spare, 
and  be  appeased !  Does  not  a  praying  Chris- 
dan  fitly  look  unto  the  Judge  of  aU  the  earth 
to  do  right,  whensoever  he  brings  forward  the 
Righteousness  of  God  his  Saviour  ?  Blessed  be 
Gt>d,  there  is  One,  in  the  dark  and  dismal 
guiltiness  that  overspreads  the  Sodom  of  our 
nature,  able  to  save  his  servants  from  their  sins ; 
and  whose  Righteousness  is  unto  all,  and  upon 
aO  them  that  believe.  Are  any  of  you  stand- 
ing before  the  Lord,  admitted  into  a  happy 
nearness  of  commimion  with  Him  ?  Improve 
his  presence,  in  behalf  of  those  who  are  yet 
lying  in  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death ;  as 
ihe  Church  in  the  Song  of  Solomon  is  zealous 
for  the  Gentiles  who  knew  not  God,  "  fFe 
have  a  little  sister  ;  what  shall  toe  do  for  her  in 
the  day  when  she  shall  be  spoken  for  ?  "  *  And 
while  the  unbelievers  around  you,  little  reck 
of  your  appeals  to  the  mercy  of  God  in   their 
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,  put  Him  i 


II  reinembrance  concerning 
lo  rest,  in  the  hope  that  He 
may  yet  bring  them  unto  Jesus,  and  make  then* 
pass  from  death  unto  hfe,  in  his  work  of  AU 
mighty  mercy  upon  them.  When  Augustua 
Csesur  overcame  liis  rival  Anthony,  and  loofc 
Alexandria,  its  citizens  expected  only  ruin  ;  bufc 
lie  proclaimed  its  pardon,  for  the  sake  of  hit 
friend  Arius  the  philosopher  who  dwelt  there. 
With  what  assurance  then,  of  hope  should 
Cluistians  be  remembrancerH  with  God,  that  He 
may  spare  the  transgressors  around  them,  for 
his  Son's  sake,  who  dwelt  among  them;  who 
came  to  save  even  the  chief  of  sinners ;  and 
with  whose  glorious  mediatorial  work  and  Per- 
son, the  Father  is  always  well  pleased  I  If 
there  be  a  few  names,  even  in  Sardis,  which 
have  not  defiled  their  garments,  and  which  shall 
walk  with  the  King  of  Saints  in  white,  because 
they  are  worthy  in  his  worthiness,  they 
to  be  unwearied  and  fervent  advocates  ft 
dead  and  careless  souls  in  whose  ncighb< 
hoods  they  dwell.  "  The  effectual  ft 
jtrayer  of  a  righteous  man  availcth  much." 
The  holy  followers  of  God    are  the  supj 


JEHOVAH   APPEARS   TO   ABRAHAM.  61 

^Od  Stability  of  any  land.     Laban's  flock   in- 
^^feases  for  Jacob's  sake.     A  blessing  falls^  not 
^Haly  on  Potiphar'shouse,  but  upon  Egypt,  be- 
^^ause  of  Joseph.      When  the  holy  seed  that 
S^rows  in  any  outward  Church,  among  its  unbe- 
Iteringand  ungodly   members,  is  ripened  and 
fathered  in,  God  will  pull  down  its  hedges,  and 
l«iy  it  waste,  and  command  his  clouds  that  they 
^irain  no  rain  upon  it.     He  can  do  nothing  until 
'khey  be  out  of  the  way ;  and  by  their  holy  zeal, 
tiie  anger  of  God  is  sometimes  turned  away 
£rom   the  camp  of  Israel ;  as  the  plague  was 
stayed,  when  Phineas  stood  up  and  executed 
judgment ;  or  as  God  pardoned  the  host,  when 
Joshua  stood  on  his  side,  in  the  matter  of  Achan. 
My  Christian  brethren,  who  have  graciously 
been  taught  the  holy  art  of  wrestling  with  God 
for  yourselves,  abound  in  intercession  for  others. 
Your  hearts  will  surely  then  be  enlarged,  when 
you  can  pour  them  out  for  guilty,  godless  rela- 
tives /  for  a  guilty  and  a  godless  people  ;  that 
they   may  be  snatched  as  brands  out  of  the 
burning.     Open  your  mouth  wide,   and  God 
will  fill  it  with  answered  prayer.     If  God  hath 
testified  to  you,  in  the  Bible,  of  his  coming  wrath 
against  sinners; — ^if  your  faith   hath   received 
the  record ; — ^if  you  tremble  for   them,  while. 
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sunk  in  UBbelicf,  and  alienation,  and  insenu- 
biiity,  thej'  caro  not  for  themselves,  why  is  the 
knowledge  of  their  peril  given,  except  that  joo 
should  abound  in  petition  for  them?  When 
the  spirit  of  grace  and  supplication  is  ponred 
out  upon  you,  should  it  not  overflow  frora  vour 
hearts  on  their  behalf?  We  have  here  the  first 
recorded  prajer :  and  let  us  not  forget  that  iU 
character  is  purely  intercessory. 

Divine  condescension  emboldens  Abraham  to 
persist  in  beseeching  Jehovah's  mercy  towards 
these  guilty  cities.  Every  petition  brings  him 
nearer  to  a  number  so  small,  that  surely  he 
may  not  hesitate  to  think  he  has  satisfied  the 
requirement  of  God,  and  ensured  the  safely  of 
Sodom.  And  at  every  petition  does  the  myv 
terious  angel  graciously  and  tenderly  tempt  him 
to  go  onwards ;  until  at  length  he  comes  within 
ten  persona :  they,  he  doubts  not  may  be  found, 
without  passing  beyond  the  family  of  Lot. 
Fearing  therefore  to  trespass  further  upon  the 
condescending  grace,  which  had  hitherto  borM 
with  him,  he  ceases  to  pray.  So  long  however, , 
as  the  petitioner  continues  to  ask,  does  God 
continue  to  grant.  Abraham  wearies  in  prayer, 
while  .Tehovah  is  unwearied  in  hearing  and  an- 
swering his  supplication.     Shall  you  then,  to 
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wiKnn  the  life  of  prayer  is  the  life  of  peace,  and 
joji  and  privilege,  as  well  as  the  life  of  ap- 
pointed duty,  restrain  prayer  before  God,  while 
onbelievera  are  perishing  around  you;  while 
your  Father  who  is  in  heaven,  is  always  more 
ready  to  give  than  you  to  ask;  and  whUe  He 
waits  to  bless  you,  for  yourselves  and  others, 
according  to  his  riches  in  glory  by  Christ 
Jesus  ? 

The  mediation  of  Abraham  was  unsuccessful, 
not,  as  I  imagine,  because  God  by  some  secret 
impulse  overruled  him  from  praying  longer,  in 
behalf  of  Sodom,  as  when  he  closed  the  pro- 
phet's lips  from  interceding  for  his  sinful  heritage, 
"  Therefore  pray  not  thou  for  this  people ;  nei- 
ther lift  up  cry  nor  prayer  for  them ;  neither 
make  intercession  to  Me  :  for  I  will  not  hear 
theey^ ' — but  because  Abraham  himself  thought 
his  request  now  secure,  and  ceased  to  wrestle 
with  God.  There  is  however  a  Mediator, 
whose  Advocacy  never  fails,  because  his  plea  of 
merit  is  infinitely  precious  in  the  Father's  eye  ; 
and  because  He  ever  liveth  to  make  interces- 
sion for  all  who  come  unto  God  by  Him.  Seek 
the  footstool  of  mercy  in  his  name  :  ^^  Ash^  and 

*  Jer.  vii.  16. 
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t/e  shall  have ;  seek,  and  ye  tkali  finds  knock 
and  it  sJtall  be  opened  unto  you." ' 

And  you,  for  whom  ihey  who  have  gracious 
access  to  their  Father  in  heaven,  are  pleadini^ 
ever  with  groanings  that  cannot  bo  uttered, 
while  you  are  yourselves  careless  of  your  miser/ 
and  danger, — you,  over  whose  heads  God's  saints 
behold  the  sword  of  his  justice  and  vengeance 
hanging  as  by  a  thread,  while  you  are  banquet- 
ting  beneath  it  unmoved  and  secure,  I  intreat 
the  mercy  of  the  Most  High,  on  your  behalf. 
You  against  whom  the  Daniels  whose  fellowship 
is  with  the  Father,  and  ivith  his  Son  Jesus  Christ 
in  prayer,  see  the  hand  writing  upon  the  wall 
which  declares  you  to  be  weighed  and  found 
wanting,  doomed,  sentenced,  atid  about  to 
die  for  e\-er,  while  you,  slumbering,  cannot 
observe  the  sentence,  because  the  god  of  tliis 
world  hath  blinded  your  eyes, — I  pray,  in  deep 
anxiety  for  your  deliverance,  that  the  God 
of  lieaven  may  enable  you  to  discover  that . 
there  is  but  a  step  between  you  and  dcatil. 
"  Ag  it  was  in  the  d^ys  of  Lot,  Ik^ty  did  eat,  , 
they  drank,  they  bought,  they  told,  fhef 
planted,  they  builded ;  but   the  tame  day  that 
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Lot  went  out  of  Sodom,  it  rained  fire  and  brim' 
stone  from  the  Lord  out  of  heaven,  and  destroyed 
them  all.  Even  thus  shall  it  be  in  the  day 
when  the  Son  of  Man  shall  be  revealed.^  Do  not 
think  that  because  you  are  insensible,  God  is 
forgetful ;  that  because  you  dream  of  security^ 
He  will  sleep  also,  and  never  awaken  you, 
"  To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not 
your  hearts.*  Behold  now  is  the  accepted  time, 
behold,  now  is  tite  day  of  salvation  /  "  ^  The 
Lord  may  be  now  tarrying,  while  some  of  Abra- 
ham's spiritual  children  are  imploring  Him  to 
save  you.  He  stops  perhaps,  until  their  prayer 
is  poured  out,  and  their  lips  closed,  and  then 
He  may  go  towards  you  in  the  city  of  your  sins. 
If  He  find  you  there,  find  you  out  of  Jesus 
Christy  find  you  girdled  with  walls  of  brass  in 
your  unbelief,  will  they  be  too  strong  for  Him 
to  break?  The  men  of  Sodom  might  have 
resisted  an  earthly  foe,  but  when  the  fire  and 
brimstone  fell  down  firom  heaven,  the  dreadful 
tempest  did  its  office,  and  the  sinners  were 
overwhelmed  in  that  awful  deluge  of  fiame. 
Tou  can  no  more  put  aside  the  Arm  of  God, 
than  they  could  avert  the  storm  of  fire.     Arise 

■  Lake  zriL  2S— 30.         '  PaalmxcT.  7.         *  2  Cor.  ?i.  2. 
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then,  and  pray  for  yourselves.  Are  you  guilty  I 
Clirist  will  be  your  Righteousness.  Are  yoa 
polluted?  He  will  be  your  Sanctifcation.  Are 
you  in  spiritual  bondage !  He  will  be  your 
Almighty  Redemption.  Are  you  lying  among 
the  pots  of  habitual  sin  f  He  will  create  you 
anew  unto  good  works,  and  "ye  tUall  be  as  iht 
wings  of  a  dove,  covered  with  lilver,  and  h^r 
feathers  with  yellow  gold." ' 

'  PnlmliviiL  13. 
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THE   FORTUNES   OF   LOT. 
GENESIS  XX.  1. 

And  ABRAHAM  JOURNSYXD  PROM  THBNCB  TOWARD  THI  80UTB 
COUNTRY,     AJn>     DWRLT    BKTWXXN    KaDISH  AND  ShUR,  AND 
SOJOURNED  m  OlRAR. 

The  promise,  to  which  Ahraham's  hope  had 
long  clung,  was  now  about  to  be  accomplished, 
according  to  the  set  time  that  God  had  declared 
to  him,  in  the  plain  of  Mamre.  But  the  ark  of 
his  &ith  was  to  be  tossed  to  and  fro,  by  waves 
of  temptation  and  sorrow,  before  the  assured 
season  of  its  rest  arrived,  in  the  fulfilment  of 
divine  undertaking  concerning  him.  The  love 
of  man  which  ever  dwells  in  the  heart,  where 
the  love  of  God  hath  taken  up  its  abode, — the 
yearnings  of  affection  for  his  kindred, — his  holy 
submission  to  the  judgments  of  the  Most  High, 
the  stability  of  his  confidence  were  to  be 
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Sternly  tried,  before  the  birth  of  that  son,  iu 
whom  all  the  families  of  the  earth  should  be 
blessed,  as  well  as  himself  and  Sarah.  Some 
of  tliese  exercises  are  now  to  be  placed  in  a 
brief  and  rapid  sketch  before  you.  O  that  God 
the  Hoiy  Ghost  may  bring  them  home  with 
Almighty  power  to  every  one,  whether  a  follower 
of  Abraham's  faith,  or  yet  lying  in  the  sin  and 
peril  of  wilful  unbelief  ! 

1.  The  destruction  of  Sodoh  and  Go- 
morrah. 

It  is  the  duty  of  an  earthly  magistrate  dili- 
gently to  examine  into  those  offences,  n'hich 
his  office  calls  upon  him  to  punish.  And  "  shall 
not  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right  ?  "  '  The 
cry  of  those  guilty  cities  bad  come  up  to  God, 
because  their  sin  was  very  grievous.  But  in- 
stead of  visiting  them  with  instant  severity  and 
wrath,  and  raining  the  deluge  of  fire  and  brim- 
atone  upon  ihem  at  once  from  heaven,  He  de- 
termines to  make,  as  it  were,  an  in<]uixition 
upon  the  spot.  "  I  will  go  down  how,  and  tee 
whether  Iheg  have  done  altogether  according  to 
the  erg  of  it,  which  m  come  unto  Me  :  and  ^  not 
Twill  know." ^  The  Righteousness  of  Jehovah, 
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is  thus  graciously  manifested  to  his  servant,  in 
much  condescension.  Abraham's  mouth  is 
stopped ;  and  God  is  clear  when  He  judgeth. 
The  very  messengers  whom  He  sent,  must  add 
their  personal  testimony  on  the  spot,  to  that 
awful  cry,  which  the  sin  of  Sodom  had  already 
uttered  in  the  ear  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts.  Its 
citizens  gloried  in  the  shame  of  their  tremen- 
dous iniquity ;  and  a  miracle  from  God,  exerted 
to  save  the  angels  and  Lot  from  their  unnatural 
violence,  fidled  to  convince  them.  Sentence 
therefore  is  given  against  them,  and  must  now 
be  executed  without  delay.  God  had  long 
awaited  their  repentance;  and  a  few  hours 
before  had  even  invited  the  intercession  of 
Abraham  in  their  behalf.  But  there  is  a  limit 
even  to  that  mercy  which  flows  in  long-suffer- 
ing, from  the  depths  of  God*s  compassion 
towards  sinners :  and  if  they  will  not  only  remain 
impenitent,  but  even  challenge  Him  to  do  his 
worst,  vengeance  vrill  at  length  come  upon  them 
to  the  uttermost.  If  they  will  tempt  God  to  open 
the  windows  of  heaven,  and  descend  in  indig- 
nation, they  must  die  for  ever,  under  the  act  of 
their  daring  and  presumptuous  folly ;  like  that 
philosopher,  who  without  due  precaution,  en- 
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deavoured    to  bring  donii  lightadng  from    the 
clouds,  and  perished  in  the  experiment. 

The  SID  of  Sodom  had  reached  unto  liMTOl : 
tlic  smoke  of  her  guilt  had  gone  up,  as  tbe 
smoke  of  a  furnace,  enkindled  in  the  bottomless 
pit ;  and  the  smoke  of  her  burning  wiia  now  also  to 
go  up,  for  God  had  remembered  her  iniquities. 
When  all  was  ready,  and  these  sinners  against 
their  own  souls  had  lulled  themselves  into  per- 
fect security, —when  the  sun  was  risen  upon  the 
earth,— that  sun  which  they  thought  would  light 
them  to  new  scenes  of  profligate  dcliglit,  *'  the 
Lord  rained  upon  Sotioin  and  upon  Gomorraht 
brimntone  and  fire  from  the  Lord  out  of  heaven  -• 
atid  He  overthrew  thote  citiet,  and  all  the  plain, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities  and  thai 
which  grew  upon  the  ground."  *  They  arc  set 
forth  for  an  example,  suffering  the  vongcaocc, 
not  only  of  temporal  destruction,  but  of  etetnal 
fire, — not  merely,  as  I  imagine,  to  give  ths 
offending  world  a  type  of  hell, — uot  merely  to 
mark  the  wrath  of  God  against  iniquity  obdu> 
rately  committed,  by  exliibiting  the  standing 
wonder  of  the  Dead  Sea  to  be  his  witne^, 
while  the  earth  remains  unconsumed, — but  to 
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shew  the  terrors  of  everlasting  judgment,  as  de- 
nounced against  them  by  the  sentence  of  God. 
Our  blessed  Lord  Himself  has  so  represented 
their  condition :  and  it  is  no  proof  of  man's 
wisdom,  whaterer  it  may  be  of  his  morbid  and 
perverted  sensibility,  that  he  should  wish  to  be 
more  merciful  than  God,  even  than  God  in 
Christ  Jesus,  who  died  to  reconcile  the  world 
to  Himself. 

Conscience  may  now  be  steeped  in  sin,  and 
drugged  by  indulgence  into  stupor  and  insen- 
nbility  towards  the  judgment  of  the  great  day. 
But  that  judgment  must  come: — and,  once 
passed,  the  gnawing  of  the  worm  that  never 
dieth,  the  stings  of  an  awakened  conscience, 
fiircing  the  soul  to  a  dreadful  remembrance  of 
the  past,  infinite  grace  neglected,  and  the 
Redeemer's  Atonement  despised,  the  overflow- 
ing sense  of  present  misery,  with  no  pleasure  to 
b^uile  the  anguish,  the  hopelessness  of  the 
future,  the  absolute  despair  of  the  place  of 
woe,  which  language  may  not  tell,  nor  ima- 
gination paint,  will  form  a  dreadful  aggregate 
of  misery.  "  Consider  this,  ye  that  forget  God, 
kit  He  pluck  you  away,  and  there  be  none  to 
deliver  you.^^     If  in  a  sleepless  night,  any  im- 

>  PialmL22. 
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penitent  provoker  of  heaven's  wntlii  eounU  the 
hours,  and  every  minute  appears  tedious,  from  a 
mere  uiidcfinable  sense  of  weariness,  then  what 
will  he  do,  when  his  o!)durale  transgression  ahiLlI 
make  him  food  for  the  worm  that  never  dieth, 
and  fuel  for  the  fire  tliat  never  shall  be 
qiienched  T  "  WAo  shall  dwell  with  the  devour- 
ing fire  ?  who  shall  dwelt  with  the  evertatting 
burnings  ?  "  ' 

But  while  the  Lord  knoweth  how  to  reserve 
the  unjust  unto  the  day  of  judgment  to  be 
punished,  He  knowctli  ulso  how  to  deliver  the 
gndly  out  of  temptations,  and  to  snatch  them 
from  dangers,  into  which  their  own  eovetous- 
ness,  or  other  carnal  and  worldly  motives  have 
led  them.  And  when  they  would  assiiredlj 
perish  in  the  general  sin,  if  He  did  not  intcrfers 
to  restore  and  save  tliem,  in  the  undeserved 
exercise  of  his  own  faithfulness  of  mercy  to- 
wards them.  While  Jehovah  "  turned  tht  ciliet 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  into  ashrii,  condrmniny 
them  with  an  oferthrote,  and  making  them  an 
entample  unto  those  thai  ajitr  should  lire  Hfi' 
godly,  He  delivered  just  Lot,  vexed  wUh  tk» 
filthy  conversation  of  the  teteked:  for  that  righ- 
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• 

tetnu  man  dwelling  among  them,  in  seeing  and 
hearing  vexed  his  righteous  soul,  from  day  to 
dag,  with  their  unlawful  deeds.'' ^  The  well- 
watered  plain  of  Sodom,  fruitful  as  the  garden 
of  the  Lordy  had  enticed  him  into  these  dwell- 
ings of  unbridled  iniquity :  but  while  he  stood 
aloof  from  sharing  in  the  surrounding  guilt,  he 
was  remembered  of  God,  and  perished  not  in 
the  iniquities  of  the  city.  Judgment,  though 
pronounced  could  not  be  executed,  until  he 
was  past  the  accursed  boundary.  When  the 
assurance  of  coming  vengeance  was  revealed  to 
him,  '^  he  went  out  and  spake  unto  his  sons  in 
law  which  married  his  daughters,  and  said,  Up, 
get  ye  out  of  this  plaice :  for  the  Lord  will  des- 
troy this  city''  But  the  love  which  yearned 
over  them,  and  wrestled  with  them  for  their 
lives,  strove  in  vain.  ''  He  seemed  as  one  that 
mocked  to  his  sons-in-law."  *  Surely  the  testi- 
mony which  holy  relatives,  and  pleading  am- 
bassadors for  Christ  will  be  called  to  render 
before  the  throne  of  judgment,  against  those 
who  meet  their  cry  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come,  with  contempt  and  scorn,  must  be  one 
of  awful  import.     If,  when  they  proclaim  judg- 

>  2  Peter  ii.  6— a  «  Gen.  xix.  4. 
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ment  and  mercy,  the  wrath  of  God  upon  the 
children  of  disobedience,  and  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb  of  God,  whicli  cleanseth  from  all  sin, 
their  message  of  love  be  regarded  as  only  a 
cunningly-devised  fable,  what  must  be  the  issue! 
If,  however,  they  cannot  be  instrumental  in 
saving  others,  the  word  of  God  calls  to  them 
with  infinite  urgency  of  mercy,  to  save  them- 
selves :  as  when  the  morning  dawned,  the  angels 
hastened  Lot,  saying,  "Arise,  take  thy  tn'tfe,  and 
Uiy  two  daughters  which  are  here ;  leit  fhou  ba 
consumed  in  the  iniquity  of  the  city.  And  tvhiit 
he  lingered,  the  men  laid  hold  t^on  hU  hand,  and 
upon  the  hand  of  his  wife,  and  upon  the  hand 
of  his  two  daughters,  the  Lord  being  merciful 
unto  him:  and  they  brought  him  forth,  and  get 
him  without  the  city."}  And  then  it  would 
iippear,  that  an  especial  call  from  the  great 
Redeemer  of  man  Himself,  is  made  to  Lot,  not 
to  remain  a  moment  near  to  this  doomed  and 
devoted  city,  but  to  flee  to  his  appointed  refuge ! 
"  Escape  for  thy  life ;  look  not  behind  the»t 
neither  stay  thou  in  all  the  plain  .*  escape  to  tht 
mountain,  lest  thou  be  consumed." '  It  ia  not 
enough,  that  one  whom  infinite  lore  hath  takei 

'  Geo.  lU.  15,  16.  '  Ura.  nx.  17. 
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as  by  the  hand,  should  be  content  to  escape^ 
and  aolj  just  to  escape^   the  wrath  of  God ! 
He  should  flee  beyond  the  manifestly  accursed 
boundaries  of  sin,  and  not  stop  short  of  the 
fuhiess  of  salvation  in  the  Rock  of  ages,  nor 
linger  near  the  scenes  of  former  guilt  and  un- 
belief.    *^  Forgetting  those  things  that  are  be- 
hind, and  reaching  forth  towards  those  things 
tkat  are  before,  he  must  press  toward  the  mark 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in 
Christ  Jetus^  *     The  engagements  of  God  to- 
wds  his  servants,  impose  upon  Him  a  gra- 
cbus  necessity  of  love,  to  secure  their  preserva- 
tion.    When  Lot  was  accepted  for  Zoar,  the 
Xord  said  unto    him,    '*  Haste    thee,    escape 
thUker :  for  I  cannot  do  any  thing  until  thou  be 
come  thither.^  *     His  holy  word,  the  record  of 
goodness  already  experienced  by  his  saints,  and 
of  goodness  to  be  fulfilled  in  all  its  length,  and 
breadth,  and  depth,  and  height  of   mercy,  to 
those  who  shall  yet  believe  on  Him  to  life  ever- 
lasting, abounds  with  similar  instances.     The 
command  is  given  to  all  who  sojourn  in  the 
^Mritual  Sodom,  against  which  wrath  must  go 
fiwth  to  the  uttermost,    *'  Come  out  of  her,  my 

»  PhiL  iil  IS,  14.  «  Gen.  xix.  22. 
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people,  that  ye  be  not  partakers  of  her  ting,  and 
that  ye  receioe  not  of  her  plagues  "  ^  and  thejr 
liave  the  assurances  of  deliverance  to  encourage 
Oiem,  in  ileeLiig  to  t1ic  ark  and  mountain  of 
salvation,  in  tlie  Lamb  of  God.  It  is  com- 
manded to  the  fifth  angel,  when  he  has  com- 
mission to  sound  his  trumpet,  that  uo  hurt 
should  be  done,  except  to  those  men  which  ha^'e 
not  the  mark  of  God  on  their  foreheads.  And 
when  the  glory  of  the  God  of  Israel,  came  to 
the  man  with  the  writer's  inkhom  hv  his  side. 
He  said  unto  him,  "  Go  through  the  rnidtt  of 
the  city,  through  the  miiUt  of  Jeruxalfim,  and 
»et  a  mark  upon  the  foreheoidt  of  the  men  that 
sigh,  and  that  cry  for  the  abominaliom  that  be 
done  in  the  midst  thereof."  And  to  others — to 
those  in  whose  hands  He  had  put  the  slaughter 
weapon  of  judgment.  He  said,  "  Go  ye  aftet 
him  (whose  office  was  to  seal  the  holy  nioumen 
for  impregnable  safety,)  through  the  city,  and 
smite :  lei  not  your  eye  spare,  neither  /laee  yt 
pity :  slay  utterly  old  and  young,  both  maida 
and  little  children,  and  women;  but  came  not 
near  any  man  upon  vhojjt  it  the  mark.'  The 
destruction  of  the  wicked  is  linked  to  the  eternal 


THE   FORTUNES   OF    LOT.  77 

salvation  of  the  righteous^  and  the  Son  of  Man 
is  the  Dispenser  of  both.  But  ye  whom  the 
God  of  mercy  has  vouchsafed  to  own  as  his 
just  and  righteous  ones,  in  the  holy  and  con- 
sistent walk  of  faithy  suffer  me  to  plead  with 
youy  to  make  no  sojourn  in  the  tents  of  any 
known  or  suspected  iniquity — to  linger  there, 
no.  not  a  moment ;  even  though  in  the  hope 
that  you  may  lead  others  out  with  you.  Escape 
for  your  lives.  Beseech,  and  intreat,  that  those 
whom  you  love  would  follow  you;  but  plead 
and  pray,  with  your  loins  girded,  and  your 
staff  in  your  hand,  and  yourselves  in  haste  to 
be  gone ;  nay,  already  set  forth  upon  your 
steadfSut  and  eager  way  from  the  city.  And  as 
yon  flee  along,  (just  as  the  chosen  of  Israel 
drank  of  the  river  through  which  they  passed 
in  pursuit  of  Midian,  without  stopping  to  rest 
in  their  progress,)  cry  earnestly,  "  Come  out 
from  among  them  and  be  ye  separate  without 
delay,  else  will  you  suffer  loss  indeed.  If  the 
ri^teoos  scarcely  be  saved,  where  shall  the 
sinner  and  the  ungodly  appear?  If  these  things 
are  done  in  the  green  tree,  what  shall  be  done 
in  the  dry  ?  Flee  at  once  to  the  cross ;  and  you 
will  be  made  more  than  conquerors  through 
Him  who  loved  you." 
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Lot  was  delivered  ;  but  it  wafi  with  the  uttci 
loss  of  all  that  had  led  hiin  to  choose  the  fertile 
plain  of  Sodom.  Flocks,  herds,  and  friends, 
died  in  the  destruction  of  the  city.  If,  as  many 
have  imagined,  Lot  had  two  dai^hters,  not 
merely  betrothed  but  actually  married,  they  died 
with  their  unbelieving;  husbands,  who  took  his 
earnest  call  for  pleasantry,  and  God's  awful 
voice,  uttered  by  him,  as  a  jeet ;  for  two  un- 
married ones  only  followed  him  to  Zoar.  Uere 
was  a  sad  and  fearful  breach  in  the  patriarch'^ 
family,  to  testify  against  the  marriage  of  he^ 
Uevers  with  unbelievers.  Here  was  a 
fallen  upon  him,  where  he  was  most  vulnerable  | 
and,  when  launched  from  this  bow,  Chris 
parents  deeply  feel  tlie  arrows  of  the  Almigh^ 
ill  their  hearts.  O  strive,  ye,  with  whom  it  mi^ 
bo  thus,  to  pluck  these  wanderers,  as  brands 
from  the  burning.  Like  an  eminent  saint 
God,  himself  a  father,  charge  your  children  to 
tlee  from  their  iniquities,  to  salvatioD  in  tfai. 
Son  of  God,  and  bid  them  beware,  that  thay: 
meet  you  not,  at  the  great  tribuoal,  in  fdn  nodi, 
unbelief."  * 

And  ye  who  appear  to  have  left  the  city 

'  Rotten  Bolun,  kc  hi«   Life,  pre&nd  u  his  "  Four  Ltf 
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your  former  transgressionsy — ye  whom  some 
conyiction  of  sin  have  led  to  fear  lest  you  should 
be  consumed^  look  not  behind  you.  Take  an 
everlasting  leave  of  iniquity.  Institute  an  im- 
mediate divorce  of  every  thought  and  every 
affection  of  your  hearts  from  that  state,  where- 
in the  call  of  God's  ministers  has  found  you. 
Remember  Lot's  wife.  She  walked  not  stead- 
£Mtly,  and  side  by  side  with  her  husband  and 
her  children.  If  all  her  daughters  were  with 
her,  yet  was  her  heart  bent  upon  the  substance, 
and  wealth,  and  friends  left  behind.  If  two 
daughters  had  perished  in  the  general  ruin,  she 
was  perhaps  bewailing  them.  It  is  plain,  at 
least,  that  her  heart  was  still  in  Sodom:  she 
looked  back  in  desire,  as  did  the  mixed  mul- 
titude afterwards  from  the  camp  qf  God  in  the 
wilderness ;  and  she  became  a  pillar  of  salt, — 
a  monument  of  the  wrath  of  heaven,  against  a 
h<dlow-hearted  profession  of  religion.  ^^  He 
thai  putteth  his  hand  to  the  plough,  and  looketh 
back,  SI  unfit  for  the  kingdom  of  God.''  ^  Had 
she  remained  near  her  husband,  had  she  leaned 
on  his  hand,  and  listened  to  his  counsels,  she 
might  and  would  have  been  saved.     But  she 

^  Luke  iz.  62. 
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looked  from  behind  him,  she  lingered,  and 
she  died.  Never  foUow  the  Head  and  CapUin 
of  your  salvation  afar  off;  never  halt  behind 
those  who  arc  following  the  Lord  fully,  if  you 
are  earnest  in  professing  to  seek  the  salvation 
that  is  in  Christ  Jesus,  with  eternal  glory. 
Strive  to  keep  up  with  those  who  are  fore- 
most in  the  blessed  way.  Gird  up  the  loins  of 
your  minds  :  be  diligent,  zealous,  and  unwearied 
in  the  might  of  the  Holy  Spirit :  and  "  so  am 
entrance  shall  be  ministered  unto  you  abut*'  . 
dantly,  into  the  everlastirtg  kingdom  of  our  1 
Lord  and  Saeiour  Jesus  Christ"  '  I 

And  ye  who  sin  against  God,  and  all  his  I 
goodness,  and  not  least  his  long-sufieriog,  widi  f 
a  high  and  daring  hand,  think  not  that  ye  shaU 
be  safe  from  the  hour  of  his  wrath,  if  ye  con- 
tinue to  neglect  and  mock  the  hour  of  his  niercj. 
Think  not  that  ye  shall  escape  the  coming  voe, 
"It  shall  be  more  tolerable  for  Sodom  ani'- 
Gomorrah  in  the  day  of  judgment  than  for  yon,"*! 
If  ye  will  declare  your  sin,  as  Sotlom,  and' 
publish  it  at  Gomorrah, — if  ye  will  contemn 
the  messengers  of  life  and  mercy,  ye  axe  not 
far  from  the  day  when  the  Jud^  shall  appear 
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against  you.  ^*  He  that  being  often  reproved 
hardeneth  hit  neck,  shall  suddenly  be  destroyed, 
and  that  without  remedy  J"*  ^ 

II.  But  while  Sodom  and  all  its  guilty 
indweUers  thus  perished  in  the  gainsaying 
of  their  sins,  What  was  the  conduct  of 
Abraham  ?  He  had  interceded  for  the 
city, — ^wrestled  with  God  earnestly  on  its 
behalf;  and  had  he  dared  to  hold  fast  by 
&od  for  another  suppUcation,  would  have  pre- 
vailed fi}r  its  deliverance.  His  example,  the 
parables  of  our  Lord,  the  new  and  living  Way 
into  the  holiest  by  the  blood  of  Jesus,  the 
mercy-seat  sprinkled  with  that  blood,  and  all 
the  ready  help  of  the  throne  of  grace,  whither 
the  Father  invites  those  who  have  learned,  and 
who  love  to  pray,  all  unite  to  bid  them  to  be 
importunate — to  pray  and  not  to  faint;  and 
especially  not  to  faint  in  intercessory  supplica- 
tion for  friends  yet  without  the  fold  of  salvation, 
and  for  the  land  wherein  they  dwell.  While 
many  around  you,  who  might  have  communion 
with  God,  and  the  interest  of  a  gracious  unity 
with  the  Great  Intercessor,  are  thoughtless  and 
impenitent,  will  ye  not  pour  out  your  hearts 

'  Prov.  xxix.  1. 
E  5 
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unto   your  heavenly  Father,    in  their  behalfi 
that  so  Israel  may  be  a  faleudng  in  the  land  of 


Abram's  heart  was  deeply  affected  towards 
Sodom  ;  and  he  dreaded  its  ruin.  He  gat  up 
tlierefore  early  in  the  morning  to  the  place 
where,  the  preceding  day,  he  had  stood  before 
the  Lord,  probably  to  renew  his  supplication, 
if  vet  there  were  hope:  and  he  looked  toward 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  toward  ail  tfie  land  of 
the  plain  ;  and  beheld,  and  to  the  tmohe  of  thg 
country  went  up  as  the  smoke  of  a  furnace."  ' 
His  intercession  therefore  failed,  as  to  the  full 
extent  of  its  object :  but  it  failed  not,  in  one 
dear  and  especial  part  of  his  desire.  "  /(  cams 
to  pass,  when  God  destroyed  the  citift  of  the 
plain,  that  God  remembered  Abraham,  aud 
ient  Lot  out  of  the  midst  of  the  ocerlhrow, 
when  He  overthrew  the  cities  in  the  teUich  Lot 
dwelt."^  Bless  God  for  this  encouragement,  if 
any  of  you  are  bearing  impeaitent  relatioU' 
upon  your  hearts  before  Him.  Pray  in  fervency, 
and  pray  in  faith.  Put  God  in  remembrance 
concerning  them — pray  for  them,  as  the  woman 
of  Canaan  clung  to  her  Redeemer  in  behalf  of 
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her  afflicted  daughter;  and  hope  for  her  answer, 
"  Great  i$  thy  faith;  be  it  unto  thee,  even  as 
thou  wilt."*  * 

The  smoke  of  ruined  Sodom  was  Abraham's 
pillar  of  fire  and  of  cloud,  to  direct  his  steps 
from  a  place,  where  he  perhaps  thought  all 
was  lost,  and  Lot  himself  consumed  in  the  con- 
flagration. "  He  journeyed  from  thence  toward 
the  south  country,  and  dwelt  between  Kadesh 
and  Shur,  and  sojourned  in  Gerar.**  ^  Another 
instance,  and  one  that  saddened  his  heart  in- 
deed, was  thus  given  him,  that  he  had  no  rest- 
ing place,  but  must  strike  his  tent,  and  journey 
onward.  And  surely  the  providences  of  God 
that  daily  meet  our  eyes,  and  his  not  unfre- 
quent  present  and  visible  judgments,  against 
guilty  lands  and  guilty  souls,  should  teach 
those  whom  the  light  of  heavenly  wisdom  hath 
reached,  that  here  they  have  no  continuing 
ci^  :  and  induce  them,  with  increasing  dili- 
gence, increasing  watchfulness,  increasing  fer- 
▼ottr  of  prayer,  and  increasing  singleness  of 
eye  in  looking  unto  Jesus,  to  seek  that  city 
which  hath  foundations,  whose  Builder  and 
SCaker  is  God. 

>  Matt.  XT.  28.  '  Gen.  zx.  1. 


84  SERMON  XXIT. 

II.  A  very  few  words  must  suffice  cob- 
ct'rning 

The  subsequent  history  op  Lot. 

It  is  a  dark  and  dreadful  page  in  the  vidimWi 
that  testifies  witli  such  perfect  trntt  both  of 
God  and  man.  It  was  his  sin,  that  he  shtunk 
away  from  the  divine  command,  to  flee  at  once 
to  the  mountain.  It  was  his  sin  to  ask  leave  to 
go  and  dwell  in  Zoar,  either  as  a  little  city, 
and  therefore  less  guilty,  as  to  its  mass  of 
sinfulness  than  others,  or  because  he  thought 
the  request  thus  made  to  be  a  little  one,  which 
might  be  easily  granted.  Alas,  nothing  is 
litlle^no  consequences  are  trifling  which  flow 
from  opposition  to  the  plain  commands  of  God! 
He  may  accept  us  concerning  the  perverse 
desire  of  our  hearts,  and  visit  us  with  the  rod. 
and  anguish  of  chastisement  in  that  acceptance 
Our  short-sighted  desire  of  avoiding  the  cro«» 
may  be  granted ;  and  we  may  thereby  fall  into 
sin,  from  which  we  should  otherwise  hav* 
e.scaped.  Once  however  in  Zoar,  Lot  ought  to 
have  remained  there.  But  now,  dreading  lest 
the  fire  should  descend  upon  it,  or  dreading  leA 
its  inhabitants  might  slay  him  ;  or  wishing,  it 
may  be,  to  find  out  Abraham,  he  went  to  dwell 
ill  ihe  mountain,  and  his  daughters  with  him. 
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There,  he  who  had  remained  uncontaminated 
amidst  all  the  sins,  all  the  temptations^  all  the 
rebellions  of  Sodom,  fell  into  a  most  guilty  and 
God-dishonouring  transgression.    These  things 
were  written  for  our  example,  upon  whom  the 
ends  of  the  world  are  come.     ''  Let  him  that 
thmketh  he  standeth,  take  heed  lest  he  fall"  ^ 
Concerning  the  circumstances  which  led  the 
daughters  of  Lot  to  the  monstrous  act  whereby 
they    and   their    {Seither    sinned,   and   that  so 
foully,  much  has  been  written.     To  my   own 
view,  their  conjecture,  as  Bishop  Patrick  well 
observes,  is  the  most  probable,  who  conceive, 
that   the   eager  desire   which    then   possessed 
the  hearts  of  those  who  believed  in    God  at 
all,  to  obtain  the  promise  of  the  Messiah,  put 
them  upon  the  perpetration  of  this  awful  ini- 
quity.    They   had  lived  chastely   amidst   the 
iniquities  of  Sodom ;  and  surely  it  is  hard  to 
imagine  that  a  spirit  of  such  tremendous  un- 
deanness  entered  them  as  in  a  moment.     They 
joined  each  other  in  this  contrivance,  contrary 
to  that  concealment,  which  all  sins  of  unclean- 
ness  eagerly  desire ;  thus  testifying  that  they 
acted  by  counsel  and  design,  and  not  merely  by 

»  1  Cor.  X.  12. 
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the  baseness  of  passion  and  appetite.  They 
perpetuated  the  memory  of  this  awful  deed  in 
the  names  of  their  children :  and  therefore 
appear  rather  to  have  gloried  in  it,  tJian  shrunk 
from  the  dread  of  discovery.  The  promise  of 
Messiah  was  confined  to  the  line  of  Shem,  ai 
they  doubtless  knew  ;  and  thinking  their  fatlier 
alone  left  alive  in  all  that  descent,  they  made 
him  a  partner  in  their  crime  and  guilt.  0 
what  is  man,  when  human  wisdom,  (foolishness 
as  it  is  with  God,)  takes  the  helm,  and  God 
leaves  the  pilot  to  himself  ! 

But  then  how  fallen  is  just  and  righteoux 
Lot !  Had  any  one  looked  him  in  the  face, 
and  testified  in  the  midst  of  Sodom,  that  thus 
it  would  be,  his  righteous  soul  would  indeed 
have  been  vexed,  and  he  would  have  cried  out 
in  language  like  to  that  of  Hazael  in  an  after 
day,  "  But  u-kat,  is  tki/  servant  a  dog,  that  At 
thould  do  tkis  great  ihingf"'  Many  strong 
men  hath  wine  beaten  down,  and  bound  in  the 
chains  ofSatan;  yea,  men  who  once  were  strong 
in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  powerof  his  might ;  and  ' 
whose  recovery  has  been  through  anguish  and 
shame  unspeakable.     Wine  makes  Lot  foi^et 
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that  he  is  a  father,  forget  that  his  wife  is  dead, 
that  only  his  daughters  are  near  him.  God  and 
nature  are  forgotten  and  outraged ;  and  that  sin 
is  conunittedy  at  which  heaven  and  earth  are 
ashamed;  and  which  to  this  day  stands  an 
indelible  record  in  the  Scriptufts,  against  this 
righteous  man.  Brethren^  I  beseech  you  most 
affecdonately,  and  most  tenderly,  to  set  a 
watch  upon  yourselves,  and  avoid  this  sin.  So 
far  is  drunkenness  from  being  an  excuse  for  sin, 
that  as  a  moral  writer  has  well  observed,^  you 
must  multiply  the  guilt  of  drunkenness  by  the 
gmlt  of  the  outrages  which  it  may  tempt  a  man 
to  conunit ;  and  then  you  have  the  product  of 
the  whole  iniquity. 

We  hear  no  more  of  Lot.     His  sun  goes 
down  in  a  dark  and  dismal  cloud.     The  chil- 
dren thus  bom  become  heads  of  nations^  who 
persecute  the  heritage  of  God:    and  here  is 
coafusion  and  every  evil  work.    Ye  then,  whom 
unsearchable  mercy  had  led  into  the  fold  of 
salvation — ^ye  who  "  are  tvashed,  sanctified^  and 
juttified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by 
the  Spirit  of  our  Ood^'^  and  whom  a  Saviour's 
tenderness  in  providence  and  grace  hath  led, 

»  Dr.  Paiey.  «  1  Cor.  vi.  11. 
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even  to  hoary  hairs,  stand  on  your  watch,  witb 
the  utmost  caution,  that  you  may  noC  dishoaoui 
God,  in  your  last  moments;  but  may  bear  testi- 
iitony  to  the  riches  ot'  his  grace,  the  blessednew 
of  his  service,  and  the  holiness  of  his  salvation, 
until  Christ  sHall  bear  you  witness  upon  a 
dying  bed  of  spiritual  peace;  and  ultimately 
before  assembled  worlds,  in  the  great  day  of  his 
appearing.  Take  example,  not  only  from  the 
failure  of  Lot,  of  giving  Satan  any  etdvantagr 
liver  you,  and  of  causing  the  enemies  of  God  to 
blaspheme,  through  your  sin;  but  also  from 
the  example  of  Abraham,  the  friend  of  God 
Himself.  He  dwelt  in  Gerar,  and  there,  even 
{as  we  may  believe),  wliile  he  must  have  known 
that  Sarah  was  about  to  bear  the  child  of  pro- 
mise, sinned  \vith  Abimelech  by  distrust  o(~ 
God,  after  the  similitude  of  his  former  tran«- 
gression  with  Pharaoh  in  Egj'pt.  I  do  not 
place  it  again  before  you;  for  it  has 
already  noticed,  and  brought,  as  I  would  \ 
lingly  believe,  to  be  seen  in  the  light  of  S 
tural  truth.  God's  ^vord  and  promises  i 
pillars  of  immoveable  faithfulness ;  re 
tliem  in  every  difficulty,  and  tlicy  cannot  I 
you.  The  cowardly  dependence  which  so  n 
place  on  their  own  miserable  policies  and  cxp« 
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diencies,  equally  dishonours  God,  and  injures 
themselves.  "  Trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  thine 
ieart;  and  lean  not  to  thine  own  understanding  : 
m  aU  thy  ways  acknowledge  Him,  and  He  shall 
Hrect  thy  paths.'' 

*  Prov.  iii.  5,  6. 


SERMON   XXV. 


THE    BIRTH    OF    ISAAC. 
GEXESISXXI.  1,9. 


When  our  Redeemer  stood  before  the  grave 
of  Lazarus,  about  to  call  his  friend  from  the 
dead,  aiid  bade  some  of  the  bystanders 
awaj  the  stone,  Martha  said  unto  Him  con- 
cerning her  departed  brother,  "Lord,  by  Ikit 
lime  he  siinketh ;  for  he  has  been  dead  four 
days."  Jesus  rebuked  the  rising  infidelity  of' 
her  heart,  and  cried,  "Said  I  not  unto  the»^- 
that  if  tfiou  wouldit  believe,  thou  shcutdtt  («t| 
the  glory  of  God?  "'     And  immediate!;   hsT' 

:  John 
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brother  was  bidden  to   come   forth  from   his 
grave,  and  live.     The  time  during  which  the 
unsearchable   wisdom  of  God  may  see  fit  to 
exercise  the    faith  of  his  believing   servants, 
upon  any  especial  point  of  his  promise,  and 
their  desire,  may  appear  to  be  long,  as  it  will 
be  trying,  but  the  end  will  be  a  full  accom- 
plishment.    "  The  vision  is  yet  for  an  appoint- 
ed timef  but  at  the  end  it  shall  speak,  and  not 
^:  though  it  tarry ,  wait  for  it;    became  it 
^11  surely  come^   it  will  not  tarry  "^     The 
patient  expectation   of  a  Christian  never  yet 
&iled  of  its  gracious  reward,  in  all  the  good 
things  which  the  Lord  his  God  spake  concern- 
kg  him.     It    was  thus  with   Abraham.     He 
had  need  of  patience ;  that  after  he  had  done 
the  will  of  God,  he  might  receive  the  promise  : 
and  now  the  Most  High  amply,  and  effectually 
redeemed  the  word  of  unchangeable  truth  to 
his  servant  and  friend.     The  history  therefore 
attests 
The  Happy  issue  of  Abraham's  Faith. 
Throughout    the  whole    process    of   divine 
dealing  towards  him,  it  was  equally  his  duty  and 
privil^e,  like  his  favoured  descendants  on  the 

>  Hab.  U.  3. 
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banks  of  the  Red  Sea  to  stand  still  and  see  the 
salvation  of  God.  Every  thing  was  calculated 
to  impress  upon  his  heart  that  lesson  of  impo- 
tence on  the  part  of  man,  and  Omnipotence  oa 
the  part  of  God,  which  at  once  attests  an  abso- 
lute need  of  divine  assistance,  and  an  unfeiling 
refuge  in  the  assurance,  "  Not  by  might,  nor  by 
power;  but  by  my  Spirit,  aaith  the  Lord  of 
ffoiit" 

(I)  The  merer/  promised,  aat  mek  at  Abra- 
ham never  could  have  expected  to  reaUae, 

When  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto  him. 
in  a  \'ision,  stfying,  "  Fear  not,  Abraham,  I  am 
thy  shield,  and  thy  exceeding  great  reward,"  he 
said,  "  Lord  God,  what  wilt  Thou  give  me,  teeing 
I  go  childless."  ^  And  when  after  the  birth  of 
Ishmael,  a  son  by  Sarah  was  promised  to  him, 
some  distrust  seemed  to  have  mingled  itself 
with  the  power  of  a  high  and  holy  faith  in  his 
mind,  at  the  improbable  greatness  of  the  prt^ 
mise,  and  he  said  unto  God,  "  0  that  Ishmaat 
might  live  before  Thee.'""  as  though  he  would 
have  been  contented  with  less  tlian  Jehorab 
undertook  to  grant ;  and  remain  satisfied  with 
a  prospect  that  the  world's  Deliverer  and  hit 


*  GOUK 
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own  Saviour  should  spring  firom  the  son  of  the 
bondwoman.  And  is  there  not  here  something 
closely  analogous  to  the  experience  of  the  life 
of  faith,  in  every  Christian  ?  How  often,  and 
how  long  are  they  whom  the  Holy  Ghost  has 
convinced  of  sin,  whom  the  Law  has  terrified, 
whom  the  anticipations  of  judgment  have 
awakened,  and  to  whom  the  Saviour*s  infinite 
grace  and  love  are  preached,  hindered  from 
finding  rest  to  their  souls  in  Him,  by  an  over- 
whehning  sense  of  the  greatness  of  the  very 
Baercy  for  which  they  are  panting !  Thus,  the 
abundance  of  that  provision  which  God  under- 
took to  spread  before  his  people  in  the  wilder- 
ness staggered  the  faith  of  Moses.  He  said, 
"  The  people  among  whom  I  am  are  six  hundred 
thousand  footmen  ;  and  Thou  hast  said,  I  will 
give  them  flesh,  that  they  may  eat  a  whole 
vumth.  Shall  the  flocks  and  the  herds  be  slain 
far  them,  to  suffice  them  ?  or  shall  all  thefi^h  of 
the  sea  he  gathered  together  to  suffice  them  ?  " 
"  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  Is  the  Lord's 
hand  waxed  short  ?  Thou  shall  see  now  whether 
my  word  shall  come  to  pass  unto  thee  or  not.'* ' 
If  any  of  you  are  thus  hindered  from  resting 

»  Num.  xi.  21,23. 
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upon  the  stupendous  salvation  of  Jostu  Christ, 
allow  me  to  protest  against  this  tnistakeo  humi- 
lity, which  keeps  you  at  a  distance  from  the 
very  blessings  whicli  yet  you  feel  you  must 
obtain,  like  Rachel's  childreo,  or  else  you  die. 
The  offer  of  the  mercy  is  as  full  aiid  free,  as  the 
mercy  itself  is  inestimable.  It  was  a  revelation 
of  goodness  misunderstood  by  Manoah  when  he 
said  to  liis  wife,  "  fVe  thall  lurely  die,  becaute 
IPC  have  seen  God."'  Hath  He  promised — 
liath  He  freely  laid  before  you,  who  hunger  and 
thirst  for  salvation,  its  depths  of  love  in  his 
Son ;  and  doth  the  Spirit  invite  you  by  th« 
Scripture,  to  come  and  drink  of  the  water  of 
life  freely  ?  Take  God  at  his  word.  Kiss  the 
outstretched  sceptre  of  bis  love.  Plead  his  own 
offer;  and  cry  to  Him,  "  So  do  at  Thou  hatt 
said."-  Let  not  the  brightness  of  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness  blind  theeyeof  your  faith,  when 
it  was  intended  to  strengthen  it.  Let  not  the 
sound  of  mercy  in  the  gospel,  overwhelm  your 
sense  of  spiritual  hearing.  What  God  in  hiS' 
Son  thinks  not  too  great  to  give,  that  do  not 
ye  dishonour  his  love,  by  thijiking  too  great  to 
receive.     Come  behind   the  Saviour  i&  all  th» 
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fulness  of  his  glorious  power  to  bless  you.  If 
your  feeble  faith  can  do  no  more^  yet  touch  the 
hem  of  his  garment ;  and  you  shall  be  made 
whole.  His  thoughts  are  not  as  your  thoughts, 
nor  his  ways  as  your  ways.  "0  ye  of  little 
faitkf  wherefore  do  ye  doubt  ?  "  *  Lift  up  your 
hearts,  each  in  its  fervent  aspiration  for  the  rich 
hlessing  of  an  ability  to  repose  on  the  faithful- 
ness of  God.  "  Lord,  I  believe ,  help  Thou  mine 
unbelief:  "^  and  you  shall  not  expect,  nor  ask 
in?ain. 

(2)  While  the  mercy  itself  was  great,  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  its  accomplishment 
Were,  to  the  eye  of  AbrahanCs  sense,  insurmount- 
^le.  He  was  called  upon,  even  against  hope, 
to  beUeve  in  hope,  that  he  might  be  the  father 
of  many  nations — of  Jews  according  to  the 
flesh,  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  according  to  the 
&ith  of  Jesus  Christ.  If  he  considered  his  own 
body,  now  dead,  as  to  its  agency  towards  the 
hope  which  God  had  set  before  him,  that  hope 
could  only  have  been  the  mockery  of  his  desire, 
since  he  was  now  an  himdred  years  old.  If  he 
ccmsidered  the  deadness  of  Sarah*s  womb,  where 
was  the  human  possibility  that  his  posterity  by 

'  Biatt.  ziy.  31.  >  Mark  ix.  24. 
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Himself,  wUch  is  immediately  accommodated 

to  the  difficulties  wherewith  it  is  surrounded. 

Is  Abraham  to  believe  that  from  his  dead  body 

a  multitude  of  nations  must  proceed  ?     What 

then  is  his  refuge  ?    Even  to  rest  on  God  who 

quickeneth  the  dead.     Carry  this  directory  (at 

OQce  the  most  simple  and  efficacious,  that  even 

^e  word  of  God  itself  can  give)  into  all  the  cir- 

<^Umstancesof  your  Christian  life,  as  God  hath 

^idckened  you  from  the  death  of  trespasses  and 

^Uis,  and  raised  you  up,  together  with  Christ, 

^  the  living  membership  of  his  body.     Do  you 

^oum  over  the  guilt  and  pollution   of  your 

^^giiities  ?     "  The    blood  of  Jesus   Christ  his 

*Son  eleanseth  from  all  sin.*'  ^     Do  you  ask  help, 

^  utter  inability  to  fulfil  the  law  ?     "  He  is  the 

^nd  cf  the  Law  for  righteousness  to  every  one 

^hat  beUeveth.^^    Doth  conscious  sin  appear  to 

Separate  you   from  the  throne   of  grace,  and 

^^lake  you  doubt  of  acceptance  there  ?     "  If  any 

sin  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father ^ 

Christ  the  Righteous'* ^    He  is  able,  in 

of  his  unchangeable  priesthood,  to  save 

the  uttermost  all  them  that  come  unto  God 

\>y  Him.     There  is  a  leaf  of  the  Tree  of  Life 

»lJoliiii.7.  «Rom.x.4.  M  John  il  I. 
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for  the  healin^f  of  evory  malady :  and  like  those 
of  the  Cedars  of  Lebanon,  its  branches  grow  so 
near  the  ground,  that  the  shortest  and  feeblest 
of  the  children  of  God  may  pluck  from  them, 
and  apply  tho  leaves  with  the  hand  of  faith  to 
all  their  spiritual  maladies  and  necessiciea. 
In  human  undertakings  there  may  be  a. 
of  sincerity  in  iIil'  promiser  or  a  want  of  powo^ 
to  fulfil  his  engagements ;  or  else  an  absolat* 
forgetfiilness  to  make  good  his  ovm  declaia* 
tions;  as  Pharaoh's  butler  forgot  his  word 
Joseph.  But  in  Clirist  Jesus  all  the  promisea 
of  God  are  yea  and  amen  to  his  glory ;  and  3m 
cannot  deny  lUmself.  No  limit  can  be  placc4 
in  the  way  of  his  Almightiness ;  no 
come  forth  even  from  the  greatest  and  appfr' 
rently  the  most  insuperable  dilHculties  in  thr 
way  of  fulfilment  to  his  word,  and  say  udM> 
Him,  "  Hitherto  ihalt  thou  go  and  no  further. 
It  is  a  sound  and  noble  principle  of  our  English 
constitutional  law,  that  no  lapse  of  time  hoi 
ever  great,  nothing  in  fact  short  of  absaltiM 
impossibility,  can  prevent  the  sovereign  froq 
recovering  the  debts  and  obligations  doc  to  ttil 
crown;  nor  diminish  his  power  to 
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honour  of  his  sovereignty,  nor  yet  his  right  to 
avenge    the  wrong    that    may    be  committed 
against  his  dignity.     He  is  supposed    to  be 
always  occupied   for    the    public  good;    and 
therefore  may  not  have  leisure  to  assert  his 
right,  within  the  time  limited  to  subjects.     It 
iathe  same  in  the  government  of  God.     No 
time  can  deprive  Him  of  the  ability  to  make 
good  his  engagements.     No  lapse  of  years  can 
deliver  the  subject  creation,  and  every  part  of 
it  fix)m  its  liability  to  his  Almighty  government. 
Hie  period   of  human   expectancy  may  have 
passed,  and  hope  may  have  subsided  into  des- 
pondency.    But  with  God  all  things  are  possi- 
ble: and  his  promise  may  be  fulfilled  at  that 
very  moment  when  despondency  began  to  take 
the  place  of  hope:  and  at  evening  time  the 
horizon  of  promise  long  delayed,  may  be  light. 
Zion's  feeble  faith  may  tempt  her  to  say,  "  The 
Lord  hath  forsaken  me^  and  my  God  hath  for- 
gotten me  .•!"  but  it  is  mere  infirmity,  charging 
its  own  defect  upon  Jehovah  in  his  engagements 
for  the  salvation  of  all  who  trust  Him.     That 
doubter's  mind  is  like  the  eye  of  one  who  looks 
up  at  the  heavens,  and  thinks  the  whole  firma- 

^  Isa.  xlix.  14. 
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ment,  mth  all  its  suns  and  stars  in  motion, 
wbilc  that  imagined  motion  is  in  reality  only 
the  revolution  of  the  little  planet  whereon  he 
stands.  "  Can  a  woman  /orgel  her  rucking 
c/ii/d,  that  she  should  not  have  compatnon  on 
the  son  of  her  womb  ?  Yea  she  may  forget,  ^et 
will  not  I  forget  thee." '  When  God  therefore 
calls  you  to  believe  on  Him,  nnd  to  wait  in 
i'aith  tlie  time  of  liis  appointment,  remember 
that  He  is  glorified  if  patience  has  her  perfect 
work.  Do  not  consult  with  flesh  and  blood. 
Do  not  ponder  the  diiSculties,  but  rest  upon 
the  promise  :  and  thus  will  you  who  believe  be 
strong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God.  "  1/  thou 
canst  believe,  all  things  arepotnble  to  him  that 
helievelh."^ 

{3)  Abra/iam's  experience  waa  a  proof  that 
the  promises  of  God,  as  the  God  of  truth,  art 
assurances,  than  which  nothing  more  is  ntedrd, 
— that  he  who  believes  them  shall  undoubledlm 
enjoy  them.  The  righteousness  of  God  in  them 
is  revealed  firom  faith  to  faith — from  the  £utli, 
r  faithfulness  of  God  declaring,  to  the  faith 
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The  Surety  of  those  promises  is  an  unchange- 
able Mediator  Jesus  Christ,  the  same  yesterday, 
and  to-day,  and  for  ever.  Though  we  believe 
not,  yet  He  continueth  faithful :  He  cannot  deny 
Himself.  The  gospel  is  glad  tidings  of  great 
joy,  even  to  the  chief  of  sinners.  All  its  pro- 
visions of  mercy  rest  upon  the  truth  of  God. 
We  know  that  the  condition,  the  only  condition 
upon  which  the  engagements  of  compassion  to 
a  perishing  world  are  based — even  the  blood- 
ahedding  of  the  one  Mediator  between  God  and 
man,  the  man  Christ  Jesus,  hath  been  fulfilled. 
The  proclamation  hath  gone  forth — a  sound  of 
common  mercy — *'  Came  now  and  let  us  reason 
together,  saith  the  Lord,  though  your  sins  have 
been  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  white  as  snow  ; 
though  they  have  been  red  like  crimson,  they 
shaU  be  as  wool"^  The  truth  of  God  the 
Father,  the  truth  and  work,  the  sayings  and 
the  sufferings  of  God  the  Son,  in  our  nature — 
and  the  faithfiilness  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost, 
are  a  three-fold  cord  that  cannot  be  broken, 
on  which  the  most  trembling  Christian  is  en- 
couraged to  suspend  all  his  hopes  and  all  the 
momentous  interests  of  his  soul.     And  if  you 

'  Isa.  L  18. 
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are  seeking  salvation  by  the  gracious  process  of 
their  appointment,  will  you  thrust  away  your 
own  comfort,  and  lay  a  suicidal  hand  upon  the 
life  of  youroivn  hope  by  unbelief?  If  a^eneral 
proclamation  of  pardon  be  made  to  the  guilty —  J 
and  if  not  one  name  hath  been  revealed  a 
excluded — if  the  Sa\iour  cries,  "  Conif  unto  ne 
nil  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden,  and  f 
will  give  you  rest'"' — and  if  in  this  imiversal! 
amnesty  of  redeeming  iove  there  be  no  bill  a 
individual  exception,  why  will  ye  write  bitlfi 
tilings  against  yourselves,  and  think  that  whsl 
is  designedly  pubhshed  for  all,  was  never  meant 
to  extend  individually  to  you!  Believe,  j* 
who  are  anxiously  looking  for  the  mercy  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  eternal  life,  that  He 
is  dealing  with  you  ill  the  simplicity  of  hi* 
truth:  and  so  shall  you  enter  into  rest: 
shall  you  cry,  "  If/iy  art  thou  etut  down,  O  mf. 
soul;  and  why  art  thou-  disqnuled  uritbin  mei 
Hope  thou  in  God :  for  I  ihall  yet  praise  Him 
ivho  is  the  health  of  my  countfrnanee,  and  Mjf 
God:'- ' 

If  the  servants  of  Benhadad  eagerly  watchd 
the  lips  of  Ahab,  to  gather  up  any  exprenMlj 

■  MBti.xi.38.  *P«lmitn.ll. 
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of  firiendlinessy  however  equivocal,  that  might 
&11  from  him  towards  their  master  in  his  help- 
lessness and  miseiy,    and   brought  Benhadad 
l>efoire  the  king  of  Israel,  upon  the  poor  encou- 
Tagement — "  He  is  my  brother ;  "  why  should 
any  one,  conscious  of  his  need,  and  yearning 
£>T   deliverance  from  the   peril  wherein  he  is 
placed,  hesitate  to  close  with  all  the  offers  of 
mercy,  poured  upon  him,  so  to  speak,  for  the 
Tery  purpose  of  overwhelming  all  unbelief :  as 
the  waters  of  the  deluge  descended  from  the 
opened  windows  of  heaven,  and  the  broken  up 
fountains   of   the  great  deep,    to  destroy  the 
guilty   world?     While    the    trumpet  of   that 
liberty  wherewith  Christ  alone  makes  free  from 
the  thraldom  of  sin,  utters  its  breatli  of  mercy, 
so  long  and  loudly,  why  should  the  poor  bond- 
slave hesitate  to  rise  up  and  claim  the  gracious 
freedom  whereto  he  is  thus  called  ?   .  When  the 
gates   of  the  city  of  refuge  are  thrown  widely 
open  upon  the  hinges  of  infinite  and  everlasting 
love,  and  there  is  a  voice  from  the  walls  encou- 
raging the  manslayer  to  draw  nigh,  why  should 
he  hesitate  without,    and    await   the   coming 
moment,  when  the  avenger  of  blood  shall  over- 
take him  ?     While  mercy  is  so  ready  to  receive 
all  comers,  surely  they  who,  trusting  to  it  with 
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the  greatest  confidence,  flee  towards  it  with  the 
readiest  speed  of  their  hearts'  motion,  shall  have 
the  fullest  and  the  dearest  welcome ;  for  they 
most  truly  honour  God  in  the  salvation  of  his 
own  appointment.  While  the  minister  of  the 
Church  prays  you  in  Christ's  stead,  *'  Be  ye 
reconciled  to  God ; "  as  though  Christ  Himself 
did  beseech  you,  rest  on  thatdouble  line  of  for- 
tification to  your  hope,  which  ready  love,  and 
this  amazing  condescension  unite  to  form ;  and 
be  strong  in  faith,  giving  gloi?  to  God,  in 
closing,  heart  and  soul,  vvith  the  message  of  his 
mercy. 

It  may  be  long  before  you  enter  into  all  the 
power  and  sweetness  of  the  promises,  in  the 
full  assurance  of  faith:  for  the  Canaanite  of 
unbelief  may  be  put  forth  before  you,  only  by 
little  and  little.  But  if  it  be  thus,  you  must 
learn,  with  Abraham,  to  glorify  the  truth  and 
powerofGod,  inthetwi]ight,orevenin  the  dark- 
ness of  expectancy :  his  truth,  like  .\braham,  in 
the  set  time,  which  He  hath  reserved  ia  the 
secrecies  of  his  own  appointment  j  and  his 
power,  like  the  patriarch  also,  in  overlooldni; 
the  a^e  and  deadness  of  himself  and  his  wife. 
He  has  given  you  liis  Son  already,  lis  llic  boat- 
age  of  bis  truth :  and  in  the  &ith  which  He  will 
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bestow  upon  you  He  will  give  you  the  hostage 
of  his  Spirit,  for  the  fiill  accomplishment  of  that 
salvation,  whereunto  the  youngest  and  feeblest 
among  the  children  of  God  is  called,  according 
to  his  Father's  purpose  and  grace. 

A  little  while  before  the  day  arrived  when 

the  fitther  of  the  faithful  was  to  be  blessed  with 

the  child  of  promise,  that  promise,  with  all  the 

•magnificent  prospect  of   blessing    included  in 

liim,  was  more  decidedly  revealed,    and   the 

appointed  season  declared.     And  as  they  who 

believe   the  engagements  of  God  are  blessed, 

because  there  shall  be  an  accomplishment  of 

those  things  which  were  spoken,  so  will  it  often 

happen  in  the  experience  of  such  faithful  ones, 

that  new  and  more  vivid  communications  of 

divine   love,  new  and  plainer  sealings  of  the 

Holy  Spirit  upon  their  hearts — ^new  and  dearer 

earnests  of  the  purchased  possession  shall  be 

brought  to  them  by  the  hand  of  the  Spirit,  to 

tell  them  not  only  of  the  plenty,  but  of  the 

nearness  of  the  promised  land,  and  to  uphold 

them  diuring  the  few  remaining  marches  that 

may  yet  lie  between  them,  and  the  new  wine, 

and  the  new  corn  of  the  Canaan  that  lies  beyond 

the  wilderness  and  the  river. 

Thus   upheld,  Abraham's   faith    triumphed 

F  5 


106 


SERMON    XXT. 


over  all  the  opposing  and  embarrassing 
tions  of  sight  and  sense.  "  Se  staggered  not  at 
the  promise  of  God,  through  unbelief,  but  wot 
strong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God." '  Aad 
thertfure,  not  only  was  his  faith  counted  unto 
him  for  righteousness,  in  the  forgiveness  of 
sins,  through  the  promised  Saviour,  but,  witlt 
reference  to  the  promised  seed,  it  was  at  once 
exchanged  for  vision.  Jehovah,  who  cannot  lie, 
visited  Sarah  as  He  said,  and  the  Lord  did  unto 
Sarah  as  He  liad  spoken.  For  Sarah  conceived 
and  bare  Al)raJiam  a  son,  at  the  set  time,  of 
which  God  had  spoken  to  him. 

It  is  not  uncommon  in  Christian  experience, 
that  believers  against  hope,  believing  in  hope, 
look  for  the  promises  of  mercy  towards 
them,  with  the  fretfulness  of  Sisera's  mother, 
rather  than  the  repose  of  Abraham,  saying, 
"  Why  is  his  chariot  »o  Umg  in  coming,  onrf 
ti-hg  tarry  the  wheels  of  Mi  chariot?"  I  would 
affectionately  beseech  such  characters,  feeble, 
though  sincere  in  faith,  to  go  forward  in  the 
way  of  passive  acquiescence,  and  holy  duty ;  fof 
the  Lord  their  God  will,  ere  long,  make  their 
darkness  to  be  light.     Yet  a  little  while,  and 


THE    BIRTH   OF   ISAAC.  107 

He  that  shall  come,  will  come,  and  will  not 
tarry,  and  when  He  shall  appear  with  Almighty 
power  to  accomplish  all  his  undertakings,  those 
tried  and  tempted  ones,  shall  reckon  that  the 
sufferings  of  this  present  time  are  not  worthy  to 
be  compared  with  the  glory  that  shall  be  re- 
vealed in  them.  '^  Hold  out/'  said  a  saint  of 
Grod  to  the  graces  of  his  heart,  which  had  been 
long  in  exercise,  as  the  Almightiness  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  maintained  their  constancy,  while 
greatly  exercised, — "  Hold  out,  faith  and  pa- 
tience, a  little  longer,  and  then  I  shall  need  you 
no  more  for  ever." 

It  must  however  be  remembered,  that  Sarah 
is  the  church's  mother,  no  less  than  Abraham 
the  father  of  all  them  that  believe :  and  the 
happy  issue  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  illus- 
trate, was  granted  to  her  belief,  not  less  than 
to  that  of  her  husband,  stronger  and  more  un- 
swerving as  it  was.  "  Through  faith  also,  Sarah 
herself  received  strength  to  conceive  seedf  and 
was  delivered  of  a  child  when  she  was  past  age, 
because  she  judged  Him  faithful  who  had  pro- 
mised." *  "  Therefore^  (that  is  of  Sarah's,  not 
less  than  AbrahavfCs  holy  confidence,)  sprang 
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difficulties,  all  seeming  impossibilities  in  the  way 
of  that  Faithful  One  who  hath  promised,  will 
'pass  away,  like  the  ebbing  tide  from  the  rock. 
ITour  soul  shall  magnify  the  Lord  for  his  accom- 
plished mercy ;  your  spirit  shall  rejoice  in  God 
jour  Saviour. 

Abraham  called  his  son's  name  "  Isaac,*'  accor- 
ding to  the  divine  command,  linked  as  it  was  to 
the  all  gracious  declaration,  *'  I  mil  establish  my 
covenant  with  himj  even  an  everlasting  covenant^ 
and  wiih  his  seed  after  him.''  ^  The  son's  name 
testified  to  the  fiither's  joy,  and  to  the  holy 
laughter  of  the  father's  heart.  Thus  every 
time  he  named  his  child,  he  gave  witness  to  the 
goodness  of  God,  and  to  the  delight  that  springs 
from  a  sense  of  accomplished  promises.  Nay, 
more  than  this :  Isaac's  name  enkindled  the  joy 
of  a  sore  and  certain  hope  in  Abraham's  soul, 
connected  with  that  everlasting  covenant,  or- 
dered in  all  things  and  sure,  made  by  God  with 
the  child  of  promise,  not  less  firmly  than  with 
himself.  Learn,  ye  to  whom  that  covenant  hath 
a  predonsness  beyond  all  price,  to  connect  every 
mercy  you  receive  with  it,  and  write  upon  each, 
the  name,  **  Jehovah  Shammah^"  the  Lord  is 

>  Otn.  xri.  19. 
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there."^  So  will  those  mercies  ^ve  you  d 
delight,  by  joining  them  to  jour  Saviour  s 
Surety  in  the  covenant.  They  will  thus  b^=f 
enlarged,  by  being  consecrated  to  the  divin^^s 
glory.  And  thus,  while  ihey  who  know  no  "^ 
God,  and  see  not  his  ii.-tnd  in  what  they  possess  _ 
receive  their  good  things,  as  a  perishing  portioi^  , 
held  only  by  the  same  tenure  with  the  breath  i  j^r 
their  nostrils,  and  then  to  be  succeeded  by  tlk.  « 
wretchedness  of  an  everlasting  destitution,  y(»-w. 
will  find  every  bestowment  of  your  heaveni-^ 
Father's  hand  a  possession  for  your  immcdia  ^^ 
comfort,  and  an  earnest  of  your  everUstin,^s 
blessedness. 
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(fart  I.) 

GENESIS  XXI.  3,  4. 
'^^fj}  Abraham  called  the  kamb  op  his  son  that  wa» 

^RN   UNTO  HIM,  WHOM  SaRAH  BARE  TO  HIM,   TSAAC.      AnD 

Abraham  circumcised   his  son  Isaac,  being  bight  da\8 
oiD,  AS  God  had  commanded  him. 

**  A  WOMAN  when  she  is  in  travail  hath  sorrow, 

Wcause  her  hour  is  come ;  but  as  soon  as  she  is 

delivered  of  the   child,   she   remembereth  no 

ixiore  the  anguish,  for  joy  that  a  man  is  bom 

into  the  world."    Most   eminently  must  this 

transition  from  the  sad  entail  of  the  primitive 

judgment  against  sin,  to  delight  and  happiness, 

have  been   made  good  in   the   experience   of 

Sarah.     A  barrenness    long   hopeless   to    the 

'  John  xri.  21. 
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apprehension  of  sense,  and  against  whicli  her 
faith  was  hardly  able  to  plead  the  word  of  an 
unchangeable  God,  is  removed  by  miracle ;  and 
at  ninety  years  old  she  bears  a  son  to  Abraitam. 
But  if  these  newly-opened  springs  of  oatunl 
love  are  dear  and  delightful  to  Iier  luind,  what 
must  be  the  holy  joy  with  which  she  views  in 
the  child  of  her  old  age,  that  promised  seed 
wherein  all  the  families  of  the  earth  were  to  be 
blessed,  the  progenitor  of  that  glorious  Re- 
deemer, the  seed  of  the  woman,  in  whose  all* 
prevailing  Righteousness  and  Atonement,  a  lost 
world  should  find  its  peace,  its  life,  and  ita 
salvation. 

Being  however  by  nature  bom  in  sin,  and  a 
child  of  wrath,  by  his  natural  heritage,  the  first 
and  most  solemn  call  upon  the  duties  of  paren- 
tal love,  is  to  make  him,  according  to  his  father's 
faith,  which  looked  fonvard  to  t1ic  Saviour's 
day  with  holy  gladness,  a  member  of  Christ,  a 
child  of  God,  and  an  inheritor  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  The  divine  command  had  been 
given,  that  Isaac  should  be  circumcised  at  eijthi 
days  old.  Abraliam  therefore,  who  had  left  his 
country,  and  bis  kindred,  and  bis  father'^  tioose 
at  the  bidding  of  God ;  who,  according  to  tlie 
same  injunction,  had  received  in  his  own  bod; 
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the  sign  and  seal  of  the  righteousness  which  he 
had  by  faith,  being  yet  uncircumcised,  hesitated 
sot  to  impress  it  upon  his  son,  at  eight  days 
old,  with  a  joyfulness  to  which  a  sense  of  the 
mercies  wherein  the  child  would  be  thus  in- 
stated, gave  birth  within  his  heart* 

Now  the  circumcision  of  Isaac  bears  imme* 
^Uately  upon  the  subject  of  Christian  Baptism. 
That  subject  is  very  momentous  in  its  aspect 
'^pon  the  duty  of  parents  under  the  Christian 
^covenant,  upon  the  spiritual  welfare  of  their 
children,  and  upon  the  true  prosperity  of  the 
<!hurch  of  God.     It  is  at  the  same  time  little 
"tmderstoody  and  therefore  undervalued  by  those 
^ho  professedly  bring  their  infSmts  to  the  bap- 
tismal font,  for  union  and  membership  with 
Jesus  Christ,  which  is  the  very  important  end 
of  Baptism.     I  propose  therefore  to  employ 
two  or  three  discourses  upon  the  connexion 
between  Infant  Circumcision  and  Infant  Bap- 
tism, as  a  subject  suitable  to  the  period  and 
drcumstances  of  Abraham's  life,  at  which  we 
are  now  arrived.     I  commend  them,  vnth  much 
solidtude,  to  your  earnest  attention  and  candid 
consideration,  in  dependence  on  the  Spirit  and 
blessing  of  Almighty  God. 
As  members  indeed  of  the  Church  of  £ng- 
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land,  and  therefore  assertors  of  the  doctrinei 
Jaid  down  in  her  articles,  you  acknowledge  that 
"  the  Baptism  of  young  children  is  in  any  vniae 
to  be  retained  in  the  Church,  as  most  agreenble 
with  the  institution  of  Christ," '  The  arga- 
nients,  however,  ag'ainsi  a  practice  so  naturd 
and  endearing  to  the  spiritual  lore  of  a  Christiaa 
parent,  are  so  confidently  urged  ;  and  the  faitb 
of  many  concerning  it,  is,  I  am  afraid,  so  feeblsi 
because  their  information  is  so  scanty  and  det 
cient,  that  it  becomes  a  duty  to  consider 

The   scriptural   origin  and  autboritv 
OF  Infant  Baptism. 

The  connexion  between  it  and  circunicisioa, 
is  at  once  obvious  and  important,  and  niay 
therefore  well  be  proposed  as  the  foundation 
the  argument.  Regarding  then  the  father  <4 
tile  faithful  as  a  parent,  resting  upon  the  sura 
promise  of  God,  and  Isaac  as  the  child  of  pn^ 
niise,  sealed  by  circumcision  for  the  temponi 
and  eternal  fulfilment  of  every  gracious  eugagst 
ment  on  the  part  of  Jehovah,  I  propose 
notice, 

I.  The  spiritual  nature  of  the  Assji^ 

HAMIC      COVENANT,     AS     BWB8T4NT1ALI.Y 
'  Arlidc-  XXVn. 


ARGUMENTS   FOR   INFANT    BAPTISM.        115 

SAME   WITH   THE    NeW    TESTAMENT     OF    SAL- 
VATION  WHEREOF  JeSUS   ChRIST    IS   THE    SuM 

AKD  Surety. 

To  speak  of  Abraham,  only  as  the  natural 
progenitor  of  the  Jewish  people ;  and  of  the 
covenant  made  with  him,  as  bearing  only  upon 
the  national  polity  of  that  race,  regarded  as  a 
QvQ  community,  whereof  God  was  the  chief,  is 
utterly  to  confound  the  distinction  between  a 
Church,  purely  so  considered,  and  a  common- 
wealth.    Abraham  was  himself  a  believer  in 
the  promises  of  God,  for  his  own  salvation,  and 
for  the  salvation  of  man  in  Jesus  Christ.     His 
£uth  was  accounted  to  him  for  righteousness. 
^Qt  he  was  also  the  father  of  the  faithful.     As 
such,  the  covenant  of  redemption  was  made 
with  him  in  Christ,  and  with  all  believers,  as 
his  spiritual  seed,  and   that  upon   the   same 
ground — their  faith  in  God.    "  He  received  the 
iiffn  ofcircumcisiony — a  seal  of  the  righteousness 
of  the  faith  which  he  had  yet  being  uncircum- 
eised  ;  that  he  might  he  the  father  of  all  them 
that  believe f  though  they  be  not  circumcised; 
that  righteousness  might  be  imputed  unto  them 
also.    And  the  father  of  circumcision,  to  them 
who  are  not  of  the  circumcision  only,  but  who 
alio  walk  in  the  steps  of  that  faith  of  our  father 
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Abraham,  which  he  had,  being  yet  i 
dsed." '  Wlien  therefore  the  infallible  teati- 
mony  of  the  Holy  Ghost  was  given,  that  his 
faith  was  imputed  to  him  for  righteoumesa, 
"  it  wot  not  written  for  his  gake  alone,  that  U 
wot  imputed  to  him :  but  for  ug  al»6,  to  tvhom 
it  shall  be  imputed,  if  we  believe  on  Him,  that 
raised  up  Jesus  our  Lord  from  iHe  dead"  *  And 
therefore  the  tide  of  gladness  hath  flowed  cast- 
ward,  and  westward,  and  northward,  and  south- 
ward, to  Jew  and  Gentile,  to  fiarbariim,  Scy- 
thian, bond  and  free,  jn  that  Scripture,  "  If  ye 
be  Christ's,  then  are  ye  Abraham^'t  seed,  and 
heirs  according  to  the  promise,  '** 

We  then,  (equally  with  him  who  Stands 
before  the  Church  of  Clirist,  marked  with  the 
creature's  noblest  distiiicttou,  as  the  friend  of 
God,}  "  are  the  circumcision,  which  teorskip 
God  in  the  spirit,  and  rejoice  in  Christ  Jems, 
and  have  no  coiifidfnce  in  the  fleth," 
one  God,  tcho  shall  justify  the  c 
faith,  and  uncircumcision  through  faith." 

The  original  of  the  Jewish  Church  therefore, 

is  to  be  referred,  in  its  spiritual  coDstitution  In 

Abraham,  as  the  father  of  the  faithful  :  nhilc 

>  Rom.  IT.  11,12. 


'Amt  Jettu, 

.."'    "Itii  f 

wnctnoB  bf  \ 

%ith."'  J 
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as  a  Church  under  political  regulations,  it  must 
be  referred  to  Moses,  the  great  legislator  of 
Gt>d*s  ancient  people.  And  this  distinction  is 
plainly  made  by  that  great  master  of  divine 
philosophy,  St.  Paul;  *^  This  I  say,  that  the 
covenant  which  was  before  confirmed  of  God 
(with  Abraham)  in  Christ ,  the  Law,  which 
teas  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  after,  cannot 
disannul,  that  it  should  make  the  promise  (to 
Abraham)  of  none  effect*'' '  A  plain  and  posi* 
tive  distinction  is  here  drawn,  between  the 
covenant  made  by  God  with  Abraham,  and  his 
seed,  when  He  called  him  out  of  the  world,  and 
that  political  engagement  made  afterwards  with 
the  Jews,  when  the  Law  was  given  to  them, 
amidst  the  thunderings,  and  lightnings,  and 
voices,  of  the  burning  mount.  The  promise 
that  he  should  be  the  heir  of  the  world,  was  not 
to  Abraham  and  his  seed  through  the  kw,  but 
through  the  righteousness  of  faith."  ^ 

The  Abrahamic  covenant  then,  was  in  sub- 
stance, that  of  evangelical  grace  and  mercy, 
afterwards  perfectly  fulfilled,  in  the  person, 
mission,  and  salvation  of  the  Lamb  of  God, — 
of  that  great  mystery  of  godliness,  God  mani- 

^  GaL  isi.  17.  *  Rom.  ir.  13. 
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test  in  tlie  fltsh,  who  as  to  bis  humanity  took 
upon  Him  tlie  nature,  and  was  bom  of  the  seed 
of  Abraham.  Being  therefore  Himaelf  circum- 
cised, Christ  was  called  a  minister  of  the  cir- 
cumcision, to  confirm  the  truth  of  the  promise* 
made  to  the  fatliers-'  "  The  promite  is  of  faith, 
that  it  might  be  bif  grace,  to  the  vnd  that  U 
might  be  sure  to  all  the  aeedt  not  to  that  onig 
tchich  is  of  tite  law,  but  to  that  alto  which 
of  the  faith  of  Abraham,  vko  a  He  father  t§ 
us  all "  "  who  truly  hclieve  in  Jesus.  Not  then 
because  the  Israelites  are  the  natural  seed  of 
Abraham,  are  they  all  spiritual  children ;  "  i 
in  Isaac  shall  thy  seed  be  called :  "  tliat 
"  they  which  are  children  of  the  Jleih,  then 
are  not  the  children  of  God  :  but  the  childrm 
of  the  promise  are  counted  for  the  seed.  ' 
This  covenant,  therefore,  while  the  law 
added  because  of  transgressions,  was  to  enduie 
till  the  seed  should  come,  to  whom  the  promiw 
was  made,*  that  is,  until  the  Eternal  Word 
should  become  incarnate,  of  the  seed  of  th4 
woman,  should  open  a  fountain  of  absolute  and 
eternal  cleansing  for  sin  and  for  unclcamiessi 
in  the  laver  of  his  blood. 
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Tne  evangelical  character  of  this  covenanti 
and  its  application,  not  to  the  natural  but  to 
the  spiritual  posterity  of  Abraham,  appear  also 
£tom  its  initiatory  sacrament — the  rite  of  cir- 
^ntmcision,  which  God  calls  the  sign  of  the 
<:oyenant  between  Himself  and  the  believing  race 
of  that  much  honoured  patriarch.^  Hence  the 
covenant,  whereof  this  painful  process  was  a 
token,  is  called  by  St.  Stephen  the  covenant  of 
drcumcision ;  while  that  circumcision  itself  is 
called  by  St.  Paul,  the  seal  of  the  righteousness 
of  fidth.  Elsewhere  it  is  made  "  the  outward 
visible  sign  of  an  inward  and  spiritual  grace," 
even  the  circumcision  of  the  heart.^  And  agree- 
ably to  this  spiritual  signification,  the  great 
Apostle  speaks  of  it.  "  He  is  not  a  Jew  which 
is  one  outwardly ,  neither  is  that  circumcision 
which  is  outward  in  the  flesh :  hut  he  is  a  Jew 
which  is  one  inwardly  ;  and  circumcision  is  of 
the  heart ;  in  the  spirit  and  not  in  the  letter  ; 
whose  praise  is  not  of  men^  hut  of  God.^^  ^ 

This  covenant,  then,  embracing  that  great 
multitude  of  believers  whom  no  man  can  num- 
ber, of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people, 
and  tongues,  collected  in  one  blessed  member- 

>  Gen.  zriL  11.  '  Dent.  z.  16 ;  xxx.  6. 

•  Rom.  ii  28, 29. 
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ship  with  Him  who  purchased  the  Church  with 
his  own  blood,  is  really  in  its  essence  and  chu- 
-acter,  that  whicl)  is  more  fully  promulged  in 
everlasting  gospel  of  the  giace  of  God.  It 
;onsequently  respects  ourselves,  to  nhoro  in 
hese  last  days,  God  has  spoken  by  his  Son. 
observe  then  secondly,  that 
II.  Infants  WERE  CAPABLE  OF  partakixo 

ITS   SIGN     AND     SEAL— CIRCUMCISION.  '       Were 

lapable  did  I  say  ?  they  were  expressly  com- 
manded, and  that  under  puin  of  a  spiritual  foi- 
feiture  the  most  tremendous,  to  receive  iL 
'  ThU  w  ray  covenant,  which  ye  ihall  keep  be- 
'.ween  me  and  you,  and  thy  teed  c^ter  thee: 
every  male  child  among  you  shall  be  circumcited- 
He  that  is  eight  days  old,  or  at  it  it  in  the  ori- 
ginal— a  son  of  eight  days  shall  be  circumcittd  ' 
among  you;  every  man  child  in  ymtr genera- 

'  The  two  SBcnUDtiils  of   ihe  OIJ   TwlMnent,  whwh  wit-  - 
mare  panicnlartjr  ixiffiei  in  ihc  New.  an:  ulcrioi  to  ihr  JraWi 
Law.    Circnmcinon,  t1ic  pnluilu  of  flnpiinn,  «&•  not  of  Mima  ' 
but  of  the  fittbers.  John  vl  ?i.    Hdoi.  it.  11,13.    QaL  w.  U  - 
So  alio  the  PsHorer,  tlio  proludcr  lo  Ihe  Lord't  Supper,  -rtt  a- 
■tituted  befon  the  Law  woi  givon.    Ai  tbcM  ardjnuicw  i^bk- 
fore  were  antetiot  to  the  Ijpei  and  thadawt  of  tlu  Leritlcal  dte'  - 
penvtion,  tfaey  migbt  Fubtuntiiil])-  remain,  whes  fheis  il 
tud  iwiiibed  awa;,  although  their  f 

moke  them  more  uiLable  lo  Uiit  lul  and  but  dbp«nMti«i  U 
Dwrcy  to  mankind. 
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he  that  is  bom  in  the  house^  or  bought 
mmey  of  any  stranger,  that  is  not  of  thy 
and  my  covenant  shall  be  in  your  flesh  for 
erlasting  covenant.  And  the  uncircum- 
man-childy  whose  flesh  of  his  foreskin  is 
reuincised,  that  soul  shall  be  cut  off  from 
"ople  ;  he  hath  broken  my  covenant.^'  ^  The 
TBS  therefore^  of  universal  applicatioi).  It 
inding  upon  all  who  became  members  of 
!3inrch  of  the  living  God,  which  is  formed 
$  seed  of  Abraham^  not  in  his  natural, 
n  his  religious  relation  and  capacity,  as 
If  a  believer,  and  the  spiritual  father  of 
em  that  believe.  There  is  in  fact  no  proof 
3k>d  ever  had  a  Church  upon  earth,  where- 


B.  zriL  10 — 13.  So  jealoiu  were  the  Jews  not  to  pass  be- 
e  eighth  day  before  they  ciictiinciBed  their  children,  that  they 
led  this  rite  on  the  Sabbath-day,  if  the  exact  time  made  it 

(John  viL  22,  23.)  The  eighth  day  seems  to  have  been 
)ecaiise  creatures  newly  bom  were  daring  seven  days  sup- 
9  be  unclean,  and  in  their  blood :  bat  on  the  eighdi  day, 
ight  be  offered  onto  the  Lord.  (Lev.  xxiL  27.)  And  so  of 
d,  (Ley.  zii.  2,  3b)  The  same  number  of  days  was  ob- 
in  many  other  things ;   as  for  the  consecration  of  the 

(Ler.  ym.  83,  35,  and  iz.  1.) ;  the  cleansing  of  lepers, 
m.  8—10) ;  and  of  persons  with  unclean  issues,  (Lev. 
,  14) ;  the  porifying  of  polluted  Nacarites,  (Numb.  vi. 
',  tad  for  purifying  the  altar,  (Esek.  xliii.  26, 27J  See 
■hop  Bafaington*s  *^  Comfiirtable  Notes  on  Genesis.'**  p.  67. 

L.  n.  o 
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of  infants  were  not  members.  The  covenant 
with  Abraham,  beiii^  also  with  his  infant  seed, 
was  to  be  sealed  to  thum  bj  the  ordiaance  of 
that  God  who  made  it  uith  them,  in  the  pre- 
cious riches  of  his  fn-e  salvation.  The  females 
were  represented  in  tlie  males,  as  in  other  case*. 
the  head  stood  Ibr  the  whole  family.  (I  Cor. 
xi.  3.)  Religious  blessings,  religious  privi* 
leges,  religious  obligations,  are  exclusively  of 
neither  sex;  hut  equally  the  right  of  both, 
in  the  one  God  and  Father  of  both,  by 
the  one  Mediator  Christ  Jesus.  "  There  it 
neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  there  it  neither  bontltur 
free,  there  U  neither  male  nor  female  i  for  if« 
are  all  one  in  Christ  Jeaui."  *  And  when  cir- 
cumcision had  been  didy  ministered,  faith  migliC^ 
plead  the  unspeakably  great  and  precious  ptti — — 
mises  of  God. 

Circumcision  then  was  an  ordinance  of  ItOi — — " 
tude,  embracing  all  ages,  and  all  condilioni  o^-"" 
men — Jews  and  Gentiles.*  The  first  cwc  oC^" 
adult  circumcision  indeed,  was  not  a  mattcr 
ckoice,  but  of  nrcessitif;  for  Abmltiun 
ninety  and  nine  years  old  witvn  iho  seal  Wl 
stamped  upon  his  flesh,  and  the  btcsstngB 

'  (Jal.  m.2B. 
'  Sec  Qea.  itU.  12,  ttad  Ainswonh  m 
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redemption  by  the  Word  made  flesh,  so  secured 
to  him.  But  as  all  his  household,  from  the 
eldest  to  Ishmael  underwent  it,^    as  all  who 

'  Circumcision  concerned  not  the  children  of  Israel  only,  but 
the  vhole   seed  of  Abraham :  for  those  children  of  his  by  his 
co&cabmes,  that  lived   in  Arabia,  as   Ishmaelitcs,    Dedanites, 
Medamites,  Midianites,  &c.  were  circumcised,  as  well  as  Israel  in 
Pileitine.    The  countries  whither  he  sent  them  were  once  in  the 
POtteasion  of  the  Canaanites,  until  he  obtained  them  by  the  con- 
ceit of  the  four  kings,  and  thither  he  sent  them  with  the  seal  of 
^^i^Qusciiion  upon  them,  which  gave  them  interest  in  the  land 
^hoc,!!  well  as  Isaac  had  elsewhere.    Circumcision  therefore, 
*^ed,  not  for  the  distinction  of  Israel  from  other  nations,  but  of 
*^ieed  of  Abraham  from  all  other  people. — Lightfoot  IV.  276. 
Mreomcision  was  to  Abraham  and  his  seed,  the  seal  of  the  pro- 
^  <tf  Canaan.    ^  I  will  give  to  thee  and  to  thy  seed  all  the 
**^^  of  Canaan  ;  therefore  thou  and  thy  seed  after  thee  shall  keep 
^eorenant.^    Hence,  in  after  times,  Joshua,  when  the  people 
^  entered    the    land,    was  commanded  to  circumcise  them. 
Cmaao  it  wUl  be  remembered  was  a  type  of  the  Gospel  state,  and 
^  the  rest  that  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God.    Adam,  Enoch, 
Noah,  &C.  were  not  circumcised,  because  to  them  a  fixed  and 
settled  residence  for  the  Church  was  not  designed ;  but  when  one 
VM  intended  for  Abraham,  then  circumcision  was  given  also. 
Li^foal,  IV.  275. 

^  Circumcision,  the  initiatory  seal  of  admission  within  the  Jew- 
iik  Clmrdiv  must  be  considered  the  fundamental  rite  of  Judaism. 
Hahometaniam  appears  to  have  first  raised  the  custom  of  circum- 
dnod,  as  practised  by  the  pagan  Arabs,  from  the  character  of  a 
mttt  fnaeriptive  uttgey  into  which  it  had  long  degenerated  ;  and 
to  hsv«  icatfiffed  it  to  its  pristine  rank,  as  a  religious  ordinance  ; 
hj  adopting,  after  established  Jewish  precedent,  the  rite  of  eircum.' 
mkmyQMU$imitiaU)ry/\mdameiUaL 
With  thia  fhrtt^f"  Chnrch,  in  which  the  ncrament  of  Baptism 

6  2 
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were  bought  into  it  with  moaey, — o«  Imsc,  s 
son  of  eight  days,  submitted  to  it — as  all 
strangers,  who  should  aft«rwards  sojourn  with 
the  congregation  of  Israel,  and  wished  to  keep 
the  passover  to  Jehovah,  were  to  receive  this 
sign  and  seal  of  incorporation  into  the  Jewish 
Church,'  it  appears  that  not  only  they  who 
could  understand  its  sacred  import,  and  follow 
in  the  track  of  its  duties,  but  they  also  who  in 
the  helplessness  and  ignorance  of  infancy, 
could  neither  comprehend,  nor  fulfil  the  aolemn 
obligations  imposed  upon  them,  nor  weigh  the 
mighty  sum  of  blessings,  into  which  they  were 
instated,  were  yet  bound  to  receive  the  token, 
and  thus  join  themselves  to  Grod  in  an  ever* 
lasting  covenant,  not  to  be  forgotten;  but  to 
be  all  their  salvation,  and  all  their  desire.  • 


waa  lubitituted  for  the  n 


i 


nme  time  coDtriTc*  to  namtaiu  iia  spuiipiu  loslogy  i  ancB.Mnr' 
ding  to  the  MshometBn  low.  Oaplirai,  nslcM  titan  dmuodnon.  il 
aecotniial  a$enliat  in  the  admiuiuii  itf  infidel*  to  th«  nnk  tS  Itim 

mlmani.    Tfae  predilectimi  for  Jitdui 


ihe  spiritiu]  Chiiitiui  Sairrainenl,  which  HafannctatUBa  fai 
villingl;  laji  aiait,  to  ri'liirn  to  the  camal  IcUn  of  tbi  law.*- 
Foder't  Afaiomtltmiim  Unfilid.  I.  ilH,  405. 
'   Eiud.  xii.  ta. 
*  "  At  tho  period  of  ill  iiutitutioii,  I»u  and  IthmMl  c^uUf' 


ARGUMENTS  FOR   INFANT   BAPTISM.      125 

Very  cheerfully  did  the  friend  of  God  obey 
the  injunction  of  his  Almighty  portion.  Very 
l^adly  did  the  father  of  the  faithful  instate  his 
son  into  that  rich  heritage,  whereof  his  own 
portion  was  so  large,  so  happy,  and  so  secure. 
ITery  joyfuUy  did  parental  love  overlook  the 
petty  suffering,  to  be  thus  undergone  by  his 
child ;  knowing  that  the  light  affliction,  which 
^was  but  for  a  moment,  would  be  connected  and 
overpaid,  by  faith,  with  a  far  more  exceeding 
aid  eternal  weight  of  glory.  Oh,  it  were  well, 
— it  would  unfold  a  wide  horizon  of  joyful  hope 
to  the  straining  eye  of  parental  love,  in  the 
Xonds  of  the  gospel,  if  there  were  a  general 
imitation  of  Abraham's  faith  among  us, — if  we 
^^rould  submit  our  children,  I  say  not  only  to 
the  milder  yoke  of  baptismal  obligation,  but  to 
whatever  discipline  of  mind  and  conversation 
might  lead  them  by  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 


■ived  aicnmcinoii,  as  the  leal  of  their  reipectiye  covenants :  and 
panMment  was  its  transmission  in  both  fiunilies,  that  in  the 
of  Josephus,  after  the  Upse  of  nearly  two  thousand  years,  the 
•gnef  cizcnmcision  lemained  nationally  ia  use  among  the  Jews 
and  tke  Arahians :  the  one  people  administering  the  rite  on  the 
ci^iA  day  after  the  birth,  in  commemoration  of  the  circumcision  of 
IsMc ;  the  other  in  the  thirteenth  year,  in  memory  (as  the  Jewish 
testifies)  of  the  circumcision  of  Ishmael,  their  fitther.** — 
UmveOed,  Vol  i.  pp.  136, 137. 
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to  clioose  God  in  the  Persou  and  fncraes  of  his 
Son,  as  their  portion.  Tliey  would  thus  be 
enabled  to  reckon,  thnt  the  sufieringa  of  this 
present  time,  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared 
to  the  glorj  that  shall  be  revealed  In  them- 

Isaac,  was  the  hrst  fruit  of  infant  dedication  .« 
to  God.  How  great  halh  been,  since  Isaac's.^^ 
day,  the  harvest  of  souls  to  Jehovah,  in  <h>— =^ 
Jewish  and  the  Gentile  Church,  by  circumcision^  ji 
and  by  Baptism  !  What  shall  be  the  mj^bm^-^ 
abundance  of  that  harvest,  to  the  cea»elee=-^^ 
praise  and  honour  of  redeeming  love,  when  th»-  -" 
angelic  reapers  shall  appear,  with  the  Son  o  ■  "" 
Man,  in  his  glory,  for  its  in-gatUering  at  th-     -*< 

end  of  the  world  ;  when  parents  and  children — 

that  which  to  the  eye  of  sense  appesired  mate 
and  immature  for  the  sickle, — the  blade,  the 
and  the  full  com  in  the  ear,  shall  be  coUcctc  ^  ^ 
in  one  vast  sheaf  of  redeemed  wan,  for  thi 
gamers  of  unchanging  blessedness  !  Chrislia. 
parents,  who  have  in  faitb,  by  the  Savio 
own  ordinance  of  Baptism,  thus  given 
children  into  the  refuge  of  the  co\'CQant,  an;--  ^ 
into  the  open  arms  of  its  Administratur's  «ve^^^ 
lasting  mercy,  pray  for  thiit  day,  in  faitli,  ira--:"^J 
for  it,  in  the  full  assurance  of  faith  ;  and  cape*""*  J 
it,  in  the  joy  of  that  hope,  which  maketh  n«^'    ' 


t^ 
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ashamed.  Did  the  firm  belief  of  Abraham, 
lay  hold  of  the  divine  promises  in  favour  of 
his  child  ?  and  as  he  saw  the  blood  of  circum- 
dnon  flow  firom  Isaac^  was  not  a  well-spring  of 
rapturous  hope  unsealed^  concerning  his  high 
destiiiy  as  one  of  the  household  of  God  ?  And 
shall  not  the  same  tide  of  the  same  hope,  yet 
clearer,  brighter,  fuller,  and  more  transporting, 
rise  within  you,  as  water  from  the  rock  in 
Horeb,  smitten  by  the  prophet's  rod,  when 
you  see  your  children  baptized  for  new  life,  in 
the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  if  Abraham  had  refused 
to  do  the  bidding  of  God,  by  the  circumcision 
of  his  son,  on  the  eighth  day,  would  he  not 
have  rejected  the  covenant,  daringly  and  pre- 
sumptuously rejected  it,  and  thus  have  turned 
aside  the  stream  of  mercy ;  leaving  Isaac,  the 
son  of  his  old  age,  the  son  of  his  love,  the  son 
of  God's  promise,  in  the  drought  and  barren- 
ness, the  misery  and  wretchedness,  of  an  un- 
covenanted  state,  without  hope,  without  Christ, 
and  without  God  in  the  world  ? 

God  therefore,  whose  name  is  Love,  and  all 
whose  dealings  exhibit  the  tenderness  of  that 
bve,  was  pleased  to  choose  the  children  with 
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their  parents  professing  faith  in  Him  ;  to  regard 
them  as  holy  on  account  of  that  relation;  and 
thus  to  demand  their  infant  devotion  to  Him, 
by  solemn  initiation  into  his  Church.  The 
children  of  heathen  were  incapable  of  this  great 
privilege,  otherwise  than  by  adoption ;  because 
they  had  not  been  called,  and  choaes,  and 
separated  of  God,  to  the  knowledge  of  his  true 
salvation.  Thus  moreover,  these  infants  were 
regarded  as  believers,  although  by  reason  of 
their  tender  age  they  could  make  no  personal 
profession  of  their  faith.  Abraham  aclcnow- 
le%ed  his  faith,  by  believing  on  Him  who  jtu- 
tifieth  the  ungodly,  before  he  waa  circumctaed. 
Isaac,  on  the  other  hand,  the  very  n«tt  link  m 
this  gemm'ed  and  golden  chain  of  promise,  was 
circumcised,  before  he  prnff  ssed,  or  could  pro- 
fess, his  faith  in  the  world's  Saviour  j  because, 
if  he  lived,  he  was  as  effectually  bound  to  pro-  — 
fess  it,  as  any  adult  proselyte  was  to  continne 
in  that  belief  which  lie  had  solemnly  dcclarei)  in 
the  face  of  the  Church,  and  in  the  fircscncc  of 
its  glorified  Head.'     And  1  pray  you  to  bear  in 


It  DiiMiiign,  p.  331.    Ifchildrm  an  indjaUr 
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memoiy  this  portion  of  our  argument ;  because 
it  is  the  answer  to  a  thousand  misrepresenta- 
tions or  misunderstandings  concerning  the  right 
of  the  in&nt  children  of  parents,  professing  the 
fcdth  of  Christ  crucified,  to  the  Sacrament  of 
Baptism :  and  to  all  the  blessings  of  that  most 
wisely  and  graciously-ordained  seal  of  salvation. 
It  was  meet  and  right  also,  that  circumcision 
should  not  only  be  allowed,  but  commanded 
to  infants:  because  of  those  three  deep  and 
solemn  truths  of  religion  which  it  symbolically 
taught, — ^the  state  of  man  by  nature,  as  a 
subject  of  the  curse,  and  an  heir  of  wrath ; 
the  necessity  of  redemption  by  blood-shedding ; 
and  the  unrepealable  obligation  of  being  bom 
again,  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  into  the  kingdom  of 
God.  In  each  of  these  respects  it  answers  to 
the  rite  of  Baptism,  under  the  new  dispensa- 
tion of  the  grace  of  God,  except  as  the  former 
had  a  prefyurative  relation  to  the  Redemption 
price,  not  yet  paid ;  and  as  the  latter  has  a 
commemorative    relation    to  the   Redemption 


lit  cfery  deieendant  of  Abraham,  and  every  member  of  hia 
fnnfly,  bom  in  it,  or  bought  into  it,  ordered  to  receive  the  leal 
«f  eoffcnaot  initiation,  at  eight  days  old,  and  when  by  reason  of 
tUsr  tender  age  they  mutt  needfully  be  ignorant  of  that  salvation, 
a  which  thej  were  yet  called  to  participate  ? 

O  5 


*»  «»««<"•      „do.e.l»   ,,i,mpt>'''' »^W. 

,  See  A'";*°  rf  initi*'^^": 


1 
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of  most  significant  light  and  truth  the  univer- 
sality of  original  sin.     It  moreover  had  a  prefi- 
gurative    relation   to   the    Incarnation  of    the 
promised  Seed^  who  was  to  atone  for  that  wide 
spread,  and  otherwise  hopeless  pollution,  by  his 
most  precious  bloodshedding ;  and  whose  suf- 
ferings   were  sacramentally  acknowledged  and 
pleaded  by  the  performance  of  this  most  signi- 
ficant rite.     It  connected  the  native  guilt  of 
man,  with  the  doctrine  taught  from  the  begin- 
ning—taught  I  doubt  not  to  our  fallen  parents 
in  paradise,  when  mercy  in  Jesus  smoothed  the 
firown  upon  the  face  of  God,  that  without  the 
shedding  of  blood  there  could  be  no  remission 
of  sins.     And  it  further  taught,  although  unlike 
fiaptism,  it  had  no  promise  of  conveying,  the 
necessity  of  a  new  birth,  called  the  circumcision 
of  the  heart.  1     This,  says  an  eminent  writer,  * 
^as  probably  the  meaning  of  the  ancient  Jewish 
doctors,  in  asserting  that  when  any  man  becomes 
a  proselyte,  he  is  like  a  new-born  child.  Hence, 
on  the  ground  of  this  prevalent  idea,  our  Lord 
so  justly  retorts  on  Nicodemus  for  his  igno- 
rance, '^  Art  thou  a  master  in  Israel  and  know- 
est  not  these  things  ?  "     These  sages,  in  their 

>  See  Biddiilph's  Theology  of  the  £arly  Patriarchs,  II.  126. 
'  WitaioB  on  the  Corenaots. 
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triflings  with  divine  truth,  and  their  distortions 
of  its  simplicity,  taught,  that  a  new  soul  which 
came  under  the  wings  of  the  divine  mt^aty, 
and  was  received  into  the  embraces  of  the 
Supreme  Being,  dropt.  down,  in  its  purity  aod 
beauty,  from  some  heavenly  palace,  on  him  who 
was  circumcised,  By  these  dark  and  mysterioiu 
expressions  they  probably  described  that  spiri- 
tual regeneration,  which  subsequent  uobelief, 
being  unable  to  comprehend,  disregarded  as  a 
mere  empty  sound  ;  but  of  which  circumcision 
was  the  sign  and  sea!. 

All  who  were  embraced  by  the  mercies  of  the 
Abrahamic  covenant,  with  tho  bright  and 
beaming  catalogue  of  its  Kpiritoal  blessings, 
ought,  in  mere  consistency,  to  receive  the 
initial  sign.  But  infants,  as  tlie  example  of 
Isaac,  and  all  the  descendants  of  Abraham, 
whether  by  wives  or  concubines,  undeniabty 
proves,  were  so  embraced:  therefore,  they 
ought,  by  needful  and  irrefragable  consequence, 
to  receive  the  initial  sign  and  seal  of  these 
mercies — that  is  circumcision.  Is  the  caae 
otherwise  under  the  gospel,  with  the  exception 
of  an  alteration  in  that  sign  and  seal,  of  wliicli 
we  shall  speak  hereafter?  Suppose  it  so,  for 
the  argument  of  a  moment,  and  what  follows '. 
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Surely    that    children  under   that   inestimably 
precious  promulgation  of  glory  to  God  in  the 
highesty  and  of  good  will  to  men,  are  far,  ex- 
ceedingly fax  more  disadvantageously  circum- 
stanced,  than  were  the   children  of  believers 
Under  the  patriarchal  dispensation,  and  through 
every  age  of  redemption  in  the  Jewish  Church, 
before   the  advent  of  its  Almighty  Head  in  the 
flesh.  ^     And  yet  we  are  told'  that  ''  God  hath 
]9romded  sofne   better  thing  for   us^  that  they 
woiihotU    U9    should    not    be    made   perfect.*** 

'  ^  Christ  confirmed  the  coyenant  made  onto  the  &ther8.    He 
"bettered  it,  and  no  waj  wonted  it.     And  when  He  commanded  a 
v^ew  seal  to  be  aet,uutead  of  ciicumcUion,  He  did  it  without  alter- 
ing the  mbstance  of  the  covenant  in  the  least  degree.    But  now, 
^lie  Teiy  rabitance  of  the  coyenant  would  be  altered  for  the  wone, 
if  flofoe  penons,  formerly  received  into  grace,  should  bj  Christ  be 
mi^^f^ifA.     Yea,  and  belieyer^s  children  are  in  a  worse  condition 
than  in  the  Jewish  Church ;  which  to  affirm,  were  not  only  de- 
TQgstoiy  to  Christ^s  grace,  but  against  scripture  itself,  which  saith, 
^l^ih.  liL  6.)  that  the  Gentiles  are  fellow  heirs  with  the  Jews,  and 
of  the  Mme  body,  and  partakers  of  his  promises  in  the  Gospel ;  of 
which  they  are  not  partakers,  nor  fellow  heirs,  if  so  great  a  part  of 
ike  GentOea  as  their  children  should  be  excluded.    The  infiuits 
of  Jews  and  proselytes,  at  the  coming  of  Christ,  had  interest  and 
light  to  the  coyenant  of  grace.    If  that  right  be  taken  away,  then 
tiieir  condition  after  Christ  is  worse  than  before.    Shall  they  be 
loans  by  heeoming  ChristianB  ?    God^s  grace  is  not  straitened  by 
'   Chiutls  coining ;  therefore  our  infitnts  are  not  excluded.** — lA/ford*» 
Afdoggj  p.  46.  See  also  Thomas  Watson*s  "*  Body  of  Diyinity,** 
p.  400.    See  also  '^Calyini  Institnt  Lib.  IV.  cap.  xyi.  sect  5. 

«  Heb.  zi  nit 
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Nay,  under  that  dispensation,  wlien  any  Gen- 
tile became  a  proselyte  to  the  religion  of  the 
God    of  Abraliam,  bis   children  were  alwsys         . 
circumcised    witliout    delay,     if    tbeir    parent         J 
desired  it;   being   understood  as  elected   and        m 
called  of  God  in  tliat  parent.     And  shall  tbore        I 
be  less  liberty,  less  privilege,  less  blessednera  to       | 
the  offspring  of  professing  believers,  when  tlic        •■ 
gates  of  gospel   mercy  are    thrown  so  widely 
open  ;  and  in  defiante  as  it  were  of  the  mind  of^^Bf 
Him  who  said  as  He  laid  his  hand,  and  opened  ..^B 
his  heart  of  love  upon  infants  and  blessed  theni,  ^^   i 
"  Suffer  the  little  children  to  come  unto  Me,  i 
forbid   them  not,  for  of  such  ix  Ihv  kingdom  i 
God."     It  was  the'   wish  of  thoae  who   brougbt^V  -' 
these  httle  ones,  th^it  Jlsus  should  Liy  his  haiids^^s=i 
upon  them  and  pray-     He  did  so,  notwithstaDd— 
ing  the  carnal  reasonings  ofliis  disciples;  s 
by  this  most  signilicant  act  of  lovr  ilc  admit- 
ted infants  to  an  outwnrd  sign   uf  blcsigng^ 
although  it  was  abundantly  manifcsti  that  thvy 
were  incapableof  comprc-heuding  what  waadon^ 
unto  them,  or  said,  or  prayed  conccrtiiag  them. 
I  argue   therefore    from    this    practice  of  i 
Lord,  (and  who  ^vill  dare  to  doubt  ita  conform-  ' 
ity   with  the  mind  and  truth  of  God    whose 
fulness  dwelt  bodily  in   Him,)  that  infants  arc 
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not  excluded  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  nor 

from  the  grace  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  the 

blessed  God;  and  consequently,  that  no  man 

hath  a  right  to  exclude  them  from  the  outward 

sign  of  admission  into  that  kingdom.     And  if 

Be  did  esteem  it  a  full  and  sufficient  reason, 

why  little  children  should  be  admitted  to  the 

outward  sign  of  a  blessing,  as  well  as  to  its 

substance,  because  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of 

God ;  then  by  the  same  reason  infants  must  be 

admitted]to  Baptism,  and  not  debarred  from  the 

first  entry  into  the  kingdom  of  Christ ;  because 

the  kingdom  of  heaven  belongs  to  them,  before 

they  are  possessed  of  actual  faith  in  God.  ^ 

That  infants  were  capable  of  entering  into 
covenant  with   God,  through  the  medium  of 
their  parents,  imder  the  Jewish  law,  is  undcnia- 
hly  argued  from  the  express  bidding  of  Jeho- 
vah. *     "  Ye  stand  this  day  all  of  you  before 
the    Lord  your   God — your  little  ones,    your 
wiveSf  and  the  stranger  that  is  in  thy  camp — 
that  thou  shouldst  enter  into  covenant  with  the 
Lord  thy  God^  and  into  his  oath  which  the  Lord 


Lyfivd*!  Apology  for  Public  Ministry  and  In&nt  Bap- 
tim,  pp.  41, 42.   See  a]«i  CalTin^s  Institutes,  Book  IV.  chap. 

zTi.  Sect.7. 

*  Dent.  zzix.  10. 
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thy  God   makelh    with    thee  thta  day,  that  St 
may  eglablish  thee  this  day  for  a  people 
Himself,  and  that  He  may  be  unto  thee  a  Goi, 
as  He  hath  said  unto  thee,  and  as  He  hath  tuam 
unto  thy  fathers,  to  Abraham,  to  Isaac,  and  la 
Jacob,"     Thus  also  we  find  the  keeping  of  thfr] 
sanctuary  committed  to  the  Sobathit«s,  &om  •.< 
month    old    and    upwarda.     Why   was    thisr* 
Surely  not  because  these  helpless  infants  could^ 
cither  know  the  solemn   responsibility  of  their" 
sacred  charge,  or  could  be  gifted  with  strengths 
and  wisdom   to  fulfil  it :  but  simply,  because^ 
their  fathers  did  actually  keep  it,  engaged  that 
their  children  should  keep  it  when  they  arrivedi^ 
at  maturity  of  years  to  be  the  warders  of  Jeht^— 
vah's    presence-chamber;  and  became  pledget^ 
to   train  them   up  for   this  honour  and  du^^ 
among  the  thousands  of  the  camp  of  Israel. 
like  manner  the  great  Prophet  and  Priest  of  tha 
Church,  who  took  on  Himself  the  seed  of  Abnu" 
ham,  not  only  healed  many  adult  petitioners  forhit 
mercy,  because  of  their  own  faith,  but  extended 
the  demonstrations  of  health^ring  power  aod 
love  to  many  children,  on  account  of  the  failk 
of  parents    or   of  those   who    brought    then 
beneath  his  eye,  and  besought  Him  for  them — 
thus  imputing,  as  it  were,  the  faith  of  the  pelt- 
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tioners,  as  the  faith  of  those,  in  whose  behalf 
they  prayed  for  the  exercise  of  his  goodness 
and  grace.  ^ 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  state  the  preli- 
minary argument  for  the  fitness  of  Infant  Bap- 
tism, so  far  as  it  may  be  connected  with,  and 
authorized  by  the  Old  Testament  Sacrament  of 
circumcision,   by    exhibiting    the    evangelical 
nature   of  the  Abrahamic  covenant,   and   the 
Capaci^  of  infants  to  partake  the  sign  and  seal 
of  it,  which  the  unerring  wisdom  of  God  ap- 
pointed.    I  may  have  appeared  less  practical, 
leas   immediately  dealing  with  the  heart  and 
conscience,    less    strenuously,    instantly,    and 
ui^ently  preaching  the   whole  counsel  of  God, 
repentance  towards  Him,  and  faith  towards  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  than  is  my  duty,  my  wish, 
or  my  wont.     But  if  I  shall  succeed  in  making 
good  my  positions — if  I  shall  be  enabled  to 
shew  the  scriptural  authority  for  Infant  Bap- 
tism— the   mighty  magnitude  of  privilege  and 
blessedness  which  it   exhibits  to  the  eye   of 
&ith — the  happy  repose  whereto  it  invites  a 
jMurent's  heart,  trembling  with  Christian  solici- 
tude for  the  spiritual  interests  of  a  dear  child, 

'  See  Caaee  to  recoyer  Diaienten,  p.  326. 
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as  it  unfolds  tlie  rich  and  steadfast  promises 
God  in  Christ  Jesus,  then  will  the  sub 
appeal  to  Christian  parents,  and  to  Chrisi 
sponsors,  us  with  a  message  &om  the  Most  H 
i:oncerning  every  little  one,  the  fniit  of  ll 
bodies,  or  the  object  of  their  suretyship  at 
baptismal  font — and  to  every  one  whom  Dii 
ProWdcnce  hath  invested  willi  the  guard 
ship  of  a  lanib  of  tlie  Redeemer's  fold,  in 
words  of  Pharaoh's  daugliter  to  the  mothei 
Moses,  but  with  the  authority  and  promist 
Jehovah,  Fatlier,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  in  J( 
Christ,  "  Take  Ikii  child  ateay,  attd  nun 
for  Me,  and  I  will  give  thee  thy  leagiu." ' 


SEEMON   XXVII. 


ARGUMENTS   FOR   INFANT    BAPTISM. 

(part   II.) 

MATTHEW  XXVIII.  20. 

'^^bus  cams  and  spake  unto  thxm,  saying,  all  power  is 
oivzn  unto  mx  in  hkavkn  and  in  earth.  oo  tb  thbrb- 
forb,  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizino  thbm  in  the 
namb  of  the  father,  and  of  the  son,  and  op  the 
Holt  Ohost  :  teaching  them  to  observe  all  things 
whatsobvxb  i  have  commanded  you  ;  and  lo,  i  am  with 

YOU  ALWAY,  EVEN  UNTO  THE  END  OP  THE    WORLD.      AmEN. 

The  preceding  discourse  explained  a  Scripture, 

^recording  the   obedience  of  Abraham  to   the 

^vine    command  for  marking  his  son's   flesh 

^th   circumcision,  as  the  sign  and  seal  of  a 

gracious  covenant  with  him,  and  with  his  seed 

after  him.     The  passage  now  quoted,  describes 

a  similar   injunction  given  by  the  Incarnate 

Word,  as  the  last  expression  of  his  will  upon 

earth,  to  make  disciples  to  the  faith  of  his  sal- 
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vation,  aiid  to  give  them  an  outward  visible 
sign  and  seal  of  the  grace  of  that  salvadon, 
OS  it  had  been  purchased  by  his  passion  oa 
the  cross. 

One  of  the  articles  of  our  Church,'  vindica- 
ting the  perfect  harmony  between  the  various 
portions  of  the  word  of  God,  declares,  that  "  th* 
Old  Testament  is  not  contrary  to  the  New,    for" 
both  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  everlast — 
ing  hfe  is  offered  to  mankind  by  Christ,  who  i^B 
the  only  Mediator    between   God    and  Man,*"" 
Salvation  &am    sin,   and  the  manifestation   otf 
Jehovah's  glory  in  it,  are  the  common  subjects 
of  both.     The  Old  Testament  exhibits  a  plan^  ' 
outline,  and   framework  ;  the  New  Testament 
displays  a  finished  building:  one  shewing  us  the 
tabernacle  in  the  wilderness,  the  other  direct- 
ing us,  in  admiration  and  love,  to  the  spleudour 
and  magnificence    of  the  Ijord's  temple  upon     I 
Mount   Sion.     "  The  Old    Testament    verifier 
tlie  New,  and  the  New  illustrates  the  Old.     The 
Old  shews  the  promises  of  God,  and  the   New 
their  performance.   By  comparing  both  together, 
the  wisdom  of  God  in  his  conduct  is  cleared,    | 
and  the  truth  of  God  in  his  word  confirmed. 
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The  Old  Testament  delivers  the  types,  and  the 

New   interprets   them.     The    Old    Testament 

presents  them,  like  jewels    in  a  casket;  the 

Kew  opens  it,  spreads  them  forth,  and  discovers 

their  value.     The  Israelites  in  the  Old  felt  the 

Weighty  while  they  were  taught  the  significance 

of  the  ceremonies ;  believers  in  the  New  enjoy 

their  preciousness.'*  ^ 

One  object  of  the  last  discourse  was  to  shew, 
that  the  covenant  made  by  God  with  Abraham, 
aa  a  federal  head,  and  the  representative  of  a 
spiritual  seed,  was,  in  very  truth  and  substance, 
the  same  with  that,   whereof  God  in  Christ 
Jesus  was  the  Mediator:  and  that  ever  since 
God  called  the  family  of  Abraham,  and  settled 
his  visible  Church  in  it.  He  hath  never  suffered 
that  Church  to  fiedl.  It  was  an  everlasting  cove- 
nant, made  by  Jehovah,  to  be  Abraham's  God, 
and  the  God  of  his  seed ;  that  he  might  be  the 
fiaither  both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  who  believe. 
The  Jewish  and  the  Christian  Church  then,  are 
one,  in  continued  succession,   though   under 
different  administrations  and  ordinances.     The 
lame  spiritual  promises  and  blessings  which 
belong^  to  the  Church  under  the  Old  Testa- 

^  Cbanock  II.  539. 
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luent,  belong  also  to  it  under  the  New,'  The 
Jewish  Church  forms  the  natural  branches:  the 
Gentiles  are  engrafted  into  the  same  stock,  into 
the  same  true  vine,  Jesus  Christ,  the  Head  of 
dignity,  and  the  Head  of  influence  to  both. 

The  other  object  of  the  last  discourse  waa  to 
shew  that  circumcision,  the  door  of  entrance 
into  this  covenant,   framed  by  eternal  wisdorn^  T 
was  thrown  open  to  inftuita,  as  well  as  to  tho9»^ 
of  riper  years.     That  circumcision  was  in  genorH 
ral  a  sign  and  seal,  both  of  outward  privilege 
and  of  spiritual  blessings.'     It  was  not  only 
sign  and  seal  of  the  possession  of  Canaan,  buK 
of  the  righteousness  of  faith.     It  was  not  ooijF 
a  sign  and  seal  of  the  covenant  of  Sinai,  but  of 
the  covenant  of  grace  to  lost  and  perishing  mBn> 
If  these  two  points  were  establishedi  we  an 
in  a  position  to  consider- 
Ill.    That    infants  abe  capable  or  am 
initial    seal   of    thb    covenant   in    thk 
Church  of  Christ. 

The  text  itself  is  decisive,  as  to  the  genemL' 
necessity  of  its  application,  being  the  comniaoJl 
of  Him,  who  having  discharged  his  priestly 
office  of  Atonement  upon  the  cross,  hath  noiF 


1.20.    Etin>i.n.lS,ir. 
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all  power  both  in  heaven  and  earth  committed 
unto  Him;  who  speaks  therefore  with  an  autho- 
rity, from  which  there  is  no  appeal ;  by  a  word 
which  shall  judge  men  in  the  last  day;  and 
whereby  a  fearful  sentence  is  passed  upon  those 
who  deny  the  efficacy,  and  therefore  the  neces- 
sity of  his  gracious  ordinances.  *  If  Christ 
Himself,*  saith  Hooker, '  which  giveth  salvation, 
do  require  Baptism,  it  is  not  for  us  that  look 
for  salvation,  to  sound  and  examine  Him,  whe- 
ther unbaptised  man  may  be  saved :  but  seri- 
ously to  do  that  which  is  required,  and  reli- 
giously to  fear  the  danger  which  may  grow  by 
the  want  thereof.  Had  Christ  only  declared 
his  will,  to  have  all  men  baptized,  and  not  ac- 
quainted with  any  cause  why  Baptism  is  neces- 
sary, our  ignorance  in  the  reason  of  that  He 
enjoineth,  might  perhaps  have  somewhat  hin- 
dered the  forwardness  of  our  obedience  there- 
unto. Whereas  now,  being  taught  that  Bap- 
tism is  necessary  to  take  away  sin,  how  have 
we  the  fear  of  God  in  our  hearts,  if  care  of 
deliyering  men's  souls  from  sin  do  not  move  us 
to  use  all  means  for  their  Baptism.^     Howso- 

■  Hooker's  EccL  Pol.  Book  t.  Sect  60.  See  also  Sect  57.  See 
•lao  Bishop  Tmylor  on  In&nt  Bi^tiim.  Woriu  II.  133.  Edition 
1836. 
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ever  He,  by  the  secret  waya  of  his  own  incom- 
prehensible mercy,  may  be  thought  to  save 
without  Baptism,  tlus  cleareth  not  the  Church 
from  guiitinesa  of  blood,  if  through  her  super- 
fluous scrupulosity,  lets  and  impedimenta  of  Ie4 
regard  should  cause  a  grace  of  so  great  raotuent 
to  be  withheld,  wherein  our  merciless  strictnen 
may  be  our  own  harm,  though  not  theirs,  tow- 
ards whom  we  shew  it :  and  we,  through  the 
hardness  of  our  hearts  may  perish,  albeit  thej 
through  God's  unspeakable  mercy  do  live.' 

I  deemed  it  fitting  to  say  thus  much  upMt 
the  necessity  of  an  initial  Sacrament  into  tba 
Christian  covenant,   at  whatever  age  admini*' 

tercd,  because  there  are  persons  professing 

gospel  of  Christ,  professing  allegiance  to  hif 
sceptre,  and  reverence  to  his  authority,  who  yet 
deny  and  exclude  both  Sacraments  of  his  gracs] 
and  love,'  My  argument  however  must  b« 
applied  to  the  fitness  of  Infant  Baptitm. 

When  the  gospel  of  hfe  and  mercy  is  newly 
brought  to   the  hearing,  and   oBercd    to   tlu 
acceptance  of  men,  who   erewhile  had   sat 
darkness,  and  the  shadow  of  spiritual  death, 

'  Thia  hemy  o{  ihc  Quakers  ii  on!;  •  tennl  at  thu  in  I 
(btI}-  church,  which  njeticd  ihe  ucnncnt  of  Baptiaoi.  I 
BtDgham'i  Origiiwt  Gcdeiiuiiae,  1.  MO.  StnL  I> 
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is  obviously  needful  that  they  should  be  first 
taught,  confess  repentance  and  faith,  and  so  be 
baptised  as  was  the  case  with  Abraham,  who 
first  believed  God,  and  then  received  the  sign 
and  seal  of  that  righteousness,  which  he  had  by 
fiitb.  But  as  in  his  case,  when  circumcised, 
(having  previously  received  and  closed  with  the 
truth  of  God,)  his  children  were  taken  into 
covenant,  first  circumcised  and  then  taught, 
even  so  it  is  under  the  brighter  mercies  of  the 
Christian  dispensation,  according  to  the  natural 
consequences  of  the  analogy  of  faith.  And  it  is 
a  sad  error,  whereby  a  mist  of  darkness  and 
delusion  is  drawn  over  the  minds  of  men,  to 
suppose  that  the  covenant  of  God*s  everlasting 
mercy  in  his  Son,  comprehends  only  actual 
believerg,  who  can  understand  the  law  of  the 
covenant,  and  make  profession  of  their  faith. 
This  no  doubt  must  be  a  part  of  the  covenant, 
but  assuredly  not  its  whole  extent.  By  title 
deeds  we  purchase  and  convey  lands,  to  be  held 
in  lease  or  copyhold  to  our  children,  who  shall 
be  bom  hereafter,  as  well  as  to  those  already 
bom*  And  although  our  children,  at  that  age 
of  mental  and  moral  unconsciousness,  knew  not 
what  their  fathers  did  for  them,  yet  when  they 
come  of  age,  they  claim  these  lands,  by  virtue 
yoL.  II.  H 
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of  the  landlord's  grant  and  seal  anoexedi  ptjiiig 
the  rent,  and  doing  the  covenant  suit  and  ser- 
vice. Even  90  doth  the  great  and  fpracioui 
Landlord  of  heaven  and  earth,  put  both  as  and 
our  cliildren  into  tiii?  copyhold  of  salvation,  coB- 
firraing  it  by  the  seal  of  Baptism.  And  when 
our  children  come  of  age  to  know  the  niercin 
of  their  high  inheritance,  they  may  in  Clirist 
Jesus,  their  Head  and  Surety,  claim  the  good 
things,  and  all  the  exceeding  great  and  precioot 
promises  of  New  Testament  life  and  love,  ill 
virtue  of  God's  covenant  made  to  them,  thruu^ 
their  fathers,  and  tliroogh  the  Church  of  their 
fathers,  as  surely  as  they  are  bound  to  perform 
ihe  conditions  of  their  father's  covenant  on  their 
behalf. 

Infants  are  capable  of  the  thing  signified  in 
Baptism,  that  is,  the  blood  of  sprinkling,  and. 
the  purification  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  there- 
fore they  have  no  incapacity  for  the  sacramental 
sign  and  seal  of  those  treasures  of  uniroa^inablft' 
mercy.  Infants  are  capable  of  grac«,  therefuve 
they  are  in  a  condition  to  receive  its  seal.  P<r 
if  tliey  may  be  saved,  eternally  saved  in  Christ' 
Jesus,  that  capacity  is  unquestionable.  "  But 
of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  God :"  therefore  ihat 
kingdom  in  grace,  and  gloty,  (for  iJic  two  can- 
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Dot  be  separated)  that  is,  a  present  and  a  final 
salvation,  may,  upon  the  sure  warrant  of  eternal 
truth  belong  to  them.  Who  then  can  forbid, 
that  its  seal  should  be  applied  to  them  ?  ^  We 
know  from  Christ's  own  mouth,  that  infants  may 

*  Watsom^$  Body  of  Dwmitif^  folio^  p.  410.—*'  The  Lord  Jems, 
minding  to  shew  a  token,  whereby  the  world  might  understand 
that  He  was  come  rather  to  enlarge  than  to  limit  the  mercy  of 
God,  gently  embraced  children  offered  unto  Him,  rebuking  the 
discipiw  which  went  about  to  forbid  them  to  come  to  Him,  fonts- 
mudi  ai  they  did  lead  those,  to  whom  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
belonged!,  away  from  Him,  by  whom  alone  the  entry  is  open  into 
heam.    But,  will  some  man  say,  what  like  thing  hath  Baptism 
with  this  embracing  of  Christ  ?    But  let  us  weigh  the  doings 
of  Christ  somewhat  more  hcedfully  than  such  kind  of  men  do. 
For  neither  is  this  to  be  lightly  passed  over,  that  Christ  com- 
mandeth  infimts  to  be  brought  unto  Him,  adding  a  reason  why, 
**  bfffWMf  of  inch  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.^*    If  it  be  meet  that 
mfimta  be  brought  to  Christ,  why  is  it  not  also  meet  that  they  be 
RoeiTed  to  Baptism,  the  sign  of  our  communion  and  fellowship 
with  Chiist  ?    If  the  kingdom  of  heaven  be  theirs,  why  should  the 
lign  be  denied  them,  whereby  there  is,  as  it  were,  an  entry  opened 
iHo  the  Cbnrch,  that  being  admitted  into  it,  they  may  be  num- 
bered among  the  heirs  of  the  heavenly  kingdom  ?    How  unjust 
ihall  we  be,  if  we  drive  away  them  whom  Christ  calleth  unto  Him  ! 
If  w«  wpcSi  them  whom  He  gandsheth  with  his  gifts  !   If  we  shut 
oat  tbem  whom  He  willingly  receiveth  !   But  if  we  will  examine 
bow  much  that  which  Christ  there  did,  differeth  from  Baptism, 
ytt  of  bow  much  greater  price  shall  we  have  Baptism,  (whereby 
wi  taedfy  that  infimts  are  contained  in  the  covenant  of  God,)  than 
nednng,  embracing,  laying  on  of  hands,  and  prayer,  whereby 
Christ  Himself  being  present,  dcclareth  that  they  are  both  his, 
adare  sanctified  of  li\mV''--Calvm's InMtUutionof  Bdigion,  irans- 

ItttdbgnomoB  Norton^  ISHBy  pp.  554,  555. 
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be  blessed,  for  Hedid  Himself  bless  tliem.  Shall 
we  deny  tlie  uinple  virtue  of  that  most  etfica* 
ciuus  benediction,  because  we  know  not  the 
manner  of  its  operation?  As  well  might  we 
deny  them  the  reasoning  powers,  because  we 
cuonot  discern  those  powers  in  exercise.  Shall 
we  deny  them  to  be  sinners,  because  thej 
know  not  the  law,  nur  the  nature  of  its  viola- 
tion ?  What  then  meant  that  Scripture  which 
declared  that  "  deal/i  reigned  even  over  them 
ihat  had  not  sinned  after  the  titniiUwif  of 
Adam's  transgression  ? '" '  Or  need  we,  lite  the 
meo  of  Sodom  in  their  blindness,  wearjing 
themselves  to  find  the  door  of  Lot's  house,  gt 
about  to  understand  the  maimer  in  which  die 
Righteousness  of  Christ  is  applied  to  them, 
seeing  God  is  as  gracious  in  imputing  to  then 
the  Righteousness  of  the  second  Adam,  aa  He 
was  just  in  imputing  to  them  the  sin  and  con- 
demnation of  the  first  ? 

If  then  the  nature  of  circumcision,  considered 
as  a  Sacrament,  was  the  same  within  its  limit! 
under  the  Law,  as  Baptism  under  the  Gospel, 
it  must  follow  that  children,  under  the  Cbiw- 
tian,   are  in  the   same  capaci^  to  receive  an 
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initiatory  Sacrament,  as  those  under  the  Abra- 
hamic  dispensation,  provided  they  are  ex- 
cluded by  no  new  command,  issued  upon  com- 
petent, that  is  upon  divine  authority.  If 
membership  with  the  Chiurch,  and  the  act  of 
inituttion  were  no  patriarchal,  or  legal  absur- 
dities,  they  can  be  no  evangelical  absurdities. 
lluMe  whom  God  hath  sanctified,  and  adopted, 
and  made  members  of  his  Church,  let  no  man 
presume  to  think  incapable  of  its  precious  pri- 
vOeges.  Yet  so  rash  have  been  the  adversaries 
of  Infiint  Baptism,  as  to  pronounce  those  to 
whom  we  deem  it  our  solemn  duty,  that  the 
Sacrament  should  be  imparted,  as  incapable  of 
leceiving  it,  as  the  young  ones  of  unreasonable 
creatures :  nay,  that  it  is  no  less  vain,  no  less 
impious  to  pray,  that  God  would  pour  forth  his 
Holy  Spirit  upon  them,  than  that  He  should 
illuminate  and  sanctify  a  stone  or  a  tree. 

Let  it  be  granted  that  infants  are  incapable 
of  some  of  the  immediate  ends  and  uses  for 
which  Baptism  was  ordained.  The  same  argu- 
ment, whereby  upon  this  ground  they  should 
be  excluded,  might  be  pleaded  against  many 
who  are  joined  together  in  the  holy  ordinance 
of  matrimony.  But  I  go  further,  and  add,  that 
it  would  be  a  valid  argument  against  the  cir- 
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cumcision  and  the  Baptism  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  He  could  not  possiWy  answer  all  the 
ends  of  either  Sacrament.  There  was  no  need 
of  hlood  to  typify  the  sacrifice  for  sin  on  hii 
behalf — there  was  no  ])i)Uution  of  the  flesh  to 
put  awny,  tliere  was  no  reinissioa  of  sins  to  be 
sealed.  The  Baptism  of  John,  who  performed 
that  rite  upon  our  Lord,  was  the  Baptism  d 
rfpL'ntimce  ;  but  the  Lamb  of  God  who  knew 
no  sin,  could  need  no  repentance:  yet  thus  it 
became  Him  to  fuliil  all  righteousness.  The 
same  objections  therefore,  which  may  be  con- 
jured up  by  the  perverscness  of  a  disputatious, 
or  the  bowilderings  of  a  scrupulous  spirit  agaiiut 
Infant  Baptism,  have  equfti  force  against  Infant 
Circumcision  ;  although  it  was  the  cxprm 
ordinance  and  appointment  of  God  Himself, 
even  as  Baptism  was  afterwards  enjoined  by 
the  personal  incarnation  of  the  Eternal  Son, 
who  is  very  God,  and,  having  assumed  our  I 
nature,  as  God  and  man,  is  one  Christ.  ' 

Sc,  Paul,  adducing  a  reason  why  the  womui 
who  hath  an  '  unbelieving  husband  should  not 
leave  him,  if  he  be  pleased  to  dwell  with  her, 
implies  the  right  of  children  within  the  Chris- 

'  See  Tawman  on  ihr  Sacnmnttoi  p.  Ill  H  ■»]. 
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tiaii  covenant  to  the  blessing  conveyed  by  it, 
and  therefore  to  the  initial  Sacrament  of  those 
blessings.     '^  The  unbelieving  htisband  is  sane- 
i^dby  the  believing  wife^  and  the  unbelieving 
wife  ie  sanctified  by  the  believing  husband;  else 
were  yo/ur  children  unclean,  but  now  are  they 
iolyJ*  ^     Surely  not  holy  by  natural  birth  and 
generation— for  such  an  assumption  would  be  in 
irreconcileable  opposition  to  his  whole  doctrine 
of  man's  innate  and    entire    depravity.     He 
rather  speaks  of  a  covenant  holiness,  and  so  of 
a  title  to  the  privileges  of  that  covenant.     The 
child  of  a  Christian  parent  brings  with  it  into 
the  world  nothing  but  the  corruption  of  our 
£dlen  nature,  and  the  divine  promises  of  the 
Ooapel  by  Baptism.     So  that  St.  Paul,  speak- 
ing the  mind  of  Christ  by  his  apostolical  autho- 
rity and  conunission,  attributes  a  holiness  to 
tiie  children  of  believing  parents,  whereby  they 
^re  more  capable  of  Baptism  than  the  offspring 
of  unbelieving  parents*     And  of  the  holiness 
^^hence   this  capacity  is  derived,  all  children, 
Ixnm  within  the   sacred  pale   of  Christianity, 
^thin  the  visible  Church  of  the  living  God, 
are  partakers,  although,  (as  we  have  seen)  only 

>  1  Cor.  viL  14. 
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one  of  their  parents  should  believe.  Shall  the 
privilege  be  less  when  both  profcM  the  faith  of 
Christ,  when  both  are  reputed  holy,  through 
fellowship  with  the  Redeemer's  Church  by  Bap- 
tism ?  For  even  the  holiness  which  was  derived 
tothem,relatively  from  their  parents,  before  they 
were  baptized,  or  whereby  they  became  capable 
of  Baptism,  was  conferred  upon  their  parents  in 
that  Sacrament.'  In  the  same  manner,  the 
Jewish  people,  the  branches,  were  holy,  because 
the  root  (the  patriarchs  for  whose  sake  they 
were  beloved)  was  holy.'  Thus  scripturidly  alss 
afiirms  our  own  judicious  Hooker.'  "  Godi 
by  covenant,  requireth  in  the  elder  sort  faith 
and  Baptism;  in  children,  the  Sacrament  of 
Baptism  alone,  whereunto  He  hath  also  ^veit 
them  right  by  special  privilege  of  birth  vn\ 
the  bosom  of  the  holy  Church."  * 


itUfl^ 


'  SeeJacI 


li.,  III.  470.«1. 
'  Book  V.  Sect  ». 
*  In  virtue  of  this  dcriTpd  holineu,  thii  intmiud   fai^ia 
faith  il  is,  that  a  creature  horn  in  lin,  whom  Ood  cMild  n< 
upon  in  itiflt,  but  must  for  eta  abhor,  becDmes  capable  ol 
isken  within  the  holy  bond  nf  the  bleaMd  Coiis 
ing  perfomiHl  npon  it  the  utmost  efficKy  of  the  work  ol 
Spirit,  which  is  signtJied   thorein.     And  tha  rhilil  thu 
l>^  0.1  truly  a  member  of  (he  Chunili  of  Chriit.  ki  the  sldfM  M 
uponihe  earth i  bvcniise  the  llntjSpiiilUufrvc  and  Minx 
work  hii  nroi4t  upoo  Ihe  bsbe  or  ih*  diild  i 
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It  is  among  those  radiant  truths,  which  oc- 
cupy the  eye  of  faith,  and  are  its  most  attrac- 
tive resting-places,  amidst  all  the  bright  con- 
stellations  of  love  wherewith  the  Bible  abounds, 
that  God  manifest  in  the  flesh,    *^  loved    the 
Churckf   and  gave  Himself  far  it;    that  He 
might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it  with  the  washing 
of  water  by  the  word.'*^     From  this  scripture  it 
may  be  thus  argued; — Those  for  whom  He  so 
(Sexed  up  Elimself,  that  they  might  be  saved. 
He  likewise  intends  to  bring  to  salvation,  by 
sanctifying  and  cleansing  them,  with  the  wash- 
ing of  baptismal  water.     But  He  gave  Himself 
likewise  for  in£EUits,  that  they  might  be  saved ; 
and    therefore,    infants  are  ordinarily  to    be 
cleansed  vidth  the  washing  of  baptismal  water, 
« purification  which  many  who  die  in  earliest 
life  could  otherwise  never  enjoy .^ 

I  must  not  omit  to  notice,  what  appears  to 
tee  a  very  powerful  argument  for  Infant 
baptism,  arising  from  the  solemn  command  of 


of  oonoeptioii,  u  He  is  to  work  his  work  on  the  hoary 
who,  inttead  of  hayrng  any  adyantage,  hath  Terily  the 
^Mdvantage  if  lo  it  may  he  called,  of  years  of  sinfulness  and 
VKodigality. — Irviiiff  ouBqptwm,  p.  211. 

^  Eph.  V.  26. 
*  Bp,  Hopkini'  Doctzine  of  the  Two  Saciamenta,  II.  406. 
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the  ascending  Saviour,  rightly  inlerpreted  and 
understood.  "  Go  ye  therefore  and  nmke  all 
nations  disciples,  baptising  them  iu  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
Holy  Ghost."  The  words  in  the  original,  plainly 
have  this  signification,  and  so  they  ought  to  bo 
translated.  Our  own,  and  other  European 
versions  indeed,  render  the  wordsi  "  Go  ye 
and  teach  all  nations ; "  whereby  the  first  occaaion 
was  given  to  the  enemies  of  Infant  Baptism. 
For  it  being  imagined  by  those  who  understood 
not  tlic  sacred  text  in  its  original  dress,  that 
our  Lord  enjoined  all  nations,  first  to  be  taught 
and  then  baptized,  they  concluded  that  nuU 
ought  to  partake  of  tiiis  Sacrament,  until  th&| 
had  lieeu  I'ully  instructed  in  the  principles  of  ths 
oracles  of  Christ.  But  the  originnl  word  whick 
we  render  "teach,"  rather  means,  "  mak« 
nations  followers  of  my  faith,  dlsdplca  to  thK 
truth  and  blessedness  of  my  salvation."  '  It 
thus  constantly  translated  in  the  oricnt&l  vc 
sions  ;  and  therefore  perhaps  the  sect  of  anl 
piedo  baptists  never  took  root  in  the  Churchtf 
of  tlie  cast.  Upon  this  ground,  our  Lord 
so  far  from  requiring,  as  a  necessary  prelude 


'  Sen  BlMb  xxrii,  £7 ;  i 
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Baptism,  that  children  should  be  first  taught, 
that  He  requires  rather  the  Sacrament  to  pre- 
cede, and  the  instruction  to  follow.^ 

The  sin  of  parents  has  been  often  urged,   as 
a  reason  against  the  admission  of  their  children 
to  the  ordinance  of  Baptism, — the  door  of  en- 
trance into  covenant  blessings.      But  surely 
^vrithout  good  reason.     Under  the  Law,    the 
Kiother  who  had  borne  a  man  child,  was  to  be 
3rq;axded  as  polluted  during  thirty  three  days ; 
'Was  permitted  to  touch  no  hallowed  thing ;  was 
<r<»nmanded  to  abstain  from  approaching  the 
.^anctuaiyf   until  the  days  of  her  purification 
^^ere  ended.     Nothing  however  is  mentioned 
:in  that  law  concerning  the  child's  uncleanness. 
Jt  was  to  be  circumcised  on  the  eighth  day, 
mDd  no  word  is  spoken,  either  of  its  pollution 
^MT  purification.     They  therefore,  who  can  find 
^o  let  or  hindrance  in  the  child  to  Baptism,  but 
«eek  one  in  the  parent,  to  wrong  its  deep  need 
^  this  initiatory  Sacrament,  may  thus  learn, 
tiiat  while  the  parent  was  personally  polluted, 
the  child  was  regarded  pure  and  unspotted, 
save  by  the  condemning  stain  of  its  original 


'  Bp.  Bemidge'f  Works,  III.  331,  Edit.  1709.  Hyde,  Chriit 
sidhii  Cbndi,  pp.  218, 214. 


child  «»  ^f-      „,„,t  .>«1»"""'J  ri«  of  <^- 
original  sin,  «         "vini""''-       .,,  ,t  pteswl 

ix;tro;^'^srs:;r2fi 


"  °  ■  till!     »«"    " 

;,  given    lte«";  „^,  „£  m 
vetj   pleiJe"'    ■ 
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surely  be  appended.      But  that  promise  was 
^ven,  and  a  strenuous  appeal  founded  upon  it 
to  the  hearts  and  consciences   of  the  Jews, — 
the  very  people,  the  adults  at  least  among  them, 
^ho   by  wicked  hands  had  crucified  and  slain 
the  Lord  of  glory.     "  When  they  heard  this, 
they  were  pricked  in  their  hearts,  and  said  unto 
Peter  and  the  rest  of  the  Apostles,  Men  and 
brethren,  what  shall  we  do  ?     Then  said  Peter 
unto  them,  Repent  and  he  baptized,  every  one 
of  you  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall 
receive  the  gift  of   the  Holy   Ghost '^  *     But, 
(retorts   the   objector,)    this    scripture    pleads 
hardly  against  infant  Baptism,  because  repen- 
tance, of  wliich  they  are  incapable,  is  demanded. 
Nay,  but  with  what  cogent  reason   doth  the 
Apostle  press  Baptism  upon  them :  surely,  by 
the   universality   of  the  promise,   and   of  the 
blessings  which  it  involved.     "  The  promise  is 
unto  you,  and  unto  your  children,  and  to  all 
that  are  afar  off;  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our 
God  shall  callJ^     The  promise   was   to  their 
children  not  less  than  to  themselves  ;  and  there- 
fore their  children  were  equally  entitled  to  the 
seal  of  that  promise.     If  they  asked,  how  this 

1  AcUu.37,88. 
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gracious  eupagement  on  the  part  of  God  vat 
tfj  bo  convej'fd  to  their  children?  the  answer 
has  been  already  given, — "  Repent  and  be  b^- 
tized."  They  who  were  conscious  of  actual 
sill,  were  commanded  to  exercise  pcnitencB 
and  broken  heartediiesa :  they  who  had  only,— t.j 
only  did  I  say,  alas,  it  is  iii  itself  a  dreadfiil 
and  a  crushing  wcight,^but  they  who  had  sim- 
]3ly,  the  guilt  of  original  sin,  were  to  have  it 
washed  away  in  tlic  laver  of  Baptism :  and 
those  first  motions  of  life  in  their  hearts,  wore 
to  be  followed  by  iiicreajte  of  light,  joy,  assur- 
ance, and  holiness. 

That  this  argument  may  not  be  thought  of 
human  imagining,  we  may  observe,  that  it  is 
used  by  the  same  apostle  in  terms  the  most  ex- 
press. In  the  case  of  Cornelius  and  his  family, 
he  justified  his  proceeding  on  tliis  very  ground. 
"  Shall  we  deny  Baptism  to  ihero  who  have  re- 
ceived die  Holy  Ghost  as  well  as  we  I  "  As 
though  he  had  said.  They  who  are  ci^iable  of 
the  same  grace,  are  entitled  to  the  san 
but  infanta  are  capable  of  the  same  grace — tb 
is  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  (for  tiie  promise, 
eternal  Comforter,  tlie  sum  and  substance  < 
New  Testament  promise,  is  to  our  childr^itil 
as  well  as  to  ourselves,)  and  therefore  they  aifr  1 
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entitled  to  its  sign  and  seal  in  the  Sacrament  6f 
Baptism. 
I  have  hinted  in  the  preceding  discourse  that 
if  .Jehovah  entered  into  a  covenant  with  the 
<Jews,   which   actually  involved  their  children, 
^ving  them  a  sign  of  its  truth,  permanency, 
sind  appendant  promise,    He  does  not  so  much 
love  the  Church,  as  He  did  the  synagogue,  if 
there  be  no  covenant  made  with  the  children  of 
Christian  parents.     Or,  if  He  hath  made  such 
covenant,  and  yet  the  seal  of  it  be  not  allowed 
to  our  little  ones — that  is,  unless  they  are  to  be 
baptized,  and  entitled  to   the  promises  of  the 
spiritual  covenant  of  the  New  Testament  in  the 
blood  of  Christ,  as  were  the  Jewish  babes  in 
their  more  dark  and  shadowy  refuge  of  mercy 
by  drcumcmcm,  then  this  grace,  though  it  may 
belong  to  our  inJ^t  offspring,  is  most  mourn- 
fully secret,  undeclared,  unsigned,  and  unsealed. 
And  oh  what  a  bereavement  of  parental  comfort 
is  involved  in  the  absence  of  the  broad  seal  of 
this  Sacram^it  to  parental  faith !    How  sad  and 
darkening  the  want  of  that  mercy,  in  outward 
testimony,  which  gave  the  father  of  the  faithful 
and  his  believing  posterity  so  much  comfo^  and 
assurance ;  and  which  is  not  less  necessary  to 
the  Christian  solicitudes  of  parental  love,  than 
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it    WB3    to    the    heart    of   Abraham    for  hia 

We  have  seen  that  when  the  all-sufficient 
God  first  gave  his  covenant  to  Abraham,  He 
gave  withal  a  commandment,  that  its  sign  should. 
be  ittipressod  upon  the  flesh  of  all  whom  itq^ 
wide  circumference  of  raercy  might  embrace.*^ 
When  the  Lord  our  Righteousness,  renevreA  , 
and  established  that  covenant,  in  his  own  bloo^. 
though  He  changed  the  sign.  He  repealed  na$j 
tlie  command.  Nay  He  added  a  new  command>| 
ment,  enjoining  the  new  sign, — Baptism,  with-, 
out  exception  of  any  who  had  been  former^ 
received  into  covenant.  So  tliat  we  are  u&datJ 
a  Iwo-fold  commandnient  to  baptize  our  infanlKH 
— -one,  of  God  who  first  made  the  covenant,  andy 
gave  the  commandment,  which  is  still  so  strong^,  i 
and  surely  in  force,  that  if  Christ  the  Lord  cf  J 
his  household  the  Church  had  not  changed  it^j 
we  were  all  bound  at  this  day  to  undergo  cii*-  ' 
curacision ;  and  one,  of  Christ,  who  hath  chi 
the  sign  but  not  the  covenant  nor  the 
mandment ;  and  wlio  hath  therefore  bound 
upon  tlie  obedience  of  all  who  are  not  exec] 
out  of  the  covenant;  that  is,  (so  far  as  thingt 

'  Buhop  TbjIot,  II.  389. 
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revealed  tell  us,)  upon  all  who  dwell  within  that 
City  of  Refuge,  the  visible  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Let  it  be  for  a  moment  imagined  that  the 
glorious  Head  of  the  Church  had  intended  to 
^brm   one  entirely  from  among  the  Gentiles, 
«iccording  to  the  Old  Testament  usage.     What 
^>ther  direction  could  have  been  needed,  than 
smply  to  give  a  charge  to  his  Apostles,  '^  Go  ye 
^md  proselyte  all  nations,  circumcising  and  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the   Holy  Ghost.'*     Could  his 
^tentaons  have  been  more  emphatically  ex- 
jpresaed  to  men,  veho  being  Jews,  must  have 
lad  the  same  apprehension  as  to  the  subjects 
^  initiation  under  the  Gospel,  as  they  had  en- 
tertained under  the  Law?     They  had  lived 
imder  a  dispensation  where  infants  were  ad- 
mitted into   the  Church  both  by  Circumcision 
and  Baptism.  ^     And  unless   they  had    been 
instructed  to  the  contrary,  they  must  naturally, 
^md  indeed  necessarily,  have  understood  their 
commission  to  baptize,  as  extending  to  infants 
equally  with  actual   believers.     What  is   the 


*  See  proof  of  this  in  WiU  on  Infimt  Bftptiiin,  Introduction  to 
PiitL 
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e  to  those  men  of  God,  the  mission aries, 
who  are  at  this  day  holding  up  the  banner  of 
the  cross,  and  carrying  the  light  of  divine  love, 
in  the  Lamb  of  God,  to  tlie  benighted  realms  of 
impurity  and  blood,  in  heathen  superstition? 
"  Go  ye  and  baptize  all  nations."  Cuuld  one 
among'  them  possibly  imagine,  that  iniaui^  were 
excepted  out  of  his  commission,  coming  from  a 
land  where  Infant  Biiptism  had  been  a  constant 
and  universal  practice  of  his  Church,  knowing 
it  su  to  be,  and  having  himself,  like  all  around 
him,  undergone  the  rite  ? 

I  will  press  the  argument  no  farther.  Enough 
has  surely  been  advanced  to  slicw,  that,  aa 
Infant  Circumcision  was  God's  ordinance,  ia 
the  Abrahamic  Dispensation,  so  ia  an  equivalent 
rite,  that  of  Baptism,  the  equal  ordinance  of 
the  same  God,  speaking  to  us  by  his  Son,  in 
the  open  and  unveiled  covenant  of  his  lova. 
So  decided  indeed  was  the  view  of  it  taken  in 
tlie  early  Church,  that  an  answer  is  y«t  on 
record  made  by  a  convocation  of  sixty-six 
bishops  summoned  by  St.  Cyprian,  ahout  am 
hundred  and  fifty  years  after  the  apostolic  era, 
to  answer  the  scruples  of  Fidua  an  iV&ican 
bishop,  who  desired  to  know  whether  it  was 
rightly  permitted  him  to  allow  tlie  Bapti^a  dl 
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infants  before  the  eighth  day  after  their  birth,  ^ 
seeing  that  period  had  been  so  plainly  stamped 
^th  the  signet  of  divine  authority,  for  the 
administration  of  Circumcision,  under  the  Jewish 
^dispensation.  The  conclusion  was  unanimous, 
^hat  infants  were  admissible  to  this  ordinance, 
*om  the  first  day  of  their  birth.  ' 

I  shall  hereafter  endeavour  to  shew  reasons 
"^hy  Circumcision  gave  way  to  Baptism,  under 
^e  Christian  dispensation.     In  the  mean  time, 
if  it  be  an  ordinance  of  God,  a  Sacrament  of 
•Jehovah,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  by  the 
:3ninistration  of  the  Word  made  flesh,  there  is 
the  loud   and  thrilling  call  of  the  Most  High 
<Tod  equally  upon  Christian  obedience,  as  upon 
[parental  love  for  infant  dedication  to  Him  by 
Baptism.    And  John,  yet  unborn,  did  not  more 
surely  leap  in  the  womb  of  Elizabeth,  at  the 
salutation  of  her  who  bare  the  Lord  of  glory, 
than    should  every    Christian    parent's    heart 
bound  with  joy  and  thankfulness  at  the  com- 
mand of  God  to  baptize    the   babe   of  many 
supplications,  many   hopes,    many  solicitudes. 
"  For  this  child  I  prayed,  and  the  Lord  hath 
given  me  my  petition  which  I  asked  Him,  there^ 

^  See  Wan  on  Infuit   Baptism,  Part  I.  pp.  44,  &c  where  the 
of  Cjprian  is  giyen  in  length.    Ed.  1705. 
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fore  also  I  hare  lent  him  to  the  Lord,  i 
he  liveth,  he  shall  be  lent  unto  the  Lor 
the  marginal  reading  stiU  more  beaut 
presses  the  pious  sentiment  of  this 
mother) — therefore  alto  he  whom  Ihavi 
bi/  petition  shall  be  lent  unto  the  Lord 

>  1  Sun.  ;.  27,  SB. 
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ARGUMENTS    FOR   INFANT    BAPTISM. 

(part    III.) 
MATTHEW  XXVIII.  19. 

^     Yl   THiaXFORB    AND     TXACH     ALL      NATIONS,      BAFTBINU 
"^XM  IN  THB  NAM!  OP  THB  FaTHSB,  AND  OP  THB  SON,  AND 

OF  THB  Holt  OHoer. 

T^HE  train  of  argument,  by  which  I  have  en- 
^voured  to  shew,  that  infants  are  capable  of 
initiation  into  the  covenant  of  mercy,  made 
>rith  sinners,  in  Jesus  Christ  for  their  salvation, 
is  briefly  this.  At  the  first  institution  of  Cir- 
cumcision, Abraham,  not  as  an  individttal, 
but  as  a/i?(iera/head,  was  circumcised  at  ninety 
years  old ;  and  all  the  men  of  his  household 
with  him.  In  like  manner,  at  the  institution 
of  Baptism  under  the  Gospel,  parents  and  mas- 
ters of  families,  being  adult  believers,  were 
first  baptized. 


^ 
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After  tlie  Circumcision  of  Abraham 
men  of  his  family,  their  infant  seed 
commanded  to  undergo  the  same 
promise,  in  its  fullest  extent  of  mercj 
ing  as  iTiinifdiately  and  as  entirely  to 
to  their  parents.  Agreeably  to  this  t 
dinance,  whole  families,  infants  iucl 
those  who  received  the  faith  of  Christ 
under  the  brighter  mercies  of  the  G- 
pensation,  were  admitted  to  Baptism 
they  also  had  a  direct  and  equal  iiilen 
exceeding  great  and  precious  promisi 
in  Christ,  made  kno^vn  to  them  by  k 
ing,  and  unchangeably  sealed  to  the 
death.  ] iidupendently  of  the  argun! 
Acts  ii.  35,  we  learn,  that  Cornelius, 
household  and  friends  were  baptizet 
and  her  Jiousehold ;  tlie  jailor  of  Ph 
his  family ;  the  household  of  Stephanui 
the  same  sign  of  the  covenant ;  and  it 
ly  be  imagined  that  no  infants  or  Uttit 
were  among  these  communitios  of  I 
faithful.  And  onco  more,  that  as  in 
of  circumcision,  when  any  stranger  wh 
undergone  it  became  a  proselyte  of  tl 
Church,  and  nished  to  join  himsel 
Lord  witJiin  its  communion,  he  was  tore 
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badge  of  his  faith,  at  whatever  period  of  life 
he  might  have  arrived.  Even  so,  in  these  last 
days,  if  an  infidel  shall  be  converted,  he  shall 
he  baptized  upon  his  personal  profession  of 
fEuth.  I  proceed  then  to  offer, 
IV.    Some  reasons  why  Baptism  should 

SUPERSEDE   circumcision  UNDER  THE  GOSPEL. 

There  are  few  among  the  faithful  followers  of 
our  Lord,  few  who  even  in  outward  confession 
have  taken  upon  themselves,  the  easy  yoke  and 
mild  burden  of  his  gracious  law,  who  hesitate 
to  receive  the  change  of  the  Sabbath  from  the 
last  to  the  first  day  of  the  week,  in  honour  of 
that  stupendous  triumph  of  Almighty  power, 
whereby,  not  the  world,  and  man  its  tenant, 
heir  and  sovereign,  were  created,  as  at  first, 
but  whereby  man's  soul  was  raised  firom  the 
death  of  sin  to  the  life  of  righteousness,  and 
his  body,  sown  in  the  corruption  of  the  grave, 
WIS  by  the  risen  Saviour,  as  the  first  firuits  of 
universal  resurrection,  raised  incorruptible  and 
glorious,  from  its  prison-house  of  death  and 
dissolution.  Yet  this  change  of  sabbatical  com- 
memoration pleads  no  express  command  of  the 
Lord  of  glory,  but  rests  upon  the  known 
custom  of  his  apostles;  while  the  change  of 
ice  from  Circumcision,  stands  upon  the 
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supreme  authority  of  his  own  injunctian, — 
"  Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations,  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  No  other 
sanction  tan  be  needed  for  tlie  alteration,  by 
those,  in  whose  hearts  there  is  a  response  Ui'  1 
the  Redeemer's  unspeakable  love.  J 

The  tender  wisdom    of  the  change,  however».J| 
and  its  moral  fitness    to    the    altered  cirrum-J 
stances,  under  which   the   Church  waa  placed!)  ^| 
are  no  less  conspicuous  than  the  supremacy  oi 
sovereignty,    wherein  it  orig:inated.     He   who 
came  to  form  one  Church,   purchased  hy  his 
blood,  sanctified  by   his  grace,  and  made  meet 
for  his  glory, — resolved,  in  order  to  efiect  th 
blessed  unity  and  brotlierhood  in  the  salvadt 
of  his  grace,  to  break  down  the  middle  wall  i 
partition  between  Jew  and  Gentile,  1 
the  enmity  of  ordinances  between  tliem, 
He  might  reconcile  them  into  one  body  o 
cross.     Circumcision,  next  to    sacrifice,  whul( 
the  oblation  of  the  Lamb  of  God  once  oSpre 
had  forever  abolished,  was  the  most  promina 
of    these  dividing  ordinances;   and   thcrefoi 
tliere  was  an  especial  fitness  in  the  institutii 
of  some  other  seal.     And  while  the  procuiM 
wherein  consisted  the   power  of  the  itigiu  r 
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ludned  the  same,  the  outward  ceremony  might 
weU  be  changed.   Tlie  Jews  had  become  odious 
lad  ridicuk>ii8  to  all  other  nations^  because  of 
this  rite.     Had  it  therefore  been  continued  by 
tbe   Saviour,   a  stumbling  block  would  have 
3een  cast  into  the  way  of  men's  conversion, 
Rrhereof  their  great  enemy  would  gladly  have 
laken  advantage,  to  make  the  faith  of  Christ 
crucified,  with  such  a  sign  of  its  profession, 
Doth  hateful  and  absurd  to  those  Gentile  na- 
doDMf  to  whose   ears  the  tidings  of  salvation 
were  brought.  The  doctrine  of  the  cross,  under 
Jie  most  favourable  circumstances  of  its  preach- 
ng,  would  be  to  the  Greeks  foolishness.     He 
herdore  who  knew  the  depths  of  prejudice  in 
he  carnal  mind  against  the  revelation  of  his 
price  in  the  matter  to  be  proclaimed,  resolved 
hat  there  should  be  nothing  to  disgust  in  the 
nmmmer  of  its  promulgation.     And  well  indeed 
or  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Church  would 
t  have  been,  if  the  preachers  of  his  gospel, 
ndl  the  undershepherds  of  his  flock,  had  al- 
rsjs  exercised  the  same  wise  and  salutary  ten- 
lemesa* 

Cixciimcision  was  also  a  rite  of  such  painful 
latuie,  that  men  would  have  shrunk  from  it, . 
ka  Zipporah  from  the  act  of  Moses:   it  was 

VOL.  II.  1 
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therefore  laid  aside,  as  quite  inconsistent  with 
the  first  badge  of  that  service  which  is  perfect  J 
freedom :  while  Baptism   was    substituted, 
an  easy  cerettionial,  whicli  pagans,  (as  paganism] 
was  nothing  tl^e  than  Judaism  corrupted  bjrl 
the  devil,)  praclisfcl  as  well  as   the  Jews;  audi 
therefore  would  he  the  more  readily  disposed  I»" 
receive  it.'     In  fact  our  blessed  ]!^rd  onl^  ap- 
plied that  which  was  amongst  the  most  commun^ 
to  the  highest  and  most  sacred  use :  so  that  ih^ 
same  element,  whereby  the  body  of  the  new  — 
bom   infant  is  cleansed  from  the  pollutions  i3» 
the  womb,  should  be   applied    to  remove  tlL« 
pollutions  of  sin,  and  renew  the  sOul  to  God.  * 
Circumcision  was  tlie  seal  of  inheritance  Ul 
the  land  of  promise,  and  the  badge  of  distinoi 
tion  between  Abraham's  posterity  and  all  other 
nations ;  that  so  this  visible  sign  might  maks 
them  strive  after  the  invisible  grace  which  it 
sealed, — the  rest  that  rem^etli  for  the  peopk 
of  God, — and  a  walk  of  corresponding  ho] 
When  therefore  Jew  and  Geo^e  became  am 
fold,  when  no  peculiarity  of  clime  or  counu^ 
was  to  be   regarded,  but  there  should  be  fO* 
Lord,  one  faith,  one  salvatio[i,-'ifh«3i  in  tmj 


a  Dimeaten,  p.  32A, 
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m  he  that  feared  God  and  wrought  righ- 
mess  was  to  be  accepted  of  Him,  the 
;e  of  appropriation^  the  seal  of  a  painful 
odious  singularity  gave  place  to  another 
le,  more  simple  and  more  suitable  to  its 
of  grace  and  general  mercy.^  The  rite  of 
nmcision^  is  moreover  abolished  under  the 
testament  of  redeeming  love^  by  the  au- 
iQr  of  the  great  Law-giver ;  because  the 
i  of  the  covenant,  whereof  it  was  a  memorial^ 
which  it  was  designed  to  prefigure,  has 
shed  upon  the  cross  by  the  crucifixion 
le  Lord  of  glory.  While  the  Jewish  people 
sfore  continue  this  rite,  they  declare  in 
what  in  the  dreadful  obstinacy  of  their 
ilief  they  constantly  affirm,  (and  that  with 
ihemies  of  the  name  of  Jesus,)  that  the 
1  of  sprinkling  has  not  been  shed,  nor  the 
iciliation  made  between  guilty  man,  and 
njured,  dishonoured,  holy  God  and  Judge, 
rcurndsion  was  used,  and  blood  shed  in 
»ming  it,  to  keep  in  memory  the  atonement 
wards  to  be  made  by  the  surety  of  the 
oant :  even  as  sacrifices  pointed  out  to  the 
sf  fiedth,  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  which 

1  Ligbt&ot*t  Woiki,  IV.  277. 
I  2 
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cleanseth  from  all  sid.  Baptism,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  un  unbloody  Sacrament,  because  the 
atonement  prefigured  by  Circumcision  has  been 
made.  The  Almighty  Head  and  J-AWgiwcT  of 
the  Church  therefore,  has  given  another  mode 
of  initiation  into  its  fold  of  spiritu&l  grace  and 
privilege,  especially  pointing  to  that  saoctifica- 
lion  which  follows,  when  the  blood  of  Christ  is 
applied  by  faith  to  the  soul. 

St.  Paul,  beseeching  his  brethren  of  Coli 
to  stand  fast  in  the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel, 
declares,'  "  that  they  were  complete  in  Christ, 
who  is  the  Head  of  all  principality  and  power. 
He  adds,  "  In  whom  alio  ye  are  circumcited 
with  the  CircumcUion  made  ivilAout  hand*,  in 
putting  off  the  body  of  the  situ  of  thejlenh,  by 
the  circumcision  of  Chriil :  buried  vUh  //in  ia 
Baptism,  loherein  also  ye  are  ritett  trith  Jlim, 
through  the  faith  of  the  operation  of  God,  vhc 
hath  raised  Him  from  the  dead."  What  mrani 
St.  Paul  by  the  circumcision  of  Cliriat  I  It  ii 
made  without  hands :  it  ia  therefore  &  supef' 
natural  and  spiritual  act.  It  is  alltnded  wii 
the  putting  off  the  body  of  the  sins  of  the  flrah, 
and  therefore  with  deliverance  from  thute  bur- 
densome ordinances  of  purification,  wbidi  testi- 
'  CoL  iL  ID— 12. 
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led  of  its  uncleanness,  the  body  of  the  flesh 
itself  being  put  off.  This  supernatural  and 
spiritual  act  therefore,  called  the  Circumcision 
of  Christ,  removes  that  body  of  sin  and  death, 
whose  presence  the  ceremonial  law  declared. 
And  what  is  this  act,  whereof  the  virtue  is  so 
wonderful  ?  Is  it  not  Baptism,  which  is  gram- 
Biatically,  as  well  as  substantially,  a  part  of  the 
whole  idea  included  under  the  Circumcision  of 
Christ  ?  Baptism  then  is  here  pointed  out  to 
us,  as  the  name  of  the  spiritual  work:  and 
washing  with  the  water  of  Baptism  is  the 
act  outward,  intended  to  signify  the  act 
inward,  done  without  hands,  of  putting  off  the 
body  of  the  sins  of  the  flesh.  For  what  is  a 
burial,  if  there  be  not  first  a  death  ?  And  what 
is  the  death  of  a  saint,  but  the  putting  off  the 
body  of  the  sins  of  the  flesh  ?  If  therefore  in  Bap- 
tism we  be  buried  with  Him,  as  it  is  said,  then 
in  Baptism  we  die  with  him.  If  in  Baptism  we 
die,  and  are  buried  with  Him,  we  are  thence- 
fiirth  rq^arded  by  the  Spirit,  as  having  suffered 
with  Christ  in  the  flesh :  as  being  dead  with 
Him  unto  the  power  of  sin,  yea,  unto  the  power 
crfdeath.^ 

>  Iniag  m  fiaptilm,  p.  196.    DaTenaat  on  Coloi.  i.  11, 12. 
VqIIL48S,&c. 
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the  Redeemer's  fold,  that  no  express  mention 
of  infiints  is  made  in  Scripture,  as  having  been 
admitted  to  partake  the  rite  of  Christian  initia- 
tion. I  have  already  observed  that  the  argu- 
ment, if  it  had  weight  at  all,  is  equally  valid 
against  the  change  of  the  sabbath.  It  may  be 
added,  that  it  would,  if  admitted  to  be  of  force, 
crash  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  which  cannot 
be  found  inculcated  imder  that  name  through- 
out the  whole  extent  of  the  word  of  God.  But 
the  Scriptures,  on  the  other  hand,  are  equally 
silent  against  deferring  the  Baptism  of  a  Chris- 
tian child,  until  it  came  to  years  of  discretion. 
And  surely  if  our  Lord,  in  his  capacity  of  legis** 
lator  of  the  Church,  hath  repealed  the  privilege 
of  in£mt  initiation,  it  becomes  those  who  deny 
it  to  them  to  show  that  repeal,  which  we  are 
persuaded  they  can  never  do.  The  task  of 
proof  lies  on  them. 

It  may  however  be  observed,  that  this  silence, 
so  fiir  from  being  an  objection  to  infant  Bap- 
tism, is  a  strong  confirmation  of  its  authority. 
If  in£mt  initiation  was  commanded  by  God  in 
(Srcumcision,  and  approved  by  Him  in  infant 
Baptism,  which  the  Jewish  Church  added  to 
hifant  Circumcision  under  the  law,  there  is 
mofe  reason  why  the  disciples  of  our  Lord 
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under  the  Gospel,  should  have  looked  for  s 
positive  and  express  abrogation  of  the  practice, 
than  for  a  direct  conunand  for  its  continoasce. 
Commands  usually  precede  practices  before  un- 
known. To  justify  the  continuance  of  a  rite  ^ 
already  familiar  to  the  experience  of  men,  it  is  -^m 
sufficient  that  it  be  not  cuuntennandcd.  The  ■  ~! 
Jews  who  so  fiercely  persecuted  the  8postle«,M^E> 
for  abolishing  the  customs  of  the  fathers,  unt^^B 
turning  the  world  upside  down,  never  chai^-'i^^S 
thenj  with  refiising  to  admit  children  into  covt^  "* 
nant,  which  they  certainly  would,  if  such  hades' 
been  the  apostolic  practice.'     It  surely  follow^^ss 


'  There  ig  indeed  bd  iaibuicc  sppaientlj  in  coDtnriitj  Id  i 
BUUment.  (See  Acts  xx'i.  20,  21.)    ■  The  Javigli  Chrinuuia  i 
Qnto  Paul,  "  Thou  B«tt  brgthtt,  how  nun;  tbaoaiidi  of  J. 
Lhore  are  that  believe  ;  and  ihey  are  all  uaJom  of  Ihr  t^T  ;  i 
[hej  are  infonned  of  ihre  thai  lliou  UochtMaU  Ihs  J>m  * 
are  among  the  Oeatilei  to  foinlie  Mowi,  BfiDgi  thM  their  ' 
not  to  circuinciK  their  children,  neither  to  *njk  afttr  tic 
lomB."     To  tetnoTR  the  prcjadkx,  the  great  ApoM)*  abmrei 
preacrihed  rite  of  porilication ;  lUid  upon  tli«  Hme  iiil>[aiiiiaa 
before  FircumdMd  Timoth}-.  (Aclsivi.  3.)    Bal  when  h»  I 
the  Jewi  abuaing  thia  cuUom.  to  dedime  fna  tl  k  nwriu 
righteouaoeai,  alteclj  lubTtraiie  of  tbe  iilariou  icliMn*  ol 
■alvstion,hy  God  who  juatiGei  the  ungodtir,  ia  lite  Blgbwoo 
of  bis  Sun,  he  initanOj  and  with  unninipmai(iu|c  trrttitr, 
tested  againit  dial  awfbl  perTenion.    •*  BaheU,  t  PkdI,  a; 
you,  that  if  je  be  circuincitcd,  Christ  shall  jruliX  vou  not 
For  T  teatify  ^ajn  to  every  man  that  is  areumdwU,  that  he 
debtor  to  do  ths  whole  law.    Cbiiii  ii  become  of  noM  «A«1 
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then,  that  if  infants  are  not  incapable  of  sacra- 
mental initiation  into  the  covenant  of  salvation, 
nor  expressly  excluded  from  it  by  our  Lord,  in 
his  capacity  of  Lawgiver  to  his  Church,— if 
moreover,  they  had  their  share  in  this  blessing  of 
his  grace,  under  the  legal  dispensation,  they  are 
allowed  their  portion  in  it  under  the  Gospel ; 
they  have  a  claim,  to  which  the  hearts  of  those 
who  love  them  in  spiritual,  not  less  than  in 
natural  bonds  of  affection,  should  gladly  and 
gratefully  respond.  There  is  far  greater  reason  to 
conclude,  that  our  Lord  would  have  prohibited 
in£uit8  from  the  laver  of  Regeneration  in  Bap- 
tism, if  it  had  been  his  intention  that  they  should 
not  have  been  baptised,  than  that  He  should 
have  commanded  them  to  imdergo  this  sign  and 
seal  of  blessedness,  if  it  had  been  his  intention 
to  continue  the  practice  of  infant  Baptism.  It 
was  useless  to  command  what  the  apostles 
would  naturally  have  done,  unless  He  had  strictly 
prohibited  them ;  and  that  prohibition  He  never 
gave,  because  He  never,  to  say  the  least,  uttered 
t  word  which  could  imply  the  exclusion  of 
children.     If  on  the  other  hand,  infants  had 

ion,  wluMoerer  of  yoa  are  justified  by  the  law ;  ye  are  fiJlen 
fioa  giaoa.  For  we  through  the  Spirit  wait  for  the  hope  of  righ- 
by  fidth.**  GaL  ▼.  2-5. 
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never  received  the  seal  of  the  cov^iant,  it  had 
been  not  merely  expedient,  but  necesuiy  to 
command,  that  it  should  be  affixed  to  them,  in 
token  of  their  membership  with  the  mjetical_ 
body  of  Chriat,  and  as  the  pledge  of  his  £iTOur_ 
If  on  the  contrary,  He  had  intended  to  excludes 
them  from  a  privilege   long  enjoyed,  it  musH 
have   been  by  a   positive   act,  an   act  eqnalliB 
abhorrent  from  the  yearning  tenderness  of  bi^ 
heart  towards  them,  and  from  hismissioQ,  n(^^ 
to  make  void,  but  to  fulfil  the  law.' 


■  See  Hole  on  the  Call 
thoH  who  den;  In&nu'  Iia)itlMi 
for  il,  DOT  exsmplc  in  Suriplun 
ciiion.     Now  thU  considecatio 

were  do  other  to  be  girpn.     If  Baptiim,  and  bif tiuog  of  Infaac: 
had  been  aa  itnuige  aiid   anai^Fii  and   anhnaid   of  a  ihtnn  IIL  tl 
world,  till  John  the  Baplist  came,   aa  CiiranKanon  iVMa  till  Oi 
appointed  il  to  Abraham,  there  i>  no  doubt,  Iml  Ibio*  wnoU  la 
been  a  command  or  eiajnple  upre»l;  {nvm,  &n  the  b 
in&nta,  if  indeed  Ood   n^ould   h.ir;   ihnn  to  ba  b 
waa  for  tbe  circnmciiiiii;  nf  in 
to  be  drcumciied.     Bui  when  thp  biptinng  at  U 
thing  aacommonlj  known,  and  aa  commanlytu 
came,  and  to  hia  nrj  coming,  an  any  holf  lUng  tl 
among  the  Jewi,Bndthc}-  wen  u  well  aaqnunted  wiA  i 
Baptiamaa  theyweteailliin&ntt'Cirnund^DIi,!!  dothiu 
that  then  needed  ao  eipme  and  punctnal  a 
to  be  fciven  foTthe  bapti»ng  of  inbnla,  irhkli  mu  inll  ■ 
known  alrjadj,  aa  th?rd  needed   fnr  CircBSrlac 
otheta,  which  wu  a  tbiiig   that  liil  it 
batrd  nt  or  dnamed  ol  iu  tiie  woild.    . 
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They  who  were  aliens  from  the  common- 
wealth of  Israel,  strangers  from  the  covenants 
of  promise,  having  no  hope,  but  being  without 
Christ,  and  without  God  in  the  world,  were,  as 
I  have  observed,  to  be  taught  the  precious 
troths  of  salvation,  and  then  baptized.  But 
being  thus  admitted  of  the  household  of  God, 
their  children  were  also  admitted  upon  the 
warrant  of  parental  £uth;  and  then  taught  the 
duties,  privileges,  glowing  hopes,  and  everlasting 
blessings  of  the  fedth,  whereinto  they  had  been 
by  Baptism  instated,  even  as  Abraham  was  first 
taught,  then  circumcised,  while  Isaac  was  first 
circumcised,  and  then  taught  to  know  Jehovah, 
and  cling  to  the  mercies  of  his  salvation. 

It  has  been  argued,  that  Infant  Baptism 
cannot  be  enforced  firom  the  Sacrament  of  Cir- 
cumcision ;  because  the  latter  was  only  a  type 

•tm^  thing,  wlien  John  came  haptUing ;  but  the  rite  was  known 
M  wvll  by  ereiy  one,  that  nothing  was  better  known  than  what 
Biplum  wai.  And  therefore  there  needed  not  such  punctual  and 
eiiet  roles  about  the  manner  and  object  of  it,  as  there  had  needed, 
if  it  had  never  been  seen  before.  What  needed  it,  in  the  Gospel, 
to  Idl  thai  soch  or  snch  persons  were  to  be  the  objects  of  Baptism, 
It  was  as  well  known  before  the  Gospel  began,  that  men, 
roBMB,  and  childien,  were  the  objects  of  Baptism,  and  were 
at  it  is  to  be  known  that  the  sun  is  up,  when  it  shineth 
tt  waatfdKjr'—JUgk^btfL  IV.  409.    See  ain  LightfoU.   Hone 
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of  the  former;  and  consequently  not  binding, 
when  t}ie  substance  was  come,  in  the  fully  re- 
vealed salvation  of  the  Gospel.  But  the  case 
is  otherwise.  The  blood  of  the  legal  sacrifices 
was  indeed  a  shadow  and  representation  of  the  -* 
blo(jd  of  Christ,  and  of  the  absolute  perfection,  — 
wherewith  it  purges  the  conscience  from  dead— ^^ 
works,  to  serve  the  living  God.  The  brazen_^« 
serpent  typified  Him  who  was  lifted  up  on  tht'  — 
cross;  and  its  virtue  shadowed  forth  the  Almightii^i^ 

efficacy  of  his   atoning  sacrifice.     The  deliver 

aiice  of  Noah  and  his  family  in  the  ark,  wa^^ 
indeed  a  type  of  Baptism,  as  we  leam  froit::::^ 
1  Pet.  iii.  21.  The  waters  of  tlie  flood  shadoweciS 
out  this  Sacrament,  the  ark  being  a  tj-pe  of  th^s"" 
Church,  and  the  waters  through  which  i^^ 
passed  those  of  Baptism,  in  the  ark  of  th^^^ 
Church.  The  pillar  of  fire  and  of  cloud  w«-^^ 
a  type  of  Baptism :  and  so  was  the  water  *>—  ^ 
sprinkling,  wherein  the  ashes  of  the  red  heifc  — 
had  been  poured.'     But  the  parallel  of  C 

I  See  Thomas  Jnckton'a  Worka,  I.  519  \  Itl.  SH. 
ihingi  which  we  have  epokvD,  boLti  of  manifiaoita  and 
■re  ihadowed  out  in  the  people  ei  Itrad,  «b*B  ftv  tb« 
came  the  Apoiile  uiilh  u  have  ben  bapluad  ia  d 
the  lea.     Monifying  irai  figured,    whan    th*  Liiirl>  dalii 
them  aut  of  ihr  hand  of  Pharaoti,  and  Ccom  cniel  bcnllfri 
for  them  a  wa;  thioogb  tin  lUd  S«a, 
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ind  antitype  holds  not  between  circumcision 
nd  Baptism;  because  the  one  has  no  symbolical 
keness  to  the  other.  Is  Baptism  a  Sacrament 
f  initiation  into  the  covenant  of  grace  ?  So» 
B  we  have  seen,  was  circumcision  under  the 
MW*  Is  Baptism  a  seal  of  the  righteousness 
f  faith?  So  was  circumcision  in  the  elder 
ay  of  salvation.  Doth  Baptism  confirm  the 
Dvenant?  So  did  circumcision.  In  these 
espectSy  Baptism  does  in  the  gospel  day,  what 
Cs  elder  sister  circumcision  did  before  the  day 
tar  of  that  salvation  arose  upon  our  darkened 


4£f  and  tlie  Egyptian!  their  enemies,  that  followed  them  hard 
t  their  liacki,  and  were  even  at  their  necks,  to  overtake  them. 
'or  after  the  same  manner  also  He  promiseth  to  ns  in  Baptism,  and 
Y  a  sign  giren,  sheweth  ns,  that  we  are  by  his  power  bronght 
nth  and  delivered  ont  of  the  thraldom  of  Egypt,  that  is  to  say, 
Bt  of  the  bondage  of  sin :  that  our  Pharaoh  is  drowned,  that  is 
)  wKfi  the  devil,  although  even  so  he  ceaseth  not  to  exercise  and 
niaij  na.  In  the  dond  was  a  sign  of  cleansing.  For  as  then  the 
jord  covered  the  people  with  a  cloud,  cast  over  them,  and  gave 
hem  refreshing  cold,  lest  they  should  fiunt  and  pine  away  with 
oo  cruel  burning  of  the  sun  ;  so  in  Baptism,  we  acknowledge  our- 
atres  covered  and  defended  with  the  blood  of  Christ,  lest  the 
iefgtity  oi  Ood,  which  is  indeed  an  intolerable  flame,  should  be 
Kfrnt  va.  But  although  this  mystery  was  dark,  and  known  only 
lo  few,  j«t  because  there  is  none  other  way  to  obtain  Salvation, 
hot  in  these  two  graces,  (mortification  and  washing)  Ood  would 
not  take  away  the  sign  of  them  both,  from  the  old  fi&thers,  whom 
}U\Miwiaj^Ui\ieh^i%''~Chlvm'iIndUMteibyNortony  157& 
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world,  besides  confirming  faith,  and  increasing 
grace  by  virtue  of  prayer  unto  God.  Circum- 
cision never  was  the  shadow,  but  the  body  and 
substance  of  a  Sacrament.  It  could  therefore 
be  no  more  a  type  of  Baptism,  than  the  broad 
seal  of  England  three  hundred  yean  ago,  was 
a  type    of  that  sea],  whereby  the  acts  of  our— 

present  sovereign  are   authenticated  and   con ^ 

finned.     Circumcision  was,  in  its  degree,  to  thi.—  ~J 

full  as  real  and  substantial  an  ordinance,  as  Bap 

tism  at  the  present  hour :     and  therefore    th^^^ 

latter  succeeded  to  the  former,  not  aa  the  anti- 

type  to  the  type,  not  as  the  rising  sun  to  ibe::^;^' 
morning  star,  which  foretells  its  brightness :::-  ■ 
but  as  one  positive  institution  succeeds  to  ano— — 
ther,  at  the  will  of  that  authority  wherein  boll^^^ 
originated,  and  whereby  both  or  either  migh^^* 
be  continued  or  withdrawn. 

Some  Socinians  indeed,  argued  the  fitnes^^^ 
of  abolishing  Baptism  altogether  in  Christiai^^* 
nations,  where  the  great  body  had  already  i 
ceived  it ;  alleging,  aa  the  Jews  had  done  before^* 
them,  that  the  Baptism  of  the  father  sufficeij 
for  them,  and  for  their  posterity.  Socinm 
himself  first  gave  this  poor  reason,  at  whicl^^s 
so  many  of  his  followers  have  grasped,  if  tho^  T 
they  might  dishonour  Jesuf  "*" 


icei^^l 
inn^4 
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it  matters  not,  saith  he,  whether  those  who  are 
bom  of  Christian  parents  and  profess  the  Gos- 
pel^  as  did  their  parents,  be  baptized  or  not : 
equally  indiiSerent  is  it  whether  their  initiation 
tf  it  must  take  place  at  all,  date  from  in£mcy, 
or  riper  years.  And  why  was  this?  Is  it  diffi- 
mlt  to  discern  the  enmity  of  that  arch  heretic's 
amid,  against  the  great  doctrine  of  the  Trinity 
in  Unity, — a,  doctrine,  against  which  infideUty 
Dould  hardly  hope  to  succeed  (as  indeed  the 
gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it,)  so  long 
Bs  persons,  whether  infant  or  adult  were  bap- 
tized into  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

The  opponents  of  infiemt  Baptism^  have  them- 
lelves  acknowledged  that  it  was  practised  so 
early  as  at  the  end  of  the  second,  or  the  begin- 
ning of  the  third  century  :  gaining  ground, 
Until  near  the  end  of  the  fourth  century  ;  when 
it  oontinaed  the  stated,  settled,  undeviating 
practice  of  the  whole  Church  for  eleven  hun- 
dred years,  and  more,  until  the  Anabaptists  of 
Munster  brought  in  their  opinions ;  and  with 
them  the  licence,  pollutions,  and  horrors,  thatdis- 


^  Rcr.  C.  Jenam  on  Secession  firom  the  Church  of  England, 
^M*sd  in  the  Cbuch  of  England  Magazine,  Part  X^  p.  131. 
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graced  and  impeded  the  Reformation  in   luany.j 
parts  of  Germany,    But  if  it  can  be  shewn  that 
there  never  were  any  limitations — that  on  the 
other  hand,  as  it  was  an  apostolic  practice  to  bap- 
tize infants,  so  it  was  continued  down  &om  them^ 
even  to  the  day  when   Luther  first  hurled  th^ 
thunders  of  the  Bible  against  the  abominatioa^ 
of  Rome;  it  will  equally  appear,  that  they  wh»D 
object    to  the  Church   of  England  Baptism  ol 
infants    have    done  so  without  a  cause.     Be  it 
then  supposed  that  Christians  were  now,  as  it 
is  alleged  they  were,  at  the  close  of  the  seconi 
centurj-,  in  the  uniform  habit  of  admitting  oafy 
adults  to  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism.     Suppon 
an  individual  came  forward  to  assert,  that  thii 
universal    assent   of   Christians    is    founded  in 
error,  unsupported  by  apostolical  usage,  directfy 
in   opposition    to    scriptural    precedent;    aoj 
should  immediately  and  vehemently  insist  UpoB 
the   right  of  infants   to  the  blcsisings  of  thil 
sacrament.  Would  suchanextTaordinaryavondi 
and  consequent  demand,  gain  immediate  creSt, 
and  silence  all  objections  t  Would  it  be  ushend 
in   to  the  reception   of  the   universal    Churcki 
with  loud  acclamation  of  consenting  minds,  M 
a  Roman  General  to  his  triumph  in  the  capitt^ 
followed,  welcomed,    applauded  by    evwy  ib- 
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liabitant  within  the  city  walls  ?  Or  would  not 
the  announcement  rather  be  treated  with  con- 
tempty  as  the  dreamings  of  one  beside  himself? 
If  however,  contrary  to  aU  probability  it 
should  gain  him  proselytes,  would  not  a  host  of 
antagonists  startup,  like  the  fabled  combatants 
of  old  from  the  dragon's  teeth,  to  oppose  the 
strange  thing  thus  brought  to  men's  ears? 
Would  not  every  advocate  for  apostolic  usage — 
every  zealot  for  scriptural  Church  membership, 
gird  on  his  harness,  and  go  forth  to  warfare 
with  an  enemy  so  unexpected,  and  so  danger- 
ous? Should  it  still  spread  (like  the  impure 
and  baleful  doctrines  of  Mahomet,  over  the  sur- 
&ce  of  the  Christian  world)  until  amidst  all 
opposition,  it  was  embraced  by  every  denomina- 
tion of  men  who  owned  allegiance  to  the  Gos- 
pel, would  there  be  no  record  of  an  event  so 
mighty,  of  a  revolution  so  stupendous?  And 
yet  such  a  change  is  said  to  have  taken  place 
within  the  Church  of  Christ,  at  the  end  of  the 
second  century.  At  a  period  when  the  practice 
of  the  Apostles  must  have  been  familiar  to  the 
liousehold  of  God,  and  their  authority  unchal- 
lenged, it  is  asserted  that  every  Christian  in 
every  Church,  in  every  nation  where  Christ  is 
named,  advocated  the    exclusive    Baptism  of 
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adults,  without  one  solitary  instance  of  cxcqi^ 
tion  in  favour  of  infants.  All,  with  one  can^i 
sent,  without  a  murmur  of  opposition  had  thrust. 
them  from  the  pale  of  the  covenant.  But  at' 
this  moment  the  unanimity  was  disturbed,  tb* 
universal  practice  set  at  nought,  and  subverted: 
Tile  new  opinion  for  Infant  Baptism  made  a 
proselyte  of  universal  Christendom.  By  vhii 
art,  by  what  power  could  this  mighty  chan^be 
achieved  ?  By  what  name  was  the  individiui 
who  commenced  it  known  ;  to  what  nation  lild 
he  belong?  What  were  his  ai^uments— bj 
what  overwhelming  force  did  he  silence  objefr 
tion,  eradicate  prejudice,  subdue  passion,  il>i 
lead  the  whole  Christian  world  bound  to  the 
car  of  this  great  triumph  ?  We  demanil  ibe 
recorded  history  of  this  alteration ;  but  we  aA 
ill  vain.  An  essential  change  hutfa  paaaod  up<n 
the  Church  of  the  Redeemer.  Apostolic  usage 
has  been  abolished  ;  a  practice  utterly  unwri^ 
tural  has  been  introduced ;  Utd  nobody  knu^ 
by  whom.  No  record  of  the  controvcr«» 
wherein  the  Church  was  engaged  relates  thit 
any  such  change  was  contemplated,  still  1* 
that  it  was  effected.  To  such  difficulties  «• 
we  reduced  by  the  assumption  that  only  adult 
Baptism  was  practised   until  the  end  of  tlw 
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fecond  century,  and  then  the  Church  of  God 
suffered  in  this  respect  an  entire  change  of  its 
constitution.  We  have  on  the  other  hand 
every  proof,  short  of  actual  demonstration,  that 
infiints  enjoyed  the  first  blessed  Sacrament  of 
the  Church  in  the  days  of  her  apostles,  and 
agreeably  to  the  express  command  of  her  gra- 
cious and  glorious  Founder. 

I  pass  on  to  a  few  of  the  testimonies  left  by 
those  fathers  of  the  Church,  who  were  the  most 
competent  witnesses  of  her  practice,  to  whom 
we  can  refer,  and  who,  on  this  ground  at  least, 
demand  and  deserve  our  reverence,  as  the  best 
expositors  of  her  practice.  Justin  Martyr  wrote 
about  forty  years  afiter  the  Apostles.  He  says, 
"  Several  persons  among  us  of  sixty  or  seventy 
years  of  age,  who  were  made  disciples  to  Christ 
in  their  childhood,  continue  still  uncorrupted, 
or  virgins.''  The  term  '  made  disciples,'  is  pre- 
cisely that  which  has  been  used  by  our  Lord  in 
ccmnexion  with  Baptism ;  and  which  our  trans- 
lators have  rendered  '  teaching '  —a  most  for- 
oble  proof  of  infant  initiation  into  the  Christian 
eovenant.  Again,  '  We  also,  who  by  Him 
(the  alone  Mediator)  have  had  access  to  God, 
bave  not  received  carnal  circumcision,  but 
tpiritoalf  and  we  have  received  it  by  Baptism, 
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through  the  mercy  of  God  because  we  were 
sinners  :  and  in  the  same  way  are  all  personi 
enjoined  to  receive  it.'  ■  Irenieus  was  a  cham- 
pion for  the  faith  uiid  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesui* 
about  sixty-seven  years  after  the  Apostolic  diy. 
And  what  is  his  testimony  ?  '  He  (Jestl* 
Christ)  came  to  save  uU  persons  by  Himself— 
all,  I  meaii  who  are  by  Him  regenerated  unto 
God,  infants,  and  httle  ones,  and  children,  iM 
youths,  and  elder  persona.  This  regeneniticiili 
Justin  Martyr  most  plainly  and  emphaticallf 
refers  to  Baptism.' '  Of  this  regeneration,  in* 
fants  were  plainly  capable — and  if  it  were  ill' 
deed  only  another  name  for  Baptism,  a»tH 
testimony  of  the  earliest  fathers  unite  to  pro»% 
it  clearly  shews  not  only  that  infants  wBrt 
capable  of  Baptism,  but  actually  and  constandj 
enjoyed  it.  Tertulhan,  who  taught  about  o* 
liundred  years  after  the  Apostolic  era,  gi»* 
some  reasons,  into  which  it  is  unnecessary  ta 
enter,  why  Baptism  may  be  profitably  delnyei 
especially  in  the  case  of  little  children  ;  « 
opinion  in  which  he  is  singular  among  !«• 
brethren— but  the  very  caution  moat  deciilci^ 
implies  the  prevalence  of  the  custom.     OrigeSr 
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ho  wrote  about  ten  years  afterwards,  observes, 
Infants  are  baptized   for  the  forgiveness  of 
ins.    Of  what  sins,  or  when  have  they  sinned: 
r  how  can  any  reason  of  the  laver  in  their  case 
told  good?  except  according  to  that  sense  which 
ve  mentioned  even  now  ?    None  is  firee  from 
Pollution,  though  his  life  be  but  of  the  length 
^one  day   upon  the  earth ;  and  it  is  for  that 
nisoD,  because  by  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism, 
^  pollution  of  our  birth  is  taken  away,  that 
Q^ts  are  baptized."^      In  this  passage  we 
we  a  plain  declaration  of  Infant  Baptism,  in 
^  very  early  Church,  and  that  upon  the  groimd 
tf  a  pollution  coextensive  vnth  the  whole  hu- 
ll^ race.     It  is  unnecessary  to  bring  forward 
^y  more  from  the  great  cloud  of  witnesses  ad- 
duced by  the  divines  of  the  Anglican  Church, 
ikr  the  Apostolic  origin  of  Infant  Baptism  ;  or 
ither  for  the  Apostolic  execution  of  that  large 
aid  comprehensive  commission  of  mercy,  where- 
vith  the  great   Head  of  the  Apostles  had  in- 
mated  them ;  and  which  He  had  ordained  as 
ht  entrance  door  into  that  fold  of  salvation, 
irhere  they  were  to  feed  his  lambs  and  his 
dieep  with  the  bread  of  life. 

^  Wan  on  Infrnt  Bftptiwn,  p.  34*    His  series  of  proo£i  on  this 
iiibjtct  is  eomplete  and  inefragable. 
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The  prccedingf  discourses  may  be  regarded  W 
a  foundation  whereon  the  practical  character,  fl« 
spiritual  privileges,  the  momentous  duties.  ti» 
glowing  hopes,  the  sacred  claims  and  ohligationi 
arising  out  of  the  holy  Sacrament,  ordained  by 
the  Lord  of  glory  for  Ms  Church,  must  rat. 
It  is  for  you  to  judge,  with  the  word  of  tie 
trulli  of  God  in  your  hands,  whether  that  foon- 
datioii  hath  been  rightfully,  lawfully,  and  mf" 
ficiently  laid.  If  really  so,  then  I  would  affec- 
tionately exhort  those  who  may  heretofore  hwt 
indulged  the  persuasion,  groundless  in  iueua 
and  cruel  to  the  little  ones  whom  Jesus  called 
in  the  tenderness  of  mercy  to  Himself,  wheihtf 
they  may  guiltlessly  hold  early  Baptism  lightlyi 
and  defer  it  from  day  to  day,  from  month  W 
month,  from  year  to  year  ?  I  aak,  wlietJier  ihlf 
who  cannot  help  themselves,  must  l}e  abandoa«« 
to  extraordinary  helps  for  salvation,  whereof*" 
have  no  assurance,  and  of  which  we  have  no 
scriptural  warrant,  white  we  neglect,  on  their l*- 
half,  adopting  the  way  and  means  which  come  tO 
us  enforced  by  a  precept  of  Christ,'  by  the  ol**; 
diencc  of  his  Apostles,  and  by  the  imitation  «■ 
the  Church  ?  I  aak,  whether,  to  short,  it  be  do^  * 
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iglect,  for  which  we  must  be  prepared  to  an- 
rer  unto  God,  at  the  bar  of  eternal  judgment, 
lat  we  have  delayed  to  make  our  children,  in 
lis  holy  rite,  members  of  Christ,  children  of 
rod,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ? 
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It  is  one  among  those  sacred  and  profiublt 
truths,  wliich  the  obedience  of  Christian  faith 
soon  leama  to  lean  upon  and  embrace,  th»l 
"  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  tlie  tMagi  4 
the  Spirit  of  God,  for  they  are  foalithnest  tof 
him  i  neither  can  he  know  them,  hecaute  tkey  aft 
spiritually  discerned,"^  that  the  surface  of  • 
scriptural  statement,  hastily  or  slightljr  ex- 
amined, may  give  no  indication  of  the  spiriH* 
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^e  which  Kes  below :  and  that,  in  order  to 
>en  and  enjoy  its  gracious  wealth,  we  must 
ten  make  entrances  into  it  from  other  parts 
the  divine  word.  An  ordinary  reader  of 
'ripture,  regardless  of  its  references,  would  see 
the  text  only  the  record  of  a  petty  dispute 
tween  two  rival  children ;  wherein  the  mo- 
er  of  one  party  interfered,  and  ungenerously 
)k  advantage  of  her  power  over  her  husband, 
banish  the  rival  of  her  son  from  his  father's 
nse,  and  to  concentrate  the  whole  of  Abra- 
tn's  heart  and  possessions  upon  the  object  of 
r  own  exclusive  tenderness.  But  when  the 
)ly  Ghost,  by  the  hand  of  St.  Paul  ^  draws 
lethe  veil,  behind  which  little  or  nothing 
jht  be  expected,  and  enables  the  observer  to 
npare  spiritual  things  with  spiritual,  a  sublime 
itery  becomes  manifested;  a  picture  of 
azing  grandeur  is  presented  to  the  mind, 
ik  with  the  terrors  of  Sinai,  and  radiant  with 
i  brightness  of  evangelical  light  and  love. 
leLaw  and  the  Oospel,  life  and  death,  bless* 
I  and  the  curse,  are  there  put  into  a  stem  and 
oooncileable  opposition,  of  which  the  dispute 
tween  Ishmael  and  Isaac,  and  the  relative 
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position  of  each  in  Abraham's  house,  vuluU 
faint  and  feeble  emblem;  and  ihe  reader  u 
coninianded  to  choose  between  tliem. 

The  primary  nnd  obvious  sense,  must  Ml 
however,  he  passed  by  and  forgotten,  in  th** 
which  Is  secondary  and  spiritual;  although tlif 
weight  and  value  of  the  latter  excecilJngly  tnii»- 
cends  the  former.  In  fact,  the  historj-  i*  llw 
key  to  the  allegory  :  it  is  the  Lolj  place  which 
must  be  passed,  hi  the  way  to  the  most  liolji 
if  the  wonders  there  disclosed  are  to  be  pB- 
perly  understood,     I  propose  then  to  examiK 

I.  The  Historical  Fact. 

II.  Its  Allegorical  Character. 

A  rapid  and  hurried  glance  is  all  tlmt  can  h* 
taken.  I  must  intreat  you  to  carry  thcaA* 
ject  into  your  closets  for  prayerful  diligenl  (•" 
amination :  as  one  that  will  abundantly  ttftf- 
the  time  spent  in  holy  meditation  upon  iL 

I.  The  Historical  Fact. 

Ishraael  was  thirteen  yean  cM,  when  ih* 
long-promised  child,  the  long  exercise  of  Abii- 
ham's  enduring  faith,  and  of  his  hope  agiiixl 
hope,  was  given  to  his  prayers,  in  the  birttol 
Isaac.  Of  the  time  when  it  was  customary  I" 
wean  the  child,  from  the  milk  of  bii  mothtf  * 
breast,  to  stronger  food,  there  is  no  certsio^' 
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;  probably  differed,  according  to  constitutional 
igour,  and  consequent  fitness  for  the  change, 
iven  so,  even  with  such  wisdom,  and  tenderness 
f  love  doth  the   Holy   Ghost  provide  for  the 
piritual  sustenance  of  the  children  of  God; — 
'eeding  them,  like  the  Saviour  his  disciples,  as 
they  are  able  to  bear  it.     "  I  have  fed  you" 
said  St.    Paul,    addressing    the    Corinthians, 
'*  with  milky  and  not  with  meat :  for  hitherto  ye 
were  not   able  to  bear  it :  neither  yet  now  are 
tie  able.'' ^     "  When  for   the   time,''   saith  the 
9ame  condescension  of  Apostolic  love,  to  the 
Hebrew  converts,  "  ye  ought  to  be  teachers,  ye 
hive  need   that  one  should  teach  you   again, 
which  be  the  first  principles  of  the  oracles  of 
6od,  and  are  become  such  as  have  need  of  milk, 
(iiidnot  of  strong  meat."^     Blessed  Lord  !  how 
giBciously  dost  Thou  carry  the  Lambs  in  thy 
bosom;  how  gently  lead  those  that  are  with 
Toung !     Come,  then,  and  learn  of  Him ;  "  for 
He  is  meek  and*  lowly  in  heart ;  and  ye  shall 
&id  rest  unto  your  souls." 

It  would  appear  however,  that  the  weaning 
took  place  when  Isaac,  although  very  tender  in 
yean,  was  in  some  degree  able  to  feel  the  scorn, 
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coiitBinpt,  and  mockery  of  Ishmael.  Upon  ihil 
occasion  Abraham  made  a  feast;  probably! 
customary  matter,  as  an  act  of  holy  aelaiow 
ledgment  and  thanksgiving,  that  the  child  irf 
promise,  the  progenitor  of  the  world's  Sarionfc 
had  escaped  the  dan<,'ers  of  earliest  infancy,  ail 
gave  promise  of  increasing  health  and  vigoofc 
On  this  occasion  of  solemn  and  sacred  mirt^ 
when  the  hearts  of  Abraham  and  Sarah,  wA 
only  as  natural  parents,  but  as  spiritual 
lievers,  were  filled  with  joy  to  overfloninji, 
Ishmael  rudely  and  profanely  mocked.  Tho* 
is  no  reason  to  imagine  this  ill-timed  oppiw- 
tunity  for  a  wicked  deed,  to  have  been  il*  fiBt> 
commission.  It  probably  grew  upon  him  Ij' 
degrees ;  until  what  was  first  perhaps  an  •d', 
of  sudden  profaneness,  became  at  length  ahitn 
of  settled  mahgnlty.  And  surely  this  is  tbi 
very  mode,  in  which  the  unwearied  enenij(t 
man,  leads  the  souls,  in  whom  he  rules,  to  tbto 
ruin.  "  Every  man  it  tempted,  mhen  he  « 
drawn  aside  of  his  own  lust  and  entire^ 
"  Then  when  lust  hath  conceited  it  bringelkfaiA 
sin;  and  sin,  when  it  is  ^finished  briitgetA /i"^ 
death."'     "  When  I  saw"  lald  Achan,  (w  '^ 
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ind  of  God  arrested  him  in  his  guilt)  *'  a- 
(mji  the  spoils  a  goodly  Babylonish  garment, 
•d  two  hundred  shekels  of  silver,  and  a  wedge 
^goldof  ffty  shekels  weight,  than  I  coveted 
Semand  took  them.''^  Sinner,  be  not  ignorant 
{ Satan's  devices*  Flee  to  the  cross  for  safety; 
lee  to  the  Spirit  of  God  for  strength  to  resist 
liem.  Believer,  keep  thine  heart  with  all 
Bligence.  Give  it  by  £uth  into  the  custody  of 
bhrist's  Almightiness  ;  that  so  He  may  keep  it 
uid  thee,  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith 
into  salvation. 

In  what  especial  manner  this  mockery, 
yhich  is  now  perhaps  first  mentioned  because 
t  now  first  fell  under  Sarah's  notice,  was  ex- 
ubited,)  the  Holy  Ghost  has  not  seen  good  to 
iiform  us.  It  appears  almost  beyond  question 
to  have  regarded  Isaac's  distinguished  position 
Uid  privilege,  as  the  child  of  promise,  and  the 
laige  inheritance  of  good,  both  temporal  and 
ipritual,  wherewith  that  promise  was  con- 
i^ted.  So  indeed  we  may  infer,  from  the 
words  in  which  Sarah's  enkindled  anger  was 
expressed:  ^*  Cast  out  this  bondwoman,  and  her 
*0Q:  for  the  son  of  this  bondwoman  shall  not 
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be  heir  willi  my  son,  even  with  Isaac."  ish- 
maol  had  been  partaker  of  that  holy  instruction, 
which  Jehovah  testiiit-d  that  Abraham  would 
communicate  to  his  household,  and  to  hischil* 
dren  after  him.  He  therefore  could  not  Ije  oiil- 
wardly  and  literally  ignorant  of  the  vast  and 
various  blessings  wiiich  were  enwrapped  within 
those  promises,  to  a  child  of  a  birth  so  strange 
and  miraculous  as  Isitac.  With  that  c»rnil 
mind  then,  which  is  enmity  against  God,  witfc 
that  envy  towards  the  distiiiction  of  otlieB. 
which  loves  to  poison  their  happiness,  wluleit 
stings  and  envenoms  its  own  to  death,  ho  if 
rided  and  scoffed  at  Isaac 

It  was  no  less  a  mockery  of  Isaac's  God  In 
portion,  than  of  himself.  Proud  of  hi*  gresW 
itge,  perhaps  of  his  natural  gil^  ;  of  high  au 
unsubdued  frame  of  heart,  Ishmael  countH 
spiritual  mercies  nothing.  He  profanely  dW 
to  scoiT,  in  the  bitterness  of  ftn  uabelietia|: 
spirit,  at  one  who  possessed  blessings,  whcM*'' 
he  knew  not  the  value,  and  therefore  deiipiW' 
the  preciousness.  Well  said  the  Saviour,  fol* 
knowing  how  fearfully  the  ever  blessed  Geop" 
of  his  grace  and  love  would  arouse  the  slf* 
and  hatred  of  men's  niiuds  against  it,  and  agniiut 
those  who  should  chng  to  it,  as  their  «aul< 
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ind  portion,  "  Think  not^  that  I  am  come 
i  peace  upon  earth :  I  came  not  to  send 
hut  a  sword.  For  I  am  come  to  set  a 
t  variance  with  his  father ^  and  the  daugh- 
ainst  her  mother,  and  the  daughter  in  law, 
ft  her  mother  in  law  :  and  a  man^s  foes 
be  they  of  his  own  household,'*  ^  Blessed 
!  is  this  possible  ?  May  it  indeed  be,  that 
essage  of  mercy  from  the  Father's  bosom, 
om  the  cross ; — a  message,  of  which  every 
breathes  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and 
rth  peace,  good-will  to  men — peace  and 
pvill,  purchased  at  no  meaner  price  than 
itpouring  of  thy  blood,  should  cause  strife 
Lssension  between  hearts  which  love  should 
ogether  in  the  holiest  bonds  ?  Is  it  pos- 
hsit  the  very  seed  of  life  eternal,  when 
red  by  the  same  hand,  should  spring  up, 
16  to  a  harvest  of  malice  and  bitterness 
i  their  nearest  brethren  according  to  the 
It  is  the  enmity  of  the  serpent's  seed 
It  the  seed  of  the  woman.  It  is  the  devil 
i  unbeliever's  heart,  fighting  against  Christ 
in  the  believer's  heart ;-— hating  the  image 
)  Son  of  God,  even  in  a  brother ;  and 
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making  all  tlie  charities  of  life,  tbat  shonli! 
utterly  quench  and  overcome  ouch  hatred,  like 
a  screen  of  flax  before  tlie  refiner's  fire.  "  Cain 
tkejirsl  inuTderer  teas  of  that  wicked  one,  tmi 
slew  Am  brother:  and  wherefore  etew  he  hii»! 
Becaiue  his  own  works  were  evil,  and  his  hroth^t 
righteoug."''  Such  feuds  divide  and  distresj 
families  at  this  day.  A  knowledge  of  saltation, 
in  the  all  atoning  sacrifice  of  Jesus  Christ,  with 
a  resulting  desire  to  serve  Him  in  holiness  on 
the  one  hand  ;  and  a  contempt  of  salvation — a 
hard,  impenitent,  unbelieving  heart,  likethft 
rock  in  Horeb,  as  yet  untouched  by  the  rod  of 
Moses,  on  the  other  hand,  break  that  charigf, 
which  is  the  veiy  bond  of  peace  and  of  all  vir- 
tues. They  aggravate  every  difference,  embit- 
ter every  dispute,  and  slied  gall  and  wormwood 
into  the  intercourse  of  every  hour.  Jl  must 
■needs  be — (for  so  the  Great  Amen  hath  Baid,J 
that  offences  come  ;  but  woe  to  that  man  (y 
w/iom  the  offence  cometh.^  There  ia  no  inaEce 
deeper,  there  is  no  feud  more  bitter,  than  tbil 
which  the  godlessness,  unbelief,  pride,  preatunp- 
tion,  and  blindness  of  the  human  heart,  in  tl» 
things  of  God  and  salvation,  engeoder  and  nitt- 
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lire  there  against  those  who  love  their  Hea- 
eolj  Father  in  sincerity,  and  would  follow 
«eace  with  all  men.  The  very  tenderness  of 
indred  and  connexion,  the  very  narrowness  of 
tie  battle  field,  whereon  the  strife  between 
biose  who  are  Satan's,  and  those  who  are 
Prist's — a  combat  of  aggression  on  the  one 
«nd,  and  of  passive  resistance,  in  holy  meek- 
ess  on  the  other — the  very  narrowness  I  say 
f  the  battle  field— which  is  just  the  walls  of 
be  same  house,  the  seat  around  the  same 
able,  the  outward  worship  around  the  same 
Uiily  altar,  and  it  may  be,  the  pillows  of  the 
una  bed,  cause  the  conflict  to  be  more  fiercely 
imaged  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  more  power- 
ully  sustained  on  the  other : — even  as  civil 
iroU  and  war  are  more  sanguinary,  fought  with 
Hends  and  fellow  countrymen,  before  their 
ftwn  doors,  than  those  carried  on  between  foes 
if  different  countries,  on  a  neutral  soil. 

Whatever  was  the  spring  of  Ishmael's  mock- 
iiy,  (and  that  it  was  a  profaneness  such  as  Esau 
ifterwards  exhibited,  we  cannot  doubt)  the 
Holy  Ghost  hath  taught  us,  in  St.  Paul's  ap- 
plication and  exposition  of  the  passage,  that  it 
was  a  persecution.  '*  As  then,  he  that  was  bom 
mfter  the  flesh  persecuted  him  that  was  bom  after 
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the  Spirit,  even  »o  it  is  now," '  Mark,  then,  ye, 
whom  love  to  your  Lord — &ith  in  Him,  work- 
ing by  love,  constrain  to  desire  bis  glory,  oW 
his  name,  and  delight  in  his  holy  Law,  even 
amidst  the  contentions  and  opposition  of  tlinKt 
to  whom  that  Nanie,  that  Law,  that  Glory «« 
a  by-word  and  a  reproach — mark  what  tb» 
faithful  and  true  Witness  hatli  told  you  by  hi* 
Spirit — what  indeed  was  substantially  told  von 
by  the  Angel  of  Jehovah — the  Word  of  tie 
Lord  in  human  flesh,  from  the  first  dispUy  of 
the  serpent's  enmity  ;  "  They  that  will  Hf 
godly  in  Christ  Jesus  mutt  tuffer  pertecutioti. 
The  serpent's  seed  shall  bruise  your  heel,  O 
these  trials,  as  the  serpent  bruised  the  heel « 
Him  whose  you  are,  and  whom  you  serve,  ■ 
temptation,  persecution,  and  on  the  croKs.  fl* 
in  your  patience  possess  ye  your  souls.  HfarHiH 
whose  voice  ofsalvation,  has  heretofore  sound" 
so  sweetly  in  your  hearts ;  and  obey  hi»  pff 
cept,  while  you  rejoice  in  Him,  and  glorify  Hi* 
for  his  love.  "  /  mi/  unto  you,  Love  your  tnf 
mien;  bless  t/iem  that  curie  you,  dv  yood  lol^ 
that  hateyou;  and  pray  for  them  that  despiltf*''! 
use  you  and  persecute  you  /  thai  ye  may  it  *" 
children  of  your  Father  tnhich  it  in  heavtn'^ 
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Beware,  however,  of  affecting  heroism  in 
religion*  Avoid  any  resemblance  to  that  spirit 
of  unhallowed  eagerness  for  martyrdom,  though 
in  the  cause  of  Jesus,  and  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus,  which  marked  a  decided  declension  from 
the  pure  simpUcity  of  his  faith  in  the  earlier 
ages  of  the  Church.  Wait  until  you  fairly  meet 
the  cross ;  then  take  it  up  thankfully,  and 
meekly  bear  it  after  Christ.  Watch  well  over 
jour  own  spirits  ;  ^'  watch  and  pray,  lest  ye 
enter  into  temptation,'*  Let  it  be  seen  that 
nothing  can  embitter  your  own  love;  that  it 
never  bums  more  brightly,  never  aims  to  melt 
and  subdue,  by  its  gentle  mightiness  more 
strenuously,  than  when  it  is  most  bitterly  and 
determinately  opposed.  Adorn  the  doctrine  of 
God  your  Saviour  in  all  things.  Bear  witness 
to  the  beauty  of  holiness,  the  lightness  of  the 
burden,  and  the  easiness  of  the  yoke  of  your 
Redeemer,  by  the  consistency  of  a  Christian 
walk.  Here  wiU  be  a  testimony  for  God,  more 
powerful  to  convince  gainsayers,  than  if  you 
could  speak  like  the  sons  of  thunder  in  argu- 
ment and  dispute.  Your  communing  with  an 
angry  and  opposing  world,  should  resemble  that 
of  Jehovah,  when  he  came  to  the  prophet,  at 
the  entrance  of  the  cave  in  Horeb ;  not  in  the 
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wind,  not  in  llie  earthquake)  not  in  tlie  fir«>^ 
but  in  the  still  small  voice.  I 

The    anger    of    Sarah    was    enkindled,    W  'I 
beholding  the  mockery  and  persecution  which  'i 
Isaac  was  enduring  at  the  hand  of  Isbmurl;     ' 
and   she   immediately   addressed   Abraham  in    || 
terms  of  tfie  utmost  urgency,  that  the  youli    i 
should  be  driven  forth  &om  the  house,  and  from   'I 
all  participation   in   the   heritage.     The  Holy    I 
Ghost  tells  us,  by  St.  Peter,'  that  Sarah  obeyed    I 
Abraham,  calling  him  Lord,  in  token  of  a  wife'i ' ' 
fealty,  duty,  and  subjection,  according  lo  the 
appointment  of  God  Himself.    Yet  here  we  6ad 
her  using  language,  rather  of  the   most  deter' 
mined  and  independent  resolve,  than  of  meek 
and  gentle  entreaty.     How  may  these  thingl 
be  ?     The  answer  is  plain ;    there   might   bt*  • 
no  doubt  there  was,  much  of  the  partiality  of  1 
parental  love,   much  of  the  passion  of  huinaO'J 
anger  in  this  requirement.     But  as  Balaam, 
after   days,  was  constrained,    (enemy  and  oj^i 
poser  of  God  as   he    was,)  to   bless  wheti  h«1 
would    have    cursed,    and  only  to   speak    tiiatl 
which  the  Lord  put  into  his  mouth,  so  faere»^ 
faithful  Sarali,  amidst  all  the  risings  of  natural'^ 
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^mper,  is  overruled  by  the  Spirit  of  God  thus 
^  speak,  for  purposes  of  immeasurably  higher 
^^gnification   than  could  be  comprehended   in 
^e  mere  request  for  Ishmael's  removal.    It  was 
^  demand  for  separating  the  holy  seed  from  the 
I^it)fane,   whereof    perhaps    even    the    father 
^^  the  &ithful  himself    did    not  so    immedi- 
^Wy  perceive  the  necessity,  because   affection 
^Or  Ishmael  was  a  mote  in  his  eye.     It  was  not 
^^erely  to  send  away  one  who  derided  and  per- 
^^cuted  his  brother,  and  mocked  at  that  glorious 
^"Jaion  wherein  Abraham  saw  the  day  of  the 
^on  of  Man,  with  all  the  blessings  of  salvation 
lat  dawned  and  broke  upon  the  world  in  its 
^xightness  ;  thus  impiously  turning  God*s  chief- 
^^^t  mercy  into  a  laughing  stock.     It  was  not 
^^^erely  a  resolve  to  have  a  son  removed  who 
Lus  dishonoured  his  father's  faith    and    his 
r*8  Ood,  disturbing  the  peace  of  his  house- 
old  with  strife  and  bitterness  of  spirit.     It 
not  merely  the  desire  of  discarding  one, 
^hose  conduct  thus  proved  his  ungodliness,  and 
^hose  example,  if  it  failed  to  excite  a  salutary 
and  horror,  might  be  productive  of  imi* 
'^-^tion  to  Isaac's  own  sin  and  misery — a  conse- 
quence at  which  parental  solicitude,  parental 
^OTe,  parental  tenderness,  in  a  believing  mother, 
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tor  a  child's  soul  mig;ht  well  tremble.  It  ww 
not  merely  this  result,  which  Buch  a  mother! 
cj'e  might  contemplate  as  a  dreary  horizon  of 
vast  and  urgent  dang'er,  to  her  own  peacf,  W 
her  son's  hopes,  to  ht-r  husband's  honour,  to  thf 
very  glory  of  God.  It  was  more,  much  mow 
than  this.  It  is  beyond  all  reasonable  quesOon, 
that  Sarah's  mind  and  tongue  were  governed  bj 
a  secret  instinct  and  influence  of  the  Holj 
Spirit  of  God.  Under  his  supreme  dirw 
tion  and  agency,  not  less  mighty,  becausi^  it 
moved  not  upon  the  surface  of  her  conscious" 
ness,  she  was  the  minister  of  a  great  and  trt* 
rihle  judgment  against  profane  and  wieW 
Ishraael.  By  this  net  of  expulsion,  (forsud 
it  almost  was,  rather  than  a  request  for  it  «l 
Abraham's  hand,)  she  undoubtedly  fulfiUodoM 
of  the  hidden  purposes  of  the  dinne  mind,  to  be 
brought  to  light  nearly  two  thousand  yesB 
afterwards  ;  and  became  one  of  the  characWn  H 
an  allegory,  whereby  the  Church  of  Ctiri* 
Jesus  was  to  be  instructed  through  all  siiccwd- 
ing  time  of  his  Gospel  dispensatiOD.  She  "»• 
thus  to  shew  in  type  and  figure,  what  aft** 
ages  should  see,  as  a  body  of  diyine  and  gracioHi 
truth, — the  nature  of  the  law  of  works;  ll" 
manner  in  which  Icgahty  o[^>oset  itaelf  b)  t^ 
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Jlighteousness  of  Christ;  the  enmity  of  unbelief 
against  the  truth  of  Ood^  and  the  God  of  truth ; 
'Vrhether  that  enmity  strike  with  the  sword  of 
actual  violence,  or,  being  providentially  re- 
strained from  having  such  power,  darts  its 
envenomed  shaft  against  the  Lord,  and  perse- 
cutes Him,  by  ridiculing  his  people,  his  truth, 
bis  honour,  his  holiness,  and  the  blessedness  of 
his  faith,  in  the  hearing  of  those  who  glory  in 
his  cross. 

The  anger  of  Sarah  was  kindled,  not  only 
against  Ishmael,  but  against  his  mother,  here 
distinguished,  not  more  broadly  by  her  name, 
than  her  country.  "  Sarah  saw  the  son  of 
Hagar  the  Egyptian,  which  she  bare  unto 
Abraham  mocking.'*  And  at  this  time,  as  some 
imagine,  began  that  four  hundred  years  afflic- 
tion of  Egypt,  spoken  of.  Gen.  xv.  30.  The 
bondwoman  had  been  already  driven  to  flee  from 
Sarah's  face  when  she  dealt  hardly  with  her.  At 
the  bidding  of  the  angel  of  the  Lord,  who  met  her 
by  the  fountain  of  water  in  the  wilderness,  she 
had  returned,  and,  outwardly  at  least,  had  sub- 
mitted herself  under  the  hand  of  her  mistress. 
Ishmael  was  not  then  bom.  Sarah's  continued 
barrenness  had  probably  led  Hagar  to  expect 
the  birthright  for  that  son,  whom  the  Lord  had 
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given  her.  And  when  at  length  the  xtupenv 
dou3  miracle  of  Isaac's  birth  effectuaUy  di^ 
persed  that  vision,  us  mi  early  cloud,  or  as  the 
inorning  dew,  before  the  sun  rising  in  heaven, 
envy  al  Isaac's  superiority  of  temporal  and 
spiritual  privilege,  uniting  with  a  sense  of 
injury  at  Sarah's  hand,  might  perhaps  induce 
her  to  encourage  this  temper  of  iinbcUef,  modf 
ery,  and  persecution  in  her  son  towardi 
child  of  Jehovah's  power  and  promise.  AImIi 
we  know  not  what  manner  of  spirit  we  arc  ett 
Tliey  were  apostles  of  the  Prince  of  peace,- 
of  them,  that  disciple  whom  Jesus  loved,  wh* 
wished  to  call  down  fire  from  heaven,  and  ci 
sume  the  Samaritan  village,  that  refused 
receive  their  master.  Our  unhallowed  passiiWI 
will  assume  strange  forma  to  gratify  ihei 
selves,  and  to  do  the  work  of  Satan  within  t 
for  sin  and  sorrow,  as  well  u  the  work  of  Sat 
without  us,  for  confusion  and  mischief:  cv 
as  when  the  great  enemy  took  the  m 
peiit's  form,  to  gratify  hia  malice  against  Gt 
and  to  wound  Jeiiovah,  if  tt  were  possiU^ 
through  the  happiness  and  life  of  his  yet  unsT 
niug  creature.  But  woe  to  that  house,  (1 
there  is  guilt,  there  irill  be  shame,  and  alrifti 
and  division,]  in  which  a  parent,  whether  faUiq 
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OTinother,  can  be  so  far  led  captive  by  the 
IVt3|  can  have  so  much  of  the  spirit  of  that 
deitrojer  of  souls^  as  to  take  part  with  an  irre- 
ligious childy  in  mockery  or  persecution  of  any 
who  lore  the  Saviour  within  the  same  family. 
*'  ffkotoever  shall  offend  one  of  these   little 
<^  that  believe  in  me,  it  were  good  for  him 
^  a  millstone  were  hanged  about  his  neck  and 
^  he  were  drowned  in  the  depths  of  the  sea.'*  ^ 
P  beware  how,  by  the  feeblest,  by  the  most 
^direct  encouragement,  you  put  a  child  into 
^e  seat  of  the  scomer,  and  teach  him  how  to 
Join  the  uncircumcised  in  heart,   against  the 
j^cople  and  cause  of  the  Redeemer.    You  know 
^f)t  what  you  do.    You  may  be  laying  a  match 
^^  the  train,  which  shall  kindle  an  explosion, 
^•herein  your  peace  and  the  peace  of  others 
^^lay  perish.     You  may  be  raising  a  storm, 
^hich  one  day  you  would  give  worlds  to  hush ; 
^ut  which  may  howl  and  rave  around  you  and 
^lem,  until  it  make  shipwreck  of  souls  for  ever, 
^^or  can  I  discover  within  the  dark  and  dismal 
of  those   awful  judgments,    wherewith 
e  Son  of  Man,  when  He  cometh  in  the  con- 
uming  glory  of  his  latter  day,  shall  overtake 

1  Matt.  ZYiii.  6. 


210  SERMON  xxrx. 

and  overwhelm  tbem  who  know  not  God, 
obey  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
sentence  of  condemnation  more  terrific,  t 
that  which  awaits  a  professing  Christian  par 
whose  evil  example,  or  whose  wretched  pr 
dice  against  the  Gospel  of  salvation,  and 
children  of  God,  tends  to  fix  the  same  rebel 
and  opposition  of  heart  in  a  son  or  a  daugh 
Flee  from  such  a.  position  of  guilty  peril,  ■ 
from  such  a  gulph  of  coming  misery. 
whither  shall  ye  flee  ?  To  Him  who 
receive  you  with  arms  of  love,  as  widely  ( 
stretched  to  embrace  you,  as  when  they  w 
extended  on  the  cross,  to  comprehend  a  lastw< 
in  his  salvation.  Flee  to  Him,  who,  tliougb  y 
sins  have  been  as  scarlet,  will  make  them  whi 
than  snow;  though  they  have  been  red  1 
crimson,  will  make  them  aa  the  pure  and  n 
less  fleece  of  wool.  Flee  to  Him  who  will  tc 
you  no  longer  to  make  your  cliildrcn  pass  tfaioi 
the  fire  unto  the  Moloch  of  your  unholy  i 
guilty  prejudice  against  his  grace.  He  1 
give  you  spiritual  love  and  apiritual  pow 
the  rich  outpouring  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  when 
you  may  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  i 
admonition  of  the  Lord,  as  members  of  tJ 
family  in  heaven  and  earth,  which  is  named 
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the  name,  bought  with  the  blood,  sanctified 
with  the  Spirit,  and  adopted  into  the  heritage 
of  Christ  Jesus. 

Abraham  deeply  and  deariy  loved  his  eldest 
>on.  He  had  already  pleaded  spiritually  for 
him  before  God,  when  his  faith  hardly  dared 
to  lift  up  its  eyes  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  pro- 
mise in  Isaac.  And  now  that  Sarah,  speaking 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  (for  St.  Paul  asks,  "What 
i^th  the  Scripture,*')  demands  Ishmael's  dis- 
misiion,  "  the  thing  was  very  grievous  in 
Abraham's  sight  because  of  his  son."  But 
mark  the  triumph  of  £uth  in  this  stem  exercise 
of  self-denial.  He  hears  and  owns  Jehovah's 
voice  by  Sarah's  lips.  He  hears  the  command 
of  God,  and  is  prepared  for  the  sacrifice,  as 
afterwards  to  make  a  dearer  ofiering  upon 
Mount  Moriah.  '*  Let  it  not  he  grievotu  in  thy 
^ht  because  of  the  lad,  and  because  of  thy 
^^woman  :  in  all  that  Sarah  hath  said  unto 
^e  hearken  unto  her  voice :  for  in  Isaac 
'^  thy  seed  be  called :  and  also  of  the  son  of 
^  bondwoman  will  I  make  a  nation,  be- 
^cuie  hfi  is  thy  seed.*'  ^  And  thrice  blessed  is 
that  man,  whose  faith  places  all  the  objects  of 

1  OeiLzxL  12,  13. 
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word  and  promise.      Sarah  laughs  with  sacred 
delight^  that   she  shall  have  pleasure  in  her 
^n,   a  pleasure  wherein   Abraham  her  Lord 
shall  so  largely  share. 

Jehovah  expressly  orders  that  his  name  shall 

Recalled  Isaac :  that  is,  Laughter.  There  is  great 

cause  of  hallowed  joy, — more  especially,  when 

Abraham,   looking  from   Isaac's  birth  to   the 

Incarnation  of  the  everlasting  Word   of  God, 

^^  his  far  distant  day,  and  leaps  for  gladness. 

The  most  substantial  part  of  all  these  mercies, — 

^  personal  interest  in  the  salvation  of  the  Lamb 

°f  God  is  equally  put,  if  he  will  believe,  into 

l^Unael's  power.    But  Ishmael  turns  the  whole 

deep  mystery  of  redeeming  love,  and  believing 

biessedness  into  scorn,  and  ridicule,  and  perse- 

^tion,  in  Isaac's  person.     The  term  mocking 

Dieans  laughing.     The  believer's  laugh  of  holy 

J^y,  the  heart's  deep  thankful  merriment  of 

Pj-aise  and  gratitude,  and  love,  and  hope,  and 

^^essedness,  was  upon  the  lips  of  Abraham  and 

^^rah>    Ishmael's  laugh,  on  the  contrary,  was 

^^  infidel's  contemptuous  sneer,  deriding  the 

'^Uole  plan  of  mercy :  despising  God's  chiefest 

S^  ;  provoking  the  Most  High  to  exclude  him 

&Om  the  privileges  of  Abraham's  house;  and 

'^  a  typical  emblem  of  the  scomer,)  from  the 
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house  of  salvation  in  the  gospel.  Beware,  tlicn, 
lest  any  one  of  you  fall  into  the  same  condem- 
iiation    of  unbelief.     There  is  the  same  cloud 
to  the  Israelite  and   to   the  Egyptian,    and  the 
same  Jehovah  in  it:  hut  it  hath  a  double  face; 
it    is    light   and  love  to   one,  threatening  i 
\vrath  to  the  other.     "  We  are  a  sweet  aarotr  ■ 
of  Christ,  in  them  that  are  laved,  and  t 
that  perish ;  to  the  one  we  are  tA«  savour  of  deatk  j 
unto  death,  and  to  the  other  the  savour  of  ii^\ 
unto  life."  ' 

II.  As  this  Scripture  gives  asolenui  war 
to  the  scoffer  and  the  infidel,  to  it  mittitttr. 
romfort  and  assurance  of  hope  to  the  helitftr^' 
when  called  to  suffer  for  the  truth's  sake. 
that  now  lets  may  continue  to  let ;  but  he  n 
be  taken  out  of  the  way.  Yet  a  little  whi 
and  the  trial  shall  be  passed ;  yet  a  little  whi 
and  the  furnace  depths,  trodden  by  the  feel  < 
patient  faith,  shall  be  trodden  no  more.  Thff 
voice  of  the  Great  King,  in  present  providence^- 
or  in  a  nearly  approaching  deliverance  by  olhcC^ 
means,  shall  cry  to  his  tried  and  tempted  ont«^ 
"  Te  servants  of  the  most  Hi^h  God,  (xn^tf 
forth  and  come  hither."^  Some  of  the  Re- 
deemer's disciples  may  he  exercised  with  famil;^ 
'  2  Car.  ii.  15,  IG.  '  Itta.  iu.  X. 
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oppositions,  and  find  hindrance  where  they 
might  more  fitly  look  for  support.  Well,  fear 
ye  not, — but  pray  with  martyred  Stephen, 
"Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their  charge.^^^ 
"  When  a  marCs  ways  'please  the  Lord,  He 
^keth  even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with 
Ww."  *  ^'  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world 
vottU  hve  its  own,**  said  our  Saviour,  ''  because 
Jf«  are  not  of  the  world,  but  I  have  chosen 
you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the  world 
^eth  youJ"  ^  "  In  the  world  ye  shall  have 
ifSmlation  :  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  over- 
wwe  the  world.**  *  See  that  your  faith  be  ac- 
tive enough  to  reconcile  the  providence  with 
^  promise.  See  that  your  faith  draw  sweet- 
Jiess  out  of  this  cross.  See  that  your  faith 
bring  its  bough  of  marvellous  virtue,  for  these 
Mtter  waters ;  and  they  will  not  only  be  tolera- 
ble, but  medicinal.  All  these  things,  trying 
•»  they  now  are,  will  be  among  those  appliances 
^^  your  Father's  love,  and  your  Saviour's  ten- 
^eniess,  which,  rolling  on  the  wheels  of  un- 
^'ring  providence,  (the  eye  of  God  being  in 
«e  wheels,)  shall  work  together  for  your  good. 
^  your  afiiictions  abound  for  Christ,  your  con- 

*  Acta  Tii  60.  •  Prov.  xvL  7. 

*  J(^  ZY.  19.  ^  John  xvii  35. 
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solations  also  shall  aliound  hj  Chmt  Th» 
persecution  cannot  hinder  the  blessedness.  It 
is  God's  g^ft  that  you  are  called  to  suffer,  and 
enabled  to  suffer :  and  "  the  lii/ht  affiictiom^ 
which  h  but  foT  a  moment,  thall  work  for  yott 
a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  qT 
glory  ;  while  yon  look  not  at  the  Ihingt  K/tidk 
are  seen,  but  at  Ike  things  tthich 
Jiir  the  things  which  are  seen  are  temparai,  but 
the  things  which  are  not  seenare  eternal. 

•  2Cor.  iv.  17.18. 

"  Ftddi  Abraham,  by  bis  two  loiu  laac  mi  Iibn ., _ 

fnrth  B  twD-fuld  progeny,  unci  a  two-fold  pnmlte.  In  tmA^ 
progeny  the  promiBe  of  Jchoaii  hu,  in  point  of  SatX.  bad  ft 
donble  accoDipliBhaiciit, — a  temporal  tai  a  spiritnaL  Iinac,  ikt*^ 
li'ljitimnle  lipir,  through  Judaiim  uid  Chdatiaiiii]',  hu  giiw 
laws  and  religion  to  a  grcnl  pdrlioo  of  the  Inhabitnd  muUl, 
Iihrnad,  the  illi'sitimale  tf--d,  tbrotigh  the  pnmiliTr  Anboa^ 
snd  the  TariooiJ;  incerporslrd  Mudeou,  box  itlTni  lawtaodtr' 
ligioti  to  a  nill  larger  portion  of  mankind.  lauc  ncv  nwiHM' 
the  hilh  and  morali  of  men  :  lirst,  thniBgli  hii  Umal  ilnKan^Mt 
the  Jews—and  ucondl;,  tbr<iii)tb  hii  apiritual  dcmndaiiw.  te 
Chritlians.  Ubmu'l  etfected  n  lorreaponding  reToluiUu  in  Ik* 
world:  tint  throngb  hii  litoial  dHCeodauti  th*  ^nba.  aiJ 
xxendly,  ihrougb  hia  spiritual  dvMendanti,  (be  Tnrlu  md- 
Tirtais.  In  the  ease  of  Isaac,  the  cbange  ww  imaiKbt  hf  ti0^ 
advent  of  Jesm  Cbrijit ;  a  penon,  uniting  in  Himieir,  by  diriM 
appointment,  the  offices  of  Propbot  and  Apoatle«  of  l^rwtL,  l^v* 
giTer,and  Ring-  In  that  of  l&hEnafl,tbeciiangv  wia  efiecud  by  tte< 
appearance  of  Mahomet,  a  person  profeMJog  lo  noiia  iDbkmiilf  ihM 
nine  officea,  ai  by  (he  divine  afpointmenl. 

The  blcsiing  prurniud  by  Uud  tu  Abnhmi  in  belml/  ftf  hit  aate 
VM  necMMtil;  a  dlrided  portion,  uDc(  lb*  N*  ^  lh»1 
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c««W  not  1)6  hdr  with  the  ion  of  the  free  woman."    The  division, 

it  k  ohMTTable  ii  apportioned  with  strict  regard  to  this  grand  dis- 

^"■c^i*^  both  in  the  wording  of  the  two  promises,  and  in  the 

''''*<^<>f-&ct  accomplishments.  The  promise  to  Isaac  is  eminently 

a pnoiie of  qiiritnal  blessings:  and  it  issues  accordingly,  in  the 

otddiihment  npon  earth,  through  his  offspring,  of  a  purely  spiri- 

^kingdonL  The  promise  to  Ishmael  is  predominantly  a  promise 

of  I  tenqmal  blessing :  and  it  appears  to  issue  accordingly,  in  the 

^'^'^blishment  npon  earth,  through  his  offspring,  of  a  temporal,  as 

^ Us  spiritual  domination.'   The  birth  of  Isaac  was  the  sub- 

J^ofpimnise;  and  the  Messiah,  the  Heir  and  dispenser  of  his 

"0**ng,  came  by  promise.    The  birth  of  Ishmael  was  not  the 

"i^ect  of  promise;  and  Mahomet,  the  only  analogous  inheritor 

*^  eoDTeyance  of  his  blessing,  came  without  promise.    Isaac  was 

^  legitimate  seed ;   and  conformably  with  the  dignity  of  his 

"''^n^t,  became  the  rightful  promulgator,  through  Christ,  his 

^'cweodant,  of  the  true  faith  of  the  gospel.    Ishmael  was  the 

^^^gitimate  seed ;  and  consonantly  with  the  disadvantage  of  his 

^^  became  the  suitable  progenitor,  through  Mahomet  his  des- 

^^diiity  of  the  spurious  &ith  of  the  Koran. 

While  thaiefore,  prophecy  holds  forth  Isaac,  the  child  of  the 
^IfeJrit,  the  son  of  the  free  woman,  the  legitimate  seed,  as  the  fore- 
^<hcrofthe  Messiah,  and  the  source  of  the  only  true  religion ; 
^^^tphecy  cannot  be  supposed  to  recognize  in  Ishmael,  the  child  of 
^^  flesh,  the  son  of  the  bond- woman,  the  illegitimate  seed,  any 
^^^ing  higher  than  the  fore&ther  of  a  false  prophet,  and  the  source 
^^  a  spurious  fidth. 

'^neapottle  Paul,  in  his  scriptural  allegory,  observes,  that,  ^as 
he  that  was  bom  after  the  flesh  persecuted  him  that  was 
i  after  the  Spirit,  even  so  it  is  now.**    An  allusion,  which  in- 
fiirther,  that,  while  prophecy  invariably  represents  Isaac 
^^  ^  parent  of  a  religion  of  peace,  prophecy  could  present  Ish- 
to  onr  view  in  no  more  &vourable  light,  than  as  the  &ther  of 
>«K|ioaa  persecntion.*    See  Foster*s  Mahometanism  Unveiled,* 
I  pp.  7I9  Ac  The  work  presents  much  ingenious  and  striking 
upon  the  subject  of  Abraham  and  his  sons,  in  the  charac- 
ttd  fBrtanei  of  their  descendants. 

▼OL.  II.  L 
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THE    ALLEOORY    OF    THE   TWO    COVENASTI. 
0ALATIAN8  IV.  23-36. 


WANTS,   tH«  OJH   niOM     TBB     MoUMT    SlSil  WBIra   UHM^ 

■TH  TO  BUNDASB,    wuicH   IS  Atuji.    FoK   mn   Ab<*  ' 
Mount  Sinai  in  Ahadia,  and  Amwwra  to  JwKutM 

WHICB   NOW   19,  AND     IS     IN     BONDABB    WITH     HBI  OH 

But  JmuaALiM  which    is  abdvb  s  >ua,   warn 


No  prophecy  is  of  private  interpretation.  B 
comes  not  from  the  prophet's  own  suggest!* 
or  inventioD.  He  is  only  God's  oi^^  in  win* 
he  declares:  "for  prnpHecy  came  not  tn  (« 
time  by  the  will  of  man  ;  but  holy  men  of  0» 
spake  at  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghosl. 

•  2  Pet  1.81. 
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St  Paul  was  under  the  same  safe  and  salutary 
l&w,  in  giving  a  typical  character  and  reference 
to  any  portion  of  the  historical  Scriptures  in 
the  Old  Testament.  That  reference  was  sug- 
gttted  to  his  mind  by  the  unerring  Spirit  of 
^,  as  one  of  the  great  items  of  scriptural 
truth ;  as  one  of  the  strong  and  beautiful  links 
of  connexion  between  the  instructive  shadows 
of  the  Oldy  and  the  bright  realities  of  the  New 
Teitament. 

Without  such  an  appropriation  of  the  record 
CQiiceming  Sarah  and  Hagar,  Ishmael  and 
Inac,  contained  in  Genesis  xxi^  the  great  apos- 
tle would  never  have  realized  it  in  his  own 
ttbd;  nor  if  it  had  been  brought  home  to  his 
ifprehenaiony  would  he  have  rashly  adventured 
to  lay  it  before  the  Church,  as  part  and  parcel 
ofthe  whole  counsel  of  God.  And  well  doth 
die  same  caution  become  every  student  of  the 
KUe:  well  were  it,  if  the  same  reverential 
tvfiilness  dwelt  in  every  man,  while  consi- 
teig  and  speaking  of  the  mind  of  God. 
Ibe  Kohathites  were  not  to  go  in  to  see  when 
the  holy  things  were  covered,^  lest  they  shoidd 
&•    The  men  of  Bethshemesh,  with  all  their 

'  Nnmben  iy.  20. 
L  2 
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revereDce  for  the  ark,  were  smitten  in  great 
numbers,  because  tliev  lifted  up  tbe  tnercy-seat 
to  look  what  lay  beneath  it.'     And  some  thin^ 
there  are  in  the  divine  word,  "  which  they  that 
are  unlearned  aJtd  timlable,  wrest,  at  lliey  do 
also  the  other  ScHpltirea,  to  their  otm  tUtlrw 
lion."-     A  morbid   desire  to  find  a  type,  an 
allegory,  a  hidden  meaning  and  an  application 
to    some  deep    mystery  of  God,   in  the  moH 
plain  and  ordinary  narratives  of  the  Bible  Iiath 
spread,  and  doth  yet  pour  forth  wild  confusion 
over  the  Church  of  Christ;  and  no  tcstinoi]' 
against  it  can  be  too  strenuous  or  urgent,    Ow 
walk  of  safety  and  profit,  in  the  paths  of  ijpirJ 
interpretation,  will  be  to  tread  where  the  Holj 
Ghost  hath  opened   the  way,   and   thus  pi- 
ciously  invites  us    to  follow  Him  in  hgbt  UkI 
truth. 

Under  this  guidance  of  plenary  and  alwolDie 
inspiration,  we  connect  St.  Paul's  doctriac  in 
the  passage  now  before  us,  and  its  context,  witi 
the  personal  history  of  Abraham.  And  I  kw" 
not  how  any  cautious  interpreter  could,  bjpc 
sibility,  have  drawn  this  contrast  beCWCfutHt 
legal   and  tbe   Gospel  covenant,  without  ^ 
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and  teaching  of  that  Eternal  Spirit, 
ithorized,  thus  preceded,  thus  beckoned 
t  thus  instructed,  it  is  alike  our  duty 
dlege  to  bring  Moses  and  Paid  together ; 
leavour  to  draw  instruction  from  the 
f  historical  fact  with  typical  significa- 
rhe  history  has  been  laid  before  you, 
!h  reflections  as  it  appeared  naturally  to 
and  enforce. 

The  spiritual  truth  connected 
r,  now  demands  your  attention. 
.  Paul  having  referred  to  the  state  and 
tances  of  Abraham's  family,  his  wife, 
nibine,  and  their  respective  sons,  de- 
lat  these  things  are  an  allegory.  What 
)  apostle  mean  by  this  term  ?  An  alle- 
tymologically  and  simply  considered, 
,  that  when  one  thing  is  mentioned, 
is  to  be  understood.  Of  this  figure  of 
there  are  various  examples  in  Holy 
take  one  from  profane  history.  It  was 
ir  proverb  among  the  Greeks,  to  say, 
sius  is  at  Corinth  :  *'  meaning  thereby, 
nan  was  fallen  from  an  exalted  to  a 
•ndition.  The  proverb  had  reference  to 
ant,  who,  being  expelled  for  cruelty 
I  kingdom  in  Sicily,  fled  to  Corinth,  and 
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there  became  a  schoolmaster.  There  was  no 
other  relation  tlian  that  of  resemblaDCc  in  re- 
duced circumstances,  between  the  dethroned 
king,  and  the  person  to  whom  the  proverb  wm 
applied.'  Thus  too,  in  the  Scripttires,  it  became 
a  saying  in  Israel,  "  Is  Saul  also  among  the 
prophets  ? "  merely  to  signify  any  thing  Htran^ 
sudden,  and  unexpected. 

With  these  preliminary  renmrVs  we  aieinS' 
position  to  examine  the  apostle's  Dtatement: 

The  whole  passage,  &om  the  SSnd  verse 
the  end  of  tbe  chapter,  is  meant  to  detach  cvay 
one,  into  whose  hand  it  comea,  wbetlier  Jew  (S 
Gentile,  from  a  dependence  on  the  law,  wbickil 
tbe  covenant  of  works ;  and  to  lead  him  to  setk. 
salvation,  through  the  better  covenant  of  grUt 
and  mercy  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  subject  SKr- 
braces  tbe  state  of  the  Church  at  this  ds/,  V 
effectually,  and  emphatically,  as  it  did  ci^btffl 
hundred  years  ago.  It  is  an  allegorical  reprt" 
seniation  of  the  diOerent  foundntions  when- 
upon  men  are  resting  their  hopes  of  otornBl  lift 
and  blessedness :  and  of  their  differpnl  coB*" 
tions  in  the  view  of  a  pure  and  holy  God.  15* 
whole  Christian  world  may  be  divided  into  tt* 
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a[reat  classes^  most  widely  separated  firom 
other ;  of  those  who  depend  upon  their 
works,  and  those  who  depend  upon  the  all- 
ct  Righteousness  of  Christ  for  salvation.^ 
1  which  of  these  parties  is  our  place,  and 
K>rtion? 

Abraham  then,  in  this  rich  vein  of  the  evan^ 
al  mine,  may  be  regarded  as  a  typical  re- 
mtative  of  the  visible  Church  of  the  living 

The  word  of  Jehovah  had  called  him 
the  idolatries  of  Chaldaea,  to  dwell  alone, 
not  to  be  reckoned  among  the  nations. 
fiuoGiily  was  to  be  solitary  and  separate. 
It  surrounding  superstitions  and  abomina- 
.  His  own  ancestors,  in  the  line  of  Shem, 
lot  escaped  the  wide-spread  apostacy  firom 

The  recollection  of  a  more  pure  worship 
.  not  indeed  have  been  altogether  oblite- 
.  Their  imhappy  superstition,  however, 
lis  to  have  added  a  dreadful  infiision  of 
idolatry  which  was  modelled  and  brought 
iffection  in  the  plain  of  Shinar.  With 
exceptions  the  whole  earth  was  sunk 
ith  a  mass  of  rebellion  against  the  Most 
.  Ood,  as  effectually,  as  deeply,  and,  (with- 

oillewaite^  Expontory  Sennons  on  the  Pentateach,  toI.  i* 
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out  the  interference  of  an  Almighty  arm,)  m 
hopelessly  as  were  its  highest  hills,  ami  lowest 
valleys  beneath  tlie  waters  of  the  overwhelming 
Hood.     Abraham  alone  knew  the  character  and 
perfections  of  Jchovab.     He  alone  truly   cast 
ail  idolatry  behind  his  back.      He  alono  undci^ 
stood  the  great  secret  of  a&tvalion  by  the  pre- 
mised Seed.    He  alone  comprehended  the  deep 
blessechiess  of  faith  in  the  LaDib  of  God,  who 
tukcth  away  the  sins  of  the  world.     He  aioM 
had  that  faith  imputed  to  him  for  rigbteouanefl. 
He  alone  embraced  the  exceeding  great  and  pre* 
cious  promises  of  a  divine  revelation,  whcrerf 
tlie  Everlasting  Word,  in  due  tinie  to  become 
incarnate,  was  the  substantial  glory.    With  hi» 
alone  therafore,  was  true  religion  to  be  found, 
with  all  its  harvest  of  a  full  salvation.     In  hii 
tent  and  at  his  altar,  the  acceptable  worship  d 
Jehovah   was    celebrated,    osd    sinners    fuiuxl 
approach  to  a  reconciled  God,  by  the  new  uA 
living  way,  which  had  been  cast  up  for  themm 
the  God-man,  when  the  bickering  flame  of  tie 
Cherubim  turned  evei-y  way  to  hinder  ihc  W 
man  from  seeking  tiie  paradise  of  lifc  etcnJi 
by  the  covenant  of  works. 

Behold  Abraham  then,  a  type  and  emblon  "^ 
the  Church    of  Jesus  Christ!     It  stands,  U  1>« 
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mt,  alone  in  the  world's  wilderness, 
rkness  of  paganism,  unrelieved  by 
ig  light,  save  when  the  torch  of 
brought  by  the  hand  of  a  faithful 
he  herald  of  Christ's  salvation, 
it,  covers  by  fax  the  largest  por- 
)rld,  as  it  bows  and  groans  beneath 
itan.  The  imposture  of  the  false 
I  millions  in  its  chain.  There  is  in- 
he  remnant,  a  profession  of  true 
mingled,  debased,  degraded,  and 
God,  by  an  infusion  of  idolatries, 
een  poured  into  it,  until  its  sim- 
ty,  and  power,  have  been  mourn- 
msively  injured. 

le  Church  of  Christ  is  a  congrega- 
ul  men,  in  the  which  the  pure 
is  preached,  and  the  sacraments 
ttered,  according  to  Christ's  ordi- 
those  things  that  of  necessity  are 
the  same."  ^  She  is  the  pillar  and 
i  truth :  she  is  the  mother  of  saints, 
e  bom  again  of  water,  and  of  the 
n  baptism.  She  is  the  nurse  of  the 
hose  hand  and  ministration   the 

>  Article  XIX. 
L  5 
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bread  of  life,  and  the  water  of  fife,  the  vnaaffi 
and  milk,  and  honey,  of  evangelical  privilege, 
in  t!ic  person  and  office  of  Christ  her  glorified 
Head,  are  dispensed.  She  ia  none  other  Hun 
the  house  of  God,  and  the  gate  of  heaven.  Sit 
is  tlie  chosen  seat  of  Christ's  dominion,  governed 
by  the  secptre  of  his  eternal  love,  enhghtened 
by  tlie  manifestations  of  his  presence,  uphclj 
by  tlie  power  of  his  providence,  washed  trffli 
sin  ill  the  precious  laver  of  his  blood,  sanctified 
by  hia  grace,  taught  by  his  word,  restoiwl  in 
wandering  by  his  Spirit,  called  to  witness  tinta 
his  glory;  the  habilation  of  his  presence,  UO 
the  place  of  his  ehosen  rest.  Her  pri>Tl(^ 
are  vast,  her  immunities,  such  as  in  their  eitrtrt 
and  fulness  cannot  be  contemplated  by  tb» 
clearest  eye  of  faitli,  while  yet  the  beiievepiW 
only  through  a  glass  darkly.  Thoir  grwideffi 
their  length,  and  breadth,  and  depth,  and  He^ 
will  be  measured  only  by  the  spirits  of  jiwt  toe* 
made  perfect,  when  the  glorified  soul  sni!  ^ 
glorified  body  shaU  be  filled  with  all  the  fiJ" 
ness  of  God. 

In  Abraham's  family  however,  while  he  lu"*^ 
self  was  a  depository  of  divine  troth,  there  *•* 
a  wife  and  a  concubine — >a  free  woman  W  * 
bund  woman.  Bach  had  a  aoa  partakiiig  of  i>^ 
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own  condition — the  one  a  free  man,  the  other 
a  tlave.     He  who  was  of  the  bond  woman  was 
bom  after  the  flesh,  before   Abraham's  body 
became  dead,  and  while  yet  sons  and  daughters 
might  be  given  to  him,  in  the  course  of  nature. 
He  who  was  of  the  free  woman,  was  by  promise 
— the  result  of  Jehovah's  undertaking,  and  most 
gracious  engagement  made  with  him,  when  his 
body  and   Sarah's  womb  were  both  dead,  and 
only  quickened  by  that  Spirit  who  is  the  power 
of  God,  because  He  is  the  God  of  power.  That 
promise  he  received  in  the  depths  of  his  heart ; 
fidth  was  its  echo  there,  and  prolonged  God's 
voice  of  love  and  truth,  through  the  expectation 
of  many  years,  until  the  appointed  season  came, 
and  the  word  of  the  Most   High  was  fulfilled. 
"  He  staggered  not  at   the    promise  of  God 
through  imbelief,    but   was    strong    in  faith 
giving  glory  to  God."    The  family  therefore  of 
Abraham,  although  one  in  name,  was  composed 
of  members  exceedingly  different  in  character 
and  circumstances.     Abraham  indeed,  treated 
both  with    exact  and    impartial    tenderness. 
There  was  the  same  circumcision,  as  a  rite  of 
•acred  initiation  into  spiritual  relationship  with 
Ood,  and  instatement  into  the  fulness  of  divine 
{iromise  and  privilege.     There  was  the  same 


928  ■ SERMON    XXX. 

nurture,  provided  from  the  riches  wherewith 
Jehovah  had  so  amply  endowed  him.  There 
was  the  same  sacrilice,  wliereby  the  regard  ot 
all  the  household  was  pointed  to  the  Lamb  of 
God  that  taketh  dway  the  sins  of  the  world,  as 
their  only  hope,  and  their  only  Balration. 
There  was  the  same  instruction,  to  inform 
them  of  Jehovah's  will,  and  fit  them  for  obey- 
ing it.  But  the  membership  of  his  family  wa» 
composed  of  materials  so  diderent  and  dis- 
cordant, that  the  same  advantages,  the  same 
treatment,  the  same  care,  the  same  ten- 
derness, were  followed  by  the  most  contiaiy 
results. 

/( is  thia  in  the  visible    CkurcM  of  our  ilf— 
deemer,   whereof  Abraham  and    &is    hovaehol^ 
were  significant  emlhmis,  provided  for    our 
slruction  by  the    wisdom    and  goodneu  of  thi 
Holy  Ghost.     It  is  made  up  of  two  parties,  wht 
live  under  the  same  law  of  the  same  kingdom 
gracious  love :  who  are  baptised  into  the 
faith;  who  are  fed  by  the  same  pure  word 
Christ,   in  the  preaching  of  his  Gospel;  whtg"'-^ 
have  participation  in  the  same  Sacrament  of 
death  and  passion ;  whose  eyes  are  directed 
the  same  all-prevailing  atonement  for  sin, 
the  same  unchangeable  righteousness  of  God 
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CSiristi  as  the  believer's  portion,  to  life  etemaL 
There  is,  I  say,  the  same  impartial  tenderness 
of  the  Church  towards  every  one  who  hath  a 
luune  to  live  in  her  family,  a  place  in  her  sanc- 
tuary, and  to  whom  is  given  the  opportunity  of 
drawing  nourishment  unto  life  eternal  from 
ker  bosom. 

Bat  the  parties,  as  I  said,   differ  entirely 

with  regard  to  their  spiritual  position  in  that 

(3iiirch,  and  their  relation  to  its  glorious  Head. 

The  one,  albeit  by  Baptism  they  who  compose 

>thave  put  on  Christ,  are  still  living  after  the 

^w  of  the  flesh;  they  are  branches  in  Christ, 

^^t  bearing  no  fruit ;  they  are  children  of  the 

Church,  but    through    neglect    of  baptismal 

Privileges  that  filiation  is  according  to  the  flesh, 

'^er  than  according  to  the  Spirit : — they  have 

^  <kame  that  they  live,  but  they  are  dead  to 

^*od.     They  are  consecrated  to  Him  by  bap- 

^'^itial  profession :  they  have  been  made  par- 

^kers  of  its  blessings ;  they  have  an  outward 

^t>erty  in  the  gospel  of  Jesus ;  yet  all  the  while 

^■^Qj  are  children  of  the  bondwoman,  as  to  their 

^^^^  that  is,  their  spiritual  state. 

The  other  characters  ''who  compose  the  ele- 
^*tents  of  the  earthly  Church,"  are  "  bom  not 
V  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the 
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will  of  man,  but  of  God."^  They  are  reneni 
to  God  by  the  ciTectual  operatjon  of  the  Half 
Gliost.  Tliey  liave  received  tJie  Lord  Jes» 
Christ  into  their  hearts  by  taith:  theylim. 
communion  with  Clirist  by  personal  and  lirilf 
oneness,  maintained  through  the  same  &ilb: 
and  therefore  they  are  the  heirs  of  those  exceed> 
ing  great  and  precious  promises  given  to  dw 
spiritual  children  of  God,  in  order  that  ti^ 
may  be  partakers  of  the  divine  nature;  havugf 
escaped  the  corruptions  that  are  in  the  vaU' 
through  lust.  Holiness  is  their  high  calling;. 
and  it  is  their  heart's  desire  to  reach  the  mM* 
sure  of  the  stature  of  the  fiUuess  of  Cbfilt 
"  All,"  then,  in  the  highest,  dearest,  miwtpn^ 
Stable,  and  most  precious  sense,  "  art  Mf 
Israel  which  areof  Israel:  neither  beeautfOttJ 
are  the  seed  of  Abraham  are  they  all  ckiidra' 
but  in  Isaac,  shall  thy  seed  be  called.  Tint  U, 
they  which  are  the  children  of  thefieih,  ti^ 
are  not  the  children  of  God,  but  the  childrr^V 
theprotnite  are  counted  for  the  teed."' 

Abraham's  family  then  was  a  type,  nay,  nu** 
than  a  type,  of  the  militant  Church.  It  *• 
the  very  root  of  that  celestial  vine,  which  G«* 
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Iiavmg  presenred  until  this  day,  still  acknow- 
ledges as  his  own,  and  towards  which  his  hus- 
bandry is  yet  continued.  But  in  the  Apostle's 
allegory,  Hagar,  whose  posterity  dwelt  in  the 
wilderness,  represents  Mount  Sinai,  around 
which  that  wilderness  was  spread.  The  name 
18  put  for  the  thing  signified.     She  describes 

(II.)  Hm  state  of  those  under  the  Law  of 
ceremonies.  It  was  promulged  amidst  the 
thunders  of  that  mountain,  which  gendered 
unto  a  bondage  of  ritual  observances,  utterly 
without  value,  or  power  unto  salvation,  save  as 
the  eye  of  faith  might  behold  in  the  blood  of 
buUs  and  of  goats,  offered  on  the  altar  of  the 
sanctuary,  that  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  who 
through  the  eternal  Spirit  afterwards  offered 
Himself  without  spot  to  God,  that  He  might 
purge  our  consciences  from  dead  works  to  serve 
the  living  God* 

^Tke  name  is  put  also  for  those  who  are  seek' 
ing  justification,  glory,  honour,  and  happy  tm- 
mortality,  from  the  moral  law.  They  are 
Unhappily  ignorant,  that  this  immitigable  Law 
demands  the  absolute  unsinning,  unswerving 
obedience  of  the  whole  man, — body,  soid,  and 
apirit;  thought,  word,  and  deed — a  holiness 
like  that  of  God,  of  whose  purity  and  perfec- 
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tions  it  is  a  glorious  transcript.     But  while  man 
is  utterly   powerless  to  fulfil  the  demand,  the 
law  gives    his    miserable    impotence,    (to   say 
nothing  of  the  alisdute  and   total  alienatioD  of 
his  sinful  nature)  no  tittle  of  spiritual  power 
and  sufficiency,  wlierewith  to  meet  its  require 
ment,  and  expect  recompence  on  the  gronnd  oT 
merit.     In  thb  respect  Hagar  and  her  oflspringr 
answer  immediately  to  Jerusalem,  the  Jewislk. 
Church  under  tlie  legal  covenant,  and  therefore 
under  a  system,  not  of  gracious  hope  and  pri- 
vilege, save   as    the  law    was  a  schoolmaster  (o 
bring  her  members   unto  Christ;  but  under  s^ 
stern  and  iron  yoke,  entering  continual!;  inlt^ 
the  soul,  preventing  the  access  of  all  liberty  aiiic3. 
all  the  priviliges  of  s])iritual  ireedom,  and  eveitt — 
ually  ministerin^r  to  expulsion  and  deatli. 

Hagar  is  also,  hij  a  natural  extennon  ef 
allegory,  a  general  and  cndurinff  rtprt 
of  the  covenant  of  works,  and  all  her  desci 
ants,  all  the  spiritual  Ishmaelites  of  Abraham' 
professing  family,  arc  under  the  same  coo 
demning  and  eu.slaving  dispensation,  howere 
openly  they  may  be  enrolled  among  the 
bers  of  Christ's  holy  Catliolic  Church.  Ei 
citizen  of  this  Jerusalem,  whether  in  Paul 
day,  or  in  our  own,  whether  within  the  Jewi 
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or  the  Christian  fold  and  family,  is  under  a  dis- 
pensation of  bondage,  as  enclosed  within  the 
prison  house  of  the  covenant  of  works.  A  heavy 
Jtke  is  upon  his  soul.     He  is  a  debtor  to  do  the 
whole  law ;  and  he  cannot  truly  discharge  one 
atom  of  its  demand.     He  is  under  the  bondage 
rf  its  tremendous  denunciation,    "  Cursed   is 
^^^  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  that 
<*^  witten  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them"  * 
0^18  in  bondage  to  the  god  of  this  world ;  whose 
hopeless  slave  the  legalist  must  be,  imtil  he  fly 
^  the  Uberty  of  Christ  Jesus.     He  is  the  bond- 
'lave  of  his  own  inward  corruptions :  for  while 
the  law  can  only  give  the  knowledge  of  sin,  it 
•'ms  the  very  pollutions  of  man's  carnal  heart 
•Rainst  the  purity  of  a  holy  God,  and  the  ex- 
*^®eding  breadth  of  God's  requirement.     He  is 
'Utterly  unacquainted  with  that  blessed  freedom 
^access  to  God,  in  any  and  every  act  of  wor- 
•*Up,  which  belongs  only  to  the  children  of  pro- 
'^^.     His  feet  are  fettered  in  the  way  of  holy 
Obedience ;  and  not  one  step  can  he  tread  along 
^e  delightful  road  of  filial  duty  and  service. 
^e  may  look  through  the  bars  of  his  prison, 
^bile  others  walk  at  large  in  the  light  and 

'  Gal.  ilL  10. 
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liberty  of  the  Gospel  of  peace.     Bui  be  mini 
remiiin  within  its    walls,    until    the    Son    fahali 
make  him  iree,  and  then  he  will  be  free  iadead 
He  earns  the  wages,  he  does  the  will — and,— < 
as  the  most  dreadful  element  of  all    his  slavi4 
state,  he  loves  the  service  of  Satan.     The  spiii 
of  Cain  is  in  his  heart,  the  spirit  of  the    muij 
derer ;  for  he  loves  not  the  Saviour,  nor  iht:  S« 
viour's  disciples.      Deeply    buried    there   aad 
dreadfiilly    fruitfid   is    the  spirit    of  moddng 
persecuting  Ishmacl.     He  which  is  bom  a&r 
the  flesh  will  persecute  him  that  is  bom  aftff 
the  Spirit.     Mount  Sinai  was  not,  geograjilii- 
cally,  more  absolutely  without  the  limits  of  th* 
promised  land,  than  that  unhappy  aoul,  a  boiul- 
man  under  the  covenant  of  works,  ia  spiriiuellj 
a  stranger  to  the  family  of  the   true  Abralwnii 
and  to  the  abounding  mercies  of  that  "  h^ 
dom  of  God,  which  U  fighteousneu,  peacs,  td 
joif  in  the  Holy  Ghost."  ' 

(III.)  While  Hagar  however  represent*  thr 
enslaved  and  unhappy  professors  of  religton,  wlw 
in  the  very  bosom  of  Christ's  visible  ChDwh. 
have  no  inheritance  in  its  mercies ;  Sarai  f*- 
presents  the  true,  living  liberated  memlnri  «f 
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Chfitfs  spiritual  Church,  the  children  of  hea- 
venly and  unchangeable  promise,  the  heirs  of 
Oodf  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ,  those  happy 
fiiembers  of  his  body,  who  are  washed,  sancti- 
fsd,  and  justified  in  his  name,  and  by  the 
Spirit  of  our  God.^  The  Saviour  hath  redeemed 
them  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being  made  a 
corse  for  them.  They  are  delivered  from  its 
yoke,  that  they  might  receive  the  adoption  of 
sons.  And  "  because  they  are  sons,  God  hath 
^^  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  into  their  hearts, 
^fying,  Abba,  Father.  Wherefore  they  are  no 
*Ofe  servants,  but  sons  ;  and  if  sons,  then  heirs 
0/  God  through  Christ  J'  ^  For  them  deliverance 
1^  been  wrought  from  the  unhallowed  and 
^pele88  expectation  of  establishing  a  legal 
righteousness  before  Him  who  chargeth  even 
hb  aagels  with  folly,  and  the  heavens  are  not 
pore  in  his  sight.  ^'  They  are  become  dead  to 
^  h/w  by  the  body  of  Christ ;  that  they  should 
k  tnarried  to  another,  even  to  Him  who  is  raised 
ff^the  dead;  that  they  might  bring  forth  fruit 
•wto  Qod.""  *  "  The  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
Christ  Jesus  hath  made  them  free  from  the  law 
9f  rin  and  death.'*  ^  And  their  feet  being  shod 

*  1  Cor.  vi  11.     «  GtL  ir.  6,7.    •  Rom.  vU.  4.    *  Ibid.  yiii.  % 
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with  the  preparation  of  the  Gospel  ■ 
llje  atonement,  they  find  the  way  i 
delightful  to  their  hearts ;  desiring  to  p 
In  the  fear  of  God.  Their  love  made 
as  far  as  it  may  be  in  this  state  of  darki 
sin,  casteth  out  fear,  because  fear  hath  t 
Believing  iu  the  Saviour,  and  knowing 
their  portion, — God's  covenant  of  love  i 
with  all  its  full  inventory  of  mercies,  to  1 
sure  to  them  by  his  death,  and  seale 
their  hearts  by  the  vi-itness  of  the  Spii 
rejoice  iu  Him  with  a  joy  unspeakable 
of  glory.  They  are  members  of  the  Je 
which  is  above  ;  not  yet  indeed  of  the 
triumphant,  not  yet  of  the  Church  of  C 
its  latter-day  glory,  when  the  New  Je 
shall  descend  from  God  out  of  heave 
bride  adorned  for  her  husband ;  but 
liberty,  peace,  and  rest,  whereinto  the 
believe  now  enter ;  and  which  form  t 
ments,  as  far  aa  tliey  may  now  be  realii 
the  earnest  pledge  and  foretaste  of  the 
and  glorious  sabbatism  that  reinaineth 
people  of  God.  That  Church  is  sail 
above  in  heaven,  because  its  commence 
from  the  election  and  grace  of  God,  dw( 
light,  untowhichno  man  can  approach ; 
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it  vftA  horn  Christ  the  Mediator,  when  He  dwelt 
^  the  rest  and  bliss  of  his   Father's  bosom ; 
because  its  Head  of  dignity  and  influence  dwells 
^  the  Father's  right  hand,  far  above  all  hea- 
vens; and  because  the  Church  dwells  with  Him 
there  by  fitith,  until  He  shall  come  again,  and 
the  tabernacle  of  God   shall  be  with    men. 
Blessed    children,    are    they   of    that  blessed 
(%urch,  their  mother,  and  the  Redeemer's  bride, 
^ey  shall  be  fed  by  the  breasts  of  her  abimd- 
^iU!e,  in  the  word  and  ordinances  of  truth.  They 
*hall  grow  up  in  all  things  unto  Christ  their 
Head.     They  shall  be  prepared  for  their  place 
at  tlie  altar,  and  for  their  reign  on  the  throne, 
^OQg  those  who  shall  be  kings  and  priests  unto 
(^d  and  to  the  Lamb.     "  They  are  dead,  and 
^r  Ufe  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God;  and  when 
Ckriit  who  is  their  Ufe  shall  appear,  then  shall 
^y  also  appear  with  Him  in  glory, ^^^ 

This  divine  allegory  hath  a  resting  place  in 
^  long  lapse  of  ages  between  Abraham  and 
I^auL  The  history  was  spiritually  applied,  and 
pi^Hslaimed  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  the  rapture 
^f  Isaiah's  prediction.  ''  Sing,  0  barren,  thou 
^  didst  not  bear;    break  forth    into  sing- 

^  C0I088.  iii.  3,  4. 
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^Hd  the  fiilness  of  the  Gentiles  will  complete 
^<Uit  fiunily  of  blessedness,  and  God  shall  be  all 
^  alL  The  doors  of  that  house,  the  joys  of  that 
^Hiily,  are  open  and  offered  to  all:  for  if  ye  be 
^^hzists',  then  are  ye  Abraham's  seed,  and  heirs 
^<kxnrding  to  the  promise. 

(I.)  Tell  me  then^  ye  that  desire  to  be  under 
^^  law,  do  ye  not  hear  the  law  ? 

Hath  not  this  allegory  testified,  as  with  the 
clearness  of  a  trumpet-call,  to  which  family  you 
*^long,  what  are    the  present  circumstances, 
^hat  will  be  the  future  destiny  of  that  house- 
hold of  bondage,  unbelief,  and  the  spirit  of 
Persecution  ?    You  are  bom  of  the  flesh.  Your 
Illation  to  Gt)d,  under  the  law  and  covenant  of 
Works,  is  not  that  of  promise.     Your  obedience 
^  not  that  of  grace,  but  of  nature ;  and  there- 
^ire  it  is  only  outward  in  the  flesh  and  walk  of  a 
visible  conversation  and  profession ;  instead  of 
being  inward,  from  the  true  circumcision  of  the 
lieart,     God's  visible  Church  hath  received  you 
into  her  bosom,  numbered  you  among  her  chil- 
^ixen.     In  that  house  of  the  living  God,  in  its 
Uppointments  and  ordinances  of  life  and  salva- 
'^on  there  is  bread  enough  and  to  spare.  There 
is  instruction,   discipline,  encouragement,  and 
every  means  for  growth  in  grace.     And  con- 
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ceming  that  visible  Church,  with  sQ  iu  aj 
ments  of  love,  with  -M  tho  tenderness  of  i 
bestowed   upuii  it :    nnd  with   all  the  va<t  i 
varied  train  ol'li^  <pintual  privileges,  the 
Husbandman  itiiiy  well  ask,  "Aadn 
hitants  of  Jeriisulem  and  mtn  of  Judah,  Jvdfl 
I  pray  you  bvln-een  me  and  my  vineyard. 
could  have  been  done  more  for  my  vineyard,  M 
I  have  not  done  in  it  ?"  ' 

But  what  is  3-oiir  position  in  the  vinhlt 
Church?  YoLi  are  the  bad  fish  in  the  nel. 
You  are  the  f>iit'sts  without  the  wedding  gai- 
ment,  at  the  marriage  feast.  You  nrc  the  Uic» 
among  the  wheat.  You  an;  bondslaves,  among 
the  members  of  a  family  of  frccdmen,  nw<lr« 
in  Christ  Jesus.  Your  portion  is  with  Ishnuu^ 
and  not  with  Isaac.  .'Vnd  if  jou  thua  lOluiDi 
what  saith  the  scripture,  "  Cast  oat  thewnof 
the  bondwoman ;  fur  the  son  of  the  bondwcoU 
shall  not  be  htir  with  the  son  of  the  freewoman-* 
The  tares  mav  abide  with  tho  wheat ;  and  will « 
abide,  until  tlie  harvest.  But  llien  the  winnow- 
ing fan  will  be  spread  out;  the  breath  of  God 
in  judgment  will  gi%  e  it  effectual  motion ;  vA 
the  separation  between  tbst  which  is  to  be  laid 
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>  in  bliss^  and  that  which  is  to  be  burned 
ith  fire  unquenchable,  will  be  entire,  final, 
:emal.  Your  lot  will  be  in  the  desert,  far 
txm  God,  and  from  all  that  God  in  Christ  is, 
Qd  ever  shall  be  to  the  believer.  The  cove- 
ant  of  works  cannot  save  you ;  it  can  only 
^demn  you. 

IshmaeFs  expulsion  was  grievous  in  Abra- 
lam's  sight,  because  he  was  his  son.  The 
lurch  of  the  living  God  mourns  over  every 
D^ber  of  its  pale,  that  is  dead  and  enslaved, 
oiidst  the  rich  means  of  life  and  liberty.  But 
^en  the  sentence  which  Jehovah  pronoimced 
7  Sarah  against  Ishmael  shall  be  in  spirit  pro- 
OQneed  i^ainst  the  legalist  and  self-justiciary, 
ke  son  of  the  bondwoman  of  the  covenant  of 
^fAa,  then  the  Church  shall  acquiesce  in  that 
^decision,  which  casts  from  her  bosom  every 
■^believing  member,  and  shall  justify  the  most 
igh  God  in  his  judgment  and  doom  of  ever- 
^g  excision.  Turn  then  to  the  strong  hold. 
ead  with  God  against  your  state  of  bondage 
d  your  inheritance  of  wrath:  and  to-day, 
die  it  is  called  to-day,  harden  not  your 
arts.  May  the  Holy  Spirit  soften  them  to 
th  and  love,  that  you  may  be  no  longer  chil- 
^  of  the  flesh,  but  heirs  of  the  promise ! 

VOL.   II.  M 
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(11.)  "  Note,  we  brethren,"  sailh  the  apo 
addTCSsivg  his  children  in  Christ  Jeaui,^ 
haar.  wai,  are  the  children  of  promise;" 
us  the  cruwiiing  conclusion  of  the  whole  bCi 
ineiil,  with  the  momentous  truth  nltich  it 
volves,  he  adds,  "  So  then,  brethren,  tee  an 
rhiftlren  of  the  boitdwoman,  hut  tif  the  frti 
To  whom  is  this  cheering  and  happy  testurn 
applicable  ?  To  whom  can  we  say,  as  pare 
in  Paul's  ministerial  responsibility,  and,  as  i 
nestly  desiring  to  have  fellowship  with  him 
the  yearnings  of  ministerial  love, — to  wl 
may  we  appeal,  as  to  Isaac's  spiritual  hreOu 
children  of  those  vast,  and  sure,  and  he. 
gladdening  promises,  which,  unto  Sarah's  le 
to  the  true  and  living  members  of  Chri»t'»h 
Catholic  Church,  are  all  yea  and  amen  to 
glory  and  praise  of  God  ?  We  trust  thnl 
Spirit  may  bear  witness  that  ye  are  the  child 
ufGod.  If  so,  ye  are  made  partakers  of 
Holy  Ghost,  not  only  in  the  ministry  of  i 
word,  and  ill  his  outward  helps,  but  in  bi! 
w  ard  work  upon  your  hearts.  Rejoice  on'' 
exceeding  glad.  Your  privileges  and  pofs 
sions,  in  this  gracious  membership  with  > 
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living  Church  of  the  living  God,  no  eye  can  see, 
no  hand  measure,  no  imagination  conceive,  in 
their  extent  of  grace,  mercy,  peace,  hope,  and 
joy.  Walk  then  consistently  with  the  hberty, 
wherewith  Christ  hath  made  you  free.  You 
We  no  more  servants ;  but  sons.  Regulate 
your  conversation  accordingly.  Your  blessings 
we  all  in  Christ,  all  from  Christ,  all  by  Christ. 
Give  God  in  Christ  then  all  the  glory.  The 
lH>ndservants  abide  not  in  the  house  ;  they 
must  be  cast  forth ;  but  the  son  abideth  for 
ever.  Do  the  great  master  of  that  house  such 
service,  as  becomes  his  children.  Bear  testi- 
oiony  to  the  greatness  of  his  love,  and  to  the 
luippiness  of  his  family.  Bear  testimony  to  the 
holiness  which  becometh  his  house.  '^  Let 
JfOttr  light  so  shine  before  men  that  they  may  see 
yoKf  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
^  in  heaven."^ 

*  Matt  V.  16. 
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hagar's  final  EKPDUIOK. 

GENESIS  XXL  It. 

AHAU    nUSI    ri'    EARLV    IH    THB    KOBIIIKOi  ll<»  "*" 
*HO     A     BOTTH     OF     VXTWa,      AKD     OATt    tt   W" 

IT    HBft  AWAYl    *>D   SHB  DEPAKTUl,    AND    WAIlM»M 


The  path  of  humati  life  i»  traced  throogb  a" 
intricate  and  tangled  labyrinth,  wLereinm'* 
wander  up  and  down,  walking  in  a  vain  shii"* 
and  disquieting  ttieuiselves  in  vain,  unless  fuV 
in  the  word  and  truth  ut'  Jehovah  be  the  goW* 
thread  to  guide  their  footsteps  along  the  pwp* 
paths,  and  to  lead  them  safely,  though  ofl* 
mysteriously,  towards  the  rest  that  remaise* 
for  the  people  of  God.  The  way  will  irequenll5 
appear  to  run  in  directions  entirely  contra^iOk 
ing  the  dim  sight  and  unbelieving  suggestiooi 
of  sense :  but  He  who  ia  lig'ht,  and  in  whaSi 
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'^welleth  no  darkness  at  all,  leads  his  confiding 
people  "  hy  the  right  way,  that  He  may  bring 
them  to  a  city  of  habitation.  ^  And  when  the 
&Hb,  whereby  their  varied  pilgrimage  is  trod- 
^em,  shall  be  swallowed  up  in  vision,  they  shall 
^ook  back  upon  its  darkest  and  most  painful 
portions,  with  adoring  gratitude  to  Him,  whose 
^^om  appointed  them,  whose  love  illumined 
^Hem,  and  whose  sovereignty  overruled  them 
for  good. 

By  this  safe  directory  of  faith  was  Abraham 
inducted,  through  the  long  and  eventful  pil- 
Stimage,  between  the  time  when  he  went  forth, 
^t  God's  bidding,  from  Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  to 
^<Ut  in  which  he  slept  the  sleep  of  the  blessed, 
^  hundred  years  afterwards.     It  overruled  his 
Sections  supremely ;  it  guided  him  securely ; 
^t  upheld  him  mightily,  throughout  the  painful 
transaction,  whereof  the  text  forms  a  part.  The 
^hole  history  has  a  strong  claim  upon    our 
tiegard  and  prayerful  contemplation,  as  one  of 
those  instructive  instances,  which  exhibit  the 
Bovereign^  of  the  Most  High  overruling  the 
ordinaTy  transactions  of  family  life,  by  myste- 
rious influences.     It  is  written  for  our  instruc- 

*  Ptalm  crii.  7. 
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tion,  that  we  also  may  look,  and  Icain  how 
absolutely,  altliuugh  not  so  visiUy,  He  wbft 
ordereth  all  things,  both  in  Iiearen  and  canh,.'. 
dispenses  our  common  and  every  day  coucen*  j 
with  a  wisdom  that  cannot  err,  and  a  love  tbU  I 
never  fails  thosL'  chiltb-en  of  his  grace  who  dean  I 
to  be  directed  by  tlio  one,  and  supplied  by  ll»  j 
other.  The  fountains  of  both  are  opened,  uA  I 
their  streams  are  poured  forth  from  the  eS-  1 
haustless  fulness  that  dwells  in  Jesus  Chiiit>  I 
We  have  before  usa  threefold  subject  of  con-  j 
sideration.  I 

I.  The  CoNDtiCT  of  Abraqau.  i 

There  is  a  simplicity  of  touch,  combined  with  ( 
a  breadth  of  eirect  in  the  slightest  sketches  f^f  d 
the  Bible,  whereby  the  pictures  which  il«w  j 
before  us,  are  stamped  with  the  inconlcstyj*  I 
proofs  of  his  divine  hand,  who  garc  them  lutbc  j 
Church,  for  its  edification,  its  furtherance,  »o^  ] 
joy  of  faith.     Such  is  eminently  llie  case  in  tli« 
representation  before  us.     It  is  an  exliibitiiA 
of  the  most  yearning  natural  tondemeis,  biM'C' 
ing  forth  into  most  affecting  sorrow,  when  i* 
was  so  severely  wounded,  by  Sard's  dem"^ 
for  the  expulsion  of  Hagar  and  Zthmad.    An^ 
yet,  that  tenderness  is  rest^aint^d ;  it  is  nol  p"^ 
mitted   for   one  moment  to  lifk  ap  a  voice  <•' 
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complaint  against  the  dealing,  or  of  opposition 
to  the  will  of  God. 

" The  thing  was  very  grievous  in  Abrahams 
ngkti  because  of  his  son.*'  ^  Abraham  had  long 
clung  with  fondness  to  his  first  bom ;  and  seems 
almost  to  have  in  this  instance  also  hoped 
^Qst  hope,  that  the  God  of  his  mercies^  the 
God  of  truth,  would  alter  the  thing  that  had 
gone  out  of  his  lips,  by  transferring  the  pro- 
nused  spiritual  blessings,  from  a  son  yet  imborn, 
(and  whose  birth,  except  by  the  interposition 
of  some  stupendous  miracle  was  impossible,)  to 
"*e  child  whom  God  had  already  bestowed  upon 
Mm.  "  0  that  Ishmael  might  live  before 
^iec,"«  This  natural  and  becoming  sorrow  fills 
the  heart  of  Abraham,  and  bows  it  to  the  dust 
^  heaviness.  Is  it  not  then  wonderful,  that 
there  should  be  no  utterance  of  a  similar  but  far 
^htier  feeling, — no  record  that  any  such 
Motion  existed  towards  that  awful  command  of 
^,  which  afterwards  laid  upon  him  the  bur- 
^  of  sacrificing  his  son  Isaac,  whom  he  loved, 
^  in  whom  he  looked  for  the  coming  of  the 
Sou  of  man,  on  the  errand  of  a  world's  salvation  ? 
How  shall  we  explain  this  paradox  ?    How  are 

'  Gen.  ixi.  11.  «  Gen.  xvii.  18. 
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(icmand:  but,  under  the  obligations  of  parental 
<«»ty,  to  resist  it,  by  endeavouring  to  convince 
Sarah  of  her  improper  wrath;  or,  failing  of 
i^ucing  such  conviction,  to  interpose  his 
^thori^,  and  exact  the  submission  of  his  wife. 
But  when  that  voice  which  seemed  to  be  the 
^tterance  of  Sarah's  prejudice  and  resentment, 
^  testified  to  be  suggested  by  the  Holy  Spirit, — 
^len  God  saith,  "  Let  it  not  be  grievous  in  thy 
^^ht,  because  of  the  lad,  and  because  of  thy 
^Hmdwoman ;  in  all  things  that  Sarah  hath  said 
•^to  thee,  hearken  to  her  voice," — then  the  sor- 
*f>w  of  Abraham's  heart  is  hushed.  He  be- 
H>me8  still  and  submissive.  He  is  prepared  to 
^^Eud^e  the  sacrifice  of  his  own  will,  and  to  offer 
)p  his  most  cherished  affections,  according  to 
le  bidding  of  his  Almighty  Friend :  and  no 
Murmur  of  discontent  is  heard  from  his  lips. 
Like  Aaron,  he  holds  his  peace  :  like  Eli,  he 
^68,  "  It  ii  the  Lord,  let  Him  do  what  seemeth 
BfOT  good.*'  ^  His  soul's  conflict  ceases ;  faith 
:>btains  the  victory;  and  the  fisither  of  the 
Gdthfui  finds  peace  in  believing.  Blessed  are 
tliey  who  walk  even  as  he  walked,  trust  as  he 
trusted,  yield  as  he  yielded,  and  overcome  as 
he  overcame. 

>  1  Sam.  iii.  18. 
M  5 
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It  is  the  sacred  duty  of  every  one,  upon  wboto 
the  proi-idence  of  Almighty  God  has  Isii)  thr 
solemn  responaibility  of  parental  relatjonnhip. 
tu  guard  his    own  heart  well,  and  prayerfullj* 
and  watchfully,  against  parental  partialities  "C 
ilj.stinctions    between    one  and    another  of  tliff 
children  whom  God  hath  giren  to  his  praycm— 
Ho  must  resolve  with  unswerving  steadlatttnts^ 
against  exhibiting  or  permitting  any  prefcreDCfy 
beyond  the  approbation  of  \irtue,  and  the  div— 
louragement  of  sin,  among  the  members  of  hi^ 
family.     Like  God  he   is  to  be  no  reapecliT  »* 
(lersons :  but  to  deal  out  tenderness  and  luw* 
rebuke  and  chastening,  with  no  other  rule  than 
the   law  of  God,   and  no  other   desire  than  U> 
please  Him.     But  when  God's  pleasure  israad^ 
known,  through  the  truth  of  the  dirine  word, 
concerning  the  duty  towards  any  child,  or  whrii 
in   the  manifestations  of  providence  the  fin^ 
of  God   seems   to   demand  a   ncrifice  Hid  > 
separation,  however  it  may  wring  his  heart  ^^ 
sorrow,  and  fill  his  eyes  with  tears,  it  bveonw 
him  to  ask  a  spirit  of  holy  submission  fnx" 
God,  who  never  gives  a  stone  when  his  diiidrrD 
require  bread.     In  that  spirit,  so  sought  U«l » 
obtained,  he  must  follow  God  in  tbemg'  ofi^ 
pointed  trial ;  girding  up  the  loiiis  of  his  iniiwi 
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uid  looking  for  the  fulfilment  of  that  wise  and 
gnudous  saying,  "  What  I  do,  thou  knowest  not 
•wp;  but  thou  shaltknow  hereafter,'*  ^ 

No  duty  was  ever  bound  upon  the  child  of 
Crod,  without  being  inseparably  connected  with 
^e  promise  of  God,  for  mercies  either  providen- 
tial or  gracious^  or  for  both.  The  remark  is  real- 
ized in  Abraham's  experience.  "  Of  the  son  of  the 
oondwoman  will  I  make  a  great  nation,  because 
he  is  thy  seed/'     Ishmael  shall  not  inherit  the 
•piritual  promise,  which  Jehovah's  eternal  pur- 
P^  and  counsel  hath  vested  in  Isaac  :  but  the 
^Id  shall  still  be  beloved  for  the  father  s  sake. 
^  promise  is  reiterated,  as  a  strong  confirmation 
^f  Abraham's  faith  and  hope.     It  was  given  to 
Hagar,  when  she  fled  from  Sarah's  face,  before 
wmael  was  bom.     It  was   repeated  for  the 
patriarch's  consolation,  when  his  laughter  at  the 
assurance  of  Isaac's  birth  had  in  it  almost  as 
much  of  unbelief  as  faith.     **  As  for  Ishmael,  I 
have  heard  thee :  Behold,  I  have  blessed  him, 
and  will  make  him  fruitftil,  and  will  multiply 
him  exceedingly :  twelve  princes  shall  he  beget, 
and  I  will  make  him  a  great  nation."     And 
now  a  blessing  shall  rest  upon  him,  because  he 
is  Abraham's  child. 

^  John  xiii.  7. 
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Here  then  is  a  fjcneral  truth,  which  believing 
parents  may  hold  firmly  to  their  hearts,  when 
obliged  by  the  apparent  direction  of  God,  W 
send  forth  their  children  into  a  world  of  trial, 
slenderly  provided.  They  may  plead  with  ^e 
full  expectation  and  assurance  of  faicb,  ihalthr 
seed  of  the  righteous  shall  not  be  foisaten ; 
and  that  the  same  God,  who  has  supplied  all 
their  need  "  according  to  his  nches  in  glory  fay 
Christ  Jesus,"  will  remember  Hs  coveuant  wiiH 
the  father  aiid  mother,  in  his  dealings  witH 
their  children.  Have  ye  one  pleading  of  su- 
preme desire  ;  O  that  Ishmael  may  live  bcfbn? 
thee  ?  Then  assure  yourselves  of  providential, 
and  (though  you  may  not  live  to  discern  them,) 
of  spiritual  and  gracious  bestowments,  suited  to 
the  wants  of  the  body,  and  the  infinitely  more 
pressing  and  momentous  necessitlea  of  the  wuL 
vouchsafed  to  your  children. 

The  nature  of  the  authority  whereby  Sir*! 
spoke,  once  admitted, — her  voice  being  fell  ^ 
the  voice  of  God  within  his  heart,  Abrahun 
makes  no  delay.  Whatever  might  bo  hi*  w»" 
ings  to  and  fro,  through  a  night,  in  whose  difi 
and  silent  watches  duty  and  tenderness  wen*  ■' 
strife  witJiin  him,  the  victory  ia  nercr  doubtfu'i 
because  the  faith  of  God,  and  the  God  of  &''' 
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ith  him.  He  makes  haste  and  delays  not 
sp  the  co0imandments  of  his  great  and 
us  Lawgiver.  '*  Abraham  rose  up  early 
m(»ming9  and  took  bread,  and  a  bottle  of 
and  gave  it  unto  Hagar,  putting  it  on 
oulder,  and  the  child,  and  sent  her  away." 
blessedness  of  holy  decision  in  the  path- 
)f  God !  It  does  Him  honour  by  the 
ess  of  obedience ;  and  it  plucks  up  those 
of  bitterness  which  too  frequently  and 
take  hold  of  the  heart,  when  it  listens  to 
nd  blood  instead  of  instantly  hearing  and 
ig  God.  Abraham  in  the  Old,  and  Paul 
New  Testament,  are  distinguished  exam- 
f  this  swift  and  ready  obedience.  "  JFhen 
ued  God  to  call  me  by  his  graces  immedi- 
I  conferred  not  with  flesh  and  blood.*'  ^ 
lat  mind  alone  can  feel  this  holy  readi- 
wherein  the  love  of  a  reconciled  God 
;  wherein  his  vnll  is  hidden,  as  the  tables 
law,  beneath  the  blood-sprinkled  mercy- 
f  the  ark  of  the  covenant.  Those  feet 
wUl  be  swift  to  run  the  way  of  God's 
uidments,  which  are  shod  vnth  the  pre- 
Dn  of  the  Gospel  of  peace.     That  soul 

>  Luke  zr.  21. 
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only  will  spring  forth  to  follow  God,  in  patiii 
of  sacrifice  and  scU'-iionlal,  which  feels  the  coa- 
straining  iniluuiice  of  the  love  of  Chnst. 

But  why  iiro  Haiiar  and  Ishmael  rtiwnmwi 
from  Abraham's  house  thus  scantily  proridedf 
The  banishuiL'ut  itself  was  Sturdy  an  ofiUctioT* 
deep  and  biltcr  eiiLUigh,  with  every  nlloviltiiiC» 
that  gifts  and  pli-'uty  could  pforide.  Is  it  w**- 
therefore  tu  liciip  ime  cruelty  upon  another, 
that  these  ri-jccti'd  ones  should  be  sent  fbnl* 
with  a  loaf  of  bread  and  a  bottle  of  water :  fori 
know  not  that  we  havt'  reason  to  imagine  tlia* 
things  to  be  ropresvntatises  of  better  andi 
plentiful  food  ?  Was  there  not  a  servani  tha* 
could  be  spared  to  attend  them?  Wni  thcr^ 
not  an  ass  out  of  Ahraliam'a  field,  nor  acam)^ 
from  behind  his  tent,  that  could  hari-  Wi 
laden  with  some  good  things  by  the  way?  No 
doubt  there  were  eimugh  of  both.  Ii  aot 
Abraham  then  hard  oi'  hejirt,  ia  denying  ihei* 
such  help  aiid  support  ?  There  is  no  evtdcDOC* 
no  presumptive  proof,  thus  to  convicl  imof 
unnatural  indifference,  whether  those  latclj  »*• 
dear  to  him,  lived  or  perished  in  the  wildemt*** 
The  strong  probability  ia  wholly  in  hi*  kvoali 
that  he  acted  in  ibis  matter,  u  night  be  eX' 
pected  from  a   tender  parent,  an  afiectiaiBl' 
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master,  a  true  believer,  and  a  friend  of  God. 
There  was  bread  to  sustain  them,  until  they 
should  come  to  the  place  whither  Abraham's 
foresight  had  no  doubt  directed  them.  The 
^ter  akin  contained  enough  to  refresh  them, 
^tilthey  reached  the  appointed  well,  which 
he  no  doubt  had  fully  described.  Ishmael  was 
*t  least  seventeen  years  old,  and  therefore  far 
"cyond  the  age  of  helplessness ;  and  there  is 
iQUch  reason  to  suppose  that  the  man  of  God 
Jiever  intended  that  he  should  journey  into  some 
or  distant  country,  whither  the  soUcitudes  of  a 
Other's  tenderness  could  not  follow,  to  assist 
^d  bless  him,  as  need  should  be.  Hagar's  grief 
^ms  to  have  made  her  miss  the  way  and  the 
^cll,  and  wander  entirely  contrary  to  Abra- 
^^B  purpose,  in  the  wilderness.  The  sepa- 
'^tion  was  absolutely  necessary,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  the  divine  declaration,  "  In  Isaac 
^^^  thy  seed  be  called : "  lest  in  any  future 
^<&e,  Ishmael  should  be  reckoned,  equally  with 
W«  younger  brother,  as  of  Abraham's  privileged 
*5uly ;  lest  in  short,  he  that  was  bom  after  the 
^^h  should  be  confounded  with  him  who  was 
'^oni  after  the  promise.  But  this  decree  of  God 
Wng  regarded,  every  other  arrangement  of 
Abraham  seems  to  imply  his  strong  desire  that 
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his  £n!t-born  should  dwell  near  him,  to  shaie 
his  tenderness  and  power.  Behold  the  path  of 
duty  for  every  relation  of  life,  traced  out  by  the  1 
finger  of  the  Holy  Gliost !  Obedience,  the  Chlit  J 
of  holy  love  to  God,  is  the  first  and  great  com- 
mandment,  at  wliatcver  sacrifice  it  may  be 
performed:  and  the  second  is  like  unto  it,— dw 
exhibition  of  all  possible  Idnt^ess,  afiecdon,  UMi, 
consolation,  towards  those  whom  that  unshrink- 
ing dischai^e  of  sacred  obligation  may  inTolTan 
in  inconvenience,  privation,  or  sorrow.  ' 

This  remark  may  fitly  introduce  the  seconA; 
subject  of  meditation. 

II.  The  great  distress  of  Hagar  iko 

IsHMAEL. 

It  seems  to  havL-  been  the  determination  of 
that  wise  and  holy  God,  who  will  ceriainly 
make  the  sins  of  men  to  find  them  out,  althougi 
if  they  close  with  thf  means  of  life,  and  look  i> 
faith  to  the  cross.  He  will  blot  out  the  eipniJ 
condemnation  pronounced  against  impeiutflU 
unbelievers,  that  Isiimael  should  be  taught  tf 
this  painful  and  humiliatiug  dispensstiuD,  boR 
dangerous  and  destructive  it  is  to  abllM  g"^ 
cious  privileges,  and  thus  receive  the  goodiM* 
of  God  in  vaiii.  Once  put  forth  U  a  SCTt» 
chastening  from  the  fold  and  pasture  of  Aim* 
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iumi*8  family,  the  two  mistake  their  way.     In- 
stead of  abiding  near  the  footsteps  of  that  flock, 
which  God  had  marked  for    his  own, — their 
course,  like  that  of  the  prodigal  son,  is  towards 
»  far  country.     Their  means  of  life  are  ex- 
pended ;  they  begin  to  be  in  want ;  and  while 
there  is  bread  enough  and  to  spare, — while  there 
Me  wells  and  watersprings  by  Abraham's  tent, 
they  perish    with  hunger  and    thirst.     How 
sorely  must  they  who  sow  to  the  wind,  reap  the 
whirlwind !     How  surely  must    a  process  of 
humiliation  and  trial  await  the  proud,  and  those 
'^ho  mock  and  persecute  the  faith  of  God,  if 
^deed,  in  the  freeness  of  his  sovereign  mercy, 
^ey  are  restored  and  pardoned  at  all !     They 
^ust  expect  the  well-spring  of  some  earthly 
^mfort  to  be  dried  up,  and  themselves  led  to 
Uie  fountain  opened  for  sin  and  for  unclean- 
^688,  by  paths  of  shame  and  suffering.     Their 
^ntempt  of  spiritual  privileges  is  visited  upon 
^em,  and  they  must  know,  that  it  is  an  evil 
hnd  a  bitter  thing  to  depart  &om  the  Lord  their 
Ood.     And  it  is  a  dealing  of  especial  love,  how- 
ler painful  in  its  manifestation,  when  the  God 
of  all  grace  thus  hedges  up  the  wilful  trans- 
gressor's way  with  thorns ;  brings  him,  by  the 
Holy  Spirit's  sanctification  of  outward  trial  to 
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himself;  hastens  liim  to  hi»  ofiended  FatWa 
feet,  at  the  tliroiie  of  grace,  there  to  cry,  "  I 
have  sinned  against  heaven  and  btfore  Ihfe,  aad 
am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thg  son." ' 

The  wiklcrness  through  which  ihey  "'Si*^ 
dered,  Imd  no  puth,  no  food,  no  water,  na 
frieiidiy  iiihabitanbi  to  help  and  guide  tHefifc 
It  was  a  waste  iiud  howling  desert,  iind,  the 
water  once  spent,  they  were  hopeless  of  niure.- 
How  great  the  difference  between  their  eiM, 
and  tliat  of  Isaac's  cliildien,  when  they  wan* 
dered  over  the  some  parched  and  fiery  wild** 
ness,  as  the  angel  of  Jehovah  led  them  throu^ 
it,  from  the  bondage  of  Egypt,  to  the  rest  am 
plenty  of  the  promised  land !  They  had  bw*i 
from  heaven,  the  sacramental  food  of  Godf 
j)rovision.  They  had  water  from  the  rock,  w 
follow  their  footstejis,  and  refresh  them.  TVl' 
had  the  pillar  of  fire  and  of  cloud,  to  ^^ 
them  with  infallible  certainty  through  li* 
trackless  waste.  Their  clothes  were  not  WOCBi 
neither  did  their  foot  swell  during  forty  yes": 
and  the  good  will  of  Him  who  dwelt  in  ^* 
bush,  never  left  them  for  a  inumont.  EutdW 
vast  is  the  difference  between  those  who  endn" 
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trials,  according  to  the  mind  of  God,  and  those 

whom  affliction  overtakes  in  the  way  of  sin  ;  or 

whose  transgressions  have  led  them  into  paths 

of  bereavement  and  affliction.     The  one  party 

w  privil^ed  to  say,  "  If  our  afflictions  abound 

M  Christ,  our  consolations  also  abound  through 

Ckriit:**^   the  other  wander  and  are   weary, 

Kke  Noah's  dove   over  the  waters,   until  the 

luttid  of  mercy  brings  them  into  the  ark.    Jeho- 

^  in  Christ  is  the  hiding-place  of  the  one : 

He  shall  preserve  them  from  trouble  ;  He  shall 

compass  them  about  with  songs  of  deliverance. 

The  other  have  no  repose,  unless  the  Spirit  of 

Sod  bring  them  to  the  ever-ready  grace  of  sal- 

^tion,  that  in  its  most  merciful  Author,  they 

^y  find  rest  tmto  their  souls.    '^  The  man  who 

^ndereth  out  of  the  way   of  understanding, 

^hall  remain  in  the  congregation  of  the  dead :  "  * 

l>Qt  if  from  thence  he  shall  seek  the  Lord  his 

God,  he  shall  find  Him,  if  he  seek  Him  with  all 

llis  heart,  and  with  all  his  soul. 

It  is  easy  to  account  for  the  comparative 
helplessness  of  Ishmael.  Young  persons  are 
^ore  speedily  fatigued,  than  those  of  maturer 
years ;  the  fluids  of  the  body  are  thrown  off  in 

*  ICor.  i.5.  «  Prov.  xxi.  16. 
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lai^er  quantity,  by  the  more  impetuous  curreal  | 
of  the  blood ;  and  the  greater  rapidity  of  diges- 
tion demands  a  niorc-  rapid  supply  of  provision ; 
so   that  hunger   and  thirst  soon  become  more 
craving  and  intolerrtblp  in  thera,  than  in  othcrt. 
Hagar,  therefore,  might  have  held  oB  her  w«] 
a    little    longer,    liad  not    Ishmael   failed    and 
fainted.     Her  deep  affection   led   her  to  pli 
him  under  the  shadow  of  the  shrubs  aroun^ 
that  he  might  at  least  die  in  some  little  sheitt 
from  the  fierceness  of  the  sun.     She  went  to 
little  distance,   that  her  heart's   wreicbednei 
might  not  swell  into  a    still  more  utter  and  in- 
tolerable woe,  by  witnessing  the   death-agoiqfi 
which   she    could   neither  avert   nor   nsma^ 
She  said,  "  Let    me   not  tee    tlw   child  die.' 
'■  And  the  sat  ocrr  againtt  km,  andlifltdf 
her  voice  and  wept." '     Was  her  cry  addiwerf 
to  God,  in  the  fervent   language  of  WTC»(Iiii( 
prayer  ?     Did  she  remember  the  mighty  h«i4 
that  had  once  already  delivered  her  from  jioii- 
Jar  misery  and  simitar  death  t  Did  »hc  call  tominil 
the  sure  promise  of  God,  that  her  son,  then  on- 
bom,  should  becnriif  a  great  nation?    The  HiJ? 
Spirit  is  silent  here ;  and  we  can  only  hope  <«' 
judge  with  charity  upon  her  co«c. 
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Whither  shall  a  parent  flee, — towards   what 
point  shall   a   parent's  voice  of  earnest,  fer- 
vent,  agonizing   prayer  be    directed,    except 
to  the    city    of  refuge,    the    Lamb    in    the 
loidst  of  the    throne,    accessible  from   every 
quarter,  and   with  opened  ear,   with  infinite 
tenderness  of  love,   more  ready  to  hear,  than 
his   most    afiiicted,    most    destitute    suppli- 
cants are  eager  to  prove  his  grace?     So  the 
Shunamite  pleaded  with  God's  prophet  for  her 
^n ;  and  he  was  awakened  from  the  slumber 
of  the  dead.     So  the  Syrophcenician  clung  to 
Christ  for  her  child,  and  she  was  healed.     So 
Walrus  besought  the   Saviour  for  his  daughter, 
^i  she  lived.     So  Mary  and  Martha  clung  to 
Christ,  as  the  Resurrection  and  the  Life ;  and 
^eir  brother  Lazarus  came  forth  from  his  four 
^ys'  sojourn  in  the  prison-house  of  the  grave. 
It  is  God*8  own  invitation,  "  Call  upon  Me  in 
^A«  day  of  trouble  *' — it  is  the  promise  of  God's 
^^  unchangeable  truth,  "  So  will  I  hear  thee, 
^  thou  ihalt  praise  Me.''  ^     If  the  invitation 
^  obeyed,  the  truth  of  the  assurance  shall  be 
*>aply  vindicated;  whether  the   solicitude  be 
personal  or  parental.     Alas,  how  fearfully  does 

>  PMtlm  L  15. 


262  SERMON    XXXI. 

unbelief  put  back  the  hand,  and  di§tru3t  tfan 
engagements  of  the  Most  High !  We  give  Hii^ 
credit  for  past  mercies ;  we  acknowledge  pa| 
deliverance ;  but  we  cannot  or  will  not  be  pcpi 
suaded,  that  He  is  equal  to  any,  ajid  wts^ 
emergency,  wherein  his  providence,  whctliil| 
directive  or  permissive,  bath  pUccd  us.  "  ifil 
smote  the  stony  roc/c  indeed,  that  the  Kaitm 
^mhed  forth,  and  the  streanu  Jiomed  uilkal\ 
but  can  He  give  bread  also,  or  provide  Jiethjit 
this  people?"^  Ht^  can  do  all  this,  and 
nitely  beyond  it.  He  is  able  to  do  e: 
abundantly,  above  all  that  we  can  ask  or  think: 
and  it  is  our  chief  misery,  that  in  all  our  utbtf 
miseries,  we  do  not  remember  his  faithful  lovflii  , 
fLiid  take  refuge  by  prayer  in  the  sanctuuy  n  i 
his  power,  through  the  undrawn  veil  JesO 
Clu^st. 

Turn  we  then  to  notice 

HI.    God's    dealing    with    Hagar  t»o 

ISHMAEL. 

He  heard  the  voice  of  the  lad;  wbeli« 
merely  tbe  expression  of  bodily  sufferifljti '''* 
outbreaking  of  a  fear  to  die,  ot  a  gradous  vx* 
far  higher  impulse,  in  the  cry  for  mercy  to  0"^ 
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whose  worship  had  been  dishonoured,  whose 
covenant  had  been  despised,  and  whose  pro- 
inises  had  been  mocked  by  him,  in  the  day  of 
worldly  ease  and  prosperity ;  but  whom  he  now 
remembered  in  the  bitterness  and  anguish  of  his 
soul.  We  will  hope  the  last.  God  heard  him, 
^  the  father  ran  to  his  prodigal  son,  relieved 
ius  want,  snatched  him  from  death ;  and  gave 
Wm  an  undeniable  pledge  of  that  good  will, 
•nd  those  promises,  which  were  yet  laid  up  in 
•tore  for  him.  "  Can  a  woman  forget  her  suck- 
^  child,  that  she  should  not  have  compassion 
^  the  son  of  her  womb  ?  Yea,  she  may  forget, 
9^t  tcill  not  I  forget  thee  ?  saith  the  Lord  of 
Hosts."*  Christian  wanderer  in  the  wilder- 
'^ess,  "  there  hath  no  temptation  taken  you,  but 
^h  as  is  common  to  man  ;  but  God  is  faithful, 
who  mil  not  suffer  you  to  be  tempted  above  that 
9^  are  able  to  bear ;  but  will,  with  the  tempta- 
^  also  make  a  way  for  you  to  escape,  that 
yott  may  be  able  to  bear  it"^ 

Our  very  sorrows  often  blind  us  to  the 
i^edy  which  lies  at  the  door,  awaiting  only 
^  eye  of  Mth  to  see  it,  and  the  hand  of  faith 
^  possess  it.     '*  Behold,"  saith  mourning  Job, 

'  Isaiah  zliz.  15.  '  1  Cor.  z.  13. 
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"  I  go  fantard,   but  He  U  not  there,  amibacJb- 
ward,but  I  canfwi   perceive  Him  ;  on    tht  ltft\ 
hoTtd,  where  He  doth  work,  but  /  cannot  hrki>li\ 
Him;    He    bidelh  Himself  on    the   right  ha»4,\ 
that  I  cannot  nee  Him : "  But  tlien   llic  holj  ^ 
faith  of  Job  adds,  "He  knoweth  the  may  litl 
I  take;    when  He  hath  tried  me,  I  shall  em 
forth  as  t/o!d." '     In  this  sadness  of  spirit  lie 
disciples  contemplated  the   approftchini^  (li'pti' 
ture  of  their  Lord  :  and    sorrow  so  filled  tlifir 
hearts,  that  lliey    could  not  embrace  the  pro- 
mised jojs    of  the    Comforter,    whom  He  lw"i 
engaged  to  send  unto  them.     In  this  hliniinM' 
of  calamity,  wlien  Moses  spake  of  delivcruiK 
to  the  children  of  Israel,  "  they  heaiVt^ncd  not 
unto  him,  for  anguish   of  Bpirit,  and  for  cnw 
bondage." 

In  this  dimness  of  wretchedness,  Hogar  bb 
not  the  well,  which  held  its  life^sing  btIW, 
although  iL  lay  lerj  near,  soliciting,  a»  tC  var, 
her  regard  and  ajiproach.  It  might  indwd  be 
that  God  had  withheld  her  &om  beholding  <it 
as  the  Saviour  held  the  eyes  of  his  two  ^ 
ciples ;  in  order  that  they  should  not  recofuw 
Him,  until,  in  sovereign  pity  and  love,   B^ 
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sltoie  to  make  Himself  known  in  the  breaking 
'bread.    And  thus  the  worst  extremities  of 
W  servants  become  to  Him  revenues  of  glory, 
7  his  unexpected    and   unhoped  for  inter- 
ttences  to  deliver  them.  His  word  was  pledged, 
lu  promise  given :    heaven    and  earth  might 
M  away,  but  that  word  could  not  pass  away, 
hat  promise  could  not  be  repealed  nor  with- 
tiwn.    "  Out  of  the  depths  have  J  cried  unto 
flee,  0  Lord,''  said  David,  "  Lord,  hear  my 
"*ce;"i  and  it  did  enter  into  the  ears  of  the 
•^  of  Sabaoth.     Jonah  cried  unto  him  out  of 
lie  belly  of  hell ;  and  came  again  into  the  land 
'the  living,  though  the  earth  with  her  bars 
^  about  him.     His  soul  fainted  within  him, 
^he  remembered  the  Lord ;  his  prayer  came 
^ onto  Jehovah,   even   into  his  holy  temple: 
>rf  then  a  blessed  experience  of  ready  love  was 
*«apeUed  to  confess,  "  ITiou  hast  brought  up 
•Jf Ufe  from  corruption,  O  Lord,  my  God" * 
>hmael  is  no  longer  in  Abraham's  house ;  but 
'^A  beyond  the  reach  of  Abraham's  Almighty 
I^lper.     He  is  saved  because  of  Abraham,  and 
be  promise  made  to  Abraham's  faith. 
And  how  was  the  deliverance  effected  ?    The 


>  pMlm  czzz.  1.  '  Jonah  ii.  6. 
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Angel  of  the  Lord,  the  Angel  Jehovolii-Hi* 
created  messenger,  but  the  Almighty  Mcwea* 
ger  of  tlie  everlasting  covenant,  interfercil  la 
save  Abraham's  son.  He  unto  whom,  erW 
then,  in  the  counsels  of  eternal  love  and  w* 
dom,  all  power,  both  in  heaven  and  eart^ 
both  ill  providence  and  grace  was  given,  unds* 
took  and  accomplished  this  rescue  from  dealt! 
a  gracious  emblem  of  that  almighty  rescuii 
which  his  cross  and  righteousness  effect  frOB 
the  terrors  of  the  second  and  eternal  dvatb,  ii 
those  who  seek  his  mercy.  The  language  « 
Scripture  appears  plain  and  positdrc,  iu  testi- 
mony of  the  divine  character  of  this  MwMfr 
ger.  The  promise  of  Jehovah  is  ren<nfe4 
"  Arise,  hft  up  the  lad  and  hold  hfm  in  thiM 
hand,  for  I,  (I  myself,  and  not  another,)  wu 
make  him  a  great  nation."  What  ailctli  the* 
tlien,  sinful  and  mourning  spirit,  who  art  k«S 
wandering,  exhausted,  drooping,  dying  in  4* 
wilderness?  What  aileth  theot  Fear  B*^ 
Hast  thou  prayed,  has  thy  heart  sought  d* 
God  of  mercy,  as  He  is  ever  present  in  hiiSonf 
Listen;  for  God's  own  Angel — the  Angdrfi 
presence,  his  might,  his  love,  the 
the  covenant  whom  He  delights 
thee.    Look  unto  Him, 
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mlt  believe,  all  things  are  possible  unto 
\at  believeth" 

t  as  Hagar  saw  not  the  well,  until  God 
d  her  eyes,  and  as  then,  and  not  till  then, 
went,  and  filled  the  bottle  with  water, 
ave  the  lad  drink/'  so  must  the  power  of 
in  Christ  Jesus,  attend  his  promise  and 
bIL     The  command  is  given,   "  Stretch 
the  withered  hand :  "    but  Almightiness 
give  the  ability,  before  the   sufferer  can 
h  it  forth,    and  have  it  restored  whole 
e  other.     But  where  the  promise  is  re- 
1  in  faith,  which  still  God  gives,  there  the 
r  is  never  absent.     **  Said  I  not  unto  thee, 
m  wouldest  believe,  thou  shouldest  see  the 
of  God  .^  •*  *  O  fainting  spirits !  there  is  a 
ain  opened  in  Christ  Jesus,   for  sin  and 
Qcleanness.     There  is  a  voice  of  love  from 
Vord  and  the  Holy  Ghost  to  cry,  "  fFho- 
r  will,  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life 
/.**  *    Beg  of  God  to  open  your  eyes  that 
ay  see  it.     Beseech  Him  to  bring  it  to  you 
le  hands  of  his  ministers — of  your  mother 
Church;    and  drink,    and  live  for  ever. 
)d  was  with  the  lad;  and  he  grew,   and 

[aikiz.2S.  'JohnzLiO.  >  Rer. zziL  17. 
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dwelt  in  the  wilderness,  and  became  an  arcJicr," 
His  motlier  seems  lionceforth  to  have  laid  hold 
of  tlie  promise  made  in  lier  son's  fkrour,  and   J 
to  have  watched  over  liim  accordingly.  J 

Were  it  thus  in  the  experience  of  parenul  ^ 
faith, — did  parental  love  rest  on  the  proinimi.^ 
made  to  parental  trust,  and  that  tnut  in  livet^~ 
exercise, — were  God's  exceeding  gteat  aiu^^ 
precious  undertaking's  on  behalf  of  pannL^s 
more  closely  regarded,  what  bleaaed  eStct^^ 
would  follow  such  simplidty  of  hold  cm  </»«3 
as  a  ground  and  motive  for  diligent,  prayerfaJ, 
instruction  and  example !  Many  would  be  itx^ 
children,  now  perishing  In  a  spiritual  wildert^  ■ 
ness,  for  lack  of  the  wells  of  salvation,  restored .  J 
to  life  and  bless; ei In  ess  :  and  many  would  be  ibg  1 
outpourings  of  parental  joy,  "  Thu  mif  ' 
wag  dead  and  is  a/ire  again,  hawatloit,  d 
it  found." ' 
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''Hi  beneficial  influence  of  consistent 

religion. 


GENESIS  XXI.  22-25. 

^^  IT  CAMS  TO  PASS  AT  THAT  TIME,  THAT  AbIMXLBCH  AND 
^HIOOL  THX  CHDEF  CAPTAIN  OP  HIS  HOST  8PAKX  UNTO  AbRA- 
^AMf  8ATIN0,  Goo  IS  WITH  THXB  IN  ALL  THAT  THOU 
^SST.  Now  THXREPORX  SWBAR  UNTO  ME  HERB  BY  GOD, 
*^AT  TBOU  WILT  NOT  DEAL  FALSELY  WITH  MX,  NOR  WITH 
ICT  SON,  NOB  WITH  MY  SON^S  SON:  BUT  ACXX>RDINO  TO  THE 
1SIKDNE88  THAT  I  HAVE  DONE  UNTO  THEE,  THOU  SHALT 
&0     UNTO    MB,     AND    TO    THE     LAND    WHEREIN     THOU  HAST 

aoiouBNBD.    And  Abraham  said,  I    will  swear.     And 

AbKAHAJC    REPBOyXD    AbIMSLBCH    because  OF  A  WELL     OF 

Water,    which    Abimelsch^s   servants  had    violently 
Taken  away. 

A  GREAT  man  has  been  described  as  one  who 
<^an  embrace  the  highest,  or  condescend  to  the 
least  important  matters,  with  equal  compe- 
tence and  grace.  The  definition  will  apply 
exactly  to  a  man  of  true  religion.  As  that 
Almighty  Father,  whose  he  is  and  whom  he 
^rves  in  the  Gospel  of  his  Son,  not  only  directs 
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the  harmonies  of  the  mightiest  worlds,  but  ar- 
ranges the  meanest  atoms  in  his  creation,  With 
the  same  ease, — so  his  renewed  children,  ani- 
mated by  his  Spirit,  and  governed  by  hi> 
mind,  remembering  that  they  serve  the  Lord 
Christ,  endeavour  with  equal  readiness 
adorn  the  doctrine  of  their  Saviour  in  all 
With  them  rehgion  is  not  a  matter  to  be  brought 
out  only  on  high  and  momentous  emei^encies: 
while  the  general  current  of  life  is  reguUtec:^ 
merely  by  ordinary  and  earthly  motives ;  bu- 
whether  they  eat  or  drink, or  whatsoever  theyd» 
they  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.  The  lore  » 
Christ  constraineth  them;  they  discern  Hin^^ 
and  their  relation  to  Him,  in  every  imaginabl<^^ 
circumstance  of  life:  and  therefore  theybav^^*"^ 
one  elastic  impulse,  capable  of  reaching  tli^^ 
greatest  obligations,  or  contracting  itself  t^^-^ 
enfold  and  beautify  the  meanest  station,  or  ik^^ 
most  common  duties  of  life.  They  can  do  aK— -^ 
things  through  Christ,  which  strengtJieBel^^^ 
them. 

In  this  spirit,  we  have  lately  seen  Abrahai^^^ 
acting  in  the  private  concerns  of  £unily  dul^^V 
and  trial.  In  the  historj-  now  before  us,  coin— "^ 
mencing  with  the  text  and  ending  with  tli^=^ 
chapter,  the  divine  record  biiqgs  him   nDdi^*" 
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9iir  notice,  exliibiting  the  same  simplicity  and 
^odly  sincerity  in  bis  transactions  with  a  king 
^^ho  sought  his  fiiendship,  and  it  might  almost  be 
«dded»  his  protection.  There  is  equal  consis- 
tency, the  consistency  of  holy  faith,  that  best 
mnd  most  blessed  safeguard  of  the  soul,  in  both 
xitnations.  We  may  therefore  hope,  in  prayer- 
:fol  dependence  upon  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  draw 

jome  profitable  lessons  for  our  instruction,  by 

considering 

I.      The   TENDENCY   OF   HOLY   CONSISTENCY 

ni  A  believer's  conversation  to  honour 
God,  by  its  beneficial  influence  upon 
others. 

That  great  Apostle  who  hath  left  to  the 
Qmrch  a  summary  of  the  everlasting  Gospel, 
in  the  emphatic  words,  "  Ye  are  not  your  own^ 
but  bought  with  a  pricey  therefore  glorify  God 
im  your  body^  and  in  your  spirit^  which  are 
God^s"  ^  hath  enjoined  the  disciples  of  his  Lord, 
as  one  mean  of  advancing  this  high  end  and 
aim,  "  to  walk  in  wisdom  towards  those  who  are 
without.'*^  But  this  is  a  portion  of  God's  re- 
qoiiements  at  his  children's  hand,  often  ill 
understood,  and  consequently  very  imperfectly 

M  CoL  ti.  19, 20.  •  Col.  iv.  5. 
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practised.     We  are  too  negligent  of  t 

imposed  upon  us, — that  of  making  the  truth  of     ~ 

salvation,  and  the  senice  of  Jehovah,  Father,     .^ 

Son,  and  Holy  Gliost,  as  attractive  and  beau- 

tiful  as  possible  in  the  eyes   of  those  who  han- ^ 

not  yet  tasted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  or  whr-      i 

are  only  feebly  disposed    to  follow   HJui,  tin 

certain  whether  to  go   with  Him  steadfaftj} , 

like  Ruth,  or  to  kiss  Him  with  outwar^Ed 
reverence,  and  draw  back  agaui  like  OrpalHK— 
We  lack  that  glowing  zeal  for  his  honour,  ■■ 
one  overmastering  affection  of  love  and  grali 
tudc  towards  liis  Person,  that  all'preaidin^^3>] 
sense  of  everlasting  obligation  to  his  cross  aa*' 
passion,  that  transcendant  esteem  for  the  e 
cellences  of  his  character,  that  ever  prtv 
sense  of  the  felicities  of  his  service,  and  t 
deep  abiding  tenderness  for  the  souls  of  u 
which,  regard  Him  as  the  chieTcst 
ten  thousand,  and  altogether  lorelj,  and  s 
the  only  hope  of  life  and  mercy  to  e 
souls.  We  hold  Him  forth  rather  with  h;^f 
confession  than  with  that  godly  consistency  o^' 
deed  and  conversation,  that  exbibitiouof  Cbri^  ~ 
tian  graces,  that  adoniing  the  doctrine  of  Gt>^*-' 
our  Saviour  in  all  thin<rs,  which  is  often  th  -^ 
most  eloquent  and  efl'ectual  &ppeal>  thai  ih-^ 
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lifing  saint  can  make^  to  the  heart  of  him  yfho 
is  yet  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  or  of  him^ 
whose  eyes  are  hardly  opened  by  the  Saviour's 
touchy  and  who  yet  sees  men  as  trees  walking. 
We  too  little  regard,  even  though  Christ  be 
precious  to  us  as  believers,  that  the  candle  of 
God's  life  in  the  soul  has  not  been  lighted  to 
be  covered  with  a  bushel,  or  set  under  a  bed ;  but 
that  it  may  not  only  be  seen  by  our  Lord's 
household  the  triie  and  spiritual  Church,  but  may 
pour  some  radiance  through  the  windows  into 
the  outer  darkness,  where  are  so  many  wan- 
derers ;  some  of  whom,  attracted  thither  by 
its  beauty  and  brightness,  may  knock  at  the 
door,  have  entrance  administered  unto  them 
abundantly,  and  sit  down  in  blessedness,  at  the 
marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb.  We  lack  life, 
we  lack  desire,  we  lack  vigilance,  we  lack 
prayer  to  fulfil  the  Saviour's  command,  ''  Let 
your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may 
see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven.'*  >  The  influence  of  such  a 
temper,  wherein,  I  repeat,  the  professed  fol- 
lowers of  the  Redeemer,  are  so  mournfully 
de&cient,  is  exhibited  in  the  history  under 
consideration, — 

>  Matt  T.  16. 
N  5 
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By  Abimelech's  opinion  of  Abraham,  atui  «■• 
duct  grounded  on  it.  He  came  from  Gcinritf 
the  Philistines  to  Beersheba,  attended  byPlii- 
col  the  chief  captain  of  his  host,  to  make  I 
solemn  treaty  with  Abraham ;  not  ignorant  of 
Abraham's  Almighty  Friend  and  Portion.  And 
upon  what  principle,  by  nrhat  inducemeiili 
under  what  strong  impulse,  that  such  an  eiraiJ 
and  such  an  object  was  his  especial  interest,  hii 
best  advantage  ?  Simply  this — "  God  b  witi 
thee  in  all  that  thou  doeat."  As  though  he 
had  reasoned  thus.  I  am  aware  of  the  promiie 
made  to  Abraham  of  a  son.  I  am  awaie  thit 
the  son  so  promised,  is  the  child  of  an  amazug 
miracle.  I  am  acquainted  with  his  victor)'  ortt 
the  kings;  with  the  prosperity  wherein  He 
abounds ;  with  the  steadfastness  of  his  hotj 
adherence  to  the  worship  of  Jehovah.  1  «< 
him  protected,  supplied,  increased,  ble$»ed« 
that  God  whom  he  serves,  and  who  is  tin" 
obviously  his  all-sufficient  Portion.  He  thai 
shall  be  my  friend,  who  hath  thus  ob%ioiulj 
God  for  his  friend.  In  the  same  deep,  ahidingi 
influential  persuasion,  that  the  Most  High  ^ 
blessed  David,  did  Jonathan  adjuK  him,  whib 
yet  Saul  hunted  him  like  a  piutridl^  «»  ^ 
mountains,  saying,  "  Thou  $haU  iMf  M^  AM* 
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rj  shew  me  the  kindness  of  the  Lord^  that  I 
e  not:  but  also  thou  shalt  not  cut  off  thy 
mdness  from  my  house  for  ever.  And  Jona- 
on  caused  David  to  swear  again,  because  he 
ved  him  as  his  own  souL"^  Even  Saul  him- 
If^  long  after  the  evil  spirit  held  stem  domi- 
on  over  him,  was  so  fully  persuaded  of  David's 
ippiness  and  future  power  as  the  favourite  of 
saven,  that  he  asked  and  received  a  similar 
tth  at  his  hand*^  Ninety  years  afterwards,  ano- 
ler  Abimelechy  and  another  Phicol,  besought 
Hke  covenant  from  Isaac,  the  son  of  the  pro- 
ise:  and  obtained  it  from  that  holy  love 
hich  overlooked  the  transgression  against 
m. 

It  might  have  been,  that  Abimelech  did  not 
pecially  love  Abraham,  but  had  heard  that 
maan  was  allotted  to  him  in  virtue  of  a  divine 
nrenant.  Some  fear  therefore  might  have 
ranted  him,  lest,  when  Abraham  should  be 
it  into  possession,  whether  immediately  or 
ore  remotely,  he  himself,  sovereign  as  he  was, 
r  his  descendants  would  change  places  with 
le  pilgrim  and  sojourner,  and  need  protection 
t  his  hand,  or  at  the  hand  of  his  children. 

>  1  Sob.  zz.  12,&c  ^  Ibid.  xxiy.  21, 22. 
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With  Herod's  dread  therefore,  lest  God's  ineat* 
iiate  Son,  the  new-born  King  of  the  Jews,  might 
snatch  tht?  sceptre  from  hu  band,  but  withnut  > 
Herod's  deadly  malignity  of  purpose,  be  sou^  I 
to  make  Abraham  his  friend.  Sucb  at  lout 
was  the  unworthy  fear  of  tb«  second  Abinielccll 
and  his  people  towards  Isaac  and  his  family  of 
privilege  and  blessedness.' 

Be  this  surmise  however  just  or  unfounded; 
be  it  that  Abimelech  came  in  sincerity  of  Ittait, 
and  mth  some  spiritual  motjve  to  demsod 
Abraham's  friendship,  and  to  secure  it  by  the 
awful  sanction  of  an  oath,  or,  in  something  d 
Baiak's  mind  when  he  so  miserably  overralei 
wicked  Balaam's  power  to  bless  or  ban,  "  Ii»i 
thai  he  whom  thou  blenseH  u  bleised,  and  he  tfheu 
IhoH  cursest  is  cursed;"'  we  still  discover  ^ 
secret,  hut  commanding  influence  exercised 
upon  the  minds  of  others,  by  simplicity  and 
irodly  sincerity  in  the  believer's  wnlk  ;  andtlu 
desire,  felt  or  expressed,  stifled  or  admitted) 
wrestled  down  or  yielded  unto,  of  being  par 
taker  of  his  privilenres  and  happiness  and  reli- 
gion. "  Z,et  me  die  the  death  of  the  rigkltiM, 
and  let  my  la»t  end  be  tike  kit."' 

Abraham    is    not    here  iffougfat   before  out 

>S«GeD.xivi.  'Nuliili.XIC.fi.  ■  nU.  izliL  lb 
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notice,  as  a  mighty  temporal  prince,  whose 
armies  might  command  respect,  and  whose  alli- 
ance it  might  be  well  to  gain  ; — not  as  a  pro- 
found philosopher,  whose  wisdom  might  amaze  or 
direct,  mystify  or  instruct  mankind ;  not  as  a 
theoretical  examiner  into  religious  truth,  whose 
systems  and  speculations  might  dazzle  simpler 
minds  ;  but  as  the  humble  follower  of  Jehovah, 
as  a  man  of  practical  holiness  and  piety,  who 
daily  and  habitually  walked  with  God.  And 
every  one  who  names  the  name  of  Jesus,  as  the 
refuge  and  rest  of  his  soul, — every  one  whose 
spirit  hath  peace  in  the  Atonement,  hope  in  the 
Righteousness,  and  rejoicing  in  the  finished 
Salvation  of  Immanuel,  be  the  field  of  duty  and 
observance  which  he  occupies  small  or  great,  be 
the  deposit  into  his  stewardship  one  talent  or 
ten,  hath,  like  Abraham,  the  opportunity  of 
becoming  a  blessing  to  others,  and  making  them 
own,  "  God  is  with  thee." 

To  persons  beginning  to  inquire  the  way  to 
ZioD,  who  have  learned  that  there  is  a  reality 
of  good  and  privilege,  as  well  as  of  self-denial 
and  needful  duty  in  religion,  the  weight  of  con- 
sistent character  on  the  part  of  those  who  are 
more  mature  and  advanced  in  spiritual  life, 
may  be  unspeakably  momentous.     It  is  a  rally- 
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ing  point  in  difficulty ;  it  is  a  standard  wt  vf 
by  ihe  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  when  the  enemy  ttiMf 
be  coming  in  like  a  flood.  It  resembles  Abw 
ham's  altar  iu  Canaan,  a  beacon-blaze  of  1^ 
from  heaven,  to  point  out  a  way  of  life  asi 
peace ;  it  is  God's  witness  of  his  love,  io  exh^t 
biting  the  beauty  of  holiness,  that  tt  may  mec^' 
and  mildly  vdn  hearts  to  him.  It  is  the  call  tf 
Moses  to  Hohab,  "  If'e  are  journeying  toward 
the  place  of  which  the  Lord  hath  aaid,  I  wiU 
give  it  you,  come  thou  with  us,  and  we  tcilih 
thee  goody  '  By  the  example  of  Christi&D  GA 
and  conduct,  the  Holy  Ghost  not  un&equenllj' 
takes  of  the  things  of  Christ,  and  shews  thM 
to  others.  The  believer  is  an  epistle  knovs 
and  read  of  all  men  :  and  thousands,  won  bj 
beautiful  exhibition  of  Christian  graces  in  thaM 
who  kept  the  noiseless  tenor  of  their  wtlft 
thinking  themselves  unobserved  in  their 
through  the  vale  of  humility,  have  taken  bolt 
as  it  were  of  their  skirt,  and  cried,  "  H'tmt 
go  with  you,  for  we  have  heard  that  God  m 
you."  ^  Thousands,  1  say,  haye  so  read  iM 
plain  and  intelligible  epistle  of  practical  hefi^ 
ness,  illustrating  purity  of  &ith  in  the  son*  aw 
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daughters  of  the  Lord  Almighty,  that  seeing 
God  with  them  of  a  truth,  they  have  been  ovei^ 
ruled  to  cast  in  a  lot  with  them,  and  glorify  the 
common  Saviour,  in  the  day  of  their  gracious 
▼isitation. 

Even  they  whom  the  god  of  this  world  still 
holds  in  the  fetters  of  unbelief,  ignorance,  pre- 
judice, and  hardness  of  heart,  have  been  smit- 
ten between  the  joints  of  the  harness,  by  such 
intelligible  instances  of  the  power  of  God — ^by 
such  arrows  from  the  quiver  of  practical  holi- 
ness. They  have  often  yielded  homage^  un- 
willingly wrung  from  them  in  the  outset.  They 
have  often  sought  the  patronage  of  men,  whom 
once  they  openly  professed  to  despise.  They 
have  often  besought  the  prayers  of  those, 
whom  they  once  stigmatized  as  visionary  enthu- 
siasts ;  and  have  felt  not  imwilling  that  their 
wants  should  be  represented  before  the  mercy 
seat  of  God,  by  lips  which  they  once  scorned  as 
those  of  mere  unmeaning  babblers.  The  coun- 
tenance, the  advice,  the  assistance  of  the  hum- 
blest followers  of  Jesus,  have  in  instances  more 
numerous  than  will  ever  be  imagined,  until  the 
revelations  of  that  day  when  the  Light  of  the 
world  shall  come  again  in  his  glory,  been 
anxiously  sought;  and  the  triumph  of  meek- 
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ness,  puritj,  love,  and  that  wisdom  which  tbe 
Holy  Ghost  teaclicth,  over  the  wisdom  of  thk 
world,  which  is  foolishness  with  God,  has  beM 
complete.  The  bended  knee  in  secret,  the  fbO 
heart's  intercession  in  the  priracy  of  tlie  chtit, 
the  simplicity  of  a  heavenly  conversation,  andrf 
afTections  set  on  things  above,  tend  to  tlie  sam 
effect  in  a  private  Cliristian's  pilgrimage  Hat 
the  beloved  disciple  had  in  view  when  he  wTDtl 
his  first  epistle,  that  they  into  whose  hands  it 
came,  might  have  fellowship  with  him,  and  mHi ' 
his  brethren  in  the  apostlesliip,  whose  comniB*' 
uion  was  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Soa 
Jesus  Christ.  It  is  not  by  curious  and  unpio- 
fitable  speculation,  by  zeal  for  mere  circm* 
stantials,  by  doctrinal  accuracy — the  bones,  and 
sinews,  and  flesh,  and  skin,  of  t)ie  everlASling 
gospel,  without  the  breath  and  beauty  of  a  livilj 
soul,  infused  into  it  bv  the  Spirit  of  God,  thit 
men  are  won  into  the  paths  of  salvation,  wli(B 
they  look  to  find  them  in  the  examples  of  ihaT 
neighbours.  The  gate  that  opens  into  ihii  wif 
of  blessedness  moves  on  other  hittgen.  AlllJ< 
what  are  they  ?  Surely  a  constant  and  gnccfii 
conformity  between  profession  and  pmciicc,  il 
those  who  name  the  name  of  Jesus — n  rcligiflt- 
which   exercises  it^   mild,  but   unvarying  u4; 
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supreme  control,  over  all  the  secular,  not  less 
than  the  spiritual  concerns  of  life — a  religion 
which  reconciles,  and  indeed  combines  the  em- 
ployment of  Martha  with  the  devotion  of  Mary. 

Continuing  our  view  of  this  portion  of  the 
divine  word,  we  notice 

II.  The  holy  sincerity  of  a  believer's 

LOVE. 

It  is  of  all  the  graces  that  reflect  the  image 
of  the  Son  of  God  in  the  heart  of  his  disciple, 
the  most  watchful  and  unslumbering.  It  has 
its  impulse  from  his  power,  its  constant  example 
from  his  walk ;  it  is,  in  short,  the  transfusion  of 
his  own  mind  into  the  mind  of  Iiis  followers  and 
friends.  And  as  the  love  of  the  believer's  Pro- 
totype never  faUed,  from  his  incarnation  to  his 
resurrection ;  as  it  never  will  fail  through  all  ages 
of  the  Church,  in  whose  behalf  He  conducts 
miceasingly  the  gracious  work  of  an  intercessory 
priesthood,  so  is  Christian  love  that  grace, 
which  they,  who  are  as  He  was  in  the  world, 
and  who  yearn  to  be  like-minded  with  Him 
at  the  Father's  right  hand,  delight  to  cultivate  ; 
because  it  is  not  only  a  duty,  but  a  privilege  of 
their  faith. 

It  is  exhibited  by  Abraham 

(1.)  In  his  readiness  to  take  the  oath  required 


282  SERMON    XXXII. 

by  Abimelech.  The  king  aaid  uBto  Hm, 
"  Swear  unto  me  liere  by  God,  thai  thou  wilt 
not  deal  falsely  witli  me,  nor  with  my  k)i>,  nor 
with  my  son's  son :  but  according  to  the  kind- 
ness that  I  have  done  unto  thee  thou  shalt  do 
unto  me,  and  to  the  land  wherein  thou  bosl 
sojourned.  And  Abraham  eaid,  I  will  swcat." 
Thus  adjured,  since  the  oath  involvod  nothiag 
unlawful, — -since  it  would  be  for  confinDab'oB 
an  end  of  all  strife — since  it  would  most  ampljt 
give  security  to  Abimelech,  th»t  one  who 
tained  such  awful  views  of  the  niBJcaty  Ult 
omniscience  of  Jehovah,  as  did  his  serruit  ani 
friend,  would  never  violate  that  oath,  he 
pies  not  to  bind  it  upon  his  soul.  It  brougbt 
him  into  no  bondage,  cotmected  him  with  M 
dangerous  consequences,  emlxuTaMcd  him  by  ao 
jtoasibility  of  circumstances,  wherctn  his  ohlig*> 
tions  Godward  might  militate  against  hia  oathf 
as  Herod's  duty  to  Christ's  loesst^ngcr  the  Baj^ 
tist  placed  him  in  irrecondleable  contTBdictiott 
with  liis  rash  vow  to  Herodias — and  induced' 
him  to  take  refuge  in  murder,  from  what  bt 
deemed  the  disgraceful  guilt  of  pojury.  1^ 
Abraham  the  oath  was  unnecessaiy :  buciflt 
lulled  the  alarm  of  Abimelech,  and  gave  fail 
repose,  it   was  expedient.     It  boood  k 
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nothing  more  than  the  civil  obedience  of  a  sub- 
ject to  his  sovereign,  whereof  as  a  believer  he 
felt  the  sacred  obligation;  and  to  the  fulfilment 
of  kindness,  which  the  law  of  love,  that  glowed 
so  warmly  in  his  heart  would  make  his  dehght. 
It  was  an  act  of  holy  courtesy  and  kindness 
thus  to  meet  the  wishes  of  Abimelech.  He 
knew  by  that  vision  where  the  horror  of  great 
darkness  fell  upon  him  that  his  posterity  would 
not  inherit  Canaan  until  four  hundred  years 
should  pass  away.  He  might  therefore  safely 
promise  the  king  of  Gerar»  not  to  molest  his 
descendants,  even  unto  the  third  generation. 
He  has  a  conscience  void  of  ofience  towards 
God  and  towards  man  in  this  transaction ;  and 
it  is  done  at  once. 

A  confirmed  Christian  will  often  have  to  en- 
counter the  fears,  or  prejudices,  the  ignorance 
or  suspicions  of  weaker  brethren.  Is  he  then 
sternly  to  take  his  ground  of  higher  experience 
in  the  school  of  heavenly  wisdom,  and  not  to 
condescend  to  those  of  a  lower  form  ?  Is  he  to 
measure  every  man  by  his  own  standard — to 
make  his  own  opinions,  like  the  tyrant's  bed, 
upon  which  every  wretch  must  be  mutilated 
that  he  may  fit  it  ?  Is  he  thus  to  lay  a  stum- 
Uing  block  in  his  weak  brother's  way,  when 


284'  SERMON  xxzn. 

he  miy:ht  lend  him  a  hand,  blessed  of  Goil,  w 
lead  him  onward  to  some  ticqucuntancc  with  hli 
own  better  and  clearer  experience?  Is  he  Mt 
called  upon  by  that  Master,  whuse  example  he 
must  imitate,  while  he  cleaves  forsaWation  to 
his  cross,  to  instruct  others,  as  they  are  able  tO 
bear  it;  not  to  feed  them  with  strong  ineili 
while  yet  their  spiritual  digestion  and  power  rf 
spiritual  assimilation  can  only  enable  them  n 
use  milk  ?  If  he  would  make  the  Gospel  be«» 
tifu!,  and  exhibit  its  spirit  in  a  form  as  attnfr 
tive,  as  it  is  intelligible,  he  is  so  commanded 
When  a  professor  of  religion  has  ouUtrippci 
Paul  in  the  race  after  conformity  with  Crod,  !• 
may  then  hold  the  Apostle's  conduct  light  aw 
needless,  "  /  havi:  become  all  things  to  all  •«% 
ifthatby  any  means  I  might  win  t&me" '—vi 
lliat  too  without  the  compromise  of  any  fracliO' 
of  holy  principle,  however  minute.  The  b* 
descension  of  Chrislian  love  is  irresistible,  n. 
was  the  mediatorial  glory  of  the  Eternal  W(«4 
that  when  "  He  was  rich  He  became  poor,  0^ 
we  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich.'^  Of' 
meekness  and  lowliness,  bia  pslience  and  G^^ 
bearance,  his    tender  allowances    to  the  caiw; 

•  1  C«.«.32.  •aowriii.t. 
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^ew8  and  misunderstandings  of  his  disciples 
Ixnved  and  bound  their  hearts  unto  him.  The 
same  spirit,  living  and  breathing  in  every  page 
of  his  Gospel,  hath  won  unnumbered  hearts  to 
Iiis  service.  And  they  who  would  advance  his 
gracious  kingdom  by  instrumentally  leading 
men  to  the  glad  obedience  of  faith,  must  walk  in 
the  holy  readiness  of  love,  even  as  He  walked. 

By  some  commentators,  the  oxen  and  sheep 
given  to  Abimelech  are  supposed  to  have  been 
meant  for  sacrifice,  when    the    covenant  was 
stricken  between  them.     Others  imagine  them 
to  have  been   the  ordinary  gift  on  Abraham's 
part,  wherewith  even  at  this  day  in  the  East, 
parties  begin  their  intercourse  with  a  present, 
be  it  of  dates  or  diamonds.     A  third  class  sup- 
pose them  to  have  been  set  apart  for  an  ex- 
pression of  homage  paid  to  Abimelech  as  lord 
of  the  land.     But  why,  it  may  be  asked,  upon 
the  last  supposition,  does  Abraham,  who  holds 
that  lordship  over  the  country,  by  God's  own 
donation,  (the  highest  and  most  unchallengeable 
of  all  tenures,)  pay  homage  and  tribute  ?  Sim- 
ply because  the  time  of  actual  delivery  was  not 
yet  come.     Abraham  was  lord  of  the  land  in 
hope,  but  not  in  possession.    Thus  the  Lord  of 
the  temple  wrought  a  miracle  to  pay  the  half 
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shekel,  while  yet  in  very  truth  He  was  exempted 
by  the  highest  of  all  exemptions  (roiii  tlal 
liability.  '*  Render  therefore  to  all  their  rf(«t, 
tribute  to  whom  tribute  is  doe,  cuitom  to  tehet 
custovi,  fear  to  whom  fear,  honour  to  kSiM 
honour." ' 

The  seven  ewe  lambs  were  uadoubtedlf 
meant  as  a  price  paid  by  Abraham  to  Abim^ 
lech  i'or  the  well  of  water;  in  order  that  holt 
ing  it  thus  from  him,  by  a  kind  of  feudal  paj- 
ment,  he  might  in  time  to  come  have  no  dilute 
with  the  people,  but  possess  and  enjoj-  it  by* 
tenure  confessedly  good  and  ju&t  in  law. 

But  the  holy  sincerity  of  a  believer's  love  ii 
shewn  by  Abraham, — 

{I  I.)  In  the  honeity  of  hit  reproof  to  Jbhi^ 
leek 

"  He  rebuked  him,  (or  reasoned  with  )m,) 
because  of  a  well  of  water  which  Abimelcdil* 
servants  had  violently  taken  away,"  A«  ' 
solemn  covenant  was  to  be  made  between  theOi 
it  watt  meet  and  right,  that  all  causes  of  diipulV 
and  <uils understanding  should  be  roendooedi 
corrected,  and  removed.  It  is  tbcofiScc  of  loW 
— a  needful  though  a  piunful  office — an  offi* 
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of  true  tenderness^  not  to  suffer  sin  upon  our 
brother ;  but  meekly,  gently,  and  in  something 
of  that  goodness  which  was  continually  poured 
forth  from  the  full  and  fathomless  depths  of 
the  Saviour'  compassion,  to  reprove  what  we 
know  to  be  amiss ;  what  that  modest  charity 
which  steps  backwards,  without  looking  back- 
wards to  throw  its  garment  of  pity  over  a 
brother's  nakedness,  yet  feels  needful  to  correct 
— ^'^  considering  ourselves,  lest  we  also  should 
be  tempted."  Such  a  temper  is  widely  different 
from  that  cynical  tone  of  mind  which  makes  so 
many  who  know  not  what  spirit  they  are  of, 
delight  in  the  opportunities  of  fault-finding.  It 
is  as  different  indeed,  as  nature  from  grace,  hu- 
mility from  pride,  and  the  requirement  of  holy 
duty  from  the  suggestions  of  self-complacency. 
Christian  lowliness  and  modesty  would  shrink 
from  the  task  of  reproof,  as  one  which  may 
•eem  ungracious :  but  a  sense  of  responsibility 
will  not  suffer  the  child  of  God  to  please  him- 
self and  be  silent.  He  will  be  gentle  in  the  task, 
as  a  nurse  with  her  children ;  but  he  will  be 
firm  in  discharging  an  office  which  faithfrilnesst 
to  souls  may  impose  upon  him ;  as  the  surgeon 
mourns  inwardly  over  the  pain  occasioned  by 
his  knife,  but  uses  it  steadily  the  while^  con- 
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vinced  of  his  palieiit's  needf  Uld  cJUiebeuen* 
leiice  of  liis  own  purpose. 

1.  Is  it  lion-  asked  to  what  principle  (suboN 
dinate  to  the  ruling  power  of  f&itli)  vn  nif 
attribute  these  excellences  in  tlie  vharaclertf 
Abraham  ?  I  answer,  to  that  habitual  cunnfl^ 
ion  of  every  thing  with  God,  which  the  Uif 
verse  but  one  in  the  chapter  records  for  oitr 
instruction.  "Abraham  planted  a  groTt  m 
Beersheba,  and  called  there  on  the  name  oflif 
Lord,  Ike  Everlasting  God."'  The  worship  tf 
his  Almighty  Shield,  his  all-suificient  Uelpo^ 
his  exceeding  great  Reward  ia  never  forgotuu 
The  grove  is  planted ;  and  no  doubt  tlkrow»  iu 
due  time  its  broad  and  re&eahing  shade 
the  altar,  whereupon  is  shed  that  imcnfiaii 
blood,  by  which  was  shadowed  fwrtli  llie  »B« 
meritorious  oblation  of  the  Lamb  of  Go<l.  ffik 
religion  is  inseparably  intertwined  willi  ihept^ 
doctrine  of  atonement,  which  is  the  grono^ 
work  of  all  prayer,  all  worship,  all  praise,  iXl 
hope,  all  confidential  approach  to  God.  01* 
us  not  be  told  that  we  may  preach  that  docUii*) 
loo  frequently,  or  loo  anxiously,  or  too  imfOlf 
tunately  to  the  hearts  of  men.     If  there  be  <*W 
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truth  of  God^  which  more  than  another  (where 
ill  are  infinitely  precious)  should  be  inculcated 
in  season  and  out  of  season,  it  is  surely  that 
jreat  doctrine,  the  central  sun  that  pours  the 
Jglit  of  life — the  central  force  that  preserves 
:he  hannony  of  the  whole  system  of  salvation, 
ind  around  which  every  duty,  every  grace, 
jTcry  virtue  that  unites  to  complete  and  perfect 
the  believer  revolves  at  God's  appointment. 
We  do  not  mean  that  Christ  crucified  should  be 
preached  as  an  insulated  truth;  but  as  the 
inigh^,  supreme,  and  all-pervading  influence  that 
py^es  life  and  energy  to  man's  obedience.  And 
irfiile  according  to  his  poor  ability,  helped,  as 
the  Spirit  of  God  may  help  him  by  holy  study 
in  the  book  of  life,  prayer  for  divine  illumina- 
don,  and  practical  application  of  its  blessed 
truth  to  his  own  soul,  the  minister  of  Christ 
endeavours  to  set  forth  the  Atonement,  in  its 
length  and  breadth,  and  depth  and  height  of 
lof  e,  and  in  its  mighty  cogency  of  obligation,  he 
cannot  do  wrong,  because  he  thus  takes  the 
motto  of  his  great  examplar  in  ministerial  zeal 
and  faithfulness — "  God  forbid  that  I  should 
Qlorify  save  only  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ:' » 

'  GaL  YL  14. 
VOL.    II.  O 
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II.  Abraham  is  a  stranger  and  s  pOgninill 
the  earth  :  but  still  he  is  permitted  to  sojoiun 
in  the  land  of  the  Philistines  many  days;  pro- 
bably indeed  not  less  than  six.  and  twen^  jetn. 
Tlierc  shall  be  that  truce  to  his  present  mB- 
derings.  And  wliy  ?  probably  to  refresh  hia* 
self,  to  enable  him  to  educate  his  son  Isaacii 
holy  preparation  for  the  dew  of  heaven  in  lli' 
blessings  of  promise ;  and  that  fae  may  anbile 
longer  bear  his  testimony  for  God  in  the  dail- 
ness  of  the  country  where  he  dwells.  But  hii 
appointed  time  will  pass  away,  his  duties  then 
will  be  fulfilled,  and  he  must  go  thence.  He 
knows  this,  and  therefore  dwells  not  in  a  ceil^l 
house,  but  in  a  tent,  easily  taken  down  ud 
removed.  He  rests  awhile  in  faith;  heisrcslj' 
to  depart  in  hope,  for  he  reh'es  on  the  praini^. 
"  looking  for  a  city  which  hath  fotmda 
whose  Builder  and  Maker  it  God."^  E?ea  » 
do  Abraham's  seed,  the  members  and  heriup 
of  Christ.  Having  belicTed,  they  enter  even  hdt 
into  some  temporary  rest.  But  as  the  ark  bW 
its  staves  always  fixed  in  their  rings,  ready  toh* 
taken  up,  when  the  pillar  of  fire  and  of  d<«4 
should  give  its  signal  of  removal,  so  is  it  wil^ 
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the  ChristiaDr  This  is  not  his  rest,  for  it  is 
polluted ;  and  the  voice  will  come  to  cry^  "  Arise 
and  depart  hence."  Zealous  for  his  divine 
Master^  while  he  stays,  yet  ready  and  willing  to 
be  gone,  he  redeems  the  time,  and  lives  with 
lus  eye  fixed  on  that  unchanging  blessedness 
which  awaits  him  in  the  new  heavens  and  the 
new  earthy  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness.  He 
knows  that  if  his  earthly  house  of  this  taber- 
nacle were  dissolved,  he  has  a  building  of  God, 
a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
heavens.  Where  his  treasure  is,  there  is  his 
heart  also.  He  is  a  brief  sojourner  on  earth, 
a  pilgrim,  rapidly  passing  through  its  wilder- 
neesy  or  its  more  pleasant  places ;  but  his  por- 
tion both  for  time  and  for  eternity,  is  the  ever- 
lastiiig  God,  upon  whom  he  calls,  even  Jesus 
Qunsif  the  same  yesterday,  and  to-day,  and  for 
ever.  "  To  him  to  live  is  Christ,  to  die  is 
gain:' ' 

*  Pha.  I  21. 
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It  has  been  remarked,  not  more  qusintlv  tl 
truly,   tliat  when  man  builds  himself  a  tiolt, 
God  in  gracious  wisdom  plants  a  iborn  ui  A  1 
lest  his  shortsighted  and  unthinking  cn-Jitiii^  j 
allured  by  its  warmth  and  softness,  should  cowff 
too  closely  in  it,  whfu  he  should  be  pluming  «»i  J 
spreading hiswtngs  foraheavenwardflight.  11*  J 
statement  is  veriiicd  in  Abraham's  expcrien**  H 
He  had  now  dwelt  in  Bcenbeba  many  dsj^  I 
probably  indeed  until  Isaac  vaa  twentr-fiTB,  ic-^ 
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some  imagine,  three  and  thirty  years  old ;  ^ 
d  had  been  taught  by  holy  precept  and  exam- 
5,  to  know  the  Lord  God  of  his  father.     The 
De  seems  to  have  passed  peacefully  and  hap- 
ly away.     Abraham  had  perhaps   begun  to 
«tle  down  amidst  his  family  endearments ; 
id  therefore  he  must  feel  the  sharpness  of  the 
lom,  in  order  that  he  may  not  mistake  his 
Igrimage  for  his  rest.     "  Whom  the  Lord  lov- 
h  He  chcutenethf  and  scourgeth  every  son  whom 
e  receiveth.'*  ^     God  had  only  one  Son  with- 
it  sin :  but  even  that  eternally-beloved  of  his 
ither  was  not  without  a  cross.     The  children 
the  Most  High   are  indeed  often  nearest 
their  hour  of  sorrow,  when  they  least  expect 
**  In  my  prosperity  I  said,  I  shall  never  be 
wed.     Lord,  by  thy  favour,  Thou  hast  made 
Y  mountain  to  stand  strong.     Thou  didst  hide 
y  face  and  I  was  troubled.''  *     The  believer 
lerefore,  hath  need  to  watch  and  pray,  lest  he 
iter  into  temptation:  or,  finding  it  overtake 
m,  that  he  may  have  a  resting  place  and  com- 
rt  for  his  soul,  a  sanctuary  provided  by  the 

'  Such  it  the  opinion  of  the  learned  Lightfoot,  who  foiindi  his 
ppoiition  upon  the  tjrpe  and  antitype  in  respect  of  age,  soch  a 
iTCipondenoe  having  been  found  to  exist  in  so  nutny  other  cir- 
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God  of  peace,  whither  he  may  betake  bimsdl, 
as  the  manskyer  to  the  city  of  refuge. 

Instead  however  of  foUowiog  out  the  train  d 
thought  which  theso  opening  remarks  suggeft 
the  considerations  may  become  more  poinud 
and  practical,  by  connectiiig  them  with  th? 
portion  of  Abraham's  history,  and  noticing, 

r.  The  great  trial  of  the   father  w 

THE    FAITHFUL    IN    God's    COMMAND. 

"  It  came  to  pass  after  these  tkingt,  that  Gti 
did  tempt  Abraham."  But  have  we  not,  it  mfl 
be  asked,  in  another  portion  of  the  Bible, 
(equally  a  revelation  of  truth  by  the  Holj 
Ghost,)  a  special  injunction,  that  "  no  turn 
should  say  when  ke  is  tempted,  I  am  irmptei  tf 
God,  for  God  cannot  be  templed  o/evil,  nritkif 
lempteth  He  any  man  :  but  evert/  ihom  m  Ua^ 
ted  when  he  is  drawn  aside  of  hit  own  tiut  <mi 
enticedt"^  Even  so:  and  yet  Abrabsffl  B 
tempted  of  God.  And  if  in  the  unnumbmi 
instances  of  human  trial,  it  could  be  said  of  t 
Eaint  of  Jehovali,  "  Blessed  is  the  mas  dot 
endurcth  temptation,"  that  saint  was  Abr&liia> 
Temptation,  in  the  simple  meaning  of  the  werfr 
is  trial,  examination,  proof,  which  may  bcctuw 
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the  food  or  the  poison,  the  exercise  or  the 
destruction  of  him  whom  it  befalls.  It  may 
denote  in  the  tempter,  a  malignant  design  of 
leading  its  object  into  sin,  for  the  destruction 
of  his  soul ;  for  which  end  the  pure  and  holy 
God  could  never  send  it ;  else  would  He  be  the 
Author  of  sin,  perfect,  and  sin-hating  as  He  is, 
a  contradiction  monstrous  and  irreconcileable. 
It  may  be  a  trial  commissioned  by  divine  wis- 
dom and  love,  to  show  unto  man  the  principles 
of  natural  corruption  on  the  one  hand,  and  of 
divine  grace  on  the  other;  both  of  which  may 
need  the  hand  of  God,  to  reach  their  depths 
within  the  heart,  and  bring  them  to  the  surface, 
•o  that  they  may  both  appear  to  him  who  en- 
dures the  trial.  We  know  not  the  power  and 
strength  of  God's  Arm,  nor  the  sufficiency  of 
his  Almighty  and  ever  ready  grace,  until  we 
compare  our  own  weakness,  with  the  over- 
whelming force  of  a  stem  and  heavy  trial.  Nor 
until  we  measure  our  feebleness  with  the  might 
of  the  giants  that  beset  us,  and  feel  that  we  are 
grasshoppers  in  our  own  sight,  shall  we  flee  to 
trust  in  the  Lord  for  ever ;  thus  learning,  by 
gracious  and  happy  experience,  that  in  the  Lord 
Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength.  In  such  temp- 
tations, the  immediate  assault  may  come  from 
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God,  with  a  purpose  in  perfect  harmuiiy  niih 
the  immensity  of  his  gracious  love,  as  it  ciiine 
to  Abraham.  In  other  cases  tlie  determinalion 
of  his  sovereignty  may  providentially  make  wij 
for  the  assaults  of  Satan  ;  as  Jesus  was  l«<i  of 
the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness,  there  to  be  temp- 
ted of  the  Devil.  And  why  I  simply  ihii 
Satan's  defeat,  and  Immanuel's  victory  mighl 
be  made  conspicuous  by  Him,  "  who  wat  in  u" 
points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  teithout  im. 
Think  it  not  slrange"  then,  Christians,  "  coif 
cerning  the  fiery  trial  that  U  ia  try  yow ;  « 
though  some  strange  thing  had  happened  antt 
you  :  but  rejoice,  inasmuch  at  ye  am  pariaktn 
of  Christ's  sufferings,  that  when  hit  gUtry  iha^ 
appear,  ye  may  be  glad  aim  with  cxeeeHi^ 
jog,"'     In  pursuing  the  subject,  I  notice, 

(I.)     The  chahacter  of  the  tbial. 

Every  word  of  God's  announcement,  WU  w 
Abraham,  like  that  sword  which  wa«  in  fiilun 
time  to  pierce  through  Mary's  heart,  for  tiie 
suffering,  agony,  and  death  of  her  San,  "i> 
cording  to  the  flesh,  her  Lord  and  Saviour 
according  to  the  covenant  of  grace.  Evrry 
word  was   one  of   emphatic  sorrow;  and  ti" 
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whole,  to  any  other  heart  than  one  of  faith, 
lecurely  resting  upon  the  truth  of  God,  must 
have  smitten  it  with  exquisite  misery.     Take 
now  thy  son, — ^the  son  of  thine  old  age, — the 
*oii  of  God's  especial  miracle  to  thee  and  Sarah, 
•^thine  only  Son, — for  Ishmael  is  cast  out  by 
ft  divine  command,  from  being  a  posterity,  ac- 
cording to  the  divine  will,  and  Isaac  alone  re- 
Drains, — thy  son  whom  thou  lovest,  over  whom 
4ine  heart  yearns  with  undivided  tenderness 
«id  affection, — and,    (worst  of  all,   to  a   be- 
"^er  in   Jesus,  in  whose  eye   that   child   of 
promise  was  immeasurably  dearer  than  he  could 
"^  in  connexion  with  any  mere  human  feelings, 
kowever  pure  and  deep  their  sources,)  the  son 
^^ugh  whom  the  world's  Deliverer  could  be 
*feie  expected:    for  if  God  were   true,    and 
*«aac  died  childless,  it  were   utterly  vain  to 
^tpect  the   world's   salvation.     Jehovah,  who 
'Ud  pledged  Himself  to  effect  human  redemp- 
^Um    by    Isaac, — who  had  promised  that  he 
^ould  be  a  principal  link  in  the  golden  chain 
bat  connected  Abraham  with   God  manifested 
K|  the  flesh,  demanded  the  sacrifice.    He  then, 
o  whom  the  promises  were  made, — he  to  whose 
leart  those  engagements  were  the  deepest  and 
Loliest  joy,  was  to  undertake  the  terrible  office 

o  5 
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of  this  priesthood ;  to  g«t  him  into  the  Und 
of  Moriah,  and  with  his  own  h&nd,  to  offer 
Isaac  there  for  a  burnt  ofiering,  upon  one  of 
the  mountains  of  which  God  would  give  him 
notice.  He  who  read  and  knew  what  wm  in 
the  heart  of  man,  was  well  aware  that  Abra- 
ham's faith  might  lay  hold  on  God's  Ahnighu- 
ness,  or  the  requirement  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  flesh  and  blood.  One  lust  mayofteB 
strive  against  anotlicr  in  the  human  heart,  and 
indeed  in  the  heart  of  him  who  desires  to  pe^ 
feet  hohness  in  the  fear  of  God.  But  in  tbii 
dark  and  mysterious  instance,  one  grace  sefDU  ' 
to  be  called  into  tlic  list^  against  another, — the 
grace  of  faith  in  God's  promise,  is  apparently 
armed  against  the  grace  of  obedience  to  Gotfl 
absolute  command.  And  where  shall  the  me<fi* 
ator  in  such  a  strife  he  found  ?  Affiither  shiD 
Abraliam  look  for  that  days-man  who  may  taf 
his  hand  upon  both,  and  reconcile  them  Vf. 
gether.  Yet  surely,  if  the  promiae  and  d» 
command  do  not  meet  together, — if  tbe  gntw' 
of  faith,  and  the  grace  of  obedience  do  net 
kiss  each  other,  Abraiiam  shall  never  sri*  tiw 
day  of  the  Son  of  man :  nor  Bball  Cod  a 
human  form  and  Oesh  pucchafio  tbe  Oiiu^ 
with  His  own  blood:  aoc  shall  the  herald «f 


THE  SACRIFICE  OF  ISAAC.  S99 

mercy  point  to  Him,  and  say,  **  Behold  the 
Lamb  of  Ood,  that  takest  away  the  sins  of  the 
world !  - 

In  the  case  of  Ishmael,  a  valid  reason  was 
given  why  he  should  be  removed  from  his 
£ither*s  house ;  but  the  Lord  is  absolutely  silent 
why  Isaac  should  be  sacrificed,  alleges  no  cause, 
promises  no  substitute,  hints  no  hope  that  a 
xam  shall  be  caught  in  the  thicket,  nor  Jeho- 
vah be  seen  in  the  Mount  for  a  rescue.  The 
command  is  however  absolute,  and  imperative. 
At  the  very  moment  when  Abraham  probably 
expected  from  the  call  of  his  Almighty  Friend 
some  new  manifestation  of  divine  love  and 
goodness  to  himself  and  to  his  family,  God 
sounds  the  depth,  and  measures  the  height,  of 
his  servant's  devotedness,  with  a  line  and  rule, 
such  as  had  never  yet  been  applied  to  human 
faulty 9  however  mightily  upheld  of  God,  since 
man  was  made  upon  the  earth.  As  we  are 
carried  down  the  tide  of  sacred  history,  we 
hear  David's  passionate  grief  for  the  loss  of  a 
rebellious  child.  Would  it  then  be  wonderfiil, 
if  in  circumstances  of  immeasurably  greater  sor- 
row— called  to  sacrifice  the  delight  of  his  eyes, 
the  hope  of  his  age,  the  promise  of  a  universal 
and  everlasting  blessedness  to  lost  mankind, — 
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Abraham,  instead  i>f  obeying  ibe  commnT\fl, 
should  go  forth  weeping,  and  say,  as  be  gM", 
'  O  my  sou  Isaac,  roy  son,  my  son  l»»c, 
would  God  I  could  die  for  thee,  O  Isaac,  my 
son,  my  son  ! ' 

If  Abraham  had  closed  the  ear  of  ffulh,  lul 
listened  only  with  that  of  sense,  (for  both  oB 
by  no  possibility  be  opened  together)  wlien 
God  delivered  this  message,  reasons  why  i' 
should  not  be  obeyed  would  have  occurrtKl  lo 
him  with  irresistible  power.  He  might  bate 
answered,  (and  the  reply  would  have  found  as 
echo  in  every  man's  natural  wisdom  and  natunl 
affections,)  "  such  a  command  is  utterly  impw- 
sible  to  be  regarded  :  it  would  be  a  sin  againU 
humanity,  nay,  it  would  be  foul  and  iapui 
dishonour  to  God,  should  I  obey  iL  There  i> 
a  positive  canon  of  the  Most  High  Himstlf 
agiiinst  it — "  tVhoso  slieddeth  man't  blood,  % 
man  shall  hh  blood  be  ahed"  »  The  friend  of 
Jehovah  therefore,  cannot  be  called  forth  to  In- 
come the  murderer  of  his  own  son.  1  am  herf  » 
witness  for  God,  lor  the  truth  and  beauty  flf 
his  religion ;  for  the  pure  and  holy  morality  of 
his  faith — for  the  blameless  life   of  one  *lw 
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Teases  to  have  received  the  Atonement.  I 
11  therefore  tremendously  compromise  the 
our  of  my  Lord,  by  lifting  a  hand  against 

life  of  my  child.  1  shall  bring  an  eternal 
roach  upon  myself  and  Him ;  and  make  re- 
}n  an  utter  abomination  in  the  sight  of  the 
then.  Isaac  is  not  mine  alone,  but  Sarah's 
i ;  her  life  is  bound  up  in  the  life  of  the  lad. 
\  will  die  with  horror  at  such  an  act.     She 

detest  the  unfeeling  husband,  the  unnatural 
ler ;  and  I  shall  bring  down  her  grey  hairs 
\i  sorrow  to  the  grave.  This  sacrifice 
lid  nullify  all  that  hath  been  promised; 
.  make  the  God  of  truth  Himself  a  liar. 
fofv  then  can  I  do  this  great  wickedness  and 

against  God  ?  "  *  Surely  either  this  com- 
id  is  a  delusion,  or  the  very  engagements 
GFod,  whereon  my  hopes,  and  his  honour 
built,  must  be  as  fleeting  as  the  morning 
id  or  the  early  dew,  instead  of  being  un- 
ngeable  and  imperishable  as  Himself."  Thus 
raham  might  have  reasoned:  thus  every 
Q  who  consults  with  flesh  and  blood,  instead 
taking  counsel  from  God,  must  reason, 
d  thus  multitudes  at  this  day  with  God's 

*  Gen.  zzzix.  9. 
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owii  message  by  bis  word  in  one  scale,  and 
the  amall  dust  of  a  miserable  expedirocj  in 
the  otlier,  regard  tlie  Bible  as  light  and  worth- 
less. It  is  weighed  in  the  bal&nces  of  their 
infidelity,  and  found  wanti&g. 

No  instance  of  resurrection  from  the  dad 
had  yet  occurred  upon  earth.  Might  AbrahsM 
then  hope,  that  if  he  slew  his  son,  and  con- 
sumed his  ashes  upon  the  altar,  God  would 
bring  to  pass  a  new  thing  in  the  world?  Bat 
whatever  tide  of  objection  natural  feelings  mi^l 
pour  forth, — whatever  armies  of  opposition,  iffl- 
belief  might  muster, — whatever  specious  diffi- 
culties a  man  who  chooses  to  sit  in  judgment 
upon  a  divine  command,  instead  of  beseeching 
God  to  subdue  his  heart  to  its  obedience,  migtl 
invent, — all  are  removed  at  once,  like  cloudi 
of  night  before  tlie  rising  sun,  or  as  Satan  M 
from  the  Saviour's  presence,  when  He  foiltd 
every  teniptation  with  that  sword  of  tlie  Spint 
which  is  the  word  of  God.  Abrsham's  lotfty 
submission,  is  unalloyed  with  one  repining  rt- 
clamalion,  "We  know  not  indeed,  ^at  Men  I 
murmuring  thought  liath  entrance  and  \odpaM 
in  his  hearL  If  there  were  language  at  m 
it  was  doubtless  that  used  by  his  myslcriw 
descendant,  in  the  unimaginable  agony  of  tht    i 
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garden.  **  Father,  if  this  cup  may  not  pass 
from  Me  except  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be  done.''  ^ 
This  trial  was  suited  to  the  maturity  of 
Abraham's  experience  in  the  divine  life ;  and 
therefore  was  not  laid  upon  him  at  an  earlier 
period  of  his  walk  with  God.  There  is  love  in 
the  rod,  love  in  the  mode,  and  love  in  the  time 
of  its  infliction.  He  who  led  not  his  people, 
newly  brought  from  their  bondage,  by  the  way 
of  the  Philistines,  though  that  was  near,  lest 
peradventure  they  should  repent  when  they  saw 
war,  and  return  to  Egypt,  would  not  demand  a 
sacrifice  like  this,  imtil  his  servant  was  strong 
in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might, 
until  He  had  Himself  taught  his  soldier's  hands 
to  war,  and  practised  his  fingers  in  the  fight. 
The  wheat  can  now  abide  the  fan,  and  there- 
fiire  may  be  laid  upon  the  winnowing  floor. 
Are  any  of  you  placed  in  the  furnace ;  and  doth 
the  flame  bum  fiercely?  Believe  that  God 
liath  watched  the  fittest  opportunity.  Believe 
that  if  the  temptation  had  come  one  moment 
earlier,  it  would  have  come  too  soon.  BeUeve 
*'  that  the  trial  of  your  faith  being  much  more 
precious  than    that  of  gold   that    perisheth, 

'  Matt  zzyi.  42. 
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though  it  be  tried  with  fire,  tkaU  be  Joand  MM 
praise,  and  honour,  and  glory,  at  the  etming^ 
Jesus  Christ." ' 

There  is  no  place  for  a  moment's  hesiuiUuB 
in  Abraham's  mind.  The  horror  of  great  cWk- 
ncss  tiiat  fell  long  ago  upon  him,  had  nothing 
so  dreadful  as  this  camniand,  itself  alone  con- 
sidered. But  his  feet  are  shod  with  the  pre- 
paration of  the  peace  of  God,  and  impelled  hj 
love.  He  arose  therefore,  early  in  the  mijiB- 
iiig  to  seek  the  appointed  place,  and  do  the 
mournful  bidding  of  God.  His  heart  is  est*- 
biishcd,  and  does  not  shrink  through  tlit  long 
trial  of  his  three  days  journey.  His  resoluiioB 
never  falters,  even  when  Isaac  asks  the  heirt- 
rending  question,  "  Behold  the  fire  and  the 
wood;  but  where  is  the  Uiub  for  a  burM 
offering."  The  altar  is  built  [  tlie  wood  is  Ui4 
in  order;  Isaac — the  lamb  whom  Jehovah  df-  1 
manded  is  bound  and  cast  upon  it ;  uad  era 
then  there  is  no  quailing,  no  pleading  againit 
the  imminent  act  of  sacrifice,  against  the  u^ 
lifted  stroke,  tliat  when  it  foils  smites  his  chiU 
to  death.  Abraham  stretched  forth  his  han4 
and  took  the  knife  to  slay  fais  son.     O  blesi«4 
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and  Almighty  power  of  God,  at  once  to  subdue, 
and  uphold  the  tried  and  tempted  soul!  He 
walks  in  the  furnace  and  treads  its  depth  of 
flame  unharmed;  for  the  form  of  Him  who 
walks  with  his  saints  is  the  form  of  the  Son 
of  God. 

In  this  crisis  of  his  fate,  and  of  the  fate  of 
Isaac,  we  turn  to  notice 

(II.)  Abrahams  support  under  his  most  try- 
ing dispensation.  And  be  it  remembered,  that 
as  no  call  upon  our  obedience  more  stem  and 
fearful  than  this  can  be  imagined,  so  we  may  be 
assured,  that  no  similar  strength  and  comfort 
will  be  denied  to  those  who  seek  it  in  more 
common  experiments  of  their  faith.  We  have 
seen  no  resistance,  heard  no  murmuring ;  every 
opposing  feeling  of  his  mind,  and  every  strug- 
gling affection  of  his  heart,  however  agonizing 
was  the  nature  of  the  dispensation,  is  tran- 
quillized, and  lies  slumbering,  as  calmly  and 
placidly  as  an  infant  upon  its  mother's  breast. 
Whence  then  is  derived  the  mighty  influence, 
whereby  this  victory  has  been  won,  and  this 
full  surrender  made  ?  This  is  the  victory  that 
overcometh  all,  even  his  faith.  His  name  is 
high  in  the  file  of  those  honoured  elders,  who 
through  faith  obtained  a  good  report  of  the 
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Holy  Ghost.  "  By  faith,  Abraham,  (o/*en  M 
was  tried,  offered  up  Isaac  ;  and  he  that  hi 
received  the  promises,  offered  up  his  only  6*y* 
ten  son ;  of  whom  it  wot  taid  that  in  Iiim 
thall  thy  seed  be  called ;  aeeountinrf  that  Qoi 
was  able  to  raise  him  vp  even  from  Ihf  dead; 
from  whence  also  he  received  him  in  a^figuu."* 
Behold  the  mighty  and  imslumbering  keeftt 
of  Abraham's  peace,  amidst  every  conflict;  liil 
support  under  the  otherwise  crushing  we^ht  i£ 
God's  requirement;  the  high  impulse  nhidi 
moved  him  to  a  sacrifice,  otherwise  imposIIbl^ 
In  vain  is  every  other  pleading,  in  vain  the  if 
parent  cruelty  of  the  command,  its  apparent 
inconsistency  with  the  character  of  God,aiidaD 
the  laws  of  duty.  In  vain  would  unbelief  sn^ 
gcst  the  dark  and  dreary  hopelessness  of  hilD- 
self,  his  wife,  and  above  all,  of  a  lost  world,  if 
this  sacrifice  be  consummated.  Ishmaei  ii 
gone,  Isaac  must  die.  Abraham  may  sai, 
"  If  I  am  bereaved  of  mtf  children,  1  aa  It- 
reaved."*  Even  a  world  may  perish,  ifl«»c 
die ;  and  there  is  no  light,  especially  eokimUf^ 
for  this  emei^ency,  to  reach  bcycmd  his  gwfc- 
Still,  the  bidding  is  poUtive,  and  AbriJuiin  v  > 


'  Meb.lL  17—19. 
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believer.  How  is  this  ?  Faith  is  a  long-sighted 
grace.  Light  cannot  penetrate  to  the  depths 
of  the  sea,  and  discover  what  is  hidden  there. 
It  cannot  discover  what  lies  at  the  earth's 
centre.  But  faith  can  see  God  behind  the 
darkest  cloud.  Faith  can  realize  and  rest  upon 
divine  assurances,  when  the  means  of  their  ful- 
filment seem  impossible.  It  can  hope  against 
hope,  for  the  birth  of  a  child.  It  can  beUeve 
against  sense,  when  there  seems  no  ray  of  light, 
that  the  child  so  wondrously  bom,  and  then  so 
mysteriously  demanded  shall  be  spared.  "  The 
fig  tree  may  not  blossom,  neither  may  fruit  be 
in  the  vines,  the  labour  of  the  olive  may  £ail, 
and  the  fields  yield  no  meat ;  the  flocks  may  be 
cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  may  be  no  herd 
in  the  staUs : "  but  the  tried  beUever,  however 
great  his  exercise  of  faith  hath  still  ground  to 
**  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  to  joy  in  the  God  of 
Us  salvation.'* 

God  has  undertaken  that  Isaac  shall  have  the 
promise  and  the  promised  Seed :  and  "  God  is 
not  a  man  that  He  should  lie,  nor  the  son  of 
wuin  that  He  should  repent :  hath  He  said,  and 
shall  He  not  doit:  or  hath  He  spoken,  and  shall 
He  not  make  it  good  ?  "  ^     Isaac  was  bom  by 

1  Nnmb.  zziii.  19. 
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miracle;  and  if  he  dies,  a  miracle  shjitl  raise 
him  again  from  t)ie  dead.  The  koife  cannot 
slay  him,  the  fin-  cannot  consume  him— ihf 
wind,  scatterinjj  liis  ashes  over  the  iace  of  lb 
earth,  cannot  cany  him  beyond  the  reviving 
power  of  Jehovali.  Abraham  therefore  lays 
the  truth  and  pu*vt'r  of  his  covenant  Go4 
to  heart ;  ojjposcs  tlieai,  together  with  liw 
promise  restiiij^  upon  them,  to  every  rak 
soning  of  carnal  \mbeiief;  leaves  kts  hunu^ 
takes  his  son,  jniu'iiieK  towards  Mount  Morialii 
and  prepares  uiislirinkingly  to  perform  anid 
of  faith,  such  as  the  world  had  never  seaij 
and  such  as  (tlie  consummation  of  tliat  grMt 
sacrifice  for  transgression  upon  Calvary  fflt* 
cepted)  the  work!  shall  never  see. 

Mark  the  power  of  that  faith  in  Abraham'* 
address  to  the  young  men  whom  he  left  ai  th* 
foot  of  themountain.  "  Abide  ye  here  with  till 
ass,  and  1  and  the  lai!  will  go  yonder  and  wonWn 
and  come  again  to  you,"  Was  this  a  pious  fratift' 
to  hinder  their  interference,  against  a  puipoM 
which  to  them  must  have  appeared  equallf 
monstrous  and  unintelligible?  No:  iiwwtbl' 
full  expectation  of  a  faith  that  towered  upww^t 
to  the  throne  of  God's  Truth  and  AJmightinw: 
and  there  le&med,   there   icoounted,  deciticdi 


THE   SACRIFICE   OF   ISAAC.  309 

i  best  and  surest  grounds,  that  *^  God 
to  raise  Isaac  from  the  dead,  from 
so  he  had  received  him  in  ajigure^^^  at 
:  and  whence  also  by  a  reception  of 
!  blessed  figure,  he  was  about  to  receive 
in,  in  his  virtual  resurrection.  The 
e  which  once  looked  through  a  dead 
ow  looks  through  a  bleeding  sword  to 
T  of  God.  "  He  staggered  not  at  the 
yf  God  through  unbelief;  hut  was  strong 
giving  glory  to  God :  being  fully  per^ 
\hat  what  He  had  promised.  He  was 
to  perform''  *  He  knows,  in  his  inmost 
there  the  Holy  Ghost  witnesses  to  the 
God)  that  he  shall  worship,  that  he 
le  again  with  the  lad  to  the  young  men. 
'des  testify  to  present  truth;  experi- 
nbines  with  faith  to  attest  the  un- 
>le  fidelity  of  God  :  and  Abraham  hath 
not  joy  in  believing.  Such  is  the  privi- 
every  child  of  God.  His  faith  may 
ond  itself,  beyond  all  opposition ;  be- 
combination  of  improbabilities,  beyond 
objections  which  reason  cannot  answer, 
igth  repel:    and  be  fixed  upon  Him 

zi.  19.  '  Rom.  iv.  20. 
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with  whom  all  things  are  possible.  And  thrice 
blessed  is  he  who  can  thus  stay  himself  upon 
llie  promise  and  power  of  Ood.  Ko  valley  of 
trouble  will  be  to  him  without  a  door  of  bupSi 
no  barren  wilderness  without  roanDs;  noitj 
rock  without  water  :  no  dungeon  without  lifbtt 
no  fiery  trial  without  comfort:  because  hphidl 
the  same  word,  and  the  same  God  whereon  to 
trust,  whose  power  opened  the  sea,  as  a  door  ta 
be  a  passage  from  Egypt  to  CaDaan,  who  fei 
Israel  in  the  desert  with  bread  &om  beax^ 
and  water  from  the  rock;  who  filled  PcWI*! 
prison  with  a  flaming  light,  who  made  Sliadrachi 
Mesech,  and  Abediiego,  to  walk  to  and  (tain 
the  fiery  furnace,  with  joy  and  safety.'  JcfflB 
said,  "  Take  ye  away  the  tttme.  Martha,  tit 
sister  of  him  that  was  dead,  tailh  unto  JIm, 
Lord,  by  thit  time  he  siinketb,f&r  he  halk  httt 
dead  four  days.  Jesiu  gaith  unto  her,  SeUt 
not  unto  thee,  that  iftlum  weuldttl  Mietx,  (IX 
thouideiC  see  the  glory  of  Godi"' 

In  a  world  of  conflict  and  unrest,  wtdit 
"  without  are  fightings,  and  within  are  fean, 
it  is  among  the  dearest  and  moat  di'lighcAn 
refreshments  of  tlie    heart  to  lay  hold  uf  tint 

'  Spuntowe"!  Wells  of  Salwtimi  Opetipil,  p.  Si. 
•  John  xl  39. 
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aararance,  **  There  hath  no  temptation  befallen 
fou,  but  such  as  is  common  to  man;  and  God  is 
faithful,  who  will  not  suffer  you  to  be  tempted 
above  that  ye  are  ablcy  but  will,  with  the  temp- 
tation  also  make  a  way  for  you  to  escape,  that 
jfe  may  be  able  to  bear  it,**  ^  The  promise  was 
Terified  in 

(III.)  Abrahams  deliverance  and  gracious 
reward. 

Abraham  had  stretched  out  his  hand^  and 
taken  the  knife  to  slay  his  son.  But  the  Angel 
of  the  Lord,  Jehovah  the  everlasting  Angel  of 
the  everlasting  covenant,  called  unto  him  out 
of  heaven,  **  Lay  not  thine  hand  upon  the  lad, 
neither  do  thou  any  thing  unto  hiih :  for  now  I 
know  that  thou  fearest  God,  seeing  thou  hast 
not  withheld  thy  son,  thine  only  son  from  Me." 
]$id  the  omniscient  God  at  this  time  first  learn 
the  purity  and  power  of  that  living  spring  of 
&ith  which  his  own  hand  had  opened  in  Abra- 
liain*8  heart,  otherwise  hard  and  flinty  as  the 
lock  in  Horeb  ?  No — ^but  this  £uth  had  now 
been  proved ;  its  blessed  simplicity  brought  to 
the  teat;  and  the  approbation  awarded.  God 
never  accepted  more  than  one  human  sacrifice 

>  1  Cor.  z.  11 
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with  blood ;  though  He  most  have  (he  tliuiii- 
offering  of  every  beUever — the  whole  man, 
body,  soul,  and  spirit,  an  unbloody  obUliou  of 
gratitude  to  his  grace,  Abraham  had  on!j 
slain  Isaac  in  his  intention,  cot  in  reality :  bsl 
he  hath  the  praise  of  an  actual  accomplishmi'Dt 
and  consummation  of  that  awful  injunction. 
And  now  since  Jehovah  could  swear  by  no 
greater.  He  swore  by  Himself— {an  oath,  whereby 
in  the  unimaginable  condescension  of  his  gia«,  | 
He  hath  bound  and  engaged  Himself  also  to 
the  heirs  of  salvation^!  o  every  one  of  us  in^itaUd 
into  the  family  of  life  and  love,)  that  h j  [W 
immutable  things  in  which  it  is  impossible  for 
God  to  He — his  promise  and  his  ontli,  W* 
might  have  strong  consolation  who  have  fled  for 
refuge  to  the  hope  set  before  us.  The  biesstnj 
is  not  only  confirmed,  but  enlarged :  and  ertrj 
one  of  the  spiritual  seed  of  AbrahAli)  atj 
reahzc  it,  hath   realized  it,  and  shall  re&UietE 

As  this  is  the  greatest,  so  it  is  the  Iwt  o^' 
Abraliara's  trials.  Except  when  Sarah  d» 
cends  into  the  grave,  as  a  sfaocll  of  com  ripe  in 
its  season,  his  old  age  is  unmar&cd  with  furlbtf 
sorrow.  'J'he  plowers  plow  no  more  upou  bi" 
back,  nor  make  long  their  furrows.     His  ^ 
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I  on  in  a  calm  tranquil  current,  until  its 
5  when  he  may  depart  in  peace,  having 
with  his  eyes  the  salvation  of  God.  The 
)f  affliction  shall  not  injure  the  children  of 
lighest,  when  they  tread  the  furnace  depths 
)edience  to  his  call,  by  faith  in  his  name ; 
mth  one  overruling  desire  for  his  glory, 
ahall  they  always  walk  upon  the  fiery  floor, 
)e  canopied  with  its  flame,  trying  as  it  must 
kough  powerless  to  harm  them.  The  finger 
rine  providence  is  already  pointing  to  the 
of  deliverance ;  and  the  voice  of  the  Great 
I  will  ere  long  be  heard,  "  Ye  servants  of 
Most  High  God,  come  forth,  and  come 
r."  ^  Wherefore,  comfort  yourselves,  my 
ted  brethren  in  the  faith  and  patience  of 
\  Christ  with  these  words. 
Qong  the  many  inferences  that  crowd  upon 
lind  from  this  instructive  part  of  the  divine 
>  one  or  two  only  must  suffice. 
The  absolute  sovereignty  of  God  over  all 
we  are,  and  all  that  we  have.  Isaac  is 
.  in  an  especial  manner  to  Abraham  to  be 
rarest  individual  solace,  and  his  highest  joy 
ad  of  the  faithfrd.  Yet  at  the  very  moment 

^  Dan.  iii.  26. 
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when  every  affection  of  liis  soul,  short  of  tliat 
towards  God,  and  even  many  of  tbotie  affcctiau 
whereby  Isaac  bound  him  to  God,  aa  the  mediua 
of  a  promised  Saviour,  were  arrayed  in  oppoii' 
tion  against  tlie  mysterious  and  terrible  Uf 
nounceinent,  Isaac  is  suddenly  and  posilivelf 
demanded.  Hovr  may  these  tlunga  be  ?  It  it 
surely  lawful  for  God  to  do  what  He  will  willl 
his  own.  If  we  are  his,  not  by  creation  merely, 
not  merely  may  I  add  by  the  most  precioai 
purchase  of  his  blood — but  also  by  the  glii 
and  gracious  surrender  of  our  hearts  to  Hln^ 
under  the  summoning  and  subduing  power  of 
iiis  almighty  grace.  He  hath  a  Sovereign's  afid 
a  Father's  right  over  us  and  ours ;  over  oitt 
temporal  comforts,  and  our  spiritual  privileges 
Our  Isaacs  may  he  precious  to  us,  but  thej 
cannot  be  too  precious  to  resign  into  his  haa^ 
when  He  sees  fit  to  claim  them.  "  Lord,  in- 
crease our  faith  ;  "  that  we  may  surrender  thffn 
willingly,  if  Thou  claim  them.  Lord,  increw 
our  faith,  to  say,  Thy  will  be  done.  Lord,  iih 
crease  our  faith  to  cry,  "  The  Lord  gare  W 
tke  Lord  hath  taken  away  ;  and  blotted  it  lin 
name  of  tke  Lord." ' 

'  JobLfll,. 
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But  unto  this  magnanimity  in  the  divine  life 
there  must  be  a  gracious  renewal  of  the  mind 
mto  holiness.     The  Saviour  may  issue  the  same 
xnnmand  to  the  young  man,  and  to  the  disci- 
ilesy  to  forsake  all  and  follow  Him.     To  the 
me  however,  it  will  be  intolerably  irksome,  to 
lie  other  a  comparatively  easy  yoke ;  because 
nature  reigns  in  the  former,  and  the  grace  of 
God   hath  dominion  in  the  latter.     Let  God 
iddress  an  unconverted  man,  as  He  spake  to 
AJbraham,  "  Offer  up  now,  not  thy  son,  but  thy 
IM,  thy  Herodias,  thy  Dalilah.**     Will  he  bind 
it,  will  he  take  the  knife,  will  he  slay  it  un- 
dirinkingly  ?     No  he  cannot  spare  it,  he  cannot 
port  vrith  it.     **  This  is  a  hard  saying,  who  can 
bear  it  ?  '*    But  as  He  who  spared  not  his  own 
Sod,  but  gave  Him  up  for  us  all,  will  with  Him 
freely  give  us  all  things,  so  He  who  has  sur- 
Tcadered  his  heart  to  God  hath  nothing  that 
he  would  keep  back.     "  Whom  have  lin  heaven 
hU  Thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I 
ierire  in  comparison  of  Thee.*'  ^ 

II.  The  -  youthful  Christian  may  be  often  a 
great  and  needful  help  to  those  of  more  ad* 
vaneesien^  and  maturity  in  religious  experience, 
Isaac  was  now  arrived  at  the  time  of  life  when 

>  Pnlm  bmil  25. 
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his  bodily  V"igour  must  have  made  it  impossibb 
that  Abraham  could  have  bound  him,  laid  liilll 
upon  the  altar,  and  slain  him  with  the  sacrifi' 
eial  knife  against  his  will.  But  when  GodV 
demand,  and  Abraham's  purpose  were  madfl 
known  to  him,  did  he  resist,  did  he  question,  dji 
he  plead,  did  he  endeavour  to  persuade  ?  No  ;  he 
sees  God  in  the  requirement  bj  the  same  fall' 
assurance  of  faith,  wherewith  Abraham  beheii 
Him;  he  clings  by  faith  as  closely  to  the  promi* 
in  this  dark  hour,  as  did  his  stedfast  iathet.  Bs 
perhaps  encourages  his  father,  strengthens  hil 
hand,  and  nerves  his  heart.  The  sacrifice  muji  be 
voluntary,  if  it  be  accL-ptable,  and  Isaac  entread- 
Abraham  to  do,  what  Abraham  would  still  haW 
done,  even  if  he  bad  attempted  to  dissuade  Lint. 
The  confirmation  of  the  patriarch's  faitli  most 
have  been  thus  vastly  enlarged.  And  so  may  Utit 
trying  path  of  elder  disciples  be  smoothed,  ani 
theit  feet  quickened  in  painful  duties,  whel 
they  see  the  grace  of  God  in  their  juniors 
them  rather  beckoning  onwards,  than  drawing 
backwards.  It  is  a  powerful,  as  well  as  1 
delightful  call  unto  parental  faith  and  obe^ 
ence,  when  a  gracious  child  leads  the  way  in 
happy  submission  to  the  will  of  God  ;  hear*  * 
father's  or  a  mother's  burdens  of  holy  trial  cod- 
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oeming  them,  and  animates  a  drooping  father 
or  mother  to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  by  his 
own  modest,  yet  unshrinking  courage  in  the 
conflict.  May  God  give  to  every  Christian 
parent,  Abraham's  faith  !  And  may  the  same 
Gkxl  bestow  upon  every  believing  parent, 
Abraham's  divinely  courageous  and  devoted 
child! 

III.  I  close  the  subject  with  a  brief  remark 
upon  the  apparent  discrepancy  between  St. 
Paul  and  St.  JameSy  partly  in  reference  to  this 
tmnsaction.  The  apostle  of  the  Gentiles  saith, 
If  Abraham  were  justified  by  works,  he  hath 
whereof  to  glory,  but  not  before  God.  For  what 
Moith  the  Scripture  ?  Abraham  believed  God, 
and  it  was  counted  to  him  for  righteousness. 
Now  to  him  that  worketh  is  the  reward  not 
reckoned  of  grace,  but  of  debt :  but  to  him  that 
worketh  not,  but  believeth  on  Him  that  justifieth 
ike  ungodly,  his  faith  is  counted  to  him  for 
righteousness.**  ^  Abraham  then  is  held  as  jus- 
tified in  God's  eye  freely,  and  without  reference 
to  his  active  obedience.  The  apostolic  bishop 
of  Jerusalem  on  the  other  hand  asks,  '^  Was  not 
Abraham  our  father  justified  by  works,  when  he 

*  Ttom.  It.  3—5. 


had  offered  Isaac  his  ton  upon  the  altar  f  Siti 
thou,  /low faith  wrought  with  hu  toorkt,  andij 
works  wot  faith  made  perfect  f  And  tkt  Serif 
ture  was  fulfilled  which  taith,  Abraham  bttievti 
God,  and  it  was  imputed  to  him  for  righteot*- 
ness,  and  he  was  called  tha  friend  of  Ood,'^ 
The  appeal  of  James  is  made  to  tbcec  ffbd 
quoted  Abraham's  privilege  as  a  believer  fnwlj 
justified  i  but  yet  would  not  follow  tLe  examf^ 
of  Abraham,  in  t)>e  exercise  of  a  faith  evidt 
chig  and  approving  itself  by  sacrifices  uf  bi^ 
obedience.  His  faith  influenced  his  cMdutf 
and  was  connected  with  practical  devotediiest  K 
God's  will,  in  a  circumstance  of  unemmpUl 
trial.  His  faith  therefore  was  made  perfect  hf 
works ;  as  the  goodness  of  a  tree  is  not  pcrftC^' 
without  bringing  forth  its  appropriate  fnii&. 
In  other  words,  the  faith  whereby  Abraham  ml 
justified,  when  he  believed  God,  was  one  wl 
afterwards  evidenced  itself  by  works  when  he 
oflered  Isaac  bis  son  upon  the  altar.'  "  Yt 
see  then  how  that  by  works  in  this  plain  and 
simple  sense  of  God's  inspired  word,  a  man  •> 
justified,  and  not  hj  faith  only.  For  at  the  Mj 
without  the  spirit  is  dead,  tofoUk  withotU  mrh 
is  dead  also.' 
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ABRAHAM    A     TYPE    OF     GOD     THE     FATHER. 
ISAAC   A   TYPE   OF   GOD    THE   SON. 

GENESIS  XXII.  6—10. 

And  Abiuham  took  thi  wood  op  thi  burnt  oppkring* 
akd  laid  it  upon  isaac  his  son ;  and  hb  took  thb  pibx 
or  btb  hand,  and  a  knipb  ;  and  they  wknt  both  op 

THBM  TOGBTHBB.  AnD  IsAAC  SFAKB  UNTO  AbBAHAM  HIS 
PATHEK,  AND  SAID,  Mt  PATHBR  :  AND  HB  SAID,  HbRB  AM 
I,  MT  SDK.  And  HB  SAID,  BbHOLD  THB  PIRB  AND  THB  WOOD  » 
BUT  WHBBB    IS    THB    LAMB  POR  A  BURNT  OPPERINO  ?     And 

Abraham  said,  Mt  son,  God  will  providb  himsrlp  a 
lamb  por  a  burnt   opperino  *.   80  they   went  both  op 

THBM  TOGBTHBR.      AnD  THEY    CAME    TO    THE  PLACE  WHICH 

God  had  told  them  op.  And  Abraham  built  an  altar 
there,  and  laid  the  wood  in  order,  and  bound  isaac 
ms  son,  and  laid  him  on  the  altar  upon  the  wood. 
And  Abraham  strbtched  forth  his  hand,  and  took  the 

KNIPB  to  slay  HIS  SON. 

A  STUDENT  of  the  Bible  may  be  compared  to  a 
person  travelling  through  a  pleasant  and  fertile 
country.  The  wayfaring  man  follows  a  path 
abounding  in  every  part  with  natural  beauty^ 
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well  fitted  to  delight  him,  if  be  has  an  i^ye  to 
discern,  and  a  heart  to  feel  it.  But  occaaoD< 
ally  he  is  led  up  some  gentle  ascent,  fromntudl 
a  scene  of  unexpected,  and  unusual  loveline* 
or  grandeur  hursts  upon  his  view,  filhng  hitt 
with  astonishment  and  gladness.  The  wayrf 
a  diligent  and  devout  reader  of  God's  bolj 
wurd,  lies  through  a  spiritual  garden,  wbereii 
is  every  thing  pleasant  to  the  sight,  and  gooi 
for  food,  equally  exciting  and  refreshing.  Btl 
lest  even  this  paradise  might  pall  upon  his  mind 
by  continued  uniformity,  he  is  frequently  coft- 
ducted  by  the  sacred  narrative,  as  the  hand  of' 
the  Spirit  leads  him  along  it,  up  to  some  hi^ 
ground,  commanding  a  vast  and  varied  eit«3lt 
of  gracious  and  glorious  manifcstatian ;  mm 
than  usually  radiant  with  the  features  of  diviai 
love;  well  fitted  to  raise  his  mind  much  nesMC 
to  heaven,  and  give  it  closer  communion  «]&> 
God,  in  the  everlasting  mercies  of  his  Son. 

Of  such  kind  is  the  history  now  under  athi^ 
sideration.  We  passed  through  a  region  of  »* 
common  interest,  while  journeying  together  o»rf 
the  various  circumstances  of  Abraliani'«  & 
tation,  in  that  emphatic  trial  of  im  faitli,  whity 
bade  him  take  Isaac,  and  offer  him  for  a  biinrt" 
oflVring  unto  God.     And  I  must  have  failed  !■ 
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ng,  and  you  must  have  been  wanting  in 
nent,  and  all  of  us  in  a  spirit  of  grace 
plication  for  holy  teaching,  if  we  passed 
^on  uninstructed.  Our  way  hath  led  us 
(ummit  of  Moriah.  Upon  that  sacred 
in  we  are  now  standing.  Look  we  then 
as  God  the  Holy  Ghost  may  enable  us, 
e  stupendous  prospect  that  opens  to  us  in 
al  View  of  the  mysterious^  and  most  sig- 
transaction  already  reviewed.  It  pre- 
I  with  two  subjects  especially  demanding 
out  contemplation :  and  if  that  contem- 
be  blessed  from  on  high  to  our  hearts, 
1  eagerly  exclaim,  as  the  love  of  Christ 
ns  us  all,  *  What  reward  shall  we  ren- 
0  the  Lord  for  all  the  benefits  that  he 

ne  unto  us  ?     Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to 

» 

• 

Eather  and  the  son  had  each  a  part  to 
.  in  this  figurative  action,  which  has  been 
ed  for  the  instruction  of  the  Church  in 
of  its  militant  state  :  and  there  is  a  very 
ible,  a  very  close,  a  very  intimate  simi- 
^tween  Abraham  and  Isaac-  on  the  one 
Ad  the  Eternal  Father,  and  the  Eternal 
nade  flesh  on  the  other,  in  the  awful 
sfore  us.     We  regard  then, 

P  5 
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I.       AbBAMAm's      conduct,      as     TVPIFYISG 

THAT  OF  Jehovah  the  Father. 

Many  are  tlie  instances  of  holy  fiiilh  and 
zealous  love  displayed  by  this  friend  of  God: 
but  none  more  remarkable,  none  more  unqun- 
tionablc,  none  that  sprang  &om  a  dleepet 
source,  or  rose  to  a  higher  point  of  dcTotion, 
than  the  offering  of  his  son,  his  only  «on  Isaic, 
whom  he  loved,  and  who  was  the  desire  of  his 
eyes.  Long  expected  before  ho  came,  and 
cherished  when  he  was  given,  in  the  patriarch'i 
heart  of  hearts,  connected  with  every  desire,  Ik* 
chief  substance  of  every  earthly  joy,  sofaratlhe 
creature  could  provide  it ;  and  mingling  himself 
with  every  hopeaslsaacdid,  Abraliam  lived igsiD 
in  his  son,  with  a  joy  dearer  and  more  pure, 
tlian  can  well  be  im^,'ined.  Parental  love  may 
realize  a  part  of  thi:^  aS'ection :  and  doubtlm 
the  history  of  this  triiJ  has  drawn  forth  twin  of 
parental  sympathy  in  more  instances  than  nisj 
be  numbered.  But  a  child  given  by  miracle, 
iis  well  as  taught  and  sanctified  by  the  grace  cl 
(jod;  a  child  in  whom  AbmJiam  embraced 
every  promise  of  individual  and  gmeral  bie^ 
sedness,  as  the  son  of  God's  undertaking  ht 
man's  redemption,  had  claims  upon  his  aficclico, 
^vith  which  no  other  couhl  compote,  save  tbotf 
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npon  her  who  hare  and  cherished  the  Lord  of 
glory*  Yet  did  the  grace  of  God  enable  the 
patriarch  to  wrestle  down  all  his  affections, 
without  one  sinew  that  shrunk  in  the  severe 
ccmflict;  and  to  resign  his  son  at  a  requisition, 
which,  coming  from  any  other  quarter  than  the 
sovereign  authority  of  Jehovah,  could  not  have 
been  entertained  for  a  moment ;  but  must  have 
been  rejected  with  undissembled  disgust.  Who 
shall  doubt  the  sincerity  of  Abraham's  holy 
fear?  Who  shall  question  the  intensity  of 
Abraham's  love  towards  God?  Both  are  un* 
changeable.  He  vnthheld  not  his  son,  his  only 
son  from  the  demand ;  and  so  doing,  he  stands 
alone  in  the  history  of  man,  as  the  universal 
deluge  has  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  the 
material  world. 

**  Bui  as  a  drop  of  water  unto  the  sea,  or  as 
a  giravel  stone  in  comparison  of  the  sand,  so  are 
a  thousand  years  to  the  days  of  eternity^**  ^ 
Even  such  must  be  our  estimate  of  Abraham's 
love  towards  God,  in  the  resignation  of  his  son 
to  the  divine  will,  compared  with  the  immen- 
sity of  Gt>d  the  Father's  grace,  in  sending  God 
the  Son  to  become  a  man  and  a  sacrifice.    In 

>  Ecdnii  xTiiL  10. 
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Abraham's  case,  we  may  discovw  a  motiTB  iai 
this  heroic  act  of  self-denifll.     He  owed  eveij 
thing  to  God,  both  in  possesaioD,  and  in  hope.  He 
was  bound  to  obey  the  divine  will  by  obligatioiu    ' 
the    most    imperative,    and   by   cords   of  the    i 
strongest  love.     But  what  could  be  an  impulie 
in  the  mind  of  God,  counselling,  and  as  it  vat    I 
tompclUng  Him,  to  bestow  the  Son  of  hi»  affeo    | 
tion  upon  the  world  ?     "  It    is    no  pleature  le     | 
the  .Almighty  that  -we   are  righteout,  it  u  »    ' 
gain  to  Him  that  we  make  our  way  perfect."' 
And  if  it  were,  the  guilty  alienated  race  of  men 
neither  does  nor  desires  to  do  his  will,  nor  ad-    i 
vance    his  kingdom,    nor    promote    his  gloij- 
Yet,  although  the  Word  was  the  Son  of  his  ever- 
lasting regard  and   complacency,  lying  in  hii 
bosom  from  an  eternal  generation,  the  sluret 
of  his  counseb,  the  reflection  of  his  glory,  the 
fulness  of  his  perfections,   the  cherished  of  hii 
ineffable    paternal    tenderness,  and  with  whoffl 
his  complacency,  his  bliss,  his  every  purpose^ 
is,  has  been,  and  shall   be  inseparably  united 
He  does  not  scruple    to   resign   Him   ta  the 
urgent  want  and  craving  retjuirement  of  a  Io4 
word. 
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A^braham  gave  up  Isaac  to  a  constant  and 
nrearied  Benefactor.  The  Father  Everlasting 
igned  his  Son  to  a  race  of  creatures  continu- 
r  gainsajring  and  disobedient.  If  the  act 
n  of  Abraham's  piety  was  glorious,  much 
re  doth  the  act  of  divine  philanthropy  exceed 
jlory.  "  God  so  loved  the  worlds  that  He 
fe  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  be- 
7eih  on  Him  should  not  perish,  but  should  have 
rkuting  Ufe.*'  ^  "  Scarcely  for  a  righteous 
H  will  one  die ;  yet  peradventure  for  a  good 
n  some  will  even  dare  to  die  :  but  God  com- 
mded  his  love  to  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet 
ners,  Christ  died  for  us.*'^  *^  Herein  then 
'ove ;  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  He 
ed  us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiaiion 
cur  sins"  ^  Oh  where,  among  the  hearts  of 
I  children  of  men,  shall  we  dig  to  open  the 
trees  of  a  love,  which  woidd  be  willing  to 
It  obdurate  enmity  by  sprinkling  the  affec- 
118  of  him  who  indulged  it,  with  the  blood  of 
hnd  resigned  to  death,  in  order  to  save  that 
provoked  hater  alive?  Yet  this  hath  been 
ae  by  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  and 
ne  for  us.     *'  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both 
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of  the  wUdom  and  goodjuis  of  God!  Souun- 
searchable  are  kis  jiidffmenti,  and  hit  vayipait 
finding  out  J  "  '  "  Blest  the  Lord,  0  our  Kuk, 
and  all  that  a  within  ut,  bleu  ku  holy  nam."* 
"  Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  untpeakaik 
gift." '  These  thinf,'3  the  angels  desire  to  look 
into ;  and  they  will  be  the  song,  and  th<.'  rap- 
ture, and  the  wonder  of  the  glorified,  thr)U^ 
never  ending  ages  of  light,  and  love,  and  blessai- 
neas.  Did  every  natural  affection  of  Ahrnliaa 
rise  up  in  opposition  to  the  demand  of  Inac't 
oblation  ;  and  need  some  presiding  impulse  to 
wrestle  with  and  subdue  it?  And  may  we  not 
with  reverence,  speaking  after  the  manner  of 
men,  imagine  something  as  it  were  of  a  ocral 
reluctance  on  the  part  of  God's  paternal  l»rei 
to  dismiss  his  Son  from  on  untainted  sphere  d 
bliss  and  glory,  to  a  tabernacle  of  denh,  to  an 
incarnation  of  sufibring,  to  a  death  of  shaiM 
and  agony  l  Yet  almighty  grace,  the  grace  4- 
compassion  and  love  overcame  all ;  and 
God  deUght  himself  in  this  astounding  sacrili* 
In  this  view,  one  reason  why  the  Most  VS0t 
expressed  his  strong  approbation  of  AbrahuA, 
holy  surrender,  might  be  ita  faint  reflection  ilt 
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esemblance  of  his  own  infinitely  higher  and 
nore  precious  act  of  condescending  and  un- 
aerited  tenderness. 

When  Isaac  saw  the  preparations  for  sacrifice, 
\e  cried,  **  Behold  the  fire  and  the  wood ;  but 
rtiere  is  the  lamb  for  a  burnt  offering  ?** 
for  Isaac  was  also  a  believer  in  the  Lamb  of  God 
bat  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.  Abra- 
lam  knew  fiill  well  where  it  was  to  be  found — 
hat  it  was  the  one  only  lamb  of  his  own  fold, 
ind  of  his  own  bosom :  andhe  was  fully  prepared 
x>  consummate  the  sacrifice.  "  My  son,  God  will 
irovide  Himself  a  lamb  for  a  burnt  ofiering." 
rhe  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
lad  no  need  to  lock  the  same  secret  in  his 
lieart.  He  took  counsel  concerning  it  with 
liis  Son.  The  question  was  put,  **  Whom  shall 
tpesend,  and  who  will  go  for  us/*  ^  to  redeem  a 
jaSitj  and  ruined  world  ?  And  the  answer  was 
{iven  by  the  Son  Himself.  The  Lamb  was  not 
Eur  to  seek :  for  He  stood  at  the  Father's  right 
hand,  lay  in  his  bosom,  shared  all  its  secrets : 
ind  from  thence  He  cried,  **  Here  am  I,  send 

Abraham  and  Isaac  went  both  of  them  to- 
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gether  towards  the  appointed  pl&ce  of : 
.^fld  ia  this  apparently  barren  and  indiflerent 
passage  a  stony  rock,  out  of  which  no  honey 
can  be  extracted  ?  Assuredly  not.  "  As  God 
the  Father  and  Son,  are  never  separated  in  iheit 
operations,  so  neither  is  the  divine  juKtitt 
separated  from  the  divine  mercy.  They  go 
both  of  them  togetlier :  both  unite  in  this  won- 
derful transaction  of  man's  redemption.  Believe 
we  this,  and  we  shall  never  despair :  behere  w* 
this,  and  we  shall  never  presume.  Go,  be* 
liever,  to  the  cross  of  Christ ;  there  thou  will 
find  "  mercy  and  tmth  met  together,  rightnnu- 
ness  and  peace  kissing  each  other."  ' 

When  Abraham's  faith  had  been  tested  Ud 
purified  in  the  furnace  of  this  demand,  the  «*• 
summation  of  his  sacrifice  was  spared.  "  L^ 
not  thine  hand  upon  the  lad,  neither  do  ihott 
any  thing  unto  him  ;  for  now  I  know  thai  tboU 
fearest  God,  seeing  thou  hast  not  withheld  thj 
son,  thine  only  son  from  Me."  But  the  FatW 
of  our  Isaac,  spared  not  thus  either  Himself  ot 
his  son.  "  It  pleased  ike  Lord  to  bruiie  Him."* 
"  Abraham  stretched  forth  hia  hand,  and  look 
the  knife  to  slay  his  son;"  but  the  ntediUieJ 
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[ow  was  staid  by  the  mightier  hand  of  the 
jigel  Jehovah.  Not  so,  when  the  Father  cried, 
Awdke^  O  sword^  against  my  Shepherd^  and 
fainst  the  man  that  is  my  fellow  J^  ^  No  ram 
as  caught  in  a  thicket  to  be  a  substitute :  for 

the  Lamb  of  God  had  not  died,  the  world  had 
ed  for  ever.  Herod  and  Pontius  Pilate,  with 
le  Gentiles  and  people  of  Israel  were  gathered 
igether  to  perform  the  act  of  sacrifice;  but 
-od's  hand  and  counsel  had  before  determined 
to  be  made.  It  was  this  relative  position  of  the 
ather  towards  Him,  as  a  Sentencer  and  Judge, 
ore  than  the  scourge,  or  the  crown  of  thorns, 
:  the  nails,  or  the  soldier's  spear,  or  the  Ro- 
lan  cross,  that  made  the  Redeemer's  soul  sor- 
iwful  unto  death.  A  higher  hand  than  might 
3  put  back,  executing  a  deeper  counsel  of  love 
lan  might  be  understood,  brought  the  unsin- 
ing  spirit  of  our  Immanuel  to  more  bitterness, 
lan  all  the  sufferings  which  the  vials  of  human 
rath  could  pour  upon  his  body. 

Abraham  rejoiced  to  see  the  day  of  the  Son 
f  man,  and  he  saw  it,  and  was  glad.  At  what 
ime  was  this  amazing  manifestation  vouchsafed 
0  the  delighted  eye  of  his  faith  and  love  ?     He 

'  Zech.  xiii.  7. 
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saw  it  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  gleaming 
through  the  distance  of  nineteen  humlred  ^esn. 
Ho  saw  it  in  the  surety  of  tJie  promise.  Ht 
saw  it  in  the  person  of  Mekhisedek,  priest  i^ 
the  Most  High  Guil,  King  of  righteousncs)  uid 
King  of  peace.  But  he  law  it  especially  <« 
Mount  Moriah.  The  day  of  Christ  is  emi- 
nently the  day  of  his  crucifixion,  when  by  one 
offering  He  perfected  for  ever  them  that  «e 
sanctified ;  when  He  was  wounded  for  oar 
transgressions ;  when  He  was  bruised  for  our 
iniquities ;  when  the  chastisement  of  our  pcort 
was  upon  Him ;  and  when  with  Hia  stripes  « 
were  healed.  The  day  of  Christ  was  also  eni- 
nently  the  day  of  his  returrectioit,  when  haviif 
descended  into  the  grave  He  arose  again  as  AS 
Surety,  carrying  the  gates  and  the  bars  of  u 
prison  with  Him,  as  Sampson  those  of  GaOi 
where  he  had  been  sliut  in.  With  a  fer  doant 
eye,  looking  through  hia  own  detenaiiatl 
counsel  and  foreknowledge,  did  God  the  F&tb> 
see  and  rejoice  in  the  day  of  the  Son  of  mini 
He  saw  it  in  those  prophecies,  which  his  ow 
unerring  Spirit  uttered.  He  aaw  it  in  tbiw 
promises,  which  his  own  truth  prodaimed  >»' 
assured.  He  saw  it  in  the  day  of  Chris''* 
iucamation ;  and  He   saw  it  when   die  cpf^ 
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dew  Him,  when  the  grave  received  Him ;  and 
when  He  came  forth  from  his  prison  house  to 
the  life  and  glory  of  an  endless  resurrection. 
In  all  these  regards,  and  many  more,  the  Father 
saw  the  day  of  the  Son  of  man  and  was  glad. 
In  all  these  regards,  in  the  day  of  his  ascension, 
in  the  day  of  his  Spirit's  effusion  over  the 
heart ;  in  the  day  of  his  manifestation  in  the 
mightiness  of  life  and  salvation  to  the  soul,  in 
the  day  of  his  union  to  the  Christian — in  the 
day  of  his  near  and  endearing  fellowship,  that 
fitvoured  believer  sees  the  day  of  the  Son  of 
man.  And  though  now  he  sees  Him  not  with  a 
bodily  eye,  yet  believing  on  Him  he  rejoices 
with  a  joy  unspeakable  and  fuU  of  glory.  ^  O 
bend  the  eye  of  your  faith  upon  these  gracious 
and  glorious  visions  of  redeeming  love,  ye  to 
whom  He  who  displays  it  is  precious:  and 
*'  beholding  as  in  a  glass  the  glory  of  the  Lord, 
he  changed  into  the  same  image  from  glory  to 
glory i  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.'*^ 

Having  glanced  at  Abraham  as  a  type  of  God 
die  Father  in  this  great  transaction,  its  spiri- 
tual contemplation  requires  us  to  notice — 

'  By  erery  ■piritual  child  of  AbnUiam,  as  by  the  fisither  of  the 
Ittthfiil  himielf,  Jehoyah  is  seen  in  the  mount 

•  2  Cor.  iiL  IB. 
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II.  Isaac  as  a   most    rbmabkable  Ttfi  ' 

OF  God  the  Son. 

If  Abraham  represented  the  Paternal  Dritf 
wlio  freciy  bestows  bia  Son  to  death  for  tbe 
redemption  of  mankind,  Isaac  represented  tfaa 
Filial  Deity  who  voluntarily  submits  to  deatb* 
that  so  He  may  recoTicile  a  world  of  sinncn  tt 
their  offended  Creator,  Sovereign,  and  Juilgft 
The  precise  nature  of  the  relation  which  ftid 
the  Son  bears  to  God  the  Father  lies  far  bej<aii 
the  limits  of  human  comprehension :  but  ihistf 
least  is  unequivocally  set  forth  by  the  Icral 
Father  and  Son  ;  that  they  partake  of  a  commtH 
nature  ;  that  they  are  persons  of  the  sameonkb 
Hence,  in  this  typical  representation,  their  cl» 
racters  are  sustained  by  a  parent  and  his  (# 
spring,  rather  than  by  any  other  persons  ;  thit 
so  we  might  leam  the  exact  and  absolute  eqH^ 
lity  of  Jehovali,  and  the  Meweoger  of  JelionbT 
whatever  fosderal  difference  there  may  be  h* 
twecn  them,  as  the  sender  and  the  sent,  u  ih* 
sovereign  master  and  hia  righteous  sen'ont."' 
This  typical  resemblance  then  between  the  S» 
of  God  and  the  Son  of  Abraham)  belwea 
Christ  and  Isaac  will  hold, 
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(I.)  With  reference  to  the  birth  of  each.  Both 
ere  attended  with  circiunstances  absolutely 
letematural  and  miraculous.  Abraham's  body 
id  Sarah's  womb  were  alike  dead ;  and  when 
e  angel  foretold  this  glad  events  the  future 
other  was  incredulous  concerning  the  blessing, 
though  God's  truth  was  pledged  to  bestow  it. 
Qxnanuel,  God  with  us,  was  bom,  not  of  the 
mrse  of  nature,  nor  of  man,  nor  of  blood. 
he  Holy  Ghost  came  upon  the  virgin,  and  the 
ywer  of  the  Highest  overshadowed  her,  when 
le  deemed  the  amazing  announcement  impos* 
Ue  to  be  fulfilled.  "  How  can  this  be  ? " 
laac  was  long  promised,  and  was  expected 
ixing  five  and  twenty  years :  ^  while  not  less 
lan  the  long  and  wear3ring  tide  of  four  thousand 
isis  rolled  over  a  succession  of  generations 
m,  sinning,  mourning,  dying,  and  gathered 
»  their  dust,  between  the  first  promise  of 
demption  to  the  fallen  creature  in  Paradise, 
id  the  advent  of  God  in  our  humanity  to  ful- 
;  it.  Ardently  as  Abraham  might  desire  the 
rth  of  his  son,  the  ancient  saints  who  waited 
ir  the  consolation  of  Israel  as  eagerly  looked 
(t  it  in  the  Messiah ;  while  the  Father's  un- 

>  Biddulph*!  Theology  of  the  Patriarchs,  II.  234. 
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bounded  Iotc  expected  it  in  tie  fuLieas  of 
with  infinite  compkcency.  And  &s  AfaraliSB,^ 
made  Isaac's  name  the  memorial  of  his  py,  H 
did  aged  faithful  Simeon,  spe&king  as  the  voicr 
of  the  universal  Church  in  all  time,  ciy,  "  iMt 
now  letlest  Thou  ihy  servant  depart  in  pfOMi 
accoTding  to  thy  word ;  for  miTte  eyei  haee  ttm 
thj  sakation  ;  " '  tJius  echtung  the  song  of  lir 
gels,  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  highttt,  and  * 
earth  peace  good  mtl  towardt  men."' 

I  said  that  both  were  children  of  prcimiM^ 
and  Isaac  evidently  with  relation  to  Christ  i  fot 
the  universal  blessing  which  was  to  flow  fwd 
Isaac,  must  necessarily  be  referred  to  Him  sAt 
waa  to  spring  from  Isaac's  loins,  in  whom  aie»t 
all  the  families  of  tjie  earth  are  blessed.  It 
was  Abraham's  joy  that  Isaac  was  bom.  9 
was  the  Father's  joy  of  lore  to  a  lost  world  titfC 
the  Eternal  Son  should  enter  it  for  its  redcinp* 
tion.  It  is  the  deep  and  thankful  joyufA 
among  ua,  who,  being  Chnst'a,  are  AbrabaOk 
seed,  and  heirs  according  to  the  promise, 
"  Unto  us  a  child  m  born,  unto  UtaSoa  isffi 
and  hit  name  shall  be  calUd  Wtrndttrfwl, 
tellor,  the  Mighty  God,  lA*  Hvertaatmff  Fai 
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Uke  Prince  of  Peace,''  ^  Through  Isaac,  Abra- 
iiam  was  the  &ther  of  Israel  after  the  flesh. 
rhrough  his  Incarnate  Son,  the  Father  of 
leaven  is  the  parent  of  all  his  spiritual  descend- 
ints.  Israel  had  Isaac  for  an  elder  brother, 
ind  we  have  Christ.  May  the  Spirit  bear  wit- 
ness with  our  spirits,  that  we  are  the  children 
^f  God ;  and  if  children  then  heirs,  heirs  of 
God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ ! 

(II.)  The  Typical  Resemblance  between  the 
San  of  Abraham  and  the  Son  of  God  also  holds, 
with  reference  to  the  suffering  and  oblation  of 
iaiJL  Isaac  was  very  early  mocked  and  perse- 
cuted by  his  bond-brother  Ishmael.  The  Phi- 
listines afterwards  opposed  him,  and  strove  to 
hinder  him  from  digging  wells ;  until  Jehovah 
made  room  for  him,  and  overruled  their  enmity. 
The  brethren  of  our  Lord,  bondmen  in  spirit, 
slthough  nearly  related  to  Him  in  the  flesh 
reviled  Him^  and  would  not  believe  in  Him. 
The  nations  both  Jew  and  Gentile — they  of  his 
own  house  and  lineage,  not  less  than  strangers, 
opposed  Him  sternly  and  maliciously,  when  He 
opened  the  wells  and  ordinances  of  his  salva- 
tion amongst  them.     But  amidst  all  the  con- 

>  In.  ix.  6. 
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mself  had  pointed  out  to  Abraham  by  an 
iress  intimation?  Moriah  was  a  group  of 
untainsy  on  one  of  which  the  Temple  of 
[omon,  the  place  of  sacrifice  was  built^  and 
another,  if  not  indeed  the  very  same,  stood 
i  cross  whereupon  the  Lord  of  glory  died. 
le  enthusiasm  of  travellers,  poets,  historians, 
philosophers  has  claimed  respect,  veneration, 
1  almost  idolatry,  for  places  where  those 
lom  they  regarded  as  among  the  great  lights 
humanity  lived,  died,  or  performed  any  of 
nx  great  achievements.  Jerusalem  itself,  the 
y  of  the  Great  King,  hath  been  the  centre  of 
lerstitious  attraction.  Countless  pilgrims 
re  resorted  thither  to  worship,  and  millions 
armed  warriors  have  flocked  in  the  blindest 
Lorance  of  duty  to  win  back  the  Holy  Sepul- 
re  from  the  followers  of  the  false  prophet  into 
i  custody  of  Christendom,  and  perished  in 
sir  foUy,  before  they  could  tread  the  sacred 
1  which  had  been  marked  by  the  footsteps  of 
I  Redeemer.  But  no  spot  of  the  earth's  sur- 
ge is  dearer  to  the  believer  than  that  whereon 
( Lord  was  crucified,  and  where  a  lost  and 
itenced  world,  lying  under  the  wrath  and 
rse  of  God,  was  liberated  from  its  miserable 
ndage,  when  his  anointed  Son  exclaimed, ''  It 

VOL.  II.  Q 
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iijtnithed;  and  bowed  hia  head,  and  gart  up  Oa 
Ghost."  '  The  reverence  for  place  bowevec,  M 
little,  unless  the  heart  can  glow  wilii  graujid 
love  for  the  deed;  love  to  the  Father  who  garebi 
Son;  love  to  that  Sod,  who  freely  gaveUimselfi 
love  to  tliat  Almighty  Spirit  of  grace,  who  sctk 
tlu-  common  salvation  upon  the  believer,  enabliof 
him  to  say  of  this  adorable  Saviour,  "  He  Unti 
me,  and  gave  Hiniself  for  me."^  "  Blm  Jek- 
cah,  0  my  soul,  and  forget  oat  ail  hit  benefit^.'' 
Wlien  parent  and  child  had  reached  ibf 
place,  whereof  God  had  told  Abraham,  "he 
built  an  altar  there,  and  laid  the  wood  in  ordei, 
utid  bound  Isaac  his  son,  and  laid  him  on  ttie 
altar,  upon  the  wood,"  Whether  the  child  of 
promise  were  twenty-five,  or  (as  Dr.  Ughtfoot 
imagined)  thirty-three  years  old,  be  had  strco^ 
i-nough  effectually  to  resist,  or  swiftness  of  fodi 
etfectually  to  escape  from  the  hands  of  Abn> 
ham.  But  he  was  a  son  of  faith,  as  of  pronunF 
and  therefore  an  obedient  child,  equally  cealoV 
with  his  father  to  have  Ood's  btddinc  accom- 
plished, although  it  must  be  eSeetud  bvhiaovti 
violent  death  ;  and  by  an  apparent  impoaihililT 
of  fulfilling   the  divine  ei^B^emcots  oa  his  hf- 
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half.  He  therefore  submits  his  hands  to  the 
bonds,  his  body  to  the  altar,  his  breast  to  the 
knife,  not  only  without  a  murmur,  but  doubt- 
teis  with  the  most  entire  acquiescence.  He  gave 
hiniself  fiilly  and  with  good  will  to  have  God's 
behest  and  bidding  concerning  him  performed. 
Behold,  a  gracious  and  most  instructive  type 
of  Him,  who  possessed  of  Almighty  power, 
''was  led  tu  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter ,  and  as  a 
tkeep  before  her  shearers  is  dumb,  so  He  opened 
moi  hie  mouth  /  "  ^  When  his  enemies  came  to 
ipprehend  Him  in  the  garden,  they  fell  as  dead 
men  to  the  earth,  although  He  merely  said  I 
im  He,  and  the  slightest  effort  of  his  Almigh- 
fibnefls  accompanied  the  words.  When  sentenced 
to  his  death  of  shame  and  agony  He  could  have 
soed  to  his  Father  who  would  presently  have 
mt  Him  more  than  twelve  legions  of  angels, 
Midi  one  of  whom,  armed  with  power  unintel- 
jgiUe  to  us,  could  have  swept  his  persecutors 
Kom  the  land  of  the  living,  as  one  of  them 
through  the  camp  of  the  Assyrians,  and 
in  a  single  night  a  hundred  and  fourscore 
uai  five  thousand.  But  how  then  could  the 
iforid's  salvation  have  been  wrought  ?  To  effect 

>  Iml  lUi.  7. 
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this  great  work^ impracticable  to  onj  oilirt 
Redeemer  than  God  witii  us.  He  gave  Him- 
self to  sufTeringj  agony,  shame,  deatli ;  and  siid 
concerning  them  all,  "  /  delight  to  do  thy  mil, 
O  7iiy  God,  yea  thy  law  it  vnlhtn  my  heart."' 
To  have  salvation  provided  at  ail,  fur  mt  am,) 
sinners  since  the  world's  creatioD,  and  for  suti 
a  crushing  weight  of  guilt  in  each,  is  much :— W 
have  it  at  such  a  price,  is  more : — to  hare  ilal 
tremendous  price  so  willingly  paid  by  the  Pu^ 
chaser  is  most  of  all.  Who  shall  tell  theuD- 
seurchable  riches  of  Christ  ?  Who  shall  mi 
love  Him,  who  thus  loved  us? 

The  Angel  Jehovah  stops  the  hood  of  Akv 
ham  when  outstretched  to  slay  his  son:  but 
there  is  no  arm  to  interfere  between  divine  jus- 
tice and  tlie  life  of  Christ.  He  Himself,  vh 
hath  power  to  keep  it,  and  power  to  lay  it  do»ra. 
merely  saith  to  his  executioDers,  "IfycscA 
Me,  let  these  my  disciples  go  their  way."  Thej 
escape  the  glittering  sword  of  justice.  Ue  ii 
the  Kain  caught  in  the  thicket,  and  offered  Of 
to  die,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  He  migb 
bring  them  unto  God.  Isaac's  figurative  deiA 
was  the  first  representation  of  a  human  sacri6oA- 

'  rralmxLB. 
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Hitherto  only  the  blood  of  bulls,  and  of  goats, 
and  of  lambs,  had  stained  the  altars  of  vicarious 
Atonement.  In  this  amazing  act  therefore,  we 
have  an  especial  emblem  of  Him  and  of  his 
work,  who  said,  "  Sacrifice  and  offering^  and 
iumt  offering  for  sin  thou  wouldest  not,  but  a 
body  hast  thou  prepared  3fe,"* — a  body  like  to 
that,  in  which  the  majesty,  the  justice,  the  holi- 
ness of  God  were  outraged ;  and  therefore  a 
body,  wherein  the  great  propitiation  for  sin 
night  be  made,  an  everlasting  righteousness 
Ixrought  in,  and  God  enabled  *'  both  to  be  just, 
and  the  Justifier  of  him  who  believeth  in  Jesus.''  ^ 
*'  Unto  Him  then  that  loved  usy  and  washed  us 
from  our  sins  in  his  own  bloody  and  hath  made 
fit  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  his  Father, 
to  Him.  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever, 
AmenJ* 

(III.)  It  remains  that  we  notice  the  typical 
likeness  between  the  Son  of  Abraham  and  the 
Son  of  God,  in  the  virtual  Resurrection  of  the 
one,  and  the  actual  Resurrection  of  the  other. 
I  say,  the  virtual  resurrection  of  Isaac,  because 
although  offered  up  only  in  the  unreserved 
intention  of  Abraham,  he    was    accepted,  as 

>  Heb.  r.  5.  •  Rom.  iii.  26.  *  Rev.  i.  6. 
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if  already  slain,  and  as  such  die  Holy  GluMt  to- 
tifies.  "  By  faith,  Abraham  when  he  wns  tri«l, 
offered  up  Isaac,  aiid  he  that  had  received  lie 
promises,  offered  uj)  his  only  begotten  sod,  of 
whom  it  was  said,  '  In  Isaac  shall  thy  seed  bt 
called,' "  Blessed  be  God,  who  when  there  ii » 
willing  mind,  accepteth,  according  to  th&t  i 
man  hath,  and  not  according  to  that  he  hub 
not !  Blessed  be  God,  who  sought  only  one 
sacrifice  of  human  life  to  Himself:  and  [iro 
vided  that  larab  from  his  own  mercy ;  so  tba 
the  sacrifices  of  his  redeemed  and  sanctilieii 
people  mig;ht  thenceforth  be  only  thank-oSei- 
ings  of  holiness  and  grace  for  ever !  During  ihf 
whole  three  days  between  God's  command,  and 
Abraham's  obedience,  on  the  way  to  Mofflt 
Moriah,  Isaac  was  dead  in  his  lather's  mini; 
and  was  so  accounted  of  God,  when  he  WM 
declared  to  be  raised  from  the  deftdin  &  figun' 
The  ram  substituted  for  Isaac  la  the  typo  of  Ml 
resurrection :  oven  as  imder  the  Law  the  MlA 
whose  wings  were   dipped  in  the  blood  of 

'  A  li)(ur?,  or  pnisbli!,  i!i  a  <.imila  iu  which  On*  lhii)|  It  a>0)| 
with  atioihtr.  In  thia  place  the  nunnvcUon  of  lAAfv  '^ 
vl  Chriit  are  thiogi  Ukmed  tngolhvr.  In  Rak  Ic  9.  ibc  ■■ 
sa  uud  when  the  Mnaaic  tflbernacls  vitb  it*  HiTUtB  u  oDdK 
pnmble— that  ia  a  riahh  tyjie.  imhltn,  at  GgntlllTC  ropwl 
«f  the  h]«uin)!t  of  ChntliODity.-BiJMfLMt^-^  II.  SI- 
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slain  feUoWy  and  himself  set  free,  was  a  type  of 
the  resurrection^ — the  bird  which  died  being  a 
type  of  Atonement.  And  no  other  could  be  ap- 
pointed ;  because  as  no  actual  rising  again  was 
ordained  to  these  shadows  of  good  things,  the 
great  truth  of  a  resurrection    could  only,  in 
some  such  manner,  be  exhibited  to  the  eye  of 
fidtb,  in  connexion  with  the  doctrine  of  vica- 
xious  propitiation.     The  Incarnate  Son  of  God 
in  like  manner  was  three  days  in  the  power  of 
death  before  his  glorious  resurrection  discharg- 
ed our  debt,  and  raised  us,  together  with  Him. 
That  resurrection  was  a  greater  miracle  than 
if  the  whole  race  of  Adam  had  been  brought 
out  of  the  grave  in  a  moment.    For  He  had  the 
corse  of  God  and  of  our  sins  laid  upon  Him  ; 
and|  who  could  roll  away  this  heavy  stone  from 
the  door  of  the  sepulchre,  except  He  who  had 
power  to  lay  down  his  life,  and  power  to  take 
it  again  ?     Christ  hath  drunk  of  the  brook  in 
the  way ;  therefore  doth  He  lift  up  his  head, 
even  to  the  glory  of  a  mediatorial  kingdom. 
Isaac's  virtual  and  parabolic  resurrection  ena- 
bles him  to  become  the  progenitor  of  the  pro- 
mised Seed  and  of  the  world*s  Savioiu*.     The 
actual  and  most  glorious  resurrection  of  our 
Lord  from  the  grave,  where  He  rested,  after 
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Christ  that  diedy  yea  rather  that  is  risen  again ; 
irAo  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God ;  who  also 
wakeih  intercession  for  uj."  ^  Are  ve  ai&icted  i 
\\  is  not  the  sword  of  the  vindictive  Judge,  but 
he  rod  of  a  reconciled  and  tender  Father  that 
B  upon  us.  Are  we  in  fear  of  death  ?  Christ 
lath  extracted  its  sting,  and  robbed  the  grave 
if  its  terrors.  Do  we  dread  the  guilt  of  sin  ? 
rhe  sword  of  justice  hath  smitten  our  surety : 
ind  the  resurrection  hath  opened  his  prison 
loors,  to  shew  that  his  suretyship  hath  satisfied 
3ody  and  we  are  safe.  He  died  for  our  sins, 
Old  rose  again  for  our  justification.  *'  If  ye 
ken  be  risen  with  Christ,  seek  those  things  that 
ire  above,  where  Christ  sitteth  at  the  right 
\andofGod:*^ 

Is  this  the  day  of  Christ?  Doth  faith  see  it 
rith  gladness?  Let  us  rejoice  in  his  Person; 
or  He  is  the  glory  of  mankind,  not  less  than  of 
he  Father.  Let  us  rejoice  in  his  Death ;  for  it 
B  our  death  to  the  condemnation  of  sin.  Let 
IS  rejoice  in  his  Life ;  for  it  is  the  principle, 
he  support,  the  substance,  of  our  own,  which 
nnst  be  lived  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God, 
prho  loved  us  and  gave  Himself  for  us.     Let  us 

>  Rom.  TiiL  33, 34.  «  CoL  iii.  1. 

Q  5 
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„j,ice  i„  hi.  U.e:  if ».  "»««»«"«""' 
i,  by  faith ;  for  th.t  Love  B  the  »|hty  » 
of  i  p=»c,  .11  joy,  .11  l>oli»=».  •"'■"P'''" 
grace,  all  glory,  to  the  soul  otir-- 


SERMON  XXXV. 

THE   DEATH   AND   BURIAL   OF   SARAH. 
GENESIS  XXIII.  19. 

0  AFTBR  THIS,  ABRAHAM  BURIBD  Sa&AH  HIS  WIFB,  IN  THK 
kVM  or  THB  FIXLD  OP  MacHPBLAH  BBFORB  MaMRB  :  THB 
4MX  IS  HbBBON  m  THB  LAND  OP  CaNAAN. 

was  wisely  as  well  as  solemnlj  advised  by 
*  king  of  Israel,  *'  Whatsoever  thine  hand 
deth  to  doy  doit  with  thy  might  ;  for  there  is 

device^  nor  wisdom  nor  knowledge  in  the 
we^  whither  thou  art  hastening,^^  There  is 
louse  appointed  for  all  living — a  place  where 

human  travellers  along  this  vale  of  tears, 
ill  meet  at  last,  whatever  be  the  relative 
igth  of  their  joumies.  ^*  All  the  days  of 
Hhusaleh  were  nine  hundred  sixty  and  nine 
ITS :  and  he  died,'*  In  whatever  spirit  we 
ly  expect  death,  whether  of  nature  which 
ly  dread,  or  of  fedth  which  may  welcome  its 
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of  Christ  and  Mother  of  us  all.  She  hath  this 
honour^  above  all  women,  whose  names  are 
embalmed,  and  whose  memories  are  fragrant 
in  the  book  of  God,  that  her  age  is  recorded 
there :  she  was  a  hundred  and  twenty  and  seven 
years;  these  were  the  years  of  the  life  of 
Sarah.  Of  her  too  it  is  first  witnessed,  that  she 
was  mourned  and  wept  for.  The  type  passed 
away,  and  well  did  tears  and  sorrow  become  its 
removal ;  but  the  antitype,  the  Church  of  God, 
remains,  undying  as  Himself,  who  is  its  ever- 
lasting life,  and  who  hath  promised  that  the 
gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it.  Eve, 
the  natural  mother  of  all  natural  life  in  man, — 
Sarah,  the  spiritual  mother  of  all  gracious  being 
— are  gathered  to  their  dust.  All  bodies  of  man- 
kind shall  sleep  with  the  former;  all  bodies  and 
souls  of  God's  renewed  fiunily,  bom  to  Him 
of  the  Church,  shall  have  a  resting-place  of 
hope  with  the  latter. 

The  preceding  chapter  gave  us  tidings  of 
Rebekah, — that  so  the  friend  of  God  might 
haply  see  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  another 
hope  about  to  arise  in  his  family,  of  perpetuity 
to  the  Church ;  and  to  give  continued  promise 
of  the  appointed  Saviour,  before  that  bright- 
ness of  Sarah's  life,  which  had  so  long  gilded 
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and  gladdened  his  faith,  was  to  be  quencHed  m  | 
tho  night  and  darkness  of  the  grave.  A  be- 
liever's best  earthly  sources  of  comfort  maj  be 
removed;  but  faith  and  hope  will  be  gifted  widi 
a  purged  and  purified  vision,  to  look  for  mow ; 
until  every  spring  of  trial  shall  be  dried  upi 
and  every  fountain  of  tears  closed  in  the  rest 
that  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God. 

Sarah  had  heen  a  fellow  sojourner  in  CsMsn 
with  Abraham,  above  sixty  years;  sharing  lii* 
faitli,  soothing  his  cares,  upholding  him  in  Im 
path,  and  bearing  his  burdens.  The  Apoitk 
Peter  testifies  of  her  submissive  obedienw  » 
her  earthly  head,  even  as  the  Church  is  BT*- 
ciously  and  gladly  suhject  to  her  glorified  Hus- 
band Jesus  Christ.  But  the  separation  must  now 
be  made.  Long  endearment,  long  intercouise, 
long  communion  of  love,  must  have  almort 
bound  up  Abraham's  life  in  the  life  of  Sarah; 
as  ever  happens  to  those,  who,  drawn  tc^tha 
by  the  most  endearing  ties  of  earthly  lender 
ness,  have  also  a  common  fellowship  with  the  I 
Lord,  as  members  of  his  body,  of  bis  Sciit,  I 
and  of  his  bones.  Deepened  however,  as  lh«I  , 
love  was  by  time,  and  consecrated  by  the  grace 
of  God,  its  happy  intercoursfl  most  be  tut- 
pended.     Sarah  must  die,  and  Abraham  must 
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wait  a  little  longer,  until  his  own  change  come, 
and  their  dust  may  be  mingled  together.  And 
surely,  next  to  the  hallowed  links  wherewith 
redeeming  love  binds  the  believer  to  the  invisi* 
ble  world,  there  are  none  more  dear  than  those 
cast  around  him,  by  the  death  of  such  as  have 
been  to  him  as  his  own  soul.  My  smitten 
friends  and  brethren  in  Christ  Jesus,  pray  for 
fiuth  in  Him  who  is  the  Resurrection  and  the 
life,  that  He  may  enable  you,  in  full  assurance 
of  hope,  to  look  beyond  the  veil,  upon  their 
estate  of  blessedness.  '^  Be  followers  of  them, 
who  through  faith  and  patience  have  inherited 
the  promises.^  ^  Tread  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
flock ;  and  although  they  cannot  return  to  you, 
yet  in  a  little  time  you  shall  go  to  them  :  and 
'*  when  Christ  who  is  your  life  shall  appear, 
then  shall  you  also  appear  with  Him  in  glory  J^  ^ 
The  tongue  that  never  addressed  you,  except 
with  the  tone  and  accents  of  love,  is  silent. 
The  eyes  that  never  followed  you,  save  with 
anxious  affection,  are  closed  in  death.  The 
hands  that  laboured  with  delight  to  serve  you, — 
the  heart,  upon  which,  next  to  God's  supreme 
dominion   over  its   affections,  you    were    en- 

'  Heb.  ▼!.  12.  •  Col.  iii.  4. 
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tlironed,  is  now  mingled  with  the  dust.  Tit 
form,  in  whicii  jou  once  delighted,  beare  now 
the  impress  of  tlic  great  destroyer.  It  says  W 
corruption,  "  T/iou  art  my  father,  and  toAl 
wonii,  thou  art  mij  another  and  my  titter;"^ 
and  dear,  unspeakably  dear  as  the  departed 
was  to  you,  nothing  now  remains,  but  that 
yuu  bury  your  dead  out  of  your  sight. 

It  seemed  not  good  unto  the  Holy  Ghost,  tt 
tell  the  Church  of  God  whether  Sarah's  dcid 
was  that  of  calmness  aad  peace,  or  the  joy  ai.  M 
triumph  of  an  assured  faith, — whether  it  «>  I 
one  of  strife  with  the  enemy  of  »ouU,  or  rf«J 
victory  over    him,    sensibly    achieved,    in  d*^ 
last  conflict, — whether  she  dreaded  his  approubr  | 
or  could  say,  in  language  like  to  Simeon's,  whW-l 
he  held  the  world's  Saviour  in  hia  arms, 
felt  the  gladdening   sense  of  rcdcmptioQ  wiO* 
at  his  heart,  "  Lord,  note  htteat  thou  thg  uH. 
tiatit  depart  in  peace,  accardinff  to  Ihy  worii 
for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  talvatum." '    Wi 
know  not  whether  she  was  permitted  to  glori^^ 
the  God  of  her  mercies, — to  praise  Him  fori 
conscious  interest  in  his  erethtstiug  covenan 
ordered  in  all  things  and  sure:  and  to  say  tml 


*  Jab  xriL  14. 
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the  partner  of  ber  long,  eventful  life,  *'  Come 
Uther,  and  I  will  tell  you  what  God  hath  done 
for  mj  soul."  But  this  we  do  know,  and  let  it 
suffice ;  she  Uved  in  the  faith,  and  she  died  in 
the  faith,  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Believers,  when  they  stand  around  the  bed 
of  a  dying  relative,  often  indulge  a  morbid 
anxiety  for  the  amplest  testimony  to  the  sweet- 
ness of  the  promises,  the  faithfulness  of  God, 
and  the  soul's  high  consciousness  of  its  Re- 
deemer's presence,  filling  it  with  triumph. 
Assuredly  such  a  witness,  like  that  of  dying 
Joshua  to  the  tribes  of  Israel,  a  glad  and  grate- 
ful acknowledgment,  like  that  of  the  Psalmist, 
**  My  heart  and  my  flesh  fail;  hut  God  is  the 
strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever ;"  * 
a  joy  like  this  imspeakable  and  full  of  glory, 
that  makes  the  chamber  of  death  fragrant 
with  the  name  of  Jesus,  as  ointment  poured 
forth,  lifts  the  hearts  of  surrounding  mourners 
above  their  heaviest  grief,  and  brings  the  Com- 
forter indeed  among  them,  with  some  of  his 
dearest  consolations.  It  enables  them  to  join 
the  song  of  high  assurance,  and  to  cry,  *'  O 
death  where  is  thy  sting ;  O  grave,  where  is  thy 

>  Psalm  lui.  26. 
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of  such  removal  to  their  hearts.  Here  then  the 
father  of  the  faithful,  the  friend  of  God,  will  be 
unto  us  an  illustrious  object  for  imitation.  I 
notice  therefore, 

IL  Abraham's  conduct  in  this  afflic- 
tion. 

I  know  not  where  even  in  Scripture, — that 
rich  treasure-house  of  gracious  and  exalted  ex- 
amples of  the  power  of  faith,  a  more  simple,  a 
more  exquisitely  beautiful  instance  can  be 
found,  of  a  conscientious  discharge  of  the  duties 
arising  out  of  affliction,  than  this  of  Abraham. 
If  we  be  Christ's,  and  therefore  Abraham's 
seed,  and  heirs  according  to  the  promise,  we 
shall  ask  of  God  strength  and  grace  to  walk, 
even  as  he  walked,  in  this  dark  hour  of  his  pro- 
vidential sorrow. 

(1.)  Fiew  him  then  as  a  bereaved  husband. 

Abraham  came  to  mourn  for  Sarah,  and  to 
weep  for  her.  Some  have  imagined  that  he 
kept  his  flocks  and  herds  in  Beersheba,  while 
Sarah  remained  at  Hebron ;  and  that  hearing 
how  God  had  smitten  him,  he  passed  quickly 
thither.  Others  with  more  reason  suppose, 
that  he  merely  came  from  his  own  tent  into  that 
where  his  dead  now  lay.  That  Sarah  had  a 
separate  tent  is  unquestionable.  And  to  adduce 
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no  other  proof,  Isaac  brought  his  bride  Re- 
liekah  into  his  motlier's  tent,  where  she  became 
hia  wife,  and  where  he  was  comforted  in  li» 
love  after  his  mother's  death.'  Abraham't 
grief  was  not  a  transient  sorrow,  where  the  ejt 
is  not  affected  from  the  heart,  where  the  tvuit 
forgotten  as  soon  as  slied,  and  the  soul  returns  ta 
its  unhallowed  rest  of  indifference.  Itwaaasiir- 
cere,  a  gracious  and  a  godly  moumtng,  wheroa 
nature  wept,  while  faith  waa  glad.  This  fnl 
and  firm  believer  in  God's  Bure  word  of  pro- 
mise, was  a  man  of  like  passions  with  oursdrdi 
and  it  is  no  act  of  that  grace  of  God  vhidC 
bringeth  salvation,  (and  of  which  it  is  the  hi^ 
office  to  mould  the  Christian's  mind  into  the 
divine  image,)  to  forbid  that  we  should  luounii' 
when  the  fondest  objects  of  our  attachmenl  art 
removed  by  death.  '  The  body  of  a  dear  &ient 
must  be  watered  with  tears,  when  it  is  soi 
corruption."  He  hath  a  proud  stoic's,  and  nat 
a  meek  Christian's  heart,  who  can  see  unraon 
the  bed  where  the  departed  lay,  the  table  wheW 
she  sat,  the  garden  where  she  walked, 
books,  and  especially  the  book  of  God  whert&l> 
she  read,  the  objects  of  her  Christian  hounlfi' 


'  Oen, 
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the  children  whom  she  taught,  and  the  destitute 
whom  she  relieved,  the  place  in  the  sanctuary 
where  she  prayed,  or  the  cushion  whereon  she 
knelt,  when  her  soul  rose  up  to  God  in  the 
yearnings  and  wrestlings  of  closet  supplication. 
We  have  the  hest  and  highest  examples  of 
holiness,  in  justification  of  such  grief.  They 
were  devout  men,  who  carried  Stephen  to  his 
burial ;  yet  they  wept  and  made  great  lamenta- 
tion. When  Peter  was  come  into  the  chamber 
of  Dorcas,  all  the  holy  widows  stood  by  him, 
weeping  and  shewing  her  labours  of  love  for  the 
poor  members  of  the  Redeemer's  Church. 
Martha  and  Mary  bewailed  the  brother  whom 
Jesus  loved.  Nay,  He  who  was  at  once  perfect 
God,  and  perfect  man,  wept  also  at  the  grave 
of  his  departed  friend. 

But  holy  grief  must  have  its  measure,  while 
it  has  its  way.  The  stream  must  not  overflow 
its  banks,  wherein  God  hath  appointed  it  to  run. 
The  weeping  must  not  be  immoderate,  lest  it 
might  even  seem  as  though  the  wisdom  that 
ordained,  and  the  hand  of  love  that  struck  the 
blow,  were  not  forgiven  by  the  sufferer  thus 
refusing  to  be  comforted,  when  God  the  Holy 
Ghost  brought,  and  was  ready  to  apply  conso- 
lation and  peace  to  the  spirit  in  Christ  Jesus. 
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doth  not  intermeddle — a  joy  in  Christ.  "  The 
Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  and 
Ueised  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.'*  ^  And  if  the 
corpse  of  a  dear  friend  hath  power  to  draw,  not 
ooly  our  hearts,  but  our  feet,  to  the  chamber 
where  it  lies,  and  to  the  grave  where  it  mingles 
with  the  dust,  how  strongly  should  our  hearts 
be  attracted  to  that  heavenly  place,  where  He 
who  died  and  was  buried,  and  rose  again,  and 
ever  lives  and  reigns,  sitteth  in  his  glory  of 
grace,  and  liveth  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 
"  When  my  heart  is  overwhelmed,  lead  me  to  the 
rock  that  is  higher  than  /."  ^  There  is  his 
body,  and  there  his  soul,  united  to  his  glorious 
deity.  Thither  may  the  mourner  flee,  not  to 
weep  like  Rachel,  refusing  to  be  comforted: 
for  it  is  no  place  for  a  sorrow  so  unrestrained ; 
but  to  rejoice  in  ^'  Jestu  Christ,  the  same  yes- 
terday,  and  to-day,  and  for  ever ;  ^  and  more 
and  more  to  long  after  that  glorious  Epiphany, 
when  He  will  come  again,  and  receive  his  people 
to  Himself,  that  where  He  is,  there  they  may 
be  also. 

The  indulgent  love  of  Mary's  fiiends  mistook 
her  emmd,  when  diey  said,  she  goeth  unto  the 

*JobL21.  'H«l>.xili.&  *Pt.lzi.2. 
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h$f6re  his  Aeadr  ^     He  arose  from  the  ground 
irhereon  he  had  been  seated ;  as  Job's  friends 
lat  down  with  him  seven  days  and  seven  nights, 
ind  none  spake  a  word  unto  him^  for  they  saw 
that  his  grief  was  very  great :  or  as  the  Holy 
Ci^  is  represented  upon  the   medals  of  the 
Roman  conquerors,  sitting  under  her  pahn  tree, 
and  weeping  her  captivity.     Other  duties  to 
the   departed  must  take  place,   even    of  the 
sacredness  and  solitude  of  grief:  and  God  is 
merciful  to  demand  that  so  it  should  be ;  in 
Older  that  necessity,  if  not  will,  may  divert  and 
perhaps  diminish  grief.     Why  seek  ye  always 
tiie  living  among  the  dead  ?     And  yet  at  the 
moment  when  Abraham  stands  up   to  make 
preparation    for  Sarah's    burial,    he  calls  her 
corpse  his  dead ;  to  shew  the  dear  communion 
yet  existing  between  them,  upon  which   the 
grave  could  make  no  inroad,  and  which  could 
be  carried  onwards  between  one  in  the  body, 
and  the  other  quit  of  its  tabernacle  of  clay  in 
the  invisible  world. 

But  such  fellowship  between  the  embodied 
and  disembodied  spirits  of  Christ's  true  soldiers 
and  servants  is  an  act  of  holy  faith.     By  this 

'  Gen.  zziiL  3. 
VOL.   II.  R 


362  SERMON    XXXV. 

fjrace  only,  the  coraniunion  of  saints  with  e»di 
other,  and  wiih  their  exalted  Head  of  digint) 
and  influence,  can  he  mointamed.  I  notiK 
then, 

(2.)  Ahrakami  conduct  <u  a  Believer  « Gti 
Behold  a  man  who  signally  enjoyed  the  pro- 
tection, the  presence,  the  love,  the  promiswrf 
God ;  with  whom  an  especial  covenant  had  bed 
made ;  whose  child  was  the  mir&colous  fulfl- 
mcnt  of  a  promise  niure  improbable  than  biJ 
ever  been  given  to  a  man  or  woman  since  Gfll 
commanded  them  to  multiply  upon  the  eartkl 
Behold,  1  say,  a  man  thus  distinguished,  at 
i-nriched  «ith  this  world's  good — a  man  to  whoi 
God  had  engaged  Canaan  and  all  the  Uesiiilf 
which  it  shadowed  forth  to  his  heart — a  nri 
who  was  to  become  a  great  nation,  anil 
possess  this  land  flowing  with  milk  and  hon^j 
who  yet  hath  not  ivithin  its  boundary  a  sa^ 
of  ground  where  he  may  bury  his  dead  out' 
his  sight — no,  not  so  much  as  to  !t«i  his  foot 
By  faith  he  sojourned  in  the  land  of  pranuM' 
in  a  strange  country,  willing  to  wait  Jd 
time  and  mode  of  giving  him  powemra 
cause  he  looked  for  a  city  whicb  hitii  fbnnll 
tions  whose  Builder  and  Maker  is  Gt)d. 
Very  freely  did  the   children   of  Heth 
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Abraham  a  burying  place,  at  his  own 
re,  amidst  all  the  sepulchres  of  the  land. 
jT  would  gladly   have  mingled  their  dust, 

that  of  a  holy  man,  whom  the  Lord  mani- 
j  favoured.  But  he  who  had,  through 
'a  upholding  grace,  preserved  himself  and 
lousehold  uncontaminated  by  the  idolatries 
lie  land,  would  not  even  mingle  his  bones 
.  those  of  the  heathen ;  lest  even  thus  he 
it  appear  to  sanction  their  awful  apostacy. 
y  whose  best  bond  of  union  while  Uving, 
holy  faith  in  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  one^ 

of  spiritual  membership  in  Him,  were  to 
lid  side  by  side  in  a  sepulchre  where  their 
.68  might  sleep  in  Jesus.  Their  very  dust 
t  be  separated  from  that  of  such  as  lived  and 

in  rebellion  against  the  one  true  God — an 
.eet  of  the  eternal  separation  between  the 
teous  and  the  wicked.  In  this,  as  in  all 
X  things,  Abraham  was  to  be  a  witness 
DSt  surrounding  iniquities.  In  such  a  spirit 
R^ith  the  Moabitess  resolve  that  she  would 

die,  and  be  buried  with  God's  handmaid 
mi.  In  something  of  this  mind,  did  the  old 
»het  acknowledge  the  holiness  of  that  seer 
myet  he  had  so  guiltily  seduced.  ''  When  1 
deadf  then  burtf  me  in  the  sepulchre  wherein 

R  2 
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did  Joseph  himself  command  his  body,  em- 
balmed and  cofiBned  in  Egypt,  to  be  carried, 
when  Jehovah  should  visit  his  people,  and 
bring  them  forth  into  the  promised  land.  And 
upon  what  principle  did  these  holy  patriarchs 
deaire  that  their  dust  should  rest  and  be 
mingled  together  in  the  burial-place  of  Mach- 
phelah  ?  Because  they  embraced  the  promise 
of  God  to  give  them  Canaan — embraced  it,  not 
merely  in  the  letter  but  in  the  spirit ;  embraced 
the  sure  and  certain  hope  of  a  blessed  resurrec- 
tion from  the  dead,  and  the  possession  of  an 
inheritance  in  a  glorious  land,  whereof  the  land 
of  promise  was  only  a  feeble  tjrpe.  They  had 
fired  to  God,  a  family  of  grace ;  they  laid  them 
down  to  die,  and  they  gave  directions  where  to 
be  buried ;  fiilly  knowing  and  being  abundantly 
persuaded,  that  they  should  rise  from  the  dead, 
a  fiunily  of  glory.  They  sought  a  better  coun- 
try, that  is  a  heavenly :  and  thus  they  testified 
their  faith.  Upon  the  same  principle  did  Jere- 
miah (xxxii.  6,  &c.)  buy  the  field  of  Anathoth 
from  his  kinsman,  in  full  persuasion,  as  God's 
Spirit  taught  him,  that  the  inheritance  should 
be  regained,  and  the  approaching  captivity  pass 
away,  after  the  seventy  years  appointed  for  the 
desolations  of  Jerusalem. 
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graves,  only  to  be  tlirust  into  the  endless  woes 
and  terrors  of  the  second  death  ;  but  in  virtue  of 
his  entire  membership  with  them.  Because  He 
arose  they  shall  arise ;  because  He  liveth,  they 
shall  Uve  also ;  because  He  reigns,  they  shall 
zeign  also  in  glory  everlasting.  We  must  cry, 
ccmceming  those  who  have  fallen  asleep  in 
Jesus,  as  we  see  the  finger  of  decay  doing  its 
iqypointed  work  upon  them,  "  Bury  my  dead 
out  of  my  sight."  But  when  no  longer  lovely 
in  our  view — nay  when  we  can  bear  to  look 
upon  them  no  longer,  they  are  as  dear  and  as 
lovely  as  ever  in  the  sight  of  Jesus,  because  He 
hath  redeemed  both  body  and  soul  to  Himself 
and  to  God  by  his  blood.  He  must  see  in  both 
of  the  travail  of  his  soul,  and  be  satisfied.  Ye 
whose  hearts  are  anchored  upon  the  promises, 
whose  hopes  are  castled  in  the  covenant  of  his 
inviolable  truth  and  love,  be  persuaded,  (and 
may  the  persuasion  link  you  more  closely  still 
to  Him)  that  neither  death  nor  life  shall  be 
able  to  separate  you  from  that  love  of  God 
which  is  in  Him.  ''  If  the  Spirit  of  Him  that 
raised  tip  our  Lard  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead 
dwell  in  you,  He  that  raised  Christ  from  the 
dead  shall  also  quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by 
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left  for  a  while,  to  dwell  in  the  dust, — they 
whom  you  have  loved  and  lost  having  fought  the 
good  fight,  finished  their  course,  kept  the  faith, 
shall  be  your  companions  in  that  royalty,  which 
the  Lamb  will  dispense,  and  your  fellow  priests 
in  that  high  temple,  whereof  He  will  be  the 
light  and  glory.  "  He  will  change  our  vile 
hodjff  that  it  may  be  fashioned  like  unto  hi» 
glorious  body^  according  to  the  working  where- 
by He  is  able  to  subdue  all  things  unto  Himself.'* 
"  Iktiow  that  my  Redeemer  Uveth,  and  that  He 
shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth  : 
and  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this 
body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God,**  ^  O 
Christians,  wheresoever  your  cave  of  Machphelah 
may  be,  yet  when  your  earthly  house  of  this 
tabernacle  is  dissolved,  you  shall  have  a  build- 
ing of  Gt)d,  a  house  not  made  with  hands,  eter- 
nal in  the  heavens.  ''  All  things  are  yoursy 
whether  of  the  world,  or  Ufe,  or  death,  or 
things  present,  or  things  to  come,  all  are  yours, 
and  ye  are  Christ s,  and  Christ  is  GoiTs,**^ 
**  Wherefore  comfort  ye  one  another  with  these 
words.** 
Stand  up  from  before  your  dead,  ye  who  in 

>  Job  xix.  26.  ■  1  Cor.  iii.  21—23. 
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Abraham  never  purchased,  nor  was  he  ever 
permitted  to  have  a  foot  of  land  in  Canaan  be- 
yond thiB  burial  place;  and  yet  his  posterity 
according  to  God's  command  were  to  enter,  to 
occupy,  to  enjoy  it.  He  calls  himself  a  stran- 
ger and  a  sojourner.  And  the  people  of  God 
ever  so  thought  themselves,  in  that  very  land. 
Did  Abraham  then  doubt  the  eventual  posses- 
sion of  Canaan  ?  Exactly  the  reverse.  Here, 
MB  elsewhere,  he  staggered  not  at  the  promise  of 
Qod  through  unbelief,  but  was  strong  in  faith, 
giving  glory  to  God.  When  he  laid  the  bones 
of  Sarah  there,  when  his  own  were  afterwards 
deposited  by  her  side,  in  the  same  cave  of  He- 
bron, he  took  as  it  were  possession  of  the 
country  of  God's  promise,  in  God's  name,  and 
in  dependance  upon  God's  truth.  In  due  time 
the  divine  engagement  was  fulfilled,  and  Israel 
portioned  out  the  land.  Such  a  spirit  of  pa- 
tient faith  is  required  of  them  who  would  take 
possession  of  the  dark  regions  of  paganism  in 
the  name  of  Christ,  and  there  estabUsh  a  flock, 
and  fold,  and  Church  of  the  living  God.  Thus, 
I  doubt  not  it  hath  been,  and  yet  must  be,  in 
the  proceedings  of  missionary  enterprize. 
What  multitudes  of  ministers  have  gone  forth 
firom  our  Church,  not  counting  their  lives  dear 
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lives  dear  unto  themselves,  that  they  might  cry 
in  the  ears  of  the  benighted  heathen  of  Wes- 
tern Afirica,  ''  Behold  the  Lamb  of  Ood  which 
iaketh  away  the  sins  of  the  worlds* ' — had  they, 
I  asky  no  blessed  anticipations^  that  by  thus 
taking  possession  of  their  early  and  obscure 
sepulchres  in  that  dreadful  cemetery  of 
EuTopean  life,  they  had  not  also  gained  seizin 
of  these  lands  for  Christ,  as  Abraham  claimed 
Canaan  for  God's  heritage,  by  laying  Sarah's 
bones,  and  his  own  dust  in  the  cave  of  Mamre  ? 
I  doubt  not  that  so  it  hath  been ;  and  that 
time  will  shew,  that  in  this  respect  they  neither 
run  in  vain,  nor  laboured  in  vain,  nor  died  in 
vain.  On  their  tombs  will  other  men  like 
minded  stand;  firom  their  resting  places  will 
other  lips  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of  a  Sa- 
viour's love ;  until  the  Lord,  firom  amidst  these 
realms  of  present  darkness,  adds  daily  to  his 
Church  such  as  shall  be  saved.  Hasten  it,  O 
God,  in  thy  time,  and  let  all  who  love  and  be- 
lieve in  Jesus  say.  Amen. 

>  John  i.  29. 
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and  htiinan  circumstances,  which,  although  the 
unfathomable  depths  of  the  divine  mind  could 
easily  have  furnished,  the  poor  and  weak  crea^ 
ture  could  never  have  remembered,  in  his  time 
of  need  and  temptation,  the  Most  High  has  laid 
down  some  broad  and  beaming  principle,  in  the 
revelation  of  his  grace,  applicable  to  every  con- 
dition wherein  men  can  be  placed,  and  directing 
them  in  every  duty  they  have  to  perform.  Had 
no  other  beacon  been  lighted  up  for  guiding  us 
aright  in  our  course  of  mutual  obligations,  than 
that  incontestibly  divine  direction  of  the  Son  of 
God,  "  Whatsoever  ye  woutd  that  men  should 
do  unto  you^  do  ye  even  so  unto  them^  ^  it  would 
have  amply  sufficed  for  its  purpose ;  because  it 
would  have  served  at  once,  to  point  out  the 
unreasonableness  of  selfish  expectation,  and 
the  duty  which  a  sense  of  our  own  wishes  or 
necessities  required  us  to  pay  towards  the 
wishes  and  necessities  of  others.  Still  how- 
ever, the  most  precious,  the  most  powerful,  and 
.indeed  the  most  simple  of  all  these  leading 
principles,  wherewith  the  word  of  God  hath 
provided  us,  are  those  which  most  immediately 
connect  us  with  Himself.     Such  are  the  fiuth 

*  Matt  TU.  12. 
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that  realizes  and  rests  upon  Iiis  word,  the  Idvi 
that  works  through  fai^,  a  aense  and  expen 
oHce  of  redeeming  mercy,  brought  home  upoi 
iiur  hearts,  which  presents  the  Saviour  to  them 
iis  the  great  and  only  worthy  object  of  aU  thd 
affections.  These  sink  the  world,  and  all  thi 
it  can  offer  beneatli  our  feet,  when  it  atteropl 
to  compete  with  Him  for  empire  over  us;  an 
so  constrain  us  by  the  love  of  Jesus,  llu 
"  whatsoever  we  do,  whether  in  word  or  deed,  a 
should  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God."  ' 

Under  ihb  higli  and  heavenly  principle  i 
i'aith  did  Abraham  act,  and  found  it  applicabl 
to  all  the  jiositions  of  his  varied'  and  eventfi 
life.  We  have  seen  how  it  sustained  and  coa 
forted  him,  under  his  great  bereavement  by  th 
death  of  Sarah.  We  have  considered  its  povrt 
over  liim,  with  reference  to  that  event,  u 
Husband,  and  a  Believer,  called  to  mourn  ot( 
the  removal  of  one  who  was  most  dear,  and  yi 
to  took  through  his  tears  upon  the  glories  i 
that  resurrection  of  the  body,  and  that  life  CK 
lasting,  wherein  the  ransomed,  sanctified,  gloc 
ficd  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Clirii 
shall  "  reckon  that  the  mfferingi  of  tfmpraa 
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time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the 
glory  that  shall  be  revealed  in  them.^^  ^ 

We  are  now  to  behold  the  same  hallowed 
principle  of  fedth,  and  its  consequent  heavenly 
mindedness,  guiding  the  patriarch  in  an  ordi- 
nary civil  transctctiony  in  one  of  those  every- 
day duties,  the  sum  of  which  composes  the 
business  and  substance  of  relative  life  and  its 
obligations.  I  allude  to  the  purchase  of  a  se- 
pulchrey  wherein  the  body  of  Sarah  might  be 
laid  to  await  the  resurrection  of  the  just,  when 
the  flesh  that  hath  rested  in  hope  shall  be 
re-united  to  the  soul,  and  both  shall  be  for  ever 
with  the  Lord.     Allow  me  then  to  exhibit, 

L  The   general  dealing  of  Abraham 

WITH   THE   HiTTlTES. 

God  who  often  draws  to' Himself  some  of  his 
largest  revenues  of  praise  and  glory  firom  the 
deepest  trials  and  afflictions  of  his  children, 
orezTuled  Abraham's  cause  of  sorrow  in  hi» 
heavy  loss,  not  only  to  the  gratification  of  a 
most  lawful  and  amiable  desire,  but  also  to  the 
honour  of  his  own  name,  in  the  patriarch's  holy 
consistency  of  conduct.  And  thus,  be  it  remem- 
bered, for  every  believer's  consolation,  He  will 

^  RoDLTiii.  18. 
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act  towards  those  who  feel  that  whatsoever  tlie 
do,  they  should  do  it  heartily  as  unto  the  Lor 
and  not  unto  men. 

No  doubt  one  who  nearly  sixty  years  befp 
Iiad  armed  three  hundred  and  ten  trained  sc 
vants,  born  in  hi:;  own  house,  and  led  the 
forth  to  war,  had  not  been  unvisited  by  deat 
Yet  he  was  hitherto  unprovided  with  a  *epii 
clire,  simply  because  none  of  the  fruit  of  h 
body,  heirs  togetlier  with  him  of  Canaan,  of 
Redeemer,  and  of  an  everlasting  salvatiDn,  h( 
died.  But  now  that  the  partner  of  his  tail 
the  fellow  heir  of  his  promise,  the  blessed  tv] 
of  Christ's  redeemed  and  believing  Church, 
removed,  her  bones  must,  if  possible,  rest 
that  land  where  the  world's  Redeemer  wm 
be  bom  and  die.  Sarah  is  the  first  fruits  of  k 
family,  redeemed  from  among  men  to  God  u 
to  the  Lamb,  on  whom  death  bath  set  tha  M 
of  an  accomplished  salvation.  Her  bu 
therefore,  is  not  only  an  act  of  piotu  nrilifltw 
but  of  holy  faith.  Both  arc  in  fell  and  grtao 
exercise,  while  Abraham  is  engaged  in  eaii 
vours  to  complete  a  common  baigaini  of  h 
and  purchase.     Observe  thcni 

(1.)  Hii  moderation  and  loatinett  of  d 
meatiour.    God  hath  swoj^  with  as  otlb  f 
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iiim  this  land, — ^hath  distinguished  him  beyond 
any  individual,  his  fiunily  beyond  any  tribe 
within  its  borders ;  and  if  God  were  true,  no- 
thing could  be  more  certain  than  his  possession 
of  Canaan  in  full  sovereignty,  either  in  his  own 
person,  or  in  that  of  his  posterity.  The  divine 
engagement  might  well  have  been  interpreted 
in  the  former  sense:  and  he  might  therefore 
have  been  thought  justifiable  in  claiming  as  a 
light,  not  only  what  would  suffice  for  a  burial 
place ;  but  enough  to  form  a  splendid  settlement 
for  himself  and  his  niunerous  household.  A 
literal  interpretation  of  spiritual  promises,  made 
his  descendants  in  after  ages  confound  gracious 
blessings  with  carnal  views  of  universal  domi- 
nion ;  plunging  them  into  rebellion  against  their 
conquerors,  and  deluging  the  land  with  blood. 
The  history  of  our  own  country,  abounding  in 
die  fiercest  civil  agitations,  can  testify  of  a  sect 
of  martial  enthusiasts,  who  having  assisted  to 
murder  the  lawful  monarch,  proclaimed  the 
universal  reign  of  Jesus  Christ,  together  with 
their  own  right  as  the  saints  of  God  to  the  pos- 
session of  empire  under  Him.  They  spumed 
therefore  at  all  human  control,  except  the  iron 
despotism  which  themselves  would  have  exer- 
1,  and  beneath  which  they  would  have  con- 
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tinued  to  oppress  and  exhaust  the  gTosnini 
land.  But  Abraham,  better  Uught  of  God 
and  therefore  ^villing  to  abide  the  time  aj 
pointed  in  tlie  counsels  of  eternal  nisdom,  n 
teived  the  promises,  having  aeen  them  afaro 
and  embraced  them.  He  stayi  God's  leisure  ft 
thepossession.four  hundred  years  before  he  laki 
liverj-  and  seizin ;  purchasing  with  money  tbi 
which  the  great  Owner  of  heaven  gave  him  freel; 
He  therefore  rose  up  before  the  sons  < 
Heth,  confessing  that  he  was  a  stranger  and 
pilgrim  in  Canaan.  He  is  aware  of  no  right  1 
make  an  inroad  upon  any  man's  property:  ' 
no  authority  irom  on  high  to  usurp  a  civil  po 
session  and  control.  He  therefore  very  med£ 
intreats  from  the  elders  of  the  land,  and  ll 
legitimate  fountains  of  power,  that  they  w 
give,  or  rather  sell  him  a  place  where  he  m 
bury  his  dead.  He  bows  down  before  ihei 
and  does  them  reverence,  well  knowing  that  i 
grace  could  better  become  a  Irivnd  of  God,  tu 
an  heir  of  blessedness,  than  lowly  courtesy 
the  powers  that  be,  and  a  submission  to  th< 
award,  not  only  for  wrath,  but  also  for  ca 
science'  sake,  if  that  award  violated  no  f 
inand,  nor  outraged  the  glory  of  God. 
.  Abraham's  courtesy  to  the  Hittitn,  vh^ 
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judgment  in  the  gate,  was  strictly  a  he- 
wer's grace,  and  sprung  from  a  heart  wherein 
i  love  of  God  reignedy  in  the  fuhiess  of 
ritual  power.  This  present  evil  world,  like 
i  ground  which  the  Lord  hath  cursed,  may 
Id  something  as  like  to  gracious  courtesy,  as 
item  tares  to  real  wheat.  But  the  state  of 
urt  which  produces  the  true  plant  grows  not  in 
i  soil  of  nature.  It  is  a  fruit  of  the  Spirit, 
1  is  found  only  in  the  garden  of  God.  It 
ings  from  charity,  and  therefore  derives  ite 
ng  from  the  life  of  God  within  the  soul,  the 
nciple  of  all  grace  and  goodness.  It  is  no 
re  form,  the  phantom  of  a  feeling  which  has 

existence, — the  mere  outward  garb  and 
ablance  of  respect  and  amiableness, — ^but  the 
>duct  of  love  unfeigned,  and  without  dis- 
lulation.  It  is  a  disinterested  state  of  inward 
id,  and  a  corresponding  exhibition  of  out- 
rd  act.  Like  Abraham's,  it  seeketh  not  its 
a,  but  studies  the  feelings  of  others ;  and  so 
as  may  be  lawful,  makes  itself  all  things  to 
men,  if  that  by  any  means  it  may  win  some,  . 
>ing  for  nothing  again.  It  hath  within  it 
elements  of  humour  and  caprice,  nothing  of 
i  lightning  flash  that  burst  upon  men  unex-  ' 
:tedly,  and  then  leaves  the  sky  dark  and 
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to  have  his  commerce  with  a  world  that  lies  in 
the  wicked  one.  Yet  he  may  be  conscious 
at  the  same  time  of  privileges^  blessings, 
possessions,  hopes,  reversions,  immeasurably 
more  glorious  than  all  that  wealth  can  give,  or 
than  all  that  carnal  and  worldly  men  can  either 
desire,  or  devise  for  good.     And  mark 

(2.)  The  value  of  holy  consistency.  A  be- 
liever in  Grod,  can  afford,  if  I  may  so  speak, 
to  condescend  to  men  of  the  lowest  estate,  and 
bear  himself  meekly  towards  the  highest. 
The  Hittites  were  an  idolatrous  race,  the  des- 
cendants, not  of  Shem,  but  of  Canaan,  to 
whom  no  divine,  no  gracious  promises  had 
been  made.  They  were  Uving  viithout  God  in 
the  world.  Yet  Abraham  had  conmianded  their 
respect,  not  merely  by  his  victories,  his  flocks 
and  herds,  and  numerous  household ;  but  by 
his  holy  walk,  by  manifest  tokens  of  some 
dirine  hand  accompanying  him,  by  his  blame- 
less carrii^,  his  holy  zeal,  the  general  con- 
sistency between  his  profession  and  his  practice. 
This  gracious  agreement,  is  palpable  even  to  the 
eye  of  sense.  A  vision  utterly  dark  to  spiritual 
objects  can  easily  discern  it ;  for  they  who  feel 
not  the  power  of  holiness  in  themselves,  can 
discover  the  beauty  of  holiness  in  others ;  and 
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No  command  is  more  frequently  or  more 
powerfuUy  urged  upon  his  brethren  by  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  than  watchfulness.  And, 
after  that  vigilance  which  guards  his  own  soul, 
imder  the  nughty  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
against  offending  God  in  thought,  word,  or 
deed,  I  know  nothing  wherein  a  gracious  cau- 
tion is  more  needful,  to  him  who  walks,  as  every 
child  of  God  does  walk,  in  an  unbelieving 
world,  than  in  his  duty  to  maintain  a  course  of 
holy  wisdom  towards  those  who  are  without. 
He  must  be  careful  that  the  sacred  cause  of 
Christ,  and  of  salvation  by  Him, — the  cause  of 
God's  honour,  and  the  influence  of  his  blessed 
tsithf  suffer  not  in  the  estimation,  nor  be  thrust 
away  from  the  souls  of  men  by  the  inconsistency 
of  one  who  owns  his  name,  and  professes  to  glory 
only  in  the  Redeemer's  cross.  There  should 
be  an  imslumbering  anxiety  within  a  Christian's 
heart  upon  this  great  point.  Men  should  be 
compelled,  (and  his  own  conduct  is  the  only 
compelling  force,)  to  take  knowledge  of  him 
that  he  hath  been  with  Jesus.  If  he  be  a  light 
shining  in  a  dark  place,  the  darkness  may  not 
comprehend  it  at  first,  but  may  at  length  be 
led  to  admire  its  brightness,  to  follow  it,  and  to 
partake   it.     The  believer's  life    is  hid  with 
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rliest  record  of  a  sale  and  conveyance  of  land : 
id  its  simplicity  is  exceedingly  beautiful,  A 
ore  refined  state  of  society  has  unquestionably 
I  advantages,  very  many,  and  very  great.  But 
in  mechanical  principles  and  their  improved 
(plication  to  the  purposes  of  motion,  some- 
ing  is  lost  in  one  direction,  while  there  is 
in  in  another ;  so  is  it  in  the  more  artificial 
id  more  advanced  stages  of  the  social  compact. 
odly  simplicity  and  sincerity  are  more  endan- 
ired.  Hence  springs  the  multiplication  of  forms 
id  documents.  Hence  the  sad  and  awful  in- 
ease  of  oaths  and  adjurations  which  have  been 
troduced  into  every  department  of  business,  to 
Lch  a  tremendous  demoralization  of  the  hearts 
id  consciences  of  mankind.  It  has  thus  at 
ngth  happened,  that  an  oath,  the  most  awful 
rm  in  which  man  can  connect  his  truth  or 
Isehood  with  the  solemnities  of  eternal  judg- 
ent,  instead  of  being  for  confirmation  an  end 
'  all  strife,  has  become  in  too  many  instances 
'  the  world's  intercourse,  and  not  least  in  its 
onmercial  relations  almost  the  mockery  of  a 
ime.  To  return  however  to  the  immediate 
ibject  before  us,  I  observe, 

(1.)  The  disinterested  kindness  of  Ephron. 

Abraham  had  fixed  upon  the  cave  of  Mach- 
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CJhristian  professors,  as  the  result  of  that 
minatioii.  Place  the  conduct  of  Ephron  the 
atrous  Hittite,  in  his  bountiful  offer  of 
field  and  cave  of  Machpelah,  side  by  side 
\i  the  selfish,  forecasting,  and  huckstering 
.cj  of  Lot,  a  worshipper  of  the  true  God, 
m  he  chose  the  plain  of  Sodom,  well  watered, 
firuitful  as  the  garden  of  the  Lord,  where  he 
,ht  feed  his  flocks,  and  multiply  his  pastoral 
Jth.  How  kind  and  honourable  the  bounty 
he  one ;  how  mean  and  cold  the  calculating 
rice  of  the  other !  Ephron  offers  to  Abra- 
1,  (a  stranger  to  his  race,  whose  faith  in 
i  condemned  his  unbelief,)  the  sepulchre 
!ch  he  needs,  and  that  with  the  open  hand 
in  unsparing  liberality.  Lot,  reckless  of  his 
mian's  interest,  eagerly  grasps  the  better 
don  for  himself.  **  What  do  ye  more  than 
frs  ? "  is  a  question  which  in  matters  of 
nty  and  benevolence,  as  in  all  virtues  that 
fat  to  spring  from  a  root  of  salvation  within  the 
1,  Christians  should  frequently  put  to  them- 
es. Their  love  of  Christ  should  constrain 
n  here,  as  in  every  other  walk  of  holy  duty. 
i  having  freely  received  from  the  unsearch- 

*  Matt  V.  47. 
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his  grace  of  holy  disinterestedness,  as  in 
y  other  that  reflects  the  Sun  of  righteous- 

;  if  indeed  your  light  he  come,  and  if  the 
y  of  the  Lord  he  risen  upon  you« 
he  servant  of  God  must  not  he  excelled  by 
servant  of  the  world.     ''  Whatsoever  things 
true,  whatsoever  things  are  honesty  whatso- 

things  are  just y  whatsoever  things  are  pure^ 
tioever  things  are  lovely y  whatsoever  things 
of  good  reporty  if  there  be  any  virtuey  and 
ere  be  any  praissy  we  must  think  on  these 
gs.*^  ^  Such  at  least  was  Abraham's  rule  of 
luct,  as  we  learn  firom 
!•)  His  disinterested  refusal  of  Ephron^s 
% 

liere  are  times  wherein  we  may  best  shew 
sense  of  a  kindness  pressed  cheerfully  upon 
37  frankly  accepting  it.  There  are  other 
s,  and  other  seasons,  where  our  own  circum- 
ces,  and  the  honour  of  God  seem  to  demand 
o  decline  the  liberality,  imder  a  sense  of  the 
g;ation  as  deep  and  grateful,  as  though  we 

actually  incurred  it.  In  a  former  oppor- 
iy  Abraham  would  not  receive  the  goods 
ivered  in  war  at  the  hand  of  the  king  of 

»  Pha.iT.8. 
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saiih,  he  abideth  in  Him,  ought  himself  so  to 
mfolk,  even  as  He  tcalked,''  ^  But  we  proceed 
to  shew  from  this  transaction 

(3.)  2%e  true  spirit  of  bargain  and  traffic. 
Abraham  bowed  down  himself  before  the 
people  of  the  land,  and  he  spake  unto  Ephron 
in  the  audience  of  the  people  of  the  land,  say- 
ing, **  But,  if  thou  wilt  give  it,  I  pray  thee,  hear 
me :  I  will  give  thee  money  for  the  field,  take 
it  of  me,  and  I  will  bury  my  dead  there.     And 
£phron  answered  Abraham,  saying  unto  him, 
My  lord,  hearken   unto  me :  the  land  is  worth 
four  hundred  shekels  of  silver;^  what  is  that 
between  me  and  thee,   bury  thy  dead.     And 
Abraham  hearkened  unto  Ephron ;  and  Abra- 
ham weighed  Ephron  the  silver,  which  he  had 
named  in  the  audience  of  the  sons  of  Heth,  four 
hundred  shekels  of  silver,  current  money  witiii 
the  merchant.     And  the  field  of  Ephron  which 
was  in  Machpelah,  which  was  before  Mamre, 
the  field,  and  the  cave  which  was  therein,  and 
all  the  trees  that  were  in  the  field,  that  were  in 
all  the  borders  round  about,  were  made  sure 
unto  Abraham  for  a  possession  in  the  presence 

'  1  John  ii.  6. 
^  That  it»  according  to  some  computations,  50/.  according  to 
•thtn,  901*  of  oor  money. 
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science  tells  hiin  is  the  truth ;  and  if  instead  ot 
underrating  what  he  verily  believes  the  true 
worth  of  the  merchandize  he  desires,  the  buyer 
would  simply  admit  it,  how  much  unfedmess, 
how  much  unldndnessy  how  much  suspicion, 
how  many  blots  upon  the  fair  face  of  Christian 
traffic  would  be  removed  at  once  !  If  the  divine 
rule  already  quoted  were  brought  to  bring  its 
mighty  power  upon  all  the  interchanges  of 
tradei — "  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should 
do  unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them,"  it 
would  purify  the  whole  horizon  of  conunercial 
bargain,  from  the  mightiest  to  the  meanest  ob- 
ject of  its  embrace.  If  the  traffickers  of  the 
earth-»(and  every  man  who  hath  a  want  for 
himself,  or  for  others,  is  among  the  number) — 
would  deal  in  simpUcity  of  soul;  if  each  would 
especially  remember  that  God's  honour  is  in 
his  hands ;  if  each  would  go  to  the  office,  the 
mart,  or  the  shop,  whether  as  buyer  or  seUer, 
according  to  the  mind  of  God ;  if  each  would 
undertake  his  duty  in  the  spirit  of  fervent 
prayer,  desirous  of  acting  out  the  grace  it  asks 
of  Grod,  commercial  reciprocities  would  soon 
assume  a  brighter  aspect 

I  own,  and  gladly  own  that  in  the  vastness 
of  commercial  enterprize  throughout  a  land 
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the  compact.  The  seller  soon  fixes  his  eye 
upon  such  buyers,  and  demands  accordingly. 
The  purchaser,  so  minded,  suspects  the  advance 
which  his  own  conduct  has  often  fixed  upon  the 
article :  and  what  is  the  consequence  ?  Guilt 
is  thus  fastened  upon  the  soul ;  the  conscience 
is  defiled,  and  made  more  insensible  ;  and  God 
is  systematically  dishonoured,  in  the  violation, 
or  the  evasion  of  his  command,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  spirit,  of  his  Gospel. 

'  We  greatly  mistake,*  as  one  hath  eloquent- 
ly and  truly  said,  *  the  transforming  influence 
of  the  gospel,  if  we  do  not  think  that  upright^ 
ness  of  character  emerges  at  the  same  time  with 
^octtfiMM  of  character ;  or  that  the  virtues  of 
mercantile  intercourse  do  not  form  upon  the 
believer  into  as  rich  and  varied  an  assemblage, 
as  do  the  virtues  of  the  sanctuary:  or  that 
while  he  puts  on  those  graces,  which  are  singly 
acceptable  to  God,  he  falls  behind  in  any  of 
those  graces  which  are  both  acceptable  to  God, 
and  approved  of  men.  Every  professing  Chris- 
tian should  vindicate  this  assertion  by  his  own 
personal  history  in  the  world.  He  must  not 
put  aside  his  go^ness  when  he  has  done  with 
the  morning  devotion  of  bis  family ;  but  carry 
it  abroad  with  him,  and  make  it  his  companion 
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lency;  when  he  repairs  to  the  crowded  ex- 
change,  and  pronounces  of  every  bargain  orer 
which  truth  in  all  its  strictness  has  not  presided, 
that  it  is  tainted  and  defiled  by  sin  against 
Grod;  when  he  looks  into  the  shop,  and  in 
listening  to  the  contest  of  argument  between 
him  who  magnifies  the  object  of  sale  and  pur- 
chase, and  him  who  would  diminish  its  worth, 
he  calls  it  the  contest  of  avarice  broken  loose 
fromint^rity.'^ 

Of  ail  such  doings  and  dealings — of  the  de- 
filement of  such  a  spirit,  utterly  repugant  to 
the  glassy  simplicity  of  an  evangelical  con- 
versation, I  would  have  you  ignorant ; — or  when 
it  comes  under  your  notice,  I  would  have  you 
cry,  *  So  will  not  I,  because  of  the  fear  of  God.' 
It  is  not  because  it  is  creditable  before  all 
thinking  men  to  eschew  the  meanness  of  these 
prevailing  evils ;  nor  is  it  merely— however 
deeply  worthy  of  consideration  to  every  dis- 
ciple of  Christ,  that  a  reproach  will  thus  be 
brought  upon  all  who  profess  his  holy  faith, 
that  the  unthinking  and  prejudiced  '  world  ex- 
aggerates the  few  into  the  many,  inverting  the 
process  of  Atonement,  by  laying  the  sins  of  one 

1  Chafanen*  appUcation  of  Chriitiamty  to  the  eommerdal  and 
ordinaiy  a&in  of  life,  pp.  61, 62. 
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Abraham's  provision  of  a  wife  for  isaac. 


GENESIS  XXIV.  2-4. 

And  Abraham  said  unto  his  kldbst  servant  of  his  housz 
that  ruled  over  all  that  he  had,  put,  i  prat  thee, 
thy  hand  under  my  thigh  *.  and  i  will  make  thee  swear 
BY  THE  Lord,  the  Ood  op  heaven,  and  the  God  op  the 

EARTH,  that  THOU  SHALT  NOT  TAKE  A  WIPE  UNTO  MY  SON 
OP  THE  DAUGHTERS  OP  THE  CaNAANITES  AMONG  WHOM  I 
DWELL  :  BUT  THOU  SHALT  GO  INTO  MY  COUNTRY,  AND  TO 
MY    KINDRED,  AND  TAKE  A  WIFE  UNTO  MY  SON   ISAAC. 

The  aged  believer,  as  he  draws  near  to  the 
end  of  his  course,  looks  back  upon  the  past 
with  holy  gratitude,  and  upon  the  future  with 
a  hope  full  of  immortality.  Thus  happily  and 
graciously  minded,  he  awaits  the  ^period  of  his 
dismissal,  with  no  abatement  of  zeal  for  the 
divine  honour,  nor  of  heavenly  love  towards 
those  in  whom  his  best  earthly  affections  have 
been  centred.     Having  himself  lived  the  life  of 
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be  divided  into  two  parts,  and  viewed  accor- 
dingly. 

I.  Some  general  remarks  ttpon  this  holy  ordi- 
nance  of  God. 

Already  had  the  sure  testimony  of  Jehovah 
been  given  in  the  patriarch's  behalf,  (and  one 
of  more  solemn  appeal  to  every  head  of  a  family, 
could  not  have  been  recorded,)  ''  /  know  him, 
that  he  will  command  his  children  and  his  house* 
hold  after  him  ;  and  they  shall  keep  the  way  of 
the  Lordy  to  do  justice  and  judgment,  that  the 
Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraham  that  thing  which 
He  hath  spoken'^  ^  God  will  not  hide  the 
secrets  of  his  love  from  that  man  who  will  not 
conceal  the  ways  of  salvation  from  such  as  are 
placed  under  his  discipline,  authority,  and  in- 
struction. He  shall  be  magnified  of  Jehovah, 
who  would  exalt  Jehovah  in  his  household. 
Nothing  that  an  ever-watchful  care,  a  zealous 
and  affectionate  course  of  teaching,  an  unceas- 
ingly pleading  spirit  of  prayer,  owned,  hon- 
oured, and  blessed  from  above,  could  effect  to 
lead  Isaac  into  the  path  of  spiritual  peace  and 
life  eternal  had  been  withheld.  And  the  end 
was  happy,  in  proportion  as  the  object  and  the 
means  were  holy. 

>  Gen.  ZTiiL  19, 
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Holy  Spirit  hath  transformed  into  the  divine 
likeness,  and  whom  that  Almighty  Sanctifier 
has  overruled  to  seek  and  secure  the  salvation 
that  is  in  Christ  Jesus  with  eternal  glory. 

Uuquestionally  such  worldly  advantages  as 
may  lawfully  occur,  are  not  lightly  to  be  over- 
looked :  for  they  may  enable  the  Christian  to 
glorify  God  by  the  employment  of  more  talents 
in  his  service,  as  well  as  by  the  thankful  enjoy- 
ment of  more  comforts  than  would  otherwise 
have  fallen  to  his  share  in  the  appointments  of 
infinite  wisdom.  But  they  who  seek  first  the 
kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteousness,  will  be 
much  on  their  watchtower  of  prayer  and  cau- 
tion, that  such  advantages  or  the  desire  of 
them,  do  not  ensnare  their  minds,  and  usurp 
the  place  of  the  one  thing  needful.  A  simple 
devotedness  to  God,  under  the  constraining 
love  of  Christ,  should  be  unceasingly  and 
supremely  kept  in  view,  by  every  believer  in  an 
estimate  of  what  is  essential  to  be  found  in  the 
partner  of  his  hopes  and  joys,  his  trials  and 
comforts,  his  desires  and  efibrts  to  glorify  God 
in  his  body  and  in  his  spirit  which  are  God's. 

This  sacred  union,  hallowed  especially  by  its 
mystical  representation  of  the  spiritual  mar- 
riage and  unity  betwixt  Christ  and  his  Church, 
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eagerness  and  anxiety  after  marriages  of  wealth 
or  splendour ;  thus  exhibiting  too  plainly  that 
the  world  which  they  profess  to  have  forsaken, 
has  still  a  fearful  hold  upon  them;  and  that 
where  much  of  their  treasure  is,  there  is  much  of 
their  hearts  also. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Isaac,  in  whose 
behalf  Abraham's  wise  and  holy  design  was 
formed,  had  full  intimation  of  his  father's  pur*- 
pose,  was  of  his  council  in  the  whole  procedure, 
as  it  passed  through  his  mind,  and  fully  con- 
senting to  the  pious  conclusions,  at  which  he 
had  arrived.  Between  such  a  father  and  such 
a  son,  there  must  have  been  an  entire  oneness 
of  thought,  a  harmony  of  mind,  a  mutual  and 
unrestricted  confidence  in  all  things,  and  as- 
suredly not  least  in  a  matter  so  weighty  as  that 
of  Isaac's  marriage.  And  so  it  should  ever  be. 
On  the  one  side,  sons  or  daughters  justly  of- 
fend, if  without  cause  or  wilfully,  they  refuse 
a  parent's  choice.  They  should  endeavour  to 
school  their  hearts  into  obedience  unto  those, 
to  whom  they  owe  themselves.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  parent  shall  not  be  guiltless,  if,  hold- 
ing too  stem  a  hand  of  controul  over  the  fruit 
of  his  body,  he  shall  resolve  violently  to 
force  the  child's  affections  to  his  own  will, — 
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at  the  mercy  of  the  receivers.  As  to  Isaac, — 
I  have  already  said  that  his  full  acquiescence 
and  consent  must  have  been  the  turning  point 
of  this  whole  gracious  and  happily-terminated 
negotiation.  It  is  altogether  impossible  to  ima- 
gine, that  while  the  father  of  the  faithful  com- 
mitted such  ample  powers  for  conducting  it  to  a 
servant,  he  should  not  have  taken  sweet  counsel 
with  his  own  sou  upon  a  matter  so  intimately 
interwoven  with  that  son's  happiness,  and  with 
the  prosperity  of  the  Church  of  God. 

Otherwise  than  this  it  ought  never  to  be  in 
Christian  marriage.  The  free  and  cheerful 
consent  of  parents  and  parties,  makes  the  union 
both  foil  and  happy.  Let  not  the  child  willingly 
contradict  the  wishes  of  his  parents :  let  not 
the  parent  make  his  own  will  the  tyrant's  bed, 
to  which  his  child  must  be  fitted  by  whatever 
torture.  And  if  an  unwise  choice  should  still 
be  made,  as  the  infatuated  parties,  listen  rather 
to  the  voice  of  passion  than  the  voice  of  God, 
then  love  and  pity,  such  as  the  soul  of  Christ 
feels  for  those  who  are  ignorant  and  out  of  the 
way,  should  so  far  intercede  for  the  ofienders, 
that  though  they  may  sufier  for  their  rashness, 
it  may  not  be  to  their  utter  undoing.^ 

>  Bp.  HaU'8  Works,  VIII.  470. 
VOL.   II.  T 


.  ■  '■ 

I      r 


ue  oi  xc 
riage  wa 
ages  of 
tive  ant 
the  wrat 
dience. 
this  Stat 
and  stre 
travail,— 
Christ  i] 
and  glor 
uig,  if  8 
This  clos 
of  piety 
and  the 
center,  £ 
charities 
number  < 
and    moi 


PROVISION   OF   A    WIFE   FOR    ISAAC.      411 

9re  care,  but  less  danger  than  unwedded  life. 
18  more  joyous,  and  more  sad.  It  endures 
>re  burdens;  but  when  undertaken  in  the 
me  and  according  to  the  will  of  God,  it  hath 
pports  which  celibacy  can  never  claim,  (even 
len  Christ  himself  is  equally  the  portion  of 
e  single,)  and  those  very  burdens  are  dellght- 
U  When  two  walk  together,  agreed  in  a 
idous  harmony  of  love,  by  being  members . 

the  same  mystical  body,  united  thus  to  each 
her,  and  to  their  glorious  Head  in  the  commu- 
m  of  saints,  they  are  better  than  one.  They 
ar  each  others  burdens,  and  so  fulfil  the  law 

Christ.  The  toils  of  the  pilgrimage  are 
us  alleviated  and  beguiled.  The  perils  of 
B  conflict,  and  the  hardness  to  be  endured 

both  parties,  as  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ, 
i  thus  diminished.  Each  holds  over  the 
ler,  that  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the 
ord  of  God,  and  that  shield  of  faith,  whereby 
3  believer  is  enabled  to  quench  the  fiery  darts 

the  wicked.  Each  exercises  in  the  other's 
half,  that  fervent  grace  of  an  outpoured  soul 

prayer,  whereunto,  whether  personal  or 
tercessory,  is  linked  the  peace  of  God  which 
sseth    all  understanding.      The  sources  of 

»  Bp.  Taylor's  WorkB,  VoL  I.  p.  706.    Edit  1836. 

T  2 


termeddleth  no 

agitation  in  th 

row,  the  belies 

wife,  have  a  he 

of  the   soul's  t 

and  Bridegrooi 

sanctuary  upor 

of  types  and  s 

liever  saw  his 

redemption  in 

conciliation,    1 

through  the  o 

wise  the  priviL 

divine  union  i 

nificant  emble 

eminence  thai 

and  goodness  ( 

Himself  for  it, 

complete  in  H 


PROVISION   OF   A   WIFE   FOR    ISAAC.      413 

When  the  Apostle  tells  us,  that  **  to  be  carnally 
minded  u  death,  but  to  be  spiritually  minded,  is 
life  and  peace^^ '  we  have  only  to  examine  as 
it  were  one  side  of  the  picture  with  minute  and 
exact  attention.  We  have  only  to  learn,  what 
is  spiritual  mindedness,  and  what  its  happy 
issue  in  the  soul's  life  and  peace.  We  may  then 
almost  at  once  conclude  what  is  its  dark  oppo- 
site, camal-mindedness  ;  and  what  its  tremendous 
consequences  in  the  soul's  eternal  death.  It  is 
even  so  in  marriage.  If  it  be  in  the  Lord,  it 
is  not  only  the  closest  and  tenderest  relation 
which  man  or  woman  can  form;  but  it  is 
amongst  the  best  means  of  grace,  arising  out 
of  the  providential  allotments  of  God.  Nor 
is  there  in  the  all-comprehensive  inventory 
of  the  Christian's  privileges,  one  thing  con- 
nected with  '^  the  world,"  better  calculated  to 
gird  up  the  loins  of  his  mind,  that  he  may  run 
with  patience  the  race  that  is  set  before  him, 
looking  to  Jesus,  as  the  Holy  Ghost  gives 
spiritual  breath  to  his  soul,  and  spiritual  swift- 
ness to  his  feet,  and  spiritual  sight  to  his  faith, 
than  the  holy  state  of  wedded  life.  On  the 
other  hand,  where  passion  or  caprice,  where 

^  Rom.  viii.  6. 
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hath  not  been  taken ;  '*  for  what  communion 
hath  righteousness  with  unrighteousness^  and 
what  fellowship  hath  light  with  darkness  ;  and 
what  concord  hath  Christ  with  Belial^  and  what 
part  hath  he  that  believeth  with  an  infidel,^*  ^ 
And  where,  if  these  things  be  so,  are  the  ele- 
ments of  happiness  in  such  ill-assorted  unions  ? 
Thej  must  be  detrimental  to  personal  religion ; 
which  can  hardly  fail  of  being  chilled  and 
withered  in  an  atmosphere  so  uncongenial. 
The  quarter  whence  the  greatest  good  might  be 
expected,  will  be  precisely  that  whence  the 
greatest  mischief  will  be  sped.  The  very  con- 
nexion which  should  have  provided  the  greatest 
and  most  congenial  help,  will  furnish  forth  the 
most  active  and  unavoidable  hindrance.  And 
instead  of  the  love  of  God  pervading,  the  ser- 
vice of  God  delighting,  and  the  blessing  of  God 
enriching  such  a  family,  there  will  be  their  dark 
and  dismal  opposites.  In  the  brightness  where- 
with carnal  expectancy  fills  and  deludes  the 
eye,  all  these  evils  and  miseries  may  be  unseen, 
unexpected,  deemed  to  be  impossible.  Unbelief 
may  cry,  "  To-morrow  shall  be  as  this  day, 
and  much  more  abundant."     Or  if  some   sus- 

»  2  Cor.  vL  15. 
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become  God's  ministers  to  cleanse  the  land, 
their  hearts  should  be  slack,  their  arms  weak, 
their  swords  blunted  in  that  holy  war.  Or,  if 
the  land  were  to  be  won  by  God's  converting 
grace,  the  means  which  Abraham's  posterity 
might  otherwise  provide  for  effecting  such  a 
happy  change,  must  be  deplorably  weakened, 
if  not  destroyed,  by  the  spread  of  that  idolatry, 
even  among  the  seed  of  the  father  of  the  faith- 
ful. Abraham  therefore,  willingly  interchanged 
civilities  with,  and  exhibited  towards  the 
Hittites  all  the  characters  of  social  intercourse ; 
yet  will  he  not  allow  even  the  bones  of  his  wife 
to  rest  among  them.  How  then  shall  he  per- 
mit the  son  of  his  body,  the  distinguished  heir 
of  God's  promises,  the  depository  of  God's  pure 
and  holy  truth,  to  become  by  marriage  bone  of 
their  bone,  and  flesh  of  their  flesh,  one  body, 
and  too  probably  one  spirit  with  an  idolatress  ? 
If  Abraham's  ear  had  been  open  to  the  calls 
of  worldly  policy — if  Abraham's  heart  had  not 
been  covered  with  the  breastplate  of  righteous- 
ness— ^if  Abraham's  eye  had  been  dazzled  with 
the  wealth  of  Canaan,  it  would  perhaps  have 
been  easy,  as,  upon  the  world's  estimate  of 
good,  it  would  have  been  wise  and  politic,  to 
have  intermarried  Isaac  with  a  daughter  from 
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basing  and  defiling  intermixtures  of  idolatry, 
the  knowledge  of  the  true  God  was  yet  main- 
tainedy  as  we  learn  from  the  chapter  before  us, 
as  well  as  from  other  parts  of  scripture.  Laban 
and  Bethuel  owned,  when  they  heard  the  ser- 
vants' message,  that  the  thing  proceeded  from 
Jehovah ;  and  that  consequently  they  had  no 
independent  power  either  to  confirm  or  con- 
tradict it.  In  after  days,  when  Laban  and 
Jacob  had  ended  their  strife,  the  former  in- 
voked Jehovah  to  watch  between  them ;  and 
called  upon  the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  God 
of  Nahor,  the  common  God  of  their  father,  to 
judge  betwixt  them.  Nahor  had  forsaken 
Chaldean  idolatry,  and  with  Melcha  his  wife 
had  settled  in  Haran,  where  he  worshipped 
Jehovah,  having  probably  accompanied  Abra- 
ham and  Terah  from  Ur  to  Haran,  but  no  fur- 
ther. In  the  same  holy  dread  of  leading  a  be- 
loved child  into  idolatry,  did  it  become  a  grief 
of  mind — a  bitterness  of  spirit  unto  Isaac  and 
Rebekah,  that  Esau  their  first  bom  took  for 
wives  two  daughters  of  the  Hittites.^  In  the 
same  spirit  did  Rebekah  herself  cry  unto  Isaac. 
*^  I  am  weary  of  my  life,  because  of  the  daugh^ 

'  Gen.  xxvi.  34. 
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aim  of  all  who  name  the  name  of  Jesus,  as  their 
Saviour,  their  Portion,  and  their  Joy. 

Abraham  entrusts  this  whole  affair  to.  his 
confidential  servant,  in  order  to  avoid  placing 
in  Isaac's  way  the  temptation  which  might 
await  him  in  Mesopotamia,  whereby  he  might 
be  induced  to  remain  there,  become  the  citizen 
of  another  country,  and  attach  himself  to  that 
family,  of  which  a  scion  should  be  engrafted  on 
himself.  There  might  be,  and  indeed  certainly 
was^  danger  lest  it  shoidd  thus  happen ;  and  he 
who  had  received  the  promises,  was  unwilling 
that  such  peril  should  overtake  his  son.  But 
why  may  not  Isaac  travel  himself  into  Syria  ? 
Why  may  he  not  settle  in  the  land  of  Padan- 
Aram^  if  he  there  find  a  wife,  on  whom  his 
love  may  fix  itself,  and  if  he  may  there  with 
her  enjoy  the  happiness,  for  which  his  father 
desires  to  see  him  married  ?  May  he  not  carry 
a  better,  a  more  pure,  and  therefore  a  more 
befitting  worship  of  Jehovah  thither;  and  with 
it  all  the  blessings  and  mercies  of  that  everlast- 
ing covenant,  ordered  in  all  things  and  sure,  to 
him,  and  to  his  seed  ?  He  may  at  all  events 
wait  there,  until  his  father's  death,  and  then 
return,  to  inherit  the  wealth  wherewith  God 
had  blessed  Abraham,  and  have  that  blessing 
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kind  of  return  thither,  which  he  absolutely  and 
peremptorily  forbade. 

Abraham  by  faith  had  sojourned  in  the  land 
of  promise,  as  in  a  strange  country.  Of  that 
country  he  had  not  received  the  promise,  but 
had  seen  it  afar  off,  and  embraced  it  together 
with  all  God's  gracious  engagements  that  were 
linked  with  it,  especially  the  engagement  of 
transcendent  love,  that  the  world's  Redeemer 
should  arise  from  his  seed,  and  that  Canaan  was 
but  a  type  of  the  everlasting  rest  of  God's  glo- 
rified family.  Canaan  therefore  had  become  to 
him  more  precious  than  all  the  world  beside. 
To  have  turned  his  own  back  upon  it,  or  to 
have  wiUingly  allowed  that  Isaac  should  leave  it, 
would  have  been  nothing  less  than  a  profane 
permission  that  this  child  of  promise  should 
despise  his  spiritual  birthright,  and  make  light 
of  that  **  city  which  hath  foundations,  whose 
Builder  and  Maker  is  God."  The  Canaanites 
were  not  Abraham's  countrymen.  Canaan, 
except  in  Jehovah's  promise,  and  his  own  gra- 
cious adoption  of  it,  was  not  his  own  land.  But 
it  is  the  inheritance  bestowed  upon  him  by  the 
Lord,  and  thither  must  Isaac's  wife  be  brought, 
there  must  Isaac  live,  die,  and  be  buried,  as 
Sarah's  bones  had  been  there  laid  to  rest,  and 
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•3  richesy  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 
[e  had  sold  all  that  he  had,  to  buy  that  field ; 
e  had  gone  out  into  the  place  which  he  should 
(terward  receive  for  an  inheritance,  (the  visible 
ign  for  the  mightier  blessing  signified,)  not 
nowing  whither  he  went.  He  had  found  Him 
rhom  his  soul  loved ;  he  held  Him  therefore, 
nd  woidd  not  let  Him  go.  And  what  Christ, 
nd  Christ's  kingdom,  seen  in  the  typical  mirror 
f  Canaan,  were  to  himself,  it  was  his  duty  to 
rovide,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  that  they  should 
e  to  Isaac :  therefore  he  would  not  let  him  go 
»  jnarry.  and  perhaps  to  abide  in  Haran. 

Would  to  God  that  all  who  profess  the  faith 
f  Christ  crucified  were  in  this,  as  in  other 
latters  like-minded  with  Abraham,  towards 
beir  children,  in  every  plan  for  their  important 
hange  from  single  to  married  life.  If  they  are 
esolved  to  know  nothing,  save  Jesus  Christ  and 
lim  crucified,  as  their  own  hope  and  portion, 
lieir  wealth,  their  blessedness ;  then  they  can 
ive  no  better  proof  of  loving  their  children  as 
beir  own  souls,  than  by  postponing  every  other 
onsideration  to  such  a  connexion  for  life,  as 
lay,  through  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
dvance  their  growth  in  grace,  and  in  the  know- 
?dge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
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o  ourselves,  **  Commit  thy  way  unto  the  Lord^ 
md  He  will  bring  it  to  pass ;  in  all  thy  ways 
icknowledge  Himy  and  He  shall  direct  thy 
laths.'^^  Di£E[cuIties  may  arise,  discourage- 
nents  may  darken  around ;  but  to  the  faithful, 
i  light  ariseth  in  this  darkness,  and  they  see 
jeyond  it.  They  believe,  they  hope,  they 
5njoy,  and  they  glorify  God.  It  is  Jehovah's 
>wn  promise  by  the  Spirit,  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him 
In  perfect  peace,  whose  mind  is  stayed  on  thee, 
because  he  trusted  in  Thee^  ^  Heaven*and  earth 
nay  pass  away,  but  that  word  shall  not  pass 
iway. 
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rded  in  the  choice  of  instruments,  not  less 
L  in  a  selection  of  the  objects  to  be  pursued, 
iich  wise  and  holy  caution  is  taught  us  by 
example  of  Abraham.  The  promised  Seed 
hom  all  nations  of  the  earth  were  to  be 
ted  must  spring  from  Isaac.  A  wife  there- 
must  be  sought  for  him — not  from  any 
ly  amidst  the  dark  and  dismal  idolatries, 
rewith  the  world  was  overspread ;  but  from 
97here  Jehovah  was  known  and  worshipped 
served,  with  whatever  debasing  intermix- 
B  of  superstitious  devotion.  On  this  point, 
aham  is  immoveable  and  peremptory.  The 
of  his  son  must  be  a  believer ;  the  land  of 
oise  must  not  be  forsaken ;  lest  he  should 
ise  his  spiritual  birthright.  If  no  help, 
sfore,  meet  for  Isaac  may  be  found  in  the 
and  house  of  his  kindred,  he  will  leave  the 
;er  with  God.  He  is  assured,  that  although 
lary  means  faU,  a  miracle  shall  vindicate 
le  veracity ;  and  that  Isaac,  whatever  hin- 
ces  may  appear,  shall  no  more  go  childless  to 
prave,  than  himself,  in  whom  all  the  divine 
gements  had  been  fulfilled  to  the  letter. 
lit  the  messenger  employed  to  effect  Abra* 
's  holy  design,  must  be  a  man  after  his  own 
t ;  one  who  will  carry  out  his  principles. 
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relative  obligation  they  may  be  employed. 
Thus  appealed  to,  there  should  be  an  answer 
from  every  heatt,  whom  that  Spirit  addresses, 
"  Speak  Lord,  for  thy  lemant  heareth."^ 

In  prosecuting  this  subject,  I  propose  to 
exhibit.^ 

The  Character  of  Eliezer,  as  a  Pat- 
TBRN  for  Imitation  by  Servants,  ahd  by 
ALL.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  ruler,  whether 
called  in  divine  providence  to  direct  the  affairs, 
and  influence  the  prosperity  of  an  empire,  or  to 
exercise  controul  within  the  more  narrow,  but 
dearer  limits  of  a  house  and  a  family,  to  provide 
that  all  its  members  should  own  the  authority 
of  God,  and  obey  his  will,  under  the  constrain- 
ingmotive  of  the  love  of  Christ.  And  whether 
his  own  deep  and  solemn  responsibilities,  or  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  hia  house,  and  its  circle  of 
domestic  love  be  considered,  the  personal  cha- 
racter of  his  servants  is  of  the  highest  conse- 
quence. His  household  should  be  a  Church  of 
the  living  Qod,  a  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth 
throughout  every  degree  of  rank  which  it  may 
ctmtain ;  just  as  the  life  of  God  should  pervade 
every  member  of  the  Catholic  body  of  Christ's 
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such  high  charge  he  said,  '^  Can  we  find  such  an 
ime  as  this  is,  a  man  in  whom  the  Spirit  of  God 
t#  f  *'  ^  How  much  more  then  does  such  holy 
caution  beseem  those,  who  know  that  **  Except 
the  Lord  build  the  house^  they  labour  in  vain 
that  build  it'*^ — that  if  the  house  be  divided 
against  itself,  and  religion  set  against  irreligion 
within  its  walls,  its  peace  and  spiritual  pros- 
perity cannot  be  maintained.  One  sinner  may 
thus  destroy  much  good !  The  consistent  dedi- 
cation of  a  house  to  God  demands  a  diligent 
search  after  such  as  may  dwell  together,  in  the 
charity  of  their  common  Gospel,  keeping  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. 

The  duty  of  servants  is  neither  to  be  measured 
by  the  splendour  of  the  family,  nor  the  gains  of 
the  place,  but  by  the  order  of  God,  who  requires 
them  "  with  good  will  to  do  service,  as  to  the 
Lard,  and  not  to  men,** '  They  must  seek  from 
the  Fountain  of  good  that  wisdom  from  above, 
whereby  they  may  be  taught  to  regard  their 
station,  not  as  a  hardship,  not  as  a  disgrace,  but 
as  the  post  which  God's  fatherly  love  has  com- 
manded them^to  fiU,  and  where  the  providence 
of  his  appointment  is  linked  with  the  grace  of 
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whence  thou  earnest?  And  Abraham  said  unto 
hiniy  Beware  that  thou  bring  not  my  son  thither 
again."  He  then  expresses  the  full  assurance 
of  a  triumphant  faith,  that  his  covenant  God 
would  send  an  angel  to  help  his  embassy,  and 
provide  a  wife  unto  Isaac  from  his  own  family — 
but  adds,  "  If  the  woman  will  not  be  willing  to 
follow  thee,  then  thou  shalt  be  clear  from  this 
my  oath :  only  bring  not  my  son  thither  again." 
The  mind  of  Eliezer  was  thus  set  at  ease, 
because  the  direction  was  explicit.  He  there- 
fore hesitated  no  longer,  but  sware  to  his  master 
concerning  that  matter ;  and  at  once  resolved 
m  the  strength  of  Almightiness  to  do  his 
mission. 

In  the  performance  of  our  duty,  especially 
the  most  important  and  confidential,  something 
must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  a  servant.  But 
it  is  a  matter  of  wise  and  holy  prudence,  that 
the  direction  sought  should  be  as  explicit  as 
possible.  The  probabilities  of  an  exact  and  con- 
scientious fulfilment  of  the  trust,  in  dependence 
on  a  blessing  from  God  will  thus  be  propor- 
tionately increased,  while  tendencies  to  pride 
and  self-complacency,  are  in  the  same  degree 
diminished. 

Another  instance  of  this  gracious  conscien- 
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charities  of  holy  faith,  one  with  whom  he  may 
look  forward  with  the  eye  of  a  believer's  hope 
upon  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  the  blessed* 
nesa  of  the  Church  in  Him. 

In  the  moming  he  said,  "  Send  me  away 
unto  my  master."  They  would  have  constrained 
him  to  abide  a  few  days — at  the  least  ten ;  but 
he  was  resolute.  He  said  unto  them,  "  Hin* 
der  me  not,  seeing  the  Lord  hath  prospered  my 
way  ;  send  me  away,  that  I  may  go  unto  my 
master."  Here  is  an  instructive  example  to  us 
all,  whether  in  the  duties  wherewith  God  hath 
charged  us  to  make  our  own  calling  and  election 
sure,  or  in  any  other  imaginable  state  and  cir- 
cumstance of  life.  Here  is  conscientiousDess, 
clear,  transparent  conscientiousness,  in  under- 
taking the  office — against  which  the  voice  of 
selfishness  is  not  permitted  a  moment's  plead- 
ing. Instead  of  allowing  a  happy  issue  of  the 
negociation  to  compound  for  a  little  indulgence, 
this  grace  puts  vrings  of  fire  as  it  were  upon  the 
soul  of  Eliezer,  that  he  may  return  and  testify 
of  the  success  wherewith  his  journey  hath  been 
prospered,  to  the  happiness  of  Abraham,  and 
the  glory  of  God.  Whether  we  rule  or  serve, 
whether  we  be  aged  or  infants  in  the  divine 
life,  whether  we  be  stewards  over  the  family  of 
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habits,  and  eojoyments  long  endeared,  to  go 
forth  at  God's  command,  not  knowing  whither 
he  went.  And  now  he  is  blessed  with  a  ser- 
vant willing  to  do  the  same  for  him ;  and  that 
under  the  high  impulse  of  the  same  gracious 
faith.  Here,  as  elsewhere — here,  as  in  every 
imaginable  variety  of  circumstances  and  rela- 
tions, there  is  a  mighty  influence  in  the  power 
of  example.  The  holy  or  the  unbelieving  con- 
duct of  masters  or  mistresses  terminates  not  in 
their  own  good  or  evil :  it  must  become  a  help 
or  a  snare  to  others,  not  less  than  a  blessing  or 
a  curse  to  themselves. 

(2.)  Again.  The  prayerful  tpirit  ofEliezer 
it  recorded  for  our  iiutruction.  There  is 
nothing  of  that  atheistical  independence  of  God, 
nothing  of  that  awful  self-confidence,  which 
would  thrust  the  Most  High  aside  from  hb 
sovereignty  over,  and  supreme  direction  of  all 
things,  whether  the  meanest  or  the  mightiest, 
both  in  heaven  and  earth.  The  devout  ser- 
vant had  no  sooner  accomplished  his  journey  to 
the  city  of  Nahor,  and  placed  his  weary  camels 
in  the  posture  of  repose,  than  we  hear  him 
pleading  with  God,  as  doubtless  he  had  done 
throughout  the  way,  "  O  Iiord  God  of  my 
master   Abraham,  I   pray  Thee,  send  me  good 
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brought  ity  as  heard  and  answered  in  heaven,  to 
its  blessed  issue.  And  were  the  same  gracious 
consent  and  sympathy  universal — were  there  a 
meeting  of  the  souls  of  those  who  send,  and  of 
those  who  are  sent,  at  the  throne  of  grace — did 
both  parties  continue  in  prayer  for  each  other, 
and  watch  in  the  same,  with  thanksgiving,  the 
windows  of  heaven  would  be  opened,  and  the 
hand  of  God  would  pour  down  a  blessing  upon 
every  house,  so  that  there  should  not  be  room 
to  receive  it.  If  Paul  may  plant,  and  ApoUos 
water,  but  God  alone  give  the  increase ;  how 
shall  the  master  expect,  how  shall  the  servant 
anticipate  good,  when  neither  pray — while  a 
careless  command  is  an  insult  to  the  Most  High, 
and  a  prayerless  endeavour  to  execute  it  equally 
revolting  to  his  honour  ?  However  ingeniously 
we  may  presume  ourselves  to  have  adapted  the 
means  to  the  end,  there  is  no  connecting  link 
between  them  for  a  happy  issue,  except  it  be  a 
prayerful  dependence  upon  the  wise  and  gra- 
cious sovereignty  of  our  covenant  God. 

Look  into  the  history  !  Behold,  how  greatly 
prayer  is  owned,  and  honoured,  and  heard  and 
answered  of  God !  *^  It  came  to  pass,  that 
before  he  had  done  speaking,  Rebekah  came 
out,**    with  her    pitcher  upon  her  shoulder. 
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well  of  water ;  and  the  daughters  of  the  men 
of  the  city  come  out  to  draw  water :  and  let 
it  come  to  pass,  that  the  damsel  to  whom  I 
shall  say^  Let  down  thy  pitcher  I  pray  thee, 
that  I  may  drink;  and  she  shall  say,  drink, 
and  I  will  give  thy  camels  drink  also ;  let  the 
same  be  she  that  thou  hast  appointed  for  thy 
servant  Isaac ;  and  whereby  I  shall  know  that 
thou  hast  shewed  kindness  to  my  master  ?  " 
If  it  be  answered,  that  before  he  had  done 
speaking,  Rebekah  came  out  of  the  city,  and 
fulfilled  to  the  very  letter  the  sign  which  he  had 
ventured  to  beg  from  God,  thus  justifying  his 
procedure,  the  objection  might  still  be  urged, 
that  prayer  may  be  apparently  answered,  and 
yet  be  displeasing  to  the  Most  High.  True  : 
but  some  sign  appeared  almost  needful,  in  the 
utter  inability  of  Eliezer  to  know  how  his 
steps  must  be  guided.  Thus  Moses  found  his 
rod  changed  into  a  serpent,  in  proof  that  his 
mission  was  divine,  and  his  success  infallible. 
Thus  Gideon  besought  a  double  sign,  that  the 
fleece  should  be  wetted  with  the  dews  of 
heaven,  while  the  earth  around  it  was  dry ; 
and  again  that  it  should  remain  unwatered, 
while  moisture  fell  on  every  side  of  it.  Thus 
graciously  did  Almighty  God  permit  to  Heze- 
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of  God  with  infallible  certaiDty, — a  record  not 
to  be  consulted  by  lot,  or  by  superstitious  ap- 
plication of  any  single  passage  that  suddenly 
meets  the  eye :  but  by  its  own  full  and  blessed 
general  meaning,  testifying  of  the  mind  of  God, 
applicable  to  every  situation  in  which  we  can 
be  placed,  and  resolving  every  difficulty  whereby 
we  can  be  harassed.  Our  heavenly  Father  in- 
deed, often  calls  us  to  regard  the  leadings  of 
his  providence,  attending  our  way,  as  the 
eastern  star  led  the  wise  men  to  the  Epiphany 
of  the  incarnate  God.  But  the  believer's  surest 
guide  is  that  spiritual  sun,  which  shines  in  the 
word  of  God,  like  the  pillar  of  fire  to  the 
heritage  of  God  in  the  wilderness.  And  by 
that  word,  should  every  apparent  providential 
direction  be  tested,  that  we  may  know  whether 
there  b  safety  in  following  it. 

(3.)  The  holy  thankfulneu  of  Eliezer  must 
not  bepagted  over  m  tiience. 

Hb  prayer  had  entered  with  acceptance  into 
the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  God  indeed, 
had  done  for  him  exceeding  abundantly,  above 
all  that  he  could  ask  or  think.  Rebekah's 
ready  kindness  had  realized  the  secret  wishes  of 
his  heart,  and  its  silent  aspirations  of  prayer  to 
God.     He  bad  found  her  moreover,  to  be  of 
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taught  them  that  song  of  gratitude  and  praise, 
which  shall  mingle  its  sweetness  with  the  song 
of  the  Lamb,  to  be  sung  by  the  redeemed  and 
sanctified  of  God  for  ever.  A  stronger  confi- 
dence in  God  for  the  future  will  be  produced 
upon  the  mind,  by  a  spirit  of  praise  and  thank- 
fulness. He  is  the  happy  man,  who  can  store 
up  the  covenant  mercies  .of  God  in  his  memory; 
feed  his  faith  with  thoughts  of  what  hath  been 
already  done  for  him,  and  thence  argue  himself 
into  a  full  and  happy  persuasion  of  all  future 
mercies,  of  which  he  may  stand  in  need,  linked 
as  all  are  to  each  other,  and  to  God's  everlast- 
ing purpose,  in  the  immoveable  stability  of 
his  gracious  covenant.  He  can  thank  God  and 
take  courage.  "  Thou  hast  delivered  my  soul 
from  deathj  wilt  Thou  not  deliver  my  feet  from 
falling^  that  I  may  walk  before  God  in  the 
landof  the  living  ?  "  ^  '*  The  Lord  that  delivered 
me  out  of  the  paw  of  the  Uon^  and  out  of  the 
paw  of  the  bear^  He  will  deliver  me  out  of  the 
hand  of  this  Philistine^  ^ 

Again,  when  Abraham's  servant  received  the 
consent  of  Bethuel  and  Laban  to  his  suit  for 
Rebekah — ^when  they  said,  "  The  thing  pro- 

'PnlmlTilS.  '  1  Suu  xvii.  37. 
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and  ground  of  thankfulness  in  that  eternal 
redemption  which  we  have  in  the  blood  of  Jesus. 
We  rejoice  and  bless  God,  for  ordinary  provi- 
dencessuccessfullj  overruled,  unless  we  are  living 
without  Him  in  the  world.  How  earnestly  then 
should  we  bless  his  holy  Name,  how  loud  should 
be  the  song,  how  deep  the  soul's  thankfulness, 
for  those  promised  and  purchased  mercies  con- 
nected with  salvation  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
in  the  person,  and  finished  mediation  of  Jesus 
Christ !  Well  may  it  possess  our  thoughts,  and 
fill  our  minds.  **  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul, 
and  all  that  is  within  me,  bless  his  holy  name»^  *' 
The  grace  of  God  is  confined  to  no  external 
situation  of  life.  It  gilds  and  beautifies  the 
lowliest,  as  brightly  as  the  loftiest  stations 
which  can  be  occupied  by  the  children  of  God. 
Gracious  conscientiousness,  fervent  prayer, 
adoring  praise  for  temporal  and  spiritual  mer- 
cies, all  freely  given,  and  the  latter  eternally 
secured  in  Christ  Jesus,  where  they  meet  in 
those  who  govern,  and  in  those  who  serve,  are  a 
threefold  cord  of  common  blessings  that  cannot 
easily  be  broken.  The  son  of  peace  dwells  in 
that  house,  his  peace  shall  rest  upon  it:  and 

'  Paahn  dii.  1. 
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she  said,  I  will  go."  They  dismissed  her  with  a 
Uessing :  she  took  that  blessing  with  her  firom 
her  £Etther's  house,  and  brought  it  into  Isaac's 
tent.  There  it  abode  with  her,  and  made  her  a 
treasure  of  happiness  to  her  husband,  and  all 
that  he  had.  The  journey  homewards  was  no 
less  prosperous  than  that  of  Eliezer  into  Meso- 
potamia. Hope  had  been  fulfilled ;  faith  had 
now  become  vision  ;  prayer  had  been  answered ; 
and  praise  had  been  given. 

Isaac  was  gone  forth  to  meditate  in  the  field 
at  eventide,  or  as  the  margin  tells  us  to  seek 
God  in  prayer — to  pour  out  his  soul  in  that 
deep  silence,  in  that  calm  and  still  repose  which 
needs  not  language  whereby  to  commune  with 
God.  He  was  realizing  God's  presence  within 
the  depths  of  the  heart,  holding  happy  fellowship 
there  with  Him  in  a  quiet  enjoyment  of  his  love, 
and  committing  himself  to  his  fatherly  tenderness 
with  a  confidence  of  dependence  that  kept  him 
in  perfect  peace,  amidst  all  causes  of  anxiety  and 
uncertainty.  While  thus  meditating  in  the 
cool  of  the  day,  Isaac  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and 
saw,  and  behold,  the  camels  were  coming. 
This  was  the  crisis  of  his  life,  the  turning  point 
of  his  happiness  or  sorrow.  It  came  upon  him 
in  the  best  of  all  possible  attitudes  and  employ- 
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Rcbekali  w(?re  of  one  mind,  lived  in  peace,  and 
the  God  of  love  and  peace  was  with  them. 

The  subject  thus  considered  calls  upon  me  to 
address  a  word 

I.  To  Masters f  and  Heads  of  Families. 

Unto  what  source  shall  we  trace  the  holy, 
prayerfuly  zealous,  self-devoted,  conscientious 
behaviour  of  Eliezer  in  this  whole  matter  ?  We 
hear  not  of  any  especial  means  of  grace,  or  mani- 
festations of  God  given  to  him  before  he  imder- 
took  his  momentous  errand.  He  had  doubtless 
profited,  as  God  the  Holy  Spirit  enabled  him, 
by  the  faithfulness  of  Abraham's  instruction, 
the  constancy  of  Abraham's  family  sacrifice, 
and  the  holy  consistency  of  Abraham's  daily 
walk.  And  next  to  the  claims  of  parental  love, 
—inferior  only  to  the  calls  of  kindred  upon  our 
affection,  are  those  appeals  to  our  consciences, 
enlightened,  converted,  sanctified  by  the  Spirit 
of  Grod,  which  the  domestics  of  our  families  are 
warranted  to  make  for  consistent  Christian 
kindness  and  zeal  in  their  behalf.  They  should 
be  treated  with  the  gentleness  and  condescen- 
sion of  a  love,  enkindled  by  the  love  of  Christ 
Jesus  towards  ourselves.  They  should  be 
r^^rded,  not  as  those  who  are  bom  to  be  the 
vassals  of  our  will,  but  as  those  who  bear  a  yoke 


I 
.  I 


1   • 

9 


.■  i    • 


I 
• 


ctiasea  iruu 
infinitely  pn 
of  a  family  i 
are  embrace 
its  circle,— 
piness,  and 
of  that  bett 
distinctions 

ever. 
II.  ToS 
While  I 
Abraham's 
his  goody  ^ 
Let  this  ] 
Abraham's 
Isaac's  ha; 
trary.  W 
for  all  that 
And  could 


Abraham's  faithful  servant.      455 

had  thus  been  honoured  of  God  to  promote  the 
happiness  of  his  earthly  Master,  and  the  good 
of  the  Church  ?  Imitate  his  example  in  your 
humble  spheres  of  duty.  Employ  your  single 
talent  for  the  glory  of  Him,  whose  you  are,  and 
whom  you  ought  to  serve.  So  shall  those  among 
whom  you  live  bless  the  love  of  the  Lord  of  all, 
in  sending  you  to  them,  and  glorify  God  in  you. 
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to  speak  a  language  which  was  never  contem- 
plated by  the  mind  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The 
wholesome  current  of  truth  and  mercy  is  thus 
polluted  by  human  admixtures.  When  readers 
are  more  willing  to  bring  a  sense  to  the  Scrip- 
turesy  than  to  receive  one  from  them,  they  sub- 
stitute the  broken  cisterns  of  their  own  un- 
authorized device,  for  those  wells  of  salvation, 
out  of  which  more  simple-hearted  students  draw 
the  water  of  life  with  joy  and  gladness.  Their 
practice  serves  not  to  illustrate,  but  to  darken 
and  discredit  the  mysteries  of  God.  The 
Church  has  suffered  to  a  painful  extent  by  the 
unbridled  licence  of  what  is  commonly  called 
spiritual  interpretation. 

We  would  not  venture  therefore,  after  the 
manner  of  some  expositors,  to  affirm,  that  the 
mission  of  Abraham's  servant  to  provide  a  wife 
for  Isaac,  is  to  be  decidedly  regarded  as  an 
allegory  of  the  ministerial  office — Eliezer  him- 
self being  the  unequivocal  representative  of  the 
ambassador  of  Christ.  Nor  would  we  assert, 
that  the  marriage  of  the  heir  of  promise  with 
Rebekah,  is  absolutely  typical  of  that  near  and 
endearing  espousal,  whereby  the  Incarnate 
Word  hath  betrothed  the  Church  of  believers, 
and  every  member  within  its  pale  of  salvation 
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that  of  marriage ;  which  links  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  husband  and  wife  in  bonds  of  such 
supreme  and  mysterious  tenderness. 

(1.)  To  effect  this  counsel  of  stupendous  love, 
to  save  sinnersy  advance  our  humanity  to  the 
highest  possible  excellence,  and  glorify  his  Son, 
as  the  Head  and  Husband  of  his  Church,  a 
ministry  of  the  word  is  appointed  of  God,  A 
message  of  reconciliation,  and  overtures  of 
spiritual  imion  are  committed  to  a  body  of  men : 
and  upon  them  rests  the  solemn  responsibility 
of  fulfilling  the  mind  of  God  in  this  matter,  so 
fiur  forth  as  rests  with  human  agency.  "  Let  a 
man  therefore  so  account  of  us,  as  of  the  minis- 
ters of  Christ,  and  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of 
GodJ*  *  We  have  entered  into  the  most  solemn 
▼OW3  and  obligations  to  give  ourselves  wholly 
unto  this  office,  whereunto  it  hath  pleased  God 
to  call  us.  The  oath  of  Eliezer,  exacted  firom 
him  by  Abraham,  was  not  more  straitly  bind- 
ing upon  his  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God, 
than  is  the  sacred  engagement  of  his  ministers 
to  fulfil  their  high  and  awfiil  undertaking  to- 
wards the  parties  with  whom  they  have  to  do, — 
God  the  Father  who  sends  them ;  God  the  Son, 
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coDunission  names  no  person  in  particular.  We 
are  sent  upon  a  comprehensive  errand^  to  seek 
among  you  a  Bride  for  the  Saviour ;  to  tell 
our  message  universally^  within  the  scope  and 
sphere  of  its  extent ;  to  proclaim  the  love  of 
God,  and  the  glory  of  Christ,  to  all  without 
exception.  We  must  draw  the  bow  at  a  ven- 
ture ;  while  God,  according  to  his  secret  and 
supreme  prerogative,  directs  the  arrow  of  con- 
viction and  persuasion  between  the  joints  of 
the  harness,  pierces  the  heart,  subdues  it  with 
love,  and  overrules  its  affections,  to  seek,  and 
be  possessed  by  the  Saviour.  We  go  forth 
therefore,  in  much  outward  uncertainty,  like 
Abraham's  steward,  not  knowing  who  shall  be- 
lieve our  report,  or  imto  whom  the  arm  of  the 
Lord  shall  be  revealed.  But  we  trust  (and 
except  in  this  confidence  God's  messengers  can 
have  no  comfort)  that  He  who,  having  com- 
manded Philip  the  Deacon  into  the  wilderness, 
brought  the  Eunuch  of  Ethiopia  to  hear  at  his 
lips  the  words  of  eternal  life  in  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus,  will  lead  us,  we  being  in  the  way  of  his 
appointment,  to  the  house  of  our  master's 
brethren ;  and  by  the  almighty  persuasion  of 
his  grace,  will  enable  us  to  succeed  in  his  cause. 
(3.)  Eliezer  had  no  commission  beyond  that 
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to  her  soul's  increasing  likeness  to  Him  in 
holiness* 

Abraham's  £uthful  servant  loved  Rebekah 
for  Isaac's  sake.  He  set  his  heart  upon  her, 
that  she  might  be  Isaac's  vdfe.  For  this  end 
he  rejoiced  over  her;  for  this  end  he  sought 
her,  and  obtained  her.  During  a  little  season, 
and  in  an  inferior  sense,  she  v^as  united  to  him ; 
but  only  as  a  fellow-traveller,  that  by  him  she 
might  be  brought  unto  his  distinguished  master, 
in  the  land  of  Canaan.  All  the  tender  care 
which  a  minister  takes  of  those  to  whom  he  is 
sent  as  a  kind  of  spiritual  husband,  to  provide 
for  them,  to  lead  and  guide  them,  to  comfort 
and  sustain  them,  to  instruct  and  prepare  them, 
is  not  on  his  own  behalf,  l)ut  on  behalf  of  that 
adorable  Bridegroom  whose  be  is,  and  whom,  he 
serves.  When  he  has  brought  a  soul  to  Him, 
and  hears  the  Bridegroom's  voice  of  welcome  in 
his  heart  by  faith,  his  joy  is  fulfilled.^ 

Accordingly  we  never  find  Eliezer  magnifying 
himself,  his  authority  in  Abraham's  house,  nor 
dignity  in  his  family :  but  in  deep  simplicity, 
merely  affirming  himself  to  be  Abraham's  ser- 
vant; exalting  his  master's  greatness  and  hon- 
our, and  Isaac's  glory  as  Abraham's  imiversal 

'  President  Edwards'  Works,  yiii.  42. 
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strength  should  be  made  perfect  in  our  weak- 
ness ;  that  the  excellency  of  the  power  should 
be  of  God,  and  not  of  us ;  that  the  earthen  ves- 
sel should  occupy  no  portion  of  your  regard  ;  or 
at  least  should  not  divide  that  regard  with  t^e 
treasure  which  it  contains. 

(4.)  Prayer  is  Eliezer's  refuge  and  solace  in 
this  important  and  difficult  enterprize. 

Before  he  opened  his  commission^  he  betook 
himself  in  supplication  to  the  ever-ready  ear  of 
his  covenant  Jehovah.  "  O  Lord  God  of  my 
master  Abraham,  I  pray  thee  send  me  good 
speed  this  day,  and  shew  kindness  to  my  master 
Abraham."  And  what  shall  be  the  hope,  and 
stay,  and  encouragement  of  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  in  his  important  work  ?  Who  is  suffi- 
cient for  the  things  whereunto  he  is  sent,  and 
for  the  mighty  interests  which  he  is  commis- 
sioned to  advance  and  secure  ?  The  high  and 
lofty  One  that  inhabiteth  eternity,  whose  name 
is  holy,  has  bound  upon  him  the  duty  of  win- 
ning souls  to  Christ.  Jesus  Himself,  the  First- 
bom  and  Head  of  the  whole  family  of  God ; 
Jesus,  his  sole  hope  of  blessedness,  and  the 
Church's  sole  expectancy;  Jesus,  in  all  the 
power  of  his  claim  upon  the  hearts  of  men, 
established  by  the  wonders  of  atoning  love,  hath 
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touch  the  gToand.  The  great  adversary  of 
men's  salTation,  and,  therefore,  of  Christ's  min- 
ister, could  never  succeed  against  the  rigour 
and  life  <^  pastoral  love,  zeal,  and  effort,  luiless 
he  prevailed  to  hinder  the  shepherd's  access  to 
God  in  prayer,  and  thus  robbed  him  of  the 
power  of  saying,  "  I  can  do  all  thingi  through 
Chrut  who  ttrengtheneth  tae."^  A  prayerless 
minister,  as  he  con  never  truly  desire,  so  be  can 
never  reasonably  hope  to  win  souls  to  God,  and 
bring  the  bride,  in  search  of  whom  he  is  sent,  tu 
Christ. 

(5.)  There  it  a  devotedneu  in  the  conduct  uf 
EUezer,  well  befitting  the  ambastadorg  of  the 
Saviour,  in  their  all-important  charge.  He 
would  not  eat,  he  would  not  drink,  until  he  had 
delivered  bis  message.  And  when  it  was  hap- 
pily accomplished,  he  refused  to  rest  in  the 
house  of  Bethuel,  beyond  the  night  which  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  repose  after  past  fatigue, 
and  preparation  for  the  journey  yet  before  him. 
Herein  he  hatb  left  us  an  example,  that  we 
should  follow  his  steps.  The  watchman  of  souls, 
the  commissioned  servant  of  our  Almighty 
Father,  must  not  hope  that  his  heart  is  right, 
that  he  hath  a  conscience  void  of  offence,  that 
■  PhiLir.  13. 
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had  done  all  that  in  him  lay,  according  to  his 
bounden  duty,  to  bring  all  such  as  should  be 
committed  to  his  charge,  imto  that  agreement 
in  the  faith  and  knowledge  of  God,  and  to  that 
ripeness  and  perfectness  of  age  in  Christ,  that 
there  be  no  place  left,  either  for  error  in  reli- 
gion, or  for  viciousness  in  life.^  ''  It  is  re- 
quired in  stewards  that  a  man  be  found  faith- 
ful.*'* Diligence  in  duty  is  an  especial  part  of 
that  fidelity.  ''  Necessity  is  laid  upon  us^  yea 
woe  unto  us  if  we  preach  not  the  Gospel,** '  Woe 
unto  us,  if  the  toys  and  trifles  of  worldly  allure- 
ment turn  our  thoughts  from  this  great  work ; 
or,  if  carnal  pursidts,  pleasures,  studies,  occupy 
our  minds  and  our  moments,  while  the  glory  of 
the  Saviour  committed  to  our  trust,  and  the 
everlasting  interest  of  men's  souls,  to  be  made 
good  only  as  they  are  brought  in  faith  to  the 
Lamb  of  God,  are  overlooked  and  neglected. 

(6.)  Abraham's  steward  took  jewels  and 
gifts  of  his  master's  goods ^  and  put  them  upon 
Rebekah ;  and  gave  of  them  to  her  kindred, 
and  spake  of  all  the  glory  of  his  master's  son. 
He  so  prevailed,  that  the  damsel  was  given 
into  his  hand ;  and  her  own  heart  yearned  to 

*  Form  and  Manner  of  Ordaining  of  Prieita. 
•  1  Cor.  iv.  2.  •  Ibid.  ix.  16. 
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which  it  can  aspire,  no  hope  which  it  can  en- 
tertain, DO  hleasedness  which  it  can  possess,  no 
pardon  by  which  it  can  be  restoted  to  God's 
&vour»  DO  righteousness  in  which  it  can  claim 
his  love,  no  adoption  in  which  it  can  be  in- 
stated, no  grace  which  it  can  possess,  no  glory 
which  it  can  attain,  that  is  not  treasured  up 
in  Pim  ?  *'  It  halk  pleated  the  Father  that  in 
Him  thould  all  fulneit  dwell."  ^  Yes,  there 
are  unsearchable  riches  in  Christ.  We  can 
only  exhibit  minute  and  scanty  portions  of 
them,  dimly  seen  with  our  eyes,  and  imper- 
fectly gathered  with  our  hands  :  but  what  we 
can  shew,  and  what  we  are  enabled  to  describe, 
must  not  be  hidden.  "  Ye  shall  tell  my  father" 
said  Joseph,  "  of  all  my  glory  in  Egypt,  and 
of  all  that  ye  have  teen,  and  ye  shall  haste 
and  bring  down  my  father  hither.  And  ye  shall 
tay,  Thus  saith  thy  son  Joseph,  God  hath  made 
me  lord  of  all  Egypt,  come  down  unto  me, 
tarry  not,"'  Our  errand  to  you,  on  the  part 
of  our  divine  Sender,  is  of  the  same  gracious 
import. 

We  can  exhibit  indeed  only,  as  I  said,   a 
minute  fraction  of  our  Redeemer's  wealth,  and 
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had  been  dear  in  the  land  of  her  birth,  the  ser- 
vant was  to  be  freed  from  hit  oath.  Itaac  was 
not  to  leave  Canaan ;  and  a  wife  mutt  be  taught 
for  him  elsewhere.  Even  thus  It  must  be  with 
the  spiritual  Bride  of  Jesus  Christ,  He  will 
give  you  no  authority  to  hope,  nor  us  permis- 
sion to  declare,  that  He  will  come  and  join  you 
in  marriage  with  Himself,  and  dwell  with  yon 
in  the  land  of  nature  and  of  sin.  You  cannot 
be  engrafted  upon  Him,  without  being  separ- 
ated, and  that  for  ever,  from  your  original 
stock.  You  must  be  dead  to  the  law,  that  you 
may  be  married  to  another,  even  to  Christ ; 
and  so  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God.  For  this 
cause,  shall  a  man  leave  his  father  and  his 
mother,  and  shall  cleave  unto  his  wife,  and 
they  twain  shall  be  one  flesh.  The  mystery  of 
which  the  Apostle  speaks,  is  the  gracious  and 
mystical  union  between  Christ  and  his  Church. 
"Hearken,  0  daughter,  and  coruider;  incUne 
thine  ear  ,•  forget  also  thine  otpn  people,  and 
thy  fathers  houte :  to  shall  the  King  greatly 
detire  thy  beauty,  for  He  it  thy  Lord,  and  wor- 
thip  thou  Him." ' 

Abraham  did  not  more  peremptorily  forsake 
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"  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  Thee,  and  there 
it  none  upon  earth  that  I  detire  in  corapariton 
of  Thee''  *  If  you  will  not  accompany  us  to 
the  waiting  Bridegroom,  and  to  the  land  of 
promiae,  we  shall  be  free  from  the  tow  where- 
with our  consciences  are  bound,  and  we  can 
only  mourn  over  your  delusion. 

Advise  then,  and  see  what  answer  we  shall 
return  to  Him  who  sent  us.  Will  you  receive 
our  message ;  will  you  credit  our  embassy ; 
will  you  allow  us  to  conduct  you  into  the  glori* 
ous  presence  of  the  Bridegroom ;  to  the  con- 
summate joys  of  your  marriage  with  the  Lamb 
of  God  ?  Will  you  permit  us  to  espouse  you 
in  the  name,  and  present  you  to  the  love  of 
Christ?  He  will  not  be  satisfied  with  a  divided 
heart.  "  Yov.  must  lay  aside  every  weight,  and 
the  tin  that  doth  most  eanly  beset  you;  and 
look  unto  Jesus," '  as  repaying  the  sacrifice  a 
thousand  fold.  You  can  have  no  higher  inte- 
rest; for  you  will  be  complete  in  Him.  You 
can  have  no  greater  happiness  ;  for  bridegroom 
never  rejoiced  over  bride,  as  the  Lord  your 
God  will  rejoice  over  you.  You  can  have  no 
duty  more  pressing;  for  "  ye  are  not  your  own 

'  Pialm  Ixxiii.  25.  '  Heb.  xii.,  2. 
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through  my  comelinett,  which  I  put  upon  thee, 
taitk  the  Lord  God."  "  The  Saviour  is  made 
of  God  unto  every  one  that  believeth,  untdom 
and  righteoutneti,  and  sanctijication  andredemp- 
tion." '  Will  you  then  go  with  us,  and  dwell  with 
Him?  Hear  his  gracious  assurance, — "All 
that  I  have  is  thine."  '  Christ  descended  from 
his  Father's  bosom,  and  contracted  his  divinity 
with  flesh  and  blood,  and  married  your  nature, 
that  you  might  become  his  Bride,  to  be  cleansed 
with  his  blood,  to  have  his  Holy  Spirit  for  a 
dowry,  and  his  kingdom  of  eternal  happiness 
for  a  jointure.  "jIU  things  are  yours,  whether 
Paul  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world,  or 
life  or  death,  or  things  present,  or  things  to 
come,  all  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Christ's,  and 
Christ  is  God's:"*  "And  eye  hath  not  seen, 
nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into  the 
heart  of  man  the  things  which  God  hath  pre- 
pared for  them  that  love  Him."* 

Nothing  is  said  of  Rebekah's  portion.  She 
had  little  probably  beside  herself;  and  Isaac 
sought  no  more.  And  to  every  individual, 
whose  love,  by  us,  the  Great  Bridegroom  of  the 
Church  condescends   to   ask,  doth  He  cry,  as 

I  1  Cor.  i.  30.  •  Luke  if.  31. 
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that  becomes  the  new  believer,  when  brought 
near  to  Christ,  and  first  admitted,  as  it  were, 
to  personal  fellowship  with  Him,  as  the  Lord 
and  Disposer  of  body  and  spirit  to  his  own  use 
and  service.  "  /  have  heard  of  Thee  by  the 
hearing  of  the  ear,  hut  now  mine  eye  seeth 
Thee  ;  therefore  I  repent,  and  abhor  myself  in 
dust  and  ashesJ*^  ^  It  must  have  been  a  most 
welcome  consummation  to  Eliezer,  when  he 
saw  Rebekah  alight  from  her  camel  and  do  this 
reverence  to  Isaac,  as  a  pledge  of  her  future 
obedience  and  submission.  And  glad  and 
grateful  should  it  make  the  heart  of  a  steward 
of  God,  when  the  Bride,  whom  he  hath  brought 
to  Christ,  feels  deep  self-abasement,  in  a  view 
of  his  surpassing  glory;  compares  his  conde- 
scending love  with  her  own  unworthiness  ;  and 
cries  ^'  Lord,  what  is  man  that  Thou  art  mindful 
of  him,  and  the  son  of  man  that  Thou  visitest 
him  ?  "  *  "  The  sacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken 
spirit ;  a  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  O  God, 
Thou  wilt  not  despise.^' '  ''  Blessed  are  the 
poor  in  spirit,  for  t,heir*s  is  the  kingdom  of 
Godr* 
(4.)   We  cannot  doubt  that  Isaac's  heart  had 

'  Job  xliL  5.  '  Psalm  viii.  4. 
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you  witliin  the  arms  of  an  everlasting  affection. 
Should  not  a  persuasion  so  endearing,  quicken 
your  zeal,  animate  your  love,  prompt  your 
decision,  and  put  wings  upon  your  desire  to  be 
joined  to  the  Lord  in  one  spirit,  and  to  be  his 
for  ever  ? 

(5.)  Jtaac  brought  Rebekah  into  his  mother's 
tent,  and  took  her,  and  the  became  his  wife,  and 
he  loved  her.  Me  was  comforted  after  his  mo- 
i/ter't  death,  and  she  was  the  soiacc  of  his  life.' 
If  the  parallel  hath  been  hitherto  complete,  it 
will  not  fail  at  last.  The  happiness  of  commu- 
nion between  Isaac  and  Rebekah  is, — compared 
to  that  which  springs  from  the  holy  fellowship 
between  the  Saviour  and  those  who  walk  with 
Him  in  the  light  and  bliss  of  salvation, — as  the 
earliest  gleam  of  twilight,  to  the  brightness  of 
the  noontide  sun.  As  the  bridegroom,  O  be- 
liever, rejoiceth  over  the  bride,  so  shall  thy 
God  rejoice  over  tliee.  When  Adam  spake  of 
Eve  there  was  much  meaning  in  the  mode  of 
his  expression — "  The  woman  whom  Thou 
gavest  to  be  laith  me,"  and  not  merely  whom 
Thou  gavest  unto  me.  She  vras  not  only  a 
possession,  but  a  companion.     Such  is  the  rela- 
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altt^ether  lovely.  Surely  every  throb  of  your 
hearts  should  be  in  unison  with  his  own  decla- 
ration, "  Thou  shall  not  he  for  another  man,  so 
will  I  also  be  for  thee." ' 

And  now,  "Ifye  mill  deal  kindly  and  truly 
with  my  Master,  tell  me;  and  if  not,  tell  me; 
(hat  I  may  turn  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the 
left."  Will  ye  betroth  yourselves  to  the  Son 
of  God,  on  whose  behalf  I  come ;  or  must  I 
await,  in  God's  good  time,  others,  who  will 
hear  the  message,  and  allow  me  to  bring  them 
unto  the  Saviour's  home  and  heart,  to  be  num- 
bered among  his  saints  for  glory  everlasting? 
The  servant  told  Isaac  all  things  that  he  had 
done ;  but  he  brought  Kebekah,  as  the  best 
evidence  of  success  in  his  mission.  0  thou 
Eternal  God,  on  whose  errand  of  life  we  come 
to  this  family,  beseeching  them  in  Christ's 
stead,  to  be  reconciled  to  Thee,  and  united  to 
Him,  grant  us  the  same  happy  results  in  bring- 
ing  them  effectually  to  Thee  ;  that  when  we 
shall  appear  in  the  presence  of  Christ,  many 
who  are  now  our  hope  may  be  our  crown  of 
rejoicing ! 

>  Houa  iii.  3.    Gen.  uir.  49. 
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intercourse ;  and  I  trust  tliat  in  the  course  of 
my  fellowship  with  it,  some  better  acquaintance 
with  the  mind  of  God  has  been  vouchsafed  to 
me.  More  spiritual  improvement  would  assu- 
redly have  been  derived  to  my  own  heart,  in  a 
deeper  knowledge  of  divine  dealing,  a  greater 
sense  of  divine  love,  and  a  better  appreciation 
of  faith,  as  the  shield  of  the  believer's  left  hand, 
while  his  right  holds  the  sword  of  the  Spirit, 
which  is  the  word  of  God,  if  the  matter  had 
been  more  powerfully,  because  more  prayerfully 
applied  to  my  own  conscience.  How  it  has 
fared  in  this  all-important  regard  with  you,  can 
be  known  only  to  Him,  whose  prerogative  it  is 
to  search  the  heart,  and  to  yourselves.  '  If 
however,'  (to  apply  the  language  of  Bishop 
Home,  concerning  a  work  of  far  different  pre- 
tensions,) '  I  could  flatter  myself  that  any  one 
had  Uken  half  the  pleasure  in  hearing  the  life 
of  Abraham,  that  1  have  taken  in  writing  it,  I 
should  not  fear  the  loss  of  my  labour.  The 
hours  passed  in  these  meditations,  passed  very 
pleasantly ;  they  are  gone,  but  have  left  a  relish 
and  a  &agrance  upon  the  mind,  and  the  remem- 
brance of  them  is  sweet.'  The  subject  will 
reach  its  close  at  the  end  of  the  present  dis- 
course.    I  commend  it,  under  a  deep  sense  of 
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salvation,  had  now  been  dead  seven  years.  The 
patriarch  himself  was  more  than  a  hundred  and 
forty  years  old.  All  the  emotions  of  worldly 
love  might  well  be  imagined  to  have  been 
buried  in  the  grave  of  Sarah ;  end  his  hourly 
thoughts  to  have  been  fixed  upon  the  invisible 
realities  and  glories  of  that  state  where  tbey 
neither  marry  nor  are  given  in  marriage.  Upon 
what  principle  then  may  we  account  for  this  act 
of  Abraham's  life  ?  Must  we  diminish  our 
deep  and  fitting  veneration  for  the  friend  of 
God,  in  these  later  moments  of  his  pilgrimage, 
when  the  eye  of  his  faith,  and  the  aspirations 
of  hia  heart,  should  he  especially  directed 
towards  "  the  city  which  hath  foundationt, 
ichote  Builder  and  Maker  it  God" 

It  has  frequently  been  supposed  that  Moses, 
here,  as  in  some  other  places,^  has  related  this 
transaction  out  of  the  proper  order  of  time : 
and  that  Keturah,  who  is  referred  to  in  the 
sixth  verse,  not  as  his  wife,  but  as  his  concu- 
bine, must  have  been  united  to  him  during 
the  life  time  of  Sarah.  It  is  asserted,  that  he 
who  rested  upon  divine  promise  that  he  should 

I  The  death  of  IshmacI  a  recorded  in  m.  17,  jet  he  lived  until 
Jacob  and  Emu  were  tiitj-tlirM  yean  old ;  and  Abnhau  himielf 
UTcd  nntil  the;  wen  fifUen  yean  of  age. 
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Sarah's  jealousy  against  Keturah,  which  could 
hardly  have  failed  to  be  excited  in  such  a  case; 
and  to  have  been  given  as  a  reason  why  she 
should  wish  to  have  a  son  &om  her  own  hand- 
maiden, Hagar.  The  conduct  of  Abraham  to- 
wards his  wife, is  marked  by  an  affectionate  ten- 
derness, which  bears  with  her  barrenness  in 
absolute  silence ;  because  it  is  the  tenderness  of 
faith,  resting  upon  and  realizing  the  fulfilment 
of  a  promise  from  the  God  of  truth, — a  tender- 
ness, with  which  his  supposed  early  relation  to 
Keturah,  would  appear  in  no  small  degree 
inconsistent.  Still  less  probable  does  it  seem, 
that  he  would  grieve  the  heart  of  his  wife  by 
such  a  measure,  after  the  birth  of  Isbmael, 
concerning  whom  he  cried,  "  O  that  Ishmael 
might  live  before  Thee !  "  and  especially  after 
the  birth  of  Isaac ;  when  he  saw  the  sorrow  and 
anger  which  she  had  felt  in  consequence  of  the 
persecution  endured  by  her  son. 

We  may  therefore  well  believe,  that  Abraham, 
having  moiuTied  for  his  wife  three  years,  and 
seen  Isaac  united  to  Rebekah,  took  to  wife 
Keturah,  who  was  probably  the  principal  of  his 
female  servants,  as  Eliezer  of  Damascus  was 
his  steward.  The  same  Ahnightiness  of  Crod, 
which  by  miracle  gave  him  Isaac  at  a  hundred 
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posterity  which  God  had  promised  him,'  he 
took  to  wife  Keturah;  and  was  permitted  to 
behold  the  divine  engagement  in  ample  process 
of  fulfilment  ?  Such  a  judgment  is  at  least  that 
of  charity,  and  assuredly  not  that  of  improba- 
bility, when  the  whole  of  God's  wondrous  deal- 
ing with  Abraham  is  taken  into  the  account 
It  arises  from  the  most  simple  view  of  the 
sacred  historian's  narrative ;  and  in  our  exposi- 
tions of  Scripture,  where  a  literal  construction 
or  meaning  will  stand,  the  farthest  from  the 
letter  is  conunooly  the  worst.* 

Keturah,  it  is  true,  both  in  this  chapter,  and 
1  Chron.  i.  32,  33,  is  called  the  concubine  of 
Abraham,  but  not  in  the  same  sense  as  Hagar. 
She  was  not  indeed  married  with  the  same  cere- 
monial and  solemnity  as  Sarali,  nor  could  her 
children  he  admitted  as  heirs  with  Isaac.  But 
she  was  still  the  patriarch's  lawful  wife.  She  was 
no  bondwoman,  like  Hagar  to  Sarah;  but  had 
the  rule  over  his  house,  and  filled  the  place  of 
Sarah  when  she  slept  in  the  grave  of  Mamre. 
The  knowledge  and  fear  of  the  one  true  Jeho- 
vah, was  in  some  degree  preserved  among  their 
descendants.    Jethro,  the  father-in-law  of  Moses 

•  Gen.  iriiL  5, 6.  ■  Hooker,  Book  V.  Sect  S9. 
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that  thus  it  should  be ;  and  any  other  appropri- 
ation of  hb  wealth  after  that  engagement  would 
have  been  a  breach  of  faith,  which  the  &iend  of 
God  would  never  have  committed.  In  fact,  it 
rested  not  with  Abraham  to  divide  what  hia 
Almighty  Benefactor  had  given  him :  the  sen- 
tence of  God  Himself,  having,  as  I  said,  already 
made  the  appropriation,  in  a  manner  the  most 
solenui  and  irrevocable. 

(2.)  But,  as  the  Saviour  cried  to  Nathanael, 
"  Because  I  taw  thee  vnder  the  jig-tree,  believ- 
ett  thou  ?  thou  thalt  see  greater  things  than 
thete;"^  so,  notwithstanding  we  are  led  to 
consider  Isaac  as  one  much  distinguished  by  his 
ample  inheritance  of  earthly  good,  our  view  of 
hit  happiness  will  be  vaitlg  extended,  our  sense 
of  his  privileges  prodigiously  enlarged,  as  vie 
contemplate  that  glorious  and  gracious  horixon 
of  spiritual  blessing,  which  the  only  worthy 
interpretatioji  of  God's  word  draws  aside  the 
veil  to  exhibit.  The  promise  can  only  have  its 
accomplishment  in  a  bestowment  of  mercies, 
secured  to  Isaac  by  that  everlasting  covenant, 
ordered  in  all  things  and  sure,  which  had  been 
made  in  the  absolute  freeness   of  divine  love 
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(3.)  Arid  in  this  rich  inheritance,  what  la 
Isaac  himself,  but  a  refreaentative,  accommo- 
dated by  divine  condescension  to  our  apprehen- 
sion, of  Him  whom  the  Father  hath  appointed 
Heir  of  all  things,'  To  that  Son  the  Everlasting 
Father  hath  given  "  the  heathen  for  his  inherit- 
ance, and  the  nttermost  parts  of  the  earth  for  his 
possession." "  To  that  Son  He  hath  given  all 
power  in  heaven  and  earth.  That  son  He  hath 
loved,  and  put  all  things  into  his  hand.  To 
that  son  He  "  hath  given  a  name  which  is  above 
every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus  every  knee 
should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in 
earth,  and  things  under  the  earth ;  and  that  every 
tongue  should  confess  that  Jenta  Christ  is  Lord, 
to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father." 

(4.)  But  what  advantage,  it  may  he  asked, 
do  the  spiritual  kindred  of  Isaac  derive  from 
this  mysterious,  but  assuredly  real  spiritual  con- 
nexion between  him  and  the  Saviour  of  all  ?  The 
key  to  unlock  this  doorof  blessed  hope  is  in  the 
hand  of  futh.  The  eye  to  view  these  treasure- 
chambers  of  mercy,  is  the  eye  of  iaith.  The 
power  of  appropriating  their  stores  of  spiritual 
and  gracious  wealth,  is  the  power  of  faith.   The 
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complacency  in  perfect  rest.  If  the  eye  of  man 
were  searching  as  the  sun,  from  the  light  of 
which  nothing  is  hid,  yet  amidst  all  the  innu- 
merable objects  which  it  might  behold,  there  is 
not  one  that  can  fill  and  satisfy  the  ever-craving 
soul  of  man.  Only  the  spiritual  mercies  of  the 
covenant,  the  exceeding  great  and  precious 
promises,  which  in  Christ  Jesus  are  yea  and 
amen  to  the  glory  and  praise  of  God,  having 
Himself  for  theit  exhaustless  substance,  can  fill 
the  believer  with  all  the  fulness  of  God.  But 
with  that  fulness,  the  Christian's  expectancy, 
however  amply  faith  may  enlarge  it,  shall  ovei^ 
flow.  The  spring  comes  forth  from  the  sanc- 
tuary ;  it  swells  out  from  the  altar  of  the  Re- 
deemer's sacrifice.  And  when  poured  by  the 
Holy  Ghost  through  iaith  into  the  soul,  will 
roll  onwards,  enlarging  and  deepening,  refresh- 
ing and  consoling,  sanctifying  and  strengthen- 
ing, fertilizing  and  purifying  the  believer,  not 
only  throi^h  the  time-state  of  the  world  of 
grace,  but  through  the  state  eternal  of  the 
world  of  glory. 

(5.)  To  Iskmael  and  the  other  sons  of  hit 
concuhine,  Abraham  gave  gifU;  but  he  tent 
them  atBayfrom  Isaac  his  son,  while  he  yet  Uved, 
easlward,  into   the   east  country.    The   Most 
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of  providential  and  perishable  gifts.  And 
whereunto  shall  our  allotment  of  present  boun- 
ties and  possessions  tend,  if  it  be  not  accom- 
panied and  sanctified  by  an  interest  in  the 
covenant  of  salvation  ?  We  shall  but  possess 
the  shadow,  instead  of  the  reality  of  good.  We 
may  fix  oui  hearts  upon  it,  as  though  it  were 
substantial.  But  if  the  things  of  this  life,  how- 
ever desirable  and  desired,  are  our  only  portion 
— if  we  have  none  for  the  soul's  preseot  resting 
place,  as  well  as  for  eternity,  in  the  Person  and 
salvation  of  the  Son  of  Crod,  mind  has  no 
power  to  imagine,  language  has  no  faculty  to 
describe  the  misery  and  destitution  of  our 
state.  Thus  bereft  of  all  by  the  hand  of 
death,  and  cut  off  &om  the  Christian's  cause 
of  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory  by  unbelief, 
we  shall  each  cry  with  Micah  when  the  Danites 
robbed  him  of  his  idols,  "  Ye  have  taken  away 
my  gods  which  J  made,  and  what  have  I  more  ?  " ' 
But  I  am  persuaded  better  things  of  you,  and 
things  that  accompany  salvation,  though  I 
thus  speak. 

The  course  of  this  history  now  carries  us  to 
consider,  finally, 

'  Jadge*  xriii  24. 
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(Gen,  XV.  15.)  "  Thou  shalt  go  to  thy  fathers  in 
peace ;  thou  shalt  be  buried  in  a  good  old  age." 
Of  all,  whose  passage  from  mortality  to  immor- 
tality is  mentioned  in  Scripture,  this  promise  is 
given  only  to  Gideon,  (Judges  viii.  32.)  and 
David,  (1  Chron,  xxix.  38.)  Man's  age  is  com- 
parative ;  and  life's  true  length, — its  duration, 
with  reference  to  its  everlasting  end,  is  not 
measured  by  lapse  of  years,  but  by  growth  in 
grace,  and  in  meetness  for  the  inheritance  of  the 
saints  of  light.  An  aged  disciple  of  Christ 
Jesus  may  answer  the  cry,  "  Surely  I  come 
quickly^  by  saying,  "  Lord,  now  lette»t  thou 
thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy 
word,  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation ; " 
and  drop  before  the  sickle,  like  a  shock  of  com, 
ripe  in  its  season.  Another  happy  member  of 
his  body  mystical  may  be  summoned  in  the 
may-time  and  morning  of  youth,  before  he 
hath  borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  or 
learned  how  sweetly  and  how  mightily  the  com- 
forts of  God  refresh  the  soul  in  its  spiritual 
work  and  conflict.  What  then  ?  Shall  we  say 
that  he  has  become  the  tenant  of  an  untimely 
grave  ?  Shall  we  not  rather  hear  the  attestation 
which  even  his  young  experience  will  make  to 
the  fidelity  of  God  I  "  I  have  fought   a  good 


(2.)  Abrah 

to  do  the  tcill 

He  served  hi 

and  then  whj 

any  other  pa 

except  to  fall 

thers,  and  se 

merely  state( 

years)  are  si 

what  may  v 

studied  omis 

that  he  not 

necessity,  ar 

escence  of  tl 

life,  as  a  gu 

of  a  banque 

others  at  th< 

feasted  ?  ' 

4-l«  .n«*<-k«Vk««/«    no 


Abraham's  death.  503 

be  with  Him,  in  that  glory  which  He  hath 
enjoyed  as  the  Uncreated  Word  of  the  Father, 
whom  yet  he  knew  aa  the  Messiah,  in  whom 
hbnself  and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  should 
have  their  blessing.  That  believer  hath  attained 
to  a  happy  and  distinguished  standing  in  the 
school  of  his  Redeemer's  grace :  who  hath 
power  to  welcome  Him  in  a  dying  hour ;  who 
thinks  that  he  has  lived  long  enough,  when  Jesus 
so  thinks;  and  who  springs  forward  to  Him 
with  ttie  cheerful  cry,  "  £ven  so,  come.  Lord 
Jesus." '  Alas  \  how  many  loathe  life,  and  yet 
arc  insatiable  for  its  continuance  !  Would  you 
escape  this  tremendous  bondage  ?  Let  it  be 
Clirist  to  you  to  hve,  and  then  it  will  be  gain 
to  die ;  and  of  that  gain  you  will  probably  hare 
a  foretaste,  in  the  last  conflict  with  the  last 
enemy. 

(3.)  We  hate  no  proof  that  Abraham  died 
without  pain.  We  know  not,  more  than  in  the 
case  of  Sarah,  whether  his  last  moments  were 
gladdened  by  any  especial  outpouring  of  joy 
upon  his  soul,  in  sensible  communion  with 
God ;  whether  he  possessed  simply  the  calmness 
of  hope,  or  the  triumph  of  a  full  assurance  of 
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in  faith,  not  having  received  the  promises  ;  but 
having  seen  them  afar  off,  and  been  persuaded 
of  them,  and  embraced  them.^  That  mighty 
grace,  placing  the  everlasting  arms  of  divine 
fidelity  and  love  beneath  him,  upheld  him 
during  a  century  of  wanderings  and  waitings, 
of  liope  deferred,  and  of  opposition  &om  with- 
out. But  "  he  endured,  as  seeing  Him  who  is 
inmsible."  ^  He  was  faithful  unto  death  ;  and 
God  all-sufficient,  before  whom  he  walked  in 
perfectness,  gave  him  a  ciown  of  life.  If  this 
illustrious  man  embraced  the  promises  beheld 
so  darkly  and  so  distantly,  amidst  the  clouds 
and  shadows  of  the  patriarchal  economy,  what 
ought  to  be  the  amount,  and  what  the  fervour 
of  Christian  faith,  under  the  new  Testament 
of  the  grace  of  God !  If,  with  their  imperfect 
revelation,  the  early  saints  endured  the  trials, 
and  overcame  the  temptations  of  the  world, 
how  stable  should  be  the  believer's  walk,  how 
strong  his  hands  to  war,  and  his  fingers  to 
fight  the  spiritual  battle,  when  the  Head  and 
Captain  of  his  salvation  hath  now  been  ex- 
hibited triumphing  in  his  behalf!  But  what  is 
the  fact  ?     Shall  we  say  that  the  Christian's 

'  Palm  mi.  5.  '  Heb.  xl  21. 

VOL.    II.  Z 


".1    • 

-.■I 

l->l 

■....  i 

;;4.- ■ . 

■  ?? ; : 

n'^ 

■  V 

•»t  ■.- 

^r;-  '■■ 

I." 

i       ■'! 

.f.  .  ■■■■^ 

• 

'      -       1 

li .":  •- 

•  J  ■  '■  i" 

;i  ■  ^■, 

»■     '  • 

•i' 

ij 


plicit 

follow 

tion  £ 

body 

all  the 

not    VI 

mande 

faith   I 

the  qv 

more  t 

answer 

ing  wo 

lus  kinf 

befonge, 

offacei 

(8.) 
a/irf  bur 
They  \> 

r1aa«-k    4.1. 


ABRAHAM'S    DEATH.  507 

laying  Sarah's  bones  within  its  borders.  He 
will  now  again  take  seisin  of  the  country,  by 
depositing  his  own  bones  to  moulder  there, 
and  by  bequeathing  hia  dust  to  mingle  with  the 
dust  of  the  promised  land  ;  as  well  as  with  that 
of  his  beloved  wife,  "  in  sure  and  certain  hope 
of  the  resurrection  to  eternal  hope,  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  ako  tkall  change  our 
vile  body,  that  it  may  be  fathioned  like  unto 
his  glorious  body,  according  to  the  mighty 
working,  whereby  He  is  able  to  subdue  all 
things  unto  Himself." '  That  Abraham  had  a 
hope  full  of  immortality,  we  cannot  doubt. 
Had  it  never  before  been  enkindled  in  his 
bosom,  it  must  have  poured  its  light  and  glory 
upon  his  heart,  in  that  wondrous  transaction 
upon  Mount  Moriah,  when  he  ogered  up  Isaac, 
accounting  that  God  was  able  to  raise  him 
from  the  dead ;  and  in  the  same  moment  saw 
the  day  of  the  Son  of  Man.  In  fact,  the 
great  mystery  of  redemption  from  sin  through 
the  Atonement,  involves,  by  an  absolute  neces- 
sity, the  knowledge  and  persuasion  of  a  future 
everlasting  state;  and  is  wholly  unintelligible 
upon  any  other  supposition.  When  we  read 
therefore,  that  Abraham  teas  gathered  to  hit 
'  Phil  iii.  31. 
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In  that  state  rest  the  spirits  of  all  who  have 
departed  in  the  true  fiiith  and  fear  of  God's 
holy  name.  In  that  state  may  we  be  found,  if  we 
fall  asleep  before  the  coining  of  our  Lord !  And 
in  that  great  day  of  his  appearing,  may  our 
souls  and  bodies,  glorified  and  ainless,  be 
united  to  partake  the  wonders  of  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  just,  to  live  witlj  God,  all  and  in 
all  for  ever ! 

But  deatli  will  gather  us  to  our  people.  If 
our  companions  have  been  they  who  loved  and 
trusted  in  the  Saviour— if  our  communion  hath 
been  with  the  saints — if  our  fellowship  hath 
been  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  light  and  liberty  of  holiness,  then 
shall  we  be  ever  with  them  and  with  the  Lord. 
If  our  conversation  hath  been  with  the  sinner, 
the  unbeliever,  the  God  of  this  world — such 
companionship  forming  the  dark  tenor  of  our 
lives,  and  the  dismal  character  of  their  end,  so  will 
be  the  society  of  the  world  everlasting,  "  Judge 
therefore  yourselves,  dear  brethren,  that  ye  be 
not  judged  of  the  Lord." 

IV.  I  may  add — and  the  subject  would  be 
incomplete   without    such  a   remark,   that   A 

BELIEVER     IN     GoD      MAY     EXPECT     HIS      OWN 

COVENANT  Redeemer  and  Father  to  be 
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to  God." '  He  also  dwelt  as  a  stranger  and  a 
pilgrim  in  Canaan ;  and  had  his  conVeTBation 
in  heaven. 

Tlie  prayer  of  parental  fiuth  hath  a  mighti- 
ness of  prevalency  with  Crod,  to  open  his  heart 
towards  the  children  of  his  pleading  family  ;  as 
he  first  closed  and  then  opened  the  windows  of 
heaven  to  the  supplications  of  Elijah.  The 
example  of  parental  holiness,  brings  with  it  a 
blessing  upon  children,  both  for  this  world  and 
for  that  which  is  to  come.  Joseph  said  to  his 
brethren  and  children,  "  /  die,  and  God  teill 
surely  vitit  you."*  Such  language  may  the 
departing  believer  adopt  concerning  those  for 
whom  he  hath  wrestled  with  God,  and  use  it  in 
the  full  assurance  of  faith.  Christian  parents, 
use  it   now ;  and  trust   a   faithful  God  for  its 

And  here,  to  use  the  exquisite  language  of 
Isaac  Walton,  in  his  record  of  our  own  Hooker's 
death, — here  I  draw  Abraham's  curtain;  till 
with  the  most  glorious  company  of  the  Patriarchs 
and  Apostles,  the  most  noble  army  of  Mar^rs 
and  Confessors,  this  moat  bumble  holy  man 
shall  also  awake  to  receive  an  eternal  tranquil- 

'  Btn.  if.  30.  •  QoL  L  34. 
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